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Faruer PAUL SARPL

ATHER PAUL, whofe name, before he

entered into the monaftic life, was Peter Sarpi,
was born at Venice, Auguft 14, 1552. His father
followed merchandize, but with {fo little fuccefs,
that, at his death, he left his family very ill provided
for, but under the care of a mother, whofe piety was
likely to bring the blefling of Providence upon them,
and whofe wife condut fupplied the want of fortune
by advantages of greater value.

Happily for young Sarpi, fhe had a brother,
mafter of a celebrated {chool, under whofe direction
he was placed by her. Here he loft no time, but
cultivated his abilities, naturally of the firft rate,
with unwearied application. He was born for ftudy,
having a natural averfion to pleafure and gaiety, and
a memory fo tenacious, that he could repeat thirty
verfes upon once hearing them.

Proportionable to his capacity was his progrefs in
literature: at thirteen, having made himfelf mafter
of {chool-learning, he turned his ftudies to philofophy
and the mathematicks, and entered upon logick under
Capella of Cremona, who, though a celebrated mafter

B2 of



4 FATHER PAUL SARPI

of that {cience, confefled himfelf in a very little time
unable to give his pupil farther inftruétions.

-As Capella was of the order of the Servites, his
fcholar was induced, by his acquaintance with him,
to engage in the fame profeflion, though his uncle
and his mother reprefented to him the hardthips and
aufterities of that kind of life, and advifed him with
great zeal againft it. But he was fteady in his refolu-
tions, and in 1566 took the habit of the order, being
then only in his 14th year, a time of life in moft per-
fons very improper for fuch engagements, but in him
attended with fuch maturity of thought, and fuch a
fettled temper, that he never feemed to regret the
choice he then made, and which he confirmed by a
folemn publick profeffion in 1572.

At a general chapter of the Servites, held at
Mantua, Paul (for fo we fhall now call him) being
then only twenty years old, dlﬁmgmfhed himfelf fo
much in a publick difputation by his genius and learn-
ing, that William duke of Mantua, a great patron of
letters, folicited the confent of his fuperiors to retain
him at his court, and not only made him publick pro-
feflor of divinity in the cathedral, but honoured him
with many proofs of his efteem.

But Father Paul, finding a court life not agree-
able to his temper, quitted it two years afterwards,
and retired to his beloved privacies, being then not
only acquainted with the Latin, Greek, Hebrew, and
Chaldee languages, but with philofophy, the mathe-
maticks, canon and civil law, all parts of natural
philofophy, and chemiftry itfelf; for his application
was unintermitted, his head clear, hisapprehenfion
quick, and his memory retentive,

Being



FATHER PAUL SARPL 5

Being made a prieft at twenty-two, he was diftin-
guifhed by the illuftrious cardinal Borromeo with his
confidence, and employed by him on many occafions,
not without the envy of perfons of lefs merit, who
were fo far exafperated as to lay a charge againft him,
before the inquifition, for denying that the Trinity
could be proved from the firft chapter of Genefis;
~ but the accufation was too ridiculous to be taken
notice of. ’

After this he paffed fucceffively through the digni-
ties of his order, and in the intervals of his employ-
ment applied himfelf to his ftudies with fo extenfive a
. capacity, as left no branch of knowledge untouched.
By him Acquependente, the great anatomift, con-
fefles that he was informed how vifion is performed;
and there are proofs that he was not a ftranger to the
circulation of the blood. He frequently converfed
upon aftronomy with mathematicians, upon anatomy
with furgeons, upon medicine with phyficians, and
with chemifts upon the analyfis of metals, not as a
fuperficial enquirer, but as a complete mafter.

But the hours of repofe, that he employed fo well,
were interrupted by a new information in the inqui-
fition, where a former acquaintance produced a letter
written by him in cyphers, in which he faid, < that
¢ he detefted the court of Rome, and that no pre-
¢ ferment was obtained there but by difhoneft
¢ means.” This accufation, however dangerous,
was paffed over on account of his great repuration,
but made fuch impreffion on that court, that he was
afterwards denied a bifhoprick by Clement VIII,
After thefe difficulties were furmounted, Father Paul
again retired to his folicude, where he appears, by

B3 fome



6 "FATHER PAUL SARPL

fome writings drawn up by him at that time, to have
turned his attention more to improvements in piety
than learning. Such was the care with which he
read the {criptures, that, it being his cuftom to draw
a line under any paffage which he intended more
nicely to confider, there was not a fingle word in his
New Teftament but was underlined ; the fame marks
of attention appeared in his Old Teftament, Pfalter,
and Breviary.

But the moft active fcene of his life began about
the year 1615, when Pope Paul Vth, exafperated by
fome decrees of the fenate of Venice that interfered
with the pretended rights of the church, laid the
whole ftate under an interdict.

The fenate, filled with indignation at this treat-
ment, forbade the bifhops to receive or publith the
Pope’s bull; and convening the refors of the
churches, commanded them to celebrate divine fer-
vice in the accuftomed manner, with which moft of
them readily complied; but the Jefuits and fome
others refufing, were by a folemn edic expelled the
ftate.

Both parties, having proceeded to extremities,
employed their ableft writers to defend their meafures:
on the Pope’s fide, among others, Cardinal Bellar-
mine entered the lifts, and with his confederate authors
defended the papal claims with great fcurrility of ex-
preflion, and very fophiftical reafonings, which were
confuted by the Venetian apologifts in much more
decent language, and with much greater folidity of
argument. .

On this occafion Father Paul was moft eminently
diftinguithed, by his Defence of the Rights of 1be fu-

o preme



FATHER PAUL SARPL 7

preme Magifirate, his Treatife ¢f Excommunication
tranflated from Gerfon, with an Apology, and other
writings, for which he was cited before the inquifition
at Rome; but it may be eafily imagined that he did
not obey the fummons.

The Venetian writers, whatever might be the abi-
lities of their adverfaries, were at leaft fuperior to them
in the juftice of their caufe. The propofitions main~
tained on the fide of Rome were thefe: That the
Pope is invefted with all the authority of heaven and
earth. That all princes are his vaffals, and that he
may annul their laws at pleafure. That kings may
appeal to him, as he is temporal monarch of the
whole earth. That he can difcharge fubjets from
their oaths of allegiance, and make it their duty to
take up arms againft their fovereign. That he may
depofe kings without any fault committed by them,
if the good of the church requires it: that the clergy
are exempt from all tribute to kings, and are not
accountable to them. even in cafes of high-treafon.
That the Pope cannot err: that his decifions are to
be received and obeyed on pain of fin, though all the
world thould judge them to be falfe: that the Pope is
God upon earth; that his fentence and that of God
are the fame; and that to call bis power in queftion,
is to call in queftion the power of God: maxims
equally fhocking, weak, pernicious, and abfurd!
which did not require the abilities or learning of Fa-
ther Paul, to demontftrate their falfchood, and deftruc-
tive tendency.

It may be eafily imagined that fuch principles were
quickly overthrown, and that no court but that of
Rome thought it for its intereft to favour them.

B4 The



8 FATHER PAUL SARPL

The Pope, therefore, finding his authors confuted,
and his caufe abandoned, was willing to conclude the
affair by treaty, which, by the mediation of Henry
1V. of France was accommodated upon terms very
much to the honour of the Venetians. -
~»But the defenders of the Venetian rights were,
though comprehended in the treaty, excluded by the
Romans from the benefit of it; fome upon different
pretences were imprifoned, fome fent to the galleys,
and all debarred from preferment. But their malice
was chiefly aimed againft Father Paul, who foon
found the effefts of it ; for as he was going one night to
his convent, about fix months after the accommoda-~
tion, he was attacked by five ruffians armed with
ftilettoes, who gave him no lefs than fifteen ftabs,
three of which wounded him in fuch a manner, that
he was left for dead. The murderers fled for refuge
to the nuncio, and were afterwards received into the
Pope’s dominions, but were purfued by divine juftice,
and all, except one man who died in prifon, perifhed
by violent deaths.
~ This and other attempts upon his life obliged him

to confine himfelf to his convent, where he engaged in
writing the hiftory of the Council of Trent, a work
unequalled for the judicious difpofition of the matter,
and artful texture of the narration, commended by
Dr. Burnet as the completeft model of hiftorical
writing, and celebrated by Mr. Wotton as equivalent
to any production of antiquity; in which the reader
finds << Liberty without licentioufnefs, - piety without

¢« hypocrify, freedom of fpeech without neglet of
~ <« decency, feverity without rigour, and extenfive
- ¢ Jearning without oftentation.” * :

‘ In
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In this, -and other works of lefs confequence, he
fpent the remaining part of his life, to the beginning
of the year 1622, when he was feized with a cold and
fever, which he negleted till it became incurable.
He languifhed more than twelve months, which he
fpent almoft wholly in a preparation for his paffage
into eternity; and among his prayers and afpirations
was often heard to repeat, Lord! now let thy fervant
depart in peace.

On Sunday the eighth of January of the next year,
he rofe, weak as he was, to mafs, and went to take
his repaft with the reft, but on Monday was feized
with a weaknefs that threatened immediate death;
and on Thurfday prepared for his change by receiv-
ing the Viaticum with fuch marks of devotion, as
equally melted and edified the beholders.

Through the whole courfe of his illnefs to the laft
hour of his life, he was confulted by the fenate in
publick affairs, and returned anfwers, in his greateft.
weaknefs, with fuch prefence of mind as could enly
arife from the confcioufnefs of innocence.

On Sunday, the day of his death, he had the paf-
fion of our bleffled Saviour read to him, out of St.
John’s gofpel, as on every other day of that week,
and fpoke of the mercy of his Redeemer, and his
confidence in his merits.

As his end evidently approached, the brethren of
the convent came to pronounce the laft prayers, with
which he could only join in his thoughts, being able
to pronounce no more than thefe wards, Effo perpe-
tua, Mayf} thou laff for ever; which was underftood
to be a prayer for the profperity of his country.

Thus
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Thus died Father Paul, in the 71t year of his
age: hated by the Romans as their moft formidable
enemy, and honoured by all the learned for his abi-
lities, and by the good for his integrity. His deteft-
ation of the corruption of the Roman church appears
in all his writings, but particularly in this memorable
paflage of one of his letters: ¢ There is nothing
< more eflential than to ruin the reputation of the
< Jefuits: by the ruin of the Jefuits, Rome will be
< ruined; and if Rome is ruined, religion will re-
« form of itfelf.”

He appears by many paffages of his life to have
had a high efteem of the church of England; and
his friend, Father Fulgentio, who had adopted all his
notions, made no fcruple of adminiftering to Dr.
Duncomb, an Englifh gentleman that fell fick at
Venice, the communion in both kinds, according to
the Common Prayer which he had with him in
Italian.

He was buried with great pomp at the publick
charge, and a magnificent monument was ere&ted to
his memory.



BOERHAAVE

THE following account of the late Dr. BOER-
HAAVE, fo loudly celebrated, and {o uni-
verfally lamented through the whole learned world,
will, we hope, be not unacceptable to our readers :
We could have made it much larger, by adopting
flying reports, and inferting unattefted fa&s; a clofe
adherence to certainty has contratted our narrative,
and hindered it from fwelling to that bulk, at which
modern hiftories generally arrive,

Dr. Herman Boerhaave was born on the laft day
of December, 1668, about one in the morning, at
Voorhout, a village two miles diftant from Leyden ;
his father, James Boerhaave, was minifter of Voor-
hout, of whom his fon*, in a fmall account of his
own life, has given a very amiable charaler, for the
fimplicity and opennefs of his behaviour, for his exa&

* « BErat Hermanni Genitor Latine, Grzce, Hebraice fciens .
peritus valde hiftoriarum & gentium. Vir apertus, candidus, fim-
plex : paterfamilias optimus amore, cura, diligentia, frugalitate,
prudentia. Qui non magna in re, fed plenus virtutis, novem
liberis educandis exemplum przbuit fingulare, quid exatta par-
fimonia polleat, & frugalitas.” Orig. Edit, :

2 frugality



12 BOERHAAVE.

frugality in the management of a narrow fortune,
and the prudence, tendernefs, and diligence, with
which he educated a numerous family of nine chil-
dren. He was eminently fkilled in hiftory and gene-
alogy, and verfed in the Latin, Greek, and Hebrew
languages.

His mother was Hagar Daelder, a tradefman’s
daughter of Amfterdam, from whom he might, per-
haps, derive an hereditary inclination to the ftudy of
phyfick, in which fhe was very inquifitive, and had
obtained a knowledge of it not common in female
ftudents.

This knowledge, however, fhe did not live to
communicate to her fon; for fhe died in 1673, ten
years after her marriage.

His father, finding himfelf encumbered with the
care of feven children, thought it neceffury to take a
fecond wife, and in July 1674, was married to Eve
du Bois, daughter of a minifter of Leyden, who, by
her prudent and impartial condu&, fo endeared her-
felf to her hufband’s children, that they all regarded
her as their.own mother.

. Herman Boerhaave was always defigned by his fa-
ther for the miniftry, and with that view inftruéted
by him in grammatical learning, and the firft elements
of languages; in which he made fuch a proficiency,
that he was, at the age of eleven years, not only maf-
ter of the rules of grammar, but capable of tranflat-
ing with tolerable accuracy, and not wholly ignorant
of critical niceties.

" At intervals, to recreate his mind, and ftrengthen
his conftitution, it was his father’s cuftom to fend him
into the fields, and employ him in agriculture and
B - fuch
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fuch kind of rural occupations, which he continued
through all his life to love and prattife; and by this
vicifiitude of ftudy and exercife preferved himfelf, in
a great meafure, from thofe diftempers and depref-
fions which are frequently the confequences of indif-
creet diligence, and uninterrupted application ; and
from which ftudents, not well acquainted with the
conftitution of the human body, foetimes fly for
relief to wine inftead of exercife, and purchafe tem-
porary eafe by the hazard of the moft dreadful con-
fequences.

The ftudies of young Boerhaave were, about thxs
time, interrupted by an accident, which deferves a
particular mention, as it firft inclined him to that
{cience, to which he was by nature fo well adapted,
and which he afterwards carried to fo great perfetion,

In the twelfth year of his age, a ftubborn, painful,
and malignant ulcer, broke out upon his left thigh ;
which, for near five years, defeated all the art of the
furgeons and phyficians, and not only affli¢ted him
with moft excruciating pains, but expofed him to
fuch fharp and tormenting applications, that the dif-
eafe and remedies were equally infufferable. Then it
was that his own pam taught him to compaffionate
others, and his experience of the inefficacy of the me-
thods then in ufe incited him to attempt the difcovery
of others more certain.

He began to praltife at leaft honef’tly, for he be-
gan upon himfelf; and his firft effay was a prelude to
his future {uccefs, for, having laid afide all the pre-
fcriptions of his phyficians, and all the applications
of his furgeons, he, at laft, by tormenting thc pan:
with falt and urine, effetted a cure.

T hat



