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Mponor

bonee yethipéx ThICAUEneTHI Hazan umneparop Koren DmiapuoH MOKUHYA POAHBIE Kpast
U MPUBET BEPHBIX eMYy JIIo[iei Ha HOBbIE 3eMiu. byayuu ceiHOM cBoero oTia, Koren obmaman oct-
pPBIM YMOM U C PaHHHUX JIET MPOCIBLI HEMIPEB30MAEHHBIM MonkoBoAneM. Ho, Oynyun 4eTBEPTHIM
MIPETEHJICHTOM Ha MPECTOJ, OH MOHSUI, YTO €r0 O4Yepe/ib 3aHSITh TPOH TaK U HE JOUIET IO HETO,
U B BO3pacTe ABAALATH TPEX JIET OH cOOpasl BEPHBIX €My JIIO[eH U MOKUHYI POJHBIE Kpasi, OTIpa-
BUBIIUCH HAa MMOUCKU NpukiItodeHnid. Crnenosas 3a Maiipoii — caMoil sspkoii 3Be3/10i1 HOYHOTO He0Oo-
CBOJIa €0 HEeOOMbIOM (PIOT MpUYATHIT K BOCTOYHOMY Oepery HeM3BEJaHHOTO KOHTHHEHTa. AKKa-
pUsl — TaK Ha3bIBaJIach 3Ta 3eMJIsA. BbICOKHE TOPBI M OOMIMPHBIC TOJIS, OTPOMHBIC PEKH U JKapKHE
MyCTBIHU U HEU3BEJAHHBII, TAMHCTBEHHBIN ceBep. J{0KUB 10 BOCBMUIECATH JIET CUIOU U XUTPO-
CTBIO OH CyMell IOKOPUTh MPAKTHUYECKU BCIO CEBEPHYIO YacTh Akkapuu. HenoasiactHeiMM OcTa-
JuCh Jullb cuibHeimue Bparu Korena — TepmaHckoe 1IapcTBO, OTTECHEHHOE MM Ha 3aCylLUIH-
BbIM 3ana] U TeHucras 10JIMHA — IPUCTAHUILE YyKA0M UMIepuu Maruu. [IpoxXuB 101ryro xKu3Hb,
Koren ymep ocTaBMB MOTOMKaM CHJIbHEMILIEE TOCYIapCTBO HA BCEHl TEPPUTOPUHM KOHTUHEHTA —
Nmnepuro Korena. Ho BpeMs HEyMOIMMO M Ha CMEHY OJIarOpPOACTBY M YECTH IMPUXOAAT JIOKb
u koBapcTBo. Cryctst 3661 ron nmocne npudsiTua Korena B AKkapuio, HaCJIeIHBIA MPUHII, BEIO-
MBIii TIIECTaBHEM, MPEAall CBOIO CTPaHy, MOryOUB ce0si 1 COTHU BEPHBIX eMy Jrofei. DTy Tpare-
st okpectun «lIpegarenscTBoM npuHay. MMs ero Obl10 BEIYEPKHYTO M3 UCTOPUU U 3a0BITO
Ha Beka. Hayx umnepueit HaBuc Mpak v Torna npuHil Apro, Ciae1yonid HacIeJHUK TPECTOoa, BO3-
POIMII CTpaHy, BEPHYB JIOISIM BEPY B CIIPABEAIMBOCTh. 3Be31y Ha 4€pHOM (poHE cMeHHIT chUHKC
Ha aJioM, a C HUM CMEHUWJIOCh M UMs CTpaHbl, U 1enasa 3noxa. Tenepp Mmnepus Korena crana
u3BecTHa kak Mmnepus Apro, unu Hosas Umnepus. ['ocygapcTBo ¢ mpuxo10M MOJIOAOTO UMIIEpa-
TOpa MOAHSIOCH C KOJICH, HO TaK U HE CMOIVIO BEPHYTh CBOM 3€MJIM, TOTEPSIHHBIE TIOCTIE COOBITUIN
«IIpenarenbctBay. C TeX MOp B UMIIEPUU IPUHITO HOBOE JIETOUCUUCIICHHUE, BEYIlIE€ CBOE HAYasI0
C BOCXOXJEHUSI ApPro Ha TPOH.

U Bot ciiycts 603 rona co aHs nosiBiaeHus: Ha cBeT HoBoil Mnepuu, crapblii Bpar pemmi
pOSIBUTH ceOs1. [ oHMMast xaXk 10l MIeHus, TeHUCTas JOJIMHA BhIBEJIA B CBET CBOIO aPMHIO: CHITh-
HYI0, HEyTOMUMYIO U... MEPTBYIO. KONKB CUIIBI JECATKH, @ MOKET U COTHU JIET, apMHUSI KOJAYHOB
Obl1a caMOil MHOTOYHMCIIEHHOM U3 BCEX, YTO KOTAA-THO0 BUICTN UMIIEPIIbI, U IPAKTUYECKU HEYS3-
BUMOM. VIX BOMHBI XOTh U YCTyHaJIM B CKOPOCTH U MPOBOPCTBE KUBBIM, HO UMEIH HEOCTIOPUMOE
MPEUMYIIECTBO — UX OBLIO HEBEPOSITHO CIOKHO YOUTh, M HUKAKasi paHa HE CKa3bIBAJUCh HA CIIO-
COOHOCTH MEPTBEIOB CpakaThcsi. OrpOMHBINA MOTOK HEKMBBIX BOMHOB JBUHYJICS C IOra Ha CTO-
nuiy umnepun — Kpony Akkapuu, cMeTasi Ha CBOEM MyTH Jto0oe conpoTuBieHre. Kaxplii mas-
mvii B 0010 UMIIEpel] MOJHUMAJICS M BIIMBAJICS B PSIIbI IIAraloIMX TPYIOB, MOMOIHSSA U 6€3 TOro
YyJOBUILHYIO OpAYy HEXHUTH. 1 Ka3anock, HET y KUBBIX CIIACEHHUS, KOTJIa TOJIIBI MEPTBELIOB OCa-
JIAJIH FO’KHYIO 4acTh rOpo/ia, pa3AesIEHHON peKO Ha IBE MOJIOBUHBI, U JIUIIb CAMOOTBEPKEHHOCTh
MMIIEPCKUX JIESTMOHEPOB BKYIE ¢ MATMYECKOM CUJION CMOMIIU MEPETOMUTh X0 BOMHBI. KonayHsl,
BEAyIIHE 32 COOO0 OCTATKU CBOEH MEPTBOI CBUTHI, O€kKald, IO MMy TH MOAHUMAS U3 MOTHII BCEX, KTO
em€ Mor xoTs Obl mepeasurarses. Jloopasmuck 10 beckpaiiHero 10kHOro jeca, OHH OTIYCTHIIN
U3 TI0J] CBOETO KOHTPOJISI BCEX, KOTO yCIENHu clielaTh CBOMMHU CIyraMH 3a Bpemsi Oerctaa, u Jiec
3aMOJIOHUJIN THICSIYM TTOJIHSIBIIMXCS U3 MOTHJI TeJl. BhIpBaBIIMCH U3-110/1 KOHTPOJISE CBOMX XO35€B,
OHM MPUHSJIUCH HAIAJIaTh HAa BCE JKUBOE B OKPYTE, MbITAACh YTOIUTH CBOM ronon. bpocusmmuecs
B MOTOHIO 32 OTCTYHAOLIMMU MEPTBELAMU OCTaBIIMECS JIETUOHBI YIOAWIN B JIOBYLIKY — B JIEC,
HAIOJIHEHHBIN KPOBOXKAHBIMU Uy0BUIIaMU. OTCTYNUBILINE COIAATHI CTOJKHYJIMCH C HOBBIM Bpa-
TOM, KOTOPBIM yIrpoKaj BCEMY 0Ty UMIIEPUH.

U BoT, ciycTs roa nmocine coObITHIA, 3aMMCaHHBIX B JIETOMKCH 1O UMeHeM «BoiiHa ¢ MEpT-
BBIMIY, UMIIEpUs pellniia MOKOHYUTh pa3 M HaBcerna ¢ Bo3Hukieil npodiaemoit. K beckpaitnemy
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Jecy ObUIM CTSHYTBI BCE BOMCKA, OCTABLIMECS Y TOCYJapCTBa, YTOOBI OJHUM yAApOM INOKOHYHUTH
C TOJMaMH OPOASIINX I10 JECYy MEPTBELIOB.
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1. MaTb

XooAHBIN TyMaH IpoOupacs Moj OACKIY He JaBasi IaHCa COXPAaHUTh MajeIlne 0CTaTKu
tera. OH MO&XKUIICS, HO OT 3TOTo Temiee He cTano. «/lopora Hazam MoxkeT ObITh uncta. OHU
JOJHKHBI OBUTH TIPUCTIATh MOMOIIIBY, — TPOOMIIACh MBICTH CKBO3b yXOAsIIUiK coH. Ho ero Hanexna
OMSATh yracia, Kak ¥ MocleqHue yIiu goropatouero kocrpa. 1 tak kaxngoe yrpo. Bor yxe nBena-
JAUAThId JeHb noapsa. O HUX HUKTO HE 3HAET, 3allUyTaBIIME B 3TOM YEPTOBOM JIECY BOCEMb UYEJIO-
Bek. [lopa BctaBars. Hebo 3aTsHyTO Tyyamu, HO y)Ke MOXKHO MATH Janblie, He 00sCh 3a0pectu
B TpsicuHy. HeT, Ha3ax Henb3sl, TaM TONBKO CMepTh, TaM MEpTBbIE. M onn unyT cinenom. OH nepe-
BEpHYJICS HA CIIUHY, cell. BocrmoMruHaHusl BHOBb HAXJIbIHYJIM HA HETO, BOCIIOMUHAHUS TOTO JTHSI.

Beuepom npo3Byyan curaan TpeBOTrH, 0O3HAYAIOIIHIA, 4TO Bpar Onu3Kko. bimke ueM oHu pac-
cuutbiBanu. Jloin CeliH, necaTHUK IMIEpCKOro JIernoHa, BBICTABUII CBOMX COJIAAT B MEPBBIM psJl
CTpOSi, TOTOBBII BCTPETUTHCS C BParoM JIUIOM K JIKIy. BOT TOIbKO HE ObLIM OHM elI€ COAaTaMu —
CIUIONIHBIE 3eNIEHBIE HOBOOpaHIIbl. ApMus reHepana Kas, Tpu Teicauu neumx, cpeau KOTOPBIX J1BE
C MOJOBUHOM — HOBUYKH-KONEHIIIMKYA U HU OJJHOTO KOHHOTO, 32 UCKJIFOUEHUEM CaMOro reHepasa
¢ ero TenoxpanurenasiMu. CTosi TaM, Ha IEPEOBOM, €T0 OXBATUJIO CTPAHHOE YYBCTBO OECIIOKOM-
CTBa, KOTJIa KOJIMYECTBO MEPTBEIIOB MEPEBATUIIO 32 HECKOJIBKO coTeH. He ycreB BCTynuTh B OO,
aeruoH aporuyn. OH omryman 37o. [lepBbie naTh MUHYT 0O0sI MPOILLIH YAAYHO U Ka3aJl0Ch, YTO OH
omuOcsl, MOKa U3 Jieca He BHINOJI371a OCHOBHAS Macca MEpTBELIOB. BOT OHU-TO U CMeNu HEOKpeTI-
IIMX JYXOM U TeJIOM HOBOOpaHIeB. M3 ero necaTku B )KUBBIX OCTAIMCh TOJIBKO OH Aa ['per — ero
BEPHBII IPYT, C KOTOPBIM OHU CTOSUIU IIJICUOM K IIJIEUY BOT YK€ JECATH JIET.

Jloiin1 noBepHyJ1 roJIOBYy HaJIEBO, TY/1a, [JI€ BOPOUAJICs elllé He JO KOHIIA NpOCHyBIIuics [ per.
OO6nau€HHBIN B KOJBYYTY, MOMICAIIYIO P>KaBBIMU MSATHAMU, €My ObLIO TaKkKe XOJIOHO, KaK U BCEM
octanbHbIM. CraTh B JOCIIEXe HE caMoe yJ0OHOE 3aHATHE, J1a BOT TOJBKO HE 0 yA0OCTB, KOTrJa
cMepTh UAET o naram. [Tsaas Ha ToBapuiia, Jloin cHOBa 04y THIICS Ha moJie OUTBHI.

VYxe yepes ABa/ALIaTh MUHYT MOCJIE Hayana 6051 apMus IPEBPATUIIACh B OXBAYCHHYIO Y’KACOM
HEyIpaBlsieMyto Tonmy. MEpTBbIE pa3phIBall COJAT, CONAATHI Oexkallu C most 005, COTHUKHU Ka3-
HUJIM 1€3€PTUPOB Ha MECTE, A COTHUKOB B CBOIO OUYEPEb yCMUPSUIH MEPTBBIE. ET0 COTHIO OTACININ
OT OCHOBHBIX CHJI M IPOOPATHCSI CKBO3b TOTOK MEPTBELIOB, /17151 BOCCOSTUHEHHSI C BOWCKOM, OOJIbIIIE
He Ob110 Bo3MoxkHOCTH. U Torna [Tapk Moptuc, COTHHK, MpUKa3al BCEM MPOIBUTaThCs K OMYIIKe
neca. K ToMy MOMEHTY JKHBBIX OCTaBajIOCh OKOJO TPEX AECITKOB. MopTuc morud, He A00ekaB
710 Jieca KaKOi-TO COTHU (PyTOB, @ TaM OT HUX OTCTalu. MEPTBBIX MPHUBIIEKAT IIyM OUTBBI U KPUKU
001M MOrubaroUINX JETHOHEPOB, U UX MPOCTO He 3amedanud. OHH PEMUIN YIIIyOUThCS B JiEeC
Moclie TOro, KaK CIYCTS 4ac apMusl OKasalach pa3durta. Bc€ mose 3amojoHUIN MEepTBElbl, KaK
emi€ He OCTHIBILKE, TaK U BoccTaBiue. butea Obuta mpourpana. Ha ToT MOMEHT U3 TpHUILIATH HX
OCTaJIOCh ke nsaTHaaAuaTh. KomannoBanue Ha ceOst B3si1 CTEHIIH, ONBITHBIN IECATHUK, OTAABIINAN
ciry>k0e BCIO CBOIO CO3HATENbHYIO KHU3Hb. Kpenkuii KopeHacThIi My HK, CPeTHEro pocTa, 0bmaaaa-
TeJb IYCTOM OOPOABI C MPOCEIBI0 U KIIEBIIA, 3aMEHSIOIIETO CTaHAapTHBINA Medu BouHa Mmnepckoro
nernoHa. CTEHIU JIOBKO YBOJIWJ MX OT MpecienoBareseil, Ho BCE e UM He yaanoch n30exarb
noTepb. 3a JBEHAALATh MPOIIEAIINX C pa3rpoMa AHEH, OHM NOTepsIn ceMb uenoBek. [llecreppix
3a0payii MEPTBEIE, a elI€ OIMH YTOHYI B TPSICHHE.

—Tak, mapau, nonuumaemcs! JlaBaiite, pazmunaiite cBou JsbKku! JlecsaTe MUHYT Ha COOpBI! —
B3peBen CTEHIH.

— MBI 1 Tak ye ynuid BEPCT Ha CTO OT 00itHH. Buast 6oru, Mbl Tpu JHS HU OJHOTO MEpTBELa
He Bujenu! — xano0Ho oTBeTH eMy beH, HoBoOpaHell, KOTOPOMY MOBE3JI0 OCTAThCsl B )KUBBIX.

— U cKonbKo THI XOYelllb MPOCUIETh Ha KOUKe Kak Jisrymka? — CTeH HaXMypHJl OpOBH.

— Hy, mbl Benp xuBbl. Hac yxe nomkHbl ckatk. MBI ke connarel MIMIepckoro jgeruoHa.
CBoux ke He OpocaroT. 3a HaMu IpUIYT... — B rojoce bena nmpo3Bydasna yracaromias HaJiexaa.
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— Hauynéwm ¢ Toro, 4yTo 3a HaMU HUKTO HE NPUIET, KpoMe MEPTBbIX. HUKTO HE 3HAET, 4TO MbI
*uBbl. Hac HEKTO He niet. MbI camu 1o cebe, — CTeHIT OTBEpHYJICS oT beHa u mommén noropar-
nuBath Apyrux. [loxoxe, 4To B ciope Oblja MOcTaBjIeHa TOUKA.

Hoiun pacnpsimuiics, nocmorpen Ha bena:

— Crennu npas, beH. 3neck Mbl HUKOMY HE HYKHBI, KpoMe Hac camux. Jla emeé MepTBaKam.
Tak uto coOupaiicsi, y Te0s OCTaNIOCh AEBIATH MUHYT. JDTO KacaeTcsi Bcex! — 00paTHIICs OH K IPYTUM
HOBOOpaHIIaM, C HHTEPECOM HAOIIOAIOIIUM 32 UX PA3TOBOPOM.

Mornono#t conaar moTymuICsA B 3¢MJII0 M MOJTYa TIPOJOIIKIIT cOOMparh cBou Bemu. [Toxoxe,
HAJeK/1a BEPHYTHCS JOMOM JIOPOrOH, KOTOPOM OHU NPHUIUIM, OCTaBUja U €ro. JloWi MoBepHyICs
¥ OCMOTpEJI CBOM HEXUTPBIM ckapO: LIUT, Meu Ja Konb€. CBOM KMHXKaJl OH MOTEPsUl B TOW Hepas-
Oepuxe, UTO U HE YAUBUTEIBHO. 3aT€M OH OAEPHYI MOPKABEBIIYI0 MECTAMU KOJIBUYTY, TOIPABUII
nosc U npuuenua Med. Ha ronoBy oH Hajen cBOM BUIABIIUI BUJIbI IIUIEM, 3@ CIIMHY NEPEKUHYI
U3pYOJICHHBIN IIUT, a B PyKY B3sUI mecTH(yTOBOE KOMbE. K MpomomkeHnio moxoaa oH ObUT TOTOB.

— Jloiin, Tl 3HaelIb, 1 caM MOTY WX Bpa3yMHTb, — YCIbIIIAJI OH HErpoMkuii rogoc Crena. Ox
MIOBEPHYJICS HA MOI-000pOTa M B3IVISHYI Ha JECATHUKA. — Pe0sitam ceifuac HyKeH pelIUTeIbHBIN
JUZEP, CIOCOOHBIM CaMOCTOATENbHO IPUHUMATh PEIICHHUS, a THI. ..

— Crennw, st BCE IOHUMAIO0, — IEPEeOWIT OH JCCATHHUKA, — JIydIlIe TeOs C ATOH 3a7adeit HUKTO
He crpaBuTcs. S caM MpeaIoKIIT TeOs B Ka9eCTBE CTAPILETo, — OH TOJIOKIII PyKY Ha TUIEU0 MOTY-
4yero BomHa. — Ham Hy)KHO celnTh, IpeAuyBCTBUE Y MEHS CKBEPHOE. YXOAUTh HaM HaJlo.

— 5l oTocnan AByX pa3BeIUMKOB Ha3a/l, IOCMOTPETh, HE UAET 11 KTO. OHU JTOJIKHBI BEPHYTHCS
C MUHYTBI Ha MUHYTY. JIOXK/1EMCS UX U B ITyTh.

— Xopoo, — JIoWJI nonpaBwiI CBOM Me4 U OCMOTPEJICA.

Jlarepb ObUT OYTH rOTOB K NoXoxy. [14Th yenoBek He cunTas ero camoro, Tpoe U3 KOTOPhIX
HoBOOpaHLbl. OH He Hawén Mutua u Cano. Cano — crpanHoe ums. Kakoil HopmanbHbIN poIUTEND
Ha30BET Canom cBoero ped&nka? XoTs, 3T0 MOXKeT ObITh U KIM4YKa. Beé-Taku mapeHp oTiamyancs
KPYIHBIMH rabapuTamMu OT ocTajibHbIX. Kinuka 310 min ums, pazodparbcest [{oiin Tak u He ycnel.
[la 1 He xoTel, HaBepHOE.

Bapyr ero BHUMaHue NPUBJIEKIIO ABUKEHUE CPEAU JepEBbEB. MUTY MEPBBIM 110/1aJ1 F0JI0C:

— OTO MBI, MEPTBBIE HEMOAAIEKY.

— I'me onn? Cxonbko ux? — HabOpocwuiics Ha HUX C paccrpocamMu CTEHIIH.

— MunyTtax B cemu X0p0bl K ceBepy oTctofa. Ha ux myTu TpsicuHa, Tak 4To BpeMs y Hac
noka emé ectb. S HacuuTain aBa necarka, Cano roBOpPUT, YTO UX ropaszzio Ooblie, MO, BUIUT OH
Jy4llle MEHsl B TyMaHe, — MUTY ycTaBUJICS Ha TOJICTSIKA.

— A-a-a uro 51? 4 ke roBopun Tebe, Muty, Tam Janbliie, B vaiie, ux ThmMa, — Cajao BELIaBHII
u3 ce0s cioBa OyATO OT HUX 3aBHCEJIA €r0 KU3Hb.

— Xppp, Oyab OHU IPOKJIATHL, 3TH TPYIOEnbl, — npopbruai Ctennu. — Berasuraemes! Mept-
BSIKM [IPUILLIN ITOJIAKOMUTHCS HALIMMM TyILIKaMu !

— Ecnu ux mapa 1ecsATKOB, TO MBI MOYKEM JIETKO UX NepeOuTh, — J{0W ycbIman HerpoOMKUi
ronoc ['pera 3a cniuHoil. — Koja Mbl IpoOphIBAIUCE K JIECY, UX ObUIO HAMHOTO OOJbIIIE.

— Korna mMbl IpopbIBaIUCh K JIECY, HAC OBLIO TPUALIATH YEJIOBEK, a 100panach TOJIBKO MOJIO-
BHUHA, — cKenThuecku noamets Join. — Uto ecnu tonctsk npaB? Ecnu ux Tam He ABaALATh,
a 100pasi COTHs, YTO Torna?

— VY cTpaxa 1ia3za BeJIHMKH, a y3aH OOHUTCs, TO BUIHO, — [ per ycTaBuiics Ha TOJICTsAKA. — EMy
cefyac JMIb Obl MOAAIBIIE OTCIO/Ia OKAa3aThCsl.

— Tr1 x04ens 6051, HO TOCMOTPHU BOKPYT: HAC BOCEMBD, IIATEPO JTAKE HE 3HAIOT KAKOH CTOPOHOH
KOIIbs OUTh Bpara, /ja U KONuil y HUX JBa Ha BceX. MBI-TO MOXET U BBDKMBEM, /1a OHU MOJISITYT BCE.

— Beictynaem! — BHOBb ITPOPEBEI MOKUBLINI Ha TOM CBETE JECATHUK.

— Moxemb cam noroBoputb co CTEHOM, HO OH HE CTAHET PUCKOBATh JKU3HIMM MapHEH, —
Jlo¥in B3MISHYIM Ha Apyra U MOBEPHYJICS K MIPEIBOIUTENIO UX MAJIEHBKOTO OTPs/a.
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— Sl moiiny nepBbIM, — IPOPOKOTANI MOTyuuid AecsaTHUK. — ben, Mutu, Caino, I'epoii, IToTT —
3a MHOM. Jloitn u ['per 3ambIkaroniue.

