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et rre et s s
TO
THOMAS COUTTS, Esa
- Piccadilly, Stration Street.

et 6 COE P D ¢ Dt Ot~

Sir, o i

Anipst the scenes of im-

portant business that attract your at-
tention, the following Work, of a co-
lour' so different from your pursuits,
will seem to be obtruded upon you
with a degree of impropriety. That
impropricty will appear still more
glaring, when it is added, that this
Address has not the sanction of your
previous knowledge or permission.
The fact is, 1t occurred to me that,
B b if
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if I applied for leave, I fhould not
have succeeded. A mind like yours,
that loves 0 do good by stealth, bi was
sure, would blush o find it fame. But,
permit me to say, you will have no
reason to be alarmed : I inscribe Tur
Lire or Garrick to you, but not
in the usual stile of DepicaTions.
To that language I have ever been &
stranger ; and even now, however faiy
the opportunity, I do not mean to
trouble you with a panegyric on the
virtues, which you are known to pos=
sess.” The attempt, I know, would
¢ffend your Delicacy.

Luckily, I am called another way : I
have now before me the elegant Letter

which
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which you did me the honour to write
to me several months since, on the
subject of the following theets. The
Taste and Judgement which appeared
in the stile of yo‘ui's, awakened my
attention to the points you recom-
mended. I was not then to learn,
ghat you ever were, even in the hurry
of great concerns, a distinguished
Lover of polite Literature, and of
Dramatic Poetry in particular. 1 knew
that you had made a just estimate of
the genius of Garrick, and was, at
the same tim¢, a warm admirer of the
wonderful powers of Barry. I hope,
Sir, you will find that I have done
some degree of justice to the last
most excellent performer, who cer-

' b2 tainly



iv BEDICATION.

tainly was, in some parts, a formidable
rival, if not superior even to Gar-
rick. In the progress of my Under-
taking, I often regretted that Barry
did not come more frequently in my
way : he was absent in Duwblin for
more than twelve years, and to follow
him thither would have been a di-
gression from the plan in which I was
engaged. I e

I find myself in danger of running
into length : I cannot, however, lay
down my pen, without avowing a
truth, which I have for a long time
felt warm at my heart. Gratitude
extorts- it from me: I must, there-
fore, take the liberty to say, that the
‘ S favours

)
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favours I have received from Mr.
CourTs, have made an impression
on my mind, which nothing can ef-
face. I shall only add, that to you
I pEDICATE the following Piece, in
hopes of leaving (as long as any thing
of mine can last) a Pusric Mewmo-
RIAL of the Esteem and Gratitude

with which I have the honour to be,
Sir,
your most obliged,
and most obedient,

humble Servant,

ARTHUR MURPHY.
Knightsbridge,
Felruary 2, 1801,



CONTENTS

TO THE

FIRST YOLUME.

INTRODUCTION.............. Page 1

CHAP. L

Garrick’s birth——Account of his family—His
education at Litclgﬁeld, under Mr. Hun~
ter, at the grammar school—His early
love of plays—Acts Serjeant Kite when
eleveri years old—Is sent to his uncle, a
merchant at Lisbon—Returns to Litch-
JSield, and is again placed at school with
"Mr. Hunter—Is removed thence, to finish
his education under Samuel Johnson, who

has opened an academy for young gen-
tlemen

CHAP. II
Johnson tired of being a schoolmaster—Gar-
rick and he think of setting out for Lon-

don—Mr. Walmsley writes in favour of
Garrick to the Rev. Mr. Colson, master of



1l CONTENTS.

the school at Rochester—Mr. Walmsley's
second letter about Garrick, and also re-
commending Johnson, who is going to
London with a tragedy—Garrick and
Johnson' arrive together in London—Gar-
rick is entered g student at Lincoln’s Inn
—Goes to Mr. Colson’s academy, lut re-
turns soon—His uncle arrives from Lis-
ton, and dies in London, leaving a le-
gacy to his nephew—Garrick lecomes a
wine-merchant, in partnership with his
brother-——Death of Garrick’s father—and
mother—Garrick now his own master—-~

...

' and determmes to become an actor Page 11

‘CHAP. IIL
State of the stage—Garrick makes his first
appearance at Ipswich—His great success
—Resolves to act in the following winter
~on a London stage—Difficulties in his
" way—Begins at Goodman’s Fields—Ri-
chard III. his. first part—The public see
him with astonishment—The people of
fashion go in crowds to Goodman’s Fields
- —Quin’s sarcastic observation—Garrick’s
- Epigram in answer to him—The season



CONTENTS. ix

tloses at Goodman's Fields, after a tide
of great success ........ e Page 16

CHAP. IV.

Garrick invited to act in the swmmer months
on the Dublin stage—He sets off in com-
pany with Mrs. Woflington—Her charac-
ter—Garrick’s reception in Richard Iil
King Lear, &c. &c.—An epidemic fever
in Dublin—=Or account of the crowded
audiences at the theatre, it was called the
Garrick fever—The name of Roscius given
to him there, in a-copy of verses. . Page 34

CHAP. V.

Garrick engages with Fleetwood for the fol-
lowing season at Drury-Lane—Meets
with universal applause in Lear, Richard,
and a variety of characters—He appears
for the first time in Hamlet—Some ac-
count of that play—Garrick’s great suc-
cess in the part—Plays in Fielding’s co-
medy of the Wedding Day—Acts Bayes in
the Rehearsal—Account of that play—
Garrick greatly admired in that character
—He mimicks some of the principal ac-
tors of that day—The passages selected by
Garrick for that purpose. .. ..... Page 40

o _



b tONTENTS:

CHAP. VI
Garrick engaged for a second season i
Drury-Lane—Meets with strong opposi-
tion on the first night of his appearance
—Quarrel between him and Macklin—Ac-
count of the cause and origin of that dis-
puie—Macklin publishes his case, written
for him by Corbyn Morris—Garrick’s an-
swer written for him by Guthtie, the histo-
 rian—Garrick not suffered to utter a word
of the character of Bayes—VFiolent riot—
Macklin’s party filled the house—They
gave the law, and carried every thing their
own way—Garrick’s friends protect him at
his next appearance—Macklin's faction
overcome, and driven out of the pit—Gur-
rcik restored, and the contest ends. Page 57

CHAP. VII.

Garrick in the character of Macbeth—Sir Wil-
liam Davenant’s alteration of that play had
kept possession of the stage—It was now
revived as written by Shakespeare—Par-
iies formed against Garrick Lefore he acted
the part, but all in vain—Garrick’s per-
Jormance triumphed over all malignity—
Otlservations on the play—dccount of
Garrick’s and Mrs, Pritchard’s acting .. 70




CONTENTS,

‘,?'-,‘i
[

CHAP. VIII

Regulus, a tragedy, Ly Mr. William Havard
—Some account of the author, and his
_ play, as also of Garrick in the part of Re-
gulus—The tragedy of Mahomet, Ly the
. Rev. James Miller—1It is taken from the
. Mahomet of Voltaire—The great import-
- ance of the subject—The moral enforces
the cause of benevolence and humanity—
Bigotry, superstition, and enthusiasm,
the cause of religious murder, massacres,
and terrible effusion of blood—The play
" nét well received in France, but in time
revived with great applause—Garrick in
" the part of Zaphna..........., Page 88

CHAP. IX.

Garrick in the character of Sir John Brute—
- Cibber’s tragedy of Papal Tyranny in the

reign of King John, acted at Covent-Gar-
. den—~Garrick revives Shakespeare’s King
- John in opposition to old Cibber—Thom-
- son’s tragedy of Tancred and Sigismunda ;
- Garrick in Tancred, and Mrs. Cibber in
. Sigismunda—Garrick in the character of
Othello, ,ouveevseeennn ... Page g9

c2



xil CONTENTS,

- —

CHAP. X.

Garrick, in Septemler 1745, goes 1o Dublm
—Acts there during the season, zn con~
Junction with Sheridan—The rebelllon in
Scotland—Lord Chesterfield, Lord Lzeu—
tenant cof Ireland—Garrick and Shen&an
meet with great applauscharry, the fa-
mous actor, made hzsjzut appearance in

- Othello—Gazrick was one of his warm
admirers, and, on Lis return to ﬁngland
made a fair report of him—Garrick acts
six nights inthe summner at Covent-Gar-
den theatre.................. Page 107

CHAP. X1

Rich engages Garrick for the ensuing seasorn
— A strong company of perfofmers at that
theatre; Quin, Mrs. Cibber, Mrs. Prit-
chard, Woodward, &c.—Barry engaged
by Lacy at Drury-Lane—A further ac-
count .of Barry, and Lis extraordinary
powers—Garrick and Quin carry all be-
Jore them—Garrick’s farde of Miss in her
Teens—Dr. Hoadley brings out his comedy
of the Suspicious Husband—Foofe’s criti-
cism, and approbation of the play—Gar-
_rick in Ranger, and Mrs. Pritchard in



W

CONTENTS X1}

e —tS————

Clarinda—GaI'rick’s excellent Epilogue—
Anecdote of Quin and Garrick .. Page 113

CHAP. XII.

Garnck Patentee of Drury-Lane, ia part-

* nership with Mr. La acy—Mrs. Cibber, Mrs.
Pritchard, Woodward, Havard, and some
others go over, to Drury-Lane—3Barry con-
tinues to act at that iheatre—Garri ck
opens the season with a Prologue Ly Dr.
Johnéon-—-—He resolves to restore nature
and Shakespe'tre to the stage—IHe revives

Venice Preserved— Plays Jaffier; and Barry

Pierre—dnaly sis of the play—The cha-
racter of Jaffier examined and delineated
—MTrs. Cibber in Belvidera. . . ... Page 131

CHAP. XIIL

The Foundling, a comedy, by Edward Moore

—Criticism on the play—The farce of
Lethe revived, and meets with opposition
Garrick’s alteration of Romeo and Juliet—
The catastrophe first altered ly Otway,
and greatly improved by Garrick—Romeo
given to Barry, who acqidits himself with
great applause—Mrs. Cibber charms every

"ear in the part of Juliet—The play of



