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THE

POETICAL WORKS

oFr

JOSEPH ADDISON.

‘WITH THE LIFE OF THE AUTHOR.

No charms are wanting to thy artful fong,
Soft as Cerelli, but as Virgil ftrongs
From words fo fweet new grace the notes receive,
And Mufic borrows helps fhe us’d to give.
Thy ftyle hath match’d what ancient Romans knew,
Thy flowing numbers far excel the new,
Their cadence in fuch eafy found convey’d, -
That height of thought may feem fnperfiwous aid ;
Yet in fuch charms the noble thoughts abound,
That needlef’s feem the fweets of eafy found.
Accept, great Menarch of the Britifh lays !
The tribute-fong an humble {ubjeft pays:
8o tries the artlefs lark her early flight,
£ind foars to hail the god of Verfe and Light.
Unrivall’d as thy merit be thy fame,
And thy owa laurels fhade thy envy’d name. TICKELL.

=

EDINBURG:
AT THE Apollo IDz2efe, By THE MARTINS,
Anno 1778,
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MISCELLANEOUS POEMS,
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If bus’nefs calls, or crowded courts invite,

Th* unblemifh’d fatfeman feems to ftrike my fight 3
If in the ftage I {eek to footh my care,

Tmet his foul, which breathes in Cato there;

If, penfive, to the rural fhades I rove,

His fhape o’ertakes me in the lonely grove ¢

»Twas there of jult and good he reafon’d firong,
Clear’d fome great truth, or rais’d fome ferious fongs
There, patient, fhow’d us the wife courfe to fteer,

A candid cenfor, and a friend fevere;

There taught us how to live, and (oh ! too high

The price for knowledge) taught ushow to die! TICKELL.

EDINBURG:

At te dpoilo JPrels, BY THE MARTING,
Annp X778,



THE LIFE OF
JOSEPH ADDISON.

B Thats elegant writer, to whom the world owes fo many
obligations, was born at Milton, near Ambrofbury,in
the county of Wilts, (of which place his father, Mr.
Lancelot Addifon, was then Reétor) on the 6th of
May 1672, and being not'thought likely to live, was
baptized on the ame day, as appears from thé church
regifter. When he grew up to an age fit for going to
fchool he was put. under the care of the Rev..Mr.
Naifh at Ambrofbury. He afterwards removed to a
fchool at Salifbury, tanght by the Rev. Mr. Taylor,
thence to the Charter-houfe, where he was under the
tuition of the learned Dr, Ellis, and where he con-
trated an intimacy with-Mr. Steele, afterwards Sir
Richard, which continued as long as Mr. Addifon
lived. He was not above fifteen vears old when he
was entered of Queen’s College,Oxford, in which his
father had been placed, where he applied himfelf fo
clofely to the ftudy of claffical learning, that in a very
fhort time he became mafter-of a very elegant Latin
flyle, even before he arrived at that age when ordi-
nary fcholars begin to write good Englifh.

In the year 1687 a copy of his verfes in that tongue

fell into the hands of Dr. Lancafter, Dean of Mag-
" dalen College, who was fo pleafed with them that
ke immediatcly procured their Author’selection into

Afj



vi LIFE OF ADDISON,

that houfe *, where he took the degrees of Bachelor
and Mafter of Arts, In the courfe of a few years
his Latin poetry was juftly admired at both the Uni-
verfities, and procured him great reputation theré,
before his name was fo much as known in Londen.
‘When he was in the twenty-fecond year of his age he
publifhed a copy of verfes addrefled to Mr. Dryden,
which foon procured him the notice of fome of the
poetical judges in that age. The verfes are not with=
out their eleganee; but if they are much removed
above common rhymes, they fall infinitely fhort of
the charadter Mr. Addifon’s friends beftowed upon
them, Some little fpace intervening, hefent into the
worldatran{lation of the Fourth Georgie of Virgil, of
which we need not fay any more than that it was
commended by My. Dryden. He wrote alfo that dif~
courfe on the Georgics prefized to them by way of
preface io Mr. Dryden’s tranflation, and chofe to
withhold his name from that judicious compofition,
becaufe it eontained an untried fhrain of eriticifm,
which bore hard upon the old profeffors of that art,
and therefore was not fo fit for 2 young man to take
upon himfelf; and Mr. Dryden, who was above the
meannefs of fathering any one’s work, owns the Effay
on the Georgics to have come from a friend, whofe
name is not mentioned, becaufe he defired to have it
eonccaled.

* Tickell’s Preface to- Addifon’s Works.
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The riext year Mr. Addifon wrote feveral poems
of different Kinds, amongft the reft one addrefled
to Henry Sacheverell, who beeame afterwards fo ex-
ceedingly famous. The following year he wrote a
poem to King William on one of his campaigns, ad-
drefled to the Lord Keeper, Sir John Somers. That
excellent ftatefman received this mark of a young
anthor’s attachment with great humanity, admitted
Mr. Addifon inte the number of bis friends, and gave
him on all occafions diftingrithing proofs ofa fincere
efteem *,

While he was at the Univerfity he had been prefs
fingly folicited to enter into holy orders, which he
feemed onee refolved on, probably in obedience to
his father’s authority ; but being confeious of the im-
portance of the undertaking,and deterred by his ex-
treme modefty, he relinquithed, fays Mr. Tickell, all
views that way ; but Sir Richard Steele, in his letter
toMr. Congreve, prefixed to The Drummer, who had
a quarrel with Tickell on account of an injurious
treatment of him, fays that thofe were not the rea-
fons which made Mr. Addifon turn his thoughts to
the eivil world; ‘¢ and as you were the inducement,
¢ (fayshe)of hisbecomingacquainted with my Lord
¢¢ Halifax, I doubt not but you remember the warm
¢ inftances that noble Jord made to the head of the
4 college not to infilt on Mr. Addifon’s going into
¢ orders; his arguments were founded on the gene-

# Tickell’s Preface,
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«¢ ral pravity and corroption of men of bufinefs who
#¢ wanted liberal education; and I remember, as if I
s¢ had read the letter yefterday, that my Lord ended
¢ with a compliment, that however he might be re-
¢ prefented as no friend to the church, he would
¢ never do it any other injury than by keeping Mr,
¢ Addifon out of it.”

Mr. Addifon baving difcovered an inclination to
travel, the above-mentioned patron, out of zeal as
well to his countryasour Anthor, procured him, from
thecrown, an annual penfion of 3co L which enabled
him to make a tour to Italy the latter-end of 169g.
His Latin Poems, dedicated to Mr. Montagu, then
Chancellor of the Exchequer, were printed, before his
departure, in the Mufe Anglicane, and were as muclh
efteemed in foreign countries asat home, particularly
by that noble wit of France Boilean. It is from Mr.
Tickell we learn this circumftance in relation to Boi-
lean, and we (hall prefent it to the reader in his own
words. ¢ His country owes it to Mr. Addifon that the
¢ famous Monfieur Boileau fir(t conceived an opinion
¢t of the Englifh genius for poetry, by perufing the
‘¢ prefent he made him of the Mufie duglicane. It has
¢ been currently reported that this famous French
‘¢ poet, among the civilities he fhewed Mr. Addifon
 on that occafion, zffirmed that he would not have
¢ written again{t Perrault had he before feen fuch
¢ excelient pieces by a modern hand., The compli~
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¢t ment he meant was, that thefe hooks had given
¢¢ him a very new idea of the Englifh politenefs, and
< that he did not queftion but there were excellent
¢ compofitions in the native language of a country
¢ which poffeffed the Roman genius in fo eminent a
¢ degree.” In 1701 Mr. Addifon wrote an Epiftolary
poem from Italy to Lord Halifax, which is much ad-
mired as a finifhed piece in its kind, and indeed fome
have pronounced itthe beft of Mr. Addifon’s perform-
ances : it was tranflated by the Abbot Antonio Ma-
rio Salvini, Greek Profeflor at Florence, into Italian
verfe, which tranflation is printed with the original
in this edition of Mr. Addifon’s works. This poem
is in the higheft efteem in italy, becaufe there are in
it the befl-turned compliments on that country that,
perhaps, are to be found any where; and the Italians,
on account of their familiarity with the objeéts it
deferibes, muft have a higher relith of it. This poem
likewife fhews his gratitude to Lord Halifax, who
had been that year impeached by the Commnions in
parliament, for procuring exorbitant grants from the
crown tohis own ufe - and further charged with cat-
ting down and wafting the timber in his Majefty’s
fore(ts, and with holding feveral offices in his Majefty’s
Exchequer that were inconfiltent, and defigned as
checks upon each other. The Commions had likewife
addreffed the King to remove him from his councils
and prefence for ever. Thefe were the caufes of his
retiring, and Mr. Addifon’s addrefs at this time was



X LIFE OF ADDISON.

a2 noble inftance of his fidelity and (tedfafinefs to his
friends. ‘

On his return to England he publithed an account
of his Travels, dedicated to Lord Somers : he would
have returned earlier than he did, had not he been
thonght of as a proper perfon to attend Prince Eu-
gene, who then commanded for the Emperor in Italy,
which employment would much have pleafed him
but the death 'of King William intervening caufed 2
ceflation of his penfion and his hopes.

"For a confiderable {pace of time he remained at
home; and as his friends were ont of the miniftry, he
had no opportunity to difplay his abilities, or to meet
a competent reward for the honour his works had
already done his country. He owed both to an acci-
dent. In the year 1704 Lord Treafurer Godolphin
happened to complain to the Lord Halifax that the
Duke of Marlborough’s viétory at Blenheim had not
been celebrated in verfe in the manner it deferved,
and told him that he would take it kind if his Lord~
thip, who was the patron of the poets, would narme
a gentleman capable of writing wpon fo elevated a
fibje€t. Lord Halifax replied, with fome quicknefs;
that he was well acquainted with fuch 2 perfon, but
that he would not name him; and obferved, that he
had long feen, with indignation, men of little or no
merit maintained in pomp and luxury at the expenfe
of the public, while perfons of tog much modefty, with
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great abilities; languifhed in obfeurity, The Trea-
furer anfwered, very coolly, that he was forry his
E.ordfhip had occafion to make fich an obfervation;
but that in the méan-time he would engage his ho-
nour that whoever his Lotrdfhip fhould name might
venture upon this theme without fear of lofing his
time. Lord Halifax thereupon named Mr. Addifon,
but infifted the Treafurer fhould fend to him him-
{felf, which he promifed. Accordingly he prevailed
upon Mr. Boyle, then Chancellor of the Exchequer,
to go, in his name, to Mr. Addifon, and communi-
cate to him the bufinefs, which he did in fo obliging
a manner, that he readily entered vpon the tatk *,
The Lord Treafurer faw the poem before it was fi-
nifhed, when the Author had written o farther than
the celebrated fimile of the Angel, and was fo much
pleafed with it, that he immediately madé him Com-
miflioner of Appealsin the room of Mr. Locke, who
was promoted to be on'e of the Lords Commiflioners
for Trade, &e.

His poem entitled The Campaign, was received
with loud and general applaufe: it is addrefled to
the Duke of Marlborough, and contains a fhort view
of the military tranfadtions in the year 1704, 2and a
very particular defeription of the two great a&lions at
Schellemberg and Blenheim,

In 1705 Mr. Addifon attended the Lord Halifax
to Hanover; and in the fucceceding year he was

3 Budgel’s Memoirs of the Buyles,
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made choice of for Under Secretary to Sir Charles
Hedges, then appointed Secretary of State. In the
month of December, in the fame year, the Earl of
Sunderland, who fucceeded Sir Charles in that office,
continued Mr. Addifon in the poft of Under Secre-
tary.

Operas being now mauch in fathion, many people
of diftinétion and true tafte importuned him to make
a trial whether fenfe and found were really fo incom-
patiblé as fome admirers of the Italian pieces would
reprefent them. He was at laft prevailed upon to
comply with their requeft, and compofed his Rofa-
mond. This piece was infcribed to the Duchefs of
Marlborough, and met with but indifferent fuccefs
on the flage. Many looked upon it as not properly
an opera; for, confidering what numbers of mifer-
able produétions had borne that title, they were fearce
fatisfied that fo fuperior a piece thould appear under
the fame denomination. About this time our Author
affifted Sir Richard Steele in a play called The Ten-
der Hufband, ta which he wrote a humorous pro-
logue. Sir Richard, whofe gratitude was as warm
and ready as his wit, furprifed him with a dedica~
tion, which may be confidered as one of the few mo-
naments of praife not unworthy the great perfon to
whofe honour it was raifed.

lnf1709 he went over to Ireland as Secretary to
the Marquis of Wharton, appointed Lord Lieutcn
zant of that kingdom, Her Majefty alfo was pleafed,
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a2 mark of het peculiar favour, to augment the fas
lary annexed to the Keeper of the Records in that
riation, and beftow it upon him. While he was in
Ireland his friend Sir Richard Steele publithed The
Tatler, which appéared for the firft time on the 1ath
of April 1709, Mr. Addifon (fays Tickell) difco-
vered the anthor by an obfervation on Virgil he had
communicated to him. This difcovery led him to
afford farther affiftance, infornuch that, as the anthor
of The Tatler well exprefled it, he fated by this means
like a diftreffed prince who calls in.a powerful neigh«
bour to his aid; that is, he was undone by his auxi-
lary.

The fuperiority of Mr. Addifon’s papers in that
work is univerfally admitted; and being more at
leifure upon the change of the minifiry, he continued
affifting in The Tatler till 1711, when it was dropt.

No fooner .was The Tatler laid down, but Sir
Richard Steele, in concert with Mr. Addifon, form-
ed the plan of The Spectator. The firft paper ap-
peared on the firflt of March 1711, and in the courfe
of that great work Mr, Addifon furpifhed all the pa~
pers marked with any letters of the Mufe Clio, and
which were gencrally moft admired. Tickell, who
had no kindnefs for Sir Richard Steele, meanly fup-
pofes that he marked his paper ont of precaution a-
gainft 8ir Richard, which was an ill-natured infinu-
ation ; for in the conclufion of The Speétators he ac~

B



