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THE

PREFACE

READER,
T HOU haft here the Beginning

and End of a Difcourfe concern-

ing Government ; what Fate has other
wile difpofed of the Papers that thould
have filled up the Middle, and were
more than all the ret, ’tis not worth
while to tell thee. Thele which re-
main, I hope are f{ufficient to eftablifh
the Throne of our great Reftorer, our
prefent King William ; to make good
his Ticle, in the Conlent of the People 5
which being the only one of all law-
ful Governments, he has more fully
and clearly, than any Prince in Chrif-
tendom 5 and to juftify to the World
the People of England, whole love of
cheir
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their juft and natural Rights, with their
Refolution to preferve them, faved the
Nation when it was on the very brink
of Slavery and Ruin. If thefe Papers
have thar Evidence I flatter my felf
is to be found in them, there will be
no great mifs of thofe which are loft,
and my Reader may be fatisfied with-
out them. For I imagine, I {hall have
neither the Time, nor Inclination to
rcpeat my Pains, and fill up the want-
ing part of my Anfwer, by tracing Sir
Robert again, thro’ all the Windings
and Oblcurities which are to be met
with in the {everal Branches of his won-
derful Syftem. The King, and Body
of the Nation, have fince {o thorowly
confuted his Hypothefis, that, I {uppofe,
no body hereafter will have either the
Confidence to appear againft our com-
mon Safety, and be again an Advocate
for Slavery ;5 or the Weaknefs to be de-
ceived with Contradictions dreffed up
in a popular Style, and well turned Pe-
riods. For if any one will be at the

Pains
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Pains himfelf, in thofe Parts which are
here untouched, to ftrip Sir Robert’s
Difcourfes of the Flourith of doubtful
Expreflions, and endeavour to reduce
his Words to direct, pofitive, intelli-
gible Propofitions, and then compare
them one with another, he will quick-
ly be fatisfied, there was never {o much
glib Nonfenfe put together in well
founding Englifb. 1If he think it not
worth while to examine his Works all
thro’, let him make an Experiment in
that Part where he treats of Ulurpation ;
and lét him try whether he can, with
all his Skill, make Sir Rober? intelligi-
ble, and confiftent with himfelf, or com-
mon Senfe. I fhould not peak {o plain-
ly of a Gentleman, long fince paft an-
fwering, had not the Pulpit, of late
Years, publickly owned his Doctrine,
and made it the current Divinity of the
Times. “Tis neceflary thofe Men, who,
taking on them to be Teachers, have fo
dangeroufly mifled others, fhould be
openly thewed of what Authority their

Patri-
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Patriarch, whom they have followed, is,
or ought to be; that fo they may ei-
ther recant what, upon fo ill Grounds,
they have vented, or juftify his Opini-
ons. For I fhould not have writ againft
Sir Robert, or taken the Pains to {hew
his Miftakes, Inconfiftences, and want
of (what he fo much boalts of, and
pretends wholly to build on) Scripture-
Proofs, were there not Men amongft
us, who, by crying up his Books, and
efpoufing his Doctrine, fave me from
the Reproach of writing againft a dead
Adverfary. They have been fo zea-
lous in this Point, that if T have done
him any wrong, I cannot hope they
fhould {pare me. I wifh, where they
have done the Truth and the Publick
wrong, (there being fcarce a greater
Mifchief to Prince and People, than the
propagating wrong Notions concerning
Government) they would be as ready
to redrefs it: And that all Times
(.

might not have reafon to complain of

the Drum Ecclefiaffick. 1f any one,

concern
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concerned really for Trach, underrake
the Confutation of my Hypothefis, 1
promife him either to recant my Mif-
take, upon fair Convifion ; or to an-
fwer his Diffreulties. Buc he muft re-
member two Things ;

Farft, That cavilling here and there,
at fome Expreffion, or lirtle Incident
of my Dilcourle, is not an Anfwer to
my Book.

Seconddy, That 1 fhall not take Rail-
ing for Arguments, nor think either of
thefe worth my Notice. Tho I fhall
always look on my felf as bound to
give Satisfattion to any ‘one, who {hall
appear to be confcientioully fcrupulous
in the Point, and fhall {hew any juft
Grounds for his Scruples,

I have nothing more, but to advertife
the Reader, that

A. ftands for our Author,
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O. for his Obfervations on Hobbes,
Milton, &.

Andthat a bare Quotation of Pages,
always means Pages of his Pa-
triarcha, Ediz. 1681.

BOOK



(1)
EEBEERBINNILEEEDI S NS
S SR PG, MO R I e s
FTEE PTEOTETTISTTY LTI TEPTT

THE

FirstT TREATISE

CONCERNING

GOVERNMENT.

