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PREFACE

THE Abridgement now fubmitted to the can-
" dour of the Profeflion, and of the Public, confifts
of SeLecTions of the moft material and effential
parts of the juftly celebrated Commentaries of
Sir Wm. Blackftone, on the Laws and Confti-
tution of England ; in preparing which, my object
has been to preferve 1. Such parts as feemed
neceflary to be known by every individual, as a
member of the community, and, 2. Such as I
apprehended the profcﬁionél ftudent would with,
in a more particular manner, to inculcate and
rememiber,

By the method adopted of feletting entire paf-
fages, in the very words of the author, I imagined
I fhould inevitably acquire the important advan-
tage of preflerving the freedom, and {pirit of the
original, without any poffible danger of mifrepre-
fenting its genuine fenfe and conftruction’; an
advantage which I could not hope to attain in the
common mode of abridgement.

In the ~otEes I have intended to advert to the
alterations which have been effected in the legal
accuracy of the text, by ftatutes and cafes pafled,
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or decided fince it received the laft corrections of
the author, in which I hope that no material
omiffion will be imputed to me. Ihave alfoin
the very few inftances where any pofition in the
text {cemed, from its mode of ftatement either to
comprehend cafes to which it in ftrictnefs did not
extend, or to exclude thofe to which it in truth ap-
plied, fubjoined fuch remarks as I thought nccef-
fary to prevent the ftucent from inferring an erro-
neous conclufion.

- ~Theurility of a TeheChvom-of einis foit it Is perhaps
unneceflary to infift upon. No adequate benefit
can be derived from the Commentaries of Sir
Wm. Blackftone, unlefs by frequent and attentive
perufals but the ftudent, whatever may be his in-
duftry, will find it no eafy matter to return with
ardor and alertnefls (without which he will read to
little purpofe) toa fecond and a third perufal of
the fame volumes, protracted too as they now are
(though very properly) by long and numerous
Arnnotations. And if this be true of a profeffional
ftudier of the laws, how much more forcibly will
it apply to thofe who are occupied in the various
purfuits “of agriculture and commerce ; but thefe
are equally liable to the fevere and juft animad-
verfions of the law, if they infringe, however

inadvertently, upon its ordinances.

AT atime moreover, when the fcience of legif-
Jation and government is fo generally and fowarmly
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difcuffed, a familiar promulgation of thofe laws
which form the body and bulwark of our glorious
and enviable conftitution, feems peculiarly expedi-
ent and defirable ; by which I truft it will be per-
ceived that the laws of England require only to
be known, to be refpected and revered; and f{uch
reverence will naturally induce every one to unite,
in one voice, to preferve them inviolate; and
that in the regular and only conftitutional way
which the law itfelf has delineated.

And here T eanriot but remark that thefe de-
firable ends might be advantagecufly promotcd,
by introducing fuch a compenditm of our laws
into the upper forms of our public fchools, for
which the familiar manner of the Commentaries
are adrnirably adapted : it would imprint upon the
Jjuvenile mind, at a period when moft eafily fufcep-
tible of impreffions, a veneration for the Laws and
Conftitution of his Country, and furnith him
with a guard againft the dangerous principles of
innovation and diffolutenefs, which unfortunately
are at prefent {o induftrioufly propagated, by the
enemies of rational freedom. And it would, alfo,
afford him a protection in the common affairs
of life, as well againft his own natural inadver-
tency, as the fraud and artifices of others.

I thould be doing injuftice to my own feelings,
to conclude without acknowledging the obliga-
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tions I am under to Mr. Chriflian, whofe truly
elegant, and ufeful Annotations, have afforded me
not only much entertainment and improvement,
but alfo fome valuable hints in refpect to recent
inaccuracies of the text, which might otherwife

have efcaped fo young an editor.

The Errata, which the reader will perceive at
the end of the volume, may, I fear, be thought
not a little numerous; but the great diftance of
my refidence from the prefs, made it impoffible
for me to have Mrarfreyoens-cesamaincation with
the publither which was neceflary, in order to ren-
der it as free from errors as I could with.

With, however, all it’s imperfections, I cheers
fully fubmit it to the ordeal of a generous Pub-
lic; particularly relying on the candour and in-
dulgence of the Profeflion, not to pafs too criti-
cal a {crutiny on endeavours, which, whatever
may be their fuccefs, have been exerted with dif-
interefted views for the public fervice.

C:;G‘,‘O'/‘:‘,
6th Nov. 17536,
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INTRODUCTION.

OF THE

LAWS or ENGLAND.

THE municipal law of England, or the rile of civil

conduét prefcribed to the inhabitants of this kingdom,
may with fufficient propriety be divided into two kinds ; the
lex non fcripta, the unwritten, or common law; and the
lex [eripta, the written, or flatute law.

The lex non feripta, or unwritte: law, includes not only
general cuftoms, or the common law properly fo called, but
alfo the particular cuflams of certain parts of the kingdom ;
and likewife thofe particular luws that are by cuftom obferved
only in certain courts and jurifditions.

When I call thefe parts of our law wges non feripte, I would
not be underftood as if all thofe laws were at prefent merely
oral, or communicated from the former ages to the prefent
folely by word of mouth; but becaufe their original inflitu~
tion and authority are not fet down in writing, as atts of
parliament are, but they receive their binding power, and
the force of laws, by long and immemorial ufage, and by
their univerfal reception throughout the kingdom.

This unwritten, or common law, is properly diftin-
guithable into three kinds: 1. General cuftorns; which are
the univerfal rule of the whole kingdom, and form the com-
mon law, in its {tri€ter and more ufual fignification. 2. Par~
ticular cuftoms ; which for the moft part affet only the in-
habitants of particular diftri@s. 3. Certain pasticular laws ;

B ~



