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IN FOUR VOLUMES.
WITH THE LIFE. OF THE AUTHOR.

AND A CRITIQUE ON PARADISE LOST,

BY JOSEPII ADDISON, ESQ.

Three poets, {n three diftant ages born,
Greece, ltaly, and England, 4id adorn,
The firlt in loftinels of thought furpait ;
The next in majefly 3 in both the 1lafl.
The-force of Nature could no further go:
T'o Juske a third fhe Jotn’d the former two.
‘DRYDEN,
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TUE LIFE GF
JOHN MILTON.

Froua family and town of his name in Oxfordfhire
our Author derived his defcent ; but he was born at
Londonin the year 1608. The publifher® of hisWorks.
in profe (on whofk veracity fome part of this Narra-
tive mutt entirely depend) dates his birth two years
earlier than this; but, contradi&ing himfelf after-
wards in his own computation, lreduce it to the
time that Manfieur Bayle hath afligned, and for the
fame reafon which prevailed with him to aflign it.
His father, John Milton, by profeflion a fcrivener,
lived in a reputable manner, on a competent eftate
entirely his own acquifition ; having been early difin-
herited by his parents for renouncing the communion
of the Church of Rame, to which they were zealouily
devoted. By his wife, Sarah Cafton, he bad likewife
one daughter, named Anna, and another fon, Chri-
ftopher, whem he trained to the pradice of the
Common law ; who inthe Great Rebellion adhered ta
the Royal caufe; and in the reign of King James Ii.
by too ealy a compliance with the dodirines of the
Court, both religious and civil, be attained to the
dignity of being made a judge of the Common Pleas;
of which he died divefted not long after the Revo-
lution,
* Mr, Toland.
Adjj



6 LIFE OF MILTON. °

But John, the fubjeé of the prefent Effay, was the
favourite of his father’s hopes, who, to cultivate the
great genius which early difplayed itfelf, was at the
expenfe of a domelic tutor; whofe care and capacity
his pupil hath gratefully celebrated in an excellent
An Eat. 12, Latin elegy. Athis initiation he is faid
10 have applied himfelf to lstters with fach indefati-
gable indaftry, that he rarely was prevailed with to
quit hisftudiesbefore midnight; which not only made
him frequently fubjec to fevere pains in hishead, but
likewife occafioned that weaknefs in his eyes which
terminated in a total privation of fight. Yrom a do-
meftic education he was removed to St. Paal’sfchool,
to complete his acquaintance with the Claflics, under
the care of Dr. Gill: and after a fhort ftay there was
An. Etat. 15. tranfplanted to Chrift’s College in Cam-
bridge, where he diftinguifhed himfelf in all kinds of
academical exercifes. Of this fociety he continued a
member till he commenced Mafter of Arts; and then
leaving the Univerfity, he returned to his father, who
As. Zat. 23. had quitted the Town, and lived at Hor~
ton in Buckinghamthire, where he purfued his ftudies
with unparallelled affiduity and fuccefs.

After fome years fpent in this ftudious retirement
his mother died; and then he prevailed with his fa-
ther to gratify an inclination he had long entertained
An. Eut. 30.  of feeing foreign countrics. Sir Henry
‘Wotton, at that time Provoft of Eton College, gave
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him g letter of advice * for the dire&ion’of his tra-
vels; but by not obferving an excellent maxim in it,

* “GIR, Eton College, 10th April, 1638.

¢ It was a fpecial favour when you lately beftowed upon
¢ me here the firft tafle of your acquaintance, though no
¢ Jonger than to make me know that I wanted more time to
¢ value it, and to enjoy it rightly. Andin truth, if Icouldthen
“ have finagined your farther ftay in thefe parts, which I un-
¢ derftood afterwards by Mr. H. I would have been bold, in
“ our vulgar phrafe, to mend my draught, for you left me
¢ with an extreme thirf, and to have begged your conver-
¢ fation 2gain, jointly with your faid learned friend, at a poor
¢ meal or two, that we might have banded together fomne
* good authors of the ancient time, among which I obferved
¢ you to have been familiar.

¢ Since your going you have cliarged me with new oliliga-
¢ tions, both for a very kind letter from you, dated the 6l
¢ of this manth, and for a dainty piece of entertaimmnent that
¢ came therewith; wherein 1 {hould much commend the
¢ trapgical part, if the lyrical did not ravith with a certain
< Deric delicaey in your Songs and Odes, wherein T muit
<« plainly confefs to Lave feen yet nothing parallel in our Ian-
¢ guage, ipfa mollities. But I muft not omit to tell you, that
"I now only owe you thanks for intimating unto me, how’
¢ modeltly focver, the tree artificer : for the work itfelf [ had
¢ viewed fome good while before with fingular delight, ha-
¢ ving received it from our cormon friend Mr. R. in the very
“ clofe of the late R.%s poems, printed at Oxford, whereunto
¢ jtis added, as I now fuppofe, that the acceffory might help
“ out the principal, according to the art of flationers, and
¢ leave the reader con La borcy dolce.

& Now, Sir, concerning your travels, wlherein I may chal-
¢ lenge a little more privilege of difcourie with you: I fup-
¢ pofe you will not blanch Paris in your way; therefure Thave
< been bold to trouble you with a few lines to Mr. M. B.
¢ whom you thall eatily find ateending the young Lord 8. as
¢ his governor ; and you may furcly receive from him good
3 directions for thaping of your farther journcy into Jtals,

-
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he incurred great danger, by difputing againft the
{fnperftition of the Church of Rome within the verge
of the Vatican, Having employed his curiofity about

¢ where he did recide, by my choice, fome time for the King,
¢ after mine own recefs from Venice.

¢ Iihould think that your beft line will be through the
¢ whole length of France to Marfeilles, and thence by fea to
< Genoa, whence the paffage into Tufcany is as diurnal as a
¢t Gravefend barge. I'haflen, as youdo, to Florence or Sienna,
¢ the rather to tell you a thort ftory, from the intereft you
€ have given me in your fafety.

¢ At Sienna I was tabled in the houfe of one Alberto Sci-
< pione, an old Roman courtier in dangerous times, having
< been fteward to the Duca di Pagliano, who with all his fa-
< mily were firangled, fave this only man, that efcaped by
<« forefight of the tempeft. With him I had often much chat
« of thofe affairs ; into which he took pleafure to look back
« from his native harbour; and at my departurc toward
<« Rame, which had been the center of his experience, I'had
« won confidence enough to beg his advice how I might carry
< myfelf fecurely there, without offenfe of others, or of my
« own confcience. Signor, arrigo meo, fays he, Ipenficrifrettiy
¢ et il wifs friolto ; thatis, ¢ Your thoughts clofe, and your
¢ countenance loofe, will go fafely over the whole world.”
«¢ Of which Delphian cracle (for fo I have found it) your
« judgment doth need no commentary; and therefore, Sir,
« Iwill commit you with it to the beft of all fecurities, God’s
¢ dear love, remaining your friend, as much at command as
“ any of longer date. “ 2. WOTTON.

¢ P. . 8ir, I have exprefily fent this by my foot-boy, to
¢ prevent your departure without fome acknowledgment
“ from me of the receipt of your obliging letter, having my-
« felf, through fome bufinefs, I know not how, negleéled the
¢ ordinary conveyance. In any part where Ithall underttand
* you fixed, I thall be glad and diligent to entertain you with
“ home novelties, even for fome fomentation of ur friend-
¢ ihip, too foon interrupted in the cradle.” :
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two years in France and Italy*, on the news of a
Civil war breaking out in England, he returned with-
out taking a furvey of Greece and Sicily, as, at his
fetting out, the fcheme was projected. At Paris the
Lord Vifcount Scudamore, ambaffador from King
Charles I. at the court of France, introduced him to
the acquaintance of Grotius +, who,at that time, was
honoured with the fame chara@er there by Chriftina
Queen of Sweden. In Rome, Genoa, Florence, and
other cities of Italy, he contradted a familiarity with
thofe- who were of higheft reputation for wit and
learning ; feveral of whomgave him very obliging te-
ftimonies. of their friendthip and efteem, which are
printed before his Latin poems. The firft 6f them
‘was written by Marfo Marquis of Villa, a great pa-
tron of Taffo, by whom he is celebrated in his poem
onithe conquett of Jerufalem ||. It is highly probable
that to his converfation with this noble Neapolitan
we owe the firft defign which Milton conceived of
writing an epic poem : and it appears, by fome Latin
verfesaddreffed to the Marquis with the title of Man-
{us, that he intended to fix on King Arthur for his
hero: but Arthur was referved to anothér deftiny!
* Etjam bis viridi furgebat culmus arifta, v
Et totidem flavas numerabant horrea mefles,--=.
Nec dum aderat Thyrfis: paftorem feilicet illum
Dulcis amor Mufz Thufca retinebat in urbe.
HE) Epitaph: Dam.
+ Defenfio Secunda, p. 96. Fol.

|| ¢¢ Fra Cavalier’ magnanimi, e cortefi, .
¢ Refplende il Manfo,” ~mem—— Zibe 200



10 L1FE OFf MILTON.

Returning from his travels, he found England on
An, Eat. 2. the point of being invelved in biood and
confnfion. It feems wonderful that one of fo warm
and daring a {pirit, as his certainly was, fhould be re-
ftrained from the camp in thofe unnatural commo-
tions. I fuppofe we may impute it wholly to the great
deference he paid to patermal authority that he re-
tired to lodgings provided for him in the City; which
being commodinusforthereception of hisfifter’s fons,
and forne other yonng gentlemen, he undertoglk their
education; and is faid to have formed them on the
fame plan which he afterwards publifhed in a fhort
tractate infcribed to his friend Mr. Hartlib.

In this philofophical conrfe he continued withouta
An. 2t 35. wife to the year 16435 when he marrigd
Mary the daughter of Richard Powell of Forefi~-Hill
in Oxfordfhire; a gentleman of eftate and reputation
in that county, and of principles fo very oppofite to
his fon-in-law, that the marriage is more to he won~
dered at than the feparation which enfued in little
sore than-a month after the had cobabited with him

_in London. Herdefertion provoked himbotk to write
feveraltreatifes concerning the dodrine and difcipline
of divorce, and alfo to make his addreffes to a young
lady of-great wit and beauty ; but before he had en~
gaged her affedtions to conclude the marriage-treaty,
in a vifit at one of his relations he found his wife
profirate before him imploring forgivencls and re~
conciliation, It is not to be doubted but an interview
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of this rature, fo little expected, rhuft wonderfully
affe@ him; and perhaps the imprefftonsit made on his
imaginations contributed much to the painting of that
pathetic fcene in Paradife Loft *, in which Eve ad-~
drefleth herfelf to Adam for pardon and peace. At
the interceflion of his friends who were prefent, after
@ fhort relu@ance, he generoufly facrificed all his re-
fentment to her tears,

S his heart rel
Tow’ards her, his life {o late, and fole delighty
Now dt his feet fubmiifive in diftrefs !

And after this re-union, fo far was he from retaining
an unkind memory of the provocationswhich he had
received from her ill conduét, that when the King’s
caule was entirely opprefled, and her father, whohad
been adive in his loyalty, was expofed to fequefira-
tion, Milton received both him and hisfamilyto pro-
tection and free entertainment in his own Houfe, *till
their affairs were accommodated by hisinteteft in the
vicorious faction.

For he was now grown famous by his Polemical
writings of various kinds, and held in an. e 41,
great favour and efteem by thofe who had power to
difpofe of all preferments in the ftate. *Fis in vain
to diffemble, and far be it from me to defend, his
engaging with a party combined in the deftruction
of our Church and Monarchy. Yet, leaving the juf~
tification of a mifguided fincerity to be debated in
the fchools, may I prefume to obferve in his favwr

* Book X. ver. 909,
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that his zeal, diftempered and furious as it was, does
not appear to have been infpirited by felf-interefted
~views; for it is affirmed, that though he lived always
in a frugal rezirement, and before his death had dif-
pofed of his library, (which we may fuppofe to have
‘been a valuable colle@ion) heleft no miore than fifteen
‘hundred pounds behind him for the fupport of his
family : and whoever confiders the pofts to whichhe
was advanced, and the times in which he enjoyed
them, will, [ believe, confefs he might have accumu-
lated amuch more plentiful fortune. Inadifpaffionate
mind it will not require any extraordinary meafure
of candour to conclude, that though he abode in the
heritage of oppreflors, and the fpoils of his country
Jay at Lis feet, neither his confcience nor his honour
.could ftoop to gatker them. .

- A commiffion ta conftitute him Adjutant-general
An. Etat: g2. to Sir William Waller was promifed, but
foon fuperfeded by Waller’s being laid afide, when
his mafters thought it proper to new-model their
army. However, the keennels of his pen had fo
effectually recommended him to Cromwell’s eftcem,
that when he took the reins of government into his
own hand, he advanced him to he Latin fecretary
both to himfelf and the Parliament : the former of
thefe preferments he enjoyed both under the Ufurper
andhisfon, the other till King Charlesil.wasreftored.
For fometime hehadan apartment for his family in
Whitchall ; but his health requiring a freer acceflion
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of dir, he wds obliged to remove from thence to
lodgings which 6pened into St. James’s Park., Not
long after his fettlement there his wife died in child-
bed; and much gbout the time of her death a gutts
{erena, which had for feveral years beer gradually in-
creafing, totally extinguiflied his fight *. In this me«

* It was the fight of hisleft eye that he loft firft ; and it was
2t the detire of his friend Leonard Philaras, the Duke of Pay-
ma’s miniffer at Paris, that he fent him a particular account
of Itis cafe, and of the manner of his growing blind, for hing
to confult Thevenot the phyfician, who was réckoned famous
in cafes of the eyes. The letter is the fifteenth of It's Farniliar
pr(ﬂes, is dated SLgtCmbcr 28. 1654, and is thus tranilated
by Mr. Ricliardfon :

¢¢ Since you advile me not to fling away all hopes of reco-
¢ vering my fight, for that you have a friend at Paris, Theve-
¢ not the phyfician, particularly famous for the eyes, whom
¢ you offer to confult in my behalf, if you receive from me
¢ 4n account by whicli Ite may judge of the caufes and fymp-
* foms of my difeafe, I will do what you advife me to, that
¢ 1 miay not feen to refuft any aMitance that is offered, per-
¢ haps from God.

¢¢  think *tis about ten years, more orlefs, fince I began to
¢ perceive that my eye-fight grew weak and dim, and at the
¢ fame time my fpleen and bowels to be oppreft and troubled
¢ with flatus ; and in the morning when I began toread, ac-
¢ eording to cuftom, my eyes grew painful immediately, and
¢t réfufe reading, but were refrethed after a moderate ex-
¢ ercife of the body. A ceruin iris began to furround the
¢ light of the candle if Ilooked at it ; foon after which; on
¢ the left part of the left eye (for that was fome years fooner
¢ clouded) a mift arofe which hid every thing on that fide ;
< and looking forward, if I fhut my right eye objeé&ts appear-
¢ ed fmaller. My other eye alfo, for thefe laft three years,
¢ failing by degrees, fomne months before all fight was abo-
¢¢ lifhed, things which Ilooked upon fecmed to {wim to the

Volume I, B
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lancholic condition he was eafily prevailed with to
think of taking another wife, who wasCatharine the
daughterof Capt.Woodcock of Hackney; andhetoo,
in lefs than a year after their marriage, died in the
{fame unfortunate manner as the former had done; to
whofe memory he does honour in one of his Sonnets.

Thefe private calamities were much heightened by
An.Fuat. 52, the different figure he was likely to make
inthenew fcene of affairs which was going to beadted
in the ftate: for all things now confpiring to promote
the King’s reftoration, he was too confcious of his
own aétivity during the vfurpation to expeét any fa-
vour from the Crown; and therefore he prudently
abfconded 'till the a& of Oblivion was publithed;
by which he was only rendered incapable of bear-
ing any office in the nation. Many had a very juft
efieem of his admirable parts and learning who de-

3

right and left; certain inveterate vapours feem to poffefs
my forehead and temples, which after meat, efpecially
quite to evening, generally urge and deprefs my eyes with
2 fleepy heavinefs : nor would 1 omit, that whiltt there was
 as yet fome remainder of {ight, I no fooner lay down in
my bed, and turned on my fide, but a copious light daz-
zled out of my thut eyes ; and as my fight diminithed eve-
ry day, colours gradually more obfcure flathed out with ve-
¢ hemence ; but now that the lucid is in a manner wholly
extindt, a direct blacknefs, or elfe fpotted, and, as it were,
woven with ath-colour, is ufed to pour itfelf in. Neverthe-
lefs, the conftant and fettled darknets that is before me, 25
¢ well by night as by day, feems nearer to the whitith than
the blackifh ; and the eye rolling itfelf a little, feems to ad-
“ mit Tknow not what little fmallnefs of light as threugh 2
¢ chink.”
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tefted his principles, by whofe interceffion his par-
don pafled the feals: and 1 with the laws of Civil
hiftory conld have extended the benefic of that ob-
livion to the memory of his guilt which was indul-
ged to his perfon ; Ne tanti facinoris immanitas aut ex-
titiffe, aut non vindicata fuiffe, vidzatur.

Having thus gained a full proteétion from the go-
vernment, (which was in truth more than he could
have reafonably hoped) he appeared as much in public
as he formerly ufed to do; and employing his friend
Dr. Paget to make choice of a third confort, on his
recommendation he married Elizabeth the daughter
of Mr. Minfhul, a Chethire gentleman, by whom he
had no iffue. Three daughters by his firft wife were
then living, two of whom are {aid to have been very
ferviceable to him in his ftudies : for, having been in-
{firu&ed to pronounce not only the modern, but alfo
the Latin,Greek,and Hebrew languages, theyread in
their refpe&ive originals whatever authors he want-
ed to confult, though they underftood none but their
mother-tongue. This employment, however, was
too unpleafant to be continued for any long procefs of
time; and therefore he difmiffed them, to receive an
education more agreeable to their-fex and temper.

‘We come now to take a furvey of him in that point
of view in which he will be looked on by all fucceed-
ing ages with equal delight and admiration. An in-
terval of above twenty years had elapfed fince he

Bij



