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Cop Apryp Urnarnyc Konan [oiin (1859-1930) —
3HaMEHMTDIN aHITINIICKIIL IIMCATe b, aBTOP BCEMUPHO M3-
BECTHBIX JIETEKTUBHBIX Ipoussenennit o llepnoke Xonm-
ce, a TaKoKe MIPUKITI0YeHYeCKIX U HayYHO-(PaHTaCTUYECKIX
poMaHoB o mpodeccope Yennenmxepe, OMOPUCTUIECKIX
mpousBeneHnit o 6puragupe XKepape, ncropudyeckux po-
MaHOB («benblit oTpam» 1 gp.).

Bymymmit nucarenb popuica B ceMbe MPTaHCKUX KaTo-
nukoB. Ero orer; Yapnb3 ATaMOHT, apXUTEKTOP U XyHOX-
HUK, COBCEM MOJIOABIM >KeHMsIcA Ha IoHoi Mapu ®oynn,
CTpPACTHO JI0OUBIIIENT JIMTEpaTypy. VIMEHHO MaTh IpUBMIA
MaJIBIMKY TI000Bb K COUMHUTENBCTBY — OH BCIO KM3Hb I~
caJI el HOApOOHbIe MICbMa 000 BCeM, YTO C HUM IIPOMCXO-
TATIO.

CeMbs UCIIBITBIBAJIA Cepbe3Hble (DMHAHCOBbIE TPYLHO-
ctu, 1 6orarbie POACTBEHHUKY IIPEIOKIIIN OIIAYNBATh
o6ydeHMe MalTb4MKa B ME3YUTCKOM KOJIUIE[Ke, T7ie OH ITPO-
BeJI ONTYe CeMb JIET U OTKY/ia BhIHEC HEHABVICTD K pe/y-
TMO3HBIM U KJIACCOBBIM IIpefipacCcyaKaM, a TAKKe K Terec-
HOMY HaKa3aHUIO.

B 1876 I., OKOHYMB KOJIIEK, MOJIOJIOJ 4€/T0OBEK BEPHYII-
Cs1 JOMOII 1 TIepemican Ha cebs MMYILEeCTBO OTIIa, K TOMY
BpeMEHM NOTEPABILIEro paccyfiok. Peras, yem eMy 3aHM-
MaTbCA B XKU3HHU, APTYp, He 6e3 BusaHus Yapnbsa Yonne-
Pa, MOJIOZIOTO Bpaya, CHUMABLIEro KOMHATY y Muccuc o,



OB ABTOPE

BBIOpPAJI Kapbepy Bpada I IIOCT YN B DRMHOYPICKIIT YHI-
BEPCUTET.

C 1881 r. Konau Jloiit 3aHs/1Cst Bpade6HOI TPAKTUKOIL,
CHayajla COBMECTHOI1, 3aTeM MHAUBHUyanbHOIL. B 1891 . oH
PELLIVIT CLeTIaTh TUTepaTypy CBOell OCHOBHOI ITpodeccueri.

B 1884 r. Konan Jloiin Hada/ paboTy HaJl COLMANIbHO-
OBITOBBIM POMAaHOM C KPYIMUHA/IbHO-e TEKTYIBHDIM CIO)Ke-
toM «Toprosoii oM leppicTon» (CKasbIBaeTCs BIVAHUE
JIVIKKeHca) PO IMHUYHBIX ¥ KECTOKIX HETOL[IaHTOB-CTs-
karereit. Becnoit 1886 r. mosiBucs «9TIOL B 6arpoBbIX TO-
Hax», ¥ C 9TOTO BpeMeHM MUCaTeNIb IpUuoOpesl MUPOBYIO
CIIaBy.

«Ckanpan B boremym», nepBblit pacckas us cepun «IIpn-
xmoyeHns [llepoka Xommcay, Bbiien B cBeT B 1891 1. B reve-
HJI€e IBYX JIET IVICaTe/Ib CO3/JaBajl PacCKa3 3a pacCKa3oM 1 B
KOHIIe KOHIJOB Haya/I TATOTUTbCA COOCTBEHHBIM IePCOHA-
>KeM. Ero momnbITKa «1OKOHYNTB» ¢ XOIIMCOM B CXBaTKe C
npodeccopom MopuapTi oKasajach HeylaqHOIL: ITOTIIO-
OUBIIETOCST YUTAIOLIIEI TYO/IMKe TePOsI IIPUIIIOCH «BOCKPE-
cuTh». XO/IMCOBCKasI 9I101Iest yBeHIanach poMaHoM «Cobaka
Backepsuert» (1900), KOTOPbII T OTHOCST K K/TACCUKE [feTeK-
TUBHOTO )XaHpa.

