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maBa 1

HamporuB MeHst cunena kpacuBasi OJIOHAMHKA, MEUTATEIBPHO TIsiieBIIast B He0o. EE Oenbie
BOJIOCHI ObUTHM OKyTaHbI 30JIOTUCTHIMHU JIy4aMU COJIHIIA, U TIOJ YeNKOi OiecTenu spkue, roayobie
ma3a. E€ 3Banu AHHa, U OHa ObIJIa MOMM JIYYIIUM JPYTOM, KOTOPOTO Sl OYEHb OOSIICS TMOTEPSTh.
Mpb1 MHOTO BpEMEHHU ITPOBOAMIIM BMECTE, HO CETOIHSAIIHUN ACHb BCE paBHO ObLIT 0COOCHHBIM. S
BIIEPBBIC MOMPOOOBa OO0, CAETAaHHOE B X TOPOJE, U MOPA3UICA €ro MOTPSACAIOIIEMY BKYCY.
[IpoxapenHoe Maco, KOHEYHO, OBUIO HE TAKUM MUTATEIbHBIM, KaK ChIpoe, HO BKyc! Bkyc ero Obu1
HEBEPOSITCH.

— «Ilouemy oHO Takoe BKycHoe? He moMHIO, 4TOOBI KapeHHOE KOTAA-TO TaKUM OBLIO», —
NoyMal si, yAUBIEHHO B3IVISIHYB Ha AHHY.

— A y Bac ke crenuii HeT, — AHHa yJbIOHYNIach, CKpecTHB HOT'H. OTBEPHYBILIUCH, OHA CTalla
CMOTPETH Ha MIPOTUBOMOIOKHBIN Oeper XpycTaabHO YUCTON PeKH, JIeKaBIICH mepe1 HaMu.

— W3-3a cnenuii momydaercss Tak BKycHO. JKanko, 4TO ThI JIaBalll He MIEPEHOCHIIIb, TaK OBl
e1le BKycHee ObLIO.

[TomsB TpaBy moa coOoM, st 0OpedeHHO cMOTpes BHU3. MydyHOE s HE IEPEHOCHII, a BOT O €r0
BKyCaxX HapoJ U3 MOCENEeHUs AHHBI CIaraeT 4yTh JIM HE JIETeH]Ibl, 3aCTABISABIINE MEHS MyCKaTh
CIIoHY. X0Tenoch Obl MOMPOOOBATH, HO OOIOCH, MIPH OAHON TOIBKO MBICTH O TOM, YTO MHE HYKHO
OyIeT moTaTh MYKY, 5 B3IparuBaji. AHHA B3JI0XHYJa, H C HACTaXXIEHUEM CMOTpella Ha TOPU30HT.
S nmer npunér.

— «Xopouio TyT», — nogyMai s, GBIPKHYB, U CTPYysl BO3AyXa MOAHsIA OONAYKO MBUTH. —
«Panplile s He 3aMedan 3TOro MECTay.

— 51 MHOTO TaKMX MECT 3HaI0, — BBITSIHYB PyKU, AHHA Jieria Ha cruHy. — JKasko, 4To Bamu
3aMpeTUIIU CTPOUTH Ha TIOBEPXHOCTH. Tak MOKHO ObLIO ObI TOOMpAThCs ObICTpEE, HE U3 TIOJ3EMe-
JIUH.

A npomomuan. OTHOIIEHHS MEXIYy HAMH U UIMH Ha4aJluCh He JTy4iuM obpazom. Korga mbl
MIOYTH MOJTHOCTHIO UCTPEOMIIN JIFOICH, B HAIIIMX PsJIaX BO3HUKIIO BOCCTAHHE, ITOCIIE KOTOPOTO Hava-
Jach peBOMIONHMS, u3MeHuBIIas BceX. U Hac, u ux. Ho ocobenno — nac. [Ipyxeckue napouku Bpoe
MEHS U AHHBI TETEpb, MOCIIC 3aKIIFOUEHUS TIEPEMHUPHsI, CTATH YaCThIM siBIecHHeM. B kopHe Oblia
NepecMOTPEHa Hallla MPUPO/ia, M OTHOILIEHHE K MUpY. Bipouem, kpome MeHsl, 3a0bITh ObLIIOE CTa-
panuchk Bce. MHE HPaBHIIOCH APY>KUTH C AHHOM, ¢ Hel JIerko u Xopoio. S He XoTen, yTo Obl 3TO
KOHYAJIOCH M3-3a MTOJIUTHUKH.

Packaructslif peB mpoiencst B IUPOKOM TOPHOM YIIENbe, U 3XOM Jo0paics 1o yuien. S,
B3JIPOTHYB, TIOJHSII TOJIOBY.

— Uro-10 cayumnock? — 00ECIIOKOCHHO cripocuiia AHHA, MPUTIOJHSABIINCH, U OJTAPUB MEHS
TPEBOXKHBIM B3IJISI0M.

— «Het», — mogyman s1, mpITasick ONPEaeNIuTh UICTOUHUK 3ByKa. — « Bugumo, komy—To pocTo
cKy4HO. BoT u pazopancs».

AHHa ynbIOHYNIACh, a 1 HA MUT MOTPY3HIICS B MBICITH.

[Tepen MOMM MBICIIEHHBIM B30POM Ceifdac cujien oTel, KoTopbiii roBopui MHe: «He myTaiics
¢ moabpmu, ['pruHanan, oHu onacHel. Thl XO4elllb MOBTOPUTH CybOy Dpernana?»  Huuero emy Ha
9TO HE OTBEYaJl, HO OH YyBCTBOBAJl MO€ OTpUIIaHHE. AHHA MepecTana yIbl0aThCs, TOYyYBCTBOBAB
MOE O€ECIIOKOKMCTBO.

— I'pun? Beé xopomo? — OHa 00Hs11a KOJICHKH, MTOSKUBIIHUCH OT IPOXJIATHOTO BETEPKa, MPHU-
IIS/IIIEro ¢ peku. — Tebs 4To-To OeCIOKOUT?

— «Bcé xopotio», — mogyMai s, U IPUIIOAHST ToJoBYy. — «MHE HYKHO CXOIUTh KOe-Kyaa,
JaBail Mbl YBUIUMCS TIO3KE 7

AHHa KUMBHYJa, OMyCTUB I71a3a.
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— Xopouio.

BcraB, AnHa nmozonmia, 1 s OIMYCTHJI TOJIOBY, YTOOBI OHA MOTJIA IO MEHs NOTAHYThCs. OHa
KOCHYJIaCh MEHs TEIUION JaloHb0. JJOBOIBHO (DBIPKHYB, 51 TOJKHYT AHHY HOCOM, U BcTai. OHa
3axXuXHKaa.

— «41 Tebst Haliy, KaKk 0CBOOOXKYCh»

*kk

[IyTs ObUT OATHUM. Sl pelIns OTIPABUTHCS MELIKOM, IO JOPOTe OCTOPOXKHO M3y4asi OKpeCT-
HocTH. Ecnu komMy-To yaanocs pacnipaBuThes ¢ pernanom B CTapoM ropojie, i TeM 0oJsiee moxu-
TUTB €r0 — TO ATO JOJHKHO OBITH CYIIECTBO HEIIOKUHHOM cuiibl. M3-3a ropr30HTa CTaId IPOPHUCO-
BBIBaTbCs BHICOTKU CTapbIX, BBDKKEHHBIX 3/1aHUM, U BCKOpE, B30py npeacTaBuiics Crapblii TOpOI.
OTO OAHO U3 MHOTMX YE€JIOBEYECKUX IOCEJIEHUM, KOTOPBIE /10 HAIIETO CTOJKHOBEHUS CIYXHIN
UM JIOMOM. Sl TONITO OCMaTpuBall TOPOJ U3AAJIEKa, U MBITAJICS OOHAPYKUTh XOTh YTO-TO, CIIOCO0-
HOe OBITh OnacHbIM. Ho B3MIsIy Mmomajanuch JIMIIb aBTOMOOMIIBHBIC KITaI0MIIA U 3bI0KHE Cephie
3naHus. Sl Henosro moObLT 3a YEPTOM ropoja, ¥ HapaBWIICS BHYTPb. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, Dpernax
MOT IIPOCTO TI0 HEOCTOPOXKHOCTHU KyZa-TO yroauTh. OT cTpaxa B )KHBOTE MOTSIKEINEN0, HO TITyOOKO
BBIJIOXHYB, s TOJaBIJI ero. YTo ObI TaM HM OBLTO, DpernaHa Hy>KHO HANTH.

Ha ynunax s Bapyr ouyTuics moj KymnojoM raera. OT 3TOro MecTa Besyio CTpaJaHUsIMU U
BOWHOM. Jlymm ymepIimx Jrofeii TOCKOBaJIM TyT, BMECTE C TylIaMH MOWX Maamux OparbeB. He
cremia, oru0asi KPOXOTHBIE JIETKOBBIE MAIIMHKY, U TSDKEIIOBECHBIE aBTOOYCHI, 5 ABUTAJICS K IEHTPY
rOpo/ia HEMPEPHIBHO MOCHLIasi CUTHAJIBI Dperiany.

51 He yyBCTBOBAJ €r0, HO €CJIU OH 371€Ch — TO 0053aTENbHO OTKIMKHETCS.

BririsiHyB 3a yrou, st 4yTh He HOANPBITHYI. [lepeno MHOI nonbIXHY A ApKasi BCObIIIKA, TIPU-
TauBLIAsCS BO ThME TAHKOBOTI'O JlyJia, U3 KOTOPOTO C TPOXOTOM BbUIETEN TsDKENbIN cHapsa. Kpyrom
Oeranu J1OM, ¥ ITIOTKU aBTOMAaTOB BCIIBIXMBAJH, OTIIpaBiiss B HEO0 mynu. C Heba cranu naaarb
CTpYH IJITAMEHH, U 0OKHUTAIIN COJ/IaT, O0yIIIMBas uX. Sl MOPTHYI, M TEMHOTA pa3Besiyia XKapy C JIFOA-
CKHMH KpUKaMHU.

B nape maroB cTos1 3apociinii MXOM paKaBblii TAHK, HAIIPaBUBIIKN OALTHIO B MO CTOPOHY.
3a HUM § yBUJEI IJIOLIA/1b, U YeJIoBeuecKyto cratyto. [lon Hell packuHyics r1yOoKuil Bogoem, u
BUJ] BOZBI IPOOYIHMII BO MHE KaXKTy.

S nanpasuics k Boge. Iloaxoast Kk BomoeMy, s NpeABKyIIad BKYC BOJbl, KOTOPbIH Hamoj-
HUT MEHS, U, JOOPABIIKCH JI0 HETO, PUCTPOMIICS MEXIY JBYMs aBTOMOOWISIMUA. Bapyr no yrei
JIOHECCS TOIOT Carlor U JISI3T MeTasuia.

O6epnycs. OkoJo yriia 3acThUT YEJIOBEK, OKYTAHHBIA B CEPOE TPSAIBE M C KAMIOIIOHOM Ha
rosioBe. B pykax oH eprkai CTpaHHOE Opy’KUe, U pe3KO HalpaBuJil ero Ha MeHsl. OH HaJlaBUJI CITYCK,
Y U3 CTBOJIA C XJIONKOM BbuIeTeN Kprok. Ceplie cTano nepeKkayuBaTb KpOBb, B MUT 3alI0JIOHEHHYIO
azpeHanuHoM. Pa3yM nozckasbiBaig MHE OpOCUTBCS 3@ yroJjl, HO IJIaHbl JEHCTBUI B roJIoBE Nepe-
Mmemanuck. C uCIyry s aBTOMaTHYECKH paclpaBui Kpblbs, OTKPBIB ysA3BUMOE MecTo. [lepenonky
IPOH3MIIO KPIOKOM, Ha ac(hansT OpbI3HYIa KPOBb, U 51 B3PEBEI OT OO0JH, 9XOM pa30opBaB LapsIIyIO
B TOpOJIE MPU3paKe TUIIMHY. 5 clerka OTopBajcs OT 3eMJIH, HO 0OJIb 3aCTaBUIIA IIPEKPATUTH B3JICT.
[Ipu3eMnuBIINCE, S B TAHUKE PBaHYJICS Ky/Aa IISAST 1V1a3a, U U3-1107 Jalbl BEICKOJIb3HYJI aBTOMO-
OWJIb, YIETEB B CTOPOHY CTpeliKa. [ poXOoT U CKpekeT MeTaiia CMellaanuch ¢ 00JI€3HEHHBIMH BOTI-
JSIMH, a 51 TEM BPEMEHEM IPEO0JI0JIEN YK€ OJIOBUHY IYTH.

— ¥V Hero kpiok B kpbuie! — Kpuuan kro-to u3 3nanust. — OH I'enpu nonoxun!

— «Krto BbI1?! UTO BaM Ha/10 OT MEHA?!» — CUTHAJIWII S BO BCE CTOPOHBI.

— Jpaxon neser Ham B rojosbl! He caymaiire! Bspkure moka peimarsest He cran! la3
naBaite! — Bomuit KTO-TO XPHUILIIBIM TOJIOCOM.

Cnyx ynaBnMBaJl TONOT MHOTOYHMCIIEHHBIX IOJIOIB, BOLIAPUBIIMICA B OKPYXarOIIMUX 3/1a-
HUSIX. I MYancs, TSOKEIBIMHE JIaTaMH OCTAaBJIsIsl OCTPhIE BMATHHBI B acainbre, U BAPYT BOJTHA O0H
npomMyanack o Kpbuly. [IpukpernuieHHas K KproKy LI€Tb BIPYT cTajla TSHYTb MEHs, U 51 OOJBbHO
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yaapuiics 06 acdanst. [1agas, st BUaen, kak yiauily 3anojHI0T po30Bbie oOsaka raza. CHOTBOPHOE
3aMoJIHWIO HO3/pU. Bioxu pasHocwiIn 1o Tedy si7, HAlOJHSABIUUMN B3IV YEPHBIM TyMaHOM. B
I1a3ax 3a/IBOMJIOCH, U MOCJIEIHEE, YTO 5 CIBIIIAT — HApACTAIOIUMI B yIlIaX 3BOH.

*kk

— «[Tana, a kTo Takue XpaHUTENIN BpEMEHU ?» — CIIpaIliiBaJl 5, MICIEHHO MPBIras [0 CKajiam,
rpoMo3asmMcs Baanu. — «lIpaBaa, uto oHn pazmMepom ¢ ropy? A Takue TUTaHThl OBIBAIOT?»

— «BBIBaIOT, CHIHOK, OBIBAIOT», — OTBETHII OTEIl. — «XPAHUTEIIN BPEMEHH — CaMble CTapble
JpaKkoHbl Ha Tu1aHeTe. OHU TYT OYEHb IaBHO, U MEPEKUIIN MHOYKECTBO HAIIUX MTOKOJIEHUH. [ 0BODSIT,
yTO XPaHUTENU TYT C MOMEHTA MOSABICHUS )KU3HNY.

— «Bay!» — BocxulilieHHO ogyMa s, ¥ CepAle ycepAaHee 3acTyuano B rpyau. — « CKOJIbKO e
uM Jjiet? 5 Toxe xouy ObITh XpaHUTEIEM BpEMEHHU!»

— «KT0 3HaeT», — orBeTHII OTell. OH CIIOKWI JIallbl IEpe COOOM, U MOJI0KUI HA HUX TOJIOBY. —
«MozkeT u craHenb. [1aBHOE, CTPEMUCH K 3TOMY. XOY€lllb, 51 TO3HAKOMIIIO T€0s ¢ OTHUM?»

— «Koneuno xouy! [laBaii ceituac noiiaem! Hy noiinem!». ..

I'pomkwii 3BoH 1ienn pa3opsan BuaeHue. [lepen rmazamu Obl1 TEMHBINA TyMaH, ¥ s MOPTHYI,
OYYTHBILIUCH YK€ B IpyroM Mecte. MeHs OKpy»KaJli paKaBble CTEHbI JUIMHHOTO Kopuaopa. bproxom
sl OILlYILAJ XOJIO/ METajla, U 4YyBCTBOBAJI, KaK MEPEMEIIatoch. S MONbITaNcs pa3kaTh YEIIOCTH,
¥ TTOTLIEBEJIUTH JIAIAMH, HO YTO-TO CKOBAJIO UX MEPTBOM XBaTKOH. [ 0JI0BY MOBEpHYTH OBLIIO HEBO3-
MOYKHO, U Ha OKOBBI IOCMOTPETH HE Y/1aJI0Ch.

C nByx cTOpOH Opesii BOOPYKEHHBIE JIFOAU B TpoTUBOrazax. OJMH KUBHYJ B MOIO CTOPOHY.

— CMmoTpH, 0YHYIICS, — IPOOOPMOTAN OH MPUIITYILIEHHBIM I'OJIOCOM, TOHYBILIUM B PE3MHOBBIX
cTeHKax. — BoT 3a 3Toro Hac TouHO Harpaja xoporimas xAeT. Thl Koraa-HuOyas BUaea OebIX apa-
KOHOB, KpOME 3TOro?

— Bugen. 1 to onun pa3. [la, Kpuc Oyner noBosieH. Mbl MHOTO €/1bl MOJIy4UM, — OTpe3all
BTOPOH U IIJIEMHYJ MeHs 1o peOpam. — JKaako KOHEUHO, UTO Oellblii, CKopee BCEro, TOKE MOMPET.

JlpIxaHue y4acTHIIOCh, M CEpJlle NPOMYCTUIO Hapy yaapoB. MHp COMKHYJICS 10 pa3Me-
POB JIByX MaJICHBKUX JIOEH, 4TO cerldac oOcyxnanu Mot cyabOy. Sl BooOpasmi, kak yoOeraro.
OuepenHoli HUIENOK MpepBai (paHTa3uIo, s 3aA€prajcs, CTapasich 0CBOOOANUTHCS, U MBIIILBI CBO-
Juiio oT HanpsbkeHusl. [1oBo3Ky enBa yznaBajaoch IBUHYTh, OHA HAJIEKHO Jeprana MeHs, He JlaBasi
BBIPBAaThCSl.

MBI 0cTaHOBUIIUCH NIEPE]] OOIBILIMMU BOPOTAMHU, U MIEPBBIA OXpaHHUK 110OpeN K UTKY. [ po-
Ma/IHbIE MTOJIOTHA JIEHUBO IOTIOJI3JIM B CTOPOHBI, Pa3/1ajicsi CUTHAJI TPEBOTH, U MO TOTOJIKOM 3aro-
penach JaMIouka, cCBepKasi KEITbIMU OTOHbKAMHU.

— Hy Bcé, Genbrii, ObIBaii, — moMaxall MHE IIEPBBIN U, )KECTOM TI03BaB 32 COOOH BTOPOTO, YIIEN.

— Tsoit moct cerogns kakoit? — [locmneBas 3a mepBbIM CIIPOCHIT BTOPOil. — OMsATh B aHrape
Oynenib?

— la, — 06pedeHHO MPOTOBOPUII MEPBHIi. — LlenbIMu AHSIMU TaM TOPYUM YEPT 3HAET 3aueM!
MHoro mMecT ecTb, IJie OT JtoeH OyneT OobIie Mob3bl!

Bcxkope ronoca cruxiin. BMecto nepBbIX IByX MPUILIM TPU YEJIOBEKA B CHHUX KOMOMHE30-
Hax. OHM 00OIILTN MEHS, U OJJUH TIPOU3HEC:!

— Korts net. 910 He ['punanan au?

— «a, na! S I'punagan! Bel, HaBepHOE, C KEM-TO MEHS CIyTaJIU?» — MOAYMaJ sI, HAJEsCh,
YTO MOU JIOTA/IKU MPABIUBBIL.

— Jla MOXKeT U HeT, Hy, IOXO0XK MO KpaiHel Mepe. DH, Tbl, — Tpy00 CKa3a YeIOBEK, CTOSIBIITHI
nepeno Muou. — [loiau, nonoxu Kpucy. [lycts oH ocMOTpHUT 3Ty 0c00b. Bo3mMoXkHO 3TO yposeln
Ussiinana.

Mens onu Oynro He cipliany. Ternepb MHE CTallo ICHO — YTO MO€ IJIEHEHHE HE OIIMOKa.
HBsiinan — Mo# OTel U, HE CMOTPs HA 3TO, OHU BCE PABHO MEHS HE OTIyCKaJIH. S| B3MIA10M IIPOBO-
JIJT YOAIUBILErOCs B Y3KOM MPOXO/E MOCIAHIIA, U Mbl OTIPAaBUIIUCH AaJiblIe. DTOT KOPUAOP ObLI

7
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TOYHO TaKOM K€, KaK U MPEAbIIYIIHI, 32 TEM UCKIIOYEHUEM, YTO TYT CTOSUT PE3KUM, HENPUATHBIN
3amnax.

— «Bb1 uTo nemaere?! Bam uto Hamo or MeHA?!» — TOHECIUCH YbH-TO MBICIH, U S CTaJl 03HU-
patbcst Kpyrom. 3HaKOMBIH roJ10C, sl TOUHO CJIBIIIAJ €10, HO HE MOT BCIIOMHHTD, Y€l OH. — «YOepure
CBOM KeJIe3sIKu ! »

— «Kro 3mece?!» — mogymau s1, — «Kto t61?! UTO C TOOOH? ! »

— «I'punanan? I'punanan?!» — orBeuanu B cnemke. — «['punanan! Bwibupaiicsa orcronal
Boi6upaiics! Pacckaxu Bcé otiy! ['pun! Ilomoru mue noxanyiicra! Ioxanyiicra!»

MBI 0CTaHOBWIIUCH IIE€PE]] TOICTOM ABEPHIO, U JaKe CKBO3b CJIOM METajula s yCIbIIIal IpU-
IIyLICHHBIN PEB.

— «4A! 4 ceituac uro-HUOYIL MpUIyMaro!» — nmomaymali s, U CHOBa 3anepraics. — «l e To1?!
Cxonbko ux Tam?!»

— Illokepom He Oeit myouna! — [Ipokpuyany B OTBET 3a ABEPHIO.

Yemrys BcTana Jp100M. B 0TBeT s Mk oLy THI OTYETIIMBBIN 3anax rapu. Bopora ornonsnu
B CTOPOHBI, ¥ NIEPE]] IN1a3aMH OKa3aJIUCh HECKOJIBKO JAECSITKOB KJIETOK C BO3UBIIMMUCS BO3JI€ HUX
JTObMU. MEeHs TOKaTUIu BIEpE.

Jlromu rpeMeny WHCTPYMEHTAaMH, BBITTONTHSS HETIOHSATHBIE MHE Pa0OThI, M KJIALAJIH T10 TIOITy
IOJKOBaHHBIMU cartoraMu. Korja Mbl ABUHYJINCH AAJIbLIE, S CTOJIKHYJICS ¢ O€3KU3HEHHBIM B3IJIfA-
JIOM CEpOTro JIpaKoHa, 4To, IIOXOXKE, TOJILKO YTO IPOCUII MEHSI O IIOMOILIY. PsIioM ¢ HUM CTOSUIH 1BOE
MY>K4MH, ¥ OIUH yAApUI JIPYTOro B )KUBOT. TOT COTHYJICS BIBOE, BBIDOHUB MaJKY, U CXBaTUBILUCH
3a OproXo0.

— Bot 4ro ThI HaTBOpWII, OJICHB?! — 37I00HO MpOpBIYaN ApadyH. — Tel B Kypce, 9YTO MHE 32
3Ty Tylly OTBeyarhb?!

— Jla MHe noka3anock, YTO HAMOPAHUK CJETET, 5 ke TeOs cracaj! — cAaBIEHHO IPOXpUIIEa
KepTBa.

—Ilokasanock Tebe! — 3amMaxHyBIIMCH, OH YTO-TO IIPOBOPYAI, K BEPHYJICS K KIIETKe. — Ternepn
Ha Hezelno 0e3 maifka OCTaHyCh!

S ornsaencs, M KpOBb B JKUJIAaX 3aCThlIA. J{pakoHBl, YTO Ha BXOJE Ka3aJUCh KUBBIMH, ObLIN
MEPTBBI U U3yBEUYCHBI. Ps10M ¢ HIMHU OBbLTH pa30pocaHbl OCTphIE pe3aku. M3 pBaHbIX paH yMEpIINX
COpOJUYEH eIlle COYMIIACh KPOBb, CIMBASICh B KPaCHbIE MATHA MOJ] KJIETKaMH.

— «BpI uTO TYT YyeTpounau?!» — THEBHO AyMal si, UCIIBITaB OTPOMHBIN NpuiauB cuil. 1 cHoBa
3ajeprayics — «3To 4To 3a O0UHA?!»

Benbl B BUCKax MyJbCUPOBAIM, U MEPEN B3IVISIOM IOIOJI3IN KPACHBIE KPOBSHbBIE HUTH. «S1
JIOJDKEH BBIOPAThCS OTCIONA, 51 JIOJDKEH paccka3zarh 00 3ToM otiry!». Kaxkelii MepTBBIN JpaKoH,
OCTaroIIMCA 103311, HOAMUTHIBAI SIPOCTh. Sl XOTEI C3Keub TYT BCE, sl XOTEJ IEPEMOJIOTh KOCTOUKU
KOHBOHMPOB B 3y0ax U 3aJIUTh CTEHbI YEJIOBEUECKON KPOBBIO.

[lepen cneayromumMu BOpoTaMu, IMOYTH Y CaMOTO KOHLIA, U3 psAa CEpbIX KPbUIATBIX MATEH
BbIIEeIMIIOCH Oentoe. Kpome MeHs u Dpernana Apyrux OesbiX APaKOHOB B HAIlIEM PETHOHE HE ObLIO.

—«Operaan!» — mogymant si, ¢ HaaASKI0U IMIsAA Ha 00e31BKEeHHOE Teno. — «dpernan! S tyt!
S tebs BoITAITy!»

OH ToXe MoyIyal, Kak ¥ Bce. DTO MECTO CTajo L[apCTBOM JIIOJEH, CESBIIUX B HEM CMEPTh.
Korna mbl nojomnuiu, s TO4HO yOeauiIcs, 4To 3TO Dpernad. Y Hero, Kak Uy MeHs, He ObLJI0 OTHOTO
KOT'Tsl. MBI OCTaHOBUJIUCH Y BOPOT, U [TIOKA OHU OTKPBIBAJIUCH, s pa3riiaapiBai Dperaana. 13 BCKpsbI-
TOTO Yeperia TOpuajl TOJICThIE cepeOpsHbIE NPYThsl, OT KOTOPBIX B MOTOJOK YXOAUIU IpoBoja. 5
3aKMYPUJIICS, U XOTEJ 3apblyaTh OT THEBA, U3PBITHYB I1aMs. MHe noMeniail HaMOpAHHUK.

MeHns noBesnu Aaiblie, 3arHaB B CHIPOE U HENPUSATHOE MOMEILIEHUE, CO CTEHAMHU PbLKEr0
I[BETA, ¥ YEM-TO 3TO MECTO HATIOMHHAJIO CTPAIIHbIE KOPUIOPHI U3 (ritbMa «CalleHT- Xumn).

[locTaBuB MeHs MOCepeaHEe KOMHATBI, MYXYUHBI B KOMOWHe30Hax oronutd. OauH Hampa-
BUJICS K IUIAHIIETY, BUCAILEMY Ha CTEHE U, CHSIB €r0, CTaJl YTO-TO 3aIIUChIBATh.
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— Bor, ceronns naiiok aBoiiHo# Oyzet. He xodens co MHOM pa3aenuTs?

Bropoii, uTo oTomien B Ipyryto CTOPOHY, U MOTEPSUIICS U3 BUJIA, BEPHYJICS C METANINYECKON
TpyOOil.

— Xouy, — KUBHYJI BTOPOM.

— A tpy0a Tebe 3aueM? — U3yMUJICS IEPBbIHM, OITYCTUB IJIAHILIET.

Bropoii monua 3anéc TpyOy, ¥ CO BCel cuiibl yaapui NepBOro no ronose. CTEKIIBIIIKO MPo-
TUBOTa3a LIeJIM TPECHYIIO, U OHA MOBAJIMIACh HaB3HUYb. OIVIsIEB TEJO MaAlIero TOBapUIla, BTOPOH
HaMpaBUJICS KO MHE.

Ero cumyat pasmbLics, u s OyATO NPOBAIUIICS B UCKa)KEHHYIO MPONACcTh BOCIIOMUHAHUM.

«OperaaH, 3T0 HE MOXEIb OBITh THI, TaM, 3a JABEPbI0. D10 ke He Thi? C T000# HEe MOTIIO
TAKOTo Mpou30iTh. Thl OBLUT XOpOIIMM OpaToM, M HEYKEJIH TBOETO J100pa He XBaTHUT ceiyac Ha To,
910 OBI Pa30yIUTh MEHS, U CKa3aTh, YTO KOLIMAp TO3aH?» — JTyMaJ s, Pa3pbIBaEMbIN TOPEM.

MHe BciOMHMIIACh J1aBHSASL OCEHb, NOSBUBILASACA U3 IETCKUX BOCIIOMMHAHUNA. MBI UK 11O
3achIIaHHOMY JIMCTBOM MOJIIO, U S TOT/IA €/1Ba JOTATMBAJl DPETany 10 KOJIECHa.

— «bparuk, a mouemy Thl HoMoraeuib Apyrum?» — Crpammsai s, 4yTh JU HE HOANPHITUBas
B MOMBITKAaX MOCIEBATh 32 HUM. — «ITO TaK BaXXHO?»

— «He 3Ha10, BaYKHO 3TO, WJIM HET. DTO JEJIa€T MEHS CUACTIMBBIMY, — OH OpeJl, MOKAuYMUBasICh, U
3aCIIOHSUT CO00M comHIe. S mpsTaics B €ro TeHU, — «H KTO 3HAeT, | puH, MOXKeT, Te0e Mmo3Ke MmoHa-
noburtcs nomoirs. [ToroMmy Bo3bMu ceGe B MPUBBIUKY — €CJIN KTO-TO B Oefie, HE TIPOXOIH MUMOY.

— «A BoT [lapek roBOpHT, YTO IOMOTaTh KOMY-TO HET CMbICJIA, U YTO BCE — CBOJIOUM».

B otBet Opar paccmescs.

— «Hagsepnoe, nostomy y Jlapeka Het apy3eil. M1 BUHOBAT B 3TOM, KOHEYHO K€, HE OH», —
Bapyr Opernan octaHOBMIICS, 1 BHUMATEIbHO OCMOTPEIN OKPEeCTHOCTH. — «BoT. BOT TyT MOXHO
nompoOOBaThH.

S npuxancs K 3emiie, 1 XOTell paclpaBUTh KPbLIbs, YTO Obl CHOBA MOIBITATHCS B3JIETETh, HO
He BBIILIO. S TPYCIIMBO MpHXKaJl UX K CIIMHE, a B JIaNbl OyATO Hawim OetoHa. Jlyma Oblia B maTKax.

— «MHe cTpatHo, OpaTuk», — npodopmorain 5. — «Brapyr st cHoBa ynagy ?»

BsiniereB, n mogHsB o0naka MUK, DpEraaH 3aBUC.

— «Otkyna tebe 3HaTh, YTO Thl YNAJEIIb B 3TOT pa3?»

— «Hy, 1 y>xe npITazncs, u BOT, Majgan.

— «Kakoii sxe XpaHuTenb BpeMEHU HE yMeeT JieTarb, | pun? U xakoit XpaHuTenp BpeMeHU
cnaerca? Ecau 4ro-To He Moiy4aeTcs, Hy>KHO WATH BIEPE], U IbITAThCS A0 TEX MOp, MOKa He
noayuyutcs. M Tel yxke nepeaymai 0bITh XpaHurenem?» — Dperaad XuTpo NpULLypHil Iasa.

— «/a s! Jla s 3Haems, kak Mory?!» — B30oapuics si, ¥ pacmyCTHJI KPbUIbsl. — «A BOT
HoKaxy ! »

CrnycTst HECKOJIBKO MUHYT MEHs OOTEKaJsl TeIUIbIM IOXKHBIA BETEp, U Mbl C OpaToM JeTenn
noMoil. OH y4us1 HUKOra He caaBarbes. M3 Moero nonoxenust Toxxe 0b11 Beixoa. HyxxHo mpuy-
MaTh, KaK BBIOPAThCS, U PacCKa3aTh BCE OTILY.

MysxurHa OCTAHOBUJICS MEPEA0 MHOM, M OH CHSUI IPOTUBOTa3. DTO ObUI PHDKHI MapeHb,
C YCBIITaHHBIM BECHYIIKaMH JUIOM. S ctucHyn 3yObl. «OTKpON MEHs, CHOIMU HaMOPIHUK, U Thl
OyZellb NEPBBIM, YbH KHUILIKHU 5 BBIIYILY» — FTHEBAJICA f.

— To1 cnpimmmb MeHs? — Ckasal oH.

B otBeT s nepHyIcs, ¥ MBILIIBI BCITYXJIM OT HAaIpsDKEHUS. S skerail BbIpBaThCs, XOTEI Nepe-
OUTb TYT BCEX, U PACCYIOK €]1Ba CIEP>KUBAJ IMOLIUH.

— «Caplnry», — moyMaJt si, BIUBIIUCH B HETO B3IISAZOM. — «3a4eM ThI YOUJI CBOETO Apyra?y

— DT0 HeBaXXHO. Sl Tako# ke INICHHHK, KaK U Thl. MBI IIUIK CIOJA, ITOAIIKCHIBAsS MECIIHBIN
KOHTPAKT, @ B UTOTE MEHS HE BBIIIYCKAIOT U3 ATOrO Tal0IIHUKA yXKe JaBHO. S Xxouy 0cBOOOIUTH
T€0s1, €CJIM ThI BHITAIMILB MEHS OTCIOAA.

— «Ilo pyxam», — orBetun . — «Kak mbl 310 cienaem?»



A. B. Bonkos. «Bsrnsg 3sepsa»

— 51 ocnaOmnto OKOBBI, U KaK TOJIBKO T€OS MOTSHYT Y€pe3 MOCT, s BUEIUIIOCH B T€OS, U Thl
YACTHILb.

OH nojo1en, onigIbIBasCh Ha BOPOTA, U B35IB KAKOM-TO MHCTPYMEHT, IPUHSJICS UM OpY/AO-
Barb. [lo4yBCTBOBAB, Kak OKOBHI Ha JIallax OCJIA0MH, S OIIyTHI CBOOOAY. Sl mpeacTaBui, Kak MOU
YEJIIOCTH CMBIKAIOTCS Ha TYJIOBHILIE CITACUTESL, U 51 pa3pbIBalO €ro Ha JIBE MOJIO0BUHBI. J[aBHO, TOBO-
pullib, 31ech? JlaBHO pexelllb Ha KyCOuKd MOuX coOparbeB? Pagylics, 4To Thl Hy>KE€H MHE KUBOI,
MHaye —3To ObLI ObI MOCIIEAHUM MUT B TBOEH skU3HU. «HeT, paHo elie koro-To Tporars. Jla 1 MOXET,
OH TYT BOOOIIIE HE IPUYEM, U HUKOTO He Tep3asl. OH MOKa Hy>KEH MHE».

Poixuit cHOBa HaTAHYI MPOTUBOTa3. YOpaB TEJIO TOBApHUIlA, OH BEPHYJICA, U BCTAI PSIIOM.

JIBepb cO CKpUIIOM OTKpbUIaCh, U B HeE€ BoLLIM JBoE JtoAei. [lepBbiM ObLT JJIMHHOBOJIO-
CBI My>KUMHA, B TSDKEJIOM BOEHHOM KOCTIOME, YCUJICHHBIM YEPHBIMH Iu1acTUHAMU. OH MOJI0XKUI
Ja/l0Hb Ha PYyKOSATh MUCTOJIETA, U €ro 3J100HbIE, cephle I1a3a Oeraiau OT MEHS K MOEMY CITyTHUKY.
3a HUM CJIEJIOM IUIEJICS IYIUIbII MapHUILKA B KOCTIOME JJabopaHTa.

— Kpuc, — Hauan nabopant. — Eciu 370 cbiH MBaiinana, To Mbl HEM30€KHO pacKpoemcsl.

— 4 3naro, — orBetmin Kpuc. — Tem sryume. MoxxHO OyeT mpeKpaTuTh 3T0 OCTOYCPTEBIICES
BCceM (panbInBOE nepeMupue. B mpuHiumne, y Hac Bc€ rotoBo, aa?

JlaGopaHT KUBHYII.

— Bor u omnuHo.

OkMHYB MEHS IBITJIIMBBIM B3IJISJIOM, U 3aMETHUB, YTO Ha OJHOM Jlalie OTCYTCTBYET KOTOTb,
Kpuc 10BosIbHO XMBIKHYII.

— Touno. Oto I'puHanan, — cka3zan oH, CMOTps Ha MEHs CHU3Yy BBepx. — [loxox Ha cBoero
noxJjoro 6parua. Keraru, ero noapyxka AHHA y HAC MO MPULIETIOM?

— la, — orBeTHI1 1ab0OpaHT. — MBI YCTAaHOBHIIM 32 HEM HAOMIONEHUE.

AnHa?! Anna y Hux?! Korna onu ycnenu?! 5l uzgan TMXuil ¥ NPOAOIKUTENbHBIN PBIK, €1Ba
C/IEPKaBIINCh OT TOTO, YTO OBl OTKYCUTH rosioBy Kprca.

OH npe3puTeabHO MOCMOTPEN Ha MEHSI, U IIETIKHYI NanblieM. Pbokuii akTHBHpOBaII IOBO3KY,
Y MEHsI IOKaTWIN K CJIEIYIOIIUM BOPOTaM.

— «KTo0 BBI, 1 UTO BaM HY>KHO OT AHHBI, YTO BBl TYT ycTpouu?!», — He BbIAEpAKaB, OAyMall
. — «BbI oTBETHTE 32 3TO, BB HAPYIIWIA MUP, HAPUBIINI MHOTO JIET, M BBl YOUIH Moero Opara!
Bebl otBeTuTE 32 3T0!»

— [loiimu, — orBeuan mue Kpuc. — Ha 3emiie HeT MecTa ai1s 1ByX pa3yMHbIX BUIOB. 1 BbI TYT
— gyxue. TBost AHHa He MOCTPAJAET, €CIIM Thl HE Oy/elllb CONPOTUBISATHCS.

51 Hugero B orBeT He noaymai. [IycTe cuuraet, 4To BCE UAET M0 IUIAHY.

Kak 1 roBopmit peDKuii, 32 ClIeAyIOIUMHI BOPOTAMHU JIeXkKall JUIMHHBIN MocT. Korma Mbl mo6pa-
JUCh 10 CEPEIUHbI, 51 BhIpBajCs U3 OKOB. CO 3BOHOM ITyThl PA3JIETENNCh B Pa3HbIE CTOPOHBI, U
OJlHa yroauia 1o rojose JabopanTy. Knanys 3y6amu, st u3aai oniylIMTEIbHbINA peB. S pacnpa-
BUJI KPbUIbS, U PHDKHIM, O0SICh YIIyCTUTh MOMEHT, BLENWIICS MHE B J1aity. Macka 3aiuTuia ppbhKero
OT 3BYKOBOI1 BOJIHBI, @ BOT Kpuc 3axai yum gaoHsIMu U CTUCHYJ 3yObl. Tskeno ObLI0 AepKaTbes
U3-32 TPAaBMUPOBAHHOM MEPENOHKH, HO BCE e, MHE YIaJIOCh BBIPOBHAThCA. Kpuc, okiemMaBIuch,
JIOCTAJI IUCTOJIET, ¥ CTaJ CTPENATh. [1ynu, ¢ XJ10MKOM BbIJIETABIINE UX YNa, OTCKAaKUBAJIU OT MOEH
YelyH, U 0JJHa CpuKoleTHa 3a cnuHy Kpuca, BBIOUB U3 OPYUYHSI MOCTa CHOII MCKP.

