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T H E

PEERAGE

OF

" E N G L A N D.

MONTAGU, Earlof Hallifax.

nourable George Montagu, of Horton, Efq; eldeft
fon of Henry firft Earl of Manchefter, by his third
wife Margaret, daughter of John Crouch, Efg; as” thewn in
the account of the family of the Duke of Manchefter.
Which George Montagu, Efg; at twenty years of age, was
elefted a burgefs, for the town of Huntingdon, to that memo-
rable parliament which met at Weftminfter, Novem. 3, 1640;
and after the reftoration of Charles IL by the intereft of the
Earl of Sandwich, was chofen one of the barons of the
Cinque-Port of Dover, in the room of the faid Earl, on his
taking his feat in the Houfe of Peers. Mr. Montagu was alfo
returned, for the port of Dover, to the parliament which met
at Weftminfter, May 8, 1661, which was continued by fe~
veral prorogations and adjournments for 17 years, 8 montbs,
and 17 days, being diffolved on Jan. 25, 1678-9. He was feated
at Horton in Northamptonthire ; and after fucceeding his bro-
ther the honourable Henry Montagu, Efg; in his place of mafter
of St. Catharine’s bofpital near the Tower, departed this life
at Manchefter-houfe in Channel Row, Weftminfter, in the
sgth year of his age, on July 19, 1681. He was buried in
the church of St. Catharine, on Saturday the 23d of the fame
month; where, on the north fide of the altar, is a fine fpa=
cious monument of marble, with the following infcription,
which fhews his eminent endowments.
Yor. V. . "B Hie

T HE immediate anceftor of this noble family was theho-
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2 Montagu, Earl of Hallifax.

Hic requiefiit bonorabilis Georgius Montacutius, .

Henrici Manchefiria comitis filius, ex antiquis Salifburize comit’
bus criundi, antigia morum gravitate & candore, iifque animi do-
tibus, qua virum vere nobilem deceant, ornati, imus 3 qui etiam’
adolefeens in maximo totius Anglie conceffie_accerrimi in rebus agen-
dis Fudicii, iilibateque erga regem Jidet, clara dedit indi‘cia; neque
honores ambicbat, aut publica munera, tranquillitati ferviens 5 eoque
magis, ut amicorum inferviret commodis; quorum negotia pari
Jemper fide procurabat, ac [ua; unum Jfolummodo munus libenter
[ufeepity bujus [eilice thofpitit prafeituram, in eo, nempe,

Benefaciends fibi locutn datum exifiimans. :

Hoc enim templum vetuflate & [qualore obrutum (immenfo pane
Jumptu] ab ineritu ruinifque vindicavits négue hic mietam pofuit,
majora tamen meditantem, € tam pio opere occupatiinz ad premium
benefactorum Deus evocavit.

Usorem duxit Elizabetham,
Antonii Irbi equitis filiam. quorum felices nuptias numerofa prolec
pracdicat 5 quingue enim filits & quatuor filiabus, moriturus bene
dixit. /tat. fue 59, dbiit 19 Fulii 1681.

By his faid wife Elizabeth, only daughter of Sir Anthony
Irby of Bofton in com. Linc. Knt. and of Frances his wife,
daughter of Sir William Wray, Bart. he had iffue five {ons
and four daughters; Elizab:th, married to Sir Cbriftopher
Wandesford, anceftor to the prefent Earl of Wandesford;
Anne, to John Lawton, of Lawton-Hall in com. Ceftr. Efg;
Mary; and Theodofia, married to Robert Mitchell, of Peteri-
field in com. Southamp. Efq; '

His eldeft fon Edward, born Sept. 25, 1649, fucceeded to his
eftate at Horton, and other pofleffions in Northamptonthire.
He ferved for Seaford in Suflex in that parliament which met
at Oxford 21 Martii 1680-1, and was returned:.one of the
Koizhts of the Shire for the county of Northampton, to the
pacliament called by James IT. which met at Weftminfter, May
19, 1685. He married Elizabeth, eldeft daughter of Sir John
Pelham, of Halland in Suffex, Bart. grandfather of Thomas
duke of Newcaftle, and by her (who had to her fecond huf~
band Thomas Woodcock, Efg;) had iffue two fons and four
daughters. .

1. George, 2d Earl of Hallifax.

2. Edward Montagu, Efg; who was Colonel of the 11th
* regiment of foot, a Brigadier-General of his Majefty’s forces,

Governor of Hull, and a member for the town of Northampton
in the parliaments elefed in 1722 and 1727. He departed
this life at his houfe in Golden-{quare, in May 1738; and
having married Arabella, daughter to John Trevor, of Treval-
linin the county of Flint, Efg; eldeft brother of Thomas
Lord Trevor, by her (who died at Egham, O&. 11, 1734)
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Montagn, Earl of Hallifax. 3

had four fons, George, his heir; Edward, who was lieutenant-
colonel of the 31ft regiment of foot, and killed at the battle
of Fontenoy, May 11, N. S. 1745; Chriftopher, who was
chaplain to a regiment, and died 1n Flanders; and Charles,
who, in December 1755, got the command of the 2d regiment
of foot, was promoted on June 25, 1759, to the rank of
major-general, ahd ferved for the town of Northampton in the
parliaments eleéted in 1747 and 1754, although the lift has
the namie of his brother George. Brigadier Montagu had alfo
four daughters. The four daughters of Edward Montagu of
Horton were,

Lucy, born May 15, 1679, married to John Morley Tre-
vor, of Glynd in Suffex, Efg; Elizabeth, born Feb. g, 1680-1,
wedded to Richard Thorefby, of Hanflapin com. Bucks, Efg;
Anne, efpoufed to Chriftopher Wilmot, of Ofmarton in Derby-
thire, who had iffue by her one fon, Montague; and Grace,
married to Colonel William Cofby, Governor of New York
and New Jerfey, who had iflue by her two daughters, Eli-
zabeth and Grace, and two fons; William and Henry.

Chriftopher, fecond fon of the honourable George Montagu,
Efq; was elected to parliament for Nerthampton, in the 7th
year of King William, and ferved for the fame borough in
four other parliaments. On Auguft 15, 1698, he was con-
ftituted one of the Commiffioners.for managing the revenue of
the excife, which he refigned in the year 16gg, that he might
ferve his country in parliament; an a&t then taking place,
whichk made fuch, who were commiffioners of any part of his
Majefty’s revenue, incapable of fitting in the Houfe of Commons.
On June 6, 1706, he was again contftituted one of the Com-
miflioners and Governors of the revenue of the excife. He
married the Lady Anne, daughter of Edward Earl of Sandwich,
and widow of Sir Richard Edgecumbe, of Mount Edgecumbe,
in Devon, Knight of the Bath; but died without iffue.

Irby, third fcn, was 2 Colonel in the foot guards, and died
unmarried.

Charles Montagu, fourth fon, firt Earl of Hallifax.

James Montagn, youngeft fon, educatéd in the fludy of the
laws, was firft made Chief Juftice of EKlv, and after being
knighted, was, on April 8, 1707, conflituted Sollicitor-general
to her Majefty Queen Anne; and in O&tober 1708, Attorney-
general ; but two years after, on the change of the miniftry,
was removed. On George I's acceffion to the throne, he
was copftituted one of the Barons of the Exchequer, and
afterwatds Lord Chief Baron of the fame court; likewife, on
the refignation of William firft Ear}. Cowper, A. D. 1718, he
was conftituted one of the Commiffioners for the cuftody of
the Great Seal of England ; and departing this life on Oétober
30, 1722, left iffue by his wife Tufton, daughter of Sir Wil-
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4 Montagu, Earl of Hallifax.

liam Wray, of Athby in com.. Linc. Bart. and fifter and heir
to Sir Chbriftopher Wray, Bart. one fon, Charles Montagu,
and one daughter, Elizabeth, married, after his deceafe, to Sir
Clement Wearg, Sollicitor-general to George I.  Which
Charles Montagu, Efq; was member in the parliament fum-
moned to meet June 13, 1734, for St. Germains, and
in Junc 1738, was appointed auditor of the Prince’s reve-
nues and accounts, in the Principality of Wales, and Dutchy
of Cornwall. In the parliament fummoned to meet June 25,
1741, he was chofen for Camelford, and in the next parliamen¢
for the town of Northampton ; as alfo in the parliament which
met firlt in 1754, , Co

I now return to Charles Montagu, who, for his eminent
abilities and fervices, was created Earl of Hallifax. He was
bern on April 16, 1661, and haviog from his childhood thewed
a very pregnant genius, was fent to the king’s fchool at
Weltminfter, and from thence to Trinity College in Cam-
biidge, where his learning and excellent parts made him much
efteemed. And coming to town foon after the death of King
Charles IL he grew into an intimacy with the Earl of Dorfet,
Sir Charles Sedley, and other wits of the age. Soon after the
acceffien of King William and Queen Mary to the crown, he
was {worn one of the Clerks of the Council. He ferved for
the city of Durham, and for the city of Weftminfter, in the
rarliameats chofen in 16gs, 1698, and ¥700-1 5 and was alfo
returned for the city of Weltminfter in 1695 and 1698. He
diftinguifhed himfelf by his fpeeches in the houfe of commons
on feveral weighty affairs. :

He was conftituted one of the Lords Commiffioners of the
Trealury on March ¥, 1691-2, and foon after was fworn of
the Privy Council. In 1694 he was made Chancellor and
Under-Treafurer of the Exchequer. In 16gs, when the na-
tion was in diftrefs by tlre ill ftate of the current coin of this
kingdom, be projeted the coining of the filver money ; and by
his great prudence, and indefatigable induftry, brought it to
bear. He likewife projected the iffuing of exchequer bills to
fupply the great {carcity ef money; and on Feb. 16, 1697-8,
the houfe of commons came to this refolution; ¢¢ That it is
¢ the opinion of this houfe, that the honourable Charles Mon-
¢ tagu, Efq; Chancellor of the Exchequer, for his good fer-
¢ vices to this government, does deferve his Majefty’s favour.”

His next concern was the taking care of the trade to the
Eaft-Irdies, the fettlement whereof had been long depending,
and was Jooked on as fo nice and difficult, that it had been re-
ferred to the King and his Council, and by them to the par-
diament; who (on May 26, 1698) ordered a bill for fettling
the trads to the Eaft-Indies. Mr, Montagu tranfaéted this
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Montagu, Earl of Hallifax. 5

whele affair; and by his induftry and fkill in touching the af-
fc&tions of the people, raifed two millions, by only doubling
the duty on paper and parchment, and the duty on falt, which
to have doneby any other ways, was, at that time, a matter of
the higheft difficulty. Such proofs of affection and zeal to his
Majefty’s perfon and government, induced the king to declare
him firft Lord Commiffioner of the Trezfury; and on July
16, 1698, he appointed him oae of the nine perfuns, to whofe
fidelity and honour he repofed the truft of Lords Juftices of
England for the adminiftration of the government during his
abfence.  1n 'that year, his Lady, daughter of Sir Chriftopher
Yelverton, and widow of Robert Earl of Manchefter, died
without iffue by him, and he continued a widower ever after.
The nextyear he was ‘again continued in the fame trult of
one of the Lords Juftices during the King’s abfence. In 1700
he refigned his place of firft Lord Commiffioner of the Trea-
fury, having obtained a grant of the office of Auditor of the
Receipt of the Exchequer. And on December 4, the fame
year, was advanced to the dignity of Baron Hallifax in the
county of York, with limitation of that honour to George
Mootagu, Efg; (late Earl of Hallifax) eldeft fon and heir of
Edward Montagu, Efg; his elder brother, and the heirs-mzle
of his body, in confideration (asthe preamble to the patent fets
forth) ¢¢ That he was defcended from 2 moft ancient family
¢ of noblemen, which then provided for the ornament and
¢ fupport of the kingdom, three Earls, and eight members of
#¢ parliament:~That he 'was adorned wicth thofe virtues, to
¢ which none could envy any increafe of honour, and which
£¢ a juft Prince could not but freely offer ; haviag by narure a
¢ genius to manage affairs of the bigheft concern, whih he
¢ had cultivated by learning, 4d brought to perfetion by a
£¢ continual praltice of fpeaking well, and the exercifc of
¢ tranfalting wifely. 'That, by experience, his Majefty found
¢ him ta be ftrenuous ‘and eloquent in parliament, faithful
¥ and prudent in council, and in determining caufes relating
¢ to the Exchequer, unblameable and penetrating ; nor could
¢¢ he pafs over in {ilence his fagacity, in'taking care that in
¢ the greateft fcarcity of money, the publick credit fhould
¢ not {ink, by being over-burthened with exceflive intereft.
¢¢ That he' muft reckon it 2 happinefs, that he was Chancellor
¢¢ of his Exchequer, at the time, when, to his admiration, he
¢ beheld the current money, that had been adulterated and
¢¢ debafed, coined a-new, and reftared to its intrinfic value
¢ in the fpace of two years, though accounted the work of
%< an age; an attempt as fortunate as bold. And the de-
£¢ mands of mogey increafing, by his coupcil and advice, 2
oo T Bsg  pew
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6 Montagu, Earl of Hallifax.

¢t new and unufual method of eftablithing of paper credit
¢ was entered on, whereby the riches of the nation was ad-
¢¢ vyanced. That for thefe good offices he gained the love
¢ and efteem of the people, and for the benefit they re-
¢ ceived by his means, he had eafily obtained the King’s.
¢ Wherefore, as his Majefty was always inclined to comply
¢ with the wifhes of his good fubjeéts, he willingly, and with
<¢ 3l] chearfulnefs, called him to the houfe of Peers, whom the
¢ commons, by a public vote for his eminent fervices, had
¢¢ pronounced deferving of his royal favour.”

On the acceffion of Queen Anne, his Lord(hip was con-
eerned in vindicating the memory of King William ; and on
all occafions thewed a difinterefted concern in the fervice of
his country. He firft projected the equivalent, without which
that happy agreement between both nations had never been
accomplithed. And as his Jordfhip had the honour to be the
perfon that moved for appointing Commiffioners to treat of
an union between the two kingdoms, fo he had not only a
great fhare in bringing that treaty to the defired iffue, as one
of the Commiflioners; but in caufing it to be ratified in par-
Jiament, anf{wering, with great weight and judgment, all the
exceptions made againft it, ‘ '

And further to ftrengthen the proteftant religion, his Lord-
thip propofed the bill, For the naturalization of the illuflrious
boufe of Hanover, and for the better [ecurity of ‘the fucceffion of
zhe crown in the proteflant line; which being pafled into an
at, her Majefty made choice of him to carry that a& to our
late Sovereign Georpe 1. and to inveft his fon (the eletoral
prince) with the enfigns of the moft noble Order of the
Garter. :

On his Lordthip’s arrival at Hanover, in company with the
Earl of Dorfet, he was received with extraordinary marks of
diftinétion and honour, the Ele&or, Ele&refs-dowager, and
the whole eleCtoral family, taking all occafions of fhewing
their intire fatisfaCion with the choice her Majefty "had made
of his Lordfhip, to reprefent to them her friendfhip and efteem.
During the Lord Hallifax’s refidence there, the Prince Royal
of Pruffia was married to his late Majefty’s fifter, Sophia Do-
rothea, and foon after that prince fet out with his Lordfhip
for the confederate army; from whence his lordfhip went
to the Hague, where he laid the foundaiion of a ftrifter al-
liance between Great-Britain and the United Provinces, for
the berter fecuring the Britifh crown in the proteftant line. -

On his Lordfhip’s return to England he was graciouily re-
ceived by the Queen, and continued in her favour till the
chanpe of the miniftry in 1710. On her Majefty’s demife,
I . . Augu&;
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