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LINNAUSS PREFACE

TO THE

BOTANIC READER.

S EVERAL years ago I comprized in a
- few aphorifms or fhort fentences the
theory and inftitutions of botany under the
name of Fundamenta Botanica, or the Fun-
damentals of Botany; the explanation of
which aphorifms, by examples, obferva-
tions, and demonftrations, diftin& and ac-
curate definitions of the parts of plantsand
terms of art, I have intituled Botanic Phi-
lofophy (‘Pbhilefophia Botanica), becaufe in
them were contained the pr111c1ples and
precepts of the {cience.

Of this Botanic Philofophy I have fome
time fince publifhed different parts; upon
the firft part or chapter of the Fundamenta
Botanica, a book called Bibliotheca Bota-
nica, the 3d edition, was publithed in 175%,
containing 220 pages; on the fecond an-
other called Claffes Plantarum, the 2d edi-
tion, in 1447, contains 656 pages; on the
fifth a treatile called Sponfalia Plantarum,
or the Nuptials of Plants ; on the feventh,

Az eighth,



iv. LINNAUS's PREFACE

elghth ninth, and tenth, a book called Cr:-
tica Bomﬂzm, or Botanic Critici{ms, pub-
Iithed in 1737, 270 pages, in 8vo; on the
twelfth, a tra® under the name of Vires
Plantarum, or the Virtues of Plants. The
remaining chapters, viz. the third, fourth,
fixth, and cleventh, I had long 1eiulwd to
'_pubhfh together with thofe mentioned
above, in one work, enlarged with new ex-
amples, obfervations, and demonftrations,
under the title of Botanic Philofophy, and
for this purpofe I had made large collections.
In the mean time, being frightened with
the profpe&t of what ftill remained to be
faid on this {fubje&, I began to be weary of
fuch a laborious underta%mg, and had put
it off to a more feafonable opportunity;
while my time, daily engrofled with cares
both public and private, or taken up in the
bufinefs of my profeffion, and travels un-
dertaken on account of natural hiftory,
{lipped fo faft away, that I began to defpair
of the fuccefs of fuch a work.

In the mean time my Bookfeller urging
the neceflity of a new edition of the Funda-
menta Botanica, all the copies of the former
being fold off, my ‘Pupils at the fame time
earneftly intreating me to add the parts of
plants and terms of art properly defined, in
the fame wayI ufed to deliver them in my
jeGtures ; to this their requeft were added,
the exhortations of fome of my friends,

eminent



to T BOTANIC READER: v
eminent in botany, that I would explain
the terms of art, and give definitions of the
parts of plants: in order to fatisfy both, I
began to reduce my colle&tions into an
abridgement for publication. But no {ooher
had T fet about this work, thdn 4 fevere fit
of the gout fo broke my ftrength of body
and mind, that it was ftopped as foen as
begun.

Having now in fome meafure recovered
my f{trength, I here prefent the reader with
an abridgement of the Bosanic Philofophy.
The book, though {mall at prefent, as con«
taining only the outlines or rudiments of
botany, publithed for the fake of my pu-
pils, I intend, if health and leifure fhould
permit, fhall make its appearance, oné time
or other, with large additions.

Being now bufied in colle¢ting the fpe=
cies of plants, I earneftly beg and intreat
all the moft eminent botanifts in Europe
to fend me compleat fpecimens of fuch
{carce plants as they have duplicates of, or
of thofe 1 have not hitherto mentioned,
that I may refer them to their proper ge-
nera, with their adequate fpecifie differences;
and it fhall be my care, in return, under
every fuch fpecies in this work, publicly to
teftify my gratitude to thofe who have fa-
voured me with fuch {pecimens:

- Upfal, Sept. 16, 1750, CHA. LinNzg’E, .
“ A3  THE
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THE
TRANSLATORs PREFACE.

U R author’s defign, in this compendi-

ous treatife, is to give us the outlines of
botany. The firft two chapters contain a
brief account of the rife and progrefs, the
fate, changes, and difcoveries in botany; the
times when, and the places where, cultz-
vated ; its improvements, and all the me-
thods ufed by the moderns in the difpofi-
tion and diftribution of plants. As the
whole of pradtical botany confifts i defini-
tion, difpofition, and denomination, Lin-
nzeus proceeds in the third and fourth chap-
ters to lay down accurate defcriptions and
definitions of all the parts of plants. In
the fifth chapter, where he treats of the
fexcs and generation of plants, we have al-
moft every thing relating to the theory of
vegetables. In the fixth, feventh, and
eighth chapters, he treats of the other two
parts of pratical botany, to wit, difpofition
and denomination, or the difpofing and
naming, . ¢. the arrangement of plants
and names ufed in botany, both claffic,
generic, and fpecific. In the four laft
chapters he treats of the varicties, {yno-

5 nyms,



PRETFACE. vit

nyms, general hiftory, medicinal virtues,
and other ufes of plants, whether efculent
or ceconomical.

‘The compleat hiftory of any plant fhould
contain the following particulars:

1. The clafs and order of each fyftema-~
tic writer to which it does belong ; and alfo
the natural order, tribe, or family. This
part of the {ubject is difcufled in Chap. II. |

2. The generic name of the plant. This
1s handled in Chap. VII; and,

3. The etymology or derivation of this
name, in Chap. VIL _

4. The generic chara&ers, in Chap. VI,

5. The fpecific difference of this from
others of the {ame genus, in Chap. VIII,

6. Thefynonymous names (in Chap. X.)
of all the different writers who have treated
on the plant, Chap. I.

7. The feveral varieties of the plant, in
Chap, IX. ’

8. The defcription of all its external
parts, in Chap. III, IV, V, and XI.

‘9. An accurate figure of the plant, in
Chap. XI. .

1o. The place of growth, foil, and cul-

ture. See Chap. XI. ‘ ‘
‘11. The times of leafing, flowering,
fruiting.  See alfo Chap. XI. |

12. The medicinal virtues and cecono-
mical ufes. See Chap. XII.

A 4 ‘ In



viil PRETFACE.

In treating of the medicinal virtues, we
ought to defcribe the manner of gathering
and curing, or preparing the plant ;—the
origin of its ufe ;—the inventor or difco-
verer 1f known, with the time when, and
the place where, firft difcovered ;—{cle&
paflages of the poets or others may and
ought to be illuftrated ;—hiftorical tradi-
tions, pleafant and entertaining, mentioned ;
—the parts in ufe ;—the marks by which
to know its goodnefs;—the quahtics, as
far as they are deducible from the fructifi-
cation, natural order, {fmell, tafte, colour,
and place of growth ;—experiments on the
fubje&t;—its chemical analyfis;—its rcal
medicinal virtues, its good and bad cffeéts,
in what difeafes ufcful, in what hurtful ;—
its preparations, what compounds it enters;
its dofes, and manner of giving; and laftly,
its fuccedanca.

In treating of the ceconomical ufes of
any plant, we thould alfo deferibe the man-
ner and time of gathering or felling, curing
or preparing, method of ufing, origin, In-

“wentor, hiftorical traditions, f%le& paflages,
&c. And thus we fee, that every chapter
of this treatife is extremely ufeful, and that
all of them together conftitute the funda-
mental parts of botany.

And as the whole of this ufeful Treatife
has not hitherto appeared in an Englith

drefs,



PRETFACE X

drefs, the Tranflator humbly hopes that
the prefent publication, in which he has
endeavoured throughout, without taking
too great liberties, to give the true fenfe
and meaning of his author, may be of ge-
neral ufe to thofe that are fond of this ftudy
or fafthionable amufement, and meet with-a
favourable reception from the public. He
alfo flatters himfelf that the errors and mif~
takes, which may be found in the follow-
ing theets, are not very great, and there-
fore begs the candid reader would look upon
them with an indulgent eye.

ERRAT A

Page 3. line 6. for Differentiaread Differentie. P.y. 1. 24,
for A%ztoiius read Antoninus, P. 22. L_)Z]'e.r for as tb7e mo t:
yead as in the moffes, ibid. 1. 29. for frudif. read frufifica-
tion. P, 24. L. 1. read imperfeit berbs. P. 25. 1. 6, g. 11,
13. p. 27- L 19. 21, 22, 24. for comp. f. read compound
Jower. P, 30,1 29. 32. p. 31. L 1. for comp, A. read
compound flowers. Ibid. 1. 16, 18. 21. for comp. read com-
pound. P. 41. L 30. for cor. read corolla. P. 5, 1 13. for
Indian f. vead Indian flowering-reed. P. 86. L. 22, for bip-
popbite vead bippophie. P. 115. 1. 6. for pifiilla vead pifiillum,
P. 126, L 14. for belidtores read belicteres. Po15o. L 18, for
pulling vead falling. P.279. k. 19. for calamare read calama-
rie. P.293. 1. 2. for tagates read tagetes. P.295.1 11. for
Silia read tlia, P. 313. 1. 10, for agriiolium read agrifolinm.
"P. 348. L 11. for eryphille read erwﬁ; P. 359.1 21. fhould
begin with a rule thus P. 368. L. 4. for perfe? vead im-
pefedd. P.453. 1 22. for adout o foot read about half a fiots
F. 455¢ L 10, for thick read flenders T
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THE ELEMENTS
6

PART L

INTRODUCTION,
$ECT. I.
LL things that fall under Gur notice
in this our earth, are the four fitnple
clexnetlts, earth; water, air, fire; and na-
tural bodies, which are compourded of the
four elements. ‘

_ SECT. IIL

The natural bodies are comrionly divia
ded into the three great kingdoms.of na-
ture, the foffil; vegetable, and animal.” Tao
defcribe and demonﬁrate the propetties of
the fouf elements, is the bufinefs of hatural
philofophy ; and to defcribe the fubjects of
the three great kingdoms of nature, is pro

petly the bufinefs of natutal hiftoty.
SECT»



2 THE ELEMENTS Partl.

SECT. III,

The fubjects of the foflil kingdom (though
they are the moft fimple and inorganical
bodies) have notwithftanding a certain fort
of growth. The vegetables have not only
an increafe of growth, but, being befides
organized bodies, and having a regular
propulfion of fluids through their proper
veflels, are alio endued with life.  Ani-
mals, the moft perfect in the feale of natu-
ral bodies, befides growth and life, are en-
ducd with fenfes.

SECT. IV.

That branch of natural hiftory which
teaches the right knowledge of vegetables,
and their application to the moft beneficial
ufes, is called botany; of the fundamental
principles of which we intend to treat in
the fame order with lLinnzus, who divides
his Philsfopbia Botanica, or Rudiments of
Botany into the twelve following chapters,
viz.

1. Bibliotheca. Of the various authers
andobooks avritren on botany.

2. Syflemata. I'he different botanic {yf-
tems.

3. Plante. The different parts of plants,

and their terms explained. ,

4. Frustificatio. The different parts of
fru&ification.
5. Sexuss



Chap.I. OF BOTANY. 3

5. Sexus. 'The {exes and generation of
_plants.

6. Characteres. The chata&ers of the gé=
nera, claffes and orders.
7 Nomina. 'The generic names.

8. Differentia. The {pecific names or dif-
ferences. -

9. Varietates. The varieties.
10. Synonyma. 'The {ynonymous names:
. Adumbrationes. The hiftory or coms
pleat defcription of plants,

12. Vires. The virtues ahd ufes of plants,

CHAP; I. The Botanic Library.

SECT. Vs

'This firft chapter contains an account of
the various authors, and their books which
have been written on the {fubject of botany,

SECT. VI. - -

'The authors (phytologi) who have writa
ten on plants, may be called either true
botanifts (éofanici), or only lovers of bo-
tany (botamphill). The ¢chief botanifts
fince the revival of learning (for we fhall
have occafion under fecion ninth to fpeak
' of the antients) are the following. In the
15th century Gaza and Barbarus.” In the
16th century Brunfelfius, Tragus, Cordus,
Ruellius, Ggﬁzer, Fufchius, Matthiolus,

B2 Dodonzus,