Cospemennyky Konas Jlovina 6b11y CKIIOHHBI IPeyMeHb-
IIaTh 3HauYeHue X0/IMca, ycMaTpyBas B HeM HeKMil TUOpy
HroreHa (repos dprapa Ilo), Jlekoka (repost Omuist [abopuo)
u Kadda (repost Yunku Kowmusa). C TedeHneM BpeMeHI
CTaJIO ICHO, HACKO/IbKO XOJIMC OT/IMYAETCS OT ITPELIeCTBEH-
HMKOB: COYeTaHUe HEOOBIYHBIX Ka4yeCTB MOJHSIO €ro Haj
BpeMeHeM. Heo6brvarinas nonyssipHocts leproka Xonmca
U IOKTOpa BaTcoHa NocTeneHHo Nnepepocia B 0Tpacib HO-
BOVI MIQOJIOrUM, LIEHTPOM KOTOPOIL IO Cell IeHb OCTaeTCs
kBaptupa B JIonzone Ha Beiikep-crpur, 221-6.



ChapterI
THE SCIENCE OF DEDUCTION

==

Sherlock Holmes took his bottle from the
corner of the mantel-piece and his hypodermic
syringe from its neat morocco case. With his long,
white, nervous fingers he adjusted the delicate
needle, and rolled back his left shirt-cuff. For
some little time his eyes rested thoughtfully upon
the sinewy forearm and wrist all dotted and
scarred with innumerable puncture-marks.
Finally he thrust the sharp point home, pressed
down the tiny piston, and sank back into the
velvet-lined arm-chair with a long sigh of satis-
faction.

Three times a day for many months I had
witnessed this performance, but custom had not
reconciled my mind to it. On the contrary, from
day to day I had become more irritable at the sight,



CHAPTER I

and my conscience swelled nightly within me at
the thought that I had lacked the courage to
protest. Again and again I had registered a vow
that I should deliver my soul upon the subject,
but there was that in the cool, nonchalant air of
my companion which made him the last man with
whom one would care to take anything ap-
proaching to a liberty. His great powers, his
masterly manner, and the experience which I had
had of his many extraordinary qualities, all made
me diffident and backward in crossing him.

Yet upon that afternoon, whether it was the
Beaune' which I had taken with my lunch, or the
additional exasperation produced by the extreme
deliberation of his manner, I suddenly felt that I
could hold out no longer.

“Which is it to-day?” I asked, —“morphine or
cocaine?”

He raised his eyes languidly from the old black-
letter volume which he had opened. “It is cocaine,”
he said, —“a seven-per-cent solution. Would you
care to try it?”

“No, indeed,” I answered, brusquely. “My
constitution has not got over the Afghan cam-

' the Beaune — kpacHoe QpaHILy3cKOe BUHO, IPO-
U3BefIeHHOE B pernoHe I. boxn



paign yet.! I cannot afford to throw any extra
strain upon it”

He smiled at my vehemence. “Perhaps you are
right, Watson,” he said. “I suppose that its in-
fluence is physically a bad one. I find it, however,
so transcendently stimulating and clarifying to
the mind that its secondary action is a matter of
small moment.”

“But consider!” I said, earnestly. “Count the
cost! Your brain may, as you say, be roused and
excited, but it is a pathological and morbid
process, which involves increased tissue-change
and may at last leave a permanent weakness. You
know, too, what a black reaction comes upon you.
Surely the game is hardly worth the candle. Why
should you, for a mere passing pleasure, risk the
loss of those great powers with which you have
been endowed? Remember that I speak not only
as one comrade to another, but as a medical man
to one for whose constitution he is to some extent
answerable.”

