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TO '
BENJAMIN HALLOWELL, Esa.

CAPTAIN IN THE ROYAL NAVY.

MY DEAR HALLOWELL,

AS seamen form the great union between
the commerce and the navy of this country,
and are liable from the nature of their pro-
fession to the same common accidents, I
‘with pleasure dedicate the following Narra-
tive to one whose standing in the navy and
whose ‘services command respect, and who
has ever proved himself the seaman’s true
friend. |

If this little collection should survive the
day of its birth, I shall have great satisfac-
tion in acknowledging that I have derived



x11 DEDICATION.

much knowledge and information from the
friendly intercourse that has subsisted be-
tween us for years; and that, though re-
lated, we are more closely united by the
stronger ties of friendship, and similarity of
sentiments. That you may in public and in
private be useful, happy, and prosperous, is

the sincere wish of,

Dear Sir,
Your affectionate friend,

WM, VAUGHAN.

London, August 1, 1804-



INTRODUCTION.

Ix addition to the many voyages which
have been brought before the public, per-
baps the following relation of captain David
Woodard will not be found unworthy of
attention. It appeared interesting to my-
self, and to those friends who urged the
publication : 1 hope it may prove equally so
to the public, and especially to those to
whom it is more peculiarly addressed. And
if it should be the eause of saving the lives
of any of my fellow creatures, or of producing
other narratives equally interesting and au-
thentic, the object may be answered.

As trath is the best guide to knowledge,
this parrative is presented in all its native
simplicity. Of its merits, the public will form
their own conclusions. As an editor, I shall
content myself with stating the motives
which induced this publication, and the
manner by which I became acquainted with
the narrative and its sufferer.

On captain Woodard’s arrival off the Isle
of Wight the 27th of July, 1796, in a ship
called the America, bound from the Isle of
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France to Hamburg, he came up to London,
conformably to his orders, to the address of
Messrs. Vaughan and Son, to receive the in-
structions that were waiting for him from
his owners in America. Accident led to a
discovery that he had been a prisoner
amongst the Malays in‘the island of Celebes
between two and three years, under great
hardships and great trials. = He related his
adventures; and having ever felt an interest
in voyages of discovery and their most re-
markable occurrences, I solicited him, during
the few days he was under my roof, to
allow his narrative to be committed to pa-
per, to which he readily consented.

- It was my next wish to obtain from him
some knowledge of the people, manners,
customs, &c. &c., of the country in thch
he had been a captive.

The second part of this narrative, and the
three copper-plate drawings of the island
and its harbours, &c., which accompany
it, contain the result of a number of que-
stions which I drew up in writing for his
consideration and reply. The account was
then shown to him, and corrected under
his own direction, with permission to
print the same at my own discretion.
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The third part contains some miscellane-
ous information procured at different times;
which, though not immediately corrected
by himself, will be found equally accu-
rate.

The simplicity of his narrative, and the
uniformity with which it was constantly
related, were evident proofs of authenticity :
but I have, from various channels, been
fortunate enough to have captain Wood-
ard’s account corroborated by testimonials
from respectable characters who knew him
well in India, and who had the account
subsequently confirmed to them by his
employers, and from the seamen them-
selves who were the companions of his sufr
ferings, so as to leave no doubt on the sub-
ject. An accident, as singular as it was un-
expected, gave me also, through my friend
Mr. Leard, of the royal navy, an opportunity
of having the account still further corrobo-
rated on the testimony of one of his own
companions.

This narrative was drawn up under many
disadvantages; which were increased by the
shortness of captain Woodard’s residence in
England. He came to London on the 29th of
July, and a few days after returned to Cowes



