TRAVELS

IN

N U BI A







Lok Lewis Burchharde, Aitat. 2.

Ftched by Angelica Clarke. trom the original, drawing by Slater.

Lubdlished as thedct divects, Dec.1019,8y Tokn Mecrray, Albemarle Sereet.



e

| —= TRAVELS

IN

N U DT A;

BY THE LATE

JOHN LEWIS BURCKHARDT.

PUBLISHED BY THE
ASSOCIATION FOR PROMOTING THE DISCOVERY
OF THE
INTERIOR PARTS OF AFRICA.

WITH MAPS, &c.

LONDON :

JOHN MURRAY, ALBEMARLE STREET.
1819.



PRINTED BY W. BULMER AND CO. CLEVELAND ROW, ST. JAMES’S.



THE

ASSOGIATION

FOR
PROMOTING THE DISCOVERY

OF THE

INTERIOR PARTS OF AFRIGA.

|

- THE COMMITTEE.

Tue Marquis oF Hastings, K. G

TrE EArL oF Morron, K. T.

TrE EARrL oF ABERDEEN, K. T.

Tue EarL SPENCER, K. G.

TuE EARL oF CALEDON.

Tue RicaT HoN. CHARLES YORKE.

Tue Ricar Hon. Sir Josera Banks, G. C. B.
LievuTeNaNT CoLONEL LEAKE.

Wiittiam Hamivron, Esq.  Secretary.

The Earl of Carlisle. Sir Harry Englefield, Bart.

The Earl of Carysfort. The Hon. and Rev. Francis Egerton.
The Right Hon. Lord Clive. The Right Hon. Lord Gwydir.
Robert Chaloner Esq. M. P. The Rev. Thomas Gisborne.
Thomas Coutts, Esq. George Gostling, Esq.

The Earl of Darnley. The Earl of Guildford.



THE AFRICAN ASSOCIATION.

The Earl of Hardwicke, K. G.
George Harrison, Esq.

The Earl of Harrowby.

The Marquis of Hertford, K. G.
Charles Hoare, Esq.

Henry Hoare, Esq.

Henry Hugh Hoare, Esq.

Sir Everard Home, Bart.
Richard Payne Knight, Esq.
The Right Hon. Lord Lovaine, M. P.
Thomas Legh, Esq. M.P.

John Maitland, Esq.

John Motteux, Esq.

The Earl of Mountnorris.

D. L. North, Esq. M. P.

William Morton Pitt, Esq. M. P.
James Rennell, Esq.

Henry Salt, Esq.

The Reverend William Smelt.
John Symmonds, Esq.

Sir William Watson, Bart.
William Wilberforce, Esq. M. P.
Roger Wilbraham, Esq.

Right Rev. the Bishop of Winchester.
The Right Hon. Lord Yarborough.



CONTENTS.

Memoir on the Life and Travels of John Lewis Burckhardt. -

Journey along the Banks of the Nile, from Assouan to Mahass, on
the Frontiers of Dongola. - - - -

Description of a Journey from Upper Egypt through the Deserts
of Nubia to Berber and Suakin, and from thence to Djidda

m Arabia. - - - - - -

APPENDIX.

No. 1. TItinerary from the Frontiers of Bornou, by Bahr el Gha-
zal, and Darfour, to Shendy. - - - -
No. II.  Some Notices on the Countries of Soudan, west of Dar-
four ; with Vocabularies of the Borgho and Bornou Languages ;
collected at Cairo from Negroe Pilgrims. - -

No. III. Translation of the Notices on Nubia contained in
Makrizi’s History and Description of Egypt, called El Khetat,
&c. ; with Notes. - - - - - -

163

477

484

493



Page
XXIX,
xlv,

Ixxxi,
166,
167,
272,
299,
362,
487,
ib,
488,
ib.

ERRATA.

for Manali Arabs, read Maw4li Arabs.

Jor divided from the north of Djebal, read divided to the north
from Djebal.

Jor the, read this.

for twenty-eight dollars, read twenty-five dollars.

for Mixdbeeos, read MeyaGegos.

JSor parts of Asia Minor, read ports of Asia Minor.
for March 18th, réad May 18th.

for Moslems, read Moslims.

for map, read maps.

for tamirisk, read tamarisk.

for nothern read northern.



MEMOIR

ON

THE LIFE AND TRAVELS

or

JOHN LEWIS BURCKHARDT.




MEMOIR, d&e.

JOHN Lewis BurckuARDT was of an eminent family of Basle,
but born at Lausanne. He was the eighth child of John Rodolph
Burckhardt, commonly called Burckhardt of Kirshgarten from
the name of his mansion in the city of Basle.

