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JEROME K. JEROME

How the Elderly,
Family-Man Puts up a Picture

You never saw such a commotion up and down
a house, in all your life, as when my Uncle Podger
undertook to do a job. A picture would have come

home from the frame-maker’s, and be standing in
the dining-room, waiting to be put up; and Aunt
Podger would ask what was to be done with it, and

Uncle Podger would say:
‘Oh, you leave that to me. Don’t you, any of
you, worry yourselves about that. I'll do all that.’
And then he would take off his coat, and begin.
He would send the girl out for sixpen’orth of nails,

and then one of the boys after her to tell her what
size to get; and, from that, he would gradually work
down, and start the whole house.

‘Now you go and get me my hammer, Will,’
he would shout; ‘and you bring me the rule, Tom;
and [ shall want the step-ladder, and ] had better
have a kitchen-chair, too; and, Jim! you run round
to Mr. Goggles, and tell him, “Pa’s kind regards,
and hopes his leg’s better; and will he lend him his

Jerome K. Jerome. HOW THE ELDERLY, FAMILY-MAN PUTS UP A PICTURE
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commotion [ka'mauf(3a)n] n cymatoxa
elderly ['elda(r)li] a noxunom
frame-maker [ fretm'merka(r)] n pamounmk
girl [g3:(N1] n 3a. cnyxakxka, ropHuyHas
hammer ['h&ma(r)] n monoTok

leave (left, left) [lizv] v npesoctaeuts
lend (lent, lent) [lend] v oganxumearts

put up p.p. ot put up (34. Bewarts)

regard [rT'ga:(r)d] n noxenanue, npueert
rule [ru:l] n nunerika (ycrt.)

size [sa1z] n pasmep

step-ladder n ctpemstka

take (took, taken) off ph v chats
undertook p.t. ot undertake (npuHmumancs)
worry ['WAri] v 6ecnokouTbes

©

A picture would have come home; Aunt Podger would
ask — moganbHbiit raron would Beipaxaet nosTopsiowee-
S [eNCTBME B MPOLAOM: KOPTMHA O6bIYHO BO3BPALLANACH;
Tets MNogxep o6biyHO cnpalwmsana.

Don’t worry yourselves about that. — BosspatHoe me-
cToumenne yourselves ykasbiBaeT, HQ KOFO HAMPABAEHO
fencTeme: camu He BeCnokonTeCh 06 STOM.

sixpen’ orth of nails - sixpen’orth = sixpenworth: reoage
HO LEeCTb NEHCOB.

| had better have a kitchen-chair — mopansHas kow-
ctpykums had better BoipaxaeT pekomeHAAUMIO U NepeBo-
AMTCS «nyuwe, npeanoyen Bbi»: 8 Gbl NPEANOYEn KyXOHHbIM
cTyn.

Vocabulary and Grammar
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spirit-level?” And don’t you go, Maria, because I

shall want somebody to held me the light; and when

the girl comes back, she must go out again for a

bit of picture-cord; and Tom! — where’s Tom? —
Tom, you come here; I shall want you to hand me up
the picture.’

And then he would lift up the picture, and drop
it, and it would come out of the frame, and he would
try to save the glass, and cut himself; and then he
would spring round the room, looking for his hand-
kerchief. He could not find his handkerchief, be-
cause it was in the pocket of the coat he had taken
off, and he did not know where he had put the coat,
and all the house had to leave off looking for his
tools, and start looking for his coat; while he would
dance round and hinder them.

‘Doesn’t anybody in the whole house know where
my coat is? | never came across such a set in all my
life — upon my word I didn’t. Six of you! — and
you can’t find a coat that I put down not five minutes

ago! Well, of all the —’

Then he’d get up, and find that he had been sit-
ting on it, and would call out:

‘Oh, you can give it up! I've found it myself
now. Might just as well ask the cat to find anything

as expect you people to find it.’