Tax oHU U BBILLIK B IyTh, TOHUMBbIE BIEPE] CTPaxoM, roJI0A0M, CMEPTHIO U BEAOMbBIE OCTAT-
KaMU yTacarole Haaexapl. JJona meén caMbiM MOCIEIHUM, TOTPYKEHHBIA B CBOM MBICIU U BOC-
noMuHaHus. Crnepeayu KTo-TO HaCBUCTHIBAJI IPOCTEHBKYIO MEJIOJINIO, HO CBUCT HE OTBJIEKAJ €ro
OT IyM.

— 3aTKHUCH yKe, Tynuia! Thl Ha Hallly TOJIOBY BCEX MEPTBELIOB COOEpENIh! — pa3macs uen-
TO THEBHBIN BO3IJIAC.

— Ckaxxu 3T0 MOEMY Meuy, HUYTOXKHBIN! — rosnoc I'epost mpo3Byyan Kak BCEra BbI3bIBAIOLIIE.

— 3arkHuTECh yXkKe Bce! — B3peBen CTennu, 0oJblie MOX0KUN HAa MEABENS B KOJIBUYTE, UEM
Ha yenoBeka. Ero kocmarast rojosa Oblila TAKOW OIPOMHOM, UTO Ka3aJ0Ch Ha HEE HE ChIILETCS HU
OJIMH LIUIEM BO BCEH MMIlepUH. — Majlo MHE CTOHOB ATHX, HEJJOYIIOKOEHHBIX, TaK TYT €Il Ballll
KPUBJISIHUSL BHICITYIIIMBATh IPUXOAUTCA.

I'epoii, MTOHU3KB TOH, TPOAOKIII IIUIIETh TPOKIIATHS HAIIPaBO U HAJIEBO. JlOWII BHOBB ITOIPY-
3WICS B CBOM MBICIIH.

I'epoii. Yto on 3Han 06 3TOM napHe? 3aHOCYMBBIN U HAIVIBIN — IIEPBOE, YTO MPUXOIUT HA YM.
CunbHbli, XpalOpslii, 6e3paccyanbiii. He morepsin cBo€ konbe. Yke He 1m10x0. MHUT ce0s repoeM,
CUMTAET, YTO MOJIOBHHA OTPsi1a 00si3aHa CBOEH KU3HBIO UMEHHO eMy. YOI HECKOJIBKO MEPTBEIIOB,
HO TOBOPHT, 4TO UX OblIN AecATKU. JIykaBut. IlocTosIHHO XBacTaeTcs CBOEH HACHIIIEHHOM )KU3HBIO
10 JeTHoHa. «Jla y MeHs BO Bcex IEepeBHSIX BOKPYT 1Mo 0ade Ha CHOCSX, Ja s Tebe 3y0 maro», —
HE IPOXOJIUT U MoJTy4yaca, 4TOObI OH He IPOU3HEC 3Ty (Ppazy. [ pe3uT, uTo CTaHET BEIIMKUM repoeM,
0 KOTOpPOM OyIyT ciaraTh JIET€H]Ibl, IETh IECHU U Ha3bIBaTh JIeTeH B €ro 4ecTb. [locTosHHO npu-
JMpaeTcs K TOJICTAKY: «OH, KabaHYMK, KOTJa e/1a 3aKOHYUTHCS MOXKHO 51 Te0st cheM? ['bI-TBI-ThI!»
Ot pazaymuii ero oTBi€k rojgoc CreHa:

— Tak, npusai. I1sTe MuHYT!

Joi1 momonién K 1eCATHUKY:

— Crenun, ociymain, Mbl M Tak TaJieKo 3a0paliuch B Jiec.

— Ha, na, s 3Har0, 1ajaplie Ha Fr UATH Hesb3sl. HO M BEpHYTBCS MBI HE MOKEM.

— 3nauyut cBopaunBaem? Kyna? Ha Boctok?

— Her, Ha BoCTOKE ropHas Irpsza, 1a U Ha JIOAEW HapBaThCsA TaM IIAHCOB HET. Ecinu mepr-
BSIKM Hac TaM IPWAKMYT TO Bc€, cunTai, nponanu. [Iponomxars HATH Ha 10T — TOKE HE BApUAHT —
ynpémcs B bank-Xapay, a OHM 4y>Ke3eMLEB He KaIyIOT. Pemar eme, 4To Mbl OT KOJAYHOB, TOTAA
YK JTydllle IpsIMO ceiiuac Ha MEYH MOIPbIraTh.

— 3HauuT, ocTaéTcs 3anaj, — caMblid XyAIIUNA BapuaHT o MHeHuto Jloina.

— a, 3anan. JIo rpaHuIibl ¢ KOJIYHAMU JAJIEKO, MOXKET, U IIPOCKOYNM HE3aMEUEHHBIMM, 4 TaM
u 10 Wmnepckoro nmytu pykoil nogars. Emé B mnarepe, 10 6oiiHu, g cislman oT Moptuca, 4To
CBsilLIeHHBIN OTPs] BBILIEN HA O0M Kak pa3 B T€ MecTa. bbITh MOXKET Mbl UX TaM U BCTPETUM.

— Ho tam méptaele. ..

— MéEpTBBI€ IIOKa YTO TOJBKO 37€Ch. TaM HEM3BECTHO 4TO. MOXKET, KOJAYHBI HEIYI0 aPMHIO
cobpamnu, a MoxeT CBAIIEHHbIE BOMHBI YK€ TEHUCTYIO IOJIMHY OCaXIaloT.

—Yro x, CTeH, ThI €1I€ HU pa3y HE OIINOCS, TaK YTO BEAH, — KUBHYI emy Jloii.

— Bot Tonbko criepBa 000iaEM 00IOTO U Cpa3y ke CBEepHEM, — OH TIOCMOTPEI Ha PacceB-
IIMXCSI IO KOUKaM coyigaT. — YTo-TO Mbl 3aCHJENNUCh Ha MECTE, TaK MOKHO U KHUPOM 0OpacTu.
BricTynaem! — BHOBb B3peBesl MOTY4Hid BOMH.

D10 OB MEPBBIA ACHB TTOCIIe O0IHY, KOrJia He00 OYUCTHIIIOCH OT Tyd. [{o ToyaHs OHH TIPO-
JIOJIKAJIM TUIECTUCH Ha 0T, HO KAaK TOJIBKO COJIHIIE OKA3aJIOCh B 3€HUTE UM, HAKOHELl, BbIIAJ IIAHC
CBEpHYTh Ha 3anai. [lo myTu uM HUKTO He BcTpedascs U Joiul pemu, yTo ero onaceHus: Obun
HanpacHsbl, oka MUTY HE 3aMETUJI IEPBOTO MEPTBELIA.
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— B-0-0-0-H TaMm, Bepenu, cieBa, MEXy ABYX OCHH, — BBITSHYB PYKY, ThIKaJ OH HaJIbLIEM
B IMOKAYMBAIOIIUAICS CUITYIT.

— 51 pa3bepychb ¢ HUM, — cka3ai ['per u yxe caenan nepsblil mar, korna CTeHIu npuaepxal
€ro 3a IJIeyo.

— Iloroau, He Toponuck. [lyckail 3Tu KeATOPOTUKU NONPOOYIOT CBOM CUibl. Tak, KTO TYT
y Hac emi€ He onpoOoBaJl CBOM Meu?

— S roroB! — caenan mar Boepén [epoit.

— Her, s Buzen, 4To OT TBOMX MOTYYHX yAapOB MEPTBAKH pa30eraroTcsi B y)Kace He BHISA
JIOPOTH, — BO3PA3WJI CTapblid IECATHUK. — MHE HY>KEH KTO-TO, KTO €IIE HE Cpakalics. beH, CKOTbKUX
Thl yOumn?

— S1? Hy, ne 3uato. [Tomuto, Oun, a yous ...

— Bort TBI-TO €ro u ykokommuib. Jlepxu Mo€ konb€. [lomoliam kK HEeMy U Bcaau B TosoBy. Jla
Tak, 9T00 OH Ooyiee He pacxakmBall 1o 3emie. M He maif emy k Tebe mogoOparkcsi. Ha Tebe Her
KOJIBYYTH, & KyCaroTCsl OHU OM Kak OOJIbHO.

— A eciii MeHS YKYCHT, sl HE CTaHy TakUM ke, a? — uciyrasics ben.

— Takum? Hert, He cranemib. 910 Bc€ 6aOKMHBI CKa3ku. Ho KyCOK OH OTXBaTUTh MOXET IpH-
JUYHBIA. D10 51 Tebe roBopto. Hy uto, roros?

ben kuBHyIIL.

— Torma naBaii, Briepén!

ben noausn konbE, NOBEPHYJICS COIMHOW K TOBapuUIaM U 3alllarajl B CTOPOHY IIPOTUBHUKA.
UYewm Onurke OH MOAXOAMI K MEPTBOMY TEM Oo0Jiee OTBpaTUTEIbHAS KAPTHHA OTKPhIBAJIACh €r0 B30DY.
Korga-to 310 ObLT My>XK4MHA, HO CeUac — THUIOUIUN TPy, OOJBICEBIIN, C BEIBEPHYTON U3YypO-
JIOBAaHHOW JIEBOW PYKOMW. buIenc orcyTcTBOBall HaYMCTO, OTKPBIBAsA B30PY KOPUYHEBYIO KOCTb.
JIOXMOTbsSI KOXKM CBHCAJIM C €ro IUIe4a, a BOT MaJIbLibl MPOJOKAIIN LIEBEJIIUTHCSA, KAK HU B UM
He Ob1Basio. Horu u Teno ckpbiBaja 4aCTUYHO coXpaHuBLIasics ofexa. [IpaBas pyka Obuia nena,
HE CuMTas OTCYTCTBOBaBIleH koku. Ho cambIM OTBpaTUTENbHBIM ObUIO €ro Jnio. I'yObl U HOC
OTCYTCTBOBaJIM HaurcTo. OAHOTO 11a3a He ObLI0, @ BTOPOM — BBIMMYYEHHBIM U MYTHBIA — CMOTPEI
B HUKy/a. Y1lu 01711 000paHbl, JINLO OKPHIBAJIO HECKOIBKO ITyOoKuX nope3os. [loxoiias ke
ben ynoBun cnaOvbiii 3anax rauenus. [lar, emé mar. Mepteen He oOpaiiiai Ha HEr0 HUKAKoro BHU-
MaHUs, CTOSJI, CJIETKA MOKAYMBAsCh, M IMIENKaN 3ydoamu. «Kakol XyTKuil ocKai, — MoayMall mpo
cebs ben. Emé mar. — A 3y0sbl... UTo eciiu oH BuenuTcs MHE B ropio? Ha MHe Tonbko cTéraHblit
JKWJIET, J]a KOJKaHbIM 1IIeM». BApyr MepTBsK pe3Ko MMOBEPHYI I'OJIOBY B CTOPOHY beHa, ménkHyn
3y0amMu U u3aai NpOTsHKHBIA CTOH. «BcE, MHe KOHel», — MOHs toHoma. Tpyn pBaHyl ¢ MecTa
C HAUBBICIIECH CKOPOCTHIO, HA KOTOPYIO OBLI criocoOeH. YenoBek Mor ero 000rHaTh JIETKUM O0erom,
HO 1711 beHa oH OblI CTpEMUTEINEH, CIOBHO MOJIHUS. Teneps OHU MOMEHSUINCh MECTaMU: MEPTBBIN
HanpasJsuicad K HeMY, a beH cTosi, cierka nokauynBasich, HE 3Has, 4TO JIeJarh.

— beii ero koneém! beii! Ter uero Bectan! — ycinbiman oH roioca u3-3a ciuHbl. — Jla oH Te0s
ceifyac coxpér!

[Tocnemnee cioBo mpuseno bera B wyBcTBO. Korma o meprBera ocraBaioch HE OOJbIIE
cakeHH, beH ¢ cuitoii BRIKMHYI KOTIBE BIEPE, LENACh B TOJI0BY. HaKOHEUHUK ¢ YaBKaHbEM IPOOHIT
THWJION J1I00 M MepTBel Najl K ero HoraM. beH Tak M OcTajcsl CTOSATh, BBIIIYCTHUB KONbE U3 PYK
Y CMOTpSI Ha TPYIL.

— Monozen, mapens, mononen! — CTeHIn 0100pUTETBHO MOXJIONAI €ro Mo miedy. — Bot 3to
yaap! Bel Bunenu? MoxHO B IpyUMep CTaBUTh!

— Ma, He mnoxo, — nmoaxsatuii ['per. — BeK1al CKOJIBKO HY’KHO U OTHUM yaapoM. Momojen.

— Jla 51 OBl €ro y>xe AJaBHO MPUKOHYUII U MbI IPOJOJIKUIIN ObI MyTh, — BCTPs1 [epoil.

— Ycnokoiicsi, cbIH OUTBBL, — ocMoTpen Ha Hero Ctennu. — [lapHsAM HyXHO omnbITa HaOu-
partbcsi. Utak. Bcex MepTBeLIOB Ha HAIIEM ITyTH, HAYIIHX TIOOAMHOYKE UITH MTapaMu, OyayT ycTpa-
HSTh HOBOOpaHIIbl. beH TOIbKO 4TO MOKa3an HaMm, Kak 3TO HY>KHO JIeJaTh.
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[locTosinu oHM ewé nsITh MUHYT U ABUHYJIUCH Aanbliue. Beckope Ha MX myTH momanics emé
oJIMH MEPTBBIH, a 3a HUM eulé, u emé, u enl€. [lo ogHoMy, nHOTMAa Mapamu. HoBoOpaHIel ¢ HUMU
OBICTPO pPaCHpPaBISLIUCH U BONPEKU oxkunanusim [ pera, naxe Cano youn Heckonbkux. Ho Gmike
K BeUepy UM IoMajach rpynmna u3 AeBaTy BoccTaBmMX. OHM LUK B UX CTOPOHY, U3/1aBasi HErpPOM-
KH€ CTOHBI, BpEMEHaMU BPE3asiCh B ACPEBbA U MaAasl, HO KaX/Ibli pa3 NOJHUMAIIUCH U IPUCOEIU-
HSUTMCh K OCTaJIbHBIM.

— Hy, nakoneu-to! Tonnma mEprbix! Celiuac Mbl UM nokaxem! — pagosaics I'epoit. — Kak
MBI UX 1epedbéM, a, Cten? [IpopBEMcs B IEHTP U BBIPEKEM U3HYTPU?

— 3aTKHUCH, TOTYAYPOK, — Jlo¥s1 OpocHil Ha HErO CYpOBBIN B3IVISI.

—Yro ckaxemib, [oin? — cnpocun CTenmnu.

— Ux 6ompie yem Hac U 3To m1oxo. OHU YT TUIOTHOM TPYHION U 3TO Xopoto. Bocmosns-
3yeMCsl 3TUM.

— Y0 THI X0OUelIb NpeAIoKUThH? [0BOpH sICHEE, Y HAC MaJIO BPEMEHHU.

— To1, 1 1 ['per nogHMMEM IIUTHI ¥ BpekeMcs B HUX ¢ pa3dera. [lapau OynyT Hac npuKpbIBaTh
KkonbsAMHU. [To-Moemy maaH XOpouIuii.

Crennu yabpIOHYICS CKBO3b TYCTYIO OOpOIY:

— Torna uném.

Jloiin ctos cneBa, cxumasi B pyke Iut. Meu 0b11 B HOxkHaxX. B nentpe Obu1 Crennu, cripaBa —
I'per. Bce onu neprxanu B pykax muThl. [103aa1 HUX CTOSAIM MapHU ¢ KONbSIMU HarepeBec, 01aro
KO XBaTUJI0 Ha BceX. [Joitn mocMmoTpen Hanpaso, moiiman B3 CreHa, 3areM ['pera, KUBHYI
UM, U OHU BMECTE C/ICJIali IIar BIepé. YCKOPSACH C KAKABIM IIaroM OHU MPUOIIKAINCH K Bpa-
KECKOM rpymre. MEpTBbIE 3aMETHIIH UX, KOTJa YK€ OBUIO CITUIIKOM TO3HO MOBJHTH HA HAYAJIO
OuTBBI. JlOWI BRICTaBWII TIEpel COOO0M MIUT, yIEPCs B HEro 00EMMHU pyKaMHU M CO BCEH AypH Bpe-
3aJicsl B MEPTBELa, IPOTSIHYBLIET0 pyKu eMy HaBcTpedy. I'per co CTeHOM He OTCTaiu OT HErO HU
Ha Mur. [locaplmancs XpycT TIOMaroIuXcs KOCTEN U rojIoBa MEPTBELA, PACKPBIB I1aCTh, IPOJIETENA
B HECKOJIBKHX JIFOMMax OT ero Jinua. Bpemenu pa3zouparscest 4To kK ueMy He 0b110 1 J{0#1 BBIXBaTHI
Meu, IPUKUHYB, YTO II0JIOBUHA MEPTBBIX BaJisgeTcs Ha 3eMJie. [IpsMbIM y1apoM OH IPOTKHYJI TOJIOBY
OnmmkaiilieMy ycTosBIIEMY Ha Horax Bpary. CripaBa pa3gaBajiuch 3ByKH 005, a epei HUM C 3eMJIU
NOJHAJICA em€ oauH MepTBel. [0l ynapwi ero nuToM, TOT OTIIATHYJICS M MOTSAHYJICSA K HEMY
pykamu. Cnenyromuii ynap Jloina orcék 00e KOHEYHOCTH 10 JIOKTH, a 3aBEPIIAIOIINM OH Haca Uil
€T0 TOJIOBY Ha KJIMHOK, pyOaHyB cBepXy BHHU3. J{0ii1 00epHYJICS HIlla HOBOTO Bpara, HO HEe HAIIEN.
Crennu u I'per crosuin, omycTUB MeuH, U Tskeno Abimanu. Cano u IloTt MepTBena, mpureo3auB
€ro CBOMMHU KOIIbSIMH K 3eMJIe, U MUTY POH3WII €0 TOJIOBY KONIbEM. beH BBIAEPruBai CBOE KONbE
U3 TOJIOBBI €1II€ OIHOTO BOCCTABILIETO.

— Hoiin! Hy 11 1 xpyT! Kak TbI TOro, nepBoro Ha yactu cBOUM LIUTOM paszopBai! [la s
B JKU3HU TaKOTO He BUJbIBaI! — mojpomien Kk Hemy ['epoii. B pykax oH cxxuman KormbE, Ha KOTOpoe
Obl1a Haca)keHa OTOpBaHHas rososa. — Bot, cMoTpuy, s Hamén. Ta camast, 4To OTIeTeNna, — IPOU3HEC
OH C YJIBIOKOH.

— Ybepu 3Ty ragocth 0T MeHs noganbiie. HaM noBes3sno, 4To OHU Ha HOTax eJie AeprKarcs.

— Kak ckaxenib, — npousHéc ['epoil, 0TOmIEN B CTOPOHY M HIMPOKUM MaXOM KOIIbsl OTIIPABHII
TOJIOBY B KYCTBHI.

— Bcee nensi? Bee?! — npobacun Crennu. — Torma coOupaemcsi, HE4ero HaM Ha 3TOM MeCTe
topyarh. Emé 6enpr noxxaémes.

Crnoputhb ¢ HUM HHUKTO He cTa. Bee ObIcTpo coOpanuch U IBUHYIUCH B yTh. J0ils1 Kak Bce-
ra M€ 3aMbIKaOLUM, U3PEIKa OIS AbIBAs Ha3al. A mepel HUM LIEN BECh UX MAJIEHbKHUM OTpsiA.
Crapuna I'per, nepen HUM NATEPO HOBUYKOB, CTABIIMMU 3a 3TO BpeMsl HE TAKUMU YK JaJNEKUMU
OT paTHOro Jiena, na mMoryuuil CTeH, ybM JOXMaThle BOJIOCHI U OOpOIy YK€ 3aTpOHYyJa CelIMHA.
Jloiin 3amMeTu1, YTO HACTPOEHUE B OTPSAC YIYUIIUIOCh, IAPHU NEPEIENTHIBATUCH, TO TYT, TO TaM
pasnaBaiuch CMEIIKU. JTa OUTBAa MIPUHEC]IA UM HE TOJIBKO MOOe Ty, MoHsIa O0CBOM NyX U yKpe-
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IuIa Bepy B ce0sl, HO M BEpHYJa HaJeX/ly Ha criaceHue. [ Housiera OHU HAllUIM OY€Hb yAa4HOe
MecTo. HeckobKo BayHOB BBIIIE YEJIOBEYECKOTO POCTa OBLIN PACKUIAHBI IIOCPEIH JIECa U COCTAB-
JSUTH U3 ce0s 3aMIIEHHBIA KpYT. «YTO K, ceroaHs OyneM HoueBaTh co cTeHamu. Beé myuie, yem
Ha 00JI0TE C JsATyHIKaMmu», — noaymain Jloin. YkuH kak Bcerna ObUl CKYAHBINA: TOPCTh SITOX J1a
rpu6sl. [lepBeIM 1eKYypuUTH Bbinano emy. Jloin 3a1e3 Ha caMblil BBICOKUH KaMEHb U OCMOTPEIICS.
CyMepKku CKpbIBaJIU JIEC U YK€ YEpPEe3 HECKOJIIbKO MUHYT CTEMHEET TaK, YTO XOThb IJIa3 BBIKOJIU.
EnuHcTBEHHOE YyBCTBO, HA KOTOPOE OH MOT pacCUMTHIBATh ObLI ero ciayx. M on cabimuan. Cibl-
I1aJl yXaHbE COBBI, CIIbIILIAJT MOTPECKUBAHUE KOCTPA, CIBIIIAT YEH-TO Kallellb, CJbIIIA HIEIeCT
auctbeB. Ho OH He cibliian cToHOB, u3aBaeMbIXx MEPTBbIMU. W 3TO ero pagosaino. «Hanerocs,
HOYb CETO/IHA OyJIET CIIOKOMHO», — ¢ MOJILOOM mpoienTai oH. Ciycts yac ero cmeHm Casno u oH
OTIIpaBWJICA CHATh.

— TpeBora! — ckBO3b COH ycibliman oH péB CTeHa.

l'onosa emié He coobpaxaia, HO TEJI0 3HANO0, YTO EMY JieJaTh. B MrHoBeHHE Oka OH BCKOYMII,
coOpaJcs ¥ OLIETUHUIICS KOTILEM.

— MéptBeie nuayt! C BocToka! — 3akpuyain ben.

— Cxonbko? Hy e, roBopu! — Jloiin Buenuics B miedo bena.

— H-ne 3na10, MoxeT mosicoTaH... Cano TOBOPUT, 4TO OoJIbIe, OOJbIIe COTHU! — B TiIa3ax
bena yurancs yxac.

oin omnistHyncs, HO HUTIE He yBuAen [ pera.

— I'per! I'per uto0 Tebs!

— Tw1 wero pazopascst! — ycnbiman oH kpuk ['pera otkyna-to cBepxy. [oitn 3ampan roiaoBy
Y YBHJIEN JIpyTra, CTOSIIETO Ha BayHE M BCMATPUBAIOIIETOCs BJab. — 3/1€Ch !

— CkonbKo ux Tam?

— He 3Haro, mHoro. Ho, MHe kaxkercs, ToncTsak npas. OHu uayT no Hamewmy ciueny. C rora
TOXE UIYT, MEHBIIIE, HO BCE XKe. YXOAUTh HAJI0, U YEM OBICTpEE, TEM JIyUlLE.