Burckhardt of Kirshgarten began life with the best prospects, but
they were soon blighted by the French revolution; from the very
beginning of which he became involved in a series of dangers and
difficulties, which at one time had nearly brought him to the scaffold.
On the accusation of having been concerned in betraying the Téte-
de-pont at Huningen to the Austrians, when they besieged that
fortress in the year 1796-7, he was tried for his life by the French
party at Basle; and although, in consequence of the undoubted
proofs of his innocence brought forward upon his trial, he was
released from prison, he found it impossible to remain in the
power of the French, as he had certain information of his being upon
the list of those who were to be destroyed either by open or secret
means. He entered into a Swiss corps in English pay, but was un-
der the necessity of leaving his wife and children at Basle, to save
the family if possible from total ruin. Here his son Lewis Burck-
hardt was a daily witness of the misery suffered under the republican
French, and here he imbibed, at a very early age, a detestation of
their principles, and a resolution never to bend under their yoke.
It was his wish to serve in the armies of some nation which should
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be at war with France; but he was first desirous of completing his
education, which with the exception of two years in an establish-
ment at Neuchatel, had been hitherto under the care of a person
residing in his father’s house.

In the year 1800, being then 16 years of age, he was carried by
his father, Colonel Burckhardt, to the university of Leipzig, from
whence after a stay of near four years he was removed to Got-
tingen. Inboth places his exemplary conduct and high feelings of
honour, his distinguished talents and ardent zeal for knowledge,
ensured him universal esteem and respect; while a remarkable
frankness, cheerfulness, kindness, and evenness of temper, made
him particularly beloved by his more intimate acquaintance. After
leaving Gottingen in 1805, he returned to his father, and remained
also a short time with his mother at Basle. Uncertain what plan
to pursue, unable to find upon the continent any nation which
was not either subject to the French or in alliance with them, and
having for these reasons rejected an offer made to him by one of
the royal courts of Germany to enter the diplomatic line, he
resolved at length upon proceeding to England, in the hope of
meeting some opening to his wishes in the service of this country.
He arrived in London in the month of July, 1806, bringing with
him several excellent letters of introduction, among which was one
to Sir Joseph Banks, from Professor Blumenbach of Géttingen.
The President of the Royal Society had long been an active
member of the Committee of the African Association, which at that
time had more than begun to despair of any further intelligence
from Mr. Horneman, and in the following year received an account
of the death of another of their travellers, Mr. Henry Nicholls, at
Old Calabar, in the bight of Benin, where he was preparing him-
self for an expedition into the interior country.

The result of the information obtained by the travellers of the
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Association on the Western side of Africa, compared with that trans-
mitted by Mr. Horneman from the North, had now rendered it
advisable to make a new attempt in the latter direction. These
wishes of the Association soon became known to Burckhardt,
through his acquaintance with some of the leading members. To a
mind equally characterised by courage, a love of science and a
spirit of enterprise, such an undertaking afforded peculiar attrac-
tions, and accordingly it was not long before Burckbardt made an
offer of his services to Sir Joseph Banks and the Rev. Dr. Hamilton.
The latter, who was at that time Treasurer and acting Secretary of
the Association, perceiving him to be undismayed by the strong
representations of danger, which it was peculiarly right to make to
a person of his birth and education, and having found him admira-
bly adapted to the undertaking by his natural and acquired talents,
as well as by the vigour of his constitution, laid his offer before
the Association at the next general meeting in May, 1808. The
offer was willingly accepted, and Burckhardt received his instruc-
tions on the 25th of January, 1809, having diligently employed
the interval in London and Cambridge in the study of the Arabic
language, and of those branches of science which were most ne-
cessary in the situation wherein he was about to be placed. He
allowed his beard to grow and assumed the Oriental dress : he at-
tended lectures on chemistry,astronomy, mineralogy, medicine and
surgery, and in the intervals of his studies he exercised himself
by long journeys on foot, bareheaded, in the heat of the sun, sleep-
ing upon the ground, and living upon vegetables and water.

As an intimate knowledge of Arabic was the most important
of all acquirements, our traveller was instructed to proceed in
the first instance to Syria, where at the same time that he studied
the language in one of its purest schools, he might acquire a ha-
bitude of Oriental manners at a distance from those countries
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which were to be the scene of his researches, and consequently
without much risque of being afterwards recognised. After a stay
of two years in Syria, he was instructed to proceed to Cairo, from
whence, accompanying the Fezzan caravan to Mourzouk by the
same route traversed by Horneman, he was directed to make that
town the point of his departure for the interior countries.

On the 2d of March, 1809, Burckhardt sailed from Cowes on
board of a merchant ship, proceeding with convoy to the Mediterra-
nean, and he arrived at Malta in the middle of April, from whence
he addressed two letters to Sir Joseph Banks, of which the following
are extracts :

Extract of o letter dated Malta, April 22, 1809.

You will be much interested in hearing that at this moment an attempt is making to
explore the Interior of Africa; and that I have, unknowingly, entered upon my expedi-
tion as rival to a gentleman who is probably by this time in the scene of action. I was
allowed the perusal of a letter from Dr. Seetzen to Mr. Barker, who is a merchant of
Malta, and brother to the British Consul at Aleppo. Dr. Seetzen is a German physician,
who was sent five or six years ago by the Duke of Saxe-Gotha into the Levant, to collect
manuscripts and Eastern curiosities. He has resided for a considerable length of time at
Constantinople, at Smyrna, at Aleppo, at Damascus, and for the last eighteen months at
Cairo, from whence his letter to Mr. Barker is dated on the 9th of February last. After
remarking that he had sent off from Cairo to Gotha a collection of fifteen hundred
manuscripts and three thousand different objects of antiquity, he informs Mr. Barker
that he is waiting for the next caravan to set out for Suez ; that he means to go down
the eastern coast of the Red Sea, and then entering Afkica to the southward of the Line,
to explore its interior parts. Such are his expressions.

The late Bey of Tripoli is a: present a fugitive at Malta: he is a much respected old
man; his name Akhmed Karamaly: five or six years ago he was dispossessed of his
throne by his brother, the present reigning Bey. I take Akhmed to be the Bey men-
tioned in Horneman’s letters. He has at length come to a compromise with his brother,
who has ceded to him the province of Derna, and promises not to molest him there, pro-
vided he keeps quiet himself; and Akhmed is now going to take possession of his new
territory. T had never heard before that Derna was a dependency of Tripoli; the country
was generally, I think, supposed to be inhabited by free tribes of Arabs. It is much to
b regretted that the whole extent of that coast, from Mesurata to Derna, and almost as
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far as Alexandria, should still remain unsurveyed ; no accurate soundings have been taken
along the shore, and its inland parts, even those nearest the sea, are totally unknown. I
am assured that there are three safe anchoring places between Derna and Alexandria;
the harbour of Bomba,* formed by an island lying across the bay, is particularly spoken of
as able to contain almost any number of ships and of any size. When the French fleet,
under Admiral Gantheaume victualled Corfu last year, and escaped the vigilance of Lord
Collingwood’s cruising squadrons, they were hid for some time, with their fore and top
masts struck, behind the island of Bomba, and were passed unnoticed. The Malta pilots
are perfectly well acquainted with all the inlets of the coast, but their intelligence is little
to be depended upon, because the safety of many of their privateers depends upon an
exclusive knowledge of that part of the Mediterranean. An English traveller might,
under the protection of the governor of Malta, and of the new sovereign of Derna, who
is said to be very much attached to this country, visit with great personal safety, the
ancient site of Berenice, Cyrene, and the gardens of the Hesperides.

Some account of the recent eruption of Mount Atna has probably already reached you ;
until you receive a detailed description of it, even such a superficial account as I have
received from different quarters may perhaps prove acceptable to you. It was from the
letter of an English gentleman who was on the spot, that I obtained the following account.

The time of the first eruption is not mentioned, but on the 27th of March, Messina
was covered with ashes and cinders early in the morning. The children said it rained
black snow. No earthquake seems to have been felt. A new crater, approaching in size to
that of the Monti Rossi, had been formed; and in the neighbourhood of it, seven or eight
small ones ; they lie in the direction of Lingua-grossa, about three or four miles from that
place, and at an equal distance from Castiglione. On the other side of the mountain, over
Nicolosi and over Randazzo, two other craters have opened ; the old crater at the summit
was also smoking, so that the whole mountain seems to have been in combustion. The
principal stream of lava took the slope towards Franca Villa and Castiglione ; its breadth
varied, according to the shape of the country, from twenty yards to one mile. On the
steepest part where the lava was most liquid, it flowed between three and four miles an
hour ; at other places, and particularly where it approached the vineyards of Franca Villa,
its rate was only about fifty yards during the same space of time. As it ran down a
very woody country, the breaking down of the forest and its ingulphing in the fiery waves
are described as a most sublime spectacle. On the 12th of April the eruption had nearly
subsided, but the inhabitants, for whose relief the English had raised a subscription, were
in dread of new eruptions.

* Bomba was a Greek colony under the name of Plateia. It was the first possession of the
Greeks on the coast of Africa. (Herodot. 1. 4. ¢. 151.)