— I'apenpiu! — [purnysmmcs, Kpuc nepecran crpensars, 1 OpocHiics K BOpOTaM.

— «/lepxuck kpenue! S nukupyro!» — CKOMaH/I0BaNI s PhIKEMY.

— To1 6onmpHON?! — KpukHYyD OH, 1 00MOTa)I MOE KOJIEHO KakK yaaB. — CIIOKOHHO Heb3s CITy-
CTUTbCS?!

[IpourHOopupOBaB PHIKETO, S IPHKAJ KPbUIbsI K CIIMHE, U MHE HaBCTPEUy [1OMYaJsICs TOPHBIN
BO31yX. MecTo, r1ie MeHs JIeprKajii, HaXOAUJIOCh BBICOKO B CKajlaX, M Mbl ObUIH BbILIE 001aK0B. Mbl
OBICTPO CHMIKAJIMCh, U BCKOPE s YBUEN 3€JI€HbIe nei3aku Marepuka. Mbl pU3eMIIUIIUCH B JIECY,
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IJI€ 51 eI CKUHYTh pblkero. OTUENUBIINCH, OH IPUCIOHUIICS K JEPEBY, U MBITAJICS OTABIIIATHCS.
S coOupascs B3IeTeTh.

— Croit! Ter Menst TyT octaBumb?! — Bo3myTuics peoxuii. — [la ecau Ob1 He 51, TeOst OBl yixe
MOJT HOXK MyCTHIIH!

S XUIIHBIM B3IJISIOM OKHUHYIT PBIKETO.

— «Ecnu Obl He 51, ThI ObI THUJ B CBOMX CKaJlaX, M CKa)KH CIacu0o0, 4TO s HE IMyCTUII T€Os MO
KJIBIK. MBI B pacuere»

Popkuii cxBatmiicst 3a KOJIEHH, U IPOJOJIKAN UCIyCKaTh TsDKEJble B3A0XH. S B3neren, u
noMyaics K MecTy, rae xuina AxHa. Urto c Hell ceituac? Ecnu 3a Hell Hab01aau, TO MHE CTOMIIO
notopornuthes. bennas Anna! M3-3a Mmens e€ Moru youTh, HO eciiu OBl 51 He cOexal, TO He ObLIOo
Obl 1 maHca e¢ cnactu. S 6osiics, uTo oHa moruOHeT. Croybko ux Tam? Oaun? [Ba? [ecsars, wim
cT0? MHe ObL10 HEBaXHO, 51 pa30pBajl Obl CTOIBKO JHO/IEH, CKOJIBKO HYKHO. A cromio iu? [lonyman
s1, BCIOMUHAs paboyurX, YTO MUPHO KOIOLIMJINCH BO3JIE MEPTBBIX IPaKOHOB. « Thl B Kypce, YTO MHE
3a 9Ty TylUIy OTBeYarh, a He Te0e?!» M3 BOCIIOMUHAHUI BBIPBAJICA TOJIOC JIpayyHa, >KaJICIOLIETo,
YTO OH TETepb OCTaHEeTCs Oe3 maiika. OH TOBOPHII O KMBOM CYIIECTBE KaK O BEIIH, O OSCIIOIIE3HOM
KyCKe Msca, KOTOpPBI HE UMEET HU YyBCTB, HU pazyma. MokeT, AHHa Takas >xe? Bce nmoau takue,
IIPOCTO OHU CKPBIBAIOT CBOIO 3BEPUHYIO HATYpY, Jieiasi BUJI, UTO COLlMalIbHBIE. 5] BAPYT 3a0bL1 000
BCEM. 13 BOoCIOMUHAHMI CTEPIUCH HAILM Pa3rOBOPHI, HAILIM MOJETHI, U TEIUIbIE JIETHUE BEUepa,
KOTOpBIE MbI IPOBOAMIIN BMECTE. «JIIOIsIM HENb3sl BEPUTHY — CJIENAJ 5 BBIBOJ.

[Ipuneres k Bxony B OyHKep, rne xuiia AHHa, s yiuBWiIcsA. AHHA cTosjIa TaM, U OeceoBana
¢ MouM oTroM. OTer| — KpYIHBIN OeJbIi IpakoH, HAMHOTO KpyITHEe MEHs. YBU/IEB MEHs, OH BOC-
KJIUKHYJI.

— «CprHOK!» — ycmpimian s ero Mpiciu. — «Llensrit! S He Mor Te6st HaiiTH, TIe THI OBLT? )

— «/la, mam, ciymiaii, ceiiuac BpeMEHHU HET, 51 JOJKEeH Te0e KOe-uTo paccKas3aTh!»

He oOparuB BHMMaHus Ha AHHY, s npu3emnnics. OHa NbITanach MPUBJIEYb MEHS U3YMIIEH-
HBIM B3IVISJIOM, HO 5 IIPOAOJIKAT €€ UTHOPUPOBATb.

—Yro cnyumniocs? — Cripocuina AHHa, TOAOWIS K HAM.

— «TBou coponuuu pexyT B cKajlax Halll MOJIOAHSK, AHHA. 11 MeHs 4yTh HE MyCTWJIM Ha
¢dapm. Bot 4to cinyumnnoce», — momymadi s 3100H0, 1 HaOTIOAAl 3a OTIIOM.

AHHa cTana XBaTaTh PTOM BO3/yX, Kak pblOa, BeINaBIIasi Ha OEper, ¥ He HaIlIach, 9YTO OTBE-
TUTh. 5l paccka3zai oTiy Bc€, OT Hayasia 10 KoHla. Korja oH y3Hai o cMepTu DperiaHa, B ero rasax
HOSIBUJICS XMITHBIN OJIECK, a IIpaM IO/ TI1a30M OyATO BCIIBIXHYIL.

— «AHHa», — 00paTWJICs OH K HEM.

— Ha? Cnymaiite, co0oe3Hy10, MHE TaK >Kallko JperjaHa, — OHa MOTynuiIa B3DIAI. — S He
BEpIO, UTO OH...

— «AnHay, — epedu oren. — «Cobupail ceMbio, U yXOAH. DTO OBLI MOCIEAHHUNA pa3, KoTIa
s yBHUJIEN TeOs, U IO3BOIMI YHTH KHBOI.

Mou ma3a paclIMpWINCh, U CMOTpEN Ha OTLA, KOTOPbI HAOMI0Aal 32 TOPHBIM XPEeOTOM.
Taxoro He oxkunan naxe 5. Yro on 3amyman? Heyxenu oH xouet?

Orern rpoMKO 3apelyali, npepBaB MOM MbICIU. PEB OblT HACTOIBKO TPOMKUM, YTO OOaKa
OyATO B CTpaxe MOMNOJI3JIM B pa3Hble CTOPOHBI. S B3nporHyn. ['yObl AHHBI 3aApOKajiu, U OHA, C
y’KacoM IVISAsl Ha MOETO OTIa, NoMmsIThiIach Ha3aa. CKpbhIBIIKMCH 3a IBEPHIO, OHA OOEKaIa BHU3.

Moii B3 yeTpemuics K ropuzoHTy. C HeOOM CHavasia CMellaanuch HEOOIbIINE YepHbIE
TOYKH, KOTOPBIE 3aTEM MPEBPATUINCh B IpakoHUil poil. Ha 30B oTua cieranach Hamia oOLuHa.

*kk

51 paccmarpuBa KapTUHBI, KOTOPbIE COXPAHUIIUCH C €Ilie I0BOCHHbIX BpeMeH. Ha Hux Obuin
n300paXkeHbl 1pakoHbl. OHU U3PBITAJIH IJIAMSL, U PSIIOM C HEKOTOPBIMHU S TIPE/ICTABIISLI ce0s1, TAKOTO
e orHenplaiero. [lnams — camoe rpo3Hoe opyskue B apceHase JpakoHa. OTHEHHOE JbIXaHUE 5
BUJIEJI JIMIIb Ha KAPTUHKAX. 5] 4acTo crpaluBai OTLa, HOYEMY B )KU3HH JPAKOHBI HE UCIIOJIB3YIOT
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OTOHB, HA YTO OH 00BIYHO OTBeuas «MoxeT mooxotumcs?» i «Ilorom pacckaxy». Takue otro-
BOPKH $ CJbILIAJ IOYTH BCE 1€TCTBO. B 0MH macMypHBI J€HEK s XOTeN B3APEMHYTh Ha TOpOJI-
CKOM KpBlllIe, M KOTJa MOYTH yAaJIoCh YCHYTh, OTEL] BhIpBal MeHs U3 Mupa rpe3. OH no3Bajl MeHs
CJIEI0BAaTh 32 HUM, U 51 MOJI4a IIOBUHOBAJICS.

MBI ynierenu ¢ KpbIlliM, ¥ OH IPHUBEN MEHs B KapTUHHYIO ranepero. [Ipoias nmox mmpokoin
apKOIi, MBI OKa3aJIMCh B MBUTFHOM 3aJie, CTeHBI KOTOPOTO OBLTH yBEIIaHbl pa3HOOOpPa3HBIMU KUBO-
NUCHBIMU KapTUHAMHU.

— «5] moMH10, ChIH, THI YaCTO UHTEPECOBAJICSA TEM, IOYEMY B JKHU3HM JIPAKOHBI HE U3PbITAlOT
wiamMst. Thl y>ke B3pOCbIi, U 1 CHYUTAL0, 4TO TEOE MOYKHO paccKa3arb. DTO KacaeTcs JII0ei», — 0Tell
B3MJISIHYJ Ha MeHS. — « 0TOB?»

Mens oxBatui 03HOO0. Kakum oOpa3zom mamsi, 4TO JOJDKHO TMOSIBISITECA B HAC, MOXKET
Kacarbes Jionei? B Te quu s yxe Bonua apyk0y ¢ AHHO#, U oTel] 00 3ToM npekpacHo 3Haj. CriioT-
HYB CJIIOHY, S KUBHYIL.

— «Tbl, HaBepHOE, YacTO 3ameyaj, YTo y TeOsl BCErna €CThb YyBCTBO JIETKOTO XCOKEHHS B
ropiae?» — 3aKOHYMB pacCMaTpUBaTh KapTUHY, I7I€ BHICYHYBIIHMH FOJI0BY U3 BOABI MOHCTP 3aJIMBaJl
MaJIeHbKUI KOpaOIMK OrHEM, OTEIl TIepEeBEIT B3IVIST HAa MEHS. — «3aMedalt BeIb?»

51 ¢ HenpUA3HBIO BCIIOMHUHAJ 3TO %oKeHHe. [la, oHo y MeHs Obu10. MHE Beera Ka3anoch, 4To
sl cepbe3HO OOJICH, U 1 HE TOBOPHII OTILY, O0SCh €r0 PACCTPOUTb.

— «Hy na, a y Te0s pa3Be Toxxe Takoe ObLI107»

Oren TUXO 3acMesIcs.

— «Koneuno. OHO ecTb y BceX, CBIHOK. Tak BOT, 3TO Hallla UCKpPay»

— «U mpuueM TyT nr0au?» — ¢ HEAOYMEHUEM MOAYMa s, TENEeph TOXKE BIJIAIBIBASICh B YIPO-
JKAIOILlEee OTHEIBIIIAIIEE YYANILE HA KApTUHE.

— «MIX KpoBB MOMOTaeT BBIpabaThIBATh TO, YTO HY>KHO HaM JIJIs IIaMeHu. S Mor ObI TopoOHO
OINMCATh XMMHUYECKHE MPOLIECCHI, HO TeOE ITO 3HATh HU K yeMy. [lorom, MokeT, caM pa3zdepenibesh».

Tak BOT mouemy s BCIO KU3Hb HE MOT BbIJIaTh Ja)X€ MaJEHbKOM CTpyiku rameHu. Korma
OTell 3aKOHYUII, 1 BCIOMHUJI BCE KapPTHUHBI € IPAaKOHAMU, KOTOPbIE TOJIbKO BHIEd. B yenoBeueckux
JIeTeH 1aX HaC 300pakaiy 0€3KalOCTHBIMH CYIIECTBAMH, C YbHUX OCTPHIX KJIBIKOB BCET/Ia CTEKAJIH
KpoBaBble HUTH. MBI Bcerja OblIM OKPYKEHBI OPEOJIOM )KECTOKOCTH, 371a, U KpoBOXKagHoCTU. [Ipu
HAaIlleM BUJI€ OCTaHABIMBAIUCH CEPALIA, U JTIOH pa30eTanch, BITasICh XOTh HA CEKYHAY MPOIIHTh
HUYTO)XKHO KOPOTKYIO JKU3Hb. Takoe Bpemsi neicTBuTenbHO 0b110? TO €CTh, TO, YTO JIFOAW paHbIIIe
TOBOPUJIM O APAKOHAX — HE JIETeH 11?7

— «/la, 9TO He MpOoCTO JEereHAb», — yrajgaB X0/l MOMX Pa3MbIIIJICHUH, BMEIIAICs OTel. —
«Korna konunniack bosnbias BoHa, MBI 3aKIIOUMIIN € TIOABMU cAeNKy. OHM epecTaiv CTPOUTH Ha
MOBEPXHOCTHU, U MOPTUTH HAM U3Hb CBOMM «Iporpeccom». Mbl, B3aMeH, NepecTalli UCTPEOIIATh
UX, JIMIIas ceds IIaBHOTO pecypca U ITaBHOTO OPYXKHUS — UX KPOBU U IJIAMEHUY.

— «3T10 %K€ xopo1uo, oten!» — Bockinuknyn 51, 00pagoBaBUINCh. — «MBbI Tenepb >KUBEM MUPHO,
U HUKTO He JoJbKeH crpagarh! Becem xopomio! Jlromu xopomue, Tak Beas? M AnHa xoporas!
MoskeT, Teb€e TO’Ke CTOUT 3aBECTU CPEM JIIOACH ApyTray.

OtBens 11a3a, OTell MPOMOTYAIL.

3ByK MHOTOUYHMCJIEHHBIX IPAKOHBUX PEBOB CO3/aj] OAMH 0€300pa3Hblil TyJ, BbIIEPHYBIIUI
MEHS U3 BOCIIOMUHAaHUN. B BO31yxe MOBUCIIO MHOKECTBO JIPAKOHOB, U Ka3aJl0Ch, YTO OHU MOTYT
HaKpbITh 0001 BcE. [Ipn3eMiImBIINCh, OHU CTAJIU IEPEAABATH CIUIOIIHOM IOTOK MBICIIEH, BbIpakas
KTO YAUBJIEHUE, KTO UCIIYT.

— «UB3iinaH, Thl COTHIO JIET HAC TaK HE CO3BIBAJI, UTO CIYUMIOCH?»

— «Tumuna!» — CkoMaHa0Baja OTel.

Orer pacckaszall UM TO, UTO paccKasall s, IepeiaB MPOU30ILIEALIee CI0BO B ClI0BO. Temneps,
BMECTO HEro/I0BaHMsl, B TOJIIIE IPAKOHOB CTaJla pa3TyauBaTh 3aKUIaronias 3;100a.
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— «[locne aTOrO0, 51 BEIHYX/EH CAENaTh ONPE/CIIEHHbIE BEIBO/BL, U KaK Bbl IOHUMAETE, Mepe-
CTaTh OTPULIATh ONIACEHUSI, KOTOPbIE BhICKA3bIBaJ Halll J[pEBHUI BOXKAbY.

B oOmune nomnosnszna MonBa: «Tenepb NOHIATHO, Ky[a IPOnal MOW CbIH», «TaK BOT MOYEMY
JpaKOHbI Ha BCEM MaTepUKe OECCIIEIHO UCUE3aIN.

— «XBarut! CruterHnuath Oynere motom!» — [pepsan ux OTelr, u napy pa3 B3MaxHyB OTPOM-
HBIMU KPBUIbSMH, TOAHSUICA Haja cTaed. — «S BeIHYXJeH pa3opBarh A0roBop! Mbl Bekamu Tep-
HeJIU PUCYTCTBUE JIFOAEH, MbI 3aKPbIBAJIM I71a3a HA MOXUIIEHHUS, XOTS JOra/IbIBAINCh, YTO UMEHHO
oy ux ycrpausarot! Tenepp, Korja ecTh 10Ka3aTesIbCTBA, S pa3pellato NpoauTh CTOJIBKO KPOBH,
CKOJIBKO HYKHO, YTO ObI M3THATh UX C IJIAHETHI!»

Bokpyr HeoxxugaHHO cTeMHesno0. B unctom Hebe crycTHINCh Ty4d, U CTajld OUTh MOJIHUH,
CJIEIOM BBINTyCKasi pa3pbiBaBIINi BO3ayX rpoM. [lo ynunam Gpoaumiu aronu U, MOvysiB HAINpsiKe-
HUE, CTaJIM OINISIbIBaThCs. BCkope ynuIlbl 3aroiHuIa CloThIKaBLIasics Tona. AHHa BblOexalia u3
OyHkepa co cBoei cembeil. OHu mobexanu B ropoa. [ poMo3akuid CHITyST OTILIa CKPBUICS 3a 3/1a-
HHUEM, U MEHS CIIOBHO LICMISIMU MPUKOBAJIO K 3eMJIe. Sl ¢ UCITyTOM 4ero-To »Jai, u foxaancs. Coy-
CTsI MTHOBEHHE CIyX YJIOBWJI NEPBBIM YesoBeUYeCKUil BOILIb. Pa3malincTeie Kpplibs NOJHUMAIN
oOnaka MUK, U pa3pblBaIM MPOCTPaHCTBO. OTell BEpHYIICS ¢ OKPOBABJICHHOH MacThiO, 1 CHOBA
U3/1aJl OITYLIUTENbHBIM peB, BBIITyCKask U3 ropia TOJICTYIO cTpyro IuiaMeHu. Hebeca 3akunenu, u
SIPKUI OTOHb 3aCTaBUJI TEMHOTY CI'YCTHTBCS BOKPYT ce0st. Cep/Lie 3anpbiraio, bITasiCh BBIBEPHYTh
pebpa. Bo3HUK X0J10]1 B XKUBOTE, U 5 KEJIaJI pa3BesTh €ro MPUKOCHOBEHUEM ITON pa3pyLIMTEIbHOM
CHUJIBI.

— «Bcex!» — [lomyman oH, ciioBHO B sipocTHOM Kpuke. — «PBatb Becex! Peats! Coxeun! Hcne-
HEJINUTh U 0CBOOOANTD IUIAHETY OT ATUX Napa3utoB! OTAENUTE MIOTh OT KOCTEH, OCTaBbTE HA YIIU-
1ax JIMIIb TOPCTKHU MO30PHOTO MEMJa, U MOKaXUTE 1caM Oy/IKH, B KOTOPBIX OHHU JOJKHBI CUJETH ! »

HoBas BonHa pbluaHus MPOKATUIIACH 10 CTA€, U BAPYT, B OTEMKaX, 3KIJIUCh JAECITKHU 3BE-
pUHBIX T1a3. MeHs Oonblle He OKpYXKaJld Pa3syMHBIE CYIIECTBA, MEHSI OKPY>KalH MEPBOOBITHEIC
XMILHUKA. MEHs OKpYy>Kajli O’KMBILINE KapTHUHBI IPAKOHOB U3 rajiepeu, KOTOPYIO CO3AaIN JIFOAU.
OnHu BueNM OTLA, ¥ OHU XOTENH IJIAMEHU, OHU XOTEJIN YeJI0OBEUECKOM KPOBHU, U OTMILIEHUS. B3MbIB
B BO3/YX, CTas KMHYJIaCh Ha TOpoJl, Kak capaHya. OTaeabHbIE YETOBEUECKHE BCKPUKHM CKOPO IIpe-
BpaTWINCh B HEMPEPBIBHYIO MEJIONUIO O0IH. Sl 0OCMOTpENCs, BUJS OXKUBIIKE HOYHBIE KOIIMApBHI.
HasiBy moBTOpsisioch BuieHNE, sIBUBIIEE ce0st B cTapoM ropoze. [1o ymurie 6eranu mromu, 1 naiuin
B HE00. B oTBeT Ha HUX Majganu CTPYU BCEMOKUPAIOIIETO OrHsl, yOuBas UX My4YUTEIbHOU cMep-
Th10. JIpakoHbl HaOpachIBaINCh HA JIIONEH, JKeJas MOIYYUTh 3aBETHYIO MOIlb. CTEHbI OpOLIAJINChH
KPOBaBBIMU OpBI3TaMH, CIIOBHO IIPUHUMAS Ty TIOCIIE TSDKEJIOTo pabodero nHs. BHyTpu npakona,
TOJILKO YTO Pa30PBABILETO YEIOBEKA, IOSIBUIIOCH KPAaCHOE CUSIHUE. MUT CITyCTsI OHO ITPEBPATUIIOCH
B TOPSIYMI CUHUH SI3bIK OTHS, OOJIM3BIBAIOLIETO TOJITY Ha yaule. Yac Ha3ax s XOTel 3TOro, XOTell,
YTO OBl YJIMLBI 3aIIOJTHUJINCH YET0BEYECKUMU BOIUISIMU, M XOTEJ, UTO ObI 10 JOPOraM PACKUHYJINChH
KpacHble peku. [lomyuus xkenaemoe, 1 CMOTpeI, HEe MOpras.

— «IIpekparure!» — nonyman 5. — «IIpexparure!»

YMmeit IpakoHBI I1aKaTh, s OBl pa3peiaancs. B BooOpakeHnn BCE ObLIO HE TaK, U S IIPOKJIISIT
ce0s 3a KaK Y10 KECTOKYIO MBICIIb, KOTOPYIO TOJIBKO [TO3BOJIWI c€0€ B OTHOLIEHUH Apyrux. HukTo
He oTBevasl. Pa3sym JpakoHOB MOMIOTUJIA SPOCTh, U TENEPb OHU TOJBKO PhIYAIIM U PEBENH, KaK
[JIYIIbI€ )KUBOTHBIE, HACIAXKAASICh IJIOJaMH KECTOKOCTH. Mbl ynopoounucs toasm. Mel yOuBaem
HeBUHHBIX! OHHU ke TyT He npuyem! XBarut!

AHHa, HY’)KHO BBITAlLIUTh €€, [TOKa €CTh BpeMsi!

S Opocuiicst B roposi, ¥ oTbIicKad €€. OHa TeIoM MPUKpPbIBajia POJHBIX OT HABHCILErO HaJ
HUMH YEPHOIO JApaKoHa. Jlepras KoKeH, CKphIBaBLIEH KJIbIKH, OH OTOJIAI UX.

— «AHHa!» — nogymai s, 1 OHa MOBEPHYJIaCh KO MHE, B HAJIeXK/1€ OTKPBIB IJ1a3a.

OH He o0OpaTHsl HA MEHS BHUMAHUS, U 5 KUHYJIICS BIEpe/, MONb3ysCh MOMEHTOM. S nmbom
Bpe3ajsicsl B €ro OOK U B TOJIOBE 3a3BE€HEN0. BIOUTHIN U3 paBHOBECHS, OH OTIPABUIICS B KOPOTKUI
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noset. Ckoib3s 1o acalibTy, OH OUYEPHsUI CTEHbl OTHEM. AHHA U €€ POAHbIE CIPATAINCh B Tpe-
IIMHE, pacTsAHYBILIEHCs 1o cTeHe. [IpoTUBHUK 37100HO 3apblyai U, CTYKHYB IIUIACThIM XBOCTOM
10 UCKOPEXEHHOI MalllMHE, MOIHAJICS Ha HOTH.

— «OctaBb Hac! [1o3Bomb yitTu!» — nomymai si, CMOTpsl Ha HETO U FOTOBSICh K PbIBKY. — «I103-
BOJIb YUTH!»

OH HU4ero He noayMal. Sl BooOIe He CIbIai MbICIIeH. XOTs 00BIYHO, B TPUCYTCTBHH Jpa-
KOHOB, TOJIOBA TIOJIHWJIACH UMU. UepHBIN CMOTpEI U, HISTKHYB 3y0amMu, OpOCHIICS HABCTpeuy, pa3H-
HYB HacTb. Sl HBIPHYJ MOJ HETO, U YENIIOCTU YEPHOTO COMKHYJIUCH Ha TOM MECTE, I1I€ CEKyHAY
Ha3a/1 ObLIa MO 1IIesl.

Otnnunblii MOMeHT 1718 yaapa! Ero mioTka Obl1a npsiMo HaJ0 MHOU, U €€ MOXXHO BCKpPBITh
OJTHUM TOYHBIM yKycoM. [loaBuInch K 1€y, s XOTe CTUCHYTh 3yObl, KaK BIPYT HEBUIUMAs CHUJIa
pacciiabuiia 4earocTy MpsAMO Nepesl arakoil. Sl 3acThll, U TYT KOXKY Ha rOJIOBE MPOH3UIA OCTpas
6omb. Ero xorrucras jnama ocraBuia KpoBaByl0 OTMETHHY Ha MakylIlKe, U s MOMSATHIICA Ha3al.
JIuKys, OH pBaHYJCS KO MHE, U 1 YBUJEN SIPKYIO BCIBILIKY. 3amax rapu, IpakoHUMN BOILIb, MEHS
cOmIIo ¢ nar. B yImax mosBUiICs MucK.

— Coxpan ckoruna! Coxpan na?! — 3a 3BykoM B3pbIBa MOCJIEIOBAJ JIPOXKAIIUIN YeTIoBeUe-
ckuil kpuk. — Bkycno te6e?! HpaButcsa?!

ComnepHHK OBLI TOBEPIKEH, M TYCKIIBIE TIa3a yCTPEMUIINCH K HeOy. B 1iee 3usiiia apipa ¢ OKpo-
BaBJIICHHBIMU KPasMHU.

— «He crpensii!» — momyman s1, 60siCh OKa3aThCsl CIEAYIOMNM. — «5l Ha cTopoHe sroaei! Y
MEHS HET TIaMeHu!»

— He ne3p MHe B Gamiky! — 113 okHa BbICYHYJICS MyKYMHA C IPOTUBOTAHKOBBIM I'paHaTOMe-
ToM. Cie1oM 3a IIyXUM IIJIEIIKOM CO CBUCTOM IOMYAJICS CHapsiI.

51 HBIpHYJ 3a T€JI0 NOTUOIIEro, U CMOT YHTH OT IONalaHus. YU CHOBA IPOH3MII 3BOH, U IO
Yelrye 3aCTy4aal OCKOJIKH ac(abTa.

— He crpensii! — Bo3nuk sxeHckuii ronoc. — Yidau!

— baba! He ness!

51 BbICYHY1 royioBY, U yBuAen AHHY. OHa 3aropakuBajga MO€ YKpPbITHE, IIUPOKO pacCTaBUB
PYKH.

— 3aiimuch octanbHbIMU! DTOT Halll! — YBEepeHHO KPUKHYJIa OHA, IPOJOJIKAsl CTOSITh ITperpa-
noil. — OH He TporaeT Jrozei!

— ypa! Tedy! — MykurHa CIUTIOHYJ U CKPBUICS.

Y0enuBuucey, 4To rpaHaTOMETUHUK yieda, AHHA CHOBa o0Oexasa K TpeniuHe. S punymncs 3a
HEll, 1 OKMHYI yaully OeribiM B3msiioM. Kpuku ¢ pplyaHusMH yXoQuiin BIIyOb ropoja, U jopora
ycToBaJIa.

AHHa BbIBEJIa U3 TPEIIMHBI IPOXKALIUX OT CTpaxa CTapUKOB, KOTOPbIE UCIYTAaHHO MIISENN
no cropoHam. [Ipu MoeM BHU€ cTapHK ynepcs JaJl0OHSIMHU B CTEHY, 3aJ€pKUBasi CTapyIlIKy, U CTall
TOJIKATh €€ 00paTHO.

— He 6oiics, man! — [Tog3eiBana Axnna. — 910 Ham apyr! O nomoxer!

Crapuk HEe1OBEpYMBO Kadall TOJIOBOM, U OHU CHOBA CKpbUIUCH B TpemnHe. Ho Bckope AHHE
yAaJIOCh CJIOMaTh WX, U OHHU BHIIUIM. MBI NOCHEMIMIN CKPBIThCA. B3rpomMo3nuB cemeiicTBO Ha
CIIMHY, 51 B3JIETEN, U MI0KA Mbl HE MOKUHYIN FOPOJ, TOPALIUI 1103311, CTapaJics He 000paYNBATHCS.
Bcest nopora npoiia B Harpsi>KeHHOM MOJITYaHUM, U Mbl IPU3EMIIUIIUCH B JIECY, UTO OBLI AAJIEKO OT
BJaJieHuH oTua. TaM HaxonuI0Ch CIPATAaHHOE YKPBITHE, KOTOPOE CEMbsi AHHBI TOTOBUJIA KaK pa3
Ha TaKOW Clrydai.

— «U gto manbme?» — Crpocun s, He MOHUMAs, 4TO JAeNaTh. — «OT HUX HE BBIMAET JOJTO
npsirarees. Korga ocranabHble Y3HAIOT, YTO COMNIAIIEHUE PAa30PBAaHO, TO TOXKE HAUHYT OOMHION.

— ¥V MeHs ecTb Opat, — Hauana AHHA U, CJI0KHUB PYKHU, IPUCIOHMIIACh K OETOHHOMN CTEHE. —
MBp1 pazbepeMcs, UTO Jes1aTh ajbllie, TOIbKO CHavYalla s X04y 4To Obl Thl, — OHA CIJIOTHYJIA, Oy/ITO
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00sICh MMPOM3HECTH TO, YTO MPHILIO € B TOJIOBY, — YTO OBI THI MOMOT. MHE OOJbIIe HE K KOMY
00paTuThCSL.

S nonaran, 4To AHHa MOXKET paccKa3blBaTh MHE HE BCE, HO, TEM HE MEHEE, YIUBUIICS HOBO-
cti. OHa paccka3biBajia 000 BCEX CBOMX POJICTBEHHUKAX, U HUKOI/Ia HE yIIOMUHaa Opara. Yrajaas
omnaceHus, AHHA MOJIOIILIA, TPUCIOHUB K MOEH Jiame JIaJIoHb.

— 51 He Mory1a 0 HEM pacckasarb, — BHHOBATO TpousHeciaa AHHA. — OH HE 10BEPsT HUKOMY,
KpOME MEHsI, ¥ IPOCUJI XPAHUTB €r0 CyIEeCTBOBaHME B TaiHe. 1 emie, Mecto... MecTo KoTopoe Thl
onucall, oTKyaa Tbl coesxai. OH )KMBET HeAalleKo OTTya. Eciiu TBOM oTel pelmuT HanacTh, To Opara
HY>KHO BBITAlUTh. 5] yBepeHa, — AHHA IPUCIIOHWIIA JIAJ0OHb K TPY/IH, U CTajla BCXJIUNbIBATh. — TBOMI
OTell pelInT TyJa MpUTH, U OpaT MoxeT noctpaaark. [loxkanyiicta, s HOHUMAO, YTO ThI 30J1 Ha
HAC, HO MBI K€ ¢ TOOOMU ObUIH Jpy3bsiMu! S HUYEro MmI0Xoro Tedbe He caenanal

Omna npukanach KO MHE, U cTaja Iakars. [lo Teny npoMyalics Xonoaok. AHHA, HE Mjiayb!
S xe criac Te0s1, st Xouy TeOs 3alUTUTh, X0uy oMoub Tebe! Thl Beb MOt styutmii 1pyr!

MHe Ha ceKyHIy IPUBHUAEICS MOMEHT U3 MPOILJIOTO.

«Bugums!» — Manenbkas AHHa Jepkalia 4YelIyHKy, CKBO3b KOTOPYIO ObLia MpojaeTa
nenoyka. S xjomnan ma3zaMu, NbITasCh NOHATD, Ybsl OHA.

«3T0 TBOA, Typadok!» — OHa 3acmesiachk, yBUAEB MEHs, 00ECKYypaKeHHOTO. — «SI 0cTaBiio
e€ cebe, M 9TO 3HAYUT, YTO MBI Bceraa Oyzem apy3bsamu!» — JleTckue pydkd ¢ TpyaoM OOXBaTHIIN
MOIO II€I0, ¥ BAPYT CTAJIO TEIUIO0, KaK HUKOT/A.

Ceituac Ha HEW BUCET TOT XK€ aMyJeT, CACIaHHBIA W3 BbIMaBlIed demyiku. Koneuno, s
noMory tede, AHHa.

— «Korga nerum? Twl cefiuac roroBa?» — OTBETWI S, U MPUKUHYN, CKOJIBKO Tyna J00u-
partbcsi. — «Mbl OyzieM TaM B TEUCHHUU Yacay

AHHa MOTYa KMBHYIA, U CKPBUIACh B YOeXKHILE. S MPHHSAI 3TO KaK 3HAK cortacus. Bekope
OHA BEpHYJIach ¢ HEOOBIIIOH CYMOUYKOM, OT KOTOPOH MCXOIMJI JICTKHIA 3armax e1bl. MBI OTIIPaBUIINCH
B IyTh, 1 AHHA IpoBeNia MEHA K yOexuiry, rae ki e€ Opar. Lllupokue, MpHOTKPHITEIE BOPOTA
CTOSUIM Mepea HaMU. Sl JIErKOo MOT B HUX MPOTUCHYTHCA, U AHHA 0J0OPUTENBHO MOXJIONala MEHs
10 11ee. «3HaUUT, HY)KHO Tyla» — yOenuics si, HEyBEepEHHO IIarHyB HAaBCTPEUy HEN3BECTHOCTH.

— «OueHb TUXO0» — TPEBOXKHO IMoAyMall 5, Koraa Mbl Bouuid. — « Tl yBepeHa, 4To OH TyT?
I'ne Bce?»

— Bo3MoxHO, OHM CKpBUIUCH B INTyOMHAx. BecTh 0 TakoM mobowuiie pasnerurcs ObICTpo, —
3aMmeTusa AHHA, KaK-TO MTOJIO3PUTEIBHO OIJIAIBIBASICh 10 CTOPOHAM.

Ona cne3ina u nouwia BIIyOb MPOCTOPHOTO NMOMEILEHHUS, 0OBEIIAHHOT'O JKEJI€3HBIMH MOCTH-
KaMH.

— Kpuctnan! — Ona cnoxwuna pyku B pynop. — Kpuctuan! Mer 3a To60# npuim!

B ronoge Bapyr Bcruibln 06pa3 Kpuca. JJmMHHOBOIOCOTO MYKUMHBI, MPUIIEAIIETO K MOEH
KJIeTKke BMecTe ¢ JabopantoM. He ero nu ona 30Bet? A ¢ gero 6517 Mano nu B mupe Kpuctuanos.

He noxxnasmucek orBeTa, AHHA OJOIIIA KO MHE, M TIOCMOTpENA B I71a3a.

—I'pun, noOynb 31ech, — OHA ¢ OacKoM IIsSIHYJIA B LIEJIb, YEPE3 KOTOPYIO MbI CIO/1a IPOIIU. —
S noiiny, npoBepro, HET JIM €T0 B JPYTOM CEKIMH. A Thl OCTAHbCS, YTOObI T€0SI HE MOINIM YBUIETh
C BO31yXa.

S monua npoBoaus AHHY B3IVISZIOM, U BEPHYJICSA K U3yueHUIO yoexxuiia. Sl Mor TyT B3Jje-
T€Th, 1 OHO OOJIbIIIE HATIOMUHAJIO MEPTBBII aHrap, HEXKeJIU Xopollee yKpelThue. MOCTHKH, BUCEB-
M€ O] MOTOJKOM, BEJIM K MpadyHbIM npoémam aBepeil. Hukakux crienos mroneit TyT He ObLIO,
KpOMe€ HECKOJIbKUX HAKPBITHIX Ope3eHTaMU SIUKOB, U CTHUBIIUX KaHAaTOB. B TeMHOTE 3€BOB /iBE-
peil 3acBepKaii CTEKJIa IPOTUBOTa30B, U B IPYAH KOJIbHYJI0. AHTap cTajl 3aloIHITh pO30BbIH ras,
ycbinuBLINi MeHd B CTapoM ropojie. 3arpoxoTajid 3HaKOMbIE XJIONKH, U O CTEHbI YIapUIUCh PO-
JIETEBIINE MUMO KEJIe3HBIE KPIOUbs. Pa3BepHYyBIINCH, 1 TOOEkKAI K BBIXOLY, HO Ta3 MOMEHTAIILHO
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BbIKayas U3 MeHs cuiibl. CBaJMBIINCH, 51 IPOKATUJIICH 110 MOy, U ocTaHoBuIiIcs. Ilepeno MHOM cTO-
sila AHHa, U S HarpaBuJil B3IV B €€ ONyCTEBIINE I1a3a.

— «OT10 Kak noHuMath?» — [logymait s, HO 0OTBETa HE yCbllIall, OTKJIIOYUBILHUCE.

*kk

[Iepen MbICIEHHBIM B30pOM O€XalM SPKUE BCIIBIIKH, U MOSBICHUE KaXKI0M COMPOBOXKAa-
JIOCh CJIOBHO PacKaTUCThIM yaapoMm XjbicTa. lllym 3amonHsan dyepen, U cTpeMHIICS MPOCOYUTHCS
Hapy’Ky, 3aCTaBIIsIsl TOJIOBY 00s1€Th. S mbITajCs NOAHATH HEMOCTYIIIHBIE BEKHU, U KOTJa 3TO y/1aBa-
JI0Ch, TJ1a3a HAYMHAJIO *eub. By OblT CTIOBHO U3 akBapuyMa, BOZsHasi MyTh KOTOPOT'O TOIWIIA pa3-
MBITbIE YEJIOBEUECKNE CUITYIThI. 1071 CIMHON YTO-TO XOJIONHOE, U BIEPBHIE 5 OILYyILAJ IPOXIaay
TaK OCTPO, OYATO C MEHS CoApaiu yemryro. [lomeBenuTscs He yaaBaioCch, HO MBICIH, K CYACTHIO,
HUKYZa HE JETUCh.

AHHa, Kak Tl Moria npeaarb MeHsa? [locie cTonpkux et aApyKObI THI MPOCTO Clajia MEHs
JTronaM, U 3aueM? Panu yero? Yem oHu Te€0s1 Kynuiiu, WK KaK 3aCTaBUIIM IOWTH Ha Takoe? UepHblii,
OCTaHbCSI ThI B )KUBBIX, 51 Obl TaK U HE y3HaJ, KTO Takasi AHHA.