CrneBa MOCIBIIIAJICS Pa3phIBAOIIMKN YbIO-TO TIIOTKY Kaienb. J[oWn oOepHylcs U yBUICH
Murtya, corayBuierocss 4yTh jau He nonosnam. [log HUM ykuIen jexan ero BYEpallHul yKHH,
a Cazo noMorain emy yaepkarbcs Ha HOrax.

— Beixomum! Kusee! — npoopan Crennu. — Ilort, ben, xBaraiite Mutua u yOupaemcs
orcroza!

Cnoputh HUKTO He cTajl. [ per cupbIrHyi ¢ BajlyHa, IPU3EMIIUBIINCH MATKO, Kak Kouika. OHu
BBIILLJIH, J€prKa CTPON KaK U MpeaplIyline A1HU. I3MEHUIIOCh TOJIBKO TO, YTO OPYXKHUE BCE AeprKalln
HaAM3roTOBKY. He mpoIwii oHM 1 COTHU (yTOB, KaK HABCTPEUYY UM BBILIEI NepBbIid MepTBel. CTeHIn
HE CTaJl JOXKHUAATHCS 4ero-i1100, a caM Bpe3all eMy 10 Oalllke MOJIOTOM C caMoro pa3maxa. Paznancs
XpYyCT ¥ MepTBeL cBajuicsd HAOOK. «MEpTBBIN yman 3aMepTBO», — IIyMasi MbICIb IPOMEJIbKHYIIA
B rosioBe Jloiina. OH omisiHysCs Ha3a U YBUJIEN, YTO UX JIareph YK€ KUIIUT BoccTaBMMU. U uem
JaJbIIe OHU OTXOAWIIN, TEM OOJIbIlIe UM MOIaaaock MepTBenoB. Bot yxe ['epoii u Cano ¢ 3aBua-
HOU TMEePHOANYHOCTHIO Omin KombsiMu. Be€ wame I'per BoipbiBasicst kK CTeHy, 9TOOBI pacuMCTHTh
nopory. HImsk! Xoron! Xpsice! Be€ watie ciplinan oH 3T 3ByKu. M BOT HacTaim TOT MOMEHT, KOTa
U €My IPUIIOCh OCTaBUTH ThUT Ha Caio.

— beit m000r0 B TOJIOBY, MOHSI?

— Ha, nmousin, — orBetmn Cano u Jloiin yBuaeln, Kak APoXKaiu €ro pyKHu.

Cam oH noaOexain k I'pery — Ha Toro Haceaaau cpasy 4YeTBEPO MEPTBSIKOB M HA MECTE KaXK-
JIOTO YOMTOTO MOMEHTAJIBHO TOSBISUICS HOBBIN. J{OMI ¢ CHIION BOTKHYJI KOIBE B ONFKAWIIETO
K cebe. HakoHEeUHMK KOIbsl 3aCTPsUT B Uepere U OH OpOCHII €ro U BhIXBAaTHII Med. Yaap, emé yaap.
Ubs-1o pyka ynana emy o Horu. Emé ynap! Teneps nmox Horu nokaruiach rojosa. Ciaenyromnero
OH C CHJIOW MHYJ HOTOM U MEpTBELl, IOTEPSIB paBHOBECHE, CBAJIWIICA Ha 3€MJII0, COMB C HOT eIlé
onHoro. KonnuecTBo MEPTBBIX MOPEAENO U 3TO A0 Bpems J[oiiry BeIpBAaTh U3 TOJIOBBI MEPTBELIA
3acTpsBuiee KonbE. Ho TyT c3aau OH ycCabllan NpOH3UTEIbHbIN KpUK. J[OWII TOBEPHYICS U YBH-
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nein, yto Cano HacKBO3b IPOTKHYJ MEPTBELIA, a TOT, HACA)KEHHBIN Ha KONbE BCE OMMKe U OIMKe
noadupascs K mapHIO, CKOJIB3s TEJIOM O IpeBKy. BTopoit mepTBen mén Ha ToicTsKa 00X0as ero
CJIEBA, C SIBHBIM XEJIAHUEM OTBeAATh skupKa. A Cao aepkail Kolb€ HE B CUJIaX OTIYCTHTb, CMOT-
pelt To Ha OAHOTO, TO Ha APYTOTO, BUAUMO Tafast, KTo J00epercs 10 Hero nepBeiM. [Ipormén kakoi-
TO MUT C TOT'O MOMEHTA, Kak J[oin 00epHyIics, HO OH YXe 3HaJl, YyTo Aenarhb. [logHsIB KonbE OH uTo
OBLIO CHJI METHYJI €TO B TOT'O MEPTBOT'O, YTO IIEN K TOJICTSKY ciieBa. Konbé, mposieres Tpu AecsaTka
(yTOB, BOH3HJIOCH B MEPTBELA. Yap ObLI TAKOW CHIIBI, UTO TOT, OTJIETEB BMECTE C KOITbEM, BPE3aJICs
B JIEPEBO U MOBUC NPUTBOXKICHHBIN K cTBOMY. [loiin Opocui B3I Ha TOJICTSKA, HO TOT B KOU-
TO BEKE HE pacTepsuics: MEPTBEL] OO/ K HEMY BILUIOTHYIO MOJyYMJI yAap KUHXKAJIOM B BUCOK.
Jloiis1 OTBEpHYJICS M OLIEHUJI CUTYyaIuIo. [ per Ouics crpaBa oT HETo, CCPKUBasi HATUCK MEPTBBIX,
I'epoii — cneBa, neiTasich npodbutbes k Creny. A BoT y CreHa nena Obuin miioxu. MEpraeie oTpe-
3aJId €ro OT IPYNIbl U OH HAHOCWJI yJapbl HAllpaBO U HAJIEBO CBOMM KJIEBLEM. Jla U IIUT B €ro
YMEJIBIX pyKax ObL1 OpykHeM He MeHee cTpaiiHbiM. ben u IloTT mbITanuck npopBarbes K HEMY
C IpYroii CTOPOHBI, HO IIPECTAPEIbII IECITHUK BCE OTCTYIA MO/l HATUCKOM MPUOBIBAIOLIUX BOC-
craBmux. J{oia mocmoTtpen nepen coooi, 1Ba MEpTBElA yKe MOJHUMAIIUCh HA HOTH U OH pa3ial
UM TI0 yzapy, pa3py0asi TeM TOJIOBBHI.

— I'per, TbI Kak?

— JlepKycCh, — OTBETUII TOT.

— TpeMrna cefiyac 3a7aBsT, 51 K HEMY.

— JlaBai!

Jloiinm MeTHyJICS BJIEBO, pa3oTHAJCS W Bpe3ayics B Ommkaiiiero Mepreema. ToT OTIeTeln
Ha MAYIIUX BIOEPEIU HET0 U OHM BMECTE I'POXHYJIMCHh Ha 3emiito. Jloin Oe3 ycTanu Hayaa OWTh
10 THUJIBIM IOJIOBaM CBOMM MEYOM, HO CT€Ha MEPTBBIX HE yMeHbIIanack. CKOJIBKO MPOIJIO Bpe-
MEHHU: MUHYTAa, JIBE, MATh? B 3TOT MOMEHT 10 HEro oHECCs CTpalHblid Kpuk. Jloin Ha cekyHay
noBepHYyJ rojioBy BieBo. Cano! Jlo Hero noOpanuce! JIBa, HET, yke MATh MEPTBEIOB MPIKAIN
HapHs K 3eMJI€ U pa3pbIBajy €ro TeJo Ha 4yacTu. MUTY, BUJS YTO TBOPUTCS C €T0 IPYTOM, OAHSIICS
Ha HOTU ONHPAsICh Ha KOMBE, CeNall TPH 1Iara ¥ BOTKHYJI HAKOHEYHHK B TOJIOBY OJIM>KHETO K HEMY
BOCCTAaBIIETO. DTOT MOCTYIOK 3a0pai y Hero ocTtaTku cuil. OH yman ¥ MepTBelaM JO0CTaJICs eI
OJIUH TpOdeil.

— He-e-et! — ycasiman o kpuk bena.

— Jlown! 3abupaii ux! YBoau orctoga! Unute Ha ceBep! — B3peBen Crennu. — Ko mHe Bam
He npopsatkcsi! Bol Bce norubHere, ecnu He yinére!

— Te1 coBcem 00Oe3ymen, ctapblil yBaneHs! — ¢ THeBOM BbLiai J{oiin. — Msl He Opocum TeOst
Ha pacTep3aHue TUM TBapsM! — B HEM OylieBana Takas SApOCTb, TO CO CIEAYIOUIEro yjaapa OH
pa3pyOmII cpasy JABE rOJIOBEHI.

— Crnacaiitecs s TeOe roBopo! — ObLIO CIIBIIIHO, YTO Ka)KJ10€ HOBOE CiI0BO Aaércst Cteny Bcé
¢ oM TpynoM. — BaM He BeITanuTh MeHs orctona! Onu HactynaroT! OmisHUCH!

Jloiin orisiHyJICS M Ha MUT OlleTieHeN. B moycoTHe cakeHel oT Hero uepes AepeBbs Npoou-
pamucek MEptBeie. «Cto? JIBecTn? Ckonbko xe ux?!», — nmogyman od. M Torga oH oco3Ham, 4To
Crennu npas.

— Hagaii, Jlotin! YBomu peOsit! Mnute Ha ceBep, 3aTeM CBOpadMBATe Ha 3amaj, Kak MbI
u xorenu! S moHpaBuiics 3TUM TBapsM. S oTBieky ux! Y MeHs 3a CIMHOM, nmoxoxe, 6onoto! 51
3aBelly UX B TpAcHHBI! DTO npukas!

— Xoporo, Apyr, — oquuMu ryoamu npornentan Joitn. — ['epoii! ben! ITott! berom k I'pery!
S 3a BamMu. YXoauMm Ha cesep.

JInipb mpou3HEC OH ATH CIIOBA, KaK YCIbIIIAT TPOMKHI yaap MOJIOTa O IIUT.

— 3a MHOI1, pe3Bble 3acpaHiibl! 3a MHOI! — CTeHIM 4TO ecTh Ty0acusl MOJIOTOM B LIIUT U YHO-
CHWJI HOTHU Ha IOT.
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Jloiin 6pocui B3MIsA HA BOCTOK. MepTBeIbl MOTEPSUTH K HUM WHTEPEC WABHHYJIHNCH BCIIEH
3a Crenom. «Ilopa yxoautsy, — momymain Jloin u momén Beaen 3a ['perom. 3a ero cnimHoi pa3na-
Jach MECHS, KaKoi-To 60eBO# Mapin, koTopeiM CTEHIIM 3aBJIeKall 32 COOOM MEpPTBEIOB B O0JIOTA.
Yro 7TO 3a IECHA OH TaK U HE CMOT IMPUIIOMHUTD. Ho nonmman OIHO: MHOTHUC HOFI/I6J'II/I, HO OHHU
JKUBBI U OHH YJIU3HYJIM OT CBOEH CMEPTH.
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2. Mopok

[II€n 4eTBEPTHIN I€Hb C TEX MOp, Kak OHU pacctaiuch ¢ CreHoMm. [lepBblii J€Hb OHU LUIH
Ha CeBep, 3aTeM CBEPHY/IM Ha 3anaa. MEpTBbIE MOSIBISUIMCH BCE PEXKE U PEXKE U B T€ PEAKUE CIIydaH,
KOTJIa OHM BCE K€ MOSIBIUIMCH, JloHn caM oOHaxkan KaIuHOK. OH HE XOTeNl pUCKOBaTh HU 4bei
*u3Hbpl0. OH MPHUHSIT KOMaHIoBaHUe Ha ce0s. VX ocTanock msatepo: oH, ero jyqmuil napyr [per,
cMbIIEHBIN ben, 3anocuuBeblil ['epoii u oTkpoBeHHO Tymoil [1oTT. Ero maBeHcTBO BCe npuHAIU
KaK JOJHDKHOE M HUKTO HE XOTEJI OCIapuBaTh 3TO petieHue. M BOT yke TpeTbU CyTKU OHU JIBUTATIUCH
Ha 3amaj, Ty/a, I1ie UX kaano crnacenue. Mnu norubens.

Joiin BEn CBOIO IpyIIIly, KaK BCET/a MOrPy3UBIIMCH B MBICIU U BOCIOMUHAHMS U HE 3aMETHUJI,
Kak MopaBHsIBIIMICS ¢ HUM ben 3agan Bonpoc:

— Jloin, TBI HE 3HaelIb, Kak 3Bajau Cano?

— A? Pa3Be 310 He nmsa?

— Hy, mano nmoxoxe, 4To0bI 3TO ObLTO ero uMs. He Bepro s, 4To ueraoBeka Tak 3BaJIH.

— A 3auem Te0Oe HyKHO ero umsi?

— 5 xoTen mMOMONUTKCS 3a Hero, — rosioc beHa cran TuXxum, — He 3Har0, TOMMYT JIK MEeHsI OOTH,
ecinu g OyIy MOJIUTBCS O caje.

— Her, ne 3Hat0. U, HaBepHOE, yXe HUKOrJa He y3Hato. OH MEPTB, MOMOJIUCH 32 HETO KaK
ecTh. Jlymaro, 60ru moimMyT.

— Xopomio, — ben Havan orcraBath, HO JIOWI peniui €ro OCTaHOBUTD.

— Iocroii, He yxoau.

— YT10-TO Ciiyynnocs?

— Kak b1 omain B 1eruoH?

ben B310XHY, B3MISAHYJ HA OCTaJIbHBIX WICHOB OTPS/IA U IPOU3HEC:

—Moto nepeBHIO COXKIIIN BO BpeMst BOWHBI. MaTh, 0TIIa, cecTép. Moro HeBecTy. Beex younu, —
CJIOBa J1aBajiCh €My TSKENO, U 3TO OBLIO XopoIllo 3aMeTHO. — Jlpy3el, coceneii... cobaky. [Jom
coxru. Jla uto Tam oM. .. Bero nepeBnto. S nmotepsin Bc€, MHe HeKyna ObU1o UATH. S OTIpaBUIICS
B 3aMOK cupa Xeiira, TaM u BCTpeTua BepOoBIIMKOB. OHU MEHS U 3amucanu. JDTo ObUIO yxKe, nai
MOCUUTAIO, TaK, ABa Mecsna Ha3aa. C Tex mop s U MOJIOCh 332 CBOMX ONM3KuX, apy3ei. Cano ObL1
MouM apyrom. I Mutu toxe. S xoren 3a Hux nomonutbes. C Mutuem Bc€ npocTo, a Bot Cailo. ..
Jloiin, a TeI HE 3HACIb, KAK OHU MOMAJIX B JICTHOH?

— Her, a To1?

— Mutd4 roBopuI, 4TO MOCHOPUI C IPYTOM, YTO OTCITYKUT J1ecATh JieT. Cano npumién, 4Toobl
cTath XpabpbiM. 1 moxyneTs.

— Emé nemHoro u o Obl A€WCTBUTENBHO MOXYyHed. A XpabpocTu B HEM U TaK HA TPOUX
XBaTHT.

— Bot Tonbko HET uxX OOJIbIIIE C HAMH.

— Jla, a emé¢ Murd...

— IlotT, Gapan, TeI 4€ 3acTbU1! — Bo3rac ['epost 3acTaBuUi ero 00epHYTHCA.

— D-3-3, a-a-a, TaM, — [IOTT CTOSJI C BBITApalllEHHBIMM IJIa3aMU U TOKAa3bIBaJ MaJbLIEM
HECKOJIbKO ITpaBee HapaBiICHUS UX JBH)KCHUS.

Joiin mocMotpen Tyaa, Kyaa ykaseiBanl lloTT u octonbGenen ot yBuiaeHHoro. CaaeHsx
B COpOKa, K HUM CIHHOW MOTPY3UBIIMCH MO KOJIEHO B OOJOTHYIO MYyTh CTOsUIa OOHa)KEHHAs
nesyuika. E€ GpoH3oBas Koxka cHsiyia B TyyaxX YTPEHHETO COJHIA, a TMHHBIE YEPHBIE BOJIOCHI CIa-
TN Ha TJICYW U 3aKaHYMBAJIKNCh Ha YPOBHE MOSICHUIIBL. V3 oex bl Ha Hell Oblia ToNbko Haben-
pEHHasi KOXKaHasi MOBsI3Ka, Y3KMMHM BEPEBOUKAMM OXBaThIBarollas €€ TalMi0 M IIMPOKOM HEpOB-
HOM MOJIOCKOM MPHUKPBIBAIOIIAs MOy M CBHUCAIOIIast 10 caMbIX UKp. Ha mpaBom Oeape BugHenach

16



B. H. ManbiweB. «TeHb CnpaBegnmBoCTU. TEHWN YHUUTOXEHHbIX nMnepui. Knura 1»

CYMKa, [lepeBelllaHHas Yepe3 JIEBOE IIEY0, B KOTOPYIO JEBYIIKA CKJIaAbIBajla YTO-TO, YTO OHA OT/AU-
paja oT CTBOJIAa CYyXOro JIepeBa, TAHACh BBEPX BCEM CBOMM TEJIOM.

[lopaxxéHHble YyBUEHHBIM, OHU TaK U 3aCThUIM B MOJYAaHUHU, HE B CUJIaX OTOPBaTh B3IVISI.
[IepBbIM Ounyscs beH:

— Mosxer, el momouIbs Hy>kKHa? — 3a/1aJ1 OH CBOI HauWBHBII BOIIPOC.

— DTO MOpPOK, — YyTh CIJIBIIHO NnpousHéc ['per. — YOuparscs HaM HAZ0 U YEM CKOpee, TeEM
Jydllle, IOKa HaM IIOMOIIlb He NOTpedoBaach.

— Kak xe youparbcs? — Bo3myTmics [1oTT. — A BOpyT oHa 3arutyTaja i I0pOTy Ha3a He Hak-
nér? Ham Hano nogoiitu u cipocuts. Ckaxku Tom, repoid Thl WM HET?

«Tom, BOT Kak ero 30ByT», — ciemnai 3apyoky Jloi, a BciyX mpousHéc:

— I'per mpaB. YxoauM, IIOKa 4TO MOXYKE HE CIyYHIIOCH.

OTtBeToM emMy ObLT pazouapoBaHHBIN B370X [ eposi, HO Bo3pakaTh HUKTO HE cTtasl. Ho B aToT
MOMEHT JIEBYIlIKa [TOBEPHYJIACh U yBUeNa uX. OHa NOAHsIIA PyKY U IPUBETIMBO [TOMaxaa.

— Hy Bot, nonanucek, — u3péx Join. — Uto x, Tenepp MO, y3HaeM KTO OHa Takasl.

W BHOBB HUKTO HE CTaJl IEPEUYUTD EMY.

— Ecnu 510 MOpOK, TO Xy[0 Halie aeno, — npousnéc I'per. — A eciam 4elioBeK — To, CUYUTaH,
CIIaCEHBI.

— Ecnu 370 uenoBek, s Ha Hel KeHIoCh! — paJoCTHO BOCKIMKHYIM [10TT.

— Her, ona most! — Bo3pazun emy Tom. — Takast AeByIka JOCTOWHA UCTUHHOTO TE€POSL.

— Jla 3aTkHUTECH BBl ECiiM 3TO MOpOK 51 C palocThIO OTJaM €My Bac 000UX, — OCaJAMI UX
Hoiin. — I'per, Oyab TOTOB KO BCEMY.

C KaxIpIM LIaroM €ro BoJIHEHUe HapacTano. Yenosek uinu HeT? Bot 10 Heé ocTanock moi-
cotHH 1maroB. OHa cToss1a MOTyOOKOM, 3aHUMAsICh CBOMM HEXHUTPBIM JIEJIOM U HE 00palas BHH-
MaHUs Ha uX npuomkenue. Ilpocto crosna u o0aupana ouepeHoM JIMIAHUK ¢ KOPbI, TOYHBIM
JBUKEHUEM OITyCKasl €ro B OIMH M3 MHOYKECTBA MaJICHBKUX KapMalIKoB cBoeil cymku. OH mpe-
0J10J1€J1 elI€ C AIOKMHY LIaroB M €ro BOJHEHHE Bo3pociio. OH NpUMETUI, YTO CHEpean €€ TOXe
IPUKPHIBAJIA NIOJIOCKA KOXKH, UyTh TOHBIIIE, YEM C3a]I1, U TIOYTH HUYETO HE CKphIBatomas. Opyxus
y Heé He ObLIo, Taxe HOXKa, a e€ Tpyab... Het, o uém ero meicmu? [onas neBaxa mocpenu Jyieca,
3aI0JIHEHHOT0 BOCCTABIIMMHU U3 MEPTBBIX KPOBOXKAJHBIMU TBAPSMHU, COOMPAET KaKyIO-TO TPABKY?
Uro 3a Open!

— Kakast rpyzb, — ycabIInan oH 4eil TO BBIIOX 10331 CeOsl.

HeticTBuTenbHO, €€ Tpyab Obuta pekpacHa. Kak u Bcé teno. 3a Bpems ciryx0b1 [{oiinn moObI-
BaJl BO MHOTUX OOpJesX, Ja ¥ MPOCTO AEPEBEHCKUX JEBOK OBLJIO Y HETO HEMAJO, HO HACTOJIBbKO
IIPEKPACHOE CO3/1aHuE OH BUEN BriepBble. OH MpUOIU3UICS K HEH elllé Ha JIECATOK I1aroB U OTYET-
JIMBO BU/IEJ KXKABII H3TU0 e€ Tea, OH BUIEI e€ MOATSHYThIe O&pa 1 M0 CKHiA )KUBOTHK, ITOIENIEH-
HBII HA aKKypaTHbIE KyOHKH, U3SIIHBIC PYKH, IUIEYH, HO €€ IO OCTABAIOCH JJISl HETO COKPBITHIM:
YEPHbIE BOJIOCHI KaK KaMIOIIOH CKPbIBAJIM €r0 OT MOCTOPOHHMX B3IIs10B. [[0ii HEPOU3BOIBHO
IJIOTHYJ M Ka3aJloCh, YTO €r0 CEep/lle cedvac BBINPBITHET U3 Ipydu. A AeBymika Bc€ HE oOpa-
11aJ1a HE HUX HUKAKoro BHUMaHus. Jloii cierka 3ameuini mar. «J/la s B )Ku3HM HUKOT/AA HE ObLI
TaK B3BOJHOBaH, — oAyMan oH. — Mnu Bo30y:x1€H?» DTa MbICIb 3aCTaBUJIa €T0 OCTAHOBUTHCS.
Jlo neBy1IKM ocTaBasloCh €1IE H1aroB ABaauaTh. OcTanbHbIE BCTAIU CIIpaBa U cjieBa oT Hero. J{oitn
c/ierall HECKOJIBKO TITyOOKHX BIOXOB, COOpAJICS C TyXOM U TIPOU3HEC!

— ¥YTpo nobpoe, KpacaBuia, — JIErkas Apoxb Mpodexanack Mo ero tery: «Temeps HaM TOYHO
KoHell. 9To MOpok. [To-1r060My. CKOpO MBI BCE CTaHEM YaCThi0 MEPTBOU apMUN».

— He nymana s, 4To Tak paHo Bac BCTPEUYY M Ha CTOJE MOEM HE PacCTaBIICHBI CBEUH, — €€
rosioc ObUT Ha YAUBIIEHUE CUIIBHBIM ISl TAKOTO NMPEKPACHOTO CO3/1aHusl, a TOBOPUJIA OHA PACTATH-
Bas CJIOBA M Kak ObI HareBasl.