He did not seem offended. On the contrary, he
put his finger-tips together and leaned his elbows

' My constitution has not got over the Afghan
campaign yet. — Moii opraHusM ele He BIIOJIHE OIIpa-
BIUICS IIOCTIe apraHCKON KaMIIaHMUL.

THE SCIENCE OF DEDUCTION
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on the arms of his chair, like one who has a relish
for conversation.

“My mind,” he said, “rebels at stagnation. Give
me problems, give me work, give me the most
abstruse cryptogram or the most intricate ana-
lysis, and I am in my own proper atmosphere. I
can dispense then with artificial stimulants. But
I abhor the dull routine of existence. I crave for
mental exaltation. That is why I have chosen my own
particular profession, — or rather created it, for I
am the only one in the world.”

“The only unofficial detective?” I said, raising
my eyebrows.

“The only unofficial consulting detective,” he
answered. “T am the last and highest court of appeal
in detection. When Gregson or Lestrade or Athelney
Jones are out of their depths — which, by the way,
is their normal state — the matter is laid before me.
I examine the data, as an expert, and pronounce a
specialist’s opinion. I claim no credit in such cases.
My name figures in no newspaper. The work itself,
the pleasure of finding a field for my peculiar powers,
is my highest reward. But you have yourself had
some experience of my methods of work in the
Jefferson Hope case.”

“Yes, indeed,” said I, cordially. “I was never so
struck by anything in my life. I even embodied it



in a small brochure with the somewhat fantastic
title of ‘A Study in Scarlet”

He shook his head sadly. “I glanced over it
said he. “Honestly, I cannot congratulate you upon
it. Detection is, or ought to be, an exact science,
and should be treated in the same cold and
unemotional manner. You have attempted to tinge
it with romanticism, which produces much the
same effect as if you worked a love-story or an
elopement into the fifth proposition of Euclid.”

“But the romance was there,” I remonstrated.
“I could not tamper with the facts”

“Some facts should be suppressed, or at least
a just sense of proportion should be observed in
treating them. The only point in the case which
deserved mention was the curious analytical
reasoning from effects to causes by which I suc-
ceeded in unraveling it”

I was annoyed at this criticism of a work which
had been specially designed to please him. I
confess, too, that I was irritated by the egotism
which seemed to demand that every line of my
pamphlet should be devoted to his own special

" as if you worked a love-story or an elopement
into the fifth proposition of Euclid — xax eciu 651 Bbt
BKJIIOUVIIY MICTOPUIO O COEXaBIIIel C TI0OOBHIKOM >KEHe
B AT TOCTY/IAT DBKINUJA

THE SCIENCE OF DEDUCTION
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doings. More than once during the years that I
had lived with him in Baker Street I had observed
that a small vanity underlay my companion’s quiet
and didactic manner. I made no remark, however,
but sat nursing my wounded leg. I had a Jezail'
bullet through it some time before, and, though
it did not prevent me from walking, it ached
wearily at every change of the weather.

“My practice has extended recently to the
Continent,” said Holmes, after a while, filling up
his old brier-root pipe. “I was consulted last week
by Francois Le Villard, who, as you probably
know, has come rather to the front lately in the
French detective service. He has all the Celtic
power of quick intuition, but he is deficient in the
wide range of exact knowledge which is essential
to the higher developments of his art. The case
was concerned with a will, and possessed some
features of interest. I was able to refer him to two
parallel cases, the one at Riga in 1857, and the
other at St. Louis in 1871, which have suggested
to him the true solution. Here is the letter which
I had this morning acknowledging my assistance.”
He tossed over, as he spoke, a crumpled sheet of

' Jezail — mIMHHOCTBOIBHBII KpEeMHEBBIJI MYIIKET,

Opy’XIe MyIITYHOB (caMOHa3BaHue araHiles)



foreign notepaper. I glanced my eyes down it,
catching a profusion of notes of admiration, with
stray “magnifiques;” “coup-de-maitres,” and “tours-
de-force," all testifying to the ardent admiration
of the Frenchman.

“He speaks as a pupil to his master;” said I.

“Oh, he rates my assistance too highly;” said
Sherlock Holmes, lightly. “He has considerable
gifts himself. He possesses two out of the three
qualities necessary for the ideal detective. He has
the power of observation and that of deduction.
He is only wanting in knowledge; and that may
come in time. He is now translating my small
works into French”

“Your works?”