W3 venp mamaru nonecnuchk kpuku orua: — «Hy xe! Cnenaii ¢ Hum uro-Hubyas! Ykycu,
ucuapanaii, 6eii xsoctoM!» — mamna nogdagpUBaIOIIE PblYa, U 3aMKHYJ 00pa30BaBLIUIICS KPYT,
CepeIMHON KOTOpOro ObLI s, BajstoIIMiica B nblaiu. Hexaneko cTosn yepHblil IpakoH, (bipya, 1
TOTOBACH K OYEpEHOMY IIPOBaJIbHOMY HamajeHuto. — «He mory!» — OtBeyan 4, TSKeno Jplia. —
«Ha oxote Moelb, a B jpake HET?!» — paccepauiics orell. — «J{pakoH — He 0apaH, MHE HE HyKHO
ero ectb! S He xouy mpuUKHATE KoMy-TO Bpez! He xouy!» — S monbIiTancs BcTarh, HO OTEl] OOAHYI
MeHsI, TOBaJMB. — « ThI TOJDKEH yMeTh 3auTUTh ceOst! TBo mamudusm He OyneT BOJTHOBATh Bpa-
TOB, €CJIM OHU 3aXOTAT IycTUTh Tebe kpoBb! Hamanait!» — «f1 He Mory!» — noickouuB Ha Jiansl, 5
MIPOPBAJICS CKBO3b OIICTUICHHE, U ymyaics B yec. — «Jlocranu! JJocramu! Joctanu! Camu pBute
JpyT APYTY MIOTKU!» — Mpo0eKaB HECKOJIBKO KMJIOMETPOB, 5 OCTAHOBUJICS] B OKPY>KEHUHU TOJICTHIX
nepeBbeB. [Ipu mobere s 4yBCTBOBA Ha ce0e MHOXKECTBO B3IIsLIOB. [Ipourpars B 6010 HE cunTa-
JIOCh M030POM B Hallel 00IKHE, KaK U HE CYUTAIIOCH TI030POM TO, YTO Thl MUPOJIOOUB. OHAKO,
YyBCTBOBAJ s c€0sl Tak, Oy/TO 3acTaiy 3a U30MEHUEM YEJIOBEUECKUX JETEH.

CBer pe3Ko CMEHWICS CyMEpKaMU, U 4el-TO B3I cBepiini cuHy. OIIsIHYBIIUCE, 5 YBU-
JIeTT OKOJIO JIepeBa yenoBeka B 0enom xanare. OH CTOsUI, HHOTIIA PE3KO Aeprasch, U Opocal ¢ ryo
Hepaz0opuuBkIe ciioBa. — «Bbl kT0? UTO ¢ BAMU?» — OCTOPOKHO CIIPOCHI 51, pa3BepHyBIIUCH. OH
oOparuni Ha MEHS B30, M YeITys BcTajia ApI00M. [71a3a ero BBIIIBEH, a B3I ObLUT OS3KU3HEHHBIH,
XOJIOAHBIMN.

— 3Haelib, 4To ThI co MHOM caenan? [Tomuums?! 3Haems, kak 06110 60bHO?! — Ero ronosa
BAPYT CTaja KayaTbCs U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY C OIPOMHOM CKOPOCTBIO, @ CaM OH TEIepb HallOMHU-
HaJI IJI0X0 pabOTaloLIyI0 roJ0orpaMMy, YTO cOOMIa Kaxk/ible HECKOJIbKO ceKyH/. Ero romoc moxox
Ha 3aIiCh, KOTOpasi ObljIa HA KacCeTe C UCTIOPYCHHOW TUICHKOHM, U Ka3aJiCsl HEPBO3HBIM, HU3KHM,
nemonnyeckuM. Ilocne oqHOrO M3 Takux c6o0eB s B3ApOoruya. CHUily3T pacTBOpPHUIICS, U BAPYT OKa-
3aics okosio MeHs. Ha Hero OynTo Hazenu KpoBaByIO LIANKY, M OHA CTajla pacTeKaTbCs IO JIUILY.
A y3nan nabopanta, KoTopsiid mpuxoaui ¢ Kpucom B ckasiax. JIabopaHT epskall B pyKax TOJICTBIH
00py4, Ha KOTOPOM BUJHEJIOCH KPACHOE MSATHBILIKO.

— «3TO BBIIUIO CIyYalHO!»

OTKpBbIBLIASCS C IIMIIEHUEM JABEPh BEpHYJa MEHS B IEHCTBUTEIBHOCTh. B KOMHare nosBu-
auch Tpu (UTyphl, cpean KoTopbix ObiT M Kpuc. S Bckope cMmor mydiie pasmisigeTb MOMeIe-
Hre. OHO OBUTO MaJIeHBPKUM, CTEPUIIBHBIM, U 0€10CHEKHBIM. CTEHBI BBIJIOKEHBI U3 BEIUMIIICHHON
IUIUTKH, ¥ BO3AYX HAIOJHSUI OCTPBIM MenuuuHCKui 3anax. KomHara mana, u st He MOT IOHATh, KaK
TyT ymectuics. Kpuc nonomen ko MHE, U HAKJIOHUIICS.

— Kak 161, IIoH? — OH OmIsaAbIBa MEHS, U 3a HUM IPUCTPOUIIACH MMAPOUYKA BOOPYKEHHBIX
rpomuit. — Kak cebst 4yBCTByeb, Ipysxuiie?
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Hpyxwumie?! DTo TOBOPUT YEIOBEK, YTBEPKAAIOUINHN, YTO IPAaKOHAM HA 3eMJIe HET MecTa?
ToBopHT YenoBeK, KOTOPBIH YCTPOWI KPOBaBYIO OaHi0 y cedst B yoekuie?! S XoTel OTTONKHYTh
€ro, XOTeJI BCTaTh, WK XOTA Obl OTBEpHYTHCs! MO3TI ochl1an KOMaH bl T€TY, 8 BMECTO TOTO, YTO
Obl IIOLIEBENIUTh PYKOM, S MOpIajl, WK ABUraj 4eM-TO APYruM. Tesio He MOTUUHSIIOCH.

Crnenom 3a koMIIaHUEH B KOMHATY BOIIEJ YEI0BEK BO BpaueOHOM oaexae. Kpuc nosepHyscs
K HEMY, U CIIPOCHIL.

—Yto ¢ Hum? [louemy oH MoTUnT?

— dymaro, mapannd, KaK CJI€ACTBHE BO3AEHCTBUS MEPEIAIOIIETO YCTPOMCTBA.

[Tepenaromee yctporictBo? O yem onu BooOIe roBopsaT? [louemy MeHs Ha3bIBaIOT KaKUM-
to lloHOM?

— «Moe ums ['punanan, a ve lllon!» — Jlyman 51, HO oTBeTa HE OMYYMII, U BAPYT TPOU3HEC
Hepa30OpPUYUBBIN 3BYK.

— A mapanu3oBaHHbIE MOTYT MblyaTh? — Kpuc BepHyIics ko MHe, U ynepcs JaloHsIMU B MO
cton. — lllon, Haxeroch Thl MeHs nmoHuMaelb. Caslmuib. Tel Monoaen! Tebe ynanocs 1ocTHYb
ycnexa! — [llenknys nansuamu, Kpuc ckomannosain. — Oners €ro, 1 mocaauTh B Kossicky. OH 10:1-
eH yBuaeTh cBoi Tpya! Emy MoxkH0? — Kpuc B3IsIHYN Ha Bpada yepes IJIe40, U TOT KUBHYIL.

I'poMuIBI IEPETSHYIN aBTOMATHI 33 CITUHBI, ¥ OIMH W3 HUX HampaBwWics K mKkaduuky. Bro-
PoOii, BUIUMO, y1Ien 3a KoJisickoi. Kak MOXXKHO ycaJuTh MHOTOTOHHOTO MOHCTpA B KaTaJIKy?

Mos ronoBa NoBepHY/Iach B CTOPOHY, U TaMm ObUI €Il€ OJWH CTOJ, Ha KOTOPOM JIeXala
JIeByIIKa. JTO OblIa AHHA.

— «AHHa!» — nogymai s, 1 OIATh U3AaJl HEBHATHBIE 3ByKU. — «AHHA!»

Mpbicnu HE JOXOIMIH 10 O€3AbIXaHHOTO TeJla JEBYLIKH, U MbIYaHUSl OTCKaKMWBaJIM OT HEBU-
JMMOTo Oapbepa, KOTOPbIM cMepTh OCTaBUjIa Ha HEH.

«A 4to Takoe cMepThb, [ puH? UTo Tam, nociue He€ npoucxoauT?» — BenomHuinocs MHe. AHHA
CHUJieia, CBECHUB HOXKU C Kpasi KpbIILH, U 5 pa3iercs psaaoM. — «He 3Haro, HUKTO HE 3HaeT», — OTBE-
yaJl si, U caM J{yMaJl HaJl 3TUM BoripocoM. UTo Takoe cMepTh? UTO KIET HAaC 3a TPaHbIO IPUBBIYHOTO
owiTus? HoBwiit aTan cymectBoBanusi? Oasuc? An, Pait? Moxer, nmycrora? § He 3HaN, U HE OBLT
YBEPEH, UTO y3Hat0. J[pakoH — Be€UeH, U OH HUKOT/Ia HE YMUPAET OT CTapOCTH.

— «YT10 Takoe cMepTh, AHHA?» — IOAYMaJI 51, CMOTPs Ha HEE, U IV1a3a HAOIHSUIUCH CI€3aMU. —
«Yto Takoe cmepTh, AHHa?! BeTaHb U pacckax, moxkatyicral»

S mpraan, u npeirancs. Bpau ¢ Kprucom nepenissHyInch, 1 Bpad M0Kall IUIeYaMU.

— OH... He 3naro. [locnencTBust mepekuToro cTpecca. .. — 3aKJII0uni Bpad.

I'pomuia npunec onexay, 1 MEHs OAHSIIN CO CToJa. S yBUJIEN CBOE TEJIO — I1yIUIoe, Oeco-
MOIIIHOE, U HenocymHoe. CyXHe MBIIILbI TOKPbIBaia MATKasi KOJKa )KeJITOBAaTOro OTTEHKA, a MOJ
MBILLIIAMU sl YyBCTBOBAJ XpYIIKUE KOCTU. [ 0J10Ba BIPYT 3aKpyKHUJIaCh, KPOBb IIEpPECTAIa OMBIBAThH
BHYTPEHHOCTH, U MUP MEPEBEPHYJICS C HOT HA TOJIOBY.

UYenosek! A — yenosek! Kak tak?! Kak 310 BbIIIIIO?! S TEnepp TO CyliecTBo, Ha KOTOPOE
BEAYT OXOTYy Camble OIlacHble XMIIHUKHU Ha maHete! Kak st Tenmepp mocMoTpro B Iiasa OTILy, Kak
sl IOTOBOPIO C HUM, U BepHy JoBepue?! OH nake HE CTaHET CIyllaTh MEHS, a /Ul Hayajia Belb,
HYKHO JI0Ka3aTh, 4TO 51 — €ro cbiH! Sl Xouy CBOM KpbLIbsl Ha3zaj, XO4y Ha3aj] OCTPbIE KIIBIKU U
Yellyto, 4TO 3alHIlajia U corpeBajia MeHs! 3a 4To MEHs 3aCyHYJIU B 3Ty TYLLY, U CKOJIBKO 3TO Oy/eT
npoaoiKarbesi?! To ObLI0 HACTOSALIUM KOIIIMAPOM.

Ho otuauBarbcs ObUTO HENB3SI.

Co BpeMeHeM, s IPUBBIKAJ K HOBOM 0OCTaHOBKE, U MHE yIal0Ch B3MIAHYTh Ha Kpuca. B
MOEM B3IVISI/I€ OH SIBHO YJIOBUJI BOIIPOC, HO HE MOHSUI, UTO 5 XOTEJ 3HATh.

— la, Tos10BO# yiKe 1IeBENUT. 3HAUUT, CKOpo mpuAeT B ceds. [To3apasisto, [Ilon! — On moxio-
naj MeHsI 110 IUIedy, U TPOMUIIA BKUHYJ MEHS B JIETKYIO O€KAY. MeHs ycaJuiu B KOJISICKY, U TIOKa-
TWJIM K BBIXOAY. MBI Bbl€XaJli B OTPOMHBII KOPUAOP, KOTOPBINA paHblIe Obl MOKa3aJICsd MHE KPOXOT-
HbIM. OKOJIO CTEH CTOSUIM 3HAKOMBIE KJIETKH, KOTOPBIE TOKE BIPYT CTAIN UCIOIUHCKUX Pa3MEPOB.
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— Te1 nponenan Turanudeckyto padory, lllon. B TBoem XpaHuimie Ternepb OyAeT CTOIBKO
€/1bl, CKOJIBKO ThI 3axouellb. Tak uro, monpasisiics, u otmetuM! — I'pyns Kpuca pasnynace, 1 o
HMIMPOKO yBIOHYICS. Ero pagocts HeNpHusaTHO oOxwurana. — Mbl ckopo Oyzem cBoOO Hb!!

S BrisgpIBasICS B OKpYXKEHHE. B KeTkax, KaK U Toraa, ObLIN IPaKOHBI, TOJIBKO TeHeps 0e3
napanuHsel. [71a3a 3akpbIThl, OHM NOKauuBaauch U conenu. Cnamu. U cpenu HuX Obl1 Dpernax,
LEJIbIA, HEBPEAUMBII.

— «Operman!» — moaymai si, 00pago0BaBIINCh, U AepHYIICs. Komsicka onpoKuHyack, u 5 Bpe-
3aJICs B TI0JI, OOJIBHO CTYKHYBIIHCH. S XOTEI MOTAHYTHCS K OpaTy, HO B UTOTE, OCTAJICS JISKATh KaK
OpeBHO. — «Operaan!»

OperaaH NoAHsUI BEKU, U Ha MEHSl YCTPEMUJIACH I1apa MePesIMBaoLIUXCs canupoBbIM Oiec-
KoM 171a3. OH HETIOHUMAIOIIIe MOTHYJ TOJIOBOM, M CHOBA YCHYII. MeHs ycaauiau ooparHo. S Borpo-
CUTEJIbHO B3IIAHYN Ha Kpuca.

— Ocropoxsee, Lllon.

Kpuc nBunyscs ganslie, a s B3NIAHYI B CTOPOHY. [ poMuia 0CTaHOBUIICS MPSAMO NIEPET ITUH-
HBIM 3aTEMHEHHBIM OKHOM, B KOTOPOM MHE yAaJIOCh YBHJIETh CBOE OTpakeHue. JIabopaHr.

Tot camblii, uTo ObL1 ¢ KpricoMm mpu Haiell nepBoil BcTpeue, U TOT, KTO BMEILAJICS B MOU
BocriomuHaHus. [1o myTu MBI BUJIEIH €11e HECKOJIBKO COTEH APAKOHOB, U 51 3aMETHUJI, YTO Iajiara,
BpOZI€ TOW, B KOTOPOl ObLT 1 — HE €IMHCTBEHHAs. B HEKOTOPBIX OBLIM €UHMIIBI, & B HEKOTOPBIX
JIECSATKU CTOJIOB, HA KOTOPBIX JIEXKAJIM MEPTBbIE, T0J00HO AHHE.

—K.. —nagan 1. — K... ak? — I ¢ TpyaoM BBIIABIMBAI U3 Ce0sI OYKBBI

— Kak Bcé npomno? Otnuuno. — Kpuc xnonnyin. — Kak Henb3s mpyumie. Jlymato, Xpanurteinb
Oyznet n1oBosieH. Mbl, HAaKOHEL, CKOPO BBIIOJIHUM CBOIO YaCTh COIVIAIIECHUS.

XpaHuTtens BpeMeHU. B MbICIsX TpoMYaIuch ropbl, ¥ 3aCTHIBILNN MEX /1y HUMU TUTaHT, €1Ba
JIM MEHBIIIE pa3MepoM. MHUp pacIIupHIICs, ¥ CTaJl B HECKOJIBKO pa3 0obIie, ueM pansbire. [loTonkwu,
JPAaKOHbI, KJIETKH, U JaXke MoJ1 — OyJITO IS AETU TeNephb C NPEe3pEeHUEM, OLIEHUBasi HOBOE, IIyILIOe
Teno. Beg, uTo s paHbllle paccMaTpUBaI € BBICOTHI MOJIETA, TETIEPh OBLIIO TOTOBO Pa3AaBUTh MEHS.

— V mens ans tebs cropnpus, apyr. — Ha nune Kpuca nosBunace 10BojibHAs rpuMaca. —
[TomuM1IB TAPHS, KOTOPBIN Orpest TBoero Opara no ronose? Tak BOT, sl HallIeNl eMy IPUMEHEHHE.

Uro oH xouer cnenarb? 1 o kakom napHe roBoput? Mbl IPOKATUIIMCH IO HECKOJIBKUM KOPH-
JI0paM |, J0€XaB J10 IHUPOKOro 0030pHOT0 OKHA, OCTAaHOBHJINCH.

— ITocmotpu. — Kpuc B3sit yripaBieH#ne KOISICKOH Ha ce0sl, U TIOIKAaTHII MEHS TIOOJTIKE.

Bnusy s yBuzaen 3HakOMyl0 KOMHarTy, B KOTOpo# BIiepBble BeTpeTwics ¢ Kpucom. Ha tom
CaMOM MECTE CTOsiJIa KJIETKa, U B 3TOM KJIETKE s yBUJEI IPAKOHA, KOTOPbIN 00BIUHO Masiun y epes
IJ1a3aMu KOrja sl UJ BOAY, WM HaXOAMWII PEJKYI0 OTpaKarollyto IOBEPXHOCTh. S yBuien ceosl.

Moe nu110 BBITSHYJIOCH OT YAUBJIECHHUS, B )KUBOTE MOSIBUIACH TSKECTb, a 1 HE MOT [TIOBEPUTH
B TO, YTO YBUJEIL.

— OTnyctute ero, ABaJLAaTh OAMH KU KOTOPHI, — ckomanaoBan Kpuc B pauuto. — 1 3aro-
Haiite k ['punanany Kiapka.

JIMHaMUK OTBETHII TITyXUM TOJIOCOM. J[Beph pacnaxHynack, U ApakoH ocBoOoamics. B mome-
IIEHHE 3aTOJIKAJIM PBIKETO MapHULIKY, U sl Cpa3y €ro y3Haj. JTo ObUI TOT CaMbli Y€JI0BEK, KOTO-
phlii moMor MHe cOexaTh. OH 3aCThUI, U C Y>KacoM IVISAe) Ha MO/ACTYNAIOIIEro MEPHBIMU IIaraMH
«MEHSD.

CKBO3b MYTHOE CTEKJIO OBLIO TPYAHO Pa3MIAAETh 1E€TaHU.

— Hpyr! — Hauan oH, BBITSIHYB PyKHU BIIEpe]l U IPHKABIIUCH CIIMHOM K 1BepHU. — MBI ke Apy-
3bs! 51 Beap momor tebe coexatn! S Tedst He cnaBai, KissHych! S maske He 3HAN, KyJia ThI moiere!
[Moxanyiicra!

«SI» »aaHo ypuan, ropio U30THYB LIEI0, U MPEABKYIIAs IPEACTOSIIMNA MUp.

— He nyxHo! — oH ckpectun pyku nepea auiom. — [loxkamyiicral

18



A. B. Bonkos. «Bsrnsg 3sepsa»

«SI» monHMel Opocuiics K Lenu, U Buenwics eil B pyky. [lapeHb B3BU3rHYI, U «s1» TPUyM-
(haTpHO TTOTHST €To.

— Her! l'ocnionu! Teaps! [lyctu! BonsHo! — 0H cTan orOuBaThbCsl, OpbIKaTh HOraMH, U CBO-
0O0HOM pyKOM XBaTaJycs 3a APAKOHBIO MOpay. — A-a-a!

DTO KOHYMIJIOCH 3a ceKyH.y. [lon cexyHbl — jkepTBa OcTanach BUCETh B BO3AYXE, €LIE MO
CEKYH/Ibl — CMEPTOHOCHBIE JKEPHOBA COMKHYJIUCh Ha TYJIOBUILE U, JABJIEHUEM JIECSITKOB IIPECCOB,
pa3zbpocanu KpoBb PHIKETO B pa3Hble CTOPOHBI. 1O, UTO OCTANOCh B IACTH, OTIPABUIIOCH B MHUIIIE-
BOJI. bproxo ApakoHa 3amOIHMIIOCH KPACHBIM CBETOM, U CIIYCTSI MTHOBEHHUE 110 KOMHATE HOCHJICS
ay4 niaameHu. O0IM3HYB OKHO, OTOHb 3aCTaBUJI CTEKJIO ITOYEPHETH. J[pakoH cKpbuICs 3a KONOTHIO,
s1 CIIBILIAJT JIMILB SIPOCTHOE PhIUaHUE U KJIallaHbe HOI'TEH 110 MOoty.

JpIxaHue nepexBaTuiio. «5I» TOIBKO 4TO pacTep3all 4eJI0BEKA, KOTOPBIA IIOMOT MHE, 51 TOJIBKO
IPUYMHWI BpE/l HEBUHHOMY CYLIECTBY, U s U3pbIrai miams. TakuMm Medtan MeHs BUAETH OTell,
TaKUM MeUTaj OBITh 5, U TAKUM XOUeT ObITh KakbIil n3 Hac. Her... Kem Obl HM ObLa 3Ta TBaphb
— B HEH TOYHO HE 5, ¥ TAKUM 5 OBITH HE XOUYy.

Tenepsp A — 4eoOBEK.
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naBa 2

JIBurare ynaBanoch TOJIBKO roioBoi. [[pyrue KOHEYHOCTH HE XOTENU MOJUUHATHCA, U ObLIN
MOJTHOCTHIO Mapanu30BaHbl. S Teneps ObLT B Uy:KOM MHPE, B Uy>KOM TEJIe, KU M0 UyKUM TOHS-
TUSAM. MeHs yBe3Nu, U OKHO, 32 KOTOPBIM yp4alio KPOBOXKaTHOE YyAOBHUIIE, TOTEPSTIOCH U3 BUAA.
Bo MHe mpoCHYIOCh HECKOIBKO, HaBEpHOE, MEPBOOBITHBIX UYEJIOBEYECKUX KelmaHuil. S xoren
BIIUTHCS JIAZOHSMHU B BOJIOCHI, PBAaTh MX, a OTOM 3aCTy4aTh JIAJIOHSIMH IO CTEKIY, U3BUBAsCh
B HcTepuKe. MOXET, 3TO OTBJIEKJIO Obl «MEHS», U CIACIO PhDKEro mapHs. «5 ToOoi ropxyce,
CBIHOK» — MHE ITPUBUJICIICS OTEII, CTOSIIUN PSJIOM C KJIIETKOH, U C TOPJIOCTHIO CMOTPSIIIIHIA Ha OKPO-
BaBJIECHHBIE CTEHBI.

— Hy, to1 pan? A oromctun 3a TBoero 6para, lllon! — Kpuc mupoko yneiOHymcs, 1 ObLT TAKUM
pPasoCTHBIM, OYATO Chel KOH(DETKY.

S monHsn Ha Hero ycTaBmui B3WIsA. OT yCTaloCTH roJIoBa MoAparuBaia, i MHE OCTOSHHO
XOTENOCh YPOHUTH MOAOOPOIOK Ha rpy/b. st ObIBILIEro Biaaesblia Tela, BO3MOXKHO, 3TO ObLIO OBl
OUYeHb BOXKHOE, U MPUATHOE 3PEIIUIIE, HO I MEHS — O4EPETHOE 3BEPCTRO. S MOHUMAJ, UTO PHKUI
CTaHeT JIaJIeKO HEe eTMHCTBEHHOU XKEePTBOM, U HEU3BECTHO, OyyT JiK xKepTBamu Jitoau. HyxHo Ob110
KaK MOJKHO CKOpee BEpHYThCS B CBOE Temo. Eciii MeHs 3acyHynu crofia, 3HA4YUT, 00paTHO mepeme-
CTUThCS Toxke MOKHO. Ho kak? J[nst Havyana, HaBepHOE, CTOMIJIO pa3o0paThCsi, KAKOE yCTPOMCTBO
ucnonb3oBanu. U emre... Boicnarbes. MeHst okyTania ycTanocTb.

— Cma... Tb... — BBITOBOPUII 5, YPOHUB MOAOOPOAOK, U CHOBA MOMHSB ero. — [lo3xe... ro...
BOPHTb.

Kpuc snepruuno 3akuBai, U30rHyB OpOBH, M IOMAHUI MaJIbLIEM TPOMMIL.

— Koneuno, Illon! Pe6sita, orBe3ute IlloHa B ero anaprameHThl, — Kpuc moa0Kua B KapMaH
TPOMMUIIBI IIJIACTUKOBYIO KapTy. — B 1enoctu u coxpanHocTH, sicHO?

Kpuc noxnonan oxpaHHuka mo ruiedy. B mpoTuBorase mociblliancs TSKENbId B3A0X, U
OXPaHHUK JIEPHYI IJIEYOM, OOHUIEBIIUCH, YTO €My He JOBepstoT. OXpaHHUK KUBHYII.

— Momnoausi! — Kpuc HampaBuiics K BBIXOY, TeaTpalbHO MOKpYy4YuBas nanblieM. — He 3a0b1-
BaliTe, CEro/iHsg Be4epoM Mpa3anyem!

Kpuc Boimen, u aBeps 3a HuM 3akpbiiach — Jlocran! Kaxapiit pas, korga nopy4aer yTo-
TO, KaK K MalieHpkoMy pebeHky! He mepBbiif pa3 BaxkHbI Tpy3 TpaHcnoptupyto! — Kpenko B3sB
KOJISICKY 32 PYYKH, OXPaHHUK MTOKATUII MEHSI KO BTOPOMY BBIXOJLY.

— A 161 Ob1 He MoION si3bIKOM! — [ToBBICKIT TONOC BTOPOIA, KUBHYB B MOIO CTOPOHY.

— Jla mo Gapabany mMHe! — cMeTo 3asiBHJI OXPaHHUK, U JIBEPh Mepe] HaMU aBTOMAaTUYECKU
oTKpbLIack. — [IycTh cTyuut! Y MeHs BOHA, — OH XJIOMHYJ [0 aBTOMATy, — Imymika ecTs! [Tymro mex
1a3 U BCE, IEJIOB-TO.

— Ara, ppDKUH TOXE JAyMall ¢ pyK BCE COMIET, U TOXe AyMall KpyTOd MOTOMY 4YTO JAyOuHa
ects! Tak Kpuc ero u B crensix Haiien, U KJIbIKACTOMY Ha KOPM IyCTWJ, U TyOWHA HE TIOMOTIIIA.
Bunen, ckonbko kpopuim 0bu10? Toke Tak xodemnb?

Ja, Het, moXkanyi, — OTBETHJI IEPBBIN, IPOTSHKHO BBIIOXHYB. — KITBIKACTOTO Tak MpoOCTO HE
yAOXHUIIb, 3TO TeOe He Kpuc.

— Karu Monya, — OypkHY BTOPO#.

MpI 1M KOPUAOPAMH, IO KOTOPBIM MEHS CIofla IPUKATUIH. MUHYB HECKOJIBKO TaKUX, MbI
I00panuck 10 6OIBIIOro rpy30BOro IudTa, ¥ MoKa OTKPHIBAIUCH TPOMaHbIE IBEPH, S HAPUCOBAI
B IOJIOBE KapTy MPOMIEHHOTO MyTH. B 1opore Mbl CTaNKUBAIKCh C pa0OYMMH U MATOYUCICHHON
OXPaHOi1, B BO3JyX€e CTOSJ 3aax 4eJI0BEYECKOro MoTa U JKUBOTHOTO cMpaja. UHTepecHo, mouemy
TYT OBLIO Tak Mano oxpaHbl? CTpaHHO KaK-TO, OCTABIATH 0€3 MPUCMOTPA LIETYIO CTal0 JPAKOHOB.
TyT st BcmoMHUI «cebs1», KOTOPBIN pa3zopBai peikero. To ke camoe, BO3SMOXXHO, OHU MTPOBEPHYIIH U C
npyrumu npakoHamu. 3adem? «[lonmacTs Obl Ha X MPa3AHUK» — MOAYMAJI s, TIBITASCh pa300paThCs,
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Y OCTYJIUTh Pa3MbILUICHUAMHU KuneBure sMmonuu. OTell Bceraa yuuil — B HEOpAUHAPHON CUTYyallun
Oepu cebst B pyku, ObICTpO pa3paboTaii IiaH, U HEMEJICHHO MpUCTynai k peanusamnuu. CHavana
HYKHO OBLJIO BBISICHUTb, C UEM 51 UMEJI JI€J10, ¥ IPUAYMaTh CIIOCOO BEPHYTHCS B CBOIO HACTOSIIILYIO
HIKYpYy. B cyiecTBoBaHMM Takoil BOBMOKHOCTH, 5, YECTHO CKa3aTh, COMHEBasica. Mbl poluiy Ha
IMIAPOKYIO MJIaT(HOpMy, BUCEBIIYIO B IIMPOKOU IIAXTE, YCESTHHOW MaJIEHbKUMHU JKENTHIMU JIAMIIOY-
kamu. [IlaxTa HanmomuHana B3JIETHO-NIOCAJOYHYIO ITOJIOCY, IEPEBEPHYTYIO BepX HoraMmu. [lepBblit
OXpPaHHUK CHOBA 3arOBOPUIL:

— CIiplllib, — OH HUIENHYJ BTOPOIO M0 IIJIeYY, U TOT AEPHYJICS OT HEOKUJAHHOCTU. — A UTO
OHHU TaM ¢ JipakoHaMu MyTAT? Crbliian?

— Magno... Y MeHsl 3HaKOMBIi €CTh B 1a00OpaTopusiX, TaM KOpOY€e Takasi yyllb TBOPUTCS. B
oOuieM, OHM JaBHO 3Ty LITYKYy 3aJyMaliud. A K JpakoHaM B ThUI OTHPABISUIM 4yTh JIU HE NPOOU-
POYHHKOB.

— B cmbIcne? — He MOHSIT NEPBBI, TUXO 3aCMESIBILUCH.

— He 3Hato, — otMaxHyscs BTOpoi. — ClbIman TOIbKO, YTO MPOOUPOYHHUKH BCIO KU3Hb BTHU-
paroTcs K IpakoHaM B JOBEpUE 3a4eM-To, u Bc€. MHave, kopoue, HUKaK. Hadura 310 Hamo Toxe
HE MOHUMAIO.

«IIpoOUpPOYHUKH BCIO KHU3Hb BTUPAIOTCS IPAKOHAM B JIOBEPHE» — 3THU CJIOBA 3alOJIOHUIIN
MBICJIY, ¥ MO3T HaXOJIWJ B HUX JIOTUKY. 5] CIIOBHO OLIyTHJI Ha ce0e BO3/EMCTBHE Cpa3y HECKOJIBKHUX
BPEMEH I'0/1a, U 0Ka3aJICsl OAHOBPEMEHHO B HECKOJIbKUX MecTax. [lepen B3I A0M mapuio MHOXe-
CTBO KapTHHOK, I7ie ObLJIO BUAHO pa3HbIe TIEPHOABI MOCH KU3HH, HAYMHAS C FOHOIIIECTBA, U 3aKaH-
YMBas HEJIaBHEW MOPOM. S )KMBY Ha 3TOM CBETE JABAJUATH JIET, U JIECATH JIET B MOEH KU3HU IPHU-
cyrcTBoBana AHHa. He kaablil 1€Hb, KOHEYHO, HO JIOBOJIHO YacTO. 3aueM «IIPOOMPOYHHUKAM»
BTUPATHCS B loBepUe pakoHam? YTto Obl Te oTpaBmim ux nymu? bpea! YBepen, uto ecTh ciocoObl
Oosiee MpaKTUUHbIE U MEHEE 3aTpaTHbIE B IJIaHE BpEMEHU. Y JIIOJEH, HalmpuMep, Ha pyKax ecTh
SIIEPHOE OPYXKHE, KOTOPOE B €IMHCTBEHHOM 3K3EMIUISIPE CTPAIIIHEE COTHU PAJOBBIX ApakoHOB. He
Ipole JIM, U HE ObIcTpee M ObUIO Obl UCIOIB30BaTh €ro? B MbICau BOpBaJCsS NMPUITYIIECHHBIN
roJIOC OXpaHHUKA.

— IIpodeccop, a ThI 4TO, 0 CUX TTOP TOBOPUTH HE MOXKEMIb? Thl XOTh MOMHUIIIb, YTO OBLIO
¢ To00i? — OXpaHHUK KOCHYJICA MOETO 1jieyda. — A?

— Jla eciii OBbI ¥ TIOMHIJI, — YCMEXHYJICsl BTopoid. — To myurie 3a0bu1 Ob1. CHSUITO Kak B siApe
3emun, a ria3a pesano! XKyts! Eme u 3Byku Takue! [loBe3no Bam 10K, YTO KUBBI OCTAIHCH!

— Tax a yero Bbl HE BbIOEXayu TO, Korja anmnapar padorars cran? — HacrauBan nepssii, u
HAKJIOHUJICSI K MOEMY YXY.

— OtBanu T1 oT Hero! [Totom, moxeT, cam Bc€ pacckaxeT. [lapanuy y uenoBeka, He BUAUIIB? !

Oba oxpaHHHMKa CMOJIKJIM, KaK TOJIBKO JU(PT CO CKPUIIOM OCTAHOBHWJICSA. YBECHUCTBIE JIBEPU
HOTIOJI3JIA B CTOPOHBI, U IUIaT(OPMY 3alOTHUI IPKUIl OeNblil CBET, 3aCBETUBILUN U3 KOPUAOpA.

— Spko xak! — BTopoil oxpaHHUK NPUKPBLI [V1a3a JaJ0HbI0. — [0 cuX IOp MPUBBIKHYThH HE
mory!

Mpl nomu Boepes, U s yauBiaeHHO ocMmarpuBaics. Cys Mo ABMKEHHUIO, Mbl CITyCKaJIUCh
Ha HI)KHUE YPOBHU, M MIOMEIIEHUS TyT Pa3UTEIbHO OTIMYAINCH OT TeX, 4TO Obuin cBepXy. Huka-
KOW pKaBUMHBI, CTAPBIX METAJUIOB, HEMIPUATHBIX 3allaX0B, WJIM UCKOPEKEHHBIX cTeH. Beé uncro,
npuOpaHo, u OGiecTeno, CIOBHO YOOPKY TYT MPOBOIMIM KaXKIbI 4ac U HaTUpaJd MOBEPXHOCTU
70 Ornecka.

— Korna-uuOynp Toxe crona nepeeny! — 3asBuil OXpaHHUK, U IOTpsIC KyJakoM. Bropoii npu
3TOM PACXOXOTAJCS.

— Ara, HyxeH Tbl TyT! JlepeBHs! TyT TONbKO sI1Ier0a0BbIX U OoraTeeB fepkaT. A Thl U3 HUX
KTO?

— Hukro, — moxast mjaedyaMu TepBblid. — A ThI MBICIH MacIITaOHEe, MEUTald, CTPEMHCh, U
MOYKET BBIAJET Yyero!
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— 51 Ha MOBEPXHOCTH X04y. A TaM 3TH KJIbIKACTbIE CKOTHI )KU3HU CIIOKOMHOM He natot! — Bro-
poii nepesen B3MIA Ha MeHs. — Bam Jlok, cnacu0o0. Mbl X CKOPO U3KUBEM, U CMO>KEM HOPMaJIbHO
KUTb Ha IOBEPXHOCTH, a HE CUJETh MOJ1 3eMJIel KaK KpbIChI!

— Ara! —IloaakuBan nepBblid, U OCTAHOBUJICS OKOJIO IBEPH, BCTABUB KJIIOU B CUUTHIBAOILIEE
YCTPOMCTBO.

JIBepb IpOBaTMIIaCh B HUIITY, M MEHSI 3aBE3JTM B OOJIBIIYIO YIOTHYIO KOMHATY C 00TaToif oT/ern-
xoi. E€ 3anonHsa mukapHas MeOenb, U NpUATHBINA QpyKTOBBIM apomar. JlokTop, Kak 3To ObLIO
BH/JTHO T10 KOMHATe, KW Ha IIUPOKYIO HOTY IO YEIOBEYECKUM MEPKaM.

— Hy 4é€, nok, — cupocui1 nepBblid, CMOTPSI HA MEHs BOIPOCHUTEIBHO. — Bam MOXeT 370,
HOXPAaTh WK 4TO?

—C... n... arb, — g KMBHYJI B CTOPOHY KpPOBaTH.

— A, cnatb, BCE, NMOHSJ, — pAaCTOPOIIHO OTBETWJI OXPAHHMK, U MOJAKATHII MEHS K IOCTEN. —
MBI 3a BaMu 4epe3 4acoB BOCEMb IPHUIEM, a Bbl ITIOKA OTCHINANTECH!

VY0oXuB MEHs, OXpaHHHUKY BbIILIHU. [IepeoneBars He cTalll, U pELIIIA OCTAaBUTh B YEM €CTb.
Bnpouewm, s HE Tymail, 4TO €CTh pa3HMIA B TOM, BO YTO Thl OJET, KOIJa CNHIIb. S| BAPYT NOHII,
HACKOJIBKO 3TO MPHITHO, OyIydd yCTaBIIMM M M3MOTaHHBIM YIIaCTh BOT B TaKylO BOT KpOBaThb, U
3a0bIThCs cHOM. Hauascst BooOpakaeMblil MOJIET B YEPHYIO AbIPY, U HAPCTBO CHOBUJCHUIA.

«Bcragaii!» — pa3nanuch MbICIU Yy MEHS B TOJIOBE, U 1 pacKpbul ma3a. He 3Hato0, CKOJIbKO
9acoB s MPOCIIa, HO B TJIa3ax OyATo OBLI MECOK, M XOTEIOCh OTKIIOUYUTHCS CHOBA.

— «XBaTuT BaNATHCS, WK TeOs yoepyT! BeTagaid, 6b1cTpo!»

Otkyna 6p11u Mblcau? OHU BO3HUKAJIM CJIOBHO UAES, U 1 UMH HE yIPaBIISUL

S 3axoTen meBeNbHYTh PYKOH, U Y MEHs BBILIUIO, HOTOM — BBIILIO. Teneps Teno gydiie MHE
NOYUHSAIOCH.

— «/la xBaTUT TOPMO3UTH!» — B Ipyau MOSBHIOCH A#OKeHHE. UTO 3TO 32 OECKOHTPOJIbHBIE
Mmbiciau Takue? S uto, cxommi ¢ yma? BecTraB OT HEOXKUIAHHOCTH, s BAPYT CHOBA MOBAJUIICS B
nocrtenb. OuiyiieHue xapa NpoH3WIo Kaxayto Mbliy. 7o emie uto? [lomeBenuTscs TpyaHo, U
Ka</1asl MONBbITKA BCTAaTh C KPOBAaTH KOHYAETCs HOIOLIEH Oonbto. Bynyun apakoHOM, s HUKOT/IA HE
UCTIBITBIBAJI HUYETO TIOA0OHOTO, U OBLT MOJIOH cvil. Heykemnw, Jroau Kakapli JeHb MPOCHINAINCh
C TaKUMU oUTyleHUsIMHU? VIM TOYHO HE MO3aBUAYyElllb.