Jlo#in OblT MPOCTO NOpak€H 3TUM OTBETOM, BOT YEr0-4€ro, a TAKOro OH He oxkuaail. Uto oHa
X0ueT 3TUM ckaszarb? Uto e€ oben cam mpuiuén K Hei? MeUIeHHO OH NOJIOXKMII JIAJIOHb Ha PYKOSTh
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Mmeua. ['per 3ameTu1 ero ABMKEHUE U clieiall To e camoe. HoOBHUKM IPOCTO Iv1a3enu BO BCE 3€HKU
Ha MPEKPACHYIO0 HE3HAKOMKY.

— Ecnu Tbl 4enoBek, MOKaXu CBOE JIMII0, — CMECh BOJIHEHUS, CTpaxa U BO30YyKIEHHUsI IpOKa-
THJIaCh BOJIHOM I10 €r0 TEJTy.

B otBer neBylika OTKHMHYJNAa CBOM KECTKHE YEPHBIE BOJIOCHI U MOCMOTpENA €My HIPSIMO
B 1a3a. Jlon Bciomam jgeau CuaHny, MIaAlnyio cecTpy Jiopaa 3enénbix XoamoB. O e€ kpacore
XOJIWJIM JIET€H/Ibl, @ CaM OH, YBUJIaB €€ OAHAX/bl, €1I€ JOJITrHe Beuepa rpe3u, Kak 3Ta IoHas Jeiu
TaeT B ero 00bAThsX. [0 cpaBHEHUIO ¢ HE3HAKOMKOM, Jiequ CuaHHa MPeICTaBUIach €My TOOUTON
OCTION T'psI3HOW HUIEHKOW. E€ MUHIaneBUIHbIC Ti1a3a OBLIN Kak JBa OC3IOHHBIX CHUSIONINX Call-
¢upa. PoBHbIe uépHbIE OPOBU B Mape ¢ TNIa3aMu JeNai €€ B3IV OYCHb XUTPHIM H IUICHSIONIIM.
AKKypaTHBII TIPSIMON HOCHK, TOHKHE T'yObl OBUIM JIUIIb YyTh-4yTh TEMHEE KOXH, a cama Koxka
IJ1aaKast ¥ poBHas. BeIcokue CKyibl, MaJIeHBKUI OCTPEHBKHIA MTOJ00POIOK HE BBIABAJICS BIEPEN
U HE MPOBaIMBAJICS. BBIIsETh Kak OHA MEUTAIOT BCE MPUIBOPHBIE AaMbl — MOJHHULIBI U Kpaca-
BUIIBI TI0 TIPU3BAaHUIO, HO MaJO KOMY BBINIAJAET yada POAUTHCS C MOJOOHON BHEITHOCTHIO.

— JloBosnen pab ero CBetseiliecTBa, YUCTHIA CEPILIEM C TOPSIIMM B30POM, — IIpOIiesa OHa
9TH ci0Ba 0OJIbIIIE KaK YTBEPKIEHHUE, YEM KaK BOIPOC.

— A, nma, — loitn yopan pyky ¢ meva. Teneps ero B3misiq ObUT IPUKOBaH K €€ muiy. — Yem
MBI MOKEM IIOMOYb BaM, Jieau”?

— He nenu s, He Hano nbcTUTh. [IpHUIM BBl paHbllle Yaca, HA3HAYEHHOTO MHE U MEHBIIIE BacC
Ha rsTepriX. C cy1p000 HE MOCHIOPHILb U HE Nepeurparsb e€. Sl moMory Bam, JOpory MoKaxy.

— Kakyto nopory? Jlomoii? Bei 3neck ogna? — pactepsuics [oitn.

— Opna >kMBY 5 B JIECHOH 4allle, HO JIFOAM 371€Ch HEaJeKo ecTh. Bbl HallETe UX HE MO3XKe,
YeM Yepe3 YEThIpe COIHIIA.

— [Ipocture MOE HEBeXECTBO, MBI HE ITpeicTaBUINCh. Mens 30ByT oiin. Oto I'per, Tam ben,
[TorT u T'epoit, To ecth ToM. A Kak Bac 3BaTh, JecHas AeBa’?

—4...

TyT €€ cnoBa nepeO1 MPOTSHKHBIN CTOH. JIOWI MOIHSAI B3I U YBUIEH ABYX MEPTBBIX, CTO-
SIIUX B IECATKE CakKeHeH 3a e€ ciuHoil. OH BBIXBATUJI M€Y U YK€ ClIeJal mmar Brepé, HO He3Ha-
KOMKa PE3KO MOBEpHYJACh, MOoAOEKala K MEPTBELaM, OJAHsIIa PyKU U JIETKO MOJI0XKUIIA JIAJOHU
UM Ha JIOBI. B TOT ’ke MUT, HM M3/1aB HU 3ByKa, BOCCTABIINE PyXHYIIH, OyATO ¥ HE BO3BpAIAIHChH
OHH K YKU3HHU BOBCE.

— Benpma! — B3peBen ['per u Opocuiicst Ha He€, OOHAXKUB KITMHOK.

Ho, He mpoitas u napsl aroB, OH OLENIEHE, a BebMa cTaa eué kpacusee. B Helt mpocHy-
Jach, Kakas-To nepBoObITHAs sipocTh. EE m1asa 3acusanu cuHuM 1BetoM. «OKojioBana, — MOHSUI
Hoiin. — Ceifuac OH HaKMHETCS Ha MEHSI C MEUOM U s I0JKEH Oyny yOuTh CBOETro Jipyra. A 3areM
OCTaJIbHBIX. A 3aTeM OHa MeHs coXpET. U Ha cTone paccraBut ceeun». He 3Has1, 4To NpenpUHATS,
OH IIPOCTO 3aMeP B OKUJAHHUMU, a BEIbMa B 3TO BpeMsI Ha4aJia TOBOPUTH:

— 1 lousr Betpos, Xpanutensuuna Jleca, Cectpa O3€p, s [Inamenu Vckpa, 1 Matb 3Bepei,
st Houu Tonoca, s 3amutauna Hacnenus Cammutos, s Boponos Juts, — nmpormena oHa Tojiocom,
HaIOJIHEHHBIM METAJUTMYECKUMU HOTKaMH.

«BoponoB JluTs, — mpoKpyTUJI OH y ceds B MbICIISAX €€ nocinenHee ums. — Jla, He gyman 1,
YTO MOMAAY KOTna-HUOYIbh Ha THP K JIECHOM BenbMe. JTO K€ Ha/I0 cOeXarh OT apMUH MEPTBBIX,
YTOOBI IONACTh B IUIEH K JIIOIOENIKE, A€ eUI€ M0 X0y Jela, K CyMacIIeIIeH».

— Yero o1 oT Hac xouemb, Cectpa O3Ep? — CpOCHII CTOSIINI OT Hero cieBa beH, cMoTpst
IIPSIMO B €€ 4yIeCHBIC IU1a3a.

— 41 3Hana, 4yTO MOCpeu JIO/Iel HE MECTO MHE, UTO HAC CIKUTAIOT JIMIIb 3aBUjeB. [loaTomy
Oosu1ach IPOSIBUTH ce0sl, 51 HE XOUy BaM 3J1a M Bac HE MPOKIMHAIO, — B €€ roJIoce MPOMETbKHYIN
TE€HU OTYASHbSI.
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— Tak orniyctu Hac, Jlous BoponoB! — o6patuiics k Heit [oiin. — Koinb 371a HaM He xenaenib,
IyCTh MbI IOIAEM CBOEH 10pOroii, a Thl AN CBOEH!

— Jlopora Bamia npuBeAéT Bac K cMepTu. Ha MCTHHHYIO TPONKY Bac MOCTAaBUTh — BOT UTO
cenarhb g JO/HKHA! — €€ ToJ1I0C BHOBb ITOBECETIEIL.

— Tak mouemMy ThI HE OCBOOOIUIITEL HAIIETO JApyra?

— Bam pyr HanoJiHeH THEBOM CIIPaBEIJIMBBIM, OH FOJIOBY MOIO JKEJIAET MOJIyUUTb.

— I'neBoM cpaBeyuBbIM? OTKyAA ThI 3TO B3s1a?

— IlonBnacTHO ero Teno MO€ei Bojie U pa3syM CBOM OTKpbUI nepeno MHoi! Ero kak kHury s
YHUTAlo, YTO ABUKET UM MHE SCHO.

— Jlous BopoHOB, 1103B0JH 3371aTh T€OE OJJMH BOIIPOC, HO TOKJISTHUCH HE JIraTh!

— 51 BeabMa, a HE TYHbS, MOTYYUI BOUH CEBEpa, Thl BIIPaBE TOBOPUTH.

— Ckaxu, 3TO Thl IOJHUMAEIIb MEPTBBIX?

— XpanutensHuna Jleca He cMeeT u3AeBaTbCA HaJ TEJIOM O€3/bIXaHHBIM, — CKa3aja OHa
THEBHO M B BO3/yX€ IMOBHUCIIO KAaKOE-TO €/1Ba yJloBUMoe HampspkeHue. Ho crnemyromas ¢paza
IPO3ByYajla HACTOJIBKO MSTKO, OyATO OHa rOBOpMia O MPOIOJKE I'PAIKU, a HE O YMEPUIBICHUU
HEXUTH. — He moHuMaro ux 51, HO 1apr0 UM BEYHBIM COH.

— Xopo11o Mbl TeOE BEPUM.

Joiin y6pan cBoil Mmeu B HOXkHBI. UTo emé emy octaBanock aenars? B Ty sxe cekynay ['per
PYXHYJ Ha KOJIEHH, YPOHUB Meu B BoAy. Tom mondexan K HEMy € KeJaHUEM IOMOYb U YBHJIEN,
KaK TSKEJIO TOT JBILIUT.

—Yto TBI ¢ HUM cenana’? — obparuics k Hewt [oiin. — Tel xke obemana.. .

— C HuM BCE€ B OpAJKE, OH KUB U OyZIEeT )KUTh. X04y OCTaBUTh NPHU ceOe 5 LENbHOCTh Tella
CBOETO, MO3TOMY Ball IPYyT yCTal, KaK mocie 0osl.

— Tw1 3a0paina ero cuibt?

Ha sToT Bompoc Beapbma He OTBETHIIA, a MOBEpPHYJach M Mouuia npodb. Joiliy HUuero
HE 0CTaBAJIOCh, KaK MOCJIeN0BaTh 32 Hel. ben u Tom B3Banwm I'pera Ha miIedn U MOMOTAIIN €My
uaty. [1oTT BeUOBMII M3 MyTH 00pOoHEHHbIH [ perom Meu. Criycts nmomyaca xoap0sl ['per cam, yxe
0e3 moCTOpOHHEHN oMoy, 1orHan [oiina.

— Cnymaii, apy»kuiie, He HpaBUTCS MHE BCE 3T0, — npoienTan ['per. — Ota Beabma — 3TO
poCTO uynoBHINE. S Tebe pacckasbiBall, KaK ObLIT OHAXK/BI HA OXOTE Ha BEIbMY?

Ckazarp, 4TO 3TH cJIoBa omapaniii [{oiia, 3HAYUT HUYETO HE CKa3aTh.

— Bor kak! U xorza e 1ol ycnen noderars 3a crapyxoi ¢ merioi? Mnu tam Obuia Takas ke
pOKOBas KpacaBulla? — MPOU3HECS ATH CJI0Ba, {01 HEPOU3BOIBHO B3ISAHYJ HA BEbMY. «A OHa
JNEHCTBUTENLHO 00J1a/1aeT KAaKOW-TO JTUKOW KPacOTOM».

— Jla Her, He Takas, HO U He ctapyxa. OObuHas cenbckas 6aba. JKua Ha OKpanHe HaIero
cena, THX0, MUPHO. BOT TonbKO mroau Havanu nponaaars. Moit apyr, JKako, porain 4eTBEPTBIM.
TyT-TO M HarpsHy1 K HaM B CEJO CUp, OOBSCHHI, YTO K YeMy M OTKPBUI OXOTy. S 3ammcancs
OJTHUM U3 NEPBbIX, OJ1aro MECTHBIA M OKPECTHOCTH 3HaJI Ha ypa. bbljio MHE Torna ceMHaarh JieT.
B o0uiem, npukyunian Mel €€, B yro 3arHaJiy, JIyYHUKH Ha He€ CTPEJIbl HAalleIUIIH, Jja KOTIEUIIUKN
NOAOUPAIOTCS MOTUXOHEUKY. TyT-TO M CIIyU9MIJIOCH CaMO€ CTPAIIHOE: CTPEJIbl COPBAIKCH M TOJIE-
TeNu B ciuHbI cBoUM. Koro crpena He 3aena — Te najarh Hadyauau, KTO OT OECCUIINS, Y KOTO KpOBb
U3 yllled XJIbIHYJIA, a KTO 3aMepTBO. MHe Tora oBe3y0, CTOSUI s 3a CIIMHAMU JIyYHUKOB U HE BUENa
MeHs npoksitas. Co BCex HOT TOT/a S MOMYalICs K CUPY, OBEIall YTo Ja Kak Oblio. A OH coOpan
cBoM marép u aAépy aan. BepHyncs, npaBaa, uepe3 HEJENI0 ¢ YapoJaeeM, Jia BOT TOJIbKO BEAbMbI
Y CJIe/] TPOCTHLIL.

— Tak uTO Xk ThI ceifuac KuHyscs Ha He€ ¢ MedoM, a? XKuTh Hasioeno uto au?

— Jlymai, 3Ta MoJioziasi, MOXET, yCIIEI0 IPUPE3ath. . .

— Ota Mosozaas yousna AByX MEPTBBIX OTHUM PUKOCHOBEHHEM.

— Jla, TyT 106aBUTH HEYero. A 3Haelllb, IOKa s CTOSAJI, OHA Y MEHS B OallIKe MOKOMaach.
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— Jla, ona roBopwia. Hy u kak ourymienue?

— Tbl 3Haeb, He O4eHb NpUATHO. Kak OyATO B TOJIOBY 3aJIMBaIOT OTBAp U3 KapTOQEIbHbIX
ouncTKOB. Ho m1aBHOE s1 HOHKMMAJ, YTO IMEHHO OHA HAllljla y MEHS B FOJIOBE M MOT OIIYIIATh €€
peakuuto Ha 3T0. Korna ona n1obpanach 10 MOEro OTHOILIEHUS K BeAlbMaM, 1ymall Bc€, xaHa MHe. Eé
THEB 4yTh HE BCKUIIATII MHE MO3ru. Ho moTom oH cMeHumsics Ha couyBcTBuUE. Mnn Ha cocTpanaHue,
TaK ¥ HE pa3o0pars.

— Hamnu to, HE 3Has 9ToO.

— To1 310 0 uéM?

— OHa TBepauia, 4TO JKJana Hac, YTO MOMOXKET HaM. A MbI HU CIIyXOM, HH JIyXOM KTO OHa,
YTO 3/1€Ch J€NIaeT U Kakas eil oT 3Toro nonb3a? JlagHo, pa3 oHa Hac He yOuiIa, MOCMOTPUM, UTO
OyneT masnblie.

A pampiie ObUT y0 pacTymMid MOCPENW TMOJSHBI: OTPOMHBIM, PACKHIUCTBIA, C AYIUIOM
B UEJIOBEUECKUN POCT y caMoi 3emMutd. Jlyriio 3To ObUIO 3aBEIICHO Mapoil IIKYp, BEPOSITHO 3aMe-
HSBIIUX JBEPh. Benbma mpomIMbIrHysia MUMO HUX M CKPBLUIACh B CBOEM JIOMUKE. «BOT OH KakoB,
BeAbMEH JIoM. Celigac oHa MO0 HAKPOET HaM CTOJ, JIMOO M3 HAC HAKPOET CTOID», — IoayMaut J{oir.
W B TOT 5k€ MUT 00€ HIKYpBl pacCaxHyIHCh.
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3. Bonpochkl 1 oTBeThI

Jloiin mpocHycst OT TPOMKOTO XOX0Ta, CTAHYJ ¢ ce0sl MIKypbl M MOCMOTpen Ha Hebo. Spkue
JTy4u IpoOHBasiCh CKBO3b I'yCTYIO JIMCTBY OCIICIIUIIM €T0, 3aCTaBUB 3aKMYPHUTHCS U OTBEPHYTHCS.
[Iporepes rnasa, B mape caxkeHelt ot cedst oH yBuaen beHa u BeabMy, CHIEBIIUX HA CTBOJIE yIaB-
IeTO JepeBa U MU0 OeceOBaBIIUX JIPYT C ApyroM. JeBylka 3armiena cBOU BOJIOCH B KOCHUYKH,
KOTOPBIE CBHUCAIIU C €€ TOJIOBHI CO Bcex cTOpoH. Jloub BopoHOB OblIa 0/1eTa B MPOCTEHBKHE KOXKA-
HBI€ IITAaHBl U KyPTOUKY, & Ha €€ HOTax ObLIM BHICOKHE CAIlOTH C MATKOM mogomuiBoit. Ceromus eé
TeJ10 OBLIO MPEAEITBHO COKPBITO OT IIOCTOPOHHUX B30POB U B TAKOM BH/IE OHA ObLjIa OOJIBIIIE TTOX0KA
Ha OXOTHHUILY, YEM Ha BEIbMY.

— Mmue HpaButcs TBoM Hapsa, Cectpa O3€p, HO MoUueMy BUYEpa Thl BCTPETHIJIA HAC TakK...
OTKPOBEHHO? — 3a/1aJ1 €l ouepeaHou Bonpoc beH.

— S1 MonBuna Tebe, UTO paHbIIIE BbI MPHUIILIH MOJIOKEHHOTO CPOKA, — OTBEYAJIA JIEBYIIIKA SIBHO
WUTPUBBIM TOHOM.

— D, HeT, oporas, Thl OT OTBETA HE yXOnau, — npuiypuics ben. — To, 4To Mbl npULLIN
paHbplIe — 3TO S YK€ MOHsUL. Sl XOouy y3HaTh: MOYEMY Thl TyJsiellb IO JECy B TaKOM Hapsie?
He xononno nmu tebe?

— Wckpa orHst BHyTpU MEHsI MHE corpeBaet nyury. 1 Temno.

ben nuénnyn ceOs 1aqoHSIMHU 10 KOJICHSM U TSKEIO0 BBIIOXHYI:

— Bort, ot T 3a cBOE. S Tebe yxe BCE yTpo 3a7ar0 OMH U TOT K€ BOMPOC, a ThI Aacllb
MHE OTBETHI Ha COBEPILIEHHO Apyrue! — beH ycraBuics Ha He€, BBIITyYHB I[71a3a, HO AEBYLIKA HA 3TO
JUIIb XUXUKHYNA. — XOPOUIO, CKaKW MHE: IIOYEMY Thl XOJUIIb MO JeCy rojas?

B oTBeT Benbma BeIIPSAMUIIACH, ClEIala CEPhEZHOE BRIPAKEHHE JIMIIA U TIPOU3HECA roJ1o0-
COM, JIMIIEHHBIM KaKUX OBl TO HU OBIJI0 SMOILIMIA:

— 3/1ech HeT e, JTUIIb 3BEPU MEHSI BUJIAT, MHE HEYETO CKPbIBATh.

Veapiman e€, Jloin mo&xuics: TaKuM rojiIocoM OHa MOXKET CIIOKOMHO BbIaBaTh CMEPTHBIE
MPUTOBOPHI MOIYYIIE TF000TO TOPOJICKOTO CybH. [la M HCTIONMHUTB KX CMOXKET, HABEPHOE, HE XYKe
nanava. nu gaxe mydie. A BeabMa, Mpou3Hecs MOCIeAHIo (pa3sy, cuaena Kak u3BasHUe U HU
OJIMH MYCKYI Ha e€ nuiie He AporHya. CTpax BHOBb MypalikaMu Mpo0OexKa 1o ero CiuHe. «A BAPYT
U B MpaBay OHAa YOKHYyTas?» beHy Toxe crano He mo cebe, OH MOOIeAHEN U Hayal MOTUXOHBKY
cnon3ath ¢ OpeBHa. M TyT AeByIIKa pa3pa3uiiach 3BOHKUM XOXOTOM, TAKUM MPUSTHBIM U TaKUM
3apa3uTenbHbBIM. beH e€ mogaep:kal, 1a U caMm OH yAabIOHYJCS: «Dy-y-yX, HE YOKHYTas, IPOCTO
IOMOp y He€ CTpaHHbIY. Jlanbllie ciymarh UX BOPKOBAHHME OH HE XOTEJ, TOATOMY MOIHSIICA, CBEP-
HyJ LIKYpbl U OTHEC UX IOJ HaBec. BriepBbie 3a J1Be HENEIU OH MOYYBCTBOBAJ, YTO BBICTIAJICA.
Hukakux TpeBor nmepes; CHOM, HUKaKUX JI€KYpPCTB, HE HaJI0 MyYUTh ce0sl MOMCKOM CTOHOB, BCITY-
IIMBAsCh B HOUHYIO THILIb. Buepa OoH mpocTo €T, 3aKpbUl IJ1a3a U TYT K€ MPOBAIMIICS B COH.

3a 1y0oM OH Hamén pydeék, B KOTOPOM YMBLICS, a 3aTeM 000IIENT KPyTroM >KUITUIIE BEAbMBI.
«/la, mouctuHe 10roBo XpaHUTENIbHUIIBI Jleca», — yAUBUIICS OH BUJA, O KAKMX MCHOJIMHCKHUX
pa3MepoB BbIMaxai 3ToT Ay0. Ero momslii cTBOM AOMKEH ObUT 3aMEHSTh BelbMe MPUINYHOTO pa3-
Mepa KOMHaTy. BHyTpp OH pemmi He 3aXO[IUTh, TaK Kak JEBYIIKa ero He npumamaina. OH yxe
BbIIIEI K beny ¢ BebMOM, KOra 3aMeTHI1 IBM>KEHUE B Jiecy. Jloii Hayan pa3BopauynuBaThCs K HEBe-
JIOMOMY Bpary v OTHOBPEMEHHO MOTSAHYJICS 32 MEYOM, HO BCTIOMHUJL, YTO 3a0bUT MPUCTETHY Th KJTH-
HOK K nosicy. Emi¢ yepe3 MrHOBEHbE €ro OmaceHus pa3BeHYallCh, Belb HABCTPEUY eMy C yIbIOKOH
no ymei mén I'per, Hecs AByX 3aifuat. 3a HUM IO MSATaM CEMEHWIN ToM, Hecs KpOXOTHOTO MOpo-
céHka, u [loTT, TamuBIuKii cpa3y yetbipe Oesku. 3a cniuuoi y I'pera u Toma [loiin 3ameTui nyku.

— DTO rae ke Thl apceHalsl Takoi pa3noOwui? He nHade u MEPTBBIX 0TOOpan? — yAMBHICS
Joi.
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— Her, He y MEPTBBIX, Y XO3sIOIIKHA HameHd. 5 ¢ Bedepa, Koraa JIOKWICA CIaTh, B IIKypax
JBIPOYKH Halllynall, Hy ¥ MoayMmall, 4Tto y He€ Jyk ecTb. HayTpo cnpocui, a oHa pa3 — u cpasy
nBa aocrana. Oka3pIBaeTcsl BCE 3BepbE OHA HE Maruew, a crpeiaMu JOOBIBA€T, a MEPTBBIX TYT
B OKPECTHOCTSIX OTPOJSACH HE ObUIO: HU TE€J, HU cie0B. bosATCS OHU K €€ 1OMY MOJIXOIUTh.

— 51 cMOTpIO ThI TYT HE OIMH BETUKUI OXOTHHK. [lox0ske, Koe-KTo Tedst 00CTpesil, — yXMbLIb-
Hyscs Jlow.