CHAP L

X Lavery is fo vile and miferable an
: n. Eftate of Man, and fo directly oppo-
isi fite to the generous Temper and
R Courage of our Nation ; that ’tis
hardly to be conceived, that an Englifbman, much
lefs a Gentleman, fhould plead for't. And truly I
fhould have taken Sir Robert Filmer’s Patriarcha, as
any other Treatife which would perfuade all Men
that they are Slaves, and ought to be fo, for fuch
another Exercife of Wit, as was his, who writ the
Encomium of Nero, rather than for a ferious Dif-
courfe meant in earneft; had not the Gravity of the
Title and Epiftle, the Piture in the Front of the

Book, and the Applaufe that followed it, required me
to.




2 The Firft Treatife Chap. 1.

to believe, that the Author and Publither were both
in earneft. I therefore took it into my hands with
all the Expectation, and read it thro’ with all the
Attention due to a Treatife that made fuch a Noife
at its coming abroad ; and cannot but confefs my felf
mightily furprized, that in a Book, which was to pro-
vide Chains for all Mankind, I fhould find nothing
but 2 Rope of Sand, ufeful perhaps to fuch, whofe
Skill and Bufinefs it is to raife a Duft, and would blind
the People, the better to miflead them 5 but in truth
not of any Force to draw thofe into Bondage, who
have their Eyes open, and fo much Senfe about them,
as to confider, that Chains are but an ill wearing, how
much Care foever hath been taken to file and polith
them.

§ 2. If any one think I take too much liberty in
fpeaking fo freely ofa Man, who is the great Cham-
pion of Abfolute Power, and the Idol of thofe who
worfhip it; I befeech him to make this {fmall allow-
ance for once, to one, who, even after the reading of
Sir Robers’s Book, cannot but think himfelf, as the
Laws allow him, a Freeman :- And I know no Fault
it is to do fo, unlefs any one better skill’d in the Fate
of it, thanI, fhould have it reveal’d to him, that this
Treatfe, which has lain dormant fo long, was, when
it appeared in the World, to carry, by the ftrength of
its Arguments, all Liberty out of it ; and that from
thenceforth our Author’s fhort Model was to be the
Pattern in the Mount, and the perfedt Standard of
Politicks for the future. His Syftem lies in a little
compafs, ’ris no more but this,

That all Government is Abfolute Monarchy.

And the Ground he builds on, 15 this,

That no Man is born free,

§ 3. In chis laft Age a Generation of Men has {prung
up amongft us, that would flatter Princes with an
Opinion, that they have a Divine Right to abfolute
Power, let the Laws by which they arc con{’cicutcd(i

an



concermng Government. 3

and are to govern, and the Conditions under which
they enter upon their Authority, be what they will,
and their Engagements to obferve them never fo well
ratified by folemn Oaths and Promifes. To make
way for this Doltrine; they have denied Mankind a
Right to natural Freedom ; whereby they have not
only, as much as in them lies, expofed all Subjedts
to the utmoft Mifery of Tyranny and Opprefiion,
but have alfo unfettled the Titles, and fhaken the
Thrones of Princes ; (for they too, by thefe Mens
Syftem, except only one, are all born Slaves, and by
Divine Right, are Subjefts to Adam’s right Heir :) As
if they had defign’d to make War upon all Govern-
ment, and fubvert the very Foundations of Human
Society, to ferve their prefent Turn.

§ 4. However we mult believe them upon their own
bare Words, when they tell us, 'We are all born
Slaves, and muft continue fo, there is no Remedy
for it 3 Life and Thraldom we enter’d into together,
and can never be quit of the one, tll we part with
the other. Scripture or Reafon I am {ure do not any
where fay fo, notwithftanding the noife of Divine
Right, as if Divine Authority hath fubjeted us to
the unlimited Will of another. An admirable State
of Mankind, and that which they have not had Wit
enough to find out till this latter Age. For how-
ever Sir Robert Filmer feems to condemn the Novelry of
the contrary Opinion, Patr. p. 3. yetlI believe it will
be hard for him to find any other Age, or Country
of the World, but this, which has afferted Monarchy
to be Fure Diwino. And he confefles, Pair. p. 4.
That Heyward, Blackwood, Barclay, and others, that
bave bravely wvindicated the Right of Kings in moft
Points, never thought of this, but wiib one Con-
Jent admitted the Naiural Liberty and Equality of
Mankind,
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5. By whom this Doétrine came at firft to be
broach’d, and brought in fathion amongft us, and
what fad Effe@s it gave rife to, I leave to Hiftorians
to relate, or to the Memory of thofe, who were
Cotemporaries with Sibthorp and Manwaring, to re-
colle&t. My bufinefs at prefent is only to confider
what Sir R. F. who is allowed to have carried this
Argument fartheft, and is fuppofed to have brought
it to perfection, has faid in it; for from him every
one, who would be as fathionable as French was ac
Court, has learned, and runs away with this fhort
Syftem of Politicks, wiz. Men are not born free, and
therefore could never have the Liberty to cheoe either
Governorsy, or Forms of Government. Princes have their
Power abfolure, and by Divine Right; for Slaves
could never have a Right to compaét or confent.
Adam was an abfolute Monarch, and {o are all Princes
ever fince.