Bcé xe, nepecunuB ceds, S CMOT CECTh Ha Kpail KpoBaTH, U MOOYEPEAHO MOBUTAN KaXKION
KOHEYHOCTBIO.

— «Bcragaii, oneBaiics, 6epy UTO HYKHO, U BaJIH!» — roJ0OC 3TOT HAIIOMUHAJI UHTYHUIIUIO, 1
Oostee TOro, OH 3aCTaBIIST MEHSI UCTIBITHIBATH TPEBOTY. A 4TO MHE ObLTO HY)HO? UTO HY)KHO 4eIo-
BEKY, UTO ObI OCTaTbCsl B )KUBBIX, U TVIABHOE, Ky/1a MHE yXOAUTh? CIIOBHO yCIIBIILIaB MOU BOIPOCHI,
MHTYULUS OTBETUIIA.

— «O06parHo B cBotO Tymry! Bepuu mue Teno!»

A maszen no cropoHam. MOXeT, KTO-TO B KOMHAaTe IIOCTABUJI KOJIOHKU, U OHU roBopst? Jla
HET, F0J0C ATOT CJIUIIKOM THX, J1a U sl HE JypakK, 4To Obl MBIC/IM HE OTJIMYUTH OT 3BYKa.

— «Cnymaii», — cHOBa HayaJ rojioc, — «Xouelb MOJ0XHYTh — paau 6ora. Tonbko cHauana,
BEPHUCH B CBOIO TYILLLY, U YMPH XOTb COTHIO Pa3, a 51 XO4Uy KUTbh. ECIIM ThI TOKE XOUEIlb, TO CIyIIAN, U
Jienai BCE, 4To s TOBOPIO». bBpOBH U30THYIINCH, U 51 4y Th IPUOTKPBLI POT OT YAUBIICHUS, IPOMBIYAB.
Hy, Touno, ¢ yma comen. I1oxas rmedamu, pagu MHTEpeca, sl penI OTBETUTD TOJIOCY.

— «A TBI KTO?»

— «CoBectb TBOsI, Oapan! S — I1loH, B ubeli KpoBaTu Thl ceifuac HexxuIbCs!» S co nurenkoM
IIOJIO’KMJI JIAJIOHU Ha JIMIIO, ¥ KaK CIEAYEeT pacTep KOxKy. S IpoCTo II0X0 BBICIAJICS.

— «Te1 HOpManbHO Beicnasicst! Crrymaii, npoury Tedsi, BHUMAa 31[paBOMY CMBICITY, M TIPHCITY-
mraiica! Korna atu busuc ¢ barxenom BepHyTcs — Thl Oosibliie HUKY1a He Bbliiaens! [Tonsn Mens?
Bcragaii, cobepu, 4To cKaxy, ¥ HIeM Ky/ia CKaxy. MBI CTajIi COCeISIMU CITy4aitHO, ¥ TETIEPh HY>KHO
OyzeT Bce 3TO pasrpedarh, He YrouB MO MyH. SICHO?»

22



A. B. Bonkos. «Bsrnsg 3sepsa»

— SIcHO, — OTBETHII 51 BCIIYX, U K MOEMY YAMBIIEHUIO, BBIILIO BecbMa Heruoxo. — Kyna?

Buepa s Tak ycran, 4yTo fajiblie MIaHUPOBKH 3TaXka C KJIETKAMU MOU KOBapHBIE 3aMbICIIbI HE
yuum. YecTHO cKasaTh, JaKe MPOCIUCH 51, K TIOEB KaK CIIEAYET, 51 ObI JOJITO TyMa, KaK MHE OBITb.
Koneuno, npumyman Obl, HO KOT/Ia B TOJIOBE €CTh THJ, ITyCTh Jake B BUJE Oe3ymusi, U TeM Oojee
0e3yMusi, KOTOPOE YTO-TO 3HAET 00 3TOM MECTE, TO MPUIYMbIBATh HAMHOTO JIETYeE.

Cnenys uncrpykuusim LlloHa, st BecbMa ObICTpPO y3Hal, Ie JiexaT HeoOXOAUMbIE BEIIH, U
coOpasl X B HEOOJbUIONW MemIoueK. Sl BKUHYJCS B OOBIYHYIO I'PaXKIAaHCKYIO OAEKIY, U Hajel
JUKMHCBI C JJIOBOJIBHO TOJICTBIM apMENWCKUM peMHEM. B coBMmeriennn takoil rapaepod cMmorpencs,
CKa)XeM TaK, CTPAHHO.

B memmouke st CIIOXKHI KITFOY KapTy, 3alaCHOM AJIIEKTPOILIOKep, U (IIeku. J[pyroi moke, KoTo-
pBIi 51 OOHAPYXHI B KOMOZAE C OJCKAOH, mpHuienuit K pemHro. CoOupasi Bemy, st HaCIaxaajcs
y100CTBOM YEJIOBEUECKHX MAJIBILIEB, 1 OCOOCHHO MX LENKOCThI0. Tak mpocTo ObLI0 OpaTh pa3HbIe
IPEIMETHI, U OHU HE MPOBAJIUBAINCH CKBO3b HEMOABM)XHbBIE KOI'TH. B Kopumope mnocislanuch
TSDKEJIbIE IIary.

—«3apaza! He ycnienu! Hy>xHo ObicTpee cooOpaxarb!» — Bo3MyTuiICs rojaoc. MeHs ci0BHO
IPOH3UJIO KOJIOM CTpaxa, U KpOBb CTajla OUTh B BUCKaxX OT HampsbkeHus. S omsaencs. Komuara
IPOCTOpHAs!, U HYKHO OBLIO I71e-TO CIPATAThCS.

— «Kaxoe cnpstarses?! ¥V Te0s mokep Ha nosice!»

— «A y HuX aBromarsl! YTo, Kak Thl {yMaellb, Kpy4e?!» — OTBETHUII 51, U CIIPOCHIL:

— «I'’ne MOXXHO YKpBITbCS?»

OH nozckasalli MHE MECTO, U sl HBIPHYJI 32 KOMOJI, CTOSIBIIIMI OKOJI0 CTeHBI. Mebens oTOpach-
BaJIa IPSYYIIYI0 MeHs TeHb. Lllunenne aABepu 3acTaBUiIO MPUHATH POJIb BOCKOBOH (DUTYPHI, 00€3-
JBM>)KEHHOM M THMXOM, Kak MepTBel. He moMHIO cuTyarui, rae s Tak CHWIbHO Imyrajics. Kiblku u
yelysl IpuAaBajid yBEPEHHOCTb B ce0e, UyBCTBO 3allUIIEHHOCTH, a BOT KOXa YeJI0BeKa — JIpyroe
neno. BecromuHas, ¢ Kakoi JIETKOCTBIO TuIaMsi YOUBAET JIFOJCH, M KaK JIETKO WX KOXa MOIJIAeTCs
OCTPOTE KJIBIKOB, 5 B3AparuBai. [lymaro, eciau 1js ApakoHa aBTOMaTHas ouepeb — HUYTO, TO AJIs
YeJI0BEKa — CMEPTh.

— Hok? — ITocnplmancss 3HaKOMBbII T0JI0C OXpaHHUKA, KOTOPBIA KaTuil MeHA. — Bel uTo, B
Tyanere?

— U e oH? — 3aroBOpuII €ro CIyTHHK.

S caplman, Kak OXpaHHUK OpOJIUT IO KOMHATE, ITPOBepsis Bce ABepU. Paznaic s mryxoi cTyk
O CTEHY.

— Coexair, urto u?!

— Jla kyna? bpoaur rae no kopuaopam. [Iporynsarsest mpocto pemn. Tel uau, IpoBepsb, a s
TYT NOKapayiro. MoXeT BepHeTCs.

— JlanHo, — cornacuics nepBbli, U Bbilea. Korma 3BykH IIaroB ctaiau JajJ€KUMHU, OCTaB-
HIMHCS OXPaHHUK B3J0XHYJ, U 3alllyplia IPOCThIHAMU

— Bomna! XXuznp mapckas! Msrko-to kak, kaiig! — o mos CTykHyI NpUKIIa aBTOMAaTa.

— «bepu mokep, u BeIpyOu ero!», — TpedoBa rosoc.

— «Her, ckopo onu camu yuyt!»

— «Y Hac mano Bpemenu! Ecnm yiinyt, To Bech komiuiekc Ha ymu noguumyt! Torma
BbIOpaTbcs HEpeaJbHO OyAeT!», — roJI0C MPOA0IIKAI HACTauBaTh, U 51 ObLJI BHIHYXEH C HUM COIVIa-
CUThBCS.

Tam, Ha nocrenu [llona, )KHU3HP CMaKOBaJl OXPaHHUK, OTACJISIOIINN MEHS OT BbIxoaa. MHe
HE XOTEJIOCh Halla1aTh Ha HETO, U KOTJa 5 IPEeICTaBIsI ce0s, ObIOIIEro €ro HIOKEpOM B LIECH0, MEHS
Opocalio B APOXKb.

S nbITancs BcTark, HO CTPax M HEMOHATHASI IPOXKb JI€PKaIl IPUKOBAHHBIM K MECTY.

— «Cnywaii, s He 3Har0, XOYelllb JIM KUTh Thl, @ BOT 51 — Xouy. Eciiu Te0e Ha cOOCTBEHHYIO
YKU3Hb IUIEBATh, TO oAyMail 00 AHHe!»
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— «B cMmbICcne?y» — ynuBUIICS .

— «OHa el1e xuBa, ¥ 0osiee TOro, €€ elre MOKHO CITacTH!»

S He noBepuit. Kak s MOr JOBEpUTHCS TOMY, KTO OKa3ayics 3aUMHIIMKOM Bcero 3toro? Kak
sl MOT BEpUTh €MY TOI/a, Korna 0e3KU3HEHHOE TeJ0 AHHBI ObLJIO MPSMO NEpe] MOMMH Ila3aMu?
Uyms.

Xot4... Jlaxke Manelumi maHc TOro, 4YTO OHa ’KUBAa, BCEJISUI B MEHs Hajexay. S cMory cae-
Jath BCE€ Tak, Kak ObLIO, U y3HaTh, IOYEMY OHA Ipenajia MeHs. [1omydnB KOpOTKYIO HHCTPYKIIUIO,
s B3sUT B JIQJOHB IOKep. YTo Ob1 AHHA HH cziefiaa, paau He€ s ObUT TOTOB MOWTH Ha BCE.

51 BBICKOYMJT U3 YKPBITHUS, HE OCTOPO’KHUYAS!, U 3TO 3aCTaj0 OXpaHHUKA Bpaciuiox. Cam Ol s
BPS/1 JIU CIPABUJIICS C TAKUMU OBICTPHIMH JIBH)KEHUSIMU, 1 MHOM OyATO ObI YIIpaBIIsl KyKJIOBOJ, a
TOYHEE, IOMOTaJl IBUraThcsl MPaBUIbHO. Bpar 3acThll OT HEOKUJAHHOCTH, Jja’ke HE B3MVISIHYB Ha
aBTOMaT, CTOSIBLIMI y U3ToJ10Bbsl KpoBaTH. OH cHJieN B MATKOM IMOCTENH, U MO BUJI CTEP BhIpaxKe-
HUE YIOBOJBLCTBUS € ero juna. COKpaTuB IUCTAHIMIO MEKJY HaMU MPBDKKOM, S BBITSHYI PYKY
C IIOKEPOM, BIIMBIIUCH NAJIbLIEM B MAJIEHbKYIO KHOTIOUKY U 3aKMYypUB 1aza. OXpaHHUK B3ApPOT-
HyJ. 3aJepraBIliich, OH NOBAJWIICS B [TOCTEJb, U3 MAaCKU BbUIETAJIN NPUIIYLLIEHHBIE 3BYKH 00N,
OCTaBJIsis Tociie ce0st BOCTIOMHHAHKE Ha BCIO JKU3HB. DTO OBUT EPBHIi 00¥, B KOTOPOM S OfIepKal
noOey.

— «Ilepeonenaiics!» — Besen rouoc.

— «Yro?!»

— «Ilepeonesaiica!» B ronose nmpomuancst psia NpOTUBOPEUMBBIX MBICIEH, U s HEOXOTHO
PEIInI NOAYUHHUTHCS COBETUYMKY. MHE-TO M B OOBIYHBIX YETIOBEYECKHX TPSAMKAX OBUIO HEYIOTHO, &
Tenepb NPEACTOsIIO 3a0paThCsl B 3Ty PE3UHOBYIO KOHYPY € IBYMs crekiblmkamu! Kak xe s Oyny
B Hel aBUrarhes?!

— «Tak ke, Kak U Bce ocTalibHbIe» — pe3tomMuposai [IoH.

[TocTosiHHAs APOXKB CTasla HOCIEACTBUEM MPOLIEALIEH IpaKu, U s CTATHUBAJ OACKIY OXpaH-
HUKa IpOKaluMu nanbiamMu. Ha Bua oHa Oblia Kak y crierHasa JBaAlaToro Beka: yépHasi, Tpo3-
Has, C Kyuel KapMaIukoB. Tak e Ha OXpaHHUKE ObUT OpPOHEKHUIIET Pa3rpy3KH, C JOBOJIBHO JIETKUMU
OpoHermiacTUHaMH, yOeperaBIIMMH KOpPITyC OT Iyib U ockosikoB. HaneB Ha ceOs BCE, s Hanen u
IPOTUBOTa3, CXKaBIIUKA 0030p A0 00bEMA CTEKIIBIIIEK, MyTHO MPOIYCKAIOLINX U300paKeHUE CHa-
pyxu. [IpoTrBora3s cxxuman MHE TOJIOBY CJIOBHO TUCKH, — I'YJT IbIXaHUSI 3aI10JHSI TOHKYIO [TOJIOCKY
OT/ETISBIIYIO KOXKY OT KOMOMHE30Ha.

— «B Takom Buze Oyzet rnpoiie 100paThCs 10 yCTPONUCTBA», — MOSICHUI TOJIOC.

51 BBIMISIHYN B KOPUJIOP, U OH OKAa3aJICs MYCT.

— «IlepcoHan Ha BEpXHUX YPOBHSIX, COOMpaAETCs Mpa3IHOBATh yCIEX padOThD»

— «H uro?»

— «Ham Hy’>KHO Ha ypOBEHb HUXKE OT MECTA UX TYJISTHHI.

Hackonbko s MoHsI, OH TOBOPUJI PO YPOBEHb, C KOTOPOI'O MEHSI YBO3WJIM OXpaHHUKHU. S
HanpaBwiIcs K JTH(Ty, IpUXBaTUB C COOOI aBTOMAT, HA BCSAKWH ciydail. S okazancs mepen yxe
3HakoMo# 1atddopmoii. BoopykeHHBIE JIIOM B MPOTHBOTa3ax CTOSUIM, M CMOTPEIH Ha MEHS,
OJKMJIasl, TIOKA 5 3ahy.

— Hy, 1b1 3axoaumib, uin yto? — JloHeccs rooc u3 Toambl. — MBI TYT HE XOTUM JI0 yTpa
TOpYaTh.

KuBHYB, 1 0CTOPOXHO IIaATHYB BHYTPb, 1 CKOHIIEHTPHUPOBAJl BHUMAHKUE Ha 3aKPbIBAIOLUXCS
11033/ BOPOTax, 4YTOObI HE BBIAATH BOJTHEHUSI.

— «Tbl B ipoTHBOrase, v Julja HUKTO He yBUAUT. CTapaiicsi HE TOBOPUTHY.

S KUBHYJ, U TYT K€ CMOPUIWICS U3-32 CBOEH MIyMOCTH.

— TbI €, My3bIKy ciymaenib? — Cnpocul OXpaHHHUK CIpaBa, 00palasch KO MHE, U B OTBET
s1 IOKayaJj rojioBoi. — A ué O6alkoi Torna MOThUISEHIb?
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— VSICHMJI KO€-4TO, — IOCTAapaJCs 51 YBEPEHHO BHITOBOPUTH. — XOpollasi, TyMar0, BeUepUHKa
oynet. He xoten uaru.

— Ilouemy He xoten? Tol He 3a obuee neno? OcoOeHHbINH nIH YE?

Mou ry0Obl cxanuch B TOHKYIO HUTh, U MOJAKOCWINCH KOJIEHU. BOT Kakoro XuIHuKa OH 10
MeHs gokomnaics? S noBepHysCs K HEMY, M 3aMETHII, UTO TETEPh HE OH OJMH HAa MEHS yCTABUJICS.
W3 Bcex mrozeli B mpoTHBOra3ax OoH BbIOpaj uMeHHO MeHs! biaro, 370 mpou301110 3a HECKOJIBKO
CEKyHJ1 /10 IPUOBITHSI Ha HY>KHBIM YPOBEHb, U TSXKEJIbIE MOJIOTHA MONOJ3IU B CTOpOHBL. Jlo ABepu
MEHS POBOJWII IPOTUBHBIN MY>KCKOM ronoc.

— Hy MbI ¢ To60i#1 moobmaemes emi€. Thl s MOHSII, WK 4€, — CKa3all OH, U TOJIIA B30PBAJIACh
xoxotoM. IIpaBaa, s He OHsJI, UEro CMEIIHOTO0 OXPAaHHUK CKa3al.

MBI cHOBa BEpHYJIUCH K JPaKOHAM, U OHU MO-TIpEXHEMY cnayiu. Ternepb KopuIopbl Obun
CoBceM MyCTHI. S pajoBacs, 4To y MeHS ¢ cO00i eCTh aBTOMAT, HO YeMY PaJoBaThCsl, €CIIH CTPE-
JSTh HE yMEEIb.

— «S1 ymero», — ycnnokoun mens 1Ion.

— «Benm», — oTBeTHI 51 EMY.

MHe nokazanoch, uTo B JaHHBIA MOMEHT IIIoH — oTiinuHbIi coro3Huk. CaM s IpaTrbesi HE
00T, HE YMEJ, U HEe MOT JJaXKe yIapUTh KOTro-To A0 HeaaBHUX nop. Ilotomy, 310 HYXHO OBLIO
KaK-TO KOMIIEHCUPOBaTh. S Hayuwiics coOuparb BOKPYT cedsl TeX, KTO yMEET JAejaTh BEId, MHE
HenozBiacTHele. HanpumMep, cam s 0XOTWJICS PEKo, a Yallle MCKajl OXOTHUYBM YToflbsi, B3aMEH
IpOCsl y OXOTHUKOB YacTh JOOBIYM. Tak U ceifuac — K 4eMy MHe OECIIOKOMTCS, €CIIM BCE 32 MEHS
MmoxeT crienarb LIlon? Mbl B 0AMHaKOBOM IOJIOKEHUH, U OIMHAKOBO XOTUM BEPHYTHCS B CBOM TEJIA,
Y 3HAeT OH HaBEepHsKa OOJIbIIIE, YEM f.

B norox Moux mbIcieil BMemacs ryi B3pbiBa U Boi cupeHbl. CTeHbI BAPYT 3aBUOPUPOBAIIH,
C MOTOJIKA MOChINAIaCh MbLIb, U 10 KOCTIOMY 3aCTy4aJld MaJI€HbKHE KaMyLIKH.

— Buumanue, Bcemy nepconainy! — Jlonéccs XpuIuiblii My»CKOH rojioc U3 HEBUJIMOTO JUHa-
Muka. — Hamagenue! Bee k 0010, HEMeMIEHHO HAa CBOU ITOCTHI!

— «bbIcTpee!» — ckomaH10BaN roioc, ¥ 3aCTaBUJI MEHS IEPENUTH C 11ara Ha Oer.

JIpakoHBI B KJIETKaX 3alIeBENIMINCH, OTKPBIB I71a3a, U MBI HHOT/Ia OOMEHHMBAIINCH B3IVISIaMHU.
OOBIYHO B30p IpaKoHa BbI3bIBAJT Y MEHsI UyBCTBa, pa3Hble UyBcTBa. Korga criokoicTBUE U IpyxKe-
naro0ue, a korna crpax ¥ raeB. Mx miasza To O61ecTenn XUIHo, To paloCThIO CBEPKaJ, HO ceiyac. ..
Ceiiuac s He BUI€] HUYETO, KPOME IYCTOThI U CJIENION MOKOPHOCTU. MHE CHOBAa BCIOMHUJICS OILY-
CTOILLIEHHBIN B3I AHHBI, C KOTOPBIM Y JPAKOHOB C€WYac MHOTO CXOACTB. Ecin 1 BHKy B I1azax
HOKOPHOCTB — TO KOMY OHU ITOKOPHBI?

S BIpyr craj ciplliaTh aBTOMaTHYIO Jpejib, CMELUIAHHYIO C APAKOHBUMHU PbIKAMU M TSXKe-
JBIMU TPOXOTaMH CHAPSIOB.

— Buumanne! — CHOBa BO3HHK rojioc. — Ha ypoBHe onuH Ou OyayT BBITYIIEHBI XUITHUKH,
OyaIbTe BHUMATEIIbHBI!

— «OTIMYHO, OHU TIOXOKE, PEIIMIIA UCTIBITATh UX!»

S cpazy noHsu1, 0 KoM uAeT peub. baza, oueBUIHO, IOABEPIIACH HAMAJECHUIO IPAKOHOB, U
Tenepb MEHsI Myd4aJsl BOIIpOC — Kakasl oOIMHa Hamajna? B Hamem pervoHe ux ObUIO HECKOJBKO
JIECSITKOB, U €CJIM C OTIIOM Y MEHS €CTh [IAHCHI JOTOBOPUTHCS, U TIONBITATHCS yOSTUTH €T0 B TOM,
YTO S €r0 YaJio, TO C IPAKOHAMU M3 IPYTHUX OOILIMH MTOTOBOPUTH OyJIET HEpeaIbHO.

— «Xugee! beru x okHy, rae TeI Buen ces! Mbl Ha onuH Ou!l».

51 mobGexan MUMO KIIETOK, U KpaeM B3DJIsiAa s 3aMETWII, YTO OKOBBI OTCKAKHMBAJIHU OT KOT-
TUCTBIX Jam. [loMerienne B MUT 3allOHUIOCH JPAKOHBUM PEBOM, U JIPAKOHBI, OLYTUB CBOOOLY,
CTaJIM BBINOI3aTh U3 KIETOK. S yCKOpuIIcs pa3a B TpH, U YIUBUJICS, HACKOJIBKO CHJIBHO CTpax BIIU-
sIeT Ha BO3MOYKHOCTH 4esloBeKa. Sl mpencTaBuil, Kak Ha MOEH Liee, pyKax U HOrax COMKHYJIMCh
YeJIIOCTH, M MEHSI HAUMHAJIO Pa3pbIBaTh.

25



A. B. Bonkos. «Bsrnsg 3sepsa»

«Bot u Bcé» — nogyman s. Panelie, korja s caslan o JpaKoOHE, WM YEJIOBEKE, KOTOPbII
yMep B IBAALIATh JIET, HE IPO>KUB U ITOJIOBUHBI OT PEAHA3HAYEHHOT'0, 5 COKAJIEN, YTO MHE HUKAK HE
yAaJIoCh IOMOYb €MY. A Tenepb, KOrja MHE CaMOMYy IIPEJACTOSIIO CTaTh 3aKyCKOW B CBOM JIBALATh
¢ HEOOJIBLINM, 5 COXKaJell, YTO HUKTO HE MOYKET IOMOYb MHE.

Sl He ocTaHaBIMBAJICS, M CO BPEMEHEM Havall {yMarth, 4To 3ps Oery. OmIsHYBIINCH, S YBUAC,
YTO JPAKOHBI CTATUBAIOTCS K cTeHe. OHa MOJHOCTHIO 3aBjajiesia UX BHUMAHUEM, U KO MHE y HUX
He ObLI0 HUKAKOro uHTepeca. CTeHKa nepe HUMU JPOTHyJia, U oKa3ajgach OETOHHOM IUIMTOM, YTO
IIOTI0JI3J1a BHU3.

— «[loxamnyiicra, >xuBee!» — Toponui LloH.

[lo ouepenu ApakoHbBI CKPBIBATUCH B OTKPBIBLIEMCS MPOEME, U 51 IPEPBIBUCTO BBIAOXHYII.

3a0exaB B 0030pHYI0 KOMHATY, I71€ CTEKJIO JI0 CUX I10P HE OTMbUIX OT YEPHOTBI, 51 3aIVISIHYJI B
Hero. O630p OBLIT 3aKPBIT HAIIPOUb, HO TIPH ATOM, Sl OTYETIIMBO CIIBIIIAI TOTIOT BHYTPH, U JIbIXaHHE,
KOTOPOE 51 y3HAI0 B JIIOOOM COCTOSIHMH U B JII000€ BpeMsi. ITO ObLII0 MOE JbIXaHUE.

CreBa ot MeHs ObUTa KpyTasi JIECTHHIIA, BEAYyIIast BHU3, KO «MHEY.

— «Kak nymaerp, s B kaHaanax?» — Cupocui st 00€CIIOKOEHHO.

— «He 3Haro, ecinu HET — 3acyHEM»

— «Xopol1110, TOCJIE ATOTO Thl BEPHELIbL MHE AHHY?»

— «U Teno BepHy, u Anny. Tonpko naBail moosicTpee!» — He BbiAepxain Llox.

S coOpaics cryckaThCsl BHU3, YK€ B3SIBIIKCH 3a MEPUJIA, U BAPYT YCIbILIAI TPOMKHHA CTYK
MCXOJIMBIIHIA U3 KOMHATHI CO «MHOI». OH CIIOBHO BOMJI B MEHSI THTaHTCKUH TBO3/1b, 34CTABUB OCTa-
HOBHTbCSL.

— «B yem neno?» — cupocun loHn.

— «A TbI HE crbIman? To TOYHO OTTYA» — OTBETUII 51, HCTyraHHO. MeHs npoOpaa Menkas
JPOXb.

Cryk pasnazics elle HECKOIbKO pa3, 1a TaKOW, YTO Ka3ajJoCh, BOPOTA BHU3Y MbITAIOTCS IPO-
JIOMUTb IPOMAaJIHBIM TapaHOM. BCKOpe CTyK CMEHUMIICS CKPEXKETOM, U «sD» IPOTSKHO 3apbIyal. 3Be-
PUHBIN PEB CILIEJICA CO CBUCTOM OTHEHHOTO JbIXaHMs, — [0 MOeH Koxke 3acTpyuics not. XKapa,
MCXOJMBIIIAst OT KOMHATBI CO «MHOI, OIIyIIaJIach JaXke 3/1€Ch, Iepel JecTHULEH. S ycnpiiman eme
OJIUH PEB, TOJIbKO OOJIee TPOMKUI U pacKaTUCThIM, yeM nepsblid. Cy/s 1o 3ByKaMm, BHU3Y CXJIECT-
HYJIMCh JBa XUILHUKA, U MHE MTOCIBIIIAIOCH, KAK OCTPbIE KIIBIKM MPOH3at0T uenryto. [loarsepxaa-
IOIMM CHUTHAJIOM CTajl O0JIE3HBIN BU3T, B KOTOPOM S5 y3HAJ CBOIA.

— «Manot! Ter mouemy 3actein?! Hemennenno uaun! Caenaii yto-HuOynb!» — BAPYT 3amaHu-
xoBas [1loH, u MHE XOTenock caenarb To, YTO OH roBopuT. Ho 51 He Mor.

Uro-To Tam, BHU3Y, BBIOpAJIO «MEHS» JKEPTBOM, U «5» B 3TOM cxBaTke npourpai. Eciau npo-
UTPBIBAJIO CYIIECTBO BPOAE MEHS, TO YTO MOTI CHIeNaTh 5 — 0€33alUTHBIA YEeIOBEUEK C MaJICHb-
KOM JKEJIE3HOM UTPYLIKOM B pyKaX, KOTOPO MOKET MOJIb30BATHCS TOIBKO MOE€ COMHHUTEIBHOE aJlb-
Tep-3ro?

— «Monot! Eciu ThI ceiiuac ke He BMEIIAelIbCsl, TO OCTaHEIILCSI B MOEM TeJle HaBcerna!» —
3TOT KPHUK B30OIPUI MEHS.

KuTph KOPOTKYIO YEJIOBEUECKYIO KU3Hb, Ja €1ll€ U B TAKOM XPYIKOM TEJIbLE MHE COBCEM HE
XOTENOCh. S 1oMKeH ObLI CIIyCTUTBCS, U XOTS Obl B3IIHYTh, YTO MOYKHO CJI€JIaTh.

S noGerxan BHU3 10 JIECTHULIE, CITyIlIasi CTYKH PBYILErocs OT HAIlPsDKEHUs cepaua. S ciblman
00l OTUETIINBO, U MbITAJICS MPEACTaBUTh, YTO XKJAET MEHs 3a JiBepblo. Ho moka g nobexai, 3Byku
0051 CTUXJIH.

OpHa yacTh CIBOCHHOM JIBEPU C HATYTOM YII0J13]1a B CTOPOHY, a BTOpas YIPSIMUIIACh CO CKpU-
IIOM, U OcTajach Ha Mecte. S Oeryo 3amisiHyl BHYTph, U TYT XK€ HBIPHYN B 0OparHo. B mamstu
Ha CEKyH/y 3aCTblIa KapTHUHA, [Tyrarolas CBOUM cojiep:kaHueM. J[pakoHUi 5 JeKall MOCpeu KOM-
HAaTbl, PSAJOM CO CBOEH KIIETKOM, U U3 Topa, MyJIbCUPYsl, BBUIMBAJIACh KPOBb. YKYC ObUT OOJIBIINM,
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Y KTO-TO pa30oM BBIpBaJ U3 MEHS YBECUCTBIN KycOK. MeHs ckoBas cTpax, HO, HE CMOTpsI Ha HETO,
st BOEKa BHYTPb.

— «lpsinb! Yept 061 T€0s1 modpan! dpsus! Tet uauot! [punypox! I'mynen!» — pyrancs Hlow,
BMECTE CO MHOM MMOHUMAsI, YTO UCTOpHUs Oesloro IpakoHa [ puHasaHa mofonuia K KOHILY.

KTo-TO O1THUM €IMHCTBEHHBIM YKYCOM ITOCTAaBUJI B HEM KUPHYIO KPOBABYIO TOUKY.

Bopora, Beay1iye Ha MOCT, BOTHYTbI BHYTpb KOMHaThI. C I'yJIOM B IOMEIIEHHUE BJIETEI X001~
HBII BeTep, 00TeKast MO KOMOMHE30H, M MEPTBYIO JPAKOHBIO TYIITY, YTO CMOTpEIa Ha MEHS IIa-
3aMHU-ITyCTHIIIKAMH.

— «llo3npasnsto, I'pununk. Tenepp MbI ¢ TOOON BMecTe HaBcerna. Kperun! f xe ckazan
tebe, 6eru! A To1 uTo BeTan kak BkomanHeii?! A?! Kperun! Onens! Kakoii To1 qpakon?! Ter guys!
XKusotHoe 6ecTonkoBOE!».

BuyTpu cii0BHO OroHs Ouiics co ap70M. B ogHOM Tene Teneps KUK Ba YEJIOBEKa, UCIIbI-
TBHIBAIOIIMX pa30uyapoBaHue B pa3HbIX (opMax. MHe ObLI0 B AMKOBUHKY BUJIETh CEOSl CO CTOPOHBI,
U emie 0ojee AMKUM Ka3ajJoch BUAETH Ce0s MEPTBBIM.

— «benubenpkuit! B mtansl He HANOXHUIB OT yauBiaeHusA?! Jla Tl MOHMMAEIIb, HA YTO HAC
00pex?! Jla mei ¢ ToO0i! [la s!». Uem 31tee cranoBuiics [lon, Tem xomoaHee ObL1 51. UTO ke Ternephb
nenarn?
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maBsa 3

MpI ¢ OTLIOM MpOJIETENN CKBO3b OEIOCHEXHBIE IPUBBI 00JIAaKOB. TyT, HE CMOTpSl Ha CBET
ConHia, 6bU10 TOBOJIBHO MPOXJIAIHO, M JBIIIANIOCH TSKETIEE.

— «Cxopo MbI? A?» — nymai s, )Kaiyschk. — «5 y:xe HemMHoro ycran!»

— «Ho-Ho!» — O6ypkHyn oten, 06epHyBIINCE. — « bl Ayman, XpaHUTEIb 3a IOPOroM y TeOs
Oynetr?»

MBpl ieTenu HaJ IpKUMU, YChITAaHHBIMU 3€JI€HOM TPaBoil MOJISMU, IO KOTOPBIM CJIOBHO IPO-
T'YJIMBAJINCH TeHU 001akoB. UyTh Aajbllie, OrpakI€HHbIE OT MOJs JIECHON MOJI0COM, B3rpoMO31u-
JMCh TPU CKaJIbl. [OpBI, YTO CTOSAIM IO CTOPOHAM ObUIN MPAKTHYECKU OHOM BBICOTHI, U MIPOH3AJIH
HeOeca OCTPhIMU BepXyILIKaMH, HO LIEHTpajbHas 4eM-TO Bblesaachk. OcTanbHble UMETH U3BUIH-
CTbI€, HETpecKa3yeMble (POPMbI, KOTOPbIE OYEBUIHO NOAAPEHBI ABUKCHUEM BOJl U ABHKCHUSIMU
3eMHBIX IUTUT. ['opa *ke 1ieHTpaibHast, ObIBJIa CHMMETPUYHA, TOYTH UIEIbHA, U OYEBUHO BbIAEIIS-
Jach Cpeau coOpaTheB.

— «CrpaHHas ropa», — 3aMeTHJI 5, U MHE BIPYT IIOKa3aJI0Ch, YTO OHA LIEBeIbHYNIACh. — «OH
TaM KUBET?»

Orten B OTBET 3acCMesICS, U IOLyMal.

— «OTO U €CTb OHY.

I'maza mou noznesnu u3 opout, u Mup Oyaro nepeBepHysncs. Korna orery ckazas, 4To MO3HAKO-
MUT MeHs ¢ XpaHUTeNIeM BPEMEHH, 51 IPEACTABIISAI ce0e BCTpeUy CO LIYIUIBIM CTapbIM JPAKOHOM,
KOTOPBII pa3mMepoM OyJeT Hy MakCUMyM Kak nama. MHe ka3anoch, uto «Pasmepom co ckamy» —
JMIIb CpaBHEHUE, OTpaXkarollee 3HAYMMOCTb 3THX CYIIECTB, M UX yM. KTo O6bI MOT 1ogyMarh, 4To
XpaHuTenb BpeMeHH OyKBaJIbHO pa3MepoM CO cKairy?!

OTen yXMbUIbHYJICS, 3aMETHB MOIO TIOPAKEHHOCTb.

— «/a, s tyman npubau3UTEIbHO TO K€, YTO U Thl. UTO-TO BpOJE: OX, KaK K€ yAUBUTEIICH
Halll MUP», — CKa3aJl OTell, ¥ B3IVISIHYJ Ha MeHsI XUuTpo. — « Tbl Oyaens nmopaxeH eie 0oblie, Koraa
C HUM NOOOIIAeHIbCSD)

Koneuno s 6yny nopaxken! XpaHurtenb BpeMEHH — BEHEl] ObITHS, CaMblii COBEpIICHHBIN U3
BCEX CaMbIX COBEPILICHHBIX BU0B, U caMblil cTapblil 3 HUX. OH BUAEN, KaK HOSABISUTUCH HA HeOe-
cax 3Be3/1bl, U1 BO3MOXKHO, JIa’Ke, Y4aBCTBOBAJI B UX CO3JJaHUU. A MOXKET, JJaske, ObLIT TEM, KTO COTBO-
pui BcenleHHYIo! XoTs, mocneaHee, HaBepHoe, ObLIO SABHBIM INpeyBenndyeHueM. Korna npysbs B
oO0IIMHE TOBOPHIIM O MPUYACTHOCTU XpaHUTENIEH K CO3JaHUIO0 BCEJIEHHOM, TO s BCETJa FOBOPHIL:
«IIpoctuTte, HO UTO JenaTh CyLIECTBY, CO3/1aBLIEMY BCE, Ha MAJIEHBKOMU IJIaHETe BPOJE 3TOU?», U
pasymeercs, ocTaBajics 6e3 OTBeTa.

— «ITam, a xak TbI ero Hamen? Heyxenu 3To Tak IpocTo?»

— «Her», — oTBeTun orew, He o0opaunBasich. — «Ero 3Bare Hy’)kKHO 110-0CO0OMY»

MBI IpU3EeMIIMIINCH Y OCHOBAHUS IEHTPAJIbHOM «CKaJIbl», U 5 3aMep B OKUJaHUU. Bapyr, oHa
KOJIBIXHYJIACh, M ¢ HEE B UCITyTre IOMYAJINCh CTau NTHULL. J[BUras MOI'y4dMH MBIIILAMH, OHA 3allle-
BEJIWJIACh, U TIEpEeI0 MHOW, Ha OCHOBAHUU CKaJIbl, BCIIBIXHYJIH J1Ba OTPOMHBIX IJ1a3a. McnonauHckas
1Ies BBIIPSMUIIACK, U 51 YBUJEI Hepesl co00i KoloccalbHBIX Pa3MepoB JIpakoHa. MeHs 3axjecT-
HYJIO CMEIlIaHHOE YyBCTBO cTpaxa U BocxuieHus! 5 6osics, YTo OH CllyyaiiHO MOIIEBENIUT JIAIOMH,
U OT Hac C OTLIOM HUYEro HE OCTAHETCS, U B TO XK€ BpeMs, sl ObLII YBEPEH, UTO OH UyBCTBYET KaX-
JIbIA B30X B 3TOM Mupe. HacToiabko MOTryliecTBeHHBIM OH MHe Ka3zancs! Sl npencraBui cebs Ha
ero mecte. [logHnMaens rojaoBy, 1 BUAKLIL BCE C BEICOTHI HECKOJIBKUX THICSY KUJIOMETPOB, U 1S
9TOro JaXke He HaJlo B3seTarb. Kak jxe s Medtan 00 3ToM B A€TCTBE, 00sICh pacnpaBUTh Kpbuibs! Jla
¥ YECTHO, MEUTaI0 JI0 CUX Hop. Thl — EHTp MUpa, TBOSA 3a/a4a — HAOMIOAATh 32 HUM, U oOeperarb
ero. TBos 3a/1aua — JEUTHCSI MYIPOCTHIO C HACETSAIOIIMMHU IIJIAHETY HAPOAAMU, U CIIOCOOCTBOBATh
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UX MpoLBeTaHUI0. KpyTHYB I'MIaHTCKOM TOJIOBOM, XpaHUTENb CO3/1ajl IIOTOKU BO3/1yXa, KOTOPbIE
CTaJIM HAaKPEHATh I€PEBBS, MUACh 110 Jiecy. S mpuiypuics.

XpaHUTETb BPEMEHU HAKJIOHUJICS K HaM, U 5 YCIIBILIAJ €r0 MBICIH.

— «Taym Baan, apy3bsa!» — [lonyman oH. Ha onHOM M3 ApeBHUX Hapeuui 3TO O3HAYaJo
«3apaBcTBYHTE», Cpa3y MOHAT sI. — «Paj, 4To Thl pelInia HaBeCTUTh MeHs, MBaiigan! A kTo 3TO
¢ TOOOH?»