— A, 9710... Thl HE OOpaIaif BHUMaHUS, YTO OHH C JOOBIYEH. ITU TOPE-OXOTHUKHU MOACTPEITUITN
pOBHO HU-ue-ro! — I'per pacmibLics B yIbIOKe.

HoBoOpa#niips! criokuian 100614y Ha TpaBe, ToM OTJIOKMII YK U MOCHEIINI K AEBYIIKE.

— ben, noiau, noryns, s Toxe Xouy 3a7arh €€ napy BOIpocoB!

—Ho...

— JlaBaii, s1 ObicTpenbko! Iloiiau noka, OykeTHk codepu U MpuayMail KOMIUIEMEHT OOPUTH-
HaJIbHEE, — OTILYCTHJI OH BCJie/ yXosieMy beny.

— Pa3 31eck Thl Ipe10 MHOM, TO TOBOPH.

— Iocnymaii, Pe6énok BopoHoB, s Obl XoTen y3HaTh, 4TO Hac XAET Brepeau. A To bew,
0omnBaH, HEOOCh, TeOE BCE YIIU CIAJIKUMU CIOBAMH MPOXKYXxKail, — ToM yIbIOHYICS U 100aBUI, —
a Thl ¥ BIPABJy HEBEPOSATHO KPacUBasl.

Hoitna 3auHTepecoBai Borpoc ToMa u oH mpuOIU3UICS K CUISIICH BEAbME.

— Bam nyTh onaceH, MHOTHE HE C BAMM U MHOTHUX BbI €111€ JTUILIUTECH.

Otser omapani ToMa, HO OH pelIn NPOJOIKUTD:

— Ckaxwu, Cectpa Betpos, a koro Ml morepsieM?

— Koro He craner — BoJisl HE MO4, JIUIIb BU)KY TOpE Ha 3HAKOMBIX JIMLAX.

— $1 momyyato GobIe BOMPOCOB, YeM OTBETOB Ha HUX. CKaku, OTKyAa ThI BCE 3HACIIh?
Otkyna y Te0s Takas cuia’?

BenpMma 3amomnuana ¥ K TOMy MOMEHTY, KOTJla OHa Hayajia FOBOPUTh, BepHYcs beH ¢ 1Be-
TaMH.

— S1 cunmy npuHHMMAar0 U3 MECT COKpBITBIX. Bona, 3emis u Bo3ayx €€ paroT MHe. M xu3He.
Bo MHe nckpa roput, a KpOBb MHE PACKPBIBAET TAMHBI.

Ha sror pa3 nonro mouan Tom. Hakonen, oH nmpousHéc:

— TBou ponutenu, rae onu?

— Mou ponuTenyu 3acThlM B TaHIIE U JEPEBO MX 3alUILAET BEPHOCTb.

B Bo3ayxe nmoBucia HeIOBKas naysa.

— A npyrue BebMbl, Thl UX BCTpeydasa?

— Jla s BcTpeyasia BeZibM, OHU HE POBHSI MHE.

— A OTKyJa ThI 3Haellb, 4TO OHU TeOs caabee?

— Tenepb oHM )KUBYT Ha JAHE TPSICUHBI, CPEAU OOJIOT.

— Xopot1to, Teneps NocaeHUI BOMPOC: sl CTaHy repoem?

—I1yTs BBINAM TBOI Ha IEpEKPECTOK cyed, repoem He ObIBaTh TeOe. i ObIBaTh TOCMEPTHO.

Ot atoro orBeta Tom Bnan B crynop. C olapaiiieHHbIM B3IJI10M OH nodnaronapui Boponos
JluTts 1 oTripaBuiics K pyublo. beH cxkuman B pyke OyKeT He 3Hasi K MECTY OH celyac UJu HeT.

— IToxoke, ITOKa BOIIPOCOB XBATHUT, — 3AKIIOYHI J{0H 1 OTIIPaBUIICS MOTPOIIHUTH JOOBIUY.

OTBeThI BeIbMbI OBLIH CTPAHHBIMU: HE CTOJIBKO Pa3bsICHSIIN, CKOJIBKO 3amyThiBajn. «He Bce
MBI 10i11€M 10 KoHLa ITyTH. He Bce — 3HaUUT norubHeM, JOWIEM — 3HAUUT BBDKUBEM, — PACCYXK-
nan oH. — Ho xto moru0Hert, a kto BepKUBET? M KTO OyneT pemars, KoMy JKUTh, @ KOMY YMEpETh?
Ona roBopuia, 4To JOJIKHBI ObUTH MPUITH ECATH U TOPA30 MO3kKe. A CBAIMIUCH MATEPO Ha €€
rosnoBy. Mnu He Ha ronoBy». OT pa3zaymuil y Hero caMmoro 3a0oJiesa rojaoBa U OH OTBJIEKCS Ha pas-
nenbsiBaHue 100bau. Kakoe-1o BpeMsi OH HU 0 4€M HeE Jymall, 3aTeM IOJI0NIIa BebMa U 3a0paa
msico. OHa 3anekia Iu4b Ha yIIIsX, B TpaBaX U HUUEro BKycHee 3Toro Omtona Jloi He el BOT yxe
HECKOJIBKO JIET.
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[I50 BpeMsi, CONHIIE BCE HMXKE CITyCKAJIOCh K TOPU30HTY. Y TPOM CIIEAYIOLIETo AHS UM Clie-
JyeT BBIXOAUTH, a Ha ycTax Jloina octanoch emé MHOro He 3aJaHHbIX Bomnpocos. [locie obena
BE/IbMa yIUIa K cebe JOMOH, la Tak U ocTanack TaM. JKmare joinbline He ObUIo cMbicna u Jloiin
OTJIOKUJI M€Y, CTIPSATAl TOYMJIbHBIN KaMEHb U MOJOMIEN K CBUCABIIUM LIKYpaM, CIIy>KUBLINM JIBE-
pbio. bbuta 061 3TO 00BIUHAS JAepEBsHHAS IBEPh, OH OBI MOCTYYaAJICs, HO KaK CTy4arTh 110 MSTKHM
mkypam? IlogymaB HEMHOTO OH pPEIINI 3aiTH TaK, KaK PaHbIIE 3aXOAWI B MIATEP K UX COTHHKY,
Moprtucy. «Ilpoury npoienus, Jean, MOTy JH sl T0OOECIOKOUTh Bac?» — MPOUrpasl OH HECKOJIBKO
pa3 B TOJIOBE 3Ty CLIEHKY U YK€ HaOpaJ MOJIHYIO I'pyAb BO3AyXa, KaK YCJbIIIAJ TOJIOC AE€BYIIKH:

— He crecnsiirecs, Jloin CeliH, s gaBHO Bac oxugaro — Mo ['omoc B 601b1110M MUpeE.

«Bor s 6onBan! OHa yxe TaBHO MEHsI KAET, HEOOCh TOJIHS, a sl XOKY HE 3Has 4eM ceOs
3aHTh. O! ['onoc B O0NIBIIOM MUPE — 3TO YTO-TO HOBEHBKOE», — PELIMJI OH U PAa3ABUHYJ LIKYPHI.
Joiin marnya Boepén v 'y Hero 3a CIIMHOW COMKHYITUCH MSITKUE Bepu. OH pa3ABUHYI CIEAYIOIIHMA
PSI LIKYp M OKa3ajics BHYTPH BeIbMHUHOTO xmimmia. Jloin ocmotpencs. [lepex Hum crosi 6011b-
IIOM KPYIVIBIMA CTOJ € ABYMS TOPSIILIMMU OIIaBJICHHBIMU CBeuaMu. VX Tyckiioe MeplLaHue ele-eie
OCBeIIaJI0 yOpaHCTBO KOMHATHI. BA0JIb cTeH ObUIHM paccTaBlIeHBI KPUBBIE KHIDKHBIE ITOJIKHU, TOBTO-
psisi cBOC (POPMOI KpyIible CTeHBI KOMHATHI. Emé n3 momympaka BBHIIVISABIBAIN MTapa TyMOOYEK
Jla MaJIeHbKUH CTONUK ¢ TaOyperkoil. Ha onHO#l TymMOOuKe CTOSI KyBUIMH C JIECHBIMHU LIBETAMH.
CreBa cBucanu pora oJieHs, CIipaBa K CTeHe ObUIa MpuOUTa BOYbs mKypa. K poram onenst 6putn
MOJIBSI3aHBI IECSTKUA MEIIIOYKOB. «A BOH U Bemaika. Jla, oaex bl y He€ He MHOTOY, —3aMeTu1 ot
IPUMETUB Mapy IUIaLIeH, OAUH U3 KOTOPHIX ObUI YThIKaH YEPHBIMU MEPBIMU. «A 1€ KpoBaTh? —
CHPOCHJII OH ce0si BU/IS, YTO TAKOBOM MPOCTO HET. — J{a M criajbHUK HA MOy HE MTOMECTHIICS OBl —
CJIMIIKOM MaJIo MECTa OCTaJ0Ch Il HOpMalbHOro cHa». Ho TyT OH 3aapai roiaoBy BBEpX U 3aMe-
THJI TaMaK BUCEBIINH O] CAMBIM ITOTOJIKOM, TaK OEPEIKHO CKphIBaeMBbIi TbMOM. «Bo uctuny JuTs
[Itui, — yemexuyncs oH. — DTO Kak ke Tyaa 3aduparbcsi? A BooOIe — T0BOJIBHO YIOTHO, XOThb
Y MpayHO». XO0351Ka CHJIeNa 33 CTOJIOM M TEPIIEIMBO JOKUIAJIAach, KOTAa OH ocMoTpurcs. o,
3aMETHUB 3TO, OCIELINI CECTh HAIIPOTHUB HEE.

— MoxHO? — CIPOCHIT OH U3 YUCTOW BEXJIMBOCTH, OTOABUIAS CTYII.

BenpMa kuBHyna. YCeBIIMCH OH MOYYBCTBOBAJI, KK MypalllK1 MPo0OekKalluch MO €ro CIUHE:
«AynueHuus y BebMbl. JlocmyKuics».

— Tol mpurnacuiia MeHs K cede, 9ToOBI 1 3a1aBasl BOPOCH. Y ThI OTBETHIIb HA JIF0O0H?

Benpma kuBHyna. [loitn oOpaTui BHUMaHME Ha €€ JIaJIOHM, JIeXkKalllue Ha CTOJIe, 3aTeM
Ha uno. «Kocnuku pacmnycTuiia, — 3aMeTu1 oH. — Jla ¥ BoJIoChI 3auecaia Ha3amy.

— TbI coOMpaenibCsi MHE AaTh OTBETHI HA BOIIPOCHI, KOTOPHIE 51 eI He 3a1ai?

— Ha te, 4T0 1OMIKEH ThI 3a/1aTh, IOJIYy4YUIIb Thl OTBETHL. He Oonbliie, 1 He MEHbIIIE.

—Yro x, ¢ yero Hayarb, a, Boponos [utsa? Jla, a mouemy o1 Boponos Jluts?

— Jlumb 3TH NTULBL, YTO YEPHBIMU KPbUIAMM pacceKkaroT Hebeca JaloT MHE pPajioCTh JKUTh
Y paJioBaThCs )KU3HU, — 0€3 pa3ayMuil OTBETUIIA JEBYLIKA.

«Bot e na! — momyman Jloin, — JleBaxa TyT B iecy coBceM cOpenumaly —a BCIyX MpoOu3HEC:

— Kak tB0€ nms?

— To ums, uyTo Kana MHE MaTh, U3BECTHO TEM, KTO 3HAET.

— A TbI He TyMaja BEpHYTbCS K JitoAsiM? [0BOpUTH yMeelllb, 3HAUUT, JKUjla CPeIn JTroeH.

— Cpenu nrofeit xuna g J0Aro, TOAbKO HE MPUHSIIN MEHS OHH.

— Hy, a ber? Tsl morna 661 ot ¢ benom? S Buaen, kak BbI C HUIM BOPKOBAJIH.

— YV bena u3Hb CBOSI U BCTpeUa Hallla ToOpbKasi OIIHOKa.

— Ilyctb TOrma ¢ To00i ocranercs.

— Xopomuuii OH, HO HE Cyb0a HaM BMecTe ObITh. Mosi Cynb0a ¢ TBOCIO CBSI3aHA U )KU3Hb MOSI
NPUHAITICKUT IpyroMy. Tl — roioc Moii, MpeaBEeCTHUK HEM3OEHKHOTO.

— «IIpenBecTHUK HEN30€KHOTO»? DTO U €CTh HAII MY Th?

— TBo# yTh — OBITH TOIOCOM MOMM
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— IMocnymaii, kpacaBuma, 51 TeOs He moHUMar0. S 3amar0 Tebe YETKUIl BOIpOC, a BMECTO
OTBETA IMOJTyYaro eme ECATOK BOPOCOB M KaKyl0-TO npebeneHb. Uto Tede oT MeHs HyKHO?

— He mue. A nam. Tol Buzien npasny, Buaea OOKWHIO, THI UM paccKaxkelb Bc€, Kak Obuto. Kak
Kaii 6exain. Kak ymepsiao TpEXThICSIMHOE BOMCKO M TOPOJ CTall MOTHIION. Thl 0 MUpy XOnuid, Th
TOBOPHJI C JIFOJBMH, THI TIOTEPSUT IPYy3€H, THI MIpeJaH OblI, MOTEPSIHHBIN B Jiecy, — TyT Jloiin 3ame-
THWJI, 4TO I71a3a BeAbMbl oTyckHenu. — Tol T'onoc! Tel pacckaxems Bcé! I1o ropomnam TBOM myTh
JIEKUT, 3HaMeHue Hec€T. Kopoib npenarenb KpoBU, MEABEIb BO JIbAY, CPBIBAIOIINI IIeYaTH. 3BEpPh
aJbii... JloM, TIOMHBIN JIEAHBIX BETPOB... Mosi cynn0a... — BelbMa BCKOYMJIA CO CTyJla U BCEM
TEJIOM HaBaJWJIaCh Ha CTOJ, ONEPIINCH pyKaMu. JIoWI OTKUHYICS Ha CIIMHKY CTYJa, CTapasch Jep-
KaTbcs MoJajbllie OT ofepKUMOH. [71a3a BenbMbl MOOENIENH, KaK M KOXKa, JIMIIb TOYKU 3payKoB
ocTaBaJIuCh 4€pHBIMU. M3 mox e€ nagoHel BbICTYNUIa KPOBb. — 3B€3/1a BO ThME U ThMa BOKPYT
uctoka! [Ipunn xnét. [Ipuni xaét! — BenpMa copBanach Ha Xpui. — Ero yac 611130k, — Bbl1aBuia
OHa U3 ceosl.

Bapyr peskas cynopora ckpytuia e€. E€ Hortu BnMiuch B 1€peBO, HOI'M OJKOCUIIUCH U OHA
CIOJI371a Ha MOJ MpolLapanas Ha CTOJICHIHMIIE 3aMeTHbIe 60po3aku. OnHa U3 cBeuell BCIIbIXHYJA
u nioracna. [lnams BTopoil enBa Temniaoch.

Joitn MeUIeHHO TIOHSIICA CO CTYyJa, CTapasich HE M3JaBaTh JIMIIHUX 3BYKOB. Ecnmu Obl oH
IIOCMOTPEJICSL B 3€pPKaJI0 TO YBUAET OBI, YTO €ro Koka craja Oeinoi, kak y tpyna. OH caenan
MaJICHbKHII 11ar BIE€BO U YBHUJEN JOABIKKU BEIbMbI — HAIIPSDKEHHBIE, CO CKPIOUEHHBIMU B CYJI0-
pore nanbuamu. [Join cuenan emé maxok. BeITAHYBIINCH, BeAbMa Jiexkana Ha noiy. E€ romosa
OblIa OTKMHYTA Ha3aJl Tak, CIIOBHO KTO-TO CBEpHYJ €€ IIel0, a U30 pTa Mmy3blpuiach neHa. OHa
KperKo oOHrMMala cedsi CBeICHHBIME B CyI0POTe pyKaMH, BpeMsi OT BPEMEHH COZIPOrasch OT O4e-
penHoro cnasma. Jloin oOpatui BHUMaHUE Ha JIaJ0Hb JIeBOM pyku. Ha Hell, npsiMo Ha Koxke ObLIH
BbIpE3aHbl CTpaHHbIE CUMBOJIBL. «PyHBbI, — moHsu1 OH. — [lope3bl m1yOokue, HO KpoBU HeT». Jloiin
oOepHyJcs ¥ B3IsIHYIN Ha cTtoil. Ha ero moBepxHOCTH ObUIO /1Ba TEMHBIX MSITHA HA TEX MECTaXx,
KyJla OHA OIIMpaJIach JIAJOHAMH — 3aCTapeBLIMe clieApl BnuTaBmencs kposu. «Hy-ka, nait crona
CBOIO pyKY», — JlOI1 BEIBEpHYII €€ MpaBylo PyKy, YTOOBI OCMOTpPETH Jai0Hb. «To ke camoe, Te ke
nopesbl, — pasmisiien oH nopesbl. — [loroau-kxa, a BOT U HET, CUMBOJIBI YyTh OTJIMYatOTCsA». Oue-
penHas cyaopora, COrHyBIIas €€ 4yTh JIM HE monanam, 3actaBuia Jloina otmarnyTbes. «HTo xe
nenarb? Uto nenarp?! — 3amanukoBan oH. — OHa HE YOKHYTAas, MPOCTO OfepKuUMasi. 3M0pOBO!»
Hoiin em€ pa3 mocMOTpeEN Ha 3aMepUIee TEIO BEAbMBI, & PAJIOM C €€ TOJIOBOM OH YBUEN PEIICHUE
BCEX Mpo0OIieM, BhIIIsAbIBaIOLIee U3-11o1 TyMOouku. «Hox», — nonsn Joitn. O nepewaruyin oec-
YYBCTBEHHYIO BEJIbMY U HaKJIOHWJICS 32 OpYy’KHEM, He cBOAs ¢ He€ ra3. [leHa nepecrana BbITEKaTh
u3 e€ pra. Ero nanplipl Haynamu AepeBIHHYIO PYKOATKY U KIIMHOK, KaK BIMTOM, JIET B 1a0Hb. OH
BHOBB IIEPECTYINI Yepe3 e€ Teno, BEpHYBILUCH Ha CBOE MecTo. Jle3Bue 310Bele modiaécKkuBano
B yracarouieM IjIaMeH!u CBEYH.

— Kppa! — nonéccs no nero mrym ¢ ynuisl. — Kapp! Kppppa!

3BYK [TOBTOPUJICS M OH PELIUI IOCMOTPETh, YTO TaM MpoucXoAuT. Pa3nBunyB mkypsl Join
BBINJIIHYJI HAapy»Ky. B JTydax yXozsiero coqHa oH yBH/1€1 TOBapHILEH, CTOALINX CAKEHSIX B TPHUI-
aTh OT Ay0a W CMOTPSIIMX Ha KPOHY MOTy4ero nepeBa. Kapkanbe pazaanoch npsMo y HEro Haj
rosjoBoi. oy B3aporHyn U mocMoTpen HaBepX. Bcé nepeBo ObUIO MPOCTO yCEIHO BOPOHAMM.
Ha Bcex BeTkax, crioCOOHBIX BbIAEPKATh UX BEC, CUAEIN YEPHBIE NTULIBI U BCE B3MIABI UX U&p-
HBIX OyCHHOK-IJ1a3 ObLIM YCTpeMJIEHBI Ha Hero. «boru, uTo e 3To Takoe TBoputcs! ben, npuiuio
BpEMsI IOMOJIUTHCS 3@ HAC BCEX», — MOJyMaJl OH, C)KaJl [IOKPEMY€e B PYKE HOXK U BEPHYJICS B JIOM.
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4.JlecHou Onnot

OOmMTHIN NMEePhIMH TIIAI 3aieBenmIcs u J{oin oTBiIEKes ot cBoero 3aHATHsA. OH OTIOXKHIIT
JIEPEBSLIKY, 3aTOUCHHYIO YK€, HABEPHOE, B IECATHIN pa3 U MOAOMIEN K IIJIaILy, MEAJIEHHO CIBUHYII
B CTOPOHY KamIoIIOH U MokiMal Ha ce0e e€ ncmyranHslii B3, B e€ 3y0ax Oblia 3a)ara majiouka,
TOJIIMHOM ¢ OonbiIoi nanen pyku. BepéBka, nmpuBsizaHHasi K Hell ¢ 00€MX CTOPOH, OMOsCHIBAIA
roJI0BYy IUIEHHUIBL. {01 mogHEC K €€ Uiy HOXK M aKKypaTHO Iepepesa MIHYPOK.

— 3aueM ThI CBSI3aJl MEHS, MOM TocTh? S meHHuna TBos?

Ot Takoro Bonpoca [loitn onemmi:

— 51, 1 mpOCTO XOTE IOMOYb, sl BUEN TBOU CYJOPOTH, IEHY W30 PTa U 3aKaTaHHbIE IM1a3a. Ham
nekaps — Tromop, OH TOBOPHII, YTO 3TO becoBckas 001€3Hb, YTO YeJIOBEKa OXBAYCHHOTO OecaMu
CJIelyeT CBSI3aTh, BCTABUTH B POT NAJKYy U HAJIETh HA TOJIOBY MEMIOK.

— Co MHO# Tako€ 4acTO MPOUCXOJIHUT.

— IIpoctu, g He 3Hai. S XxoTen nomoub, — JIOWII CTAHYI ¢ HEE IUIALL U cpe3a IMyThl Ha pyKax
1 HOTax.

— TbI nepeBsi3ain MHE PYKH. ..

— Panbl HA TBOUX JIAZIOHAX, — OH MTOCMOTpEI Ha €€ PYKH, — OHU ObUIM Takue IIyOoKHe, s
nepeBsizal ux.

— Cnacu60, HO He cTomnno. VX HeT, — OTBeTHIIa BeIbMa pa3MarbiBasi OAHY U3 MOBSI30K.

Ha mon ynana monocka Tkanu. Beapbma ocBoOofuia BTOPYIO pyKy M YCTaBUJIach Ha Tps-
MOYKH, Y3HaBasi B HUX OCTaTKU CBOEH onexabl. Ha e€ pykax He ObLJIO U cliefia OT paH.

— 51 He 3HamN, YTO BCE HE TaK CTPAILHO, 5 IPOCTO XOTEN MOMOYb. MHE HyXHa ObUIa YyncTas
TKaHb, YTOOBI HE HABPEIUTH TeOe. S B3I HX...

— He nago Oonbiie cnos, — nmepeduia ero IeByIka, — Thl clienal BcE U aaxe Oompliee. S
OnmarogapHa 3a OKa3aHHYIO MIOMOIIb, — B €€ T0JI0Ce OH BIEPBbIE MOYYBCTBOBAI TeIuio. — Cracu6o.
3a 3a00Ty, — a BOT 3TH CJIOBA JAJUCh €H TAKEIO.

—Mou npy3bs, HaBepHOE, OECTIOKOATCSA, HAZ0 KaK-TO UX MPOBENATh, — cKkazai Jloii v marnyn
K BBIXOZY.

— [Tocroii! OHu He BBIMYCTAT TeOs, nail Jdydle s, — AeBYIIKA MOAHSIIACH U, MOIIATHIBASICh,
MPOTUCHYJIACH K BBIXOAY IJI€ CKPhLUIACH 32 IIKYpPaMU-IBEPbMU.