CHAP IL
Of Paternal and Regal Power.

§ 6. SIR R. F?s great Pofition is, that Men are not
naturally free. Thisis the Foundation on which

his abfolute Monarchy ftands, and from which it
ereéts it felf to an height, that its Power is above
every Power, Caput inter mubila, fo high above all’
earthly and human Things, that Thought can fcarce
reach it; that Promifes and Oaths, which tye the in-
finite Deity, cannotconfine it. But if this Foundation
fails, all his Fabrick falls with it, and Governments
muft be left again to the old way of being made by
Contrivance, and the Confent of Men (As3¢emivn x7icis)
making ufe of their Reafon t6 unite together into
Society.
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Socicty. To prove this grand Pofition of his, he
tells us, p. 12. Men are born in [ubjection to their Pa-
rents, and therefore cannot be free. = And this Au-
thority of Parents, he calls Royal Authority, p. 12,
14.  Fatherly Authoritv, Right of Fatherbood, p.
12, 20. One would have thought he would, in the
beginning of fuch a Work as this, ona which was to-
depend the Authority of Princes, and the Obedience-
of Subjeéls, have told us exprefly, what that fatherly
Authority is, have defined it, tho not limited it ; be-
caufe in fome other Treatife of his he tells us, ’tis
unlimited, and ¥ unlimitable : he thould at leaft
have given us fuchan Account of it, that we might
have had an entire Notion of this Fatherbaod, or
Fatherly Authority, whenever it came in our way in
his Writings. This I-expeéted to have found in the
firt Chapter of his Patriarcha. But inftead thereof,
having, en” paffant, (1.) made his Obeyfance to the
Arcana Imperii, p. 5. (2.) Made his Compliment to
the Rights and Liberties of this, or anyother Nation, p. 6,
which he is going prefently to null and deftroy ; and
(3.) Made his Leg to thofe learned Men, ‘who did not
{ee fo far into the matter- as himf{elf, p. 7. he comes
to fall on Bellarmine, p. 8. and, by a Victory over
him, eftablithes his Fatherly Authority beyond any
queftion.  Bellarmine being routed by his own Con-
feffion, p. 11. the Day is clear got, and there is no
more need of any Forces : For having done that, I
obferve not that he ftates the Queftion, or rallies up
any Arguments to rnake good his Opinion, but ra-
ther tells us the Story, as he thinks fir, of this

* In Grants and Gifis thas bave their Original from God oy Na-
sure, as vhe Power of the Farher hath, no inferior Power of Man
can limit, mor make any Law of Prefecription againft them.
O. 158.

The Scripture teaches, that Supreme Power was originally in the
Fasker, withous any Limitation. O. 245,

B3 ftrange
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ftrange kind of domineering Phantom, called the
Fatherbood, which whoever could catch, prefently
got Empire, and unlimited abfalute Power. He af-
fures us how this Fatherhood began in Adam, con-
tinued its Courfe, and kept the World in order all
the time of the Patriarchs tll the Flood, got out of
the Ark with Nogh and his Sons, made and fuppor-
ted all the Kings of the Earth till the Captivity of
the Ifracelites in Egypt 5 and then the poor Fatherbood
was under Hatches, till God by giving the Ifraclites
Kings, re-eftablifbed the antient and prime Right of the
lineal Succeffion in Paternal Government. This is his
Bufinefs from 2. 12. to 19. And then obviating an
Objection, and clearing a Difficulty or two with one
half Reafon, p. 23. o confirm the Natural Right of
Regal Power, he ends the firft Chapter. I hope-’us
no Injury to call an half Quotation an half Reafon :
for God fays, Henour tby Father and Mother ; but our
Author contents himfelf with half, leaves out by Mo-
tber quite, as little ferviceable ta his Purpofe. But
of that more in another Place.