“Oh, didn’t you know?” he cried, laughing.
“Yes, I have been guilty of several monographs.
They are all upon technical subjects. Here, for
example, is one ‘Upon the Distinction between the
Ashes of the Various Tobaccoes! In it I enumerate
a hundred and forty forms of cigar-, cigarette-,
and pipe-tobacco, with colored plates illustrating
the difference in the ash. It is a point which is

" magnifiques — (¢p.) Benuxonennvie; coup-de-
maitre — (¢p.) HeYTO, IPOJETAHHOE MAaCTEPCKH, VC-
KycHo; tours-de-force — (¢p.) OmecTsie; mposiBreHme
apTUCTU3MA, CUITBI

THE SCIENCE OF DEDUCTION
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continually turning up in criminal trials, and
which is sometimes of supreme importance as a
clue. If you can say definitely, for example, that
some murder has been done by a man who was
smoking an Indian lunkah', it obviously narrows
your field of search. To the trained eye there is as
much difference between the black ash of a
Trichinopoly” and the white fluff of bird’s-eye’ as
there is between a cabbage and a potato.”

“You have an extraordinary genius for minu-
tiae,” I remarked.

“I appreciate their importance. Here is my
monograph upon the tracing of footsteps, with
some remarks upon the uses of plaster of Paris as
a preserver of impresses. Here, too, is a curious
little work upon the influence of a trade upon the
form of the hand, with lithotypes of the hands of
slaters, sailors, corkcutters, compositors, weavers,
and diamond-polishers. That is a matter of great
practical interest to the scientific detective, —
especially in cases of unclaimed bodies, or in

"lunkah — wuHpaMiickas curapa ¢ 06pesaHHBIMU
KOHI[aMM

? Trichinopoly — ropon u npueraomas 061acTb
B VIHAVuM; BRIpalBaeMblit TaM COpT Tabaka

> bird's-eye — copT Tabaka, Ipu USTOTOBNIEHNH KO-
TOPOTO UCIO/IB3YIOT He TONbKO JIUCTbsI, HO U CTeO/IN



discovering the antecedents of criminals. But I
weary you with my hobby”

“Not at all,” I answered, earnestly. “It is of the
greatest interest to me, especially since I have had
the opportunity of observing your practical
application of it. But you spoke just now of observ-
ation and deduction. Surely the one to some
extent implies the other”

“Why, hardly,” he answered, leaning back
luxuriously in his arm-chair, and sending up thick
blue wreaths from his pipe. “For example,
observation shows me that you have been to the
Wigmore Street Post-Office this morning, but
deduction lets me know that when there you
dispatched a telegram.”

“Right!” said I. “Right on both points! But I
confess that I don’t see how you arrived at it. It
was a sudden impulse upon my part, and I have
mentioned it to no one.”

“It is simplicity itself,” he remarked, chuckling
at my surprise, —“so absurdly simple that an
explanation is superfluous; and yet it may serve
to define the limits of observation and of deduc-
tion. Observation tells me that you have a little
reddish mould adhering to your instep. Just
opposite the Seymour Street Office they have
taken up the pavement and thrown up some earth

THE SCIENCE OF DEDUCTION
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which lies in such a way that it is difficult to avoid
treading in it in entering. The earth is of this
peculiar reddish tint which is found, as far as I
know, nowhere else in the neighborhood. So
much is observation. The rest is deduction.”

“How, then, did you deduce the telegram?”

“Why, of course I knew that you had not
written a letter, since I sat opposite to you all
morning. I see also in your open desk there that
you have a sheet of stamps and a thick bundle of
post-cards. What could you go into the post-office
for, then, but to send a wire? Eliminate all other
factors, and the one which remains must be the
truth.”

“In this case it certainly is so,” I replied, after a
little thought. “The thing, however, is, as you say,
of the simplest. Would you think me impertinent
if I were to put your theories to a more severe
test?”

“On the contrary,” he answered, “it would
prevent me from taking a second dose of cocaine.
I should be delighted to look into any problem
which you might submit to me.”

“I have heard you say that it is difficult for a
man to have any object in daily use without
leaving the impress of his individuality upon it in
such a way that a trained observer might read it.
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