—«'punanay, ero celH, Xpanurens!» — [locnemmn s npeacTaBUThHCS, HOAYMaB BOCXHILEHHO.

— «a», — 3acmesuics oten. — «S emy cnoBo, oH MHe necsaTh! Beerma ctpemMutcs Bo BCEM
onepenuts! BOT, yroBOpHI MEHs MO3HAKOMUTH ¢ TOOOH ! »

— «Xpanurtens! Huuero, 4ro Mbl Bac o0OECIOKOMIN?» — YUYTUBO CIIPOCUI S U, PACIyCTUB
KPBUIbsI, B3JIETEJ HA YPOBEHB €TI0 T'OJIOBBI. S| Iepkalics nofablie OT Ho3apen. MHe ka3ainocs, eciu
OH (PBIPKHET, UJIM YUXHET, TO C MEHS COAPET LIKYPY. — «A TO y MEHS K BAM MHOT'O BOIIPOCOB!»

— «Her, uto ThI. 5 TONMBKO paj, 4TO BBl MEHS HABECTWIU. Y MEHS TaK PEeIKO OBIBAIOT MOCe-
TUTEIH, U Yallle NPUXOIAT JIFOAU, YEM JPAKOHbI, XOTS, XOTEJIOCh Obl 0OPaTHOTOY.

— «ITouemy?» — [1o-neTcKkn HaUBHO MOMHTEPECOBAJICS 51, HE IOHUMAs], C YEr0o BAPYT JIOIAM
TaK 4acTo OECIOKOUTh APAKOHbET0 XpaHutens. — «OHU XOTAT CTaTh JPakOHAMU?»

— «Her», — ycmexHyncst xpaHurtenb. — «VIX KOpoTKas )KM3Hb HE MO3BOJISIET UM [MOHUMATh
MUpPO3JaHUE TaK, KaK Mbl MOJKEM IMOHUMATh €ro. Mbl BeuHsbl, a oHU — HeT. Hy, 3aT0, ux KopoTkas
YKU3Hb HATAJKMWBAET UX HA UHTEPECHbIE MBICIIU U OJIECTAIINE AU, KOTOPbIE, TIOPOH, JaxKe caMblii
JPEBHUI XPaHUTEIb HE MOKET MPEACTABUTHY»

— «A BbI HE caMblil IpeBHUI?» — Cripocui 1.

— «Her», — mpoTsiHyn XpaHuTeNb. — « S camblii MonogoNW. MHE YeThIpe ¢ TOJIOBUHON MUJLIN-
apza JerT, Kak 1 miaHere. Ecte XpaHuTenu HaMHOTO CTapIue.

Crapiue uetslpex muuinapaos Jyiet! axe s, Oynyun OeccMEpPTHBIM, HE MOI' YMECTUTH B
TOJIOBE Takue OrpoMHbIe UGpbl! [IpoXKUTh YeThIpe MIILIHAP/IA JIET, HETTOCTIKUMO YMY! CKOJIBKO
MOYKHO CJIeJIaTh, U CKOJIBKO YBUJETH 3a TaKOM IMPOMEXYTOK BpeMeHH?! A CKOJBKO €Ile MOXXHO
CIeNaTh 3a cieAyroue yetbipe Muwtuapaa?! TpyaHo npeactaBuTh, 0COOEHHO KOT/Ia 3HACIIIb YTO
BIIEPEIN — BEYHOCTB!

— «A uem xe Bbl 3aHUMaeTech? U k uemy crpemutech?» — [Ipomomxkar st paccrpaniBarh. —
«BBI 4TO-TO CO3Haére?»

— «Het», — OTBeTun xpanurens. — «51 ciexy 3a X0A0M UCTOPUH, U JJal0 HapoAaM HyXHbIE
3HaHUS B HY’)KHBIE MOMEHTBI, YTO OBbI IOAJICPIKUBATH TAPMOHUYHBINA MHPY.

— «A BBI IeTaeTe Kyaa-Huoyab?»

— «Her, s mocTosHHO Hax0XKycCh 37€ch. CMeHa OOCTAaHOBKM JaBHO MEHSI HE BJIOXHOBIISIET.
Bnpouewm, TbI e111€ M0JI0/1, ¥ HE BUEI TOYTH HEYETO, @ BOT 51 — ObLI B KAYKIOM yTOJIKE 3TOM IIAHETHI.
Hudero HOBOTO U1t MEHSI HET, U TyT O€3yMHO CKy4HO. XOYeTCs MOBUAAThH IPYTUE MUPBI, HO CO
BPEMEHEM $ MTOHSUI, YTO 3TO HE TaK YK U BaKHOM.

A BOT 00 3TOM 5 coBceM He noxymai. [IpenctaBuTe TpyiHO — KakK 3TO, BOT Thl, JOIMYCTUM,
BEYEH, HO [IPU ATOM, OTPAHUYEH PaMKaMH OJJHOTO MHpPa, K KOTOPOMY ITPUBSI3aH 110 KAKMM-TO HEMO-
HSATHBIM IPUYMHAM.

— «A pa3Be Bbl HE MOXkeTe yneTeTb?» — Cnpocun 4, HenoymeBasi. — «He Moxxere cMEHUTH
MUDP?»

— «Her», — XpaHuTenp nokayan rojaoBoi. — «BOT ThI ¢ OTLIOM JKHBEIIb IO OIPENEICHHBIM
paBuIaM, TaK?»

— «Tak», — kuBHyN 5. — «M uT0?»

— «A TO, YTO y Hac TOXE €CTh OINpPEIEICHHbIE IPABUIIA, IO KOTOPHIM Mbl KUBEMY, — XpaHH-
TeJb MOCMOTpeN Ha He0o. — «K cuacTbio, WK K COXKaJIEHUIO, MHE HEJb3s MOKUJATh 3Ty IUIAHETY
710 TEX TI0p, TIOKa HE PelaT XpaHUTENN WM HE HACTYIIST ONpe/IeIeHHbIE 00CTOATEIbCTBAY
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— «Kakwue o0cTosiTenbeTBa?» — CIPOCHII 51, 1 MHE TTOKA3aJI0Ch, YTO HA CAMOM Jiefie XpaHUTEb
YKAJIEET, YTO HaXOAUTCA 3[1E€Ch, — EMY TYT O€3YMHO CKYYHO.

— «B03MOXHO, Thl IOKMBEILIb O UX HACTYIUIEHHs. A pacckazaTb O HUX s TeOe HE MOry.
XpaHUTEIN HE pa3peruaroT»

— «HeseposTHo!» — Bo3pasun s1. — «Heysxenu Bam, XpaHUTEN0 BpEMEHH, MOXKET KTO-TO UTO-
TO 3anpeTuTh?! Tak BbI XKe, BbI )K€ TYT CaMbli TJIaBHBII | »

— «371ech», — XpaHUTEINb IPOBEJ TUTAHTCKOM J1aroil o 3emiie. — «/Jla. A BOT Tam», — OH CHOBa
B3NIsIHYA B He0o. — «Het. Kak TbI yxe moHsu, s He onuH Takoi. U ectb XpaHuTenu, KOTOpbie
CTapllIe U MOTYIIECTBEHHEE YEM 5.

51 He mepecraBan yauBiAThCs. CKOJBKO €I1I€ TailH XpaHUT 3TO MUP, U TeM 0oJiee, CKOJIbKO
TallH €CTh Yy CAaMUX XpaHUTeNen?

MBI ¢ HUM e11e A0JITOo 00IaTUCh, M OTEIl, MHE Ka)KeTCsI, BOCXHUIIAJICS MOEH JII0003HATEIHHO-
CThI0. S| y3HaJI, KaK NOSABIAIOTCS IUIAHETHI, Y3HAN, KaK MOSBIISIFOTCS 3B€3/Ibl, U CKOJIBKO OHU TOPST.
MHe paccka3anu, Kak MPOCTOpPHAa U OPOMHA BCEJIEHHAs, U KaK MHOTO MHMPOB B HEW €lle eCTh
IOMKMO Hallero. B 3TOT MOMEHT MHE CTal0 HEMHOTO YaJIKO XPaHUTENs, IOTOMY YTO OH HE MOT
CJIETaTh Ty/la U IOCMOTPETh, KaK TaM BCE ycTpoeHo. Bc€ ke, He cMOTps Ha BCe HEIOCTaTKU, MOs
MeuTa CTaTh XpaHUTEJIEM BPEMEHHU IIPOI0JIKaa CyIlleCTBOBATD.

[Tocne HeckoMbKHUX 4acoB Oecebl MbI C OTLIOM HAIPaBJISJIUCH TOMOH.

— «3Haemb, ['pun», — Hauan nana, NPUCTAIILHO OCMAaTpHBasi MyTh. — « BOT ThI cripamuBan y
XpaHuTens, XOpOIIKE JIN JIFOIN.

— «Hy, na», — HeyBepeHHO OTBETHIJI 5, TIOHUMAsl, YTO 3aTPOHYJ OOJIBHYIO I OTLA TEMY. —
«MHe npocTo OBIIO HHTEPECHO, YTO OH [yMaeT 00 ATOM».

— «TsI HE BONHYHCS», — JJACKOBO OTBETHII OTell. — «SI He cobuparock Te0s pyrars. IIpocto
MHE XOTeJIO0Ch paccKa3aTrbh Te0e KOe-uTo, a s HUKAK HE PEIajICsy.

— «Yro pacckazarb?» — JTa HOBOCTh 3acCTaBWJIa BCE BHYTPH INepenonomuThes. MHe kasa-
JIOCh, YTO y OTIA 3aKOHYMJIUCH JUISl MEHSI CEKPETHhI, HO BUJUMO, 5 omubancs. — «4To-to ciayqu-
710Ch7»

— «41, xKaK paHbllIe, KaK M T, CBIHOK, JTFOOWJI JIIOEH», — COOPaBIINCH C CUJIAMHU MTPH3HAJICS
mHe orell. — «[IpocTo oHM He Be4HBI, U Apyx0a ¢ HIMU MEHs pazodapoBaiia. Thl MOIOMEI ChIH,
Thl CUJIbHBIH, @ Sl TAK HE MOTY».

B ouepennoii pa3z Moii BHyTpeHHUIT Mup TiepeBepHyIics. OTell, KOTOPBI BCIO KHU3Hb YOeK 1Al
MEHS B TOM, YTO C JIFOAbMHU JIyUllle HE CBA3bIBATHCSI, TOBOPUT, UTO JIFOOMI UX!

— «A mouemy Tbl pazouapoBajcs B HUX?» — OcTopoxHo cripocun 1. — «OHU caenanu Tede
YTO-TO?»

— «/la Her, cbIH, BCE cioxHee», — OTBeTHII oTell. — «bbIBanyu KOHEUHO MoJyIelbl, 3TO Aa. S
HE MEPBBIN IEHb Ha CBETE KUBY, HO Yallle, 1 pa304apOBbIBAJICS TOTOMY, YTO JIOAU HE BEUHBI, [ puH.
Korna tbI npuBsi3bIBaciibcs K HUIM, OHU YMUPAIOT, @ TeOe TOTOM 10JIr0 OyzieT 00JIbHO MOCIIE 3TOTO.
Ilonumaenib, 0 yeM A7)

— «He yBepen, HO cO BpeMeHeM, BO3MOKHO, IIOUMY», — s BAPYT ocekcs. — «Ho Hanerocs, 4to
HeT. MHe Obl He XOTEJI0Ch Pa304apOBBIBATHCS B JIIOISAX).

OcTarok MmyTH MBI MPOBEIH B MOMYaHUU. 1 OBLI YIMBIIEH TOMY, YTO OTEI[ BCE 3TO BpeMs
IBITAJICS IPUBUTH MHE HEHABUCTH K JIIOJSIM, KOTJIa caM, B MPOILTIOM, UX Jro0m1. Bot 3auem, eciu
Thl HE JTFOOMILb YETO-TO CaM, HaBsI3bIBaTh 3TO KOMY-TO JApyromy? ¥ Kaxa0ro Beib CBOS 10pora, u
CBOE OTHOUIEHME K XKU3HU. Tak 03BOJIb ONBITY U BPEMEHU M0Ka3aTh, KTO €CTh KTO. I, Harpumep,
CUMTAIO, YTO JIFOAU O€300UIHBI, 1 C HUMH MOXHO JIPYKUTh. A T1oueMy HeT?

[lepen Hamumu 3emisiMu si ocTaHOBUJICS. OCHOBHOM JTOCTOIPEMEUATEIbPHOCTBIO TOXE
ObLIa CKaJla, a CeTh IMelIep BHYTPU OblIa HALTM JJOMOM.

— «B uém neno, ['pun?» — Oten 3a0ecniokomcs. — «[louemy Thl ocTaHOBHIICA?»
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— «Bcé HopmanpHO, mam», — OTBETUN f. — «XO04y HEMHOIO OJIMH MOOBITh, U Pa3BESTHCA.
MoxHo?»

— «MOXXHO, TOJIIBKO HE YyJ€Tail CIUIIKOM JaJIeKO», — OTEl] MOJEeTeN Jajiblie, U S HEAOIrOo
CMOTpEI €My BCIIE].

Kak Tonpko OH CKpBUICS U3 BUAA, Sl TPONOIDKUI IyTh. HabpaB npmiim4Hyto cKopocTh, 1 coa-
BUB BBICOTY, 1 CTaJl HECTUCh HaBCTPEUy TEIUIOMY BeUepHEMY BETpy. Sl Muascs Haj JecoM, U KOH-
YUKW KOT'T€H MHOT/A LETJISUIMCh 3a MAKyLIKU JEPEBbEB, 3aCTABIIASA 3aCUIEBIIMXCS ITULL B UCITyTE
pasnerarbes. [lepeno MHOM ObUT TOPU30HT, OKAMMIICHHBIA KPACHBOWM BCIIBIIIKOW 3aKaTa, U MHE
XOTEJIOCh JIETETh BEYHO.

Bapyr no ciyxy ynapui AeTCKUi miiad. 3aBUCHYB, sl IPUCITYLIAJICS, PELIUB, YTO MHE MOIJIO
noKa3aTbCsl. S CIpliai, Kak KOMomaTcs: OEJIKK Ha IEPEBbsIX, CIBIIIAN, KAaK ChIPYIO 3€MJI0 TONTAJIN
KOTIbITA, U KaK TUXO KPaJyTCs 3a XO35€BaMH KOIBIT XUITHUKU. BCE 3Byyasio rapMOHUYHO, OJIMH
3BYK CMEIIUBAJICS C IPYTHM, CTAaHOBSICh TOJIOCOM IpUpoabl. B 3TOT pas Bexmun Obl1 Oosiee rpom-
KUM, BBICOKHM, ¥ TOYHO HE BIMCHIBAJICSI B KAPTHHY, KOTOPYIO IO MY3BIKE JIeca HapruCOBajIo BOOO-
paxkeHue.

S nBuHYICA Janbliie, U CTall JETETh TaK HU3KO, KaK TOJIBKO CMOT. JIeTs o HalpaBIlIeHUIO, B
KOTOPOM YCHJIMBAJICS I1J1a4, 51 BCKOpe npu3emiuics. CoHIle HOUTH CEJl0, M CKBO3b IOMPAYHEBILINE
KPOHBI JIEPEBLEB ObLIO BUIHO KyCOUKM TEMHOrO HeOa. Bnanu Buanencs xonm.

— «KT0 31€CH?7», — HEYBEpEHHO MOAYMAJI 51, U HAIPSIT CIyX, YTO ObI ONPEAETUTh, OTKY/1a IPH-
JIET OTBET.

Otger s He nomyuui. [lnad pe3ko npeppancs, 3XoM MOMYAJICS MEXAY JIEPEBLEB, U CIEAOM
Oyaro ctux cam Jiec. [locie KOpoTKoi may3sl MPOCTPAHCTBO 3aMOIHMIOCH IIYPIIaHKE JTUCTBBI, U
3a XOJIMOM KTO-TO 3auieBenuics. S ornpaBuics Tyaa.

— Ail! — KpukHyn KT0O-TO MUCKIISABBIM, I€TCKUM TrosiockoM. — [Tomorure!

— «4 uny, ne 6oiica! bynp Ha Mmecte!» — Jlymaut s, ¢ mara nepexoas Ha Oer.

BricyHyB ronoBy u3-3a xoiMa, s YBHUJIEN MaJ€HbKYIO JI€BOUYKY, Ha JIUIE KOTOPOM 3acThlia
rpumaca 6omu. OHa aeprkanach 3a KPOBOTOUANIYIO KOJICHKY, ITBITASCh YHITH TEKYIIHE 110 TPS3HBIM
HieKaM cje3bl. Y He€ ObLIM CEKYILIUECs YepHbIE BOJOCHI, U OUEHb MOTPEMAHHBIMN, yCTANIbIM BUI.
Cepoe nnarbuiie Toxe ObLIO B IJIAYEBHOM COCTOSTHUH.

— Hans! Ilomorure! — Bexnunbiana neBouka. — MHue 00sbHO!

Omna mojHsIa Ha MEHs TV1a3a, u e€ OyaTo ynapuia MmoiaHus. OT UcIyra OHa BCKUHYJIa OpOBH,
U 4yTh HE OOPOHMIIA YETIOCTh, PACKPBIB POT.

— [Tomorute! — B3Bu3raymna oHa u, 3a0bIB 0 KOJIEHKe, Bckoumiia. — Tyt uyauiie! [Tomorure!

OHa nomyasnach B CTYHIAIOUIYIOCS TEMHOTY, KoTopast o0cTynuiia Hac. [IpoOexaB HECKOIBKO
METpPOB, OHA BAPYT OCTAaHOBUJIACh M, YIIaB HA KOJICHH, CTaja POTUPATh IV1a3a KylIaKaMH.

— He empre Mens, noxanyiicra! — [1nakana ona. — Mens mama ¢ nanou xayT!

51 GBI B OLIENICHEHWH, HAaBEpHOE, OOJIBIIEM, YeM OHA. S| pacmpaBMIl KPbUIbs, H TOTOBHJICS
B3JIETETh, YTOOBI yOpaThcs OTCIO/Ia, HO COBECTh 3aCTaBUIIa MPUKATh KPbUIbS K cliiHE. MHe npen-
CTaBUJIMCH JIECATKH CBEPKAIOLIUX V143, KOTOPBIE OKPYKUIIN JEBOUKY, Ha0JI0/1as1 3a HEM U3 TEMHOTBI
U 0KHJ1asi MOETO yXO[a.

Kak s Mor octaBuTh €€ TyT O/iHY, B HOUHOM Jiecy? CTbIa IPOAOIIKAI MOMNBITKA 3aCTaBUTh
MeHsl yOparbes, U IepecTarh MyraTh JAE€BOYKY, HO COBECTh OKa3ajach cuibHee. Ho uem s Mory
noMoyub eit? OHa xe Goutcs meHsi!

— «Th1... He Ooiicst! Tol TaM!» — 51 KOpsiIBO C(HOPMYIUPOBAIT MBICIIb, TYT K€ ITOIO YCTHIAMUB-
HIUCh. — «5] TeOst He 00MKY, JeBOUKa!»

E€ nmnau cran Tuie, u oHa 006epHyNach, A Ha MEHS HEIOBEPUYUBO, 3aIlJIAKAHHBIMU IJ1a-
3amMu. MHe 3aXoTenoch MCUE3HYTh, YOEKaTb B MapajljIelIbHYyI0 PEabHOCTb, BEPHYThCS OTTYHAA
4EJI0BEKOM, M BBIBECTH €€ U3 JIeca.

— «Ycnoxkoiics! S 1oOpsIii!» — ropao mogymait s, ¥ monpoOOoBall CaeNaTh mar BIepe]l.

31



A. B. Bonkos. «Bsrnsg 3sepsa»

CHoBa BCKOUMB, JI€BOYKA 3alMllana, U IpbIrHy/a 3a Omkaimmnil kameHnb. E€ kpuk ckoBasi
MEHS, U 1 CHOBA [TOYYBCTBOBaJ ce0sl HesloBKO. UTo 3a HamacTh To Takas? Xoren Obl 51 €€ ChecTb,
TO y’K€ ¥ KycOouKa Obl HE OcTaBmII!

W3 TbMBI cTa)I0 TOHOCUTHCA 3]100HOE€ pblYaHUE, U ONecTsIue Ia3a, KOTOpbIe s MpeacTa-
BUJI HECKOJILKO MTHOBEHUI Ha3aJl, Tenepb oOpaTUiINCh peaibHOCThIO. B HO3/1pu Bpesasics 3amax
IICUHBI, U 5 TOHSUI, YTO 32 CIIMHOM 1€BOYKH BOJIKU. BbIX0Js U3 TeHel AepeBbeB MO/ CUSHUE JTyH-
HOTO CBETa, OHU CJIOBHO JIe37U U3 HUuero. Kak s Mor He 3aMeTUTh uX Ha noaxoze?

C ockaneHHBIX 3y0acThIX macTel crekana ciitona. OHu 00CTyImany IEBOYKY CO BCEX CTOPOH,
IPOBOpauMBas B BOOOpaKeHUU (€CIM OHO Y HUX, KOHEYHO, OBLIO), MPEACTOALLYIO MUPYLIKY, KaK
u 5. «Ecnm g He BMelaroch ceifuac, To J€BOYKY TOYHO He cracTi». HyXHO Obulo 1eHCTBOBATS.
B nBa npbDkKa npeooieB pa3ieisatollee Hac PACCTOSIHUE, I IPUKPBUI JIEBOUYKY TEJIOM, U IOKa3all
CBOM KJIBIKM B OTBET HA BOJYbU PHIKU. JKMBOTHBIE SIBHO OKa3aJUCh B 3aMELIATEIbCTBE, YBUJCB
MEeHsI, ¥ 3aMepin. VX riaza BeIpaXkail roiiof], 37100y, 1 HEIOyMEHUE, — OHU CTaJIM XOAWTH B3a/I-
BIIEpE/I, KaK MoMeIaBirecs. Boik B cepenuHe O0s31MBO MOCTABUII JIAITy Ha 3€MITIO, M TIOTIBITAJICS
caenarhb mar Brnepea. [puxasimmch K 3emiie, 1 IPUKPbIBas JI€BOUYKY IJIOTHEE, 51 CBUPEIO 3apblyall.
Moii peB Hamyrajn cTaro, U XUIIHUKH JIPOTHYIIH, @ HEKOTOPbIE AK€ MOANPBITHYIH. YCIBIIIAB B
OTBET CKYJICHME, 51 3apblyall CHOBA, JaBas IOHATh, YTO MEHS yroBapuBaTh He npuaercs. S Benp
MoOry MouTH Aanpiie oOMeHa BomIsiMU. [lomkaB XBOCTBI M kKaJOOHO MOCKYJINBasi, BOIUbs CBOpa
CKpbLJIach BO Mpake jieca. Bckope s ciplian Juillb BETep, MOKaYMBaIOLINI 1epeBbsI.

51 obepHyca. JleBouka cMOTpesia Ha MEHs, IIMPOKO pacliaxHyB BEKH. Sl He MOTy Jaxke npe-
CTaBUTh, YTO ceiYac MPOUCXOIUIIO Y HE€ B TOJIOBE, HE MOT IPEAYraaTh, KaK OHa MOCTYIIUT.

— Cmacu00. .. — CIJIOTHYB CKa3ajia OHa, U OCMOTpPEJach, OyATO ObI MCKajia OMACHOCTD.

— «['me o1 )xuBemb?» — mogyman si. — «JlaBaii s1 oTBey T€Os TOMOI»

JleBouka Moya KMBHYJA, U Mbl HalnpaBUiIKCh K €€ yOexwuily. Ha cniuny s €€ mocaauth He
XOTeJ1, 00ssICs, Belb y HEE BPsi/L JIU €CTh OIBIT €3/bl Ha APAKOHAX, @ BOT MEIIKOM Mbl BIIOJIHE MOTJIN
uATy. Bero nopory Mel mpoBenu B 0€3MOJIBUY, HO JE€BOYKA TO U JIEJI0 3aMCKUBAIOLIE IVIsAIe/1a MHE
B IIa3a, CUNUTAs, 4TO 1 ITOro He 3aMmedaro. CIyCTs KaKoe-TO BpeMsl MEXKIY APEBECHBIMH CTBOJIAMU
HOSIBUJINCH, KOTOPBIMU OBLIIM OCBELLEHBI BXOAbI B OyHKEpHI. J[eBouKa BAPYT OCTaHOBWIIACH, IIEpE-
BOJISl B3MJISAJ] C TOPOZA HAa MEHSI, U MOMbITANach YTO-TO CKa3aTh, IPOIIOTUB CJIOBA.

— «l'oBopH, HE OOCST», — MOAYMAIT sI, IyBCTBYS ceOsi 3a00TIMBBIM CTapmuM Oparom. — « 51
IpyT».

— Te1 gpyr, — Temio, HO, HE ynbIOasch, NOATBEpAWIA AeBouka. — [loxanyiicta, He roBopu
MaMe ¢ Iarou, 4yTo 5 TyT ObuIa, TagHO? A s HUKOMY HE CKaXy, UTO Thl TOKE OJJUH T'yJIsIelllb HOUbIO
B JIECY, ITyraellb AETEeH U BOJIKOB.

— «JloroBopuinnchy», — OABITpaI s I€BOUKE, U PO ce0s1 cMmesuics. — «9TO OyJET Halll CEKPET».

Ot BOpOT OYHKEpOB K JIeCy IMOTSHYJIUCh OTOHbKH, OpOcCalollde CBET Ha YEJIOBEUYECKUE
¢burypsl.

— Anna! — M3naneka npumen yeit-ro Kpuk.

— Mens AHHa 30ByT! — 3aKJII0UMIIa OHA, ¥ T0OEXkKana B CTOPOHY OTHEH, paccekas pacTyIlylo
nepes Her TpaBy.

— «YBumumcs, AHHaY.

S mpoBokan e€ B3MISAAOM, M KOT/1a YOSIHIICS, YTO OHa B O€30MIaCHOCTH, YIIIeJ 00paTHO B Jiec.
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maBa 4

51 BBIITyCTUIT aBTOMAT U3 PYK, U OH OPEBHOM IOBUC Ha MOEH 111ee, 3alleUBIINCH 32 HeE peM-
HEM. Bu coOOCTBEHHOTr0 MEPTBOTO TEjla BOTHAJ MEHS B OIENIEHEHHEe, U THEBHbIC KOMMEHTapUU
[IloHa 3acTaBnsiin QyMaTh, YTO Ha TOM Halll MyTh 3aKOHYMJICS. A KyZa aanbiie uaru? S cmorpen
Ha CTaporo cedsi He Moprasi, ¥ MBITAJICS HAPUCOBaTh B TOJIOBE YTO-HUOYIH CIIOCOOHOE 3aCTABUTH
CABUHYTHCS C MECTA.

— «O» —mpomomxan llonH. — «S1 3Har0, 4To TeOe cnenars! 3acTpenuck! Okaxelb MHE 00JTb-
uryto yeayry! S He Xo4y /10 KOHIIa TBOMX, a TOUHEE YK€ HallluX AHEH Topuarh ¢ ToOOOI B OqHOM
royiose!».

A moxer, crout nocnymats Hlona? [logyman s, 1 OKHUHY YepHBIM METaILT aBTOMATa 33 {yM-
ynBbIM B3DIsIIoM. Kyna nanbine uaru, u uto nenars? Kakue y MeHsl IaHCBI B 3TOM yOorom Tene?
Jaxke Oyny4u qpakoHOM s caM, pU3NYECKH, ObLT CIOCOOEH Ha Majioe, a TyT y>K COBCEM HUYETrO
He Mory nofenats! Uto s Oyay ucnonb3oBars? Lllokep, aBToMar, u Kynaku? ITUM MOXKHO yOUTh
TOJIBKO APYTOrO YeJOBeKa, U efBa Ooyiee KPyMHOTo 3Beps, Bpoae MeHs. A mpobiema B TOM, UTO
OCHOBHAas Yrpo3a, OTHIO[b, HE JIOU. XOTs TENepb YkKe HEMOHATHO, KTO JIJIs Koro yrpo3a. U k Tomy
ke, KoMy sl MOTy HaHecTH Bpea? S TO U BBIpyOUTh OXpaHHUKA CMOT TOJIBKO 32)KMYPUB IJ1a3a U C
TUYaUIIIM YCUIIHEM, XOTS CI0KHOTO B 3TOM HUYETO He ObLIO.

— «Kak um nonb3oBarbesi?» — crpocui s [llona, mpuaMMas npemioxkenue. — «5 ¢ To6oi
cornaceH. ToNbKO TOT/IA CKaXXH, YTO Tebe MElIano yMepeTh eIle TOrna, B KoMHare?»

OH BHIMMO 3aayMalcs, U 9TO 3aCTABUJIO MEHsI HAMOPIIMUTH JI0O oT HampsbkeHus. Hemonro
rmoMoia4aB, I1ToH OTBETHIL.

— «S1 BenmpLIMIDY, — MPU3HAJICS OH. — «S1 Temeph a)ke He A0raJAbIBaOCh, YTO JesaTh. UTo ObI
BEpHYTh TeOs Ha3al, 4To Obl OOMEHATHCA, HYKHO OBUIO TBOE TEJNIO, MOHUMAEIIb? A Teneps, HY, 5
HE 3HAI0, MbI TPOpabaThIBAIN IPYTHe BAPUAHTHI, MBITATHCH TOUHEEY.

— «To ecTh BO3MOXXHOCTh BEPHYTHCS BCE Taku ecTh? Pa3 yx ynanoch mMpoBepHYTh 3TO OJUH
pa3, TO 3HAYUT MOXKHO U IPYTOH, C IPYTHM TEIOM

— «Cornaceny», — nogyman LlloH, u s ucneiTan NpuiaIuB 60APOCTU. — «DTO CIOKHO U, HY, B
00111eM, 3TO HepeaIbHO MOYTH ! »

— «Yto Hamo nenate, Lllon? [ToBeps, s cCHOBA X0Uy CTaTh APAKOHOM, TaK K€ CUIBHO, KaK U
ThI XOUElIh BEPHYTH ce0e Ten0. X0ouellb Be/lb?»

—«Jla», —orBernn lLloH. — «<HaM Hy>KHO HaliTH YEPTEKU U YCTPOUCTBO nepeHoca. OHO 37€ech,
Ha 3TOM YPOBHE).

CHoBa B3sIB aBTOMAT B PYKH, 5 C TPYAOM OTOpBaj B3IVISA OT MOTHOIIEro ce0si, v MOCIeTHUN
pa3 MocMOTpes Ha BCKPBITYIO 1Bephb. Hanerocs, MHe Oobliie HE MPUIETCS CIOa BO3BPAIIATHCS.
Msue TspKeno Oyaert 3a0bITh COOCTBEHHYIO CMEPTh. .. Mn 3T0 Hauano HOBOM KU3HU?

[TyTs mpomien O6bICTpo U 6e30macHo, K HaleMy cuacThio. [locne yxona qpakoHOB Ha STOM
YPOBHE CTajJ0 TUXO, U B OCHOBHOM, IITyMbI IPUXOAMUIN OTKY/Ia-TO CBEPXY. S ¢ JErKOCThIO HaIIeln
HY)KHYIO KOMHary, cienys ykazanusmu [lona.

[IpoGrneMbl HauaIKCh, KaK TOJIBKO MBI BOLLIA BHYTpPh. B komMHaTe Obln Oapiak, v co3/iaBa-
JIOCh BIIEYATIIEHUE, YTO TYT B OKECTOYEHHOM CXBAaTKe COILLIOCH HECKOJIBKO JIpakoHOB. [rybokue
TPOWHBIE MOPE3bl PACTATUBAIKCH 110 CTEHKAaM, U Ha TOJIY MHOXECTBO Oenbix aucToB. [lomernie-
HUE OCBEUIAIN TYCKJIIbIE JIAMITbI, KOTOPbIE OTPa)aJIuCh B TOHUPOBAHHOM 0030pHOM OKHe. Cepe-
JTUHY BOCHMHYTOJIBHOM KOMHATBhI 3aHUMAJO TPOMO3JKOE yCTPOMCTBO MPOJOITOBATON (HOPMBI,
BI0JIb KOTOPOTO, TOAOOHO 3MeSIM, TaHYJIMCh MPOBoAa. bosbire MeTanmnyeckre Koiablia 00HUMAaIn
MaIIUHY, 1 OHA KOHYaJIach OCTPBIM IITHIKOM. [IITBIK yKa3bIBa B CTOPOHY CTOSIBIIEH PsIIOM KIIETKH,
U BIPYT sl MPEACTABUI, KaK OCTPUE YCTPOWCTBA MPOH3AET TOJIOBY JIPaKOHA, KOTOPBIN Jepraercs
B arOHHH, MBITAACh CMACTUCh. MHE CTalo TOCKIMBO, U YeM JOJbIIE I CMOTPEN Ha YCTPOMCTBO,
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TeM OOJIbIlIe y’Kaca OHO Ha MeHs HaroHso. OT HEero Besj0 YeM-TO CMEPTENbHBIM, 371bIM, U 0€3-
YKAJIOCTHBIM.

— «YepTexku HOIKHBI OBITH T/IE-TO 37eCh. ECIM MBI CMOKEM UX M3YUHTh, 51 pa3doepych, KaK
MOYKHO MEPECENIUTh TEOS B APYTro€ TEI0».

— «A U1 3TOTO HE AOCTATOYHO OyZIeT MPOCTO paboyero ycrpoiictea? Mimu TaM Hy)KHO KaKoe-
TO 0c000€ Ten0?»

— «bynp Bc€ Tak npocto, Kpuc Obl ye HamTamIoBall COTHH THICSY IPAKOHOBY, — YCMEX-
Hyncs Llon, u npogomkun Hetepnenuso. — «Bpemenu mano. He 3a0biBail mpo AHHY».

BcroMHUB, 9TO 51 XOTEIN CIIACTH €11 KOTO-TO, KpoMe ceds, 1 OKUBHIICS. S moMyaiicst K CTo-
JaM, U BCKpbIBas SIIMK 32 SIIUKOM. MHE NPUXOANUIIOCHh BBIKU/IBIBATh HEHYKHBIE JIUCTHI Ha MO, U
OH BcKope cTal eul€ Oenee otr Oymaru, MaJarouieil Ha Hero.

— «MoxHo Obu10 foranarbes!» — noxyman LloH, 1 MHE 3aX0Te€NOCh CTYKHYTh KYJIaKOM IO
CTOIY, OT 4Y€ero s eaBa yaepxaics. — «Kpuc mim 3abpain, Wik yHUYTOXKHUI YEPTEXKH, IPOCTO 3710-
poBo!»

— «CoBceM HUYETro HeNb3s CAENATh?»

— «MpbI noiinem ko MHe. Toabko yOenuch, 4To 3a HAMU HET XBOCTA, MOHSII?»

S KuBHYJ, ¥ BAPYT MOAYMaJl, YTO CO CTOPOHBI HABEPHSKA BBINIDKY Kak Oe3ymerr, 001aro-
IUICSA C HEBUAUMKON. B KakoH-TO CTEMEHH PTO TaK U OBLIO.

BepnyBiuuch k nanare, B KOTOPOH sl OUHYJICS, 51 CHOBa pa3zoyapoBaics. Tena AHHBI He ObLIO,
u 1 HaxMmypus O6poBu. Kyna nenu teno AHHBI? YHECHIH, COXIIIM, WIM CKOPMWIM JpakoHam?! B
KOTOPBIi pa3, AHHa, 51 Te0s ymyckaro! S oGeman B 1eTcTBE, YTO HUKOTAA T€OsI HE OpOoITy, U YTO
u3 5Toro BHIILIO?! S ke Hapymmi obemanne! HarmomHUBIINCH SIPOCTBIO, ST ITHYJ TIEPBYIO MOTIAB-
HIyIOCS 0, HOTY KOpOOKY, M OHa CO 3BOHOM CTaJjla OUTBhCS O CT€Hbl. AHHA IPECTaBIIAIAaCh MHE
oOropesIieit, pa3opaHHON APaKOHAMH, HIIA TTPOCTO JIEIKAIIEH I71e-TO MOCPEAH MyCThIHA 0€3 TIPH-
cmotpa. S nenaBuaen Kpuca, u BooOpaxkaii, Kak 3alMXHY aBTOMAT €MY B IJIOTKY, U Oy/1y CYIOpPOXHO
aTh Ha KPIOYOK JI0 T€X IOp, [T0KA HE OIyCTEET Mara3uH. DTOT MPUCTYM 3JI0CTH 3aCTABUJI MEHS
YCMEXHYThCA. Sl Be/Ib 3HAN, YTO B KU3HU HUKOT/A TaK HE TIOCTYIUTIO, KaK Obl MEHS HE Pa303JIHIIH.
Ho 3aro, 3a MEHS TaKk MOXKET MMOCTYIHUTH KTO-HUOYIb APYTOiA.

— «I'puH, HEe BCE OT HAC 3aBUCUTY», — nogymaln LllonH. — «Tel caenan, 4To MOT, U K TOMY XK€,
MBI HE 3HAeM, 4TO cTayo ¢ TenoM. Ckopee Bcero el He Npu4uHAT Bpeld. J1o cectpa Kpuca, u on
no3aboTuTcs 0 Heil. MOKHO OyleT HaluTH €€ o3Ke».

Cecrpa Kpuca. S u 3a0b11, uT0 AHHA — POIHS TOMY, KTO YCTPOMII BCE 3TH OSICTBUS, U CIIPO-
BOILIMPOBaJ BOMHY. «ECIIM CTAHOBUTCSI HEBO3MO)KHBIM BPEMEHHO PELIUTh OJHY 3a/ady, IpUCTYIIN
K PELLIEHUI0 BTOPOH, U BOBMOXKHO, PEILIEHNE OAHOM 3a7a4H, TOMOXKET Te0e pa3o0paThCsi ¢ NEPBOM.
['maBHOE — 4TO OBI 3371aUM KacaauCh OAHOIO JeJa, U Toraa o0e Co BpeMeHeM OyayT pelieHb — s
B/PYT BCIIOMHHJI CclIoBa Opara, u ero ypoku. OH BcerJa y4uil MeHs ObITh YIOPHBIM M aKTHBHBIM.
JBmkeHne — xu3Hb. Ero mobumas nmocnosuna. «Eciu cuaers, 1 4ero-To yrmopHO JOKUAATHCS,
4ero-HuOyIb Bpo/ie HeOECHOM MaHHBI, WJIA BCEJICHCKOH yaaum», — TyMaJ OH, cMesich. — «To enuH-
CTBEHHOE, YETO THI IOXKACUIHCS, ITO THOCIH TUTAHETHI.

[IpaBunbHO, Hao AeiicTBOBaTh. Eciu s cMory 3apy4uThes MOAAEPKKOM OTHOM U3 0OLIMH, TO
cMory OThIcKaTh Kprca, CMOTy IPOTHBOCTOATH €MY, U MHE Oy/IeT JIerde OThICKaTh AHHY U TIOBJIH-
SIThb HA XOJ BOMHBI.

Boiina sTa MeHs He ycTpauBaia B KOpHe. S nmei 4€Tkoe TOHMMaHue TOro, 4TO OHa CIIPOBO-
IUPOBaHAa HAMEPEHHO, U B €€ OCHOBE HET NIPUUYMHBI, KOTOpas JI0JIKHA 3aCTaBJATh JBa BUJA YHU-
YTOXKATh JIPYT Apyra. OTo Oblia (asblInBas BOMHA, BbI3BaHHAs 0OMaHOM, U s 3aJ1aJICsI LENbIO Ipe-
kparuth e€. [locraparbes mpeKpaTuTh.

Wns u3BMIHMCTBIMU U ITyCTBIMU KOPUIOpPaMHU, 5 IPUOIMKAJICS K BbIXOAy. S mblTancs npen-
CTaBUTh, KyJla I€JUCh BCE JIIOU, U YTO Ceiuac ¢ HUMHU NPOUCXOAUT. MHE B rojoBy MPUXOAWIN
KapTHUHBI C IEPECTPEJIKAMU U OTHEBIIIAIINMY YyJOBUILIAMHU, Tep3atoIuMu Jitoaen. Teno cxpaTui
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03HOO, U s OHSJI, YTO HE XOUY BBIXOAUTh. ECu CIieHbl B MOEH r0JI0BE MPaBAMBBI, TO OHU Pa3bIr-
PBIBAIOTCSI CHAPYXKH.

51 nobGpascs 10 BOPOT, M OIYCTHJ PhIYar, 4TO MX OTKphIBaeT. [loMerienne BApyT norpysu-
JOCh BO ThbMY, U TIOCEpEAMHE BOPOT OyATO mpope3aniack sipkas Oenas nosoca. [1aza ykonono, u
CO BPEMEHEM OHM CTaJIM MPUBBIKATh K JTHEBHOMY CBETy. Mo€ 110 cTan o0nyBaTh BETEp, FOHSB-
M 10 HebecaM XMypble Ty4dH. S moiiesn, Kpenko CXBaTUBIIKMCH 32 aBTOMAT, 1 OCTOPOXKHO clienall
HECKOJIBKO 1IaroB.

Bopora Obl1u BCTpOEHBI B TOPHYIO MTOPOJLY, U SIBISUIMCH YAaCThI0 BHYTPEHHOCTEH, CTaBIIMX
OpraHU3MOM IpoMaJHoM ckaibl. Ilepeno MHoOM ObulM OpollleHHBIE OappUKabl, U 34 HUMU Haul-
HaJsics oOpbIB. S mogomien 6iamke K Kparo, U CMOT pa3mIsIETh JECHYIO MOJIOCY, KOTOpasi pacKUHY-
Jach y MOAHOXHUA rop. Jlec, HaloHEHHbIH MbUIAIOIKMMU AEPEBbIMHU, KOJIBIXAJICS KaK B OOJIE3HEH-
HBIX CyJIOpOTax.

Bo3ayx Hajmo MHOM BCIIOJIOIMIMIICS, U CTaJl HECTUCh BO BCE CTOPOHBI. TpH ApakoHa, CIOBHO
UCTpeOUTENN, TOMYATIUCH BIIEPE/, U IEPETIOHKU Ha UX KPBUIbAX pa3AyBajuch Kak napyc. M3nasas
peB, OHH cTanH cOABIATH BHICOTY. KapTHHA ropsiiero jgeca JOMOJHIIACH XJIOIMKAMH 3€HUTHBIX
OpY/AMiA, aBBTOMaTHBIM CTPEKOTAHUEM, PEBOM JIPAKOHOB, M KpUKaMu Jitoieil. 113 orus, OyiieBasiiero
BHU3Y, B CTOPOHY JIETSIUX 11eJIel BBICKOUMIM TP JAJIMHHBIE BCIIBIILIKY, HATOMUHAIOILIUE CTPEJIbL.
OpHa U3 HUX BOH3WJIAch B JPAaKOHA, U OH YTOHYJ B KpoBaBoM oOiauke. CHOBa peB, KpbLIaThbie
XHUILHUKA MOMEHTAIbHO CMEHUJIN HalpaBJIeHHUE, CTaB MTUKUPOBATH BHU3. 51 0OHApY’KUJI TPOIIMHKY,
WIYIIYIO TIPSIMO Tiepea oOpbsIBoM, U mobOexan K Heil. [lepen B3MsLqoM mpoMyanioch MHOKECTBO
HKEJITBIX CTPEJ, MHOXKECTBO MUKUPYIOIIMX JPAKOHOB, U TO, YTO MMOHAYaJly Ka3aJOCh MHE €IMHNY-
HBIM, YMHOXKUJIOCh MHOTOKpaTHO. by1ieBana camast HacTos1as BOMHa.

51 Gexxan, ¢ TPyZIOM HE CMOTPS Ha pa3BepHYBIIUICS B cTopoHe O0i. TponuHKa, W3BHBAsCH,
BEJla MEHs BCE HUKE U HIKE, U BAPYT MEHSI 3aCTaBHJI OCTAHOBUTHCS IOHECIINNCS U3-3a IOBOPOTA
IIyM. £l CIIbIIIa BEICTPEIIBI METAJUIA, U OTTOJIOCKH YEJI0BEYECKUX IOJI0COB.

— 3anate nozunuu! — Kpuuan kro-to. — IlarpoHoB He xainelite! Pebsaram BHU3Y ceiuac
HaMHOTO Xy>ke 4yeMm Ham! MM Hy>kHa momepxkal

JlpixaHue nepexBaTuiio, u s 00sIICS UATH Jlajibllie, HO OCTaHaBJIMBaThC ObUIO Henb3sl. [Ipo-
JOJDKUB IYTh, 1 YBUJEI OUEpeIHYI0 OappHKaly, U caM OCTAaHOBUJICS y OOJIBLIOrO KaMHs, JIEKaB-
niero psjaoM. Jlroau cuaenu, BCKUHYB aBTOMAThl, U Y€ro-To aaau. S He moHumaln, B 4éM Jiejo,
IOKa HE YBUJEJ MOSIBUBLIMECS M3-3a Kpas oOpbiBa pora. Maxast MOTYYUMH KPBUIbSIMH, JIPAKOH
MEIJIEHHO Habupas BBICOTY, ¥ TIOTOKU BO3/yXa CTaIM COMBATH JItofel ¢ HOT. Sl mouyBCTBOBAJI, KaK
1101 KOMOWHE30H MONaIaeT MbUTh. JIpakoH perdya, ¥ TOJIOIHBIM B3TIISIOM OKHIBIBAJI COJIIAT, COOH-
pasch paszenarbcs C HUMHU.

[Ipoiins uyTh nanblue, 1 OCTAaHOBWIICS Y OOJIBIIOrO KaMHSI, U CTaJl HaOIIOAATh 3a IPOUCXO-
JSIIMM K3-3a HETO.

— Oronb! Yero 3acThlid UAUOTHI! — OHU CTaju CTPENATh, B OTBET HA YTO JPAKOH JIMILIb
YCMELUIMBO MTOBEJ TOJIOBOM, U €TI0 MACTh CTAJIA 3AIOIHATHCS IIJIaMEHEM.

Bcé koHumnoce npexie, 4em st ycrelsl HadaTh IpouaThes ¢ sku3Hbto. [1o 3emie npomyanack
TeHb. BTOpOil 1pakoH, MPOMYABIINICS CJIOBHO BETEP, BIEMUJIICS B LICIO TOMY, 4TO Haja HaMu. OH
PSABKHYII, U TIPEX/I€ YEM YIIACTh, — YCIIEN BBIIUTIOHYTh OTHEHHBIH 11ap. CTOJNIKHYBIIUCH C OTBECHOM
CKaJIOl, OTHEHHBIN 1Iap pa30uiIcs Ha AECATKU MaJEHbKUX KyCOYKOB, OT KOTOPBIX TSAHYJCS JUIMH-
HBII KEJNTOBAThIN Ciel. Sl ycren HeIpHYTh 11O/ KAMEHb, CTOSBILMM PSAOM, M ITOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK
oH Harpesncs. Horu Oyznro camu no/pkanuce, U s Moaymall, YTo MOMEUIMB XOTs Obl CEKyHY, MOT
OKa3aThbCsl Ha MecTe KaMHs. MHe 110Be3J10, U HallyT'aHHbII 4eJI0BeYeCKU OpraHu3M cam ceds crac.
B3pbiBHas BoJIHA HEpENPbITHYIa MEHS, TOMYABIIUCH 110 TPOIIMHKE.

Bapyr xapTuHka nepes ma3zaMu U3MEHUIIOCH, M S HA MUT pelInl, 4To odezymen. S muych
BHU3 CIIMHOM, BUJISl BBEPXY F'OPHbIE HATPOMOXKACHHUS, U IPAKOH BLEMUIJICS MHE B 11€t0. MHe ObL10
00JIbHO, CTPALIHO, U 51 OyATO YyBCTBOBAJ NPUOIMKEHNE BHE3AITHON OCTAHOBKH, YTO 3aCTaBUT MEHS
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paccTarbes € )KU3HbIO. S| IpakoH, KOTOPBIN B YbEM-TO CMEPTEILHOM IUIeHY. Mosl ITIOTKa 3aloIHs-
Jach OTHEM, HO HE MOMM, U Ka)KeTCsl, YTO MJICHUBIIEE MEHs CYLIECTBO — caaucT. Mos jiana 6e3-
PEe3yabTaTHO TSHETCS K LEIH, KOTOPYIO s AaKe HE BUXKY. Teso OMnoch B KOHBYIbCHUSIX, U TUIaMs
HaIMOJIHSJIO MEHsI, pacIlyIaBiisisi BHYTPEHHOCTH.

A mmskHyncs o 3eMito. K orHio npucoeIuHuINCh MOM COOCTBEHHBIE KOCTH, KOTOpPbIE BHE-
3aIHO PEININ PACKPOIIUTHCSA, U CTaTh OCTPBIMU KONbsIMU. [lepes ra3amu CII0BHO MOJIETENHN Yep-
HbI€ MYXH, U BCKOpE B3IVISII Ha4aJl MEPKHYTb, HO MPEXKJEe, YeM MOTEPATh CO3HAHUE, S YBUAEI
yOwuiiiry. 910 OBLT TaKOi ke, KaK s, APaKOH, TOJIBKO C IMyCTHIMH canupoBbIMU r1azaMu. OH gaxe
HE TOHSJ, YTO W 3a4eM CJieJiajl, U Ka3aJoch, OyATO Ha HETO ATOT MOCTYNOK HUKAK HE MOBIMSLIL.
Smep ¢ OKpoBaBIEHHBIMU KIIBIKAMH XJIaJHOKPOBHO CMOTpEN Ha MeHs. S ymep.

[Ipomopraiics, He OHAB, YTO TOJIBKO YTO BuAel. Ha aymie ocrancs HENpusSTHBIA 0CaA0K, U
MHE XOTeJIO0Ch 3a0bITh BUJIEHUE, HO OHO KPEIIKO 3aCeJI0 MEPE MbICIEHHBIM B30POM.

51 yBuzen BOEHHbIE CAIlOTH, MOTOM 3aKphLI IV1a3a, U CHOBA OTKPBIB, YBUIEN NPOTUBOIa3bl.
JIronu TOBOPMIIM YTO-TO, U UTYMHO JIBIILIAJIH.

— Oror eme xuBoii Bpoze! [lleBenutcs! — Ckaszan conaar, KOTOpPbIN 3aMep Mepeso MHOM.

—OcraBs! Y Hac HET BpeMEeHU BO3UTHCS C paHeHbIMU! JKUBBIM HyKHa IO ACpKKa! — JOHECCs
yeil-To oTnansBIMiics ronoc. — bpocs! Mbl HUKOTO HE MOYXKEM B3STh!

HepemnTtenbHo OMISTHYBIINCH, COJJIAT OCITYLIAJICS IPUKa3a, U B3rPOMO3/1MI MEHA K cede Ha
wieyn. [Toka MeHst mogHKMManM, s yBUJEN NOCIEACTBUS B3pbiBa. [lonoBuHa 0Tpsiga, K KOTOpOMY
s mpubesxan, yHuutoxkeHa. Ha 3emuie siexanu Jiroau, K KoXKe KOTOPBIX MPUIIMILIA pacIlylaBIeHHAs
pesuHa. Ha ux nunax ObIT OCKaj U3 MOTPECKABIIMXCS OT TeMIIepaTyphl 3yOOB, U 1 HAACSJICS, YTO
OHH MOTUOJIN OBICTPO.

—«'punanan! Kak Tbl BbI1IE€N? ) — yCIBILIAB 3TH MBICIH, Sl BAPYT BCIIOMHUJI, UTO B 3TOM TeJIe
He oquH. [Ipoctu, loH, BunuMo, Tebe MHOTO€ MPEACTOUT U3-32 MEHS NEPEXKUTh. S IPOUTHOPHU-
poBaJl €ro BOIIPOC, U JIMIIb CYUTAJI KAMHHU, KOTOPbIE MEJIbKAIU Mepes B3MISIOM. YeM HUXKE MBI
CIIyCKaJIUCh, TEM IPOMYE CTAHOBUJIMCH 3BYKH BBICTPENIOB, U OTUETIIMBEE ObUIN JIFOACKUE roJIoca.
Onu He 00OPOHSIOTCS, KaK MHE Ka3aJI0Ch CHavyalla, OHU OCTyT.

OnsTh 1pakoHu# peB, ONU3KUIN U CTpAILIHBINA. S yran Ha 3eMJII0, YIapUBILUCh, U POT HaIOJI-
HWICS TOPbKUM JIPEBECHBIM IEIMJIOM. 3aCTPEKOTAIN AaBTOMATHI.

— Cxoruna! — Kpuknyn kro-to. — XaBaii! Xapaii! XaBa-a-a-ai! — [locnenuss npotspkHast
(bpasa cmemanack ¢ BU3roM, M 3ByKaMH pBaBIIerocs Msica. KpukyH yMork.

Tyk-Tyk.

S caplman cTyk cOOCTBEHHOTO ceplia M, yraB, OOsICs Jake MOMIEBEIUThCSA. B3rmsin mo-
NpeKHEMY 3aTOJHSI PO YEPHBIX MyX, M BEKH CTPEMUIIUCH OIYCTUTHCS. S OOsIICS MIeBETUTHCS,
Y HE XOTeJl IEBEIUThCS. S XoTen crnaTh, HO MHE MELIaJINd KOTTH, YTO BOH3AJIKMCh B 3€MIIIO.

JlpakoH pemni 3a/1epkaThCs Ha 3eMJie, U YeM OJIMIKE OH MOJIXOIN, TEM Yallle COKpallaloch
MOE, — OYITO TPAMUYHOE, — CEPACUKO.

— «lIputBoprck MepTBEIM» — HcnyranHo gymai Lllon. — «IIputBopuce MEpTBBIM» — ITOBTO-
PWII OH, | 51 OyATO yMep, TOIBKO HE PUTBOPSIACH.

51 BCIOMHUIT ypOKHU U3 KHUKEK 110 OMOJIOTHH, U TaM TOBOPHIIOCH, UTO MO3T YEJIOBEKa MOCIIe
CMEpPTHU BKJIIOYEH ell€ mecTb MUHYT. [llecTh MUHYT, YTO OBl CMUPUTBLCS C TEM, YTO YXOAUIIbL B
IyCTOTY, U OLIEHUTH TO, YTO YCIEJI CAEIAaTh 3a CBOIO XKAJIKYI0, KOPOTKYIO )KU3Hb. «5l HE X04y yMHU-
parb! S He mpokuia 1 ABaauaTH Jaet! S mpoXuil MeHbIIe, YeM IPOKUBAET OOJIBILNHCTBO JOEH ! »

S B3MISHYN Ha majiel, U aKKypaTHO MM IOLIEBENWJ. «J{BUraroch, 3Ha4YMT, 5 €LIE KUB, U
TETNephb HYKHO MPUTBOPUTHCS JOXIIBIM, UTO ObI BEDKUTEY. [100pOIUB psiioM ere HEMHOTO, IPaKoH
HEJIOBOJILHO (DBIPKHYIL, M B3JI€TEN. BCKOpe B3Maxu KPBUILEB CTHXJIH, U S CIBIIIAI JIIIh BEICTPEIIBI
U PEBBI, CTOSIIIIUE AATIEKO OT MEHSI.

[Ipunoansiics, cesl Ha KOPTOUKU, U UyTh HE B3BbLI. Teso oMo ot 0omu.
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S ¢ TpynoM pa3orHyn KOJ€HH, U MHE Ha CIHMHY OyATO Jier rpoMaJHblil BaayH. OnacHOCTh
MUHOBAJIa, ¥ TEJIO PELINIO O3BOJIUTH ce0e OTIOXHYTh. HOrH, OT MATOK 710 MOSICHUILIBI, 3aIHIINChH
KTy4el yCTaJIOCThIO, M JKUBOT CKPYTHJIO. «boke MOH, Kak e s royiofieH!»

51 He en HUYEro ¢ caMoro NpoOyKAEHHs, U Ja)Ke HE IOMHIO, CKOJIBKO ITPOCIall A0 TOr0, KaK
nonaiu K [Ilony B komHaty. Ky4ya Bpemenu nponuia.

Kpyrowm 0110 HeCKOIBKO Tea. MepTBBIi IpakoH ¢ pacoOpOTOM IIEeH pacCTeNUI KPbUIbs O
TEIJION 3eMJIe, U €0 OKPYKUJIU TOTUOIIHE JIFOIH.

HaxuipiHynu BocnoMuHaHusl.

S BOpyT ONATH OUIYTUJI OTCYTCTBHE MOYBBI IOJ 3eMJIEH, U HECCS K 3emile CIMHOM BHU3. B
MEHsI BICTIMJIMCh KOTTH, U YbH-TO KJIIBIKHA Tep3anu Ieto. [IepBOOBITHBIN cTpax mepen cMepThio
HaMOJIHUI U CKOBaJsl Moe Teno. CKaJbl, 4TO S yBUAE BBEPXY, ObUIM TOUHO TAKUMHU XK€, KAK B MOEM
BugeHH. OCMOTpPEB TOpPJIO APAKOHA, S 3aMETHJI, YTO OHO OKaiimiyieHo oOropesiiel yemy€il. Tor,
KTO BLIETIUJICSI EMY B IJIOTKY, OZTHOBPEMEHHO M3pbIrai miams. «['puHanaH, kak Tl Bbien?!..» —
S Bciomuun Bonpoc [llona. Mou rasa Bapyr 3anoaHuinch cie3amu. [lepeno MHoO#M ObLTO Cylie-
CTBO, YHUUTOXXEHHOE XKECTOKO, O€3 BCAKOM MOLIa/1bl, U €T0 OKPYKaJIU JO/IU, KOTOPBIE JIUILIb XOTENIN
BBDKUTB. Sl HE 3HAI0, KTO OHM, YTO OHU CAEJIAIH, U 3a4€M OHHM OKa3aJIMCh TYT, HO BCEX UX MHE CTaJI0
KaJKo. MBI CTOJIBKO JIET IPOXKUIIU, HE IPOJIUB HU OJJHOM KaIlju KpOBH, U Tenepsb? YTo noiayuuinock
Tenepb?

— «He pacnyckaii corum, ['pun» — noxyman Ilos.

— 3arkHuce! — HeoxunanHo J1s ce0st KpUKHYI 51, U CBAJIMJICS HA KOJIEHU. — 3aTKHUCH!

— Oto ThI Bc€ ycTpous! — IpOIOJKUI 5, CTaB Kpudarh emé rpomue. — Ecinu Obl HE TBOU
CpaHble UCCIEAOBaHMs, €Cu Obl Thl HEe CHioXajcs ¢ Kpucom, To HukTO OB HE cTpanan! Bel co
CBOEH CpaHOM MOJUTHKOM BOOOIIEe HU 0 yeM He nymaete! He mymaere, 4To OTHUMaeTe y KOTo-TO
OTIIa, Y KOT0-TO Opara, y koro-to mats! Yomonku! Hegonocku! Bam pecypcel, Bam Biacts! Tombko
II0YeMY, Mpa3H, Bbl CBOUMHU pyKaMu HE BOIOETe, a?!

S yBuen cangupoBblii, OIyCTOLIEHHBIN B3I Dperaana, HalpaBlIeHHbIN Ha MeHsl. Sl yBU-
nen o0pas 0TLa, €ro TETUIbIN U 3a00TIMBEIHA B3IsL. OH MOT TOTHOHYTH B JTFO00I MOMEHT, a s 1aXe
HE MOTY CKa3arb, 4To oo ero! OH ke He cTaHeT MeHs ciymarh! S ske Teneph B TeJe CKOTa,
KOTOPBIN CIIOHCUPOBAJI BOMHY CBOMM HE3aypsiAHbIM HHTTEIIIEKTUKOM!

W3 mens BbITeKIM Bee CI€3bl, MEKU BCKOPE BBICOXJIM, HO Sl OCTABAJICS MOJIAaBICHHbIM. BCéE,
YTO CKOMIUJIOCH BHYTPH 32 3TO BpPEMs, BIPYT BHICKOYHIIO HAPYKY, U BMECTO TOTO, UTO OBl yCIIOKOUTH
IUIa4eM Jy1ry, s OyATO OTHpaBUII €€ CTPAHCTBOBATH IO MYCTHIHE.

— «He tak Bc€ mpocto ['pun. Y MeHs He ObUTO BBIOOpA, M MBI €1le MOKEM HCIPABUTH BCE,
HaM HY’KHO TOJIbKO BEPHYThCSI OOpPAaTHO B CBOM TEJA H...»

— Jla Hekyzna 6ombire MHe Bo3Bpamarhkesi! Trl He Buaen, uro s mogox?! 1 BeiOop Bcerna ecth!
Hert Bp160pa — onpaBnanue ams pabos oocrositenbeTB! HeT 00cTosATENBCTB, @ BHIOOP BCeraa ecTh!
TpycnuBas 61 TBaph! — S X0Ten cnenarh cede 60IBHO, XOTEN YIAPUTh Ce0sl KyJIaKOM TI0 JIUILY, HO
no6osuics. — Tebe modyBCTBOBATH TO, UTO 51 UCTIBITHIBAIO!

— «Boob1iie-To, s ucnbIThiBat0» — oTBeTHI L1I0H, 1 s MOHUT, 4TO 1a. MBI Beb C HUM J€JIUM
OJTHO T€JIO, U Y HAc ¢ HUM Tenepb Bc€ Ha nBoux. Kaszanock, ckyqHee, ueM ceifyac, s 4yBCTBOBATh
ce0s He MOT, HO Ha Ccep/lle JaBUio 4To-To eé. Ilepes MbICIeHHBIM B30pOM BIIPYT BCILIBLT 00pa3
KEHILMHBl U MaJICHbKOM JI€BOUYKM, a psAAOM ¢ HUMHU cTosn Kpuc. 3a HammMmu CiMHAMHU s TOXE
OILLyIIIaJl Ybe-TO MPUCYTCTBHE, U XOTEN 00epHYyThCs. BocmoMuHanus 060pBaiich, OCTaBUB MOCIIE
ce0sl TOpbKOE MOCIIEBKYCHE.

— «51 Toxxe Hemano notepsit, [ puH, 1 ToXke Xody, yTo ObI Bc€ mpekparmiock. [loromy moxa-
Jy¥cTa, peKpaTu HbITh, U moMoru MHe! Ham HyxHbI yepTexu! VX xonus ectb y MeHs joMa, U
JI0 HeTO OTCIO/Ia UATH HECKOJIbKO YacoB! Bo3bMu cebst B pyku, 1 monuti. Ham Hy)KHO OTIOXHYTb,
MOECTb, B35ITh UEPTEKH, U HANUTHU CIIOCOO BEPHYTHCS B CBOM Tenal»

37



A. B. Bonkos. «Bsrnsg 3sepsa»

S NpOTSKHO KUBHYJ HECKOJIBKO pa3, M OTOpPBaJ KOJIEHU OT 3eMid. [locne mapsl maros Mup
N0Ka3aJiCsl MHE MEJIEHHBIM, HEPACTOPOIHBIM U 5 iepeti€n Ha O6er. OTKPhUIOCH BTOPOE AbIXaHUE,
MBIIIIeYHasi 0OJIb OCTABUJIA MEHS, U 51 MYAJICS 110 JIECy, JeprKa Mmepea co0oi aBTomar.

Mens cnoBHO He 3amedanu. Kpyrom nbuianu aepebst. Jletanu gpakoHsl, U, CIIOBHO SICTPEOHI,
Opocanuch K 3emiie, KOTTSAMH HEeTUIsist 0e33aIUTHYIO 1n4b. Jlec OyaTo TPEBOXKHO JbIIIAT BMECTE
CO MHOH, 51 Oexxa, He oOpamiasi BHUMaHHS Ha TeTIe], JIETAIOUINI B BO3IYXE M HaBsI3UMBO JIE3YIIHNA
B IV1a3a.

Bo Bpewmst mepenpliiek MeHs HacTUraid BocrioMuHaHus. CHOBa mepes Ila3aMu KapTHUHA
NaJCHUs, U CHOBA JIPAKOH C ONAJICHHOW IIeel, PACKUHYBIIUN KPBUIbS.

— «Kaxk 181 BeiIEN?» — nosropu 1llon Bonpoc, yBueB BOCHOMUHAHUSI BMECTE CO MHOM.

HeMmHoro ycriokouBImuch, s TOXX€ HaJ HUM 33 yMaJcsl.

— «B kakom cmbIciie BbIIEN?» — YTOYHUI 51, ONISAEBIINCDH, U POJIOJIKIII CBOM MOXOJ.

— «1 oryTHi TBOE OTCYTCTBHE B TE€JI€ HA HECKOJIBKO CEKyH/. ThI CJIOBHO yIlIEN Ha IEPEKYD,
U TEJIO OTKJIFOYUIIOCHY.

Kak teno Moo otxirountbest? Kax s BooO111€ MOT U3 HETO BHIATH 0€3 TOMOLIY TOCTOPOHHUX
ycTpoicTB? [IpencTosno BeISICHUTS.
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naBa 5

MBpI BCKOpE MOKHHYIH MBUIAFOIIHIA JIEC U IEPECEKITN IUPOKYIO PEKY BOPO/I, 32 KOTOPOi ObLT
JPYTOi Jiec, TIOKa [elbli. MBI Opesu o HeMy HECKOJIBKO YacOB, PEIKO OCTaHABIMBAsCh HA KOPOT-
KHE TepeblKy. BTopoe npIxaHue 3aKOHYMIOCH, M CKOTIMBIIASICS YCTAIOCTh CIIOBHO BIICTIIIACH
MHE B HOTH ITyZIOBBIMH THPSIMH.

— «Kak nonro emnie uaTu?» — HETEPIEIUBO TyMal S

— «Kaxk Tonpko Tak cpasy. Okoino nonydaca eie, I pus. S Toxxe Xody ecTb ¥ TOXKE X014y OTA0X-
HYTB».

B otBer st BIyCTHI OECTIOPSIIOYHBIN TTOTOK MBICJIEH, B KOTOPOM BOOOpa)kKEHHE PUCOBAIIO
MHE KapTHHBI C ITOCTEJBIO, €10, 1 oTabxoM. I1IoH, BipoyeM, He cTai BO3paxkaThb.

Crycts naTHaaTh MUHYT Mbl HATKHYJIUCh HA BOpOTa OyHKepa. Sl cMOTpes Ha HUX € Ha/1exk-
1o#, HO "yyBcTBOBaN orpuuanue Illona.

— «Her, 3T0 He HaII, 3TO COCEACKUI»,

— «JlaBaii 3aiiieM K HUM, MOXKET Y HUX ecTb eal» — O0panoBaics 51, 1 modexan K OyHKepy.
Bapyr uTo-To 3aCTaBUIIO MEHSI 3aMEPETh, UbsA-TO Uyskas Bosis. CIOBHO KTO-TO TEJICKUHE30M CXBa-
THJI MEHS 32 IIUKOJIOTKH.

— «Hert!» — nogyman IlloH. — «OH ckopee BCEro MycTyeT, U 10 HAllero OCTaloCh BCEro
auyero! [Torepnu! Y He moptu MHe pemyTanuto nepex coceasmu! He coznasait mpoodnem!»

— Tebe e€ HeKyaa MOPTUTH, — BCIYX MPOILUIIEN 5, © HOBUHOBAJICS.

B ero cnoBax Obu1a npasaa. JInirHre BHUMaHUE B HAIIEM MOJIOKEHUH ISHCTBUTEIBHO MOTIIO
co3aarh mpobnemsl, 1 ocodeHno, ecnu lon 6pu1 U1t Kprca oueHp 1ieHHBIM YenoBekoM. Bapyr s
OLIYTHJI TATYYeE YyBCTBO BUHBI, U TIOCIICUIMI 3aINTyIIUTh €TO.

Kax >xe s HeHaBHIET CUTYaIMIO, B KOTOPOH ceifyac oka3zaiics. S mpoTuBopeum cebe, s Cpbl-
BAJICS, M OITYCKAJICS 10 OCKOPOJICHHS TMYHOCTH. Tereps MHe OBbIJIO CTPAIIHO JTAKe OTKPBITO HCITBI-
TBHIBaTh COOCTBEHHBIE YyBCTBA, /1a M1 YTO YK TaM OTKPHITO? 51 aske 3aKphITO HE MOT X ITOKa3aTh, HE
BBIJIAB [TPU ATOM CYILIECTBY, CTABILIEMY MHE COCEIOM, U TIOXOXKE, OHO Pa3/IeNsiiio MOE HEIOBOJIBCTBO.

— «Cnymait!» — nogyman lloH, u B rpyau 3ammemMuio. — «5I Toxe He paj] 3TOMY JTyparKoMmy
COCEJICTBY, HO HE 3a0bIBai, Thl B MOeM Telie — rocTb! 1 Oynb 100p, Beau ceds Kak rocTb!»

— «JocTeli 0OBIYHO MPUINIAIIAIOT, @ HE 3arOHSIOT K cede 0e3 mpocal» — sI3BHII 51, HePEeKITIO-
YHUBIIMCH HA TIPUBBIYHOE MBICICHHOE o0IeHHe. — «[louemy BBI MPOCTO MeHs He yOuu, a?!y»

— «Jla yOunu Ob1, 1 ymep Obl ThI, eciu Obl He 51, B camoM nese! Tak y Tebs xoTst Obl m1aHc
TOSIBIJICS IOMEHATH YTO-TO, TaK YTO 3aTKHHCH, U uau! LleHu, To uro TebGe nanu emie ofHy KHU3Hb,
¥ TeM Oosiee, BO3SMOXXHOCTh BEPHYTh CTapyro!»

[Ipexne yeM OTONTH OT BOPOT B OyHKEp, 51 pEeLIMI K HUM IpucMoTpeThesi. OHU MOSIBUIIUCH
riepe;1 MBICIIEHHBIM B30poM. J[0 3TOTO st BU/IEN MX C BHICOTHI JJPAKOHBEH TOJIOBBI, M IOTOMY ceifuac
HH Cpasy MOHII, 4TO 3TO 3a MecTo. «byHKep poaureneii AHHBI!» — TyMail s, ¥ pBaHyJICs K HEMY,
HO HEBUAMMasI CHJIa CHOBa ckoBasia HOTH. LIIoH ciepKuBaa MEHsI yCUIIUEM BOJIH.

— «/J1a 9TO THI JI€3€MIb TOCTOSHHO?!» — BOSMYTHIICS S

— «Ecnu 310 1OM popuTenei TBoel MoapyKKH, BOOOIEe He B3ayMail B Hero coBathbes! U3-
3a 3TOTrO HAC HAMIYT B JBa cueTal»

CrnomaBIIUCh MOJ] HATUCKOM YO@XJIeHHH, s1 BCE TaKu pelini OTCTYNUTh. Ecau nemkom 1o
noma Illona ocTaBanock NATHAALATE MUHYT, KaK OH TOBOPHJI, TO 100€KaTh MOYKHO MUHYT 32 ISTb.
C mara 51 nepenien Ha JIETKHi Oer, ¥ CIyCTsI KOPOTKOE BpeMs [oxXaieln o peieHud. B 6oky 3aHbL10,
B TOpJI€ TIEPECOXJI0, U MBIl CTAIM CIOBHO OTIENATCSA OT KocTe. OcTaTok MmyTu s mpojesa
TICTITKOM.

[llon mozxckasai, Kak HaUTH 3aMaCKMPOBAaHHYIO ABEPh OyHKepa. BrITamus e€ u3-moa Macku-
POBOYHBIX TOCTPOEK, 51 IPUHSUICA KPYTUTh BEHTUJIb. CO CKpUIIOM BOPOTA MOJAATUCH.
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Kpyras nectHuma Bena BHU3, M OCBelIeHUs B OyHKepe He Obuio. [Ipunuiocs uaTH 4yTh JIH
HE Ha OIIlyIlb, U CTAPAThCS OCTABAThCS HA HOTaX, aKKypaTHO CTyIas CKBO3b TEMHOTY.

S 3agymancs, norpy3uBILIKCh B MUP CBOMX BOCIIOMUHAHUM, HOBBIX U CTaphIX.

B MbIcnsx nHOTAA BCIIBIXMBAJI 00pa3 )KEHIUHBI U IEBOYKH, O€CLIEPEMOHHO BTOPIHYBILIUXCS
B MOoM BocnioMuHaHus. Mnu 310 51 Broprea B BocnoMuHanus [llona? B mo6oMm ciyuae, B nepBbliit
pa3 ux 4epThl ObLUTH HESICHBI M PA3MBITHI, U s Oy/ATO BUAET UX CKBO3b IPSI3HYIO IIPO3PAYHYIO CTCHY.
Teneps, MHE y1aBaioCh pa3mIsAEeTh UX B 00Jiee ICHOM BUJIE, M BBIJIEIUTD OT/EIbHBIEC YEPTHI, YTO
paHbIlIEe CIMBAIMCh B OHOW HEMOHATHOW KapTUHE. B3pocnas keHIlnHa, MeJia pyCchbie BOJIOCHI, a
JIEBOYKA PAJIOM C Hel Obuta OmoHanHKoN. O0e OX0XKH OTHA Ha JIPYTYIO, U 00€ OYEHb KPACUBHI IO
yesioBeueckuM Mepkam. Korga s 1yman o jKeHIMHE, TO BO MHE NPOCHINAI0Ch HE3HAKOMOE OIIly-
nieHue. MHe XOTeNI0Ch 3aKphIThCS C HEW B OJHOM KOMHATE, U30JIMPOBAaTh OT HAC OCTAJIBHOW MUD, U
OBITH TOJBKO ¢ HEeW. Ciymiarh €€, HIoXaTh €€ U CMOTPETh Ha He€. B3misiioM st Muascs mo e€ Teny ot
U3SIIHOTO U3ruda MIeu 10 OCHHOM TaJluy, ¥ ’KaTHO pacCMaTpUBa KX bl OyropoyeK, ¢ KOTOPBIM
cTankuBacs. 5 xoren cnenarb 15 He€ BCE, XOTeN CAeNaTh TaK, YTO Obl €if HUYEro He yrpoXkao, u
4yTO OBl OHA OCTaBajIach B IOCTPOECHHON MHOM KPENocTH, YTOOBI Bceraa Oblia cyacTiauBa. S xoTen
e€ yIBIOKH, BE/Ib 3TO OyJIeT 3HAKOM TOMY, UTO 5 TIOCTYIIAI0 MPaBMWIIbHO. [Ipy MBICIIAX 0 MaleHbKOU
JI€BOYKE MEHsI IOCENIaJI0 HEYTO NHOE, HO BCE TAKOE e HEU3BEIaHHOE.

E€ mHe Tak e X0Tenoch 00e301acHTh, 3alepeTh B KOMHATE U HE TIOKa3bIBAaTh HUKOMY B 9TOM
BpaxxaeOHOM Mupe. CTOMIIO MHE TIPE/ICTAaBUTh €€ CHapy»KH, OJHY, APOXKAIIYIO OT CTpaxa U B OKPY-
KEHUM XUIIHUKOB — MEHS CXBaThIBaJl 03HOO. S| yBHU/IEN, KaK OHAa CTOUT Ha KOJIEHKaX, KO MHE CIIH-
HOM, U BexuMnbIBaeT. «YT1o Thl, Mos AeBouka?! [Touemy Thl utadenis?!» S npbIrHy K HEil, moBep-
HYII K cebe, 1 Kpenko nprokain. OHa yCIoKOMIach.

B TeMHOTE CBepKaM ECATKH TJ1a3, M HAC HAYMHAIM 00CTynarh BOJKA. OHM MEJIEHHO BBIXO-
JIWIIN U3 TEHE!, TPpUOJINKASCh, U 5 3aX0TEJ Pa30rHaTh UX I'PO3HBIM PEBOM. Sl OTKPBIBAIO POT, HAIIPsI-
raro CBSI3K{, HO BMECTO ITPUBBIYHOTO phIUaHUs U3HYTPH BbUIETAET YenoBeueckuil kpuk. OH He Hec
B ce0e CHITy, HATOHSIOIYIO y’Kac Ha BCE )KUBOE, a HEC B ceOe cTpax, KOTOPbIii MOMEHTAIbHO OKYyTaJl
MeHs. Bonku nepermisiHynuch, U MUPOKO pa3UHYIIU M1acTH, 3aBbIB. BOH, cllycTd MrHOBEHHE, CTall
IpeBpallaTbcs B 0OPhIBKU YEJIOBEYECKOIO CMEXA, KOTOPBIN 3aTEM CTaJl )KYTKUM U JIEMOHUYECKUM.
Bonku cMesnnch AbsBOIBCKUMU FOJI0CAMM, U ISl BCIIBIXHYIA 00J1b10. B3ApOrHyB, st orcTpaHuics
OT JICBOYKH, U BMECTO MAJICHbKOW OJIOHMHKH YBHJIEN B3POCIyI0 AHHY, C TyObl KOTOpOH CTeKasia
KpoBb. OHa yKycHJIa MEHsL.

— «Xopou!» — noxyman lloH, BeipbIBas MeHsl U3 kommapa. — «Hy u Mpicnumiku y Teds»

Bcxkope s ynepcst B pxkaByto 1Bepb. OTKpBIB €€, 51 cAenal ar BHyTpb, U JIAJOHbIO MCKaJl
BBIKJIIOUaTeNb Ha cTeHe. [1IEnkHyB uM, U s IpUILypuiIcs, TOTOBSCH K yapy IO Ivia3aM, HO HUYEro
He npowusouuio. [lomenkas BeIKIItOYaTENEM Napy pas, s CAaJCs, U MOLIEN BAOIb CTEHBI.

— «YyTp nmanmplie MpoiaM, TaM HaiAenb MOJIKY, Ha Heil HeOoNbIoi GoHapuk. Y HAC TYyT
OBIBAIOT IPOOJIEMBI C DIEKTPUUECTBOMY, — TOCKINBO nogymMad Illon.

— «Yacro TbI TyT ObIBaellIb?» — MOIIOOONBITCTBOBA 5, IPOAOIIKAs 11araTh.

— «Her, He gacToy.

YTounsTh 1 HE cTan. He myuiuas, HaBepHOe, paboTeHKa — OBITH [JIE-TO JI0JITO, AAJEKO, IPU-
9YeM B OTPBIBE OT CBOECH ceMbH. MHE OBbUIH Yy>KIBI STH HETIPUATHOCTH, S HE HYXJAJICSA B paboTe
i Ou3Hece, MOTOMY 4YTO €1y M0oObIBall cebe cam. A BOT y Jtofieil BCE ObLIO YCTPOECHO COBCEM
no-apyromy. Eciu, — Oymydn 1pakoHOM, — st ICIIBITBIBA YYBCTBO TOJIO/IA, TO JIMOO JIETEN K CBOUM
OXOTHHUKaM 3a CBOEH joseit muimu, 1160 oxotwics caM. M 3To 3aHnMano HemMHoro Bpemenu. Ho
€CJIM YeJIOBEK ObLI TOJIOJHBIM, UTO HYXHO Aenarh emy? IIpaBuiibHO, Tak jk€ UITH Ha OXOTY, HO 3TO
ObL10 ObI IPAaBUIILHBIM IS HAC.

JIeHb — OITHO W3 CaMBIX CHJIBHBIX YEJIOBEYECKHX KAauyeCTB, U BMECTO TOTO, YTO ObI TOOBIBATH
€Iy CaMOCTOSITEIIbHO, B COBPEMEHHOM OOIIIECTBE YEIIOBEK 3a ey padboTaet. U yem ycepaHee OH 3To
JiesaeT, TeM Oosiblie enpl monydaeT. B uém cmbica? S He nonuman. Benp ecinu oXoTuThes caMo-
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CTOSITEJIBHO, MJIM B KOMAH/IE C KEM-TO, TO XpaHUJIUILA MO>KHO 3a0UTh J10 OTOJIKa 3a Mecall. Ho kax
OXOTHUTbCS ueoBeKy? Sl BUAEN UX OpyKue, BUJEIN, NPUOIU3UTENBHO, KaK OHU 3TO JIEJal0T, HO HE
ObL1 YBEpPEH, UTO CMOT'Y JIeJIaTh TakK *ke. /[pakoHOB npupoaa Ha1enuIa BCEM, YTO HYXKHO JUIs JIETKOM
OXOTBI U JOOBIYY IPOMUTAHUS — TOJICTON IIKYPOH, KPbUIbSIMH, OCTPBIMHU KJIBIKAMH, OTHEM, a JIFOIEH
yem? BooOpakeHreM, H300peTaTeIbHOCThIO, TATON K TEXHOJIOTMYECKOMY Pa3BUTHIO, HO K YeMY
oHo ux npuseno? K kpaxy, u BpaxkJie ¢ HaMu, a Be/lb €CJIM Obl OHU OCTYIHJINCh CBOUMU METOIAMHU,
¥ HAIIUTA JIPYTO# croco0 pa3BUBATHCS, HE MOTPEOUTENBCKUAN, TO BOBMOXKHO BCE OBUTO OBl MHAYeE.
Mou MbIciu MUaIuch Bc€ fanblie, U rryoske. CHauasa s IpeiCTaBiIsul IOSIBICHHUE YEI0BEKa, 3aTeM
nepes ra3aMy CTald BO3BOJUTHCS THICSUU BHICOTHBIX 3/1aHUM, KOTOPBIE 3aTEM Pa3pyIINIO MIaMsl.
JIromu mepecenmIrch oA 3eMITI0, M, PACCTENMB Ha JJIMHHBIX CTOJIAX Oelble CKaTepTH, 3a0Min ux
SIBCTBAMM JI0 OTKa3a. DTH MbICJIN 3aCTaBUIIU )KUBOT ypuaTh, U TOJIO]] CTaJl 3allOJIHATh pasyM €0,
COYHOM, IPO’KAPEHHOM, apOMATHOM. ..

— «Y Hac XOIOAUIILHUK 00BIYHO IO 3aBsA3KY» — 00panoBan meHs [llon. — «! em€ reneparop
aBapUMHbIN HaJ0 HAlTH... A To 0e3 cBeTa TsHKKO. DOHAPUK TOKE €CTh, TaM...»

JloOpaBmmch 10 UCKOMOTO MECTa, S B3SUI C TMOJKM HEOONBIIONW KapMaHHBIA (OHAPUK, H
BKJItOUMII ero. Jlyd cBera paspe3an TEMHOTY B OyHKepe. BmecTo okmuaaemMoro yrora CBET cTal
BBIXBaTBIBATh U3 TEMHOTHI Oecriopsiaok. CiiomaHHasi MeOelh, 3aTUThIE KPACKOW CTEHBI, U pa30UThIC
CTEeKJIIHHBIE paMKu ¢ (oTorpadusmMu ObUTM TIOBCIONY. BriepBbie cBET BMECTO PajioCTH MOAAPHII
MHE TPEBOTY U, IOX0XKe, TpeBora Obl1a He Moel. Minu moeit?

— «Kmnacc!» — pazozmuics Ilon. — «O6uecnu! Bor ckorer! Kak?! J[Beps ke 3axyamieHa
obuta! Emé u cnenst 3amenu! Bot sxex!»

Ho, k cuacTpro, HEMHOTO €116l 0cTanock. Haepmmuck, s npuii€r nocnarb, HO COH MPOJIIUIICS
HEJI0JITO.

51 oTKpbLI 1232, ¥ B HUX OyATO Necka Hackinanu. HenpusatHo ryaesna roiaosa, 1 MO3r iepedu-
pas coObITUS BUEPAILHETO AHSI, KOTOPHIX ObLIO HETIOMEPHO MHOTIO Il OTHOTO MaJIEHbKOTO YeJlo-
Beuka. bonenu kynaku, 6osena 4entocTh, U CaJHUIN YIIMObI. MBIIIIIBI 3aXJIECTHY/IA BOJIHA yCTa-
JIOCTH, ¥ pabOTaTh OHU COIVIAILIATIUCH TOJIBKO YEPE3 CHITY.

— «Bcragait», — norpedosan LlloH, cam mpu 3TOM He kenas nogHumarbes. — «Hano ectb,
coOupaThCs, U UATHY.

S mocaymancs ero. S Bctan u, HalIs aBapUUHBINA T€HEPATOP, 3aBEN €ro. 3a CBUCTOM CTap-
Tepa MOCJIe0BaJI0 ypuaHue ABUrareis. Thma crama 6exars 1ol HAaTUCKOM CBeTa, U 3a0uiach mox
MeOenb B BUIC TCHEH.

[IloH naBanm KOPOTKME MHCTPYKIUH, U 5 CIyLIAJICS, HAlAsl yBECUCTYI0 CyMKy. Tyna ofHa 3a
JPYTOM JIOXKWINCH HY>KHBIE Ul MOXO/Aa Bellu. MeIuKaMeHTbl, IPOBU3US, U CHAIbHbIE IPUHA-
nexxHoctd. K aBTomary npubaBuiics CKpOMHBIN HAOOp Opy:»KHsl: MUCTOJIET, Tapa 000iM K HEMY, U
OOJIBIION pacKIaIHON HOK. XPAHWIHIIE C €I0H, KaK U CJICOBATIO OKUAATh, TOXKE OOHECIIH, 0CTa-
BUB HECKOJIBKO CYXUX MalKoB. BCKpBIB UX, sl moenan )KeCTKOE MSICO M KAaMEHHbIE Kallli ¢ OTPOM-
HBIM HacllaXJIeHHEM, Oy/ITO 3TO OBUIH MEPBOKIACCHBIC JeMUKaTechl. [ 01011 O BpeMeHeM yTux, u
KO MHE CTaJIi BO3BpaIlaThcs Cuiibl. OCTaBUB CTOJ HE MPUOPAHHBIM, 5 B35JI BEIIU U HApPaBUIICS K
BbIxoAy. OmisieB Ha MPOLaHNE HE3HAKOMBIN OyHKEp, KOTOPBIN Ka3aJCsl MHE POJHBIM, S TOTYLIHII
cBeT. [logHUMAsICh, 51 XOTEI CIyCTUTHCS. MHE XOTeN0Ch, YTO ObI TaM BOLIAPHIICS TIOPSIIIOK, YTO OBI
HOJ3EMHYI0 TUILMHY Pa3BEsIN 3BYKHU MATKUX KEHCKHX TOJIOCKOB, M YTO ObI sl OKa3aJICsl B OKpYXKe-
HUU CBOEU CEMBH.

Beoliias, s moctapancs cXBaTUTh KaK MOXKHO OoJbllie KUCIIOpona, U m1yOoko Basixain. Ilo
JUCTHSIM OWJIM KaleabKU A0S, OCTYKasl BO3IYX, U BETEP MATKO [TOKAYUBaJ I€PEBbSI.

— «Kyna Mb1 HanpaBisieMcsi?» — cupocui s, mpuoodonpuBmuck. — «Ha 6a3y Kpuca?»

OueBunHo, uto Ha 6a3zy Kpuca. [nyno Obuio naxe crnpaimmbarh, Beb 3TO ObUIO SICHO IO
M300pakKeHNI0 KOMHATBI, KOTOpO€E BCIbIXHYJO0 B rosoBe. Cemblo lllona, ckopee Bcero, aepxaiu
TaM.
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— «/la, na 6a3y Kpuca», — oretun llon. — «/ npoty, 1aBaii HOTOPOIUMCS»

$1 moHMMAaJ ero CHemKy, ¥ OKaXHCh KeM-TO, BPOZAE HEro, Bei Obl ceds TOYHO TaK Ke, HO
HECTHCh TyJa CJIOMs ToyioBy Obuto Henb3s. I1IoH HUYero He jkenan cirymaTh, U ObLT TOTOB Opo-
CUTBCA Ha CTEHbI TPOSIHCKOW KPENOCTH B TPyCax ¢ JEPEBIHHOM Maikoil. BocriomuHaHus 3acTaB-
JSUTA OTHOCHUTBCS K TIOCTYITKaM 0oJiee 4yTKO, U KOT/a Mepe] MBICIICHHBIM B30POM CTAJId MasTYUTh
BOOPYKEHHBIE 110 3y00B comnnarsl Kpuca, st ocraHoBmics. LIloH Bckope ToKe YCITOKOHIICS |, BBIIEP-
»KaB HEOOJIBIIYIO MMay3y, 00paTUICS KO MHE.

— «Xopowo, J1a, CONIACEH», — NOLYMAJI OH, U MHE 3aXOTEJIOCh B3OXHYTh. — «Kak TbI ipen-
Jaraelb 3T0 CAEIaTb?»

— «He 3Hat0, MHE HYXHO MTOgyMaTh HEMHOTO. U 51 Obl BCE-Taku XOTeJ 3aIVISIHYTh B OyHKEp
AHHBI, 110 ITyTH 51 KaK pa3 00JyMato IaaH».

— «Xopouo. Tonpko 3aueM Tede Tyaa? YTo Thl XOUelb TaM HaWTU?»

3auem MHe Tyma? Xopomwii Bompoc. S apyXKui ¢ 4eIOBEKOM IOJIOBHHY CO3HATEIHHOU
YKU3HU, 5 OT/1aBaj YEJIOBEKY YLy, U CEPJLE, a UTO B UTOTre czenan yenosek? [Imonyn B nuio, pac-
TOINTAJI CEPALE, U CTEP K YEPTOBOM MATEPH BCIO )KU3Hb, YaCTh U3 KOTOPOH s eMy oTaai. HasepHoe,
[on, s xouy HaliTH TaM oTBeTHl. [louemy oHa npenana mena? Ilouemy npeBparuia MO KHU3Hb
B kommap? [louemy BBIIBBIPHYIA U3 COOCTBEHHOTO Tela, M TEIeph 3aCTaBISACT JEIUTh C TOOOU
onuH mo3r, [llon? Tebe He kaxkeTcs, 4To 3TO ciumkoM? J[Ba co3HaHust B onHOM rojoBe? S xouy
3HaTh, I0YEMY OHA HA JTO MOLLIA.

— «OtBetsl LLIoH, OTBETHI 51 XOUy», — MOAYMAJI 51, XOTS MY, IIOXOXKE, U TaK ObLIO SICHO, YTO
MHE HYXHO. — «HaM B 11000M ciTydae Hy>KHO B OJJHO U TO YK€ MECTO, ¥ TyMal0, YTO IO Iy TH BIIOJHE
MOYKHO 3aCKOUUTh K POAUTEISIM AHHBI»

— «Mp1 Beaium cebst!» — Iloropui 1llon To, uTO yKe cka3an no nyTH crona. — «Ham Henb3s
TaM CBETUTHCS ! »

— «Ilouemy?»

— «/la moroMy, yTO Bech 3TOT peruoH nox 6okoM y Kpuca, u eciau Mbl BEICyHEMCS, HAaC cla-
nyT», — nanndyecku gyman Lon, u 1 omyTus apoxs B Tene. — «TyT Bce noguunstores emy! 3to
ero TeppurTopus!»

— «Cymnep, HO MbI k€ He OyzieM CBETUTh JIMLoM?! YV Hac ecTby», — s 10CTal U3 CyMKU IIPOTH-
BOTa3, U HaTsAHYJ ero Ha juno. — «Bot! Kak onun y3natot 1e6s1?»

— «Tak MOXXHO, HO KaKoil cMbIcH B 3ToM? Bpemenu y Hac B 06pe3, [ pun!»

OH Ob11 IpaB. MHE 0YEHB XOTEIOCH Y3HATH MPABLY, 51 0€3yMHO XOTEJN Pa300parbes, IouemMy
AnHa npenana mensa. Ho umenace u apyras npuunsa. Cembs 1llona, u Moii oren, KOTOpbIil MOT
CTaTh KEPTBOM BCIIBIXHYBLIEH BONHBI, Kak cTaj DperaaH. Bcex ux HyXHO ObLIO BBITACKUBATb.

S noHsu1, 4TO MHE HY’KHA ObliIa oaaepkka. B onuHouky npotuBoctosTs Kpucy u neirarscs
OCTaHOBUTH BOIHY, 3TO KaK C BBITSHYTHIMH PYKaMH HECTUCh Ha TaHK. 3HAYUT, HY’KHO 3apy4UThCS
100 TTOAEPIKKOH JItoIeH, THO0 MOIePIKKOM OOIIMHBI, a JTydIle. .. BApyT s mpeacTaBui COBMECT-
HBIN [TOXO/1 IPAKOHOB U JI0/Iel. YBEpPEH, UTO €CTh U IPOTUBHUKHU BOIHBI, TaK IoYeMy Obl HE cOOpaTh
UX 0]l OJTHUM 3HAMEHEM?

— «Xopomwmii xon mbeicielt, [ pun» — nmogyman lloH, u cTan anmiagupoBars B MOEM BOOOpa-
weHuU. — «[1nan 6nectsmuii. TosbKo Kak Thl MONAAEIIb K JPaKoOHaM B TakoM Bue? Thl BUJEIN, UTO
OHHU BBITBOPSIOT TENEPh?»

— «Bupen, u y MeHs ecTb MbICIIb. HaM HyXeH ApakoH».

51 He cTan HUYero pa3bsICHATD, U HaIIpaBWICS K OyHKepy AHHBI. Sl BCIOMMHAJ BUICHUE, I11€
sl MaJlajl Co CKaJIbl, U 10 MEHS KO€-4TO CTal0 J0XOAuTh. OueHb ObLIO MOXO0XKE Ha TO, YTO 5 BUJEIN
MUD TJIa3aMHU JIpaKOHa, Ha KOTOPOTO Harajl Jpyroi ApakoH mepesn oOpbIBOM, Ha BBIXOJE U3 0a3bl.
Ecnu 310 TaK, 3Ha4UT, MOXKHO MTOTIPOOOBATH MMOBTOPUTH ATO. Sl CMOTY BCEIMTHCS B KOTO-HHOY/Ib U3
npakonoB Kpuca, codpars 0osbie nHpopMauu, MPOHUKHYTH B OOIIWHY U TIOTOBOPHUTH C OTIIOM.
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B cepaue cinoBHO BCHBIXHYNI OTOHEK M MOSIBWIACh Haaexknda. S modexan, MoAroHseMbli
NOSIBUBIIHMMCS IIJIAHOM, U HAaKOHEL-TO CMOT BBIMTH U3 cTynopa. MHe 4To-TO ObUIO M3BECTHO, U
BO3HUKJIM JJOTAJKU O TOM, KAKUM 00pa3oM AeicTBOBaTh Aaliblie. B cloKuBLIMIICS CUTyaluu Jaxe
IUTaH, KOTOPBI CKPOMHO HallOMUHAET IUIaH, ObUI 4YEM-TO cacuTeabHbIM. OcTalcs TONBKO OMH
BONPOC, KPYTUBILIUICS B rOJIOBE: KAKUM 00pa3oM HAWTH JpPaKoHa, J1a €LIe U TaKoro, 4YTo Obl 3TO
ob11 1pakoH Kpuca?

— «Tbl ToBOpHUI, YTO €ciu MBI MOKAEM K poauTensiM AHHBI, TO OHU BblIanyT Hac Kpucy,
tak?» — Cnpocui 51 y lllona.

— «Tax», — orBernn IlloH, ssBHO OxuBUBIIKCE. [Ioxoke, Apyr Apyra Mbl IOHSIU C IIOTY-
MBICITH. — «B KakjoM OyHKepe 3TOro Jieca ecTh Mepenaroiire yCTpoicTBa. Y KOTro paaroCTaHIIHs,
y KOT0, TOBOPAT, Teserpadsl ects. B 001iem, cpencTs cBsa3u xBaraet. J[ymaro, y poaureneii e€ Toxe
€CThb»

— «Ilonsn mpo uto s1?7» — OcBegoMuIICH 51, CITyCKasiCh C KPyTOTO XOJIMa.

— «He coBcem», — mpusnaincs Llon.

— «Ham nyxeH npaxos, npaBuinbHO? Hy, €ro Hy’XHO Kak-To 3aMaHUTh. [Ipuuem, He aObl
KaKoro, a MMeHHO JpakoHa Kpuca. OObIYHBIIN IpakoH JOBEPUS HE BBI3OBET, [IOTOMY UTO TaM cpasy,
0 B3MJISLLy ONPENENIUTh MOXKHO, Kpuca 310 uiu HeT» — ckasai s, TyT e BCIIOMHUB IyCThIE IV1a3a
NOopaOOUIEHHBIX JPAKOHOB, TOMSIIMXCS B KieTkax. Jlymato, I1loH To)xe 0TYETIMBO BUIEIN ATY Kap-
TUHKY. — «HaM HyxHO cBs3aTbes ¢ Kpucowm, u cka3aThb, 4To TeOs HAllUIM, B CONPOBOXACHUH, U CKa-
3aTh, YTO TYT 0€3 IpakoHa He 000MTHCH. BOT Kak TOJIBKO 3TO MPEBPATUTH B MPABIIBHBIN 3aIPOCH»

S 3agymaincs. Mue ckazarh B UX MITad, 4YTO, MOJI, MAPHU, S TOYHO MOCUYUTAN, YTO BOT TYT
JPaKOH HY€EH, HE HYJIb, HE /1Ba, @ UMEHHO 0J1uH? Jlymato, Tak BpsiJ| JIU BBIAAET, U HY>KHO IOAYMAaTbh,
KaK [IPOBEPHYTH ONEpalnio Oe3 JIUIIHEN roJI0BHOM 00JH.

— «Munb, — npegnoxui 1o, u s1 BCkuHyn OpoBH.

— «B xakom cmbIcie?»

— «41 xopo1uo 3Hato Kpuca. Y Hero HemaneHnbkasi apmusi, U €€ Haj1o KOpMUTh. Uto OBl OTIIpa-
BUTB JIIOJIEH B MOXO/I, HY’KHO BBIJENATDH €y, IOTOMY, MOXKHO CKa3aTh, YTO MOE I1CEBOCOIIPOBOX-
JIeH1e 0OCTaBUIIO MOJCTYIIbI K OyHKEpY MUHAMU, U UTO NelIne He npoiayT. Ho Bparos TyT Ha onuH
OTpsil aBTOMAaT4YUKOB, U TyMato, XBaTUT OJHOTO APAKOHa»

A Benb JenbHask MBICTb. MUHBI HY’)KHO 00€3BPEKMBATh, a JUIsl TOTO HAJ0 JINOO BBIACTATH
KaKUX-HUOY/b CTIEIIUAIbHBIX JIFOJEH, IN00 KaKy0-HHOYIb TEXHUKY. J[pakoH ke, OIiepaTuBHO MO/~
JIETUT, OTIEPATUBHO CSJIET, ONIEPATHBHO BCKPOET JIBEPb M CMOXKET BbDKeub OyHKep. Jla, Tak Obu10
noruyHee Bcero. Bo Besikom cimyuae, B OyHkepe MbI ¢ [LloHOM cuieTs TOUHO HE OyJeM |, YBUICB
BCE CHapy’KH, CMO>KEM BHECTH B IUIaH UCIPABICHUSI.
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naBa 6

Bckope u3-3a 1epeBbeB Mmoka3ascs BXOA B MCKOMBIHM OyHKep, TOPYaBIINN U3 3eMIH OETOHHON
KopoOKoii. JIni HeGonbIoi oKUK, S 3HAM, YTO JIeC KHILEeN CoiaTaMu, OeTyIIUMU ¢ 0a3bl, U YTO
B JII000M MOMEHT MO>KHO HATKHYTBHCS Ha CTalo IpakoHOB. [1opoii MbI CTaKMBAIUCh C HEOOIBIIUMU
NaTpyisiMH, U IPSTAIUCH, TOKUASICh, IOKA OHU HE TPOMIYT.

VYBUEB BXOJ, S YIBIOHYICS, CJIOBHO BCTPETHUII CTAPOTO APYTa, U 3TO 3aCTABUJIO MEHS HATH
obicTpee. OH ObLI 3aKPBIT, U ONPEACIUTH [0 BHEIIIHUM MTPU3HAKaM, ObLT JIK KTO I0Ma, OBLJIO 3aTpy/-
HUTeNnbHO. [logoiis, s mombITancs OTKPBITH IBEPh, HO OHA YIIPSIMO OCTaBajlach Ha MecTe. Biienus-
[IMCh PyKaMH B BEHTWJIb, 51 CTaJ KPYTUTh €0, U OH, CO CKPHUIIOM, ToAaancs. KpyTuTs ¢ KakapiM
000pOoTOM OBLITO BCE NIerue, U OT MBIIII] OTCTYNANI0 HanpsbkeHue. B rpyau BApyT 3arieMusio, 1 MHE
CTaJo CTHIAHO. BriepBbie 51 3aX01MI K KOMY-TO JOMO# 0e3 mpoca, U HapyIiaj npaBuia.

Kak crapuku orpearupyort, korga ysuaar mens? O6paayrorcs iy, yro npuien 6oen Kpuca,
WIM MOXET, JOCTaHyT CTBOJIBI M3-3a Ma3yXW U HAYHYT B MEHs NaiuTh? BapuaHTOB, KOHEYHO,
OBLIIO HEMHOTO, U IPUKUHYTH BEPOSTHOCTh peau3allui Kaxa0ro HeciaokHo. Ho MHe mouemy-To
B TOJIOBY JIe371a HaBsI3YMBAasi MBICIIb O TOM, YTO HMYETrO XOPOIllero He Oy/eT, U aBTOMAT, BUCEBILUN
Ha IIee, YBEPEHHOCTH HE MpHUIaBall.

3aKOHYMB JABUTaTh PyKaMH, s CHOBA MOTSHYI JBEPh, U B ATOT pa3 OHAa OTKpbUIack. BHYTph
CTalM TMOMNaJAaTh KamelbKH JOXKISA, U MPOHUK TYCKIbIM THEBHOH CBET, C TPYAOM BBIXBaThIBas
U3 TEMHOTHI JIECTHHILY. S yChbIIan TIyXxue OTTOJI0CKH PaAHONpPUEMHUKA, U MOHSI, YTO MHE HE
noBe3710. Me4Thl O TOM, 4TO JIOMa HUKOTO He Oy/leT — UCUE3IIH.

B maneHnpkoM ABEpHOM MpoeMe, BHUY, 5 BUAEIT IPUXOKYIO, OCBEIICHHYIO0 KOMHATHBIMU JIAM-
namu. Sl caenan mar, ¥ CTUX paguoNpUEMHHK, S CeNial BTOPOH 1Iar, ¥ MPUXO0KYI0 CXBAaTHUIIA TEM-
HOTa. S moyeMy-To MCIyralcs Tak, YTO KpPOBb 3aCThliIa B Kuiax. S Geran oT ApakoHOB, Oerai oT
BOOPYKEHHBIX JIIOfIeH, Oera oT CyIliecTB, KOTOpble ObUTM MOIIIHEE U TPO3HEE JIBYX XHIIbIX CTapU-
KOB, U HUKOT/a Tak He 6osincs. Ho uto u3menunocs reneps?

Koro 065l st HEe BCTpeTHII BHU3Y, 3TO S UAY K HUM, & HE OHU UIYT 32 MHOU, U IOTOMY JIJIsl MEHS
3TO HOBO U CTPAIIHO. YTO OHU AETAIOT C IIOJbMU, KOTOpBIE 0e3 Ipoca K HuM 3axonat? [pyxar, uiu
ctpenstor? [la g maxke MpennosoKuTh HE MOT, IIOTOMY YTO C TaKUM HUKOTHAA He cTankuBauca. C
TPYZIOM NIEPECTABIISAS HOTH, 5 IIarall 0 METAJJIMYeCKUM CTYTEeHbKaM, 1 BCMaTpUBAJICSl B TEMHOTY,
HA/IeSICh XOTh YTO-TO TaM YBH/IETb.

— Croi, k1o nnér?! — Yenemmain . — Tel kT0?!

PaznaBmiicst crapueckuii roinoc CIOBHO MPUTBO3IWI MEHSI K MECTY, U S HE MOT IOIlIeBe-
JUTHCS, BAPYT OHEMEB.

— CBou! — KpukHyn s nepBoe, 4To Npuuuio B rojaosy. — Ceou!

— Kakue cBou?! S Hukakux cBoux He xkaaji! — HegoBonbHO oTBeTHI Tosoc. — [lomien mpous!
3to moit nom! Nnu yobio!

— S ot Kpuca! 5 6oeu Kpuca, Bo1 uto, He Buaute?! — [lepeTsiHyB aBTOMAT Ha CIIUHY, S BBITSI-
HyJ pyk# Brepea. — OH MeHs K BaM OTIIpaBu!

— A crydats Te0s He yunny, a?! boer Kpuca!

Sl HMYero He OTBETUJ, U Tosoc cTHX. YTo MHe nenars? Sl OT BbIXOJa HEJANEKO, U MOXKHO
06110 OpoOoBaTh yoexkarb, HO MHE Ka3allOCh, UTO CTOUT JCPHYTHCS U CTAPUK MPOABIPSIBUT MHE
cnuHy. K HeMy Ha pora Toke He Moje3ellb, Aaxe Iara He caenarb. OnaTh ke, MOXKeT YOUTb.
Bekunyth aBTomar? Jlate ouepens B TemHoTy? Hamo mompo6oBars. Tak, MHe KaxKeTcsi, IIAaHCOB
ropasao OoJibIIIe.

— «IIpaBunbHOY», — mogHauyuBai LlloH. — «3anoMuu. CHUMAaEIIb ¢ TPEIOXPAHUTEINS, U JHIIb
3aTeM JaBHIIb Ha CIyCK, MOHsN? TonbKo moa HOTH He mayu cede!»
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Kakoit npenoxpanutens?! I'ne on?! Ha ckonbko neneHuil BHU3 omyckaTh, win Beepx?! Kax
Jepxarb cTBoil, Kyaa nenutbesi?! Kakas ornaua?! Uépt! Iloxoxe, Lllon ymen crpendrs Juilb B
TEOPHH, HHAYE, TEJIO caMo OBl aBayo Mmojacka3ku. S coOpancs MoTsHyThCS 32 OpyKueMm. BHU3y
B/PYT BCIIBIXHYJI CBET, M 51 B3JIPOTHYJ OT MPOOEKABILIEH 1O TEIy BOJHBI OOJICTYSHHS, TyBCTBYS,
YTO CTPEJATh HE MPUAETCA.

— 3axonu, 6oen Kpuca! — Bypknyn crapuk. — B crnenyromnuii pa3 myiio B 3aJHHUILY CXJIOMO-
Yenb!

— Jla, koHeuHO, n3BMHATE! — BBIIAaBUI 1 U3 ce0s1, ¥ MOCIIEHII BHU3, OyITO coOpasics BCTpe-
TUTHCS € COOCTBEHHBIM IeAyIIKONH. CTpaHHO. .. sl 0’1l COBCEM JAPYTOro OTHOIIEHHUS K YEJIOBEKY,
KOTOPBIN CHauaia rpo3uscs Te0s yOUTb, a 3aTEM OCTAaBUJI B JKUBbIX.

[IpeononeB npuX0XKyo, 51 NONAJ B TUIIMYHBINA CTAPUKOBCKUI 3aKyTOK CO CTapOM MOTpENaH-
HOM MeOenblo U KHWKHBIMU HiKadaMu. Heconbko MycThIX ABEPHBIX MPOEMOB BEJIM B COCEIHUE
noMenieHus. S ObU1 c1a0d B YEIOBEYECKUX BKYCaX U OCOOCHHOCTSIX MHTEPhEpa, HO ATO JKUJIMILE
BIIOJTHE MO’KHO OBLIO Ha3BaTh YIOTHBIM. Pa3miisizieB HECKONBKO A€Tajei, s 4yTh HE CXBAaTHIICS 32
cepaue. Han cromom, KOTOpBI cTall 1€KaKkoM JJ1sl yBECUCTOTrO ApoOOBUKA U Ky4uH Oymar, BUCENIN
nerckue ¢pororpaduu AHHBL, MPUOUTHIE K cTeHe. MHe mpuBHUaeics o0pa3 AHHBI U3 KOIIMapa, rie
OHAa YKyCHJIa MEHS.

—Yro 11 X0TEN, O0€1 Kprca? — Cipocun aemyIika, u si, HAKOHEI, CMOT PacCCMOTPEThH €ro.

Jla, 3170 OBLT TOT CaMBblil CTAPUK, KOTOPOTO s TAHYJ JI0 3TOr0 OyHKEpa Ha CIIUHE, U S XOPOIIO
3alIOMHMJI €T0 JIMIO UCKaKEHHOEe cTpaxoM. OH Oosics MeHs, Koraa s OblI IPakOHOM, a TeNephb
sl 9YyBCTBYIO c€0s1 HUYTOKECTBOM I10 CPAaBHEHUIO C HUM, BEJb KOIJla OH cOOMpalics CTPENATh, TO
cTpamHo O0bu10 MHE. UTto 4 xoten? [louyBcTBOBaB, Kak 1o ClMHE OEryT MypallKu, S pacTepsuics
B BapUaHTaX OTBETOB. «YNHUTh CAHTEXHUKY... yOUBAaTh TAPAKAHOB. .. JIIOEH. .. COKUTaTh KHUTH. ..
OXPAHSATH JIOM. .. BBICJIEKHUBATh BPAroB...» — B TOJIOBE HECCS Psi/i MBICIEH, U HE OBLIO OTBETA, KOTO-
PBIii OBLT aIEKBaTHBIM XOTS OBl CaMyI0 MaJIOCTh. A YTO OH MHE cJiesiaeT? Y MEHs aBTOMaT, OH CTap,
OH MIYILJI, OH HEMOIIICH, 51 €r0 OJHOW JICBOU, WM OogHOU mysei. Jla koro s oomanbiBaro?! 11loH,
noyemy Thl 3aTkHyics?! Kak o cTpensbe, Tak yMHUYaTh, a KaK MOJICKA3aTh CJIOBA, TAK MOJIYOK?!

— «Memns npucnan Kpuc amns Bameid oxpanbsl. COexan ormacHbIi 3aKIIOYCHHBIN, © HAM TIOPY-
YWJIK Bally 0€30MacHOCTbY, — mojckasai [1IoH, u s HOBTOPMII 3TO BCIYX, CJIOBO B CIIOBO.

— Komy — nam? boen Kpuca, To1 5xe TyT ogus. — CTapuk NpunogHsi OpoBb, 1 OH CMOTpE
Ha MEHsI TO JIM KaK Ha c1ab0yMHOT0, TO JIM KaK Ha Icuxa.

— OcTasibHbIE CHApYXH, OLIEIUISAIOT IEPUMETP, — IApUPOBAI .

— Bor xak? C uero 3to Kpucy npucbuiats Ha Hallly oXpaHy Ledblid oTpsa? Mel cBoto paboTy
yxe naBHo craenanu! — Ckaszan cTapuk ¢ TOCKOM, M MaxHyJ JIaJoHbl0. — YepT ¢ Bamu, gocTanu!
JlemnaiiTe 4TO XOTHUTE.

CXBaTHB KHUTY, CTapUK C 00JIETYEHUEM YCEJICs B MATKOE KPECII0, ¥ pUHsics uuTath. «IIpu-
kimoueHuss Kanurana BpyHrens» — pa3misiaen s, M 3a HUIM CJI€A0BajJIM MOTPENAaHHbIE BPEMEHEM
OyKBbI, KOTOPO€ HE OBLIIO OTYETIMBO BUJHO. S BCTall HCTyKaHOM, U Jienall BUJ 4To... OXpaHsito.
Bckope u3 coceaneil KOMHAThI, IO MOTOJIKY, IPEOJOENBask ABEPHYIO paMy, nonoi3 nap. Crapuk
3aKaluIsuICs.

— Mapx! bonsiuka Tel 5nakas! Yrto onsith cnianuia?!

— Huuero, noporoii, uuyero! Otapixaid!

51 He uyBCTBOBAJI 3aMaxoOB M3-3a MPOTHUBOIa3a, HO CyAs IO JIUIy CTapuKa, MaxJjo CKBEPHO.
Cnenom 3a mapoM B KOMHATy BbIILIA MOKKJIAs, HO DHEPrUYHAsl HAa BUJ| KEHILMHA, U, [1OIEJIOBaB
B IIIEKY CTapuKa, NOJOILIA KO MHE.

— A BBI KTO TaKOMH, MOJIOAOH YEIOBEK?

WNHTepecHo, Kak OHA MOHUIA, YTO sI MOJIOZIOM, €CIIU JIULO CKPBITO 32 IPOTUBOra3oM?

— 51, 3T0... — MHE 3aXO0TE€JI0Ch MoYecaTh 3aThlIOK. — OXpaHsITh MPUILIET Bac.

— Bor kak? Kpuc Ham naxe nuunyto oxpany Belaenui! C dyero 3to on?
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— A oH He ngomkeH 6b11? — [Tomo0onbITCTBOBA 51, BKIIOUMB Aypayka. B KoHIle KOHIIOB, BpsL
mu Kpuc Oynet nocBsauiath HCIIOJHUTENEH B CBOU IUIAHBI.

— Her. [locne Toro xax AHHa ymia co CBOUM... — 0aOyIika BIPYT MPOIVIOTHIIA CIIOBA, U
BBIZICPKaB HEOOJIBIIYIO TIay3y, IPOoAOKIIa. — [pyrom.

— Ilouemy?

— Xotute yaw? — CMeHuIa OHa TeMY, U HallpaBUiachk Ha KyxHio. — Ceituac npunecy!

— Ho s He... — cka3aun 51, 000pBaBIINCH Ha MoTycioBe. balymika yiia Ha KyXHIO.

— Omna 3a0yner, — ycMexHyJcs crapuk. — [Tociie yxona AHHBI OHa Be€ crasna 3a0biBaTh. [ ope,
CBIHOK, Tope. Mbl BoOO11Ie yAuBHINCH, 4T0 Kprc o Hac He 3a0bu1 BOBCE. .. OH...

OTtopBaB B3I OT KHUIM, CTApUK ONACIMBO HAa MEHS B3IJIAHYJ, U B €r0 IVIa3ax s yBUJAEI
ctpax. He 3Hato mouemy, HO OH Oosuicad MpoAOIKUTE. Koraa s CTOJIKHYJICS ¢ HUM B3MISAZO0M, OH
OTBEJI V1434, IBHO YEro-TO MCITYTaBIINCh.

—Yrto oH? — OCTOPO’KHO CIIPOCHIT 5.

— Huuero-Huuero, — cTapuk 1nokaydaji rojioBoi.

A BeIpyraiics npo ce0s. lcTouHnK MH(pOpMAaIK 3aXJI0MHYICS, €1Ba MPUOTKPBIBIINCE. EMYy,
MIOXO0XeE, MTOKA3aJI0Ch, YTO MHE MOXKHO JIOBEPSTh, HO (hopMa, Ha/ieTasi Ha MHE, JINIIIA MEHS BCS-
KOTO JIOBEpUS C €ro CTOPOHBI. «JIasHO, HE cTaHy K€ s ero JonpamuBarb». K ToMy ke, MOXKET OH
IIPOCTO MEHSI UCHBITHIBAJ, OTKY/Ia MHE OBLJIO 3HAaTh, UTO 3TO HE Tak? B KOHIIe-KOHIIOB, OH KakK-TO
cBs3aH ¢ Kpucom, u s He yBepeH, 4To 3Ta cBs3b Obuia Tuioxod. OHM Beb emie KuBHI. balymika
JEHCTBUTENBHO HE BEPHYJIACh, U OCTaBAJIOCh HA KyxHe. CTapuk 0e3 ycTanu npoaoKal YNTaTh, U
HU pa3y HE OTPbIBAJICA OT KHUTH, CIOBHO IBITASICh MIPEICTABUTh, YTO MEHS TYT HET.

— «Yro nenarp?» — PacTepsaBiInCh, NOAyMa .

— «YTo genark... Ham panus HykHa, Kak U IJIaHUpOBaiH, WiK tenerpad... Crnpocu, kak oH
cBasbIBajICs ¢ Kpucom»

— U3BuHUTE, — HAuan 5. — A Kak BbI CBA3BIBAIMCH ¢ Kpucom wmm mradbom? S sto... Pammro
3a0bL1, a HaBEpXy BCE pa30penIuch MoKa... A JOKJIaJ CPOYHO HAAO ACNaTh.

Crapuk oTopBaj 03aJjaue€HHbIN B3I OT KHUTH, U Ja’Ke HE IOCMOTPEB HA MEHsI, IOMYAJICs
B JPYTyI0 KOMHary. Sl mocienoBal 3a HUM, HaJesICh, YTO TaM KJIET UMEHHO TO, YTO Hy»Ho. Korna
sI BOILIEJI, TO CPa3y BCIIOMHUJI KOMHATBI JIJIS1 CBSI3U U3 CTApbIX BOGHHBIX (PMIIBMOB. DTa Obljla TOYHO
Takas xe. CToJ OKpy’Kaju roJible OETOHHBIE CTEHbI, @ HA HEM, KPacysiCh, CTOSUI YBECUCTBIN TeJe-
rpa¢. Ctapuk BO3WJICS OKOJIO HETO, M NMEPUOJMYECKU 3aTNISABIBAT B OTKPBITYIO KPBIIIKY, C YeM-
TO BO3SICh.

