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THE

T"POETICAL WORKS

OF TIE RIGIT NON.

GEO. GRANVILL

LORD LANSDOWNE.

WITH ITIE LIFE OF THE AUTIIOR.

For Impious greatnefs vengeance is in flore 5

Short is the date of all ill. gotten poW recam

¥earlefs be fees, who is with virtue crown'd,

The tempeil rage, and hears the taunder founds

Ever the fume, let Fortune fmile or frown,

On the red feaffold or the blazing throne ;

Serenely as he liv'd religna his breath,

Meeta Defliny half way, nor fhrinks at deathaeea

An boneft heart, o confeience free from hlame,

Not of rreat acts, but guod, it e me the nameoae.

Place me, ye Pow'rs! in { me obfeure retreat;

O keep me innovent, make others great!

In quiet thades, content with ruial fports,

Give me a life remote from puilty courts,

‘Where, free frum hopes or fearsy in humble eafe,

Unheard of, 1 wmay live and dic in peace.
IMITAT. SENEC. THYEST.

EDINBURG:
At T Apoiio ]Dzelg, BY THE MARTINS,
Anno 1779.
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THE
POETICAL WORKS

OF THE RIGHT HON.

GEORGE GRANVILLE,
LORD LANSDOWNE.

CONTAIMING HIS

MISCELLANIES, PROLOGUES, EPILOGUES,
EPISTLES, IMITATIONS,
SONGS, DRAMA [IC POENS,

. . e,

TLe ‘hiluous nothing fear but life with thame,
Ard death ’s 2 pleafant read that leads to fame, |
Or. bones and fcrags of dogs ket me ve fud,
My limbs uncover'd, and expos’d my head }
To bl:akelt colds, a kennel be my hed ¢
This, and all other martyrdom, fur thee
Seems glorious ally thrice-beauteous Ponelle!
Judge me, ye Pow'rs ! let Fortune tewpt or frown,
1 fland prepar’d 3 my honour is my OWn-een
For me, unpractis’a in the courtiers? {chool,
‘Who loathe a knave, and trembic at & fuslece
‘What can I hope in courts, ur how fucceed ?
‘Tigers and walves fhall n the ucean sreed,
‘Fhe who:e and doiphin f2tten on the mead,
And ev'ry eicincat exuninge its Xind,
Ere theiving Honcily in courts we tind,
VERSE> TO MRS. HIGGONS.

EDINBURG:
a1 tue dpoilo }D2els, BY THE MARTING.
Anna 1779,



THE LIFEOF
G. GRANVILLE, L. LANSDOWNE.

L. Lanspowne was defcended from an illuftrious
family, which traced their anceftry from Rollo, the
firft Duke of Normandy. He was fecond fon of Ber-
nard Granville, and grandfon of the famous Sir Bevil
Granville, killed at the battle of Lanidowne 1643.
This nobleman received the firft tinclure of his edu-
cation in France, under the tuition of Sir William
Ellis, a gentleman, who was eminent afterwards in
many public employments.

When our Author was but eleven yearsof age he
was fent to Trinity-College in Cambridge, where be
remained five years, but at the age of thirteen was ad-
mitted to the degree of Mafler of Asts, having before
he was twelve years old fpoken a copy of Englifh
verfes, of his own compofition, to the Duchefs of
York, when her Royal Highnefs paid a vifit to that
univerfity.

At the time when the nation wasembroiled by the
public diftradtions, occafioned by the efforts of King
James I1. to introduce Popery, Lord Lan{downe did
not remain an unconcerned fpedator : he had early
imbibed principlesof loyalty, and as fome of his fore-
fathershad fallen in the caufe of Charles 1. he thought
it was his duty to facrifice his life alfo for the intergft
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¥ LIFE OF L. LANSDOWKE.

of his fovereign. However miftaken he might be ix
this furious zeal for a prince the chief fcope of whofe
reign was to overthrow the law and introduc.: ab-
folute dominion, yet he appears to be perfedly fin-
cere. In aletter he wrote to his father vpon the ex-
pected approach of the Prince of Orange’s fleet, he
exprefies the moft ardent defire to {exve the King in
perfon *. 'T'his letter we thallinfert, but beg our rea-
ders’ patience to make udigrellion, which will juftify
what we have (aid concerning jumes IT.