§ 7. I do not think our Author fo little skill’d in the
way of writing Difcourfes of this Nature, nor fa
carelefs of the Point in hand, that he by over-fight
commits the Fault that he himfelf, in his Anarchy of
a mix’d Monarchy, p.239. objelts to Mr. Hunton in
thefe Words : Where firft I charge the A, that be bath
not given us any Definition, or Defeription of Monarchy
in general ; for by the Rules of Method, be fhould have
Fri# defird. And by the like Rule of Method Sir
Robert thould have told us, what his Fatherbood or
Futherly Autherity s, before he had told us, in whom
1t was to be found, and talked fo much of it. But
perhaps Sir Robers found, that this Fatherly Authority,
this Power of Fathers, and of Kings, for he makes
them both the fame, 2. 24. wauld make a very odd
and frightful Figure, and very difagreeing, with what
exther Children mmagine of their Parents, or Subjetts

o
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of their Kings, if he fhould have given us the whole
Draught tocrether in that gwantxck Form, he had
pamted it 1 his own Fancy; and therefore, likea
wary Phyfician, when he would have his Patient fwal-
low fome harfh or corrofive Liguor, he mingles it
with a large Quantity of thar which may dllute its
that the {catter’d Parts may go down with lefs feel-
ing, and caufe lefs Averfion.

§ 8. Let us then endeavour to find what Account
he gives us of this Fatherly Authority, as it lies fcat-
ter’d in the feveral Parts of his Writings. And
firft, as it was vefted in Adam, he fays, Not only
Adam, but the fucceeding Patrigrchs, bad by Right of.
Fatherbood Royal Autherity over their Children, p. 12.
This Lord/bip which Adam by Command had over the
whole World, and by Right defcending from bim the Pa-
triarchs did enfoy, was as large and ample as the abjo-
lute Dominion of any Monarch, which bath been fince
the Creation, p. 13. Dominion of Life and Death,
naking War, and concluding Peace, p.13. Adam and
the Patriarchs bad abfolute Power of Life and Death,
P. 35. Kings, in the Right of Parents, [ucceed to the
Exercife of fupreme Furifdiftion, p.19. As Kiugly
Power is by the Law of God, [o it bath no inferior
Law to lLimit it, Adam was Lord of all, p. 40. The
Father of a anily governs by no other Law, than by
bisown Will, p.78. The Superiority of Princes is above
Laws, p.79. The unlimited Furifdiction of Kings is fo
qmply deferibed by Samuel, p, 8o, Kings are above the
Laws, p.93. Andto chis purpofe fee a great deal
more which our A. deliversin Bodin’s Words : It is
certain, that all Laws, Privileges, and Grants of Prin-
ces, bave no Force, but during their Lifes if they be not
ratified by the expnﬁ Confent, or by [ufferance of the
Prince following, efpecially Privileges, ©O. p. 279.
Tbe Reafon why Laws bave been alfo made by Kings,

was this 3 When Kings were either bufied with Wars, or
daftradted with publick Cares, fa that every private Ma/;
cotl
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could not bave Accefs to their Perjons, to learn their
Wills and Pleafure, then were Laws of Neceffity in-
wented, that [o every particular Subjeft might find bis
principal Pleafure decyjher’d unto bim in the Tables of bis
Laws, p.92. In a Monarchy the King muft by necef~
Jity be above the Laws, p. 100. A perfect Kingdom is
thas, wherein the King rules all things accordirg to his
own Will, p. 100.  Neither Common nor Statute Laws
are, or can be, any Diminution of that gereral Power,
which Kings bave over their People by right of Father-
bood, p.115. Adam was the Father, King, and Lord
ocver bis Family 5 a Son, a Subjeit, and a Servant or
Slave, were one and the fame thing at firff. The Fa-
ther bad Power to difpofe or fell bis Children or Servants ;
whence we find, that the firft reckoning up of Goodsin
Scripture, the Man-Servant and the Maid-Servant, are
numbred among the Poff ffions and Subftance of the Own-
er, as other Goods were, O. Pref. God alfo bath
givento the Father a Right or Liberty, to alien bus Power
over bis Children to any other 3 whence we find the Sale
and Gift of Children to bave been much in ufe in the
Beginning of the World, when Men bad their Servants
for a Poffeffion and an Inberitaice, as well asother Goods s
whereupon we find the Power of Caftrating and making
Eunuchs much in ufe inold times, O. p. 155. Lawis
notbing elfe but the Will of bim that hath the Power of
the fupreme Fatber, O. p. 223. It was God’s Ords-
nance that the Supremacy fhould be unlimited in Adam,
and as large as all the As of bis Wills and as in bim,
Jo in all others that have fupreme Power, O. p.245.

§ 9. Ihavebeen fain to trouble my Reader with thefe
feveral Quotations in our A’s own Words, that in
them might be feen his own Defcription of his Fa-
therly Autbority, as it lies featter’d up and down in his
Writings, which he fuppofes was firft vefted in Adam,
and by Right belongs to all Princes ever fince. This
Fa:berly Authority then, or Right of Fatherbood, in
our A’ Senfe, is a Divine unalterable Right of

Sovereignty,