Jloiin Haruyscs, MOMHSII C MoJia MepHATHIN IUIal] U BTOPOM, OOBIYHBIN IMJIall, HA KOTOPOM
OHa Jiexasa, 3aTeM MOABUHYJ Ha MECTO TSKEIBIA CTOJ. B 3TOT MOMEHT pa3/ianock MHOTOT0JIOCOE
KapKaHb€ U B KOMHATe MOSBUJIACH BEIbMa.

— S monoxwuin Te0s Ha MOJI, TaK KaK He 3Hall, Kak TeOs 3aKMHYTh HaBepX, — OMHUPasCh Ha CTO-
nemHuIy, Jloin nokocuiicsa Ha ramak. — Kak Thl Tyza 3ana3uiib?

— Ha 3ToT BOmpoC OTBET ThI HE MOMYYHIIlb, — OHA YIBIOHYACh. — J[py3bs TBOHM TEOs KeNaroT
BHUJICTb.

— Xopou1o, moi 1y, MOKaxych UM, — JIOWJI OIyCTHII B3IJISIL HA CTOJ M YIMBUJICA — HA CTOJIEILI-
HUIIE He ObUIO HUKAaKuX ciae0B KpoBU. OH 000MIIEN IEeBYIIKY U MPOOPAIICs CKBO3b IIKYPHI Ha BO3-
nyx. YerBepo Apy3el 0Ka3aluch psJIOM C HUM B TOT )K€ MUT.

— ThI Kak? — cXBaTui €ro 3a mieuu ['per u 3amigHyn npsMo B II1asa.

— Jla, HOpMmautbHO, Bpojie Obl. [Tocuaen, orBapoB momnui, — Jloiia ocMoTpercs.

Houb noaxonuna K KOHILy ¥ BOKPYI, TO TaM, TO 3/1€Ch Ha TPaBe BUJIHEIUCH TEMHbIEC MISITHA.
«Boponbl. MépTBble. [la uX TyT AeCATKN», — NPUKUHYI OH. 3aTeM OH mepeBén B3misg Ha I'pera
Y 3aMETWJI, 4TO JIULIO y TOTO B ccaguHax. ['epoid, ctosmuii psaoM ¢ ['perom, BIVISAEH HE JTydlIe.

—Yro 3a€Ch cinyunnocs? Bel Ipyr B Apyra 10XJIbIMU BOPOHAMU KUIAJINCH?

— Te1 He moBeputb, 4TO TYT ObLIO, — Havyan I'per. — Korna Th1 3amén B €€ 10M OTOBCIOAY
HavaJiu cjaeTaTbcsi BOpoHbl. OfuH, 1Ba, TPH, 3aT€M ACCATh, ABA/LATh, MAThAECAT. .. Koraa ux konu-
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YECTBO MEPEBAJINIIO 33 COTHIO, OHU pa30M HAOPOCUIIMCh Ha HAC U BBITHAJIM U3-110]1 KPOHBI JIEpEBa.
Kak TonpKko MBI OKa3aJIich Ha JYTY, ITHIIBI OTCTAJIM U PACCENINCh Ha BETBIX q1yOa. Ha molyro Hamry
HOTBITKY OAOWTH K IEPEBY OHU OTBEYAJIN aTakoil. 11 ueM J1oib1ie Mbl KJanu, TeM OOJIbIIE UX CTa-
HOBWIOCH. Koraa Thl BHIVISIHYI M3-3a LIKYpP, BETBU y0a yKe Tpeliaiu Noj UX TshKecThio. Bekope
3aIlJI0 COJIHIIE M KAPKaHbE HAa4aJlo pa3aBaThCs C IEPEBLEB, PacTyIMX Ha omyiuke. [loxoxe, crona
CJIETEJINCh BCE BOPOHBI MMmnepuu. Hacrosmee kpputatoe BOMCKO. MBI Cymenn pa3kedb OrOHb,
OOJIOXKUITUCH KOCTPaMH U Hayaju yMaTh, UTO JieJIaTh. Y HAc ObUIM JBa JIyKa, OIMH M€Y U KOpsra.
S nan nyxu beny u Ilotty, I'epoto — meu, a cam B3su1 {yOuHY peIIMB BO YTO ObI TO HU CTAJIO MPO-
pBatbes k Tebe. S momén nepBeiM, [epoil MpUKpHIBAI MHE CIIMHY, & pedsiTa CTPEISsUTH U3 JTYKOB.
HagepHoe, 51 ycnen cienars 1mara Tpu-4€ThIpe, IOKa Iepeo0 MHOKW HE BBIPOCIHA CTEHA U3 NTULL. S
MaxaJ B CJIEYIO HallpaBoO U HaJIEBO, BOPOHBI MOrH0aIy, KJIeBalIl U Lapanajiyd MHE JIMIO, a UX MaB-
1I1e coOpaThsl TOHYIN B BUXPE KPbUIbEB, PA3HOCALINX TYIIKH BO BCE CTOPOHBI, IOATOMY U BaJisl-
I0TCs OHU 110 BCeH noiisiHe. Mens criac [ epoii — OH BBITSAHYJ MEHS U3 3TOM KyTepbMBI, HO BOPOHBI
BBIOMJIM M€Y U3 €ro pyK U oTOpocuiin oimxe K 1yOy. Kak Tonbko Mbl epecekiin KaKyt-T0 HEBUIU-
MYIO IpaHb, ITUIbI BEPHYJIUCH HA CBOM MeCTa. BTOpy10 MOMBITKY 5 NPEANPUHST Yy Th [03:xe. Mbl
pacKUIaIH TopsIye BETKH BIUIOTH IO IOMa BEABMBI | I PEIIMI IIPOCKOUUTH C pazbera. BopoHsr
BCTPETUIIM MEHS CAKEHSX B IISITU OT JIepeBa CIUIOIIHBIM ITOTOKOM NTHYbUX Tell. He momHio, 4To
ObL10 ganbiue. Mens npuBén B uyBcTBO beH. OH M pacckasait, 4To NTULBI BPE3aJIUCh B MEHS C TAaKO!
CHUJIOM, UTO s TIepeJieTen yepes Hall KocTeEp. Torna st moHsu1, yTo 6€3 MOAACPKKHU BCEX MaroB UMIIe-
puu, HaM K Tebe He IpopBaThes. A 4yTO, COOCTBEHHO TOBOPS, TaM Jiejaia Beabma?

— Cnana, — kopoTko otBeTui [loitn, otyero y I'pera orBucia dentocts. — YTo kK, HAaM Ha/I0
coOuparbcs B yTh, Jloub BopoHOB o0e1iana HaM BCTpeuy ¢ JIH0IbMU Yepes3 Mapy AHEH.

Wx cOopbl 3aKOHYMIIHCH, KOT/IAa COJHIIE YK€ Hadallo IMpUIeKaTh Makymky. M3 moma B
JIEBYLIKA, OJIETasi B CBOM OXOTHUYMI KOCTIOM C HAKMHYTBIM Ha IJIEUH MEPHATHIM I11aiioM. B pykax
OHa C’)KMMaJIa MOTPEMAHHBIA MemodeK. [[oin mogomeén K Hei:

— Mowu apy3bs yOUIM TBOUX BOPOHOB, — OH BCIIOMHMJI TY Ky4y MEPTBBIX MTHUII, KOTOPYIO OHU
HacoOupanu He Jajnee, 4YeM rosigaca Haszal.

— He cTout coxaners 0 HUX, Ha CMEPTh UX JOJT BEN, KaK IONT APYy3€i TBOUX, CHACTH TEOsI.

— Ha, Ho...

— ...Telepb MHE XBaTUT BOPOHA Iepa ené HaJ0Iro, — 3aKoH4YmiIa 3a Hero /{ous BopoHOB.

— Te1 noitnéus ¢ Hamu?

— Hamu nytu emé nepecexyTcsi, HO KIyT MEHS Jiefa Ipyrue.

— Ara, nagHo. Hy, Tak kyna Ham uatu? Tsl Hac HarpaBHILb?

— Bam myTs Benér Tyna, — neBylIKa POTsAHYJIA pyKy Ha ceBepo-3anai. — JlecHas 3acraBa —
BOT MECTO, IJIe JOJT BAC 0’KUACT.

— Crnacu6o tebe 3a Bc€, xo3stomiKa, — J{oi1 cierka moKJIOHMIICS, CIIPAIINBaTh, YTO 3a JOJT
UX KAET, y HEro He ObLIO CHJI.

— Bo3pMuTe 310, OHO BaM IPUTOAMTCS, — BEJIbMa INPOTSIHYJIA EMY MEIIOYEK.

Jo¥n B35 nogHOLIEHUE U3 €€ PYyK, €lI€ pa3 MOKIOHWICS, Pa3BEPHYJICA M 3allIarail K CBOeH
rpynne. [lepseiM ero BcTperun ben:

— Omna yto, octaércs?

— V¥V He€ npyrue nena.

— IlogoxnuTe, MHE HaAO, s HA MUHYTKY! — KpUKHYJ1 uyepe3 miedo ben, yxe HEcuuumiics
K JIEBYIIIKE.

— MuHyTKa He yTAHET, — OTBETHJI eMy Beien [loil, Ho ben ero yxe He ciblmat.

A MHHYTKa 3aTsHyJach CIiepBa Ha JECIThb, IOTOM Ha JBaauark. [loiin TepmenuBo xaai,
IS, Kak beH xonuT BOKpyr He€, MalleT pyKaMH, XBaTaeTcsl 3a IoJOBY, IPUBOAUT KaKHE-TO
JIOBOJIbI M IIBITAETCS 3aIVIAHYTh €1 B Iv1a3a. Beapma ke He IIeBeNIniIach, JULIb U3PEIKa OTBeYaia
KOPOTKHMH ()pa3amMu, HATSHYB KaIIOMIOH ce0e Ha TOJIOBY, CKPBIB JOOPYIO IMOJIOBUHY Jiniia. B urore
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ben notepsin HafeK Ty, MaXHy B CepLlaX PYKOH U MOHUKHYB, YHIEN, OCTaBUB €€ CTOSITh B OIUHO-
yecTBe. BenbMa noBepHysa roioBy eMy BCJIE U JOJIT0 CMOTpea Ha yaanstolerocs ot He€ bena.
«E# xainb, HO 3T0 He e€ cyapbay, — mousu [Joitn. JoxknaBmivch bena oHu OTIpaBUIINCH JajbIIIe,
B jec. Tyna, kyna ux Hanpasuia Jloub Boponos, 3amurauna 3emens CaMMHUTOB.

B momuanuu onn num vHe nonro. Tom u IToTT yxe maBHO 0 4éM-TO Beceno Oonranu, ['per
1IET 3aMbIKaOIINM, NOMIAAbIBAs 10 cTopoHaM. U ciycts kakoii-To yac ero gorsai ben:

— Jloiin, ThI 3HaEIlIb, TIOYEMY OHA C HAMH HE TomuIa?

— Ona cka3ana, 4to €€ *AyT Kakue-To Aena.

— A-a-a, Hy-y-y, IpO MEHs YTO-HUOYb roBopHIia?

— a, 6s110 Ae10.

— A uto? Yto s ypon?

— C yero TbI B3s1?

— 51 Ob1 yBepeH, 4To OHA MOWAET cO MHOM. A TaM, y y0a, s IpOCTO YMOJISI €€ MONTH, 5
Jla)Ke caM XOTEJI OCTaThCs C HEW, HO OHA He comtacuiack. [oBopuiia 4To-T0, HO 51 TaK ¥ HE MOHSIL.
Buepa Ham ObUIO Tak XOpOILIO BMECTE, @ CETOJJHS OHA KaK KyCOK JIbJa.

— Ona BuauT Oyayiiee u Beput B cyan0y. OHa roBopmiia, 4To €€ cyap0a rae-To enig, a TBos
COBCEM B JIpyI'OM MECTE.

— A Moxet oHa Bpasyia?

— Moxert, Bpasia, a MOkeT U HeT. [loMHMIIIb Halero mojgkoBoa?

— Ha, renepan Hupuyc Kait, a uto?

— Tl ¢ Hell npoBEn OoJIbIlIe BCErO BPEMEHU, HE YIIOMHUHAJ CIIy4ailHO €r0 UMEHU?

— Hert, TounO HET.

— Ona Ha3Bana ero no umeHu. Ckaszana, 4To OH IpeaTesib U HaC HUKTO HE MPUILEN cracarh.

— Ho 710 He 03HauaeT, 4TO OHA HE MOJKET JraTh!

— Beasma He mxér. A Bepro eil.

— JlanHo, Xopormio. A 0 4éM BHI elI¢ pa3roBapuBaIu?

— I1o Gosnplieii yacTu s HE MOHsUT HUYero. YTo-To mpo Kopoiiei, 3sepeit, 3umy. Ja, emé cka-
3aJ1a, YTO MBI YMPEM, — ITO 3asBJICHUE 3aCTaBWIO beHa nepenépHyThCs, — a MOXKET, HE YMPEM.
A MoxeT, yMpéM, HO HeE BCeE.

—YTo THI XOUelIb ITUM CKa3aTh?

— A BOT 4TO X04€llb — TO ¥ TOHMMaM. HaBepHoOe, 3TO eAMHCTBEHHOE, UTO 5 IOHSUI U3 €€ peUeH.

ben 3amonuai, a BCKkope U BOBCE OTCTall, MOTPYXKEHHBIA B CBOU AyMbl. Jloiln mocMoTpen
no cropoHam. Jlec 6611 ipekpacen. «Konerr era — jrydiast mopa, — moymali oH, — B Jiecax I'puoblI,
arozbl, opexu. Ha momsx co3peBatot ypoxan. Emé ayTb-4yTh — 1 yOOpka. A Tam 10 cBaieOHOM
nopsl He faneko. 1 nepeBbst! OHM yxe Hayaau HOKpPbIBAaThCs 30J10TOM ! » DTa MBICIb 3aCTaBUIIA €T0
yAabIOHYThCA. OH BIOXHYJ IPOXJIaJHbIM BO3AYyX MOJTHON IPYAbI0. «A 4TO TYT y Hac?» — CIpOCHI
OH caM ceOs TO/IHSAB MEIIOK Ha YPOBEHb I71a3. J{0iii 3aImycTi B HETO PyKy U €ro JoObIYel cTanu
KYCKH 3aBAJICHHOIO Msca.

— [Napuu! Cerogns nupyem! — pagoCTHO BOCKJIMKHYJI OH.

WU neiictBuTenbHO, 00en ynancs Ha ciaBy. Ha qHe cyMKd OH HAmIEN TOT CaMbIii OXOTHUYHI
HOX, Ybsl PyKOSITh TaK IPUIILIACH IO €T0 JIaJI0OHH.

be3 mpoucniecTBuil OHM LUK O BeYepa U YCTPOWIJIM MPUBAT MEXKIY OJIM3KO pacTyIlUMU
OCHHAMH.

— Kak untepecHo, — npousHéc J{0Ha MBICIIH BCIYX, — 3aXOJWIH B €JIBHUK, 3aTE€M MEPELLIN
B OCHHOBBIII Jiec, Ha 00JI0Tax MOBCTPEYaAIH BEAbMY cpein OepEé3 U BOT CHOBA OCHHBI.

— U 3a BcE BpeMs onuH 1y0, — mo6aBun bex.

«Jla, nercTBUTENHHO, OOUH AyO», — yauBuics Join. CMmepkanock, U mopa ObUIO yCTpau-
BaTbCsl HA HOUEBKY. CeroiHs ero AeKypCcTBO BbINAJIO CPEIU HOUH, TAK UTO OH JIET, CTAPasiCh IOCKO-
pee 3acHyTh. DTO HOYB ObLIa CIIOKOWHOM. [loyTpy OHM HacmeX MepeKyCHiIN, COOpaTUuCh U OTIIpa-

27



B. H. ManbiweB. «TeHb CnpaBegnmBoCTU. TEHWN YHUUTOXEHHbIX nMnepui. Knura 1»

BUJIMCH B IyTh. HOBBIN J1eHb TAHYJCS 0€3MATEXKHO, IOKa HABCTPEUY UM HE BBILIUIA Tapa MEPTBBIX,
CKOBaHHBIX JIPYT C IPYTrOM LENbI0. «BOT 1 Bcé», — B3noxHy o, nisias, kak Tom u [lort otnipas-
JSI0T HEepa3ly4yHYIo Mapouky K mpaoTuaM. A Tam rie oAuH MEPTBEL ecTh U Apyroi. C KaKabIM
9acoM Ha WX MYTH BOCCTABIIUX CTAHOBWIIOCH BCE Oombie u Oonpiie. [lapy pa3 oHU MOBTOPSIIH
TaKTHKY YIapOB IIUTaMHU C pa30ery, HO BCE Yalie UM MPUXOIUIOCh OTOMBATHCS, @ HE HalalaTh.
W BOT HacTax TOT MOMEHT, KOTZIa OTOMBATHCS yKe He Obuto cMbicia. OHM TPOCTO OeXalld B TOM
HarnpaBJIeHUH, KyJa yka3aja BeapMa. [loin Héccst mepBbIM, CHOCS IIUTOM TEX, KTO TPUOIIIKAICS
clieBa U pyOst MEUOM TeX, KTO Hamaaaj cnpaBa. HoBOOpaHIIBI TOJBKO B KpaifHEM ciiy4dae BHIOpAChI-
BaJIM KOIIbSl B CTOPOHY Bpara. [Ipumep bena numuBiierocs cBoero opyxusi, iXx HEMHOTO Hay4HJI:
ben Torna npoH3ui KonbEM royoBy Bpara, a BBITALIUTh HE ycren. ['epoii moTom otaal eMy CBOE,
a caM BBIXBaTWJI Med. ['per Oexan B KOHIIE JOOMBasi T€X, KTO IMBITAJCS BCTaTh. JTOT OE3yMHBIN
MapaOH CO CMEPTHIO MPOAOIIKAJICS y’KE HECKOIBKO YaCcOB, OCHHBI YCIIEM CMEHHUTHCS COCHAMU
Y CWJIBI MX OBUIM YK€ Ha UCXOJI€, KOT/1a BIIEPEIN 3aMassuiiio CBOOOTHOE OT IEPEBHEB IPOCTPAHCTBO.

— beictpee! — noaronsn Bcex Join. — Emeé uyTh-uyTh!

OTO ero «4yTh-uyTh», MPUAAJIO HOBBIX CHJI U eMy caMoMy. C Ka)/bIM LIaroM OH MpuoOiu-
JKaJICSl K CIIACEHHIO, TTOKa He yCIbIIal Kpuk c3aau. OH pe3ko octaHoBwics U obepHyncs. [ToTt
KyOapeMm Jieren BHU3 10 ckioHy. He pasmymbiBas Jloln KuMHYJCS 32 HUM, IO MYTH COMB MepT-
Bena. ToT Beceno KyBbIpkasics, TOroHsist [lorta u yctunas cBOil IyTh OTJIETEBIIMMU KOHEYHO-
ctsamu. OcranbpHble Benen 3a JJoinoM KMHYIHCh BAOTOHKY CIIOTKHYBIIEMYcs Apyry. o moaoe-
xai K [IoTTy Korja ToT y’ke IbITajcs BCTaTh, HO pe3Kas 00Jb MOBAJIMIIA €r0 Ha 3EMJIIO.

— Mos Hora! — 3aBonui oH. — Sl He Mory BcTaTh!

— Mpr1 Tebe, — BergaBui Joiin, nposneras mumo [lota, — moMoxkem! — ero Med pacKpous1 uepen
MepTBeLa.

K Tomy noaTsaHynuce 1 ocTaiabHbIE YJIEHBI UX OTPAA.

— Yo ¢ To60#? — ycraBwics Ha [lorta ['per, 1 0TBETOM eMy OBLIO KAIIOOHOE CKYJICHHE.

— Hore xonen, — orBeTun 3a Hero Jloin. — Ero npuaércs HecTu.

— Msl He noiiném, — npouentan oqHuMu rydamu I'per, Ho ben u Tom 370 3ameTiu.

Joiin ynoxun emé onHoro Mépreoro. «C paHeHHBIM Mbl HE YHAEM OT HUX, — TOHUMAJI OH, —
HO HAJI0 4TO-TO Aenarb». OH ObLT MpayHee Ty4H, KOTJa MpOr3HEC:

— Bceratb B KkpyT, aepxxars obopony! He nonmyckars ux B IToTTy!

W onum BcTanmu HacMepTh, 3alluiias paHeHOro Topapuina. JKnaTh NEpBOM aTakd UM IpHU-
IIJIOCH HEAOJTO. YK 4epe3 MrHOBEHHE IEePBBIN BOCCTaBIIN HaOpocuiics Ha [ pera. ['per oTpyOun
€My TOJIOBY, OTIIMXHYII OT ce0si OOMSATIIIee TEIO M MOBEPHYJICS K CIENYIOIEMY TPOTUBHUKY. Jloiin
TOXE HE CKy4Yall: IIIUTOM OTTOJIKHYJI OJJHOIO, BTOPOTO MHYJI HOTOW M 3aTeM J100u 00oux Jiexa-
mux mMepteenioB. Tom u ben neiictBoBanu B nape: beH konbéM Oui1 TeX, 4YTO Ha paccTosHUU, ToM
MeuoM pyOui Tex, 4to noaxoaunu omuxke. [lponuia MunyTa, 1pyras, KOJIMYECTBO MaBIIUX MEPT-
BBIX BOKPYT HUX YBEJIMYHUBAJIOCH, @ UX HATUCK TOJIbKO Bo3pacTail. Be€ vaie MUMO HUX MposeTanu
CHOTKHYBLIMECS BBILIE O CKJIOHY BOCCTaBIlKE. 1 BOT HacTam MOMEHT, KOTjja OIMH TaKOW CHapsi{
BpEe3aJsicsl B )KMBOT'O 3alIUTHUKA. [ per Juilb ycren NoACTaBUTh O] yAap Ha LIUT, KOT/a ero JieBas
pyKa U ¢ Takoi CHIJION Bpe3anach eMy B IPyJlb, YTO OH B3MbUI B BO3/IYX, CJIEaJl CAIbTO HAJ JiexkKa-
muM [lotTom, 1 mpuzeminics B Kydy YIOKOGHHBIX MEPTBELIOB. Med He 3aMeUIni MOTepAThCS,
TaK )K€ Kak U nuieM. Msrkue teia cMsarduim yuap u ['per; KyBbIpKHYBIIKCH €1IE pa3, paciyacTaics
Ha 3emiie. CryCTs CEeKyH/y, Ha/l HUM HaBUCJIA TEHb.