The genuine mark of 2 tyrant is cruclty 5 and it is
with concern we can produce an inftance of the moft
inhuman barbarity in that prince which ever ftained
the annals of any reign. Cruelty fhould be the badge
of no party; it ought to be equally the abhorrence of
all; and whoever is tainted with ic thould be fut up to
view as a terror to the world, as a moniter, whom it
is the intereft of mankind to deltroy.

After the fuppreflion of Monmouth’s rebellion,
many of the unfortunate perfons engaged in it fled to
London, and took fhelter there, till the A& of Indem~
nity fhould be publifhed. "I'hey who afforded them
thelter were either of the Monmouth facticn or in-
duced, from principles of humanity, to adminifter to
their fafety. What would become of the world if our
friends were always to forfiuke us in diftrefs ? There
lived thenin London 2n amiuble lady, attached to ne

* General Didt. art. Granvillos
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party, who enjoyed a large fortune, which fhe fpent
in the exercife of the moft extenfive bencficence s the
made it her bufinefs to vifit the jails, and the prifoners
who were moft neceflitous and deferving fhe relie~
ved : her houfe wasan afylum for the poor : the lived
but for charity, and fhe had every hour the prayers of
the widow and orphan pourcd out to her. It happened
that one of the rebels found fhelter in her houfe; the
futfered him to befcreened there; fhe fed and clothed
him. ‘The King had often declared that he would ra-
ther pardon thofe who were found in arms againft
him than the people who harboured or fecretly en-
couraged them. This mifcreant, who fometimes ven
tured ont at night to a public houfe, was informed
that the King had made {uch a declaration, and it en-
tered into his bafe heart to betray his bencfadlrefs.
He accordingly went before a magiftrate, and Jodged
an information, upon which the lady was fecured,
brought to a trial, and, upon the evidence of this un-
grateful villain, caft for herlife. She fuffered ataftake
with the moft refigned cheerfulnefs; for when a wo-
man is conviQed of treafon, it fcems fhe is fentenced
tobe burnt *. The reader will eafily judge what fort
of bowels that king mufl have who could permit fuch
a punifhment to take place upon a woman fo com-
pletely amiable, upon the ¢vidence of a villain fo con~

* Sce Burnet’s Hiltory of his own Times.
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fummately infamous, and he will, we are perfuaded,
be of opinion, that had his Majefty pofiefled a thou
fand kingdoms he deferved to fofe them all for this
one act of genuine barbarity.

Lord Lanfdowne, whodid not confider, or wasnot
then capable of difcovering, the daugers to which this
prince expofed his people, wrote the fullowing letter
to his father, earnciily prefling him to permit his en~
tering voluntarily into King James's fervice,

‘¢ sIR,

 Your having no profpe& of obtaining a com-
¢ miflion for me, can no way alter or cool miy defire,
¢ at this important jun&ure, to venture my life, in
¢ fome manner or other, for my king and country,
¢ I cannot bear ro liveunder the reproach of lying ob-
¢ fcure and idle, in a country retirement, when every
¢ man who has the leaft fenfe of honour fhould be
¢¢ preparing for the field. You may remember, Sir,
¢ with whatreluctance [fubmitted to your commands
“ upon Monmouth’srebellion, when no importunity
¢ could prevail with you to permit me to Jeave the
¢¢academy: I'was too young to be hazarded; but,
¢ give me leave to fay, it is glorious, at any age, to
¢ die for one’s country; and the fooner the nobler fa-
#¢ crifice : I am now older by three years. My uncle
¢¢ Bath was not {0 old when he was left among the
¢¢ flainat the battle of N ewherry, nor youyourfelf, Sir,
¢ when you made your efcape fromyour tutors to join
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“ your brother inthedcfence of Scilly. Thefamecaufe
¢« jsnow comcround about again. The King hasbeen
¢+ mifled ; let thofe who mifled him be anfwerable for
¢¢it. Nobodycan denybut heis facred inhis own per-
¢ fon, and it is every honeft man’s duty to defend it.
¢ You are pleafcd to fuy it is yet doubtful if the Hol-
¢ landers are rafh enough to make fuch an attempt.
¢ But be that as it will, [heg leave to be prefented to
¢ his Majeftyas one whofe utmoft ambition istode~
< votehislifetohisferviccand my country’s, after the
¢ example of all my anceftors. The gentry affembled
“at York to agrec upon the choice of reprefenta-
““tives for the county, have prepared an addrefs tor
“¢affure his Majefty they are ready to facrifice their
¢ lives and fortunes for him upon thisand alt other
“¢ occafions; but at the fametime they humbly befeech
¢ him to give them (uch magifirates asmay be agrec-
¢ able to the laws of the land, for at prefent there is
““ no authority to which they can legally fubmit. By
“ what [ can hear, every body withes well tothe King,
¢ but would be glad his minifters were hanged. The
¢¢ winds continuc fo contrary, that no landing can be
¢ fo foon as was apprehended, therefore I may hope,
“ withyourleave and affiftance, tobe in readinefs be~
< fore any action can begin. I befecch you, Sir, moft
“ humbly, and moft earneftly, to 2dd this one a& of
¢ indulgence more to {o many teftimonies I have fo
¢ conitantly received of your goodnefs, and be plea-
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¢¢ fed to believe me always, with theutmoft duty and
¢ fubmiflion, Your’s,” t%.

We are not told whether his father yielded to his
importunity, or whether he was prefented to his Ma-
jefty; butif he really joined the army, it was without
danger to his perfon, for the Revolution was effected
in England without one drop of bload.

In 1696 his comedy called The She Gullants was
aed at the Theatre Royal in Lincoln’s-Tan Ficlds*.
He afterwards altered this comedy, and publithed it
among his other Works, under the title of Oncea Lo=
ver and Always a Lover, which, asheobferves in the
preface, is a new building upon an old foundation.

¢ It appeared firft under the name of ‘T'he She Gal-
¢ lants, and, by the preface then prefixed ro it is faid
¢ to have been the child of a child. By taking it finve
““under examination fo many years after, the Au-
¢ thor flatters himfelf to have made a correct comedy
¢ of it ; he found it regular to his hand; the fecne con-
¢ ftant to oneplace, the time not exceeding the bounds
¢ prefcribed, and the action entirc. It remained only
¢ to clear the ground, and to plant, as it were, freth
¢ flowers in the room of thofe which weregrown inta
¢ weeds, or were faded by time; to retouch and vary
¢ the characters, enliven the painting, retrench the
¢ fuperfluous, and animate the adtion, where it ap-
¢¢ peared the young Author feemed to aim at more
¢ than he had ftrength to perform.”

* General Dick. art. Granville,
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The fame year alfo his tragedy, entitled Heroic
Love, wasacted atthe Theatre. Mr. Gildon obferves,
¢ That this tragedy is written after the manner of
st the Ancients, which ismuch more natural and eafy
< than that of our modern dramatifts.” Though we
cannot agree with Mr. Gildon that the ancient mo-
del of tragedy is fo natural as the modern, yet this
piece muft have very great merit, fince we find Mr.
Dryden addrefling verfes tothe Aathor upon this oce
cafion, which begin thus,

Aufpicious Poet! wert thou not my friend,

Huw could I envy what I muft commend?

But fincs *tis Natare's law, in Iove and wit,

“That voutk thould reign, and witk’ring age fubmit,
“With lefs regret thofe laurels I refirn,

“Which dying on my brow revive on thine.

QOur Author wrote alfo 2 dramatic poem called
The Britifh Enchanters ®, in the preface to which he
obferves, ¢ That it is the firft effay of a very infant
¢ Mufe, rather as a tatk at fuch hours as were free
¢¢ from other exercifesthan any way meant for public
¢ entertainment. But Mr. Betterton, having had 2
*¢ cafual fight of it, many years after it was written,
““begged it for the itage, where it found fo favour-
““able areception as to have an uninterrupted rum
“¢ of at leaft forty days.”” ‘To this Mr. Addifon wrote
the cpilogue. Lord Lan{downe altered Shakefpeare’s
Merchant of Venice, under the title of The Jew of

* It was called A Dramatic Opera, and was decorated at 3
great expenie, and intermixed with fongs, dances, £,
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¥enice, which was a&ed with applaufe, the profits of
which were defigned for Mr. Dryden, but upon that
poet’s death were given to his fon.

In 1702 he tranflated into Englith The Seccond
Olynthian of Demofthenes. He was returned member
for the county of Cornwall in the parlinment which
met in November 1710, and was{oon after made Se-
cretary of War, next Comptroller of the Houfchold,
and then Treafurer, and fworn one of the Privy Coun-
cil. The year following he was created Baron Lanf-
downe of Biddeford in Devonthire.

On the acceflion of George Ll in 1714, he was re-
moved by that prince fromhis ‘T'reafurer’s place; the
next year he encered his proteflt againft the bills for
attainting Lord Bolinghroke and the Duke of Or-
mond, and entered deeply into the fcheme for raifing
an infurre&ion in the well of England, of which,
Lord Bolingbroke {fuys, he was at the head, end re-
prefents him as poflefled of the fame poiitical fire and
frenzyfor the Pretender as hehadthown inhis youth
for the father. Accordingly he was feized as 3 fu-
fpected perfon, and on the 26th of September 1715
was committed prifoner to the ‘Lower, where he
continued till the 8th of Februcry 1717, when he
was {et {ree from imprifonment. Being confined in
the fame room in which Sir Rebert Walpole had been
prifoner, and had left Lis name on the windew, Le
wvrote thefe lines under it s

4
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®ood unexpected, evil unforefeen,

Appear by turng, as Fortune {hifts the feene:
Some rais*d aloft come tumbling down amain,
Ard fall fo hard they bound and rifc again.

In 1719 he made afpeech in the Houfe of Lords
againft the pradice of occafional conformity, which
is printed among his works, and among other things
he fays this: ¢ Talways underftood the toleration to
¢ be meant as an indulgence to tender confeiences,
¢ not a licenfe for hardened ones; and that the aét to
‘¢ prevent occafional conformity was defigned only
¢ to correct a particular crime of particular men, in
“which no fcék of Diffenters was included but thefe
¢ followers of Judas which came to the Lord’s Sup-
¢ per from no other end bur to fell and betray him.
¢"This crime, however palliated and defended by fo
¢ many right reverend fathers in the Church, isno
“¢Jefs than making the God of truth, as it were, in
¢¢ perfon, fubfervient toa&s ofhypocrify; nolefs than
¢ facrificing the myftical blood and body of our Sa-
¢ viour to worldly and finifter purpoits, an impiety
¢“of the highcft nature! which in juflice called for
“¢ protection, and in charity for prevention. Thebare
¢ receiving the holy Eucharift could never be in-
¢ tended fimply as a qualification for an office, but as
““an open declaration, anundubitable proof, of being
¢“ and remaining a fincerc member of the Church.
““ Whoever prefumestoreceiveit withany other view
¢ profanes it, and may be faid to feek his promotion

B
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¢¢ in this world by eating and drinking his own dam«
¢ nation in the next.”

In 1722 his Lordfhip withdrew to France, and
continued abroad about ten years. At his return in
1732 he publifhed a fine edition of his Works in two
volumes quarto. The remaining years of his life
were paffed in privacy and retirement.

This accomplifhed nobleman died on the joth
January 1735, leaving no male iffue By his lady,
widow of Thomas Thynne, Efq. ({atherof '[homas
Lord Vifcount Weymouth) and daughter of Edward
Villiers, Earl of Jerfcy, he had iffue four daughters,
Anne, Mary, Grace, and Elizabeth. Iis lady died
but a few days before him.

Mr. Pope, with many other pocts of the firft emi-
nence, have celebrated Lord Lanfdowne, who feems
tohavebeenagood-naturedagreeable nobleman. The
luftre of his ftation, no doubt, procured him more in-
cenfe than the force of his genius would otherwife
have attraéted; but he appears not to have been de-
ftitute of fine parts, which were, however, rather
clegantly polifhed than great in themfelves.

Lord Lanfdowne likewife wrote a mafk called
Peleus and Thetis. His Lordfhip’s Works have been
often printed both in quarto and in duodecimo *.

_ * This edition is printed from the quarto of 1732, publithed
under his Lord/hip’s infpection. See the following Prefuce
for the reafons of that edition.