Jerome K. Jerome. HOW THE ELDERLY, FAMILY-MAN PUTS UP A PICTURE
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came across p.t. ot come across (BcTpeuats)
come out BbInacTb

cut (cut, cut) [kat] v nopesaTtscs

drop [drop] v poHsTs

expect [1k'spekt] v oxupats

give up ph v npekpatuts, 6pocuts
handkerchief ['haenka(r),tf1f] n Hocosoit nnatok
hinder ['hinda(r)] v MewaTb

hold (held, held) [hauld] v nogepxats

leave off ph v nepecrats

look for ph v uckats

picture-cord n sepeska, wHyp

set [set] n 3n. cemeitka, cbopuie

spirit-level [spirit'lev(s)l] n yposeHs, Batepnac
spring (sprang, sprung) [sprin] v npeirats, ckakats
tool [tu:l] n uHcTpymenT

upon my word uectHoe cnoso

while [wazil] c & To Bpems kak

©

And don’t you go — n3ameHeH1e nopsiaka cnos nogYepku-
BOET SMOLMOHQALHOCTb BbICKA3bIBAHMS: O Thl HE YXOAM.

she must go out again — MmoganbHbIM raron must Bbipa-
XAET CTPOryto HEOBXOAMMOCTb BbIMOIHEHMUS AENCTBUS: ei
NPMAETCH CHOBA BbIMTU.

Might just as well ask the cat — moganbHbiit rnaron might
BLIPAXAET MAYIO CTEMeHb BEPOSITHOCTM, O KOHCTPYKLMS C
COIO30M Qs — CPABHEHME: MOT Obl C TAKUM Xe YCMEeXOM Mo-
MPOCHTb KOLLKY.

Vocabulary and Grammar
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And, when half an hour had been spent in tying

up his finger, and a new glass had been got, and the
tools, and the ladder, and the chair, and the candle
had been brought, he would have another go, the

whole family, including the girl and the charwom-
an, standing round in a semi-circle, ready to help.
Two people would have to hold the chair, and a third
would help him up on it, and hold him there, and a
fourth would hand him a nail, and a fifth would pass
him up the hammer, and he would take hold of the
nail, and drop it.

“There!” he would say, in an injured tone, ‘now
the nail’s gone.’

And we would all have to go down on our knees
and grovel for it, while he would stand on the chair,
and grunt, and want to know if he was to be kept

there all the evening.

The nail would be found at last, but by that time
he would have lost the hammer.

‘Where’s the hammer? What did I do with the
hammer? Great heavens! Seven of you, gaping
round there, and you don’t know what I did with the
hammer!’

We would find the hammer for him, and then he
would have lost sight of the mark he had made on

the wall, where the nail was to go in, and each of

Jerome K. Jerome. HOW THE ELDERLY, FAMILY-MAN PUTS UP A PICTURE
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brought p.p. ot bring (npuHectn)

candle ['kand(3)!] n ceeua

charwoman ['tfa:(r) woman] n nogeHwmua, ybopwmua
found p.p. ot find (HaiiTh)

gape [ge1p] v rnaseTb

go [gau] n 34. nonsitka

grovel ['grov(s)l] v nonsats

grunt [grant] v Bopuats

hold (held, held) [hauld] v gepxats

include [1n'klu:d] v BkntouyaTs, OXBATHIBATL
injured ['1nd3a(r)d] a o6uxeHHbI%

kept p.p. ot keep (npoaepxats)

knee [ni:] n konexo

lost sight p.p. o lose sight (notepsats us suay)
mark [ma:(rk] n otmeTka

nail [ne1l] n reo3np

pass [pa:s] v nepenats

ready ['redi] a rotosbiit

tie up ph v nepessasbieats

@®

half an hour had been spent; a new glass had been
got — 370 KOHCTpYKUMKM cTpaaaTensHoro sanora e Past Per-
fect (had been + 3-a dbopma rnarona): nonuaca 6einm npo-
BELEeHbI; HOBOE CTeKNO AO6LITO.

want to know if he was to be kept - 310 Bonpoc B koc-
BEHHOM peuM, B KOTOPOM if COOTBETCTBYeT yacTuue «an»:
XOYeT 3HATb, NPOAEPXAT M ero.

Great heavens! — SmounoHanbHOE BOCKIMLAHME, COOT-
BeTcTByloulee pycckum «O, boxel», «focnoan!» u .a.

Vocabulary and Grammar
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us had to get up on the chair, beside him, and see
if we could find it; and we would each discover it
in a different place, and he would call us all fools,
one after another, and tell us to get down. And he

would take the rule, and re-measure, and find that

he wanted half thirty-one and three-eighths inches
from the corner, and would try to do it in his head,
and go mad.

And we would all try to do it in our heads, and
all arrive at different results, and sneer at one an-
other. And in the general row, the original number
would be forgotten, and Uncle Podger would have
to measure it again.

He would use a bit of string this time, and at
the critical moment, when the old fool was leaning
over the chair at an angle of forty-five, and trying
to reach a point three inches beyond what was pos-
sible for him to reach, the string would slip, and
down he would slide on to the piano, a really fine
musical effect being produced by the suddenness
with which his head and body struck all the notes
at the same time.

And Aunt Maria would say that she would not
allow the children to stand round and hear such

language.

Jerome K. Jerome. HOW THE ELDERLY, FAMILY-MAN PUTS UP A PICTURE
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allow [s'lau] v nossonuts

angle ['&ng(®)I] n yron

arrive [3'ra1v] v npuint1, LOCTUTHYTb
beyond [b1'jpnd] prep 3q, BHe

discover [d1'skava(r)] v obHapyxusaTs
fool [fu:l] n aypak, Gonsan

forgotten p.p. ot forget (3abbiTs)

half [ha:f] n nonoeuHa

hear such language cnywats nogobHbie Bhipaxerus
in one’s head 3a. 8 yme

inch [1ntf] n aoim (2,54 cm)

lean (leaned/leant) over HaknoHsTbes Hag
measure ['me33(r)] v usmepsrb

original [3'r1d3(s)nal] a nepeoHauanbHbii
possible ['pbsab(3)l] a BoamoxHbIM
reach [riztf] v gotaHyTbca

row [rau] n nepebpaHka, ccopa

same [seIm] pron ToT xe

slide [sla1d] v ckatuTbes

s|ip [slzp] v BbICKONB3HYTB

sneer [sn13(r)] v HacmexaTbes

struck p.t. ot strike (yaapuTs)

suddenness ['sad(3)nas] n BHe3anHoCcTb

©

and re-measure — NPUCTABKA re- MMEET 3HAYEHUE «CHO-
BQ, ONSTb, 3QHOBO»: M 3QHOBO M3MeEpSET.

go mad - KoHcTpykumMs go + npunaratensHoe ykasbisaeT
Ha npuobpeTeHne Kakoro-ni. Kayectsa,/ cocTosiHus: obesy-
MeBQeT, CXOIMT C YMa.

Vocabulary and Grammar
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At last, Uncle Podger would get the spot fixed
again, and put the point of the nail on it with his left
hand, and take the hammer in his right hand. And,
with the first blow, he would smash his thumb, and
drop the hammer, with a yell, on somebody’s toes.

Aunt Maria would mildly observe that, next

time Uncle Podger was going to hammer a nail into
the wall, she hoped he’d let her know in time, so
that she could make arrangements to go and spend
a week with her mother while it was being done.

‘Oh! you women, you make such a fuss over
everything,” Uncle Podger would reply, picking him-
self up. “Why, I like doing a little job of this sort.’

And then he would have another try, and, at the
second blow, the nail would go clean through the
plaster, and half the hammer after it, and Uncle
Podger be precipitated against the wall with force
nearly sufficient to flatten his nose.

Then we had to find the rule and the string

again, and a new hole was made; and, about mid-
night, the picture would be up — very crooked and
insecure, the wall for yards round looking as if it
had been smoothed down with a rake, and every-
body dead beat and wretched — except Uncle
Podger.

Jerome K. Jerome. HOW THE ELDERLY, FAMILY-MAN PUTS UP A PICTURE
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blow [blau] n yaap

clean [klizn] adv nonHocTbio
crooked ['krukid] a kpuson

dead beat a cmeprensHo ycransii
drop [drpp] v ypoHuts

except [1k'sept] prep kpome

flatten ['flet(s)n] v pacnniowmts
fuss [fAs] n cyeta

hole [haul] n gbipa

in time Bospems, 3apaHee

nearly ['n1a(r)li] adv noutn

observe [ab'z3:(r)v] v sametnts
plaster ['pla:sta(r)] n wrykatypka
precipitate [pri'sipitert] v 6pocars, WwebipsTs
rake [re1k] n rpabnu

smash [sma[] v nomats, pasbusats
smooth [smu:d] v pasrnaxueaTs, BpaBHMBATL
spot [spbt] n oTMeTKa, NSTHBILIKO
thumb [6Am] n 6onblwoit nanew pyku
toe [tau] n naneu Horn

try [tra1] n noneiTka

yell [jel] n sonns

©

was going to hammer a nail - koncTpykums be going to
do smth BelpaxaeT HaMepeHue COBEpLIMTL AENCTBUE: CO-
Hepetcs 306UTb rBO3ab.

we had to find — moganeHeiit raron have fo ykassisaet
HQ BbIHY>XAEHHYIO HEOBXOAMMOCTb: HOM MPMLLIOCH HAMTH.

Vocabulary and Grammar
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“There you are,” he would say, stepping heavily

off the chair on to the charwoman’s corns, and sur-
veying the mess he had made with evident pride.
‘“Why, some people would have had a man in to do a
little thing like that!’

Jerome K. Jerome. HOW THE ELDERLY, FAMILY-MAN PUTS UP A PICTURE
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corn [kd:(r)n] n mo3onb

mess [mes] n 6ecnopspok
pride [prazd] n ropgocts

step off cneats

survey [sa(r)'ver] v obospesarsb

©

There you are - 370 ycToituMBO€E BLIpPAXEHME, 4OCTO MC-
nonb3yemoe Npu BPyYEHWUM MU Nepeaaye Yero-., yKasa-
Humn: Bot uputel Bot, noxanyiicral

would have had a man in - have a man in sgecs osHa-
YOET «NPUMALLATE CAELMANUCTa»: npUrnacuam bul cneuma-
ncra.

Vocabulary and Grammar
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STEPHEN LEACOCK

Gertrude the Governess:
or, Simple Seventeen

Synopsis of Previous Chapters:
There are no Previous Chapters.

It was a wild and stormy night on the West Coast
of Scotland. This, however, is immaterial to the
present story, as the scene is not laid in the West
of Scotland. For the matter of that the weather was
just as bad on the East Coast of Ireland.

But the scene of this narrative is laid in the
South of England and takes place in and around
Knotacentinum Towers (pronounced as if written
Nosham Taws), the seat of Lord Knotacent (pro-
nounced as if written Nosh).

But it is not necessary to pronounce either of
these names in reading them.

Nosham Taws was a typical English home. The
main part of the house was an Elizabethan structure of
warm red brick, while the elder portion, of which the
Earl was inordinately proud, still showed the out-
lines of a Norman Keep, to which had been added a
Lancastrian Jail and a Plantagenet Orphan Asylum.

Stephen Leacock. GERTRUDE THE GOVERNESS: OR, SIMPLE SEVENTEEN
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brick [brik] n kupnuy

coast [kaust] n nobepexse

earl [3:(N1] nrpad

either ['a1da(r)] pron no6oit (13)

for the matter of that ecnv Ha To nowno
governess ['gAva(r)nas] n rysepHaHTKa
immaterial [ 1ma'tiarisl] a HecywecTaeHHbI
laid p.p. ot lay (knacts, 3a. pacnonarartscs)
narrative ['naerativ] n nosecTtsoBaHme
outline ['autlain] n oueptaHus

previous ['priivias] a npeapinywmii
pronounce [pra'nauns] v npon3HocHTsb
proud [praud] a ropasii

scene [siin] n MecTo gencTemg

seat [si:t] n 3p. ponoBoe nomecTbe

synopsis [SI'NDPSIS] n kpaTkoe copepxaHue
take (took, taken) place npoucxoputs, umets mecto
I'ypica| ['tzp1k(3)] o TMNUYHBINA, XapaKTepHbIH

©

an Elizabethan structure; a Norman Keep - enusase-
TUHCKOSH MOCTPOMKA; HOPMAHACKAS BALLHA: UMEIOTCS B BUAY
3A0HMS, COOPYXEHHble BO Bpems npasneHus Ennsasertsb |
(1558-1603), a Takxe B nepuop, HAYABLIMICS nocne

Hopmanackoro 3asoesatus Axrnmnmn 8 1066 .

a Lancastrian Jail; a Plantagenet Orphan Asylum — nas-
KACTEPCKMI OCTPOT, MAATArEHETCKUM NPUIOT — 3[aHMS, OT-

HOCsILMECS K nepuody NpaeneHus aMHactuit Jlankactepos
(1400-1461) u Mnanxtarenetos (1154-1399) 8 Aurnmm.

Vocabulary and Grammar
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From the house in all directions stretched magnifi-
cent woodland and park with oaks and elms of imme-
morial antiquity, while nearer the house stood rasp-
berry bushes and geranium plants which had been set
out by the Crusaders.

About the grand old mansion the air was loud
with the chirping of thrushes, the cawing of par-
tridges and the clear sweet note of the rook, while
deer, antelope and other quadrupeds strutted about
the lawn so tame as to eat off the sun-dial. In fact,

the place was a regular menagerie.

From the house downwards through the park
stretched a beautiful broad avenue laid out by
Henry VII.!

Lord Nosh stood upon the hearthrug of the li-
brary. Trained diplomat and statesman as he was,
his stern aristocratic face was upside down with fury.

‘Boy,’” he said, ‘you shall marry this girl or I dis-
inherit you. You are no son of mine.’

Young Lord Ronald, erect before him, flung
back a glance as defiant as his own.

‘I defy you,” he said. ‘Henceforth you are no fa-
ther of mine. [ will get another. | will marry none but a

woman I can love. This girl that we have never seen—’

! Henry VII — T'enpux VII: kopoab Aurauu B
1485—1509 rr.

Stephen Leacock. GERTRUDE THE GOVERNESS: OR, SIMPLE SEVENTEEN
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antiquity [&n'ttkwati] n spesHocTb, cTapuHa
avenue ['®va,nju:] n annes

chirp [tf3:(r)p] v webetats, umpukats
Crusader [kru:'se1da(r)] n kpectoHocey,
defiant [d1'fatant] a pepskuii

defy [d1'far] v 6pocars Bbizos

direction [d1'rek[(3)n] n HanpaeneHue
disinherit [ d1sin‘herrt] v amwuTte HacneacTsa
flung back p.t. ot fling back (6pocuTs Hazan)
fury ['fjusri] n apocts

glance [gla:ns] n e3rnsag

mansion ['manfan] n ocobusk

menagerie [ma'nad3ari] n seepuHen,
quadruped ['kwpdruped] n yeteepoHorui
rook [ruk] n rpay

set out p.p. ot set out (3a. nocaauTs)
statesman ['stertsman] n nonuTuk

stretch [stret[] v npoctupatscs

©

so tame as to eat off — cpasHuTEnbHAS KOHCTPYKLMS SO...
as MMEET 3HQYEHME «TAKOM... YTOBbI». HOCTONBKO PYyuHbIE,
4yTo enu.

I will marry none but - nocne otpuuanmin u otpuuarens-
HbIX CNOB bUt 03HQYAET «KPOMEN: 1 HE KEHIOCH HUM HA KOM,
KpoMme.

Vocabulary and Grammar
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