— Jloiii, 3T0 ThI? — CIIPOCUII OH cl1a0bIM Tos1I0coM. OTBETOM €My OBLIIO IIUIEHUE U KIIallaHbe
yentocTeld. XoJMoJHbIe NaNblibl CXBATWIIM €ro 3a ropio u I'per moHsi, kak oH oummnbded. OH npo-
CYHYJI LIUT MEXy COOO0N U MEPTBELIOM, HE J1aBas TOMY HaBaJIUTHCS BCEM CBOMM BECOM, ynépcs
B HETO MpPaBOi PYKOM M MOMBITAJICS OTOJBUHYTH OT ceOs MOIYCIHHUBILIErO yenoBeka. M emy yna-
nocek! Ho MepTBer He cobuparicst yeTymarh CBOIO JOOBITY M CTO €CTh CHJI Hadasl MPUTATHBATH [ pera
K cebe. Torna I'per ynépcs B max MepTBelly KOJIEHOM U MEPEKUHYI €ro uepe3 rojaoBy. MepTBsk
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HIMSIKHYJICSI B LIare OT HETO, Mapy pa3 MepeKaTHiICs U Havyall MOJHUMAThCs. [ per Toxe pelni BCKo-
YUTb, HO TYT €T0 TEJO MPOH3UJIO0 00JbI0, BRICTpENUBIIEH U3 HOrU. OH CTOSJI Ha OJHOM KOJIEHE
U BHJIEN, KaK CMEpPTh MOJ3ET K HEMY IO CKJIOHY. B ero maBoil pyke He ObUIO OpyXHd, a pyKa
CO LIUTOM O€3BOJILHO MOBHUCIA IJIEThIO BAOJb Tena. «KuHxkan!» — mpoMesnbKHY/Ia MbICIb B €r0
rosioBe. OH ONyCTUJI pyKY M €0 MaJiblbl HAlllyIaJIX IOKPBITYIO KOKeH pyKosTKy. 1 BOT B ero pyke
y’K€ CBEpKaJl OCTPEHIINI KIMHOK — ero crnacenue. OQuH yaap — U XOAsuuid MepTBeL] IPUCOEIH-
HUJICS K MEpTBeLaM JiexxadnM. [ per moBepHyscs Ha 3ByKu 00s1. J{0iin coBceM mpuOIu3miIcs K peos-
TaM, [bITAsICh CAEPKUBAThH aTAKU U 3a €051 U 3a HETO, HO €T0 OAHOT0 SIBHO Ob110 Masio. OnuH MepT-
BeI BCE e CyMel MPOCKOUUTh. I'per né€pHycs B MOMBITKE MMOMeNmars eMy aooparbest 1o IloTra,
HO pe3kasi 00Jb IOoCTaBMIIa €ro Ha KojeHu. Korna oH MoiHsAI rojoBy, TO YBUJEN, KaK MEPTBBIN
BIICTTUJICS CBOCH THWJION macThio B OpoBb [loTTa. MepTBen AEpHYI TOJOBOW U HA €T0 CTPAIIHYIO
4eNocTh OpbI3HYyJa ropsyas KpoBb. Pa3nancs HeuenoBeueckuil Kpuk U ['per B3MIsSHYN HA JULO
6exnoro Ilorra, TummBIIerocss OpoBU U 4acTH KOXH co j10a. [ToTT HencToBO 3anepraics, a ero
Oenblil a3 OonTancs B KpaCHOH IVIa3HHMIIE, Oosiee He MPUKPBIBAEMbI BEKOM. [ 0JI0BY dynoBHUIIIa
IPOH3UJI M€Y, HO Ha MECTO OJIHOro MEPTBOro npuuuin Tpoe. Kpuk cmenusncs OyiabkaHbeM, Korja
MEPTBEIBI 100panuch 10 Topia HecyacTHoro. [loitn moackouni k I'pery, ben u Tom npukpsiBanu
€My CIIUHY:

— Tr1 Kak, MOJKEIIb UATU? — CIIPOCUIT OH, 1IAPs [JIa3aMU IO CTOPOHAM.

— Co MHOI BaM HE JJOWTH, — 0TO3BajICs [ per, — y MeHs OJIOBUHA Tea MEPEIOMaHoO.

— Huuero, noiiném! — Jloiin 3akunyn ero pyky cede Ha medo. — [IoTT Ham moMOoKeT.

— Kak? — yauBuiics I'per, HO TyT 10 Hero 101LI0: MEPTBBIE BCEH TOJINOM MOBAJIMIIN JIAKO-
MHUTBCS TEMJION YETOBEUHHOM.

W onu nmomuanuch BBEPX MO CKIOHY CO BCEH CKOPOCTHIO, HA KOTOPYIO TOJIBKO ObUIN CIIO-
coOHbl. Tom u ben pacuuimanu um nyTsb, a Jloitn u I'per crapanuch He OTCTaBaTh, XOTS Kaxa0e
JBUKEHUE, KayKIbIH 11T, KaXkJIbli BAOX NpoH3ai ['pera octpoit 60mbio0. 1 BOT OHU yke BIOpasnch
Ha BEPILMHY CKJIOHA U MyCTUJIMCH B CTOPOHY JIOJICKOTO noceneHus. Ho MEpTBrIe, BcTpeuaromuecs
Ha UX IYTH, HE YyBCTBOBaJIM KpoBH [lorTra. OHU MyCTUINCH BCEA C OAHUM >KEJTaHUEM: JOTHATh
U coxparh. C KaKIBIM IaroM criacenue 0puto Beé Ommke. Cpenu coceH BUIHEINCS BEICOKUI Ope-
BEHYATHIH 3a00p, a U3-3a HETO BHIIVISIBIBAJIN KPBIIIX J0MOB. J[0i1 Hayas1 B3[VISA0M UCKAaTh BOPOTa
WIN KaJHUTKY, UM XOTsI ObI KaKOM-HUOYIb qpyroi crnocod momacts BHYTpb. M, HakoHew, yBue:n!
CrpaBa, HeBIaJIeKe, BUIHEIIOCH CTPOSHUE, KOTOPOE MOIJIO OBITh TOJBKO BOPOTHOM apkoi. J{oiin
3a0paJj mapHsM, OEryIuM BIIEpEau:

— IIpasee! Tam BoporTa!

[locnennue maru oHU NpeooaeBAIN U3 MOCIEHUX cuil. OHU BBIUTPAIU BPEMsI, HO BOPOTa
OKa3anauch 3anepThiMu. Jlois1 oTycTri I'pera u 3aopaj 4Tto €CTh MOYU:

— Brycture nac! Otkpoiite Bopora!

Ho nukro He oTo3Bancs Ha ux 30B. ben n Tom mpurotoBminch kK 000poHE, BCTaB K BOPOTaAM
CIMHOU. I'per Toxke MOoAHACS, CHAB C PYKH LIUT U JepKa KUHKaJl HAau3rOTOBKY.

— Mpi1 3necs! Otkpoiite! Bnycture! — He yaumarcs Jloin, 1005 1o BOpoTam KyJaKOM.

OHn o0epHyIICS — MEPTBBIE CTAHOBIIIUCH BCE Onrmke 1 Oivke. [0 B3DISIHYIT Ha CTEHY TIhITa-
sICb HAWTU MyTh BHYTPb, MUHYS BOpPOTa. B BBICOTY C /1Ba yenoBeYeCKUX pocTa, a OpéBHA OCTAB-
JIEHbI BEPTUKAJIBHO U 3aTOYEHBI 110 BepXy. [lepesn cTeHoil Hemupokuii poB ¢ MaJIEeHbKUM 3€MIISTHBIM
BaJIOM CHapy>ku. JIHO yTBHIKaHO KOJIbSIMH, HAIllpaBJIIEHHBIMU B pa3Hble CTOPOHBI. Koe-rie Ha Kombs
ObLITM HacaXeHbI AEPrarolruecs: MEpTBIKH, OeCCHIIbHBIE BBIOpAThCs M3 ATOW JoByHIKU. Criyka
B JIETHOHE OHU C JIETKOCTHIO MPEOJI0JIEBAIM TAKUE YKPEIUIEHUsI, HO ceiiuac, He UMesl HU OCaIHbIX
MaIllMH, HU [TPOCTO JIECTHHUII NTperpajaa Obuia Herpeoaonuma. J{oii NoHsII, 4To CIyCTs Ba JeCATKa
JTHEH, CMEPTH BBIMIPAIA 3Ty TOHKY.

— Bbl k10 Takue? Bol yero crona nmpunuin? — pa3naics BOPUWIMBBIM roj0C CBEPXY.

29



B. H. ManbiweB. «TeHb CnpaBegnmBoCTU. TEHWN YHUUTOXEHHbIX nMnepui. Knura 1»

Jlo¥in B3ApOTHYA OT HEOXHUAAHHOCTH U 3azapai ronoy. CBepXy, lepika €ro Ha IMpULEIe,
Ha HEro B3UpaJ MY>KHK CPEIHUX JIET, B KOyKaHOU OechopMeHHOI manke.

— MsI niiem cnacenusi! Mel conpars!!

— He 3Hato 51 HUKakux conjar! — orpei3Hysics 1y4HUK. — [IpoBanuBaiire!

— C namu panenslil! EMy Hy»Ha nomouis!

— Bapuu, cMoTpu, CKOIBKO OHM 3a COOOM TyJsK pHBeH! — pa3maics rojioc cripasa. Jlonn
HOBEPHYJ FOJIOBY U YBUAEI €I1I€ Napy JIyYHUKOB, CTOSIIUX 10 Ty CTOPOHY OT BOPOT.

— Jla Bunen ! OHu Bech Jiec uzberanu, cooupas ux! M npusenn npsiMo K HaluMm BopoTam!

— Mpu1 cmacanucs! Y oguH Hatn apyr octaics B 3ToM Jiecy! — mapuposai Joits, ockopOnéH-
HBIN 3TUM 3asiBineHreM. C3aau pa3naincs yaBKarouui 3ByK, Jloin o0epHysCs U yBUIET MEPTBIKa
C pa3pyOJIEHHOM TOJIOBOH, Jiexkalero y Hor Toma.

— bapuu! Moxer, Biyctum ux! Bunuiib, oHU ryssik pyosT!

— 3Hato s ux! Mbl Ux BIycTHM, a OHU BopoTa oTkporoT! KonnyHsl, npokisateie TBapu! Uto
UM CTOUT MapOYKy CBOUX YJIOKUTH!

— HNa momén 11! [Tomonok! Ckaxxu xots Ob1 TA€ TyT JIecHast 3acTaBa! — B3peBen B30CIIEHHBII
Join.

— Her Tyt Hukakoii 3actasbl! Katutecs oTKya nNpuiy, a To s caMm Bac ykokoury. Tak crpe-
JaM{ HAIIUTYIO, YTO HU OMH TYyJsKa He go0epércs!

— Yomonok, — npouumnen J{oii, OTBepHYIICS U BbIHYI MeY.

[Toka oH BEN meperoBopsl, 3a €ro CIIMHON BHOBb pa3BepHysach OutBa. CrpaBa U clieBa MX
IPUKPBIBAJI POB, C3a71 — CTEHA, TaK YTO yAEPKHUBATh UM CJIEI0BAJIO TOJBKO OJHY CTOpPOHY. Tom
u ben caepxuBany NoTok, crapasich OUTh TOUHBIMU yIapaMH B TOJIOBY, @ €CJIM YTO-TO LIUIO HE TaK,
Ha MOMOILb IPpUX0oAUI ['per, BoH3as CBOM KMHKaJ 0 PYKOSATh B TOJIOBY Bpary. [{oiin 3aHsm1 MecTo
mexy TomoMm 1 beHOM M HECKOJIBKO pa3 yAapuil MEYOM I10 IIUTY, pUBJIEKas K ce0e KaK MOXKHO
Oosbiie MEPTBBIX. [IepBOro OH BCTPETHI MPSMBIM yAapOM B IOJIOBY, BTOPOIO OTTOJIKHYJI IIUTOM
U €ro 4eper MPOTKHYJIO OCTpUE KOMbs. TpeTuil U 4eTBEPTHIN CIIEIIM OT pa3MalIUCThIX YIapoB.
[IsToro oH moiiman, KOrga TOT MBITAJICS NPOKpACcThCs K Tomy. JIOWIT ¢ HEHABUCTBIO CBEPHYJI EMY
IICI0 ¥ THYJI B CIIMHY, OTIPABIISASA €r0 B TOJITy MepTBeloB. OH C pa3Maxy Bpe3ascs IIUTOM B €Ilé
OJIHOTO, HO HE yCTOsIJI HA HOTax M OHHM OJHOBPEMEHHO yNaJM Ha 3eMIt0. [ o0Ba, numénHas tena,
OTBaJMJIaCh M yKaTwiach B poB. lIAThIA, mecTor, cenbMOl — OH MOOYEPENHO CHEC MM TOJIOBHI,
opynys MeuoMm. JloiJ1 crienal mar HaBeTpeuy MEPTBOM Tosne. BOCbMOM JTUIIUIICS PYKH, JEBITHII
Makywku. [lecaroro Jloin ynapun aeBoi pykoi, kpaem muta. JIoOHbIE KOCTH € XPYCTOM BOLLIN
BIUIyOb yepena. «/lecats — kpymioe uuciao»», — 3ametun Jloin. OnuHHaanaroMy ot O0aHalIbHO
oTcék rosnoBy. «CHoBa Tbl! — 3akunen [{oin oT HErogoBaHUs, BUIS, KaK K HEMY MPHUOIMKaeTcs
OJHOpYKH1 MepTBell. — BocbMol, xuBydast cBosous!» Ha 3T0T pa3 oH HaHEC ynap cBepXy BHU3,
paspy0asi rojoBy momnojam. B ciemyromnuii MOMEHT OH YBHUJEI, UTO CJIEBAa K HEMY MPUOIMIKAIOTCS
cpady Tpu BoccTaBUIMX. OH METHYJCS K HUM HaBCTpe4dy M HaHEC pa3MaIIUCTBIA yaap LIUTOM.
MepTBelbl pa3ieTeNnuch, a KpaiHUN CBAIMIICS B POB, IPOH3UB I'OJIOBY TOPYAIIUM KOJIOM.

I'per Bunen arot ynap. «Kyza sxe Tbl Honépcsi, 4y4esno!» — BOCKJIMKHYJI OH PO ce0sl, KOBBLIAS
Ha IOMOIIIb K Ipyry. Meptsen o6omén [loitna c3aau u Buenuics eMmy B mpasoe miedo. J{oin pe3ko
NEPHYJICS BIIEPEN U KOJIbUYTa HE Xy’Ke KJIEIIeH Majiaya BbIpBajia ¢ JECATOK THUJIBIX 3y0oB. B cieny-
IOLIYI0 CEKyHAY [0 HaHEC eMy COKpPYIIMTENBHBIN yaap JIOKTEM B roJIOBY. «PyxHyn 3amepTBO», —
3ameTun [ per, mepectymnas Teno ¢ pa3outoit romoBoit. On ocmotpencsa. CripaBa Tom paszMaxuBas
MEUYOM U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY YAEP)KHUBAJI CBOIO MO3HIIMIO, XOTS OH pyOmi OoJbIle pyK W HOT,
yeMm ronoB. «Hano 6b110 1ate eMmy cBoit mut!» — no3aHo cnoxsatuiics I'per. CneBa ben meanenHo
OTCTYIaJl, HAHOCS TOUHBIE yAaphl KONIbEM B rojioBy Bpary. PoB yxke ObL1 3amoyiHeH ¢ 00euX CTOPOH
YBSI3IIUMH B HEM BOCCTaBIIMMHU. ['per 3aMeTui HaJBUTalOIIEToCsl Ha HETO MEPTBELA, OH BbDKAAI
MOMEHT W BCAJWJI KHHXAJl B €ro JI00, KaK U npensiaymemy. KimmHok 3actpsut, ['per Ha MrHOBeHHE
1oTepsul OAUTEIBLHOCTD U OJIYYMII TOIYOK B TIe40. Tepsisi paBHOBECHE OH ONPOKHUHYJICS HA CIIUHY
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Y YBHJIEN, YTO MEPTBELL, CIIOTKHYBILINKCS U CBAJIMBILEHCS HA HETO, YK€ BCTaJl HAa HOTW. [ per nonsi-
TaJjCsl BCKOYUTh, HO OCTpasi 00JIb MPOH3UIA €ro TeI0. «ITO KOHELD), — MOHSI OH U B 3TOT K€ MUT
KOHUYMK Meya Toma pacc€k ronoy BoccTaBiero. ['per 061ery€HHO BBIJOXHYII, HO B Ty K€ CEKyHIY
Ha €ro IIee COMKHYJIMCh XOJOIHbIE NabIlbl. Ipyroit MEPTBEIM 000MIEN ero COOKY U Haraj, HaXo-
JISICh BHE I10JIS1 3pEHHUs. | per MOMHIT KMHXKal U TKHYJ He M. KinMHOoK Hammén cBoro 1eib, yBs3as
B XOJIOJHOW IJIOTH, HO MEpTBEL He 0cialdui xBarku. ['per momelTanics pa3BepHYThCS U YBUIEIL,
YTO y MEpPTBELA HE XBAaTaeT KUCTU BTOPOM pyku. « Tom, pacTsanay, — BeIpyrajucs I per u nmonsliraics
YXBaTUTh KWHKAJI JIEBOH pyKoil. IT0 Obla mioxas uaes. Peskas 601p mpoH3uia ero Telo, B Iia-
3aX IOTEMHENO0, U MUMOJIETHOM €1a00CTH XBaTHIIO, YTOOBI MEPTBELl HE TOOPE3roBall €l BOCIONb-
30BaThbesl. OH NOTAHYJCH K 11ee ['pera BTopoil pykoil 1 0CTpbIii OCKOJIOK KOCTH BOIIEN B €T0 HE3a-
HIAMIEHHOE TOPIIO.

—I'per!!! — pés Jloiina 3armymmi Bce 3ByKH BOKpyT. MeptBen HaBucan Hax ['perom, miénkas
3y0aMu, a y TOTO M30 pTa BhIpbIBAIKUCH O€33ByUHbIE Cil0Ba. BoccraBmmii népuyics, I'per Bbiuo-
HYJ KpoBbIO. JIOW OTBEpHYJICS W BOTHAJI CBOM Med B TOJIOBY Omimkaiiiemy Bpary. Tot 3acTpsit
B THWIOW YepemyllKe M APYyroro IpOTMBHHMKA OH orpen muroM. Emé xuBon I'per memieHHO
JIMIIAJICS. CBOETO JIMIA, MPONAJaloIero B YpeBe MOHCTpa. Join HarHyscs, BeITAIMII U3 carora
HOX U C pa3BOpOTa METHYJI €r0 B 11e1b. OCTpeNINil KIMHOK BOILIEN B TOJIOBY MEPTBELIA KaK B KOUaH
KaIyCThl U, CJIOBHO HE BCTPETUB CONPOTUBIIEHUS, CTYKHYJICS PyKOSITKOM 00 rHIII0# 100. MepTBen
pyxHyn psigoM ¢ ['perom: yOuiina u ero sxeptsa. J[0i1 3aCTbU1 OITyCTUB PYKH U IS5 HA TEJIO ApYTa.
On nonumai, yto I'per yxe Mépts. TBaph ycnena coxpars 4yTh JIM HE OJIOBUHY €ro Jinia. B uyB-
CTBO €T0 MPHUBEJI CTPAHHBIN CBUCT U MEJIbKAaHHUE TO CJIEBa, TO cipasa. OH MOIHSI IJ1a3a U yBUAEI
C JIECSTOK JIyUHUKOB CTPEJISIOLINX B UX CTOPOHY. J1oils1 00epHYyIcs, cMOTpsl, KaK MEPTBELbI [1aJal0T
He J10X04 A0 Hero. 13 ux ronos Topuanu crpensl. OT co3epuaHusi 3TOW KapTUHBI €r0 OTBIEK MIPO-
TSDKHBIN cKputl. Jloiin cHoBa 00epHYJICS U yBUEN, KaK OTKPBIBatOTCs BopoTa. HaBcTpeuy um BbiOe-
JKaJIM IIECTh MY’KHKOB C KOIIbSIMH HAIIEPEBEC U CTAIM OTTOHATHh MEPTBBIX, IPOPBABLINXCSA CKBO3b
obctpen. Ero cxBarun nog pyky ben, Tom Hamién ero Mey u y>xe 4epe3 MrHOBEHbE OHU OKa3aJuCh
BHYTPH JIEpEBYLIKU. BOpOTa 3aKpBIIUCH C TAKUM K€ IIPOTSKHBIM CTOHOM.
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5. XKkuBble u mepTBbIE

— bapnu, océn, Tl yero TBopulb! — NPOHECS THEBHBIN KpUK MUMO yiuen Jloina. — Tel ux
BcexX uyTh He yOoun! Tel pa3Be HE BUAMILB, UTO ITO KHUBbIEC?

Jloiin oOpaTui BHUMaHUE Ha MOCIIEAHEE MPO3BYyUaBliiee cI0BO. « KuBbIe, — MOBTOPHII OH IIPO
ce0s. — Onu xuBbl. U I'per 6b11 ObI ceiiuac KuBy.

— A 4t0 4 TO, B caMoM jnene? — onpasabiBajicss bapau. — OHu npuBeNId K BOPOTaM LIETYIO
opaBy ryisik! A BAPYT OHU KOJIAYHBI 1 HOYBbIO OTKPOIOT BOpoTa cBouM? S uX U ceifuac BHIKUHYI Obl
yepes 3abop!

Tpén sToro uenoseka BeiBen Joitna u3 ceds. Ero it u nuiem, nogaumas o0navka MbLIH,
yrhalyd Ha UCTONTaHHYIO 3eMIII0 U OH Pa3BEpHYBIIUCH K OOMIYMKY B J[Ba IIara okaszajcs nepen
HUM. bapHu 3aMeTu1 ONacHOCTh U MOMNBITANICS YBEPHYTHCS OT JIETSIIETO B €r0 YEIIOCTh KyJaKa.
[TorépTas koxxaHas 1ManovKa yrmana B [blib, a BMECTe ¢ Hell 1 mapa 3y0oB HeoTEnbI. Jloii cxBaTu
3a MIMBOPOT JYYHHKA U MPHKAJl €ro CIIMHOM K 00paTHOW CTOPOHE CTEHBI.

— Cnymait Mens, bapau, — npopsiuan Jloiis1, — Thl CEroiHs CTal NPUYUHONM CMEPTU OHOTO
OYEHb XOPOLIETO YeJIOBEKa. DTOT UEJIOBEK BEPOM U MPABIOi CITY K UMIIEPUH, 3aIIUIIAN CIa0bIX
Y HEBUHHBIX JECAThH JIET, HE 3 AyMBIBAsICh IPUKPHIBAT CBOUM IIIUTOM CIIMHBI TAKHM, KaK ThI U ObLI
MOWM JTy4IIUM ApyToM. S xody ceiiuac pa3opBath TeOs Ha KyCOYKU U CKOPMUTH UX T€M, OT KOTO MbI
0eKUM yKe TpU HeeTH, — TSkENbIi B3nisan Jloitna npukoBan bapHu Kk cTeHe Tydliie JTI0ObIX OKOB.
Jloiin BbDKIAM C MUHYTY M PE3KO OTIYCTHII XBaTKy. — Jlydie Tebe nepikaThecsi OT HAC MOAANbIIIe,
MOKa MbI HE YHAEM.

[TorepsiBunit nap peun bapuu ocen Ha nsATyr0 TOUKy. JlOW 3amaran K OCTaBUIMMCSI BBKHB-
M. [1o myTr oH OpOCHIT CTOSIIIMM Yy BOPOT CEJISTHAM:

— MBI He 3a7epKUMCs HaJI0JITO B 3TOM MPOKIATOM Mecte. JlailTe HaMm BOABI U MBI TOT 4ac
yHaEM.

— He cTouT Tak ToponuThCs, yBaXKaeMbli, — YCIIbIIIAI OH MIATKUIA T0OpOXKeTaTeNbHbIH rojoc.

Jloiin y3Haus ero — ToT ke, 4to u oopamancs k bapau. Tonbko nHTOHAIMS M3MeHMnIachk. OH
OCTaHOBWJICSI U TOCMOTpEIT HalleBO. [lepen HUM CTOSA BBICOKUMN MYXYHMHA CPEAHUX JIET, Xy1OIla-
BbIH C JNIMHHBIMU KyJIPSIBBIMU BOJIOCAMH.