— Yo BBl AenaeTe? — HE yAepKaJcs 1, BOCXULIECHHbIA HE3HAKOMBIMU AeHcTBUAMU. — YuHUTE?

— Ceituac, — ormMaxHyscs ctapuk. — [Togoxam.

S1 KuBHYII U, cllenaB 1ar Ha3ajl, yTKHYJICS CIIMHOM BO YTO-TO TBepAoe. Pa3nancs menyok, ot
KOTOpPOTO UCIYTaHHO CXaJoCh CEpILE.

—Yro, 3a cnaboyMHBIX epxkute? — S ycaplian 3HaKOMbIH T0JI0C CTapyLIKH, HO Ha ATOT pa3
371011, MOBBILIECHHBIN, ¥ IPONUTAHHBIN KI'y4el HEHABUCTBIO. — AHEUKY B pacxo]l IyCTUIIH, TENEPhb
JIyMaeTe Hac co cBeTy cBectu? Her yx, mo mupy Mbl He noiaem, sacHo? Emie nBectu JieT KuTh
oynem! Pyku nomaumu!

[Homuunssice rpo3HOMY OapUTOHY, S MOAHSUI PYKH, U B ropie nepecoxio. CTapuk cMoTpen
Ha MEHs C JOBOJIBHOM YXMBUIKOH, MOJIOKUB JIAJOHb HA Tenerpad, u mpousHec.

— Hy uto, oxpannuuek. Cpa3y yOpaTh Hac yma He XxBaTwiio? Jlyman Tuxo Bc€ clienarp, 4ro-
Ob1 MbI He 3ano703puian? ConpoTuBieHus He oka3anu? ['a3, HaBepHOe, XOTEIU HAITyCTUTD!

— Jla s He... — cTan 1 MAMJIUTb, HO THIYOK B CIIUHY TYT € MEHS YCIIOKOMJI.

— Teneps ThI Oy/elLIb 3aJI0)KHUKOM y Hac, OoHsu1? Y moka Mbl He yiiieM, HUKTO Hac He TPOHET!

Kak xe ato Obuto auxo! MeHs, BCIO ’KM3Hb JIOBUBILIETO ONACIMBBIE B3IVISIBI OYTH BCEX
YKUBBIX CYILIECTB, B3sUIM B IUIEH J1Ba cTapuka. OHU 00BenM MeHs BOKpYT najibla. Cep/aie KonoTH-
JIOCh CUJIBHO, CIIOBHO COOMpaJIOCh CIIOMaTh pedpa, crajio oueHb cTpauHo. lo Teny 3actpyuics
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TIOT, ¥ 5 OIILY THJI €051 CaMbIM O€CITONIE3HBIM U OECIIOMOIIHBIM CO3IaHEM Ha cBeTe. MeHs B3sUIH. . .
WNnm ve mens B3sutw B twieH? Touro ske! OHM BUIAT ceifyac He MEHS, OHHM BHIIAT 1epe1 co0oit 3110-
nest, 3mooHoro connara Kpuca, «boery Kprcay — ymoBHII s1 MBICIIEHHBIM CITYXOM KJTHIIIE, KOTOPBIM
00o03Hauwn cebst mepen crapukoM. OHH e He 3HAIOT MeHs, HacTosimero! Jlooporo u 6e30011HOTO
npaxoHa ['prHaiaHa, KOTOPBIN BRITALIWI UX U3 KUIIALIETO0 XUIITHUKAMU FOPO/a.

— Cornacen! /laBaiite s Oyny BamuM 3ajoXKHUKOM! — S KMBHYJ, M CTapUK{ ONELLWIIH.
[Toxoxe, OHM OXKHMJAIH CONPOTUBIIEHMSI, XOTS Obl CIIOBECHOIO, OKUAAIN YIPO3 U MpEepeKaHuil. —
Byny xoTb KeM, TOJBKO AJIs Hayaja BbICIYIIaTe MEHs, XOpouo?

S noTsHyNCA K PEMHIO, HA KOTOPOM JEp KaJiCsd aBTOMAT, U €33y MOCIBIIIAJICS OpY>KEHBIN
JISI3T.

— $1 cHATBH ero, BBl HE OOUTECH, sl €T0 MPOCTO pacciadiio, a BBl CHUMUTE. ..

PaccrnabuB pemens, s 1o’Kaancs, moka 6adymika CHUMET ¢ MeHs aBToMaT. OHa BEpHyJach Ha
MECTO, U CTapUK KUBHYJ €i, BUAUMO, JaBas KAKOM-TO CUTHAJ. boib MpOH3MIIA 3aThUIOK, B IJIa3ax
IOTEMHEJO0, HO O/IHOTO Yy/lapa 0Ka3aJIoCh HEA0CTATOYHO. BTOPBIM y1apoM MEHS JIMILIUIA CO3HAHUS.

S cablman, Kak co CKpUIIOM YTO-TO KauajoCh, M CKBO3b 3aKPbIThIE BEKH IBITAJICSA IPOOUTHCS
CBET.

— Urto ¢ HuM nenarb? — bacuit rooc crapuka, KOTOPBIH, Ka3al0Ch, MPEXK/IE YeM MOMAaCTh B
YIIH POXOJMUII YePE3 TOJICTHIM CJION BaThl.

— He 3naro. Bo Bcskom ciydae, moka oH 371€Ch, Y HaC OOJIbIIIE MAHCOB OCTAThCS B KUBBIX,
yem 6e3 Hero. — OTBeTmiia 6ady1ika.

—Io..a..i1..e... — 5 nmonbITancs BeIAaBUTH U3 ceds «llociymaiite», HO KaXKI0€ CI0BO JaBa-
JIOCh C JUKHUM TPYAOM, ¥ BBITOBOPUTH YTO-TO CTOMJIO HEUMOBEPHBIX ycwini. — [locaoymaiire. .. —
[ToBTOpHI 51 GONIEE yBEPEHHO, HE OTKPBIBASI IV1a3.

l'onosa rynena. B Hell c7TIOBHO FOHSJIN J€CATOK MIAPUKOB JIsl TUHT-IIOHTa, ¥ BCE OHU OMIINCH
0 CTEHKH MOET0 Ueperna, My Tasi MbICJIH, U UICKaXKast BOCIIPUATHE. BOsICh OTKPBITH V123, 5 IOMBITAJICS
IPUTIOAHSATH TOJIOBY, HO TYT K€ YPOHIJI TIOA0OPOAOK Ha IPy/b.

— Hukro 1e0s TyT cinymats He Oyaer! — HenoBonbHO Havyana crapyuika, SBHO HE 3aKOHUUB
npeioKeHue, Oyaro e€ KTo-To rnpepsall.

—Yro THI X0OTEN CcKa3aTh? — [10F0OOMBITCTBOBAN CTAPHK.

Hagepnoe, mHe noBesino. S He 3HaI, 4TO MPOOYANIIO B CTapUKE JIFOOOMBITCTBO. BposkneHHas
JIM 3TO 4YepTa, WK BbIpA0OTaHHAs YTEHUEM TAra K 3HAHUSIM — €10 BOIPOC CTAJI IIAHCOM CIACTHUCh.
«Cnacu6o tebe, Kanmutan Bpynrenb» — nogyman .

— Sl me 6oen Kpuca. .. — ¢ Kaxk 101 CEKyHI0i MOSI pe€4b CTAHOBHJIACH O0JIee BHATHOM H JIETKOM.
S nmpuxonun B ceds. — A He 6oer Kpuca.

PacnaxnyB m1a3a, s1 yBuen 00KUTAIOIINI CBET, B KOTOPOM IIPOCTYAJIN BBITSHYThIE TEMHbBIE
CUIIy3Tbl, IPUHA/JIEKABIINE, [IOX0XKE, CTapUKaM. PA10M ¢ HUMM BBITATMBAJIACh €1E Napa TEHEH,
HAIllOMUHABUIMX 110 pa3Mepy opyxue. [IpunrypuBniics, 1 OTBEpHYBIINCH, sI YBUAET CTOJ PSAIOM
C JIBEpPbIO, YCHIITAHHBIM KOJIIOIIE-PEXYIIMMU IpeameTaMu. MouM paccyikoM 3aBiajien yKac, U s
MOHSUT, YTO Ceuac HY)KHO OCTOPOXKHO MOAOUPATH CIIOBA, €CIU sl HE XO4Y, UTO Obl HA MHE UCIIBI-
TBHIBAJIM 3TOT apCeHaJl.

— BBI... — Ha4an s, ¥ OPOIVIOTHII CJIOBA, OIIYTUB B3IV, KOTOPBIM CIOBHO MBITAETCS MPO-
CBEPJIUTH MEHS.

— «Yto emy cka3ats?» — [lannuecku nomymadn s, Haznesach, uro Lllon noackaxer. — «logkuan
XOTb 4TO-TO!»

— «/la g orkyna 3Ha10?!» — IlloH kaxeTcs TOXe OTUETIMBO IMOHUMAJI, YTO HAC JKJET, €ClIU
HE IMOJIEP’KaTh Pa3roBOpP CO CTAPHUKOM, M TYT )K€ HE OOBSICHUTH MPUUYNHY CBOETO MOSBICHUS. —
«IIpaBay ckaxu emy!»

—«Ja onl»...
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... — CpIHOK, s 3aman tebe Bompoc. Jlaxe roBoputh Tebe MO3BOIWII, JaBail ThI He Oynenib
BpEMs Hallle TPATUTh, a7 — BepHYB B3I K CBETY, 1 CMOT YBUAEThH CHITYyIT CTapHKa 00Jee 4eTKO,
Y 3aMETHJI, KaK OH JIBUXKETCSI K CTOJIy C MHCTpyMEeHTaMu. — S To, 1 Tak ¢ TOOOH mo0oaTaTh XOTell,
U HaJesuICs, uTo o0oitercs 6e3 kpaitHocTel. — OH B3sJT CO CTOJIA YBECUCTBIM HOX, U IEMOHCTpa-
TUBHO MOKPYTUJI UM [IE€PEI0 MHOM.

MeHs npoHsia Ip0oXb, KOJIEHKH TOJIKOCUIINCH, U CTOH £, TO, HABEPHOE, TOBAIUJIICS ObI C HOT.
3ayeM eMy nbITarh MeHsA? YTO OH XOueT MbITKaMu U3 MeHs BbiBeAarh? Yto xoren y3Hars? Mnu
MOYKET, IPOCTO pelIniI NoTemuTbea? OThIrpaThcsl Ha MHE 3a TO, 4T0 Kpuc BUgumo, emy ycTpoui.
«Haxpena Tebe MeHs nbITaTh, cTapuk?! S e Hu B ueM He BuHOBAT! S cioyyaliHO oka3asics B 3TOM
TeJe, U IPOCTO XOUy M03BaTh ApakoHa! MHe JuIllb XO4eTcsl BEpHYThCS IOMOM, CHOBA CTaTh CO00i,
YBUJAETH OTLA U cBOIO o0muHy! Yero s mioxoro tede caenan, KpoMe TOro, YTo BOLIEI crofa 0e3
npoca? Hy npoctu mens 3a 370! S ke He coOupaics NpuuuHATh TeOe Bpel, U MHE IIPOCTO HY>KHA
ObLi1a parus, uTo Obl 103BaTh U 3aXBaTUTh ApakoHa Kpuca! Uto 661 10OpaThCs A0 3TOro NPOKISTOrO
YCTPOICTBA, U IEpEMECTUTH ce0sl 00paTHO B MPUBBIYHOE TEJO!»

['ma3a npuBBIKIN K CBETY, BO3Bpallasi B30py OCTPOTY. Sl MOAHAN B3MJIA] HA CTapHUKa, U YBU-
JIeTT, KaK OH YIUBIIEHHO HAa MEHsI YCTaBHJICS, BCKUHYB OpoBH. Ero mieku Ha riIuch KpOBBIO, OH CTal
TPOMKO CMESITHCS, OpbI3ras CIIOHOM M CXBAaTUBILKCH 3a )KUBOT. Hok cBasInICs Ha MO, U ynas Hefla-
JeKo oT Moux Hor. CTpax M OT4asiHME CMEHMJIUCH CThIIoM. [loxoxe, mocnenHee, o 4eM s gyma,
HauuHas ¢ «Haxpena trebe MeHs MbITaTh, CTApUK?!» CTAI0 MBICISAMHU BCIYX.

— [Tapens, moxosxe, emie 6oJee MICUXOBaHHBIN, 4eM 1. .. O, He mory! — [IpocToHan oH CKBO3b
cMmeX, U30aBIIssACh TaI0HbIO OT cTeKaBIlel cie3bl. —JlaaHo. .. Tbl, BOT TO 4TO ThI ceiyac cKazall, Thl
9TO CEpPbE3HO, HY ThI... ThI TO caM B 3T0 Bepwuib? — Ha mocneanelt gppase cTapuk CHOBA B30pBAJICS
B IIPUCTYIIE CMeEXa.

Brnepsbie meHs BbicMenBasid. BOT Tak, IpuBsA3aB K CTyIIy, CI€JIaB 3aJ10KHUKOM. S BbIAAN eMy
CcaMO€ COKPOBEHHOE, 5 OTKPbUI €My AYLIY U MOJEIUJICS TOpeM, MOJAEIUIICS LENbl0, U OH JIMIIb
OIlJICBajJ MEHS, BRICMESB!

— a, — oro3Baics s1. — Bepro.

Crapuk nOBEpHYJICS K CBOEH CIIyTHUIIE, U MOKPYTUII NTAJIbIIEM Y BUCKA, MOTas TOJIOBOM.

— Mab03H3, — HCIIOJIB30BaJl OH CTPAaHHOE CIIOBO. — Ero, 1moxoxke, u meITatk He Hajno. OH yxke
IBITaHHBIN. .. BOT OHU ero, BUAMMO, U BBILIBLIpHYIU. [ e TBOE ouerenue, 6oen Kpuca? — Crapux
3aMCKHUBAIOLIE IISIHYJI MHE B JIMIO. — Thl TOBOPWUJI, YTO CHApYyKU OcelaeT TBos Oparsa. I ne ona?
Ha xakux nozunmsx?

— Jla "HeT Tam...

Mou onpaBaaHus IpepBaIvch FPOXOTOM B3pbiBa. C MOTOIKA OChINIANach OETOHHAS KPOILIKa,
CWJIBHO KayHYJach JIaMI1a, BUCSIIIAsl HA TOHKOM IIPOBOJIE, U CTAPUK MPUKPBLI FOJIOBY PYKOM, epe-
IJISIHYBIIUCH ¢ 0a0y1ikoil. Pa3zBepHyBIINCh, OHA BhIILIA U3 KOMHATHI, B3SB aBTOMAT, OCTAaBUB JIBEPh
HIPUOTKPBITON, U CTApUK MOCIJIEA0BAJ 3a HEMl, HETEPIEIUBO MEHs orisaeB. [IpoOOBUK OH Tak ke
3a0paisi. CHapyXH, MMOX0XKe, AEUCTBUTEIBHO «OcenaeT OpaTrBa», Kak Bblpazuics crapuk. Ho uto
npousonno? OTKyaa B3pbIB?

Jlo Moux yiiel JoHeCIuch KpUKU cTtapuka. Heckonbko ciioB, MPOM3HECEHHBIX UM, HAYMHA-
JMCh HEOOBIYHO, U IIOYEMY-TO PE3aJIH MHE CIIyX. 51 COBCEM HE XOTe yCIbIIlIaTh TAKKUE BEILU B CBOI
aJipec, XOTb ¥ HE TIOHUMAJI, YTO OHHU 3Ha4arT. Ero MOHOJIOT OBLT 3arTyIIeH TPOX0TOM ApO0OBHKA, K
KOTOPOMY BCKOpE CTaJIM IPUMEIINBATHCS 3ByKH aBTOMATHOM ApenH. S clipliai, Kak OTKaJbIBaJINCh
KyCKHU OT OETOHHBIX CTEH, OTPBIBAEMBIX ITYJISIMHU. 3BYKH CTPEIbObI MPEKPATHUIIUCH IIOCIIE TOT0, KaK
s yCIBINIAJ 3BYK IMAIAI0NINX TeJl, HAMOMHHUBIIUI IPOXOT OPOIIEHHBIX KAPTOPETbHBIX MEIIKOB.

— «l'01oBBI, TOX0XkKE, OTCTPENUIN», — caesai [IIoH MHOro3HauuTeNbHbIN BhIBOI. — «HukTO
U HE MUCKHY

Usbn Tena noBanuiauchk Ha non? Eciu, 310 KOHEuHO, ObIM Tena. Sl mpeacTaBusl MEPTBBIX
CTapUKOB, HO HE MUCIBITHIBAJ OOJErYeHus, U MUTajl HaJAeX/1y Ha TO, YTO OHU ObUIM KUBbI. OHU
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cefiuac MeHee CTPALIHBINA Bpar uyeM JII0[U, KOTOpbIE CI0/1a BOPBAJIUCH, @ B JAHHBII MOMEHT KpOMe
conpar Kpuca BpbiBarbest HekoMy. CTapuKu XOTs Obl ObUIH TOTOBBI BBICTYIIATh MOU OObSICHEHUS,
a 9TH, CTOUT UM COPBATh MPOTHUBOTra3 C MOETO JIUIA, JTUOO Cpa3zy MPHUCTPEIAT, TUO0 OTIPABIT K
Kpucy, koTopslii MEHSI TOYHO HE OTIYCTUT. Bu NBITOYHBIX HHCTPYMEHTOB, U KAPTUHKHU, KOTOPbIE
OH BbI3bIBAJI, HE YMOJIST MO€H JKaJOCTU K CTApUKaM, 4TO BO3MOKHO MEPTBbI. XOTb Obl OHU ObLIN
YKUBBI, TOTyMal 5 ¢ Hajiex101. [IpuoTKpeITast 1BEph CO CKPUIIOM paclaxHylach, CTYKHYBIIUCH O
CTEHY, U M3-3a CTEHBI OETJI0 BRIIVISTHYJI 4eJI0BEK B TPOTHBOTAa3€e. Ero mosiBjIeHrne OTBETHIIO HA BOIIPOC
0 TOM, KTO OCTAJICS JKMB MOCJIe nepecTpenku. [1oxoxke, CTapukyu He BBIACPIKAIU 3TOM KOPOTKOU
0Ca/ibl, U MaJju, 3alUIIasi CBOIO KPEHNOCTb.

A 410 3TN co MHOU caenatot? Cepile MpoImyCTUIo apy yIapoB, U sl yBUIEI TIEPE]T MbICTICH-
HBIM B30pOM 3aJIMBILKECS OTHEM J1yJla aBTOMATOB, OTIIPABUBIIMX B MEHs 1ynu. Eciiu co crapukamu
ObLT XOTh KaKOM-TO IIIaHC, TO C 3TUMU YK€ HMUYEro He BhIHAET. Kpuc omnpezeneHHo B Kypce, 4To
[Ion cOexai, 3a0paB opykue U GOpPMY COIMPOBOXKIABIIETO €TO OXPAHHUKA.

Hagepnsika komanna «HaiiTu 1 yHUYTOXUTE» ObLIAa OTHAHA W Tenephb OblIa 00s3aTelbHA B
UCIIOJHEHUH KaXKIbIM COJIAaTOM, CiIykuBIIUM y Kpuca. be3 coMHeHui OHM MPOBEPSIIM KaKJ0TO,
KTO XOTh OTJAJICHHO HaroMuHaj Oerneria. Mue koner;. CMUPHBILUCH, 51 3aKPBUT I71a3a.

— Tyt nnennsiit! — Iocnpiancs myxoit ronoc. — Het Gomnbliie HUKOro, 4McTO BCE!

S naOpasicsa cMenocTu, ¥ MOAHAT BeKU. Eciiu yXoauTh, TO yXOAUTH JOCTOMHO IVISAS B IV1a3a
nanady. B koMHaTy maraynau iBa coyijjara B TOUHO TaKOM K€, — KaK U Yy MEHs, — popMe U, o011,
CTaJIM CIEIIHO pe3aTh BEPEBKU U CTSATUBATh UX C MEHS.

— Ter xxuBori? — Cnpocust 60e€11, OTIHYB JaJOHb K MOEMY IPOTHUBOTa3y, U s OTOMI eg.
B3npornys, on otBen pyku. — Jlagno-nagno! XKusoii 3Hauut!

OnHu 00cTynuIu MeHs, U sl OTYETIIMBO CIIBIIIAN CTYK coOCTBEHHOrO cepaua. [Ipucrtyn cme-
JIOCTH KOHYMJICS, U 51 3aKMYpuIl I1a3a. S xouy kuTh! YemblaB 4ei-To KPUK, 51 CHOBA IOIHAJ BEKHU.

— Bepesku cusuin?! Csixure cHoBa ero! OTkyna HaM 3HaTh, 4To 310 He Kpuca koHTpabac?!

— B cmbicnie?! — Onenn TOT, KOTOPBIH NMBITAJICA CHATH ¢ MEHSI MacKy. — OH TyT CUAMT, 3aru-
0aeTcst MOXKET, a MbI ero Opocuth MoKHBI?! Jla u kakas pasHuna, kto?! Bugen on Hac, MOXXHO
noJlymarh, B JIMIIO 3HaeT! — Bo3pasuil oH, MOKPYTUB JaJOHBIO mepen Mackou. — OH Hukakou! U
0e3 opyxust k Tomy-ke! Jla u Ham Hapoa Hazo, naBail BosbMeM! Kprichl Kpuca, — oH yeMexHyiics,
BOCXUTHUBIINCH COOCTBEHHOM pume, — nooauHouke He xoaat! Tonbko craiikamu!

— XKparBy Thl emMy U3 cBoero maiika Oyzaelb, M MOTAIIMIIL TOXKE Ha cebe?! Y Hac HeT Ha
HEro He efipl, He BpeMeHu! Ham Hy»XHO 4MCTUTH cienyromuil OyHKep, U BaluTh, oka Kpuc He
CIIOXBATUJICS, U HE OTIIPaBMUJI 32 HaMu noroHto! J[aBaii uiu Bajau €ro, Wik HaM BaJIUTh HAJ0, pelai
caMm! 3abupaeM Bc€ 1IEHHOE, CTBOJIBI, U YXOAUM!

Crnenyroumii OyHkep. YCMeXHYBUINCH, 1 BcloMHMI OyHkep 11loHa, 1 moHsu1, YTO OHU pac-
CTposiTCs, Korna Tyaa npuayT. Kro-to o Hux yxe obHec ero. Buaumo, 3to He connarsl Kpuca,
a OOBbIUHBIE €3€PTUPBI U Mapoephl, OEryIue K 4eMy-TO CBOeMY. [ OpbKO BBIJJOXHYB, YEJIOBEK,
0CBOOOIMBIINIA MEHSI, B3IISTHYII Ha MPOIIAHUE MHE B IJ1a3a.

51 He 3HaN, YTO OH PEUIUT clenarb. YOUTh MEHs, WK OTIYCTUTh? Kakoil mpuroBop BbIHE-
CET €ro BHYTPEHHMH CyJibsl, M UTO CKaXeET cAenarh? [ocnoaun cyabs, [ocrnona npucskHble, IOMU-
ayirte! Y MeHs ele Kyya Jies, KOTOpBIE 51 HE yCIeN 10/1e1aTh U MEHS CEMbsl, KOTOPYIO 51 X0y YBH-
neTb! Y MEeHs )KM3Hb, KOTOPYIO sl TOJIKOM HE MPOXWJI. TyT ke sl mpecTaBui cedsl Ha Ki1aa0uiie
PAIOM C JAEeCATKAaMU ThICAY APYTUX MEPTBBIX COJAAT U JAPAKOHOB, KOTOPHIE YMEPIU B BO3pacTe
nBaauary jer. Yro onu ycnenu yBuaeTrhb? UTo OHM ycmenu chenarb 0 TOTo, KaK MOJUTHKaHbI
OTIIPaBWJIM UX MOJBIXaTh 3a «HaruoHanbHble HHTEPECH»? S ynTal MHOTO BO€HHBIX JHEBHUKOB,
Y UCTOPUH, — KOT/Ia OTELl YUHJI MEHSI TAKTUKE, — I7I€ ONUCHIBAJIUCH OMACHBIE ONEepaliii U MOMEHTBI
NEepeKUBAHUH, TOBOJSAIINE MEHS 0 TyLIEBHbIX cie3. [lana yunna MeHsl 4yelnoBe4eCKUM TaKTUKaM
BesieHus 005, ¥ IPaKOHbEMY BOEHHOMY HCKYCCTBY, a 5, BMECTO TOTO, YTO OBbI yUUTCS 3TOMY OOJIb-
IIOMY MacTEpCTBY, JyMaJj, YEro XOpOoLIero JaéT JIoAsIM U JpakoHaM BoiHa? Co BpeMeHeM 5 Ipu-
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1]l K BBIBOJY, YTO HUXPEHA XOPOIIET0 OHAa HE JIAeT, 10 KpaitHel Mepe, JomsM, U 1oj Gppa3oin
«HaunoHnanbHbIE UHTEPECHD», Yallle BCETO MOAPa3yMEBAJICS aKTUB, IPUHOCSILUN JEHBIU (CTapoe
YeJI0BEUECKOE MJIATEKHOE CPEICTBO) TOJICTOCYMAM WM NMPABUTEIbCTBAM.

Jla 1 3a1muTa MEPHOTO HACEJICHUs HepeIKo OblIa TICEBIONPEIIOTOM IS ISIUKAaTHOTO 1 Oec-
IPENATCTBEHHOTO BBe/IeHUs BoicK. Ho Xy»ke MHE CTaHOBUJIOCH, KOT/IA s TyMaJl O JIFO/JSIX, BEPHYB-
IIUXCSI C BOMHBI, M MPUXBATUBIINX KOIIMaphI €€ ¢ co6oil. OHM mpue3Kalii TOMOH, M CTAaHOBUIIMCH
COBCEM JIPYTUMHU, Uy’KHMH, KaK 3TO POU30LILIO0 ¢ MOMM OTLOM. OH 00€3yMel 1ocie Havyasia BOMHbI
C JIIOJIbMH, OH XOTEJ CMEPTH KaKJOMY M3 HUX, KOrja y3Hall, 4uTo Kpuc BEITBOpSIET C IpakOHaMU B
ropax, 1 Ja)ke He IUIaHupOBaJl pa30uparbcs, KTO MpaB, KTO BUHOBAT.

Yo6uts. Cmepts. [lyctuts kpoBb. Bparu Hapona. Yrposa. Youiiel. YHUITOXKUTE. BOT 4TO 5
BUJIEJI B €0 [VIa3ax MPEX/Ie, YEM OH YJIEeTeN yCTpauBaTh pe3Hio B ropo. OaHaX bl MHE IPULILIIOCH
YUTaTh AHEBHUK, I7Ie€ CbIH Pycckoro cnerHa3oB1a, mpouieanero Ase YeueHCKUX BOEHHBIX KoMIa-
HUH, ONMCBIBAJI )KU3Hb OTLA [TOCJIe BOMHBI. OH IpOIIe BOIHY, U €ro, Kak U COTHH ThICSY JIPYTHX
Jronel, OOBSIBIUIM TepOeM, M OTIPABHIIN JOMOW C Tojioi 3aaHulleH, ckazaB «Crmacubo, mapeHsb,
poauHa Tebe OnarogapHay.

C co0o0ii OH IpUBE3 HE YECTH U CIIaBY, @ TOIBKO BPEIHbIE IPUBBIYKH, KypEBO, AJIKOTOJIb (KOTO-
PBIM MBITAJICS YTONUTH KOLIMaphl, 4YTO OH BU/IEJ BOIOS, U PUYEM, TOIMJI Ka>K/Ibli 1I€Hb) U YHUUTO-
KEHHYIO ICUXUKY. THpaay MOMX MBICIEH IpepBaji LIETYOK aBTOMAaTHOIO 3aTBopa. Sl TepreianBo
KJai, Korja 0oel cienaeT cBo€ J1eNo, U Tajal, 4yTo ke OyneT moce.

Ja, Hy’)KHO TyMatb, 4TO OyZIeT MMocIie, YTOObI HEe MO3BOJISATh CTPAXy CMEPTH 3aTyMaHHUTh pac-
cynok. Tak nerdye... /la Huuero He OyAeT, BCe 3TU PEIUTHO3HbIE NPUNAAKH O 3arpOOHON KU3HU
npakoHbs aymib! S xouy skuts! S He xouy ymupars! A xoay xuth! MHe ctpamrHo! S 1100110 XKU3Hb,
JaXKe TaKyro )KaJIKYI0 U yOOryto, faxke B uenoBeueckom teine! S xouy xuth! JKuth!

Eme nemHOro nozgepas MeHs Ha MyIIKe, O0€Il OIyCTHJI CTBOJI, IPOMKO BbI10XHYB. He 3Hato,
YTO 3aCTaBUJIO €0 NEPEAYMaTh, HO JUIsl MEHS 3TO ObLII0 HACTOSIIKUM uyaoM. CiiyyaltHOCTb 3TO, WK
OOXXUI IPOMBICEIT, JJIsl MEHsI HUKaKoi poiu He urpaio. CyTs ObUIa B TOM, YTO 51 OCTAJICS )KUB, U
9TO TaK yAUBHWIO MEHSI, YTO JbIXaHUE NEPEXBATUIIO.

— Tel He cepuail mapeHb, BEPEBKU Mbl TeO€ pa3Bsi3ajiu, aBOCh, JOOEpelIbCs Kyda CaM...
briaii! Tonbko He cepauch Ha Hac, TaaHO? 3eMils Kpyrias, Mbl ¢ TOOOH, eme 310, couremMcs, aa!
briBaii, naman!

Onu Bckope MOKUHYIM OyHKEp, TIOTPEMEB B IPYTUX KOMHATaX, U BHYTPH OCTAJICS TOJIBKO S,
HaeauHe ¢ [IloHom n okpyxkuBIIEH HAC TUIINHOM. [IONBITaBIINCE NOWIEBEIUTH PYKAMU U HOTaMH,
sl OLIYTHJI, YTO KaXKJ10€ ABM>KEHUE naetcs ¢ TpyaoM. KoneuHoctu cunbHO 3arexiu. LlloH Beé aTo
BpEMsI HU pa3y HUYEro He IPOU3HEC.

Bckope kpoBb 3a1ofiHMIa OHEMEBIINE KOHEYHOCTMH, 1aBasi UM BO3MOXKHOCTh paboTarh. 1
BcTal. B BUCKax TyT e 3acTy4asio, U TojloBa 3aKpyKHJIACh, UTO YyTh HE BHIOUIIO MEHS U3 PaBHO-
Becus. Koe-kak conpoTuBisisick pe3koMy nepenay 1aBiaeHHUs, sl OCTallcs Ha Horax. Pa3 y>k MHe Tak
MIOBE3J10, U MHE Y/IaJIOCh OCTAaThCs B KUBBIX I10CJIE BOSHUKHOBEHUS Cpa3y JIByX YIpO3 OKa3aTbCs
Ha TOM CBETE, TO IPEX HE BOCIOIb30BAThCS BO3ZMOXKHOCTBIO U JIOBECTH JIENO0 10 KOHLIA. 5] He Buen
HUKaKUX NPEACMEPTHBIX KapTUH, U KU3Hb HE JIeTeNa y MeHs nepej miazamu. Jla, crpamHo ObL10,
HO BUJIMMO, OpPraHU3M IIOHUMAJ, 4TO €1le HE BpeMsl MHE yMuparhb. UyBcTBOBa, YTO MOTEHIHAIIb-
HBIM YOHIALIaM MEHSI TPOTaTh HE HHTEPECHO.

Pa3priB enovku coObITHIA, KOTOPAst JODKHA ObLIa MPUBECTH MEHS K HEMHUHYEMOW THOeny,
MOYKHO OBLII0 Ha3BaTh uyAoM. [locie 3Toro s 0co3HaN, HaCKOIbKO CUIIbHO 000 k13Hb. He nep-
BbII pa3 MHE yrposkaja OlacHOCTb, HO IEHHOCTb JKHU3HH sI TIOHSJI UMEHHO B TOT MOMEHT, KOIjia B
OYEPEHO Pa3 UyTh €€ He JINIINIICS.

51 yepes nBepHOU TpoéM, Koraa yoemuiics, 4To OyHKep ImycT. Mapoaépsl IIyMenn BHYTPH
HEJI0JIT0, TOYHO HEJb3s CKa3aTh, CKOJIbKO, HO HE OoJIblle AT MUHYT. Sl oOpaznoBacs, Aymas, 4To
CHOBA OKYHYCh B YIOTHYIO aTMoc(epy CTaporo ceMeHHOro THE3/IbIIIKA U, BBIHIS, YBUAET pa3Opo-
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CaHHBIC BEIM M CJIOMaHHYIO MeOelnb. B rpynu 3ameMuno, u s OCTOpPOKHO Mmomiél, orudas ocTaB-
JICHHBIN TIOCIIe Tpadexa Xiam.

B npuxoskeit ToHy B JTy’ke COOCTBEHHON KPOBH CTAPHK, €T0 MyCThIE TI1a3a yCTPEMUIINCh Ha
MEHS, U sl TO4YBCTBOBAJI IPUCTYH PBOTHI. «/Jlyparikuii nporuBoras!» — bosbliie He BHIHOCS TECHOTBI
PE3UHOBOM Macky, 51 copBajl €€ ¢ JIMLa, ¥ CTajl XBaTaTb PTOM BO3/yX, YTOOBI CIIEpKaTh PBOTHBIM
103bIB. S| MCTIBITHIBAJI CMEIIAHHBIE YYBCTBA, HE TIOHUMAs1, KOTO JIFOOUTh, @ KOTO HEHaBUJIETh, OyTO
OBl BHyTPEHHHE MTPOTPaMMBbl, OTBEYAIOIIHE 32 HACTPOCHHE, Ay cOoi. MeHs craciu Te, KTo youI
HEBUHHBIX JIOIEH, U yOuiileil Tenepb, cedsl omryIal No4emMy-To S

MHe Ka3anoch, YTO 3TO CIY4YHJIOCh M3-3a MeHs. CTapasch HE CMOTPETh Ha MEPTBELA, 5 C
y’KacoM OnIsAabIBai OyHKep, 00sICh HATKHYTHCS Ha Teno 0alOymku. e oHa Oblia, MOXKHO OBLIO
TOJBKO JOTaabsiBaThes. [Ipoxosst B KOMHATY ¢ TenerpadoM, s KOPOTKO CTOJIKHYJICS C O€3KU3HEH-
HBIM B3DJIA0M 0alOyIIky, KOTOpas MEJIbKHYJIAa B IBEPHOM MpoéMe, BeaymieM Ha KyxHio. Cepaie
3aKOJIOTUIJIOCH YCEpIIHEE, U Y MEHsI BO3HUKJIO CHJIbHEHINEe KeJIaHue KaK MOXKHO OBICTpee OTCIofa
YHUTH.

51 Bomren B KOMHATy € Tenerpadom, U OHa IMOYTH He u3MeHmnack. Kpome cromna u tenerpaga
Oparp Obut0 Hewero. Temerpad... IlloH 3Ha, KaK UM MOJIB30BATHCS W, JAaBas MHE WHCTPYKIIHH,
Hanpasisul B AeiicTBusx. Korna nocnennss npouenypa Oblila BHIIOIHEHA, sI HAXKaJl HA PhIYAXOK,
Y MallliHa J1a)ke HE KOJIbIXHYJNACh.

— IIpexpacno! — Kpuknyi 51, cTykHyB Tenerpag.

— «Pa3bepemcs», — lllon nomnbiTasnics MeHd ycnokouTb. — «llomum nopoemcs B ux Oyma-
rax, HaBepHsKa TaM €CTb HHCTPYKUMHU. J{aspliie Toro, 4To Mbl IPOJENIAIH YKE, 1 HUUETO HE 3HAl0.
HyxHbI monckaskm».

S mocyman ero, Benpb Oosblie nenarh Obuto Hedero. [ne Opum qpyrue OyHKepbl, ObLIH JTH
OHH, €CTh JIU B HUX YCTPOHCTBA CBSI3H, S HE 3HAJ, U €CII MBI HEe pa3zdepemMcs ¢ TenerpadoM 371ech,
TO MomajeM B TynuK. KoHeuHo, MOXKHO ObIJIO OBI YCTPOWTH 3acajy Ha MaTpylib, U 3a0paTh y HUX
pammu, HO 3T0 ObUTO OoJiee PUCKOBAHHBIM MPEATIPUSITHEM.

$1 OCTOpPO’XKHO BBHITVISIHYJ B TOCTHMHHYIO, JIEPKach 3a JIBEpPHYIO pamy, OyATo Obl 00sICh, 4TO
BHYTPH €lI€ KTO-TO OCTaJICs. YOEAMBIINCH, YTO HUKOTO HET, U CKa3aB cede, YTO MPHU3PAKOB HE
ObIBaeT, s BOIIEN B TOCTUHHYO. ITycTh HE OBIJIO HUYETO U3 TOT0, YTO YIPOXKAET SBHO, HA AyLIE BCE
PaBHO OBLIO TPEBOXKHO.

[IepBoe, 4TO 51 BCHOMHMII, ¥ IEPBOE, YTO Ka3aJ0Ch MHE HauOoOJee aeKBaTHBIM HCTOUHUKOM
UH(OPMAIH — CTOJ ¢ OyMaramu, rie Jiekas IpoOoBUK. S HanmpaBuiICs Tyna, U, TIOIOUIS K CTOIY,
0oOHapy:KuJl, 4TO JPOOOBUKA YK€ HET, U 4acTh Oymar BajsieTCsl Ha MOJTy.

[TocmenHo cobpaB Bce CTpaHUIIBL, 5 TIOJIOKWII UX 00OpaTHO Ha CTOJI, KPAaeM B3TIIsa 3allCTIHB
¢dororpaduu Aunbl. Ha HUX s yBUIEN cHacTiuByIo ceMbio. [lornbmmii crapuk Ha 3T0i hoTorpa-
¢un 611 Goee MooabIM. OHH CTOSUTH CPEAM POCTKOB MILNEHHIIBI, YIBIOATNCh, M HAa BUJ ObUIH
Oo4YeHb cyacTIUBbIMU. CTapuK Aepxkasl AHHY Ha IIee, CTOS PSIIOM C CUMIIAaTUYHOM eHInHoM. He
BEPUJIOCH, YTO JKEHIIMHA Ceiuac JeXUT Ha KyXHe, U He IpIuT. He Bepuiiocs, 410 AHHBI MOXKET
Y HE OBITH B KHBBIX.
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KoHel o3HakomuTtenbHoro doparmeHTa.

Tekct npenoctabien OO0 «JlutPecy.

[IpounTaiite 3Ty KHUT'Y LEJIUKOM, KYIIUB IIOJIHYIO JerajabHy0 Bepcuto Ha JIutPec.

Bbe3omacHo omnarute KHUTY MO>KHO OaHKOBCKOM KapToit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cueta
MoOMIBHOTO TenedoHa, ¢ IIaTexHoro TepMunana, B caione MTC unu CsasHol, uepe3 PayPal,
WebMoney, Annexc.densru, QIWI Komenek, 60HyCHbIMM KapTaMH WU APYTrUM ynoOHbIM Bam
CII0COOOM.
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