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RREFACE
{Extracted from Dr, Newton’s O&tavo Edition of x773.].

I T hath been recommended to me by fome great perfons, as
well as by feveral friends, to complete the edition of
Milton’s Poetical Works : for though the Paradife Loft
be the flower of epic poefy, and the noblef} effort of genius,

. yet here are other poems: which are noJefs excellent in
their kind, and if they have nat that fublimity and ma-

jefty, are at leaft equally beautiful and pleafing to the
* imagination.* And the fame method that was takes in the
publication of the Paradife Loft, is purfued in this edition
of the Paradife Regain*d and other Poems, to exhibit the
truc and genyine text according to Milton's own editions.
Of the Paradife Regain'd and Samfon -Agoniftes there
was only ong edition in Milton’s life-time, in the year
16715 and this we have made our flandard, correlling
only what the Quthor himfelf would have cervefted. Dr.
Benutley pronounces it to be without faults, but there is a
large table of errata at the end, which inflead of being
emended, have rather been augmented in the following
editions, and weve never correlted in any edition that T
have feen before the prefeat. Of the other Poems there
were two editions in Milton’s life-time, the firfiin 1645,
before be was blind, and the other with fome additions
ti2 1673, Of the Mafk there was likewife an edition
publifoed by Nr Heary Liwes in 1637+ and of the Mafk
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i PREFACE

and feveral other poems there are extant copies in Mils
ton’s own hasd writing, preferved in the library of Tri-
#ity College in Cambridge : and all thefe copies and editions

hatve been carefully cotlated and compared sogether. The
DNanufeript, indeed, hath been of fingular fervice in rec-
tifying feveral paffages, .and efpecially in the Sonnets,
Jome of which were not printed till ‘many years after
Milton's death, and were then printed imperfef and
deficient bath in fenfe.and-metre, but are now, by the help
of the Manufeript, reflored to theit juft harmlony and
original perfettion.

*The Latin. poems T cannot fuy art equal to feveral of his
Englifh compofitions : but yet they are not without their
merit; they aie.not a centoy like maft of the modern Latin
pottry ; there is fpirit, invention, aml other sharks and
texens of a rifing genius; for.it fhould be tonfidered, that
the greater part of then were written while the Author
Jwas under-taenty. They are printed correétly, accardmg
to his own cditions in 1645 and 1673,



PARADISE REGAIN'D,
BOOK I ‘

I WHO ete while the happy Garden fung,
By one man’s difobedience Joft, now fing
Recover'd Paradife to all mankind,
By one Man's firm obedience fully try’d
Through all temptation, and the Tempter foild 3
In all his wiles, defeated and repuls’d,
And Eden rais’d in the wafte wildernefs.

Thon Spi’rit who ledft this glorious eretnite
Into the defert, his victorious field,
Againft the {piritual foe, and bronght’ft him thence
By proof th’ undoubted Son of God, infpire, 34
As thou art wont, my prompted fong elfe mute,
And beaj throughhighth or depth of Natnre’s hounds,
With profp’rons wing full fomm’d, to tel} of deeds
Above heroic, though in feeret done, 15
And unrecorded left throtgh many an age,
Worthy to’ haye not remain’d o long wnfung. -

Now had. the great Proclamet, with a voice
More aweful than the foand-of trumpet, cry’d
Repentarice, and Heav’n’s kifigdom nigh at liand 20
To all baptis’d : to his great baptifm flock’d
With awe the regions round,. and with them came
From Nazareth the fon of Jofeph deem’d
To the flacd Jordan, came as then obikure,



3 PARADISE REGAIN’D, Book I.

Unmark’d, unknown ; but him the Baptift foon
Defery’d, divinely warn’d, and witnefs bore
As to his worthier, and would have refign’d
To him his heav’nly office, nor was long
His witnefs unconfirm’d : on him baptis’d
Heav’n open’d, and in likenefs of a dove
The Spi'rit defcended, while the Father’s voice
From Heav'n pronounc’d him his beloved Son.
That heard the Adverfary, who roving ftill
About the world, at that affembly fam’d
‘Would not be laft, and with the voice divine
Nigh thunder-fruck, th? exalted Man, to whom
Such high atteft was giv’n, a while furvey’d
‘With wonder, then with envy fraught and rage
Flies to his place, nor refls, but in mid air
To council fummons all his mighty peers,
Within thick clouds and dark ten-fold involv'd,
A gloomy confiftory ; and them amidft
With looks aghaft and fad he thus befpake.

O ancient: Pow’rs of Air and this wide world,
For much more willingly I mention Air,
This our old conqueft, than remember Hell,
Our hated habitatior ; well ye know
How many ages, as the years of men,
‘This univerfe we-have poflefs’d, and rul'd
In manner:at our'will th’ affairs of Earth,
Since Adam and his fdcil confort Eve
Lot Paradife. deceiv'd by me, though fince
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Book I PARADISE REGAIN'D: 9

With dread attending when that fatal wound

Shall be jnflicted by the feed of Eve -

Upon my head : long the decrees of Heav’n 33
Delay, for longeft time to him is (hort ; '
And now tgo foon for us the circling hours

‘This dreaded sime-have compafs’d, wherein we
Muft bide the ftroke of that long threaten’d wonnd,
At leaft if fo we can, and by the head - 6o
Broken be not jntended all onr power

To be infring’d, onr freedom and our being,

In this fair empire won of Earth.and Afr;

Fot this ill news I bring, the woman’s feed

Deftin’d to this, is late of womanborn: 63
His birth to our juft fear gave no fimall:canfe,

But his growth haw to youth’s full flower, d1fplaymg
All virtye, graee, and wifdom to achieve

Things higheft, greateft, multipties my fear.

Before him a great prophet, to praclame 78
His coming, is fent harbinger, who all :
Invites, and in the confecrated fiream

Pretends to wath off fin, and fit them fo.

Purified to receive him pure, or rather

To do him honeor as their king; all come, 23
Ard he him{glf among them was baptiz’d, )
Not thence to be more pure, but to receive

The teftimany’ of Heav’n, that who he is
Thenceforth the nations may not doubt; I {aw

"The prophe da him reverence, on him sifing: . 8



& PARADISE REGAIN'D. Book 1.

Out of the watér, Heav’n above the clouds

Unfold her cryftal doors, thence on his head

A perfeét dove defcend, whate’er it meant,

And out of Heav’n the Sov’ran voice I heard,

This is my Son belov’d, in him am pleas’d. 85

His mother.then is mortal, but his Sire -

He who obtains the monarchy of Heav'n,

And what will.he not do tc’ advance his Son?

His firft-begot we know, and fore have felt,

‘When his fierce thunder drove us to the Deep; 90

‘Who this is we muft learn, for man he feems.

In all his lineaments, though in his face

The glimpfes of his Father’s glory fhine.

Ye fee otr danger on the utmoft edge

Of hazard, which admits no long debate, 95

But muft with fomething fudden be oppos’d,

Not force, but well-couch’d fraud, well woven fnares,

Ete in the head of nations he appear '

Their king, their leader, and fupreme on Earth.

1, when no other durft, fole undertook 100

The difmal expedition to find out

And ruin Adam, and th’ exploit perform’d .

Syccefsfully ;. a calmer voyage now:

Will waft me; and the way found profp’rous once

Induces beft to hope.of like fuccefs. =~ - 105
He ended, arid his words impreffion left

Of much amazement to th’ infernal crew,

Diftradted and furpris’d with.deep difinay



Book L PARADISE REGAIN'D, 1L

At thefe fad tidings; but rio time was then
For long indulgence to their fears or grief: 110
Unanimous they all commit the care
And management of this main enterprize.
To him their great diftator, whof€ attempt’
At firft againft marikind fo well had thrivid
In Adam’s overthrow, and led their mar¢h 115
From Hell’s deep-vaulted den to dwell in light,
Regents and potentates, and kings, yea-gods
Of many a pleafant realm and province wide.
So to the coaft of Jordan he dire@s : :
His eafy fteps, girded with fnaky wiles, 120
‘Where he might likelieft find this new-declar’d,
This Man of men, attefted Son of God,
Temptation and all guile on him to try;
So to fubvert whom he fufpeéted rais’d
To end his reign on Earth fo long enjoy’d : 128
But contrary unweeting he fulfill’d
The purpos’d counfel pre-ordain’d and fix'd .
Of the Moft High, who in full frequence bright
Of angels, thus to Gabriel {fmiling fpake.
Gabriel, this day by proof thou fhalt behold, 130
Thou and all angels converfant on Earth -
With man or men’s affairs, how I begin
To verify that folemn meffage late, .
On which I fent thee to the Virgin pure .
In Galilee, that the fhould beara fon - . 135
Great in ygnown, and call'd the Son of God;

>



1% PARADISE REGAIN'DS Book L.

Then told{t hier doubting how thefe:things could be
‘To her a virgin, that on her fhould come.
‘The Holy Ghoft; and the power of the Higheft
O’er-fhadow’ her: this Man born and now up-grown,
To fhow hint worthy of his birth divine 141
And high prediftion, henceforth T expofe
'Fo Satan; let him tempt and now affay
His utmoft fubtlety, becaufe he boafts
And vaunts of his great cunning to the throng 145
Of his apoftafy ; he might have leaxnt
Lefs overweening fince he fail'd in Job,
‘Whofe conftant perfeverance overcame
Whate’er bis ervel salice could invent.
He now fhall know ¥ can produce a Man 150
Of female feed;. far abler to refift :
All his folicitations, and at fengtls.
Alkhis vaft force, ard drive him back to Hell, -
Winning by conqueft what the firft gran loft
By fallacy furpris'd. Bat firft I mean: - 158
‘To exercife him: irx thie. wildernefs,
There he (hall, firft tay down: the rudiments
Of his great waefare, cic I fend him. forth
To canquer §in'aud Deatk, thetwo grand foes,
By humiliation aud. ftrowng, ffferance v 169
His weakne(s fhall o’ercome Satantic firengthy,
And all the world, antd mafs of finifal feffi;
That all the angels and ethereal powers,
They now, and men hereafter may difcerny

I



Bock 1. PARADISE REGAIN'D.- I3

From what confummate virtue I have chofe = * 165"
This perfe€t Man, by merit call’d my Son,
‘To earn falvation for the fons of men.

So fpake th’ eternal Father, and all Heav’n
Admiring ftood a {pace, then into hymns-

Burft forth, and in celeftial meafures mov’d, 150
Circling the throne and finging, while the hand
Sung with the voice, and this the argument.

Victory and triumph to the Son of God
Now entring his great duel, not of arms,

But to vanquifh by wifdom hellith wiles. - 178
‘The Father knows the Son; therefore fecure
Ventures his filial virtue, though untry’d,

Againft whate’er may tempt, whate’er feduce,
Allure, or terrify, or undermine. )
Be fruftrate all ye flratagems of Hell, - 130
And devilith machinations come to nonght.

So they in Heav’n their odes and vigils-tun’d
Mean while the Son of God, who yet fome days
Lodyg'd in Bethabara where John baptiz’d,

Mufing and much revolving in his breaft, = 13

How beft the mighty work-he might begin

Of Saviour to mankind, and which way fiz(t

Publifh his God-like office now mature, .

One day forth walk’d alone, the Spirit leading,

And his deep thoughts, the better to converfe 190

‘With Solitude, till far from track of men, ‘

Thought following thought, and ftep by ftep led on,
Folume II1, B



ke's PARADISE REGAIN’D.. Bock I

He enter’d now the bord’ring defert wild,

And with dark (hades and rocks enviror’d round,

His holy meditations thus purfu’d. 195
O what a multitude of thoughts.at once

Awaken’d in me fwarm, while [ confider

‘What from within I feel myfelf, and hear

‘What. from without comes often to my ears,

11l forting with my prafent ftate compar’d! 204"

‘When I was yet a child, no childith play

"To me was pleafing; all my mind was fet

"Serious to learn and know, and thence to do

‘What might be pubtic good; myfelf I thought

Born to that end, born to promote all truth, 2035

All righteous things : therefore above my years,

‘The law of God I read, and found it fweet,

Made it my whole delight, and in it grew

‘To fuch perfeétion, that ere yet my age .

Had meafinr’d twice fix years, at our great feaft 210.

I went into the temple, there to hear )

‘The teachers of our law, .and to propofe

‘What might improve my knowledge or their own ;

And was admir’d by all; yet this not all

‘To which-my fpi'rit afpir'd; viftorious deeds 21§

Flam’d in my heart, heroic aéts, one while ’

‘To refcue Ifrael from the Roman yoke,

"Then to fubdue and quell o’cr all the Earth

Brute violence and proud tyrannie power,

Till truth were freed, and equity reftor'd: 220
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