— A TbI eI KTO TaKOii, — MPOLIUIIEIN OH CO 3710001 HE3HAKOMILY.

— 51 — T'onop, ceix Ilonuka, ctapocra Jlecnoro Omora.

— Kakoe MHe €70 10 TOro, KTo ThI? — MOXKET, OH U HE XOTell TPpyOUTh, HO YKe HEe MOT cels
CHEPKUBATD.

— Omubaennnces, yBaxxaemblit. [Iporry, mpoiiném co MHOM, TOBEpb MHE, — BECh €0 BUJ U3ITY-
yas 100poKeIaTeaIbHOCTb.

— Br1 ocTaBuiu Hac 6€3 €qUHOTO MIaHCA HAa CIIACEHHE U MPOCTO CMOTPEIH CO CTEHBI, KaK MbI
HEeIuIieMcs 3a MOCIEIHIO HAICKAY, IBITAasACh BBIKUTH. U MMOCIe 3TOro MbI IOJKHBI Te0e BEpUTH
T'onop, cwin [onuka?! — J{oitn He mOBepsis cTapocTe, YK OOTBHO TOT OBLIT CIIOKOEH.

—Yro0 %, BB UMEETE MPABO 3JIUTHCA U MHE OYEHb JKaJlb, YTO BCE TaK BBILLIO, — [OHOP omycTrn
B3IJISI/1 M IOKA4aJl TOJIOBOM M3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY. — 3a MOCJEIHUN TO/l MBI IEPEKHUIIA MHOKECTBO
noTeph U MOBEPHTE, Balia 00b MHE 3HaKOMa. BecTh 0 Bac Jomiia 10 MEHS HE Cpas3y M Koraa s
NOJOMIEN CIOJIa, BAILIETO ApPYTa... €ro YK€ He BO3MOXKHO ObUIo cracTH. [IpocTuTe MeHs 3a Takyro
HEPaCTOPOMHOCTh, — [OHOp ObLT HCKpeHeH, u JIo 3To 4yBCTBOBAI.

—Yro BaM OT HacC HYKHO?

— 4 xouy 3ammanuTh cBoro BHUHY. [Ipomry, noiinémre co MHoi, — ['OHOp OTBEN OOHY pyKy
B CTOPOHY, TOKa3bIBasi CBOIO JOOPOXKENATENHHOCTh U OTHOBPEMEHHO yKa3bIBasi HAIpaBiIeHHE, Ky
CJI€/I0BAJIO UJITH.
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Jlo¥in BIOXKWII B HOXKHBI TIOAHSTHIN € 36MJIM M€Y, IIOTIPaBUII Ha TOJIOBE LIUIEM M NEPEKUHYI
Ha cnuHy WUT. OKa3arbes 0€30pYKHBIM IIOCPEIN 3TOW CTPAHHOW JIEPEBHU €My COBCEM HE XOTe-
nocb. OH mén cnesa ot [oHOpa, 0TcTaBas Ha MOJIIAra ¥ He CIycKasl IJ1a3 Co CTapoCThl. A cTapocTa
TEM BPEMEHEM HE YMOJIKAJL:

— Br1 nepBeie, KTO BBIIE K HAM U3 JIECY C BOCTOYHOM CTOPOHBI IepeBHU. TOUHEE HE TEPBbHIE —
napy pas Mbl BUJEJIN KOJAYHOB. DTO OHM HAcJalMu HAlacTh Ha Haul jec. OHU MOIHSAIN MEPTBBIX.
Jlec Ha BOCTOKE MPOCTO KUIIUT UMHU. S HE qyMai, 4yTo TaM MOXKHO BeKUTH! Kak, kcratu, Bam 310
yIaI0Ch?

— IloBe3sino, — kopoTko oTBeTHI J{oMI.

— Yo x, 6e3 Be3eHus, IeUCTBUTEIBHO, 3TO OBUIO OB HEBO3MOXXHO! 371€Ch, BOKPYT JACPEBHU
UX HAMHOTO MeHblIe!

Joiin u ['onop npoOupanucek Bcé OMImKe K FKHOMY Kparo JICPEBHU, KOTJIa €ro B3TIIS yIall
Ha KaMEHHOE 3/JaHH€, BO3HUKILIEE NPSAMO epe] HUMHU.

— Br1 uckanu «JlecHyto 3actaBy», — MPOM3HEC CTAPOCTA, IPOCIEANB 3a UX B3MISAAMHU, — BbI
HE CUJIbHO OIIHUOJINCE.

«Jlecnas 3acraBa, — npounTan Jloia BIOWTYIO B KaMHE HAJIMCh HaJ BXOIOM B 3/1aHUE.
BykBBI TO4TH UCTEPNIUCH, HO emE ObUTH BUAHBL. — Tak BOT, 4TO 3TO Takoe!» A OBLJIO 3TO HE YTO
uHOeE, Kak no3opHas OamHs Crapoit Umnepun, Mmnepun Korena. Ot e€ Benuuus octanoch JBa
3TaXka, XOTA B ObLJIble BpEMEHA OHA BO3BBILIANACH HAJ IEPEBbIMHU.

— BBl He cHITBHO OMIMONIKCH, YBaXKaeMbIid, Uilia JIeCHy0 3acTaBy, — MOBTOPHIICS CTApPOCTa. —
Hama nepesns HasbiBaercs JlecHoi OMUIOT B 4ECTh TOTO, YTO JIFOU CIUIOTUIIMCH BOKPYT APEBHEN
OamHu. baming B utore pyxHysna, a JIIOAU OCTaIKCh.

Joiin mocmoTpen 1Mo CTOpoHaM M yBHUEN BOKPYT ceOsi oMa Ha KaMEHHBIX OCHOBAHUSX.
B OonpuIMHCTBE IBYX3TaKHbIE, HO ObUIM U MIPOCTHIE, B O/1MH ATaX. Ky/ia HU IIIIHb XOAWIIH JIIOAH,
TapalMBUIMECS HAa HUX BO BCE MIa3a. [ OHOp, BUIS 3aMHTEPECOBAHHOCTH J[0i1a, MPOaOIIKIIIL:

— K coxanenuio B okpyre Oosbliie HEeT Jatofiel. bputn emé korna KoaayHsl o CBOeH apMueit
Ty Ha cesep. [loinémre oOparHo, — oOparuics oH k Joitmy. — FOxHee ObuH 1BE JepEBEHBKH —
Ozépnas u bonpmioit Knbik. Tak BOT, korga KojiayHbl BEpHYIHCh, MEPTBbIE Hayald BCTABATh
u3 Mormia. Mbl Koe-kak OMJIMCh C HMMHM, HO BCKOpE CIy4MJIOCh HemomnpaBumoe. B onHy HOub
He ctano O3epHoil. OHU NPUIIK OTPOMHOM TOJNNON M yOUBAIU BCEX, KTO MOMAaJaics Ha UX MyTH.
JIuip ropcTke NI yaanock BBIKUTE: OHU HE OPOCHUIINCH B JIEC, MIlA CIIACEHUs, a MPBITHYIN
B JIOZIKY U OTYaIuiIu ot O0epera. Onu npuruiblain B bonbiroit Kiblk v moBejainyu MECTHBIM O CITyUUB-
nieMmcs. MecTHble UM HE MOBEPUIIN U PEIINIIN UX HaKa3aTh 3a BpaHbE, 3akuaB kaMHaMu. Ho B 3ToT
MOMEHT IPUIUIH MEpBble Tyasku. KIbIKOBIBI YBUAEB UX pa3fe]WiINCh HAa JBE IPYMIbL: T, KTO
pelua YWTH U Te, KTO OCTaJUCh 3alIUILIATh JAepeBHIO. Te, KTO pelnian yHTH, B UTOT€ IMPUILLIH
K HaM U Mbl IPUHSUIM UX — COPOK BOCEMb ueioBeK. BoT oHM Bee, — ['0OHOp yka3an Ha LIEHTPaJIbHYIO
TIOIIAb, TyAA, I ObUT pa30uUT LEIbIi MaJaTOYHbIN TOPOJOK. — Beuepom npunum eni€ 1soe, OHU
U paccKaszally, 4TO CIy4HuJIoch. [IepByto Toy T'yJasK OHU JIETKO OTOMIIM U YK€ PEIINIIN OTIpa3/-
HOBaTh MOOETy, KaK SIBIJIUCH OCTalbHbIE. [locieHne BEDKUBIIE B OTYASHBE MOJOXKIIIN JIEPEBHIO
Y BUJIETH, KaK MEPTBELbl TAHYT CBOU PYKHU K OTHIO, — [OHOp mepeBEn AbIXxaHue, — YBaKaeMbli,
IIPOIIY, IPOMAEMTE B MOU JIOM.

Hoiin nmomeén 3a crapoctoit, ben u Tom aBunynuck cienom. Jlom ['oHopa ObUT B OJTMH 3TaX,
MaJIeHbKUH, HAKPEHUBIIUICS HAOOK C COJOMEHHOM KpbIieil. BHyTpu oH BeImsiaen emé OenHee,
YeM JKUIMILE BEIbMBI.

— IIpomy, caguTech, — OH yKa3as pyKoi B CTOPOHY cToja. — Bbl HaBepHOE, IPOroJ0Januch?
Y MeHs TOJIBKO. ..

— Crnacu00, X0351H, JJaif HaM JTy4Iie MONHTh, — epedun ero Jow.

— Jla, KOHEe4HO, Kak ke s1 Mor 3a0biTh! — [OHOp 4yTh i He OEromM KHUHYJICS C KOBLIOM
K O04OHKY C Bozoii. — Bot, nepxkure.
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Jlo¥in mpuHsI KOBII M3 €ro pyK W mpoTsHyn ero beny, 3arem Tomy. Cam OH OTXJeOHYI
HOCJICHUM.

— Cnacu60 Tebe, xo3s5uH. Thl IPOCTH, HO HAM CIIEYET UITH JaJbIIIe.

— Yro BbI, 4TO BbI! — BCIJIECHYJI pyKaMH CcTapocTa. — 3a CTEHOM ceidac ToJMa ryiskK, a Bbl
MU3HEMO)KEHHBI, BB M TSITH MUHYT HE NMPOTSHHUTE. Yepes mapy IHel oHu pa3OpemyTes 1Mo Kpyram
Y BBl CMOXETE CITOKOMHO MPOUTH.

— Kyna onu pazopenyrcs? — yauBuics Joit.

— Ilo KonAOBCKMM KpyraM, WIH HOPOCTO KpyraM. A Bbl 4TO, HU pa3dy HE HAaTKHYJIUCh
Ha Takoi? — cripocut ero ['oHop.

— He Buianu Mbl HUKaKUX KPyTOB.

— Hano xe, ynuBurensHo! IIponuiu nonoBuHy jgeca U He HaTKHYJIUCh HU Ha OJuH KpyT! Bot
3TO Ja.

— Te1 HaM ny4IIe CKaXXH, YTO 3TO 3a KPyIr'u Takue?

— MBbI fymaeM uX OCTaBUJIM KOJIAYHBI, KOTJia BO3BpAILlaIiCh. JTO TAKUE ITHU Pa3pUCOBaHHbIE
KaKMMHU-TO pyHaMu. Jla emié TpsinbEM OHU 3aBelaHbl. JlepeBbsi BOKPYT HUX 3aBaJI€Hbl U U3 UX CTBO-
JIOB BBUIOKEH KPYT. A MEHb CTOUT PaBHO MO LEHTPY Kpyra. Emié Tam kakue-To NpyTHKH JKeJIe3Hble
IIOHATBIKAHBI.

— A Ha miHe, HeOOCh, YepeT JICKUT, — BCTaBUIJI CBOE cioBO beH.

— Her-HeT-HeT, TaM U He axHET cMepThio. U rynskaM BHyTpb Kpyra xoja Het!

— OTKyzaa Takue mo3HaHus, crapocra? — nouHTepeconaics o, — Tel cam ux Buaen? A 4to
Maru4eckue OHU MOoYEM 3HACIIIb?

— Tak MBI BOKpYT JIEpEBHHM JBa TaKUX Hauuii! MeHs npuBenIu OCMOTPETh UX, KaK rPaMoT-
HOTO. A 5l ¥ peIIvIL: pa3 KUJIM MbI 0€3 HUX CTOJIBKO JIET, TO U Jaibliine 06e3 Hux npokuBéM. CpyOnm
MBI IEHBKHU T€, a COXKIVIM HAa MecTe. BOT TOJIBKO KOTja KO BTOPOMY MOIOILIH, TYJISIKM HAC U OKPY-
XKWwid. Mbl B Kpyr 3a0paiuch, CHUHON K CIIMHE BCTAJIM, & OHU MOJOMTHU HE MOTYT, uepe3 OpeBHO
NePECTYNUTh He B cuilax. MBI HX MPSIMO U3 KPyra-To MoyOuBaiy Bcex. A Kak YHHYTOXHUIIA MBI UX,
IIHU 3TH, NIEpeCTAIM YMepIlne BCTaBaTh. JJOHbKa, TypauyoK HAIIEHCKUHM, KaK-TO MOIIEN B JeC Ja
He BepHyJcs. Uepes 1Be HENENM HAIUIM MBI €70 CO CBEPHYTOM IIEECH. YIaa OH, J1a TaK U JIeKall
JI0 HaIIero Mpuxoja.

— Cnacu6o0, Tebe, X03sIMH, 32 CBOH pacckas. BriepBbie Takoe CIIBIITNM.

— Ilocnymaii, yBa)KaeMbli. ..

— Memns 30ByT [oitn. 1o ben u Tom. Moit apyr, I'per, ocrancs 3a 3a60pom.

— O I'pere mbl mozabotumMces. Hamm nyqHuku OyayT CTpENsATh B KaXJI0T0, KTO K HEMY IpH-
6mu3uTes. Kak ToabKo cMOXeM, MbI TOXOPOHUM €ro Ha ProsieToBoi ropke.

— Tawm, B necy, ¢ Hamu ObUT eni€ oauH mapeHb. OH MOrud HelTaneko OT Bamel aepeBHu. Ero
3Baiu [IoTT.

— Msl noumem Ilorra. Ckopo cTeMHEET, a BaM CTOUT HaWTU MECTO AJisg Howiera. S mory
IIOCOBETOBAaTh OCTaHOBUTHCS B JlecHOM 3actaBe. MecTHble Bac He MOOecHOKOSIT. OHU 00XOIAT
OalllHIO CTOPOHOM, MOJIBSIT, TaM AyX >KUBET. Jla BbI He OoliTech — Oaliku BCE 3TO.

— MBI BUEIM KOT0O-TO OCTPAILIHEE MPU3PaKOB. 110MaET.

— 3a MOMM JIOMOM BbI HaiiI€Te HEMHOIO XBOPOCTA I KOCTpA.

— Xoporuo. Cnacu6o, ['oHop.

— YBuaumcs 3aBtpa, oiin.

Joiin kuBHY U BhIIen U3 qoma. OH cka3an napHsM HaOpaTh BETOK, a caM 1oJie3 B OAIlIHIO.
Bxon G111 Ha BTOpOM ATa)ke, K KOTOpOMY Obljla MIPUCTaBJIEHA cTapas Xpynkas Jecenka. [Toka J{oin
KapaOKaJics o Hel, OHa OMTACHO MOCKPHUIIBIBANIA IO €r0 BecoM. OKa3aBIINCh HABEPXY OH 3aMETHIL,
YTO CTEHBI U MEPEKPHITUS 31aHUs ObUTH 11eTTbl. JI0HI mogHsICs Ha cineayonwii 3Tax. OT TpeThero
9Ta)ka OCTAJICS OJIUH IO, 1a ¥ TOT OBLT IIOKPBHIT IYCTHIM KOBPOM M3 MXa. Jl0iI B3IVISIHYI Ha 3ama,
Ty#a, r1e 3axoauio coynie. OHO OKpalMBalio TEMHEIoKE Hebeca B myprypHble ToHa. OH niepe-
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BEJ B3IVISL/L HA CEBEP, I CTEHA COCEH orpaHuumia ero B3op. Ho oH 3amerui, 4to 3a BHEIIHEH
CTEHOM JIepeBHU CTpouTcs emé ofaHa. JlepeBHs pacmupsiach, He BMeas B ce0si BHOBb MPHOBIB-
mux. [lorom oH mocMoTpen Ha BOCTOK, Tyla, OTKyJla OHU IpULIUIH. [{epeBbs, JepeBbs, CHOBA Jepe-
Bbsl U OOJIbIIIe HUUETO. [ 71e TO TaM, cpeau Jieca, jJexar octanku [loTTa, KOTOpHIid, ciaBa boram,
HUKOIJIa HE MOJHHUMETCS U He 3axo4yeT HUKoro youts. HOr mpusnék ero cunbHee Bcero. O3epo,
urpast yxoIsuuMu Jy4yaMH COJIHLA, HAXOANUJIOCh YyTh JIM HE HA TPAaHU BUJUMOCTU. A BOKPYT HETO
paccTuiiaics KOBEp U3 IEPEBbEB, N3/jalIeKa BRIMIAIEBIINX CJIOBHO 3€JIEH0-3010TO€ Mope. JlepeBHs
BO3BBIIIIAJIACh HAJl BCEM 3TUM BEJIMKOJIENUEM OTKPbIBas B30py pekpacHblil BuA. [psamo mox nepe-
BEHCKMMHU CTEHAMHM IpoOeran pyueék, CBOUM KypUaHUEM JONOIHSABLIMM OOMaHYMBYIO TUIIMHY
U CIIOKOMCTBUE 3TUX MecT. Ho Koe-4To 0COOEHHO MPUBJIEKIO €r0 BHUMAHUE: OTPOMHBIN CTapblii
Ty0 BO3BBIIIAJICSI HA CaMOM Kpalo JAEPEBHH, BIJIOTHYIO NMMPUMBIKast K cTeHe. «Bc€ 3To Bpemst Tedst
OT Hac CKpbIBaJia OallliHs, JECHOW BETUKaH», — YIBIOHYJICS CBOUM MBICIAM JIOWI M TYT XK€ yCblIal
3a CIIMHOM LIOPOX, 3aCTABUBIINNA €r0 00EpHYTHCS.

— A s 1 He BUJe, 4To 3/1eCh pacTéT Ay0, — yauBuics beH. — 3ToT moMeHslie Toro Oyaer.

— [Ha, nmomensmie, — comacwuicsa [oin. «KTo 3HaeT, KakMMH OTBapaMy MOJMBAJIA €r0
BeapMa?» — momymain oH. — A riae Tom?

— ITone3 B mogBai, — oTBeTHII bew.

«I’epoii oH u ecTb repoii», — petun Join u cnyctuics BHU3. [lopa G710 TOTOBUTHCS KO CHY.

B nepesne onu 3aaepxkanuck. Crnycts 4eTbIpe AHS JIIOAU BOKPYT YCIOKOMINCH, IPUBBIKHYB
K UX MPUCYTCTBUIO. Meun ObLIM HATOYEHbI, KOJIbUYTa MOYMILEHA, JABIPKU Ha OJIEXK/E 3ajlaTaHbl.
Onu GecuenbHO CIOHSUTHCH TI0 JIATepro, 3aje3aJId Ha CTeHY, CUuTalu 1oMa. J{oin HacuuTas Tpua-
[ath TPU JOMa, U3 HHUX JBAILATh /Ba ObUTH JBYXITaKHBIX, AECSITH OMHOATAXKHBIX U OIUH OOJIb-
IOM, JUIMHHBIA 10M, ¥ 3TO He cumuTas ux O6amHu. Korna To 1aBHO, B JIETMOHE, €r0 HAy4YMUJIU CUU-
TaTh. OOBIYHO BCEX YUMIIM A0 AECATH, HO J0iJ1 penit NoWTH fajblile APYTuX U Hayyuics A0 CTa.
Tam >ke OH MMo3HaN UCKYCCTBO UTEHUS. A BOT C IUCbMEHHOCTHIO Y HET'O HUYETO TaK U HE BBILLIO.
Urto HM roBOpH, a UMIIEpUS JIIOOUIIa XBaCTaTh CBOMMU COJIJIaTaMH.

Ha Bropoit nens k Hemy nopomén ['oHOp ¥ BpydriI HOXK, TOJAPEHHBIN BEIbMON. « MBI 3aK0-
A€M €ro BEUepoM, MOJIXON», — CKa3all CTapoCTa, Bpyyas eMy KIMHOK. M oH mpummén, KopoTko
IPOCTUIICS U Ipenai 3emiie ero cam. «Jlo BCTpeun, MOl cTapblii Apyr», — cKa3aj MpollajibHbIe
cioBa /[oiu1, 1 BOTKHYJI B 36MJIIO Y €TI0 I'OJIOBBI JUIMHHBIA KMHKAJI, KOTOPBIN ITpUHaAIekan I pery.
Joiin oTBepHYICS U 3amiarai nmpods. [pera Oosbiie He ObUTO, HO OH HABCEIJa OCTAHETCS B €r0
cepaie. 3a 3TH IHU OH Tapy pa3 3ameuan bapuu, HO TOT, enBa [oin monmagancs eMy Ha rjasa,
ycYe3all CIIOBHO Pa3BEsIHHBIA BETPOM JBIM OT KOCTpa. B KoH1e 4eTBEPTOrO AHS ero Hamen I'onop
Y TIOIIPOCUJI OKa3aTh yCIyTy:

— Jlo¥in, s 3Hat0, Bbl COOMPAETECh YXOIUTh, HO HE MOT JIM Thl KO€-4€MY Hay4UThb HAc? — ONpo-
cui ero cbiH Ionuka.

— Ecnu 310 B MOUX cujiax, TO MOTY.

—IloHumaenisb, B IeHb KOT/1a BBl IPUILLIH sl BUJET, KaK Thl Apajcs ¢ ryiaskamu. Hukro B Hamei
JepeBHE U OJIU3KO K TeOEe HE CTOMT B MacTepcTBE 00s. Mbl HETUIOXHE CTPENIKH, HO YTO €CJIM OHU
IPOPBYTCSl BHYTPh JAepeBHU? Y Hac 37ech OoJjiee MOIyTOopa COTEH 4enoBeK, Jloii, 1 UM HYXHO
3HATH cIa0bIe MECTa MEPTBEIIOB.

— To ects, THI X04eIb, 9TOOKI ST pa3zenai MEPTBOTO y HUX HA Iy1a3ax?

— 9710 OBLTO OBI BEPXOM, UTO 51 MOT'Y TIPOCHTb.

— Cobwupaii Bcex caMbIX YMeIbIX BOMHOB 3aBTpa B MOJIJICHb y BOPOT, [OHOP, a TO 51 yKe 3acu-
nencs 0e3 aena.

B naznaueHHoOe BpeMmst ero *xaajau BoceMb OOHII0B U [OHOp, a Ha cTeHe CTOosI0 OOoJIbIIIe JTyd-
HHUKOB, 4eM 00b14HO. J[0#s1 ocMOTpen pedsT — Bce pociiblie, IMUPOKOIUICYHE, MOJIOJIbIE.

— WTak, uyTo BBl 3HaeTe 0O HaileM Bpare? — cpocun Jloi.

— OHHU MepTBBI, HO XOJIAT, — CKa3aJI 37J0POBSK C KyCTUCTOH OOPOIOii.
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— X yKychI s110BUTBL, — 100aBUJI IPYTOM.

— OHM XOTAT HAaC COXKpPATh, — BCTABUJ TPETHH U B BO3yX€E [TOBUCIIA TUIINHