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District of Prwnsyrvania, to wit:

E v xEmemeerep, That on the twentya

g’g‘ﬁ‘w’g‘% fourth day of Oober, in the ninetcenth

year of the Independence of the United States of

Sear. America, -Wrrrriam Harr, and WricLeEy and

& #% BERrIMAN, of the faid diltri&,_have depofited in

WBRBBBRE  this office, the Title of a Bﬁm}gﬁwher&
of they claim, as proprietors, in the words following, to wit : =

¢ A View of the United States of America, in a feries of pa-
¢ pers,. written at various times, between the years 1787, and
“ 17943 by Tencr Coxs, of Philadelphia; interfperfed with
¢ authentic documents: the whole tending to exhibit the progrefs,
¢ and prefent ftate of civil and religious liberty, population, agri-
¢ culture, exports, imports, filheries, navigation, fhip-building,.
¢ manufaltures, and general improvements >~ im—conformity to
the a& of the Congrefs of the United- States, intituled, ¢ An a&
for the encouragement of. Learning, by fecuring the copies of
Maps, Charts and Books, to the Authors and Proprietors of fuch
copies, during the times therein mentioned.” _

SAMUEL CALDWELL, Clrk of the
- Difric of Pennfylvania.
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A

PREFATORY NOTE

CITIZENS or PENNSYLVANIA.

A FTER the foliowing pages were delivered from the prefs
Jome obfervations upon thofe parts of their contents, whick
relate to our particular flate, occurred with very confederable
Jorce. Thefe were accompanied by interefting refleclions upon
the exifting circumflances of the country. It appeared ufeful to
tntroduce them in a prefatory note, that they might encourage
our perfeverance in the ancient line of policy and condud,
which have produced. effells fo tranfeendently favourable to
our local interefls, without injuftice to our fiffer flates, or to
the foreign world. '

1t appears by the return on the 476th page, that the flate of

Pennfylvania (or the aty of Philadelphia) exported in the

year, ending in September, 1793, of foreign and domeflic goods,

nearly feven eighths of the fum exported by New-York, Con-
: b



8 PREFATORY NOTE.

neélicut, Rhode-Iland, Maffachufitts, and New-Hampflire ; -
and that thofe exports of Philadelphia were 1,717,572 dol-
lars, more than all the exports of New-England. At the Jume
time, it is well known, that Baltimore recerved a confiderable
part of the produce of this flate, and that fome of it is ufually
Jent out by land to the Patowmac, and by water ihrovgh the
rever Ofio.  The migrators from New-England, New-York,
New- Ferfey, Delaware and Maryland, from Europe and in
that year, from the Weft-Indies, were confuming largely of
articles, which would otherwrfe have greatly increafed the va-
lue of our exportativws.

. —

Having reference to the number of tons and to the quality, it
will be found, that we burlt new veffels in the fame year to an
amount double that of any other port in the United States.

The increafe of the exports of the Unted Stales 2n flour,
Jince the year 1786, has been about 800,000 barrels. This
article is recerved by New-England, the Carolinas and Georgia,
in @ muck greater degree from the middle flaies, than it 15 ex-
ported from the former feven. This very great increafe is
therefore confined to Pennfylvania, New- Ferf'y, New-York,
Delaware, Maryland and Virginia; and it is not the principal
Saple of thetwo lafl flatzs, whick export more in value of tebacco
than of flour. The difference in the velue of the flour fhipped
Jrom thofe fix flates, in 1786, and that in 1793, is about fix
millions of dollars, calculating as well upon the increafe of price
as of quantity. The whole increafe of the exports of the union,
JSince March 1789, is about eight millions of dollars, of which
more than two millions were in foreign goods.
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Pennfylvania, and Maryland (which exports confiderably for

Pennfylvania) flipped, of domeftic and foreigngoods,in 1792,
Dollars, 6,370,904

The fame two flates [hipped in 1793, 10,645,855

The drfference in_favour of the laiter year was 4,274,951
dollars.  This was about_feventeen twentieth parts of the tn-
ereafe of the exports of the United States in the fame time.

The whole exports of New-York, in 1793, were 2,934,370

The mere increafe of the exports of Pennfylvania,
between 1792 and 1793, was 3,138,090

The exports of Pennfylvania, for the half year
ouly, ending on the 3ot/z Mam/z, 1794, were, Dols. 3,533,597

The increafe qf the exporl: of the United States, in 1793,
beyond thofe of 1792, was about 5,000,000 dollars, of whick
the aboue increafe of Pennfylvania alone, in that time, was

thirty-one fiftieth parts : or more than three fifths.

The population of Pennfylvania appears to have increafed,
in 23 years, nearly in the proportion of 39 to 91, though the
whole term of a revolutionary and invafive war of feven years
was wncluded*  This confiderably exceeds Dr. Franklin’s ¢f-
timate of doubling in twenty years. Now, that all New-Eng-
land is full, except Main and Vermont, the contiguous flates of .
New- Ferfey and Delaware are overflocked, and Maryland

* See page 481,



10 PREFATORY NOTE.

nearly fo ; and above all, now that Europe is full and much
difturbed, a curious rapidity of population is to be expelted in
a_flate with [o much unimproved land, difpofition and capacity
for manufalures, wealth, foreign intercourfe, energy and en-
terprife as Pennfylvania. The furplus population of New-
England, New- Ferfey, Delaware, and Maryland, at five per
cent. is abowve 60,000 perfons per annum ; and the _furplus of
the old fettlements of this flate is above twenty-two thoufand

per annum.

The plenty of pit<eal in Pennfylvania will very foon give it
an immenfe advantage over all the tntertor-country north and
eaft of it, in whick, though colder than Pennfylvania; 3545 not
known, that there is one coal mine open, or that there s any
eonfiderable appearance of that invaluable foffil. Wood and
timber are very much decreafed in the principal part of New-
England and in New- Ferfey, but is abundant in Maine and
Vermont, and inmany parts of NewYork.

“ It cannot be too much enforced and reiterated, that the inte- E
rior and weflern counties of Pennfylvania, and the weftern
country in gemeral, ought to procure, at any expence, the mofk
valuable breeding animals, whick can be obtained— Hor/es,
mares, horned caitle and fhecp : becaufe their diftance from -
the fea-pores diflates the moft intelligent and particular at-
tention to the grazing hufbandry. Horned cattle have been 3
driven to Philadelplea, from Maffackufetts and North-Caro-
lina, and mules from Conneéicut to Baltimore. The journey

Jrom the Okio to Philadelphia, is not more dyfficult. -

v
4o

R
i

The pradlice of the eaflern flates, in regard to [chools
Jerves the moft ferious attention of the wife and good. i
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appears to have refulted in New-England from thar Jettling
in townfkips of four, five and fix miles Jquare. Perhaps ut
would be mojt eafily accomplifhed in Pennfylvania by dividing
the flate into fuch townflups. The utmoft diftance from a
Jchool, in the centre of a divifion of four miles [quare, would
be very little more than a mile.

1t is obvioufly of the greatefl importance to this country and
to Pennfylvania, that its citizens fhould continue to be firmly
attached to the union of the American flates. An oppofite dif-
pofition would be an error the moft fatal and the moft extreme.

There was never applied, to the improvement and advange-
ment of Pennfylvania, [o great an aggregate of money as is
employed dire@ly or indireélly at the prefent time.  The im-
provements at the jfalls of Delaware, at Alexandria on the
Jamz river, oppofite to Bucks, at Wilfonville on the Walen-
paupack, at AffylumontheSy/qguehannak, at Connewaga by that
company, at the Brandywine, Schuylkill and Tulpehocken ca-
nals, at the Lancafler turnpike road, at the Black Friar falls
of Sufquehanna, in the private buildings at Pittfburg, the
malls, work-fhops and dwelling houfes in every lown and every
quarter of the flate, together with the expenditures upan roads,
bridges and rivers, amount to a prodigious fum, have attrad-
ed artifls, mechanics and labourers from other flates, and
even from Europe, and have catched the fiream of emigration
ere it paffed from eaft to wefl, and from north to fouth. It
may be truly faid, that the profits, not only of agriculture,
but of trade, manufallures, funds and banks are turned, to a
great amount, to the promotion of the landed interef?, by Penn-
Sylvanians, by many other Americans and foretgners of _/éve-
ral nations. -
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The manufaltured imports of the flate of Pennfylvaria,
are fomewhat lefs than thofe of New-York; though the ex-
ports of this flate are o much greater. This is a clear proof
of the magnitude of the manufaétures of Pennfylvania. Gun-
powder, linfeed oil, glue, paper, books, engravings, carriages,
braziery, copper ware, tin and pewter wares, iron caftings,
Jaddlery, hats, carriages for pleafure and work, paper hang-
ings, pafleboards, boots, fhoes, tanned and tawed leather,
parchments, earthen and flone ware, cedar ware, corn-fans,

Windfor and rufle bottom chairs, houfehold manufaltures of

woolen, cotton and-linen, [fet work, gold work, filver plate,

rolled and Jlit iron and fleel, and manufatiures_ t/zaeaj and
of lead, leather breeches, wbzp:, gloves, /zm:/emem capy, car-

touch boxes, canteens, fword blades, bayonets, mufquets, rifles,
drums, boats, [hips and veffels, beer, diftilled [pirits, and ma-

ny other articles to a great amount indeed, are manufaliured

tn the city of Philudelphia, in the boroughs, and in the coun-
ties of Pennfylvania ; are tranfported, in many inflances, by f
land and water, to feveral other flates ; and, in many in-

Slanees, are exported to foreign countries.  This is the real

caufe of a difference, which has attra@ed Jome obﬁ:rvation .

and this important circumflance is conceived to be one of the

Srongeft porits in favour of the refources, powers and effici-
ency of Pennfylvania. From this folid truth it is obvious,

that wpon an accurate and comprehenfive flatement of her
commerce, foreign and domeflic, by fea and land, a great ba-

lance would appear in jfavour of this flate.

The people of Pennfylvania owe very little money indeed, to. .

their American brethren, but on the contrary, have always |

much due to them on all fides.  They partake more largely
tn the ready money branches of foreign commerce, becaufe of

Yigicdnns
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their own valuable flaples and of the extent of their capital
and their habits of exporting to _foreign countries, from the
Jouthern ports, the produllions of thofe flates. Inthe credit
trades, they take a very lurge flare and ave fecond to none

n pum‘?ua[z’ty of paymeit.

The citizens of Pluladelphia confume in their arts, trades
and families, and export to foreign countries fo much of the
produce of the fifheries, that they appear to have a _/Zronrr in-
tereft to participate in them.  Wiile the Britifh and French
pan‘aée i the American ﬁ_/herzzx, and in the whale Jiffery of
every /i’a it will continue to be a matter of certainty, that
the enterprizing fhip owners and mariners of Philadelphia
may at any time make the experiment.

“The Jalls aud ideas in this note, relative to the fate of
Pmmlwma, togctker with tﬁqﬁg in the 41.% chapter of the
Jirft book and in the 6th chapter of the fecond book will tend
to prove to us, who are of that profperous flate, its very decp
intereft in maintaining juft government and public order,
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CHAPTER L
INTRODUCTORY REMARKS.

THE progreflive courfe of things, in young
countries, renders the tafk of thofe, who under-
take to treat of their affairs, particularly difficult.
The inceflant changes, produced by public opera-
tions and private induftry, occafion the reprefenta-
tions of one year to be imperfe& and diffimilar pic-.
tures, in thofe which follow foon after. Inno coun-
try have thefe obfervations been more ftrikingly ex-
emplified, than in the United States of America.
The atual fituation of many parts of their affairs is
nearly the reverfe of what it was at times within the
memory of children. This circumftance has fug-
‘gefted the idea, that colleftions of papers, which
bave been publithed at the different ftages of Ame-
rican affairs during the exifting peace, (hke thofe,
which cccupy this volume) introduced in each in-
ftance by concife explanatory remarks, and clofed
by fuch brief obfervations on its particular {ubjett,
A
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as arife in the prefent time, would be of confidera-
ble utility to thofe, who may defire to know, and
thoroughly to wunderftand the fituation of the
United States. The publications, now difpofed
in that form, were all produced in America by
the {ftate of things at the moment, and were giv-
en to the world wnhout any refervation as to the
writer’s name. It is an mterefhng preflumption,
therefore, to perfons abroad, that confiderable de-
pendance may be. reafonably placed by them up-
on faéts, which have been, in moft inftances, brought
forward with a view-te-the ufg of the inhabitants of
the United States, and which have been ftated,and
afferted, in the mofl public manner, before the beft
informed people of the country. Grofs deceptions,
or many erroneous reprefentations are not very
hkely to be found in fuch a colle&tion. It is, how-
ever, prudent and nece[fary to oblerve, that the
field of information and enquiry in the United States
is, fo extenﬁvc, diverfified and. vanable, that many
very. 1ntereﬁmg fafts remain unknown to their moft
‘attentive inhabitants. There is no doubt, there-
fore, that thofe, who are well acquainted with any
portion of the United States, will perceive many
'mﬁances of advantages, which are not contemplat- :
-ed in this colleftion. All that is intended to be af. -
Aﬁrmed in regard to the matter they comprlze, is, '
that the various allegations they contain were really
.warranted by truth or by fincere belief at the time
when they were written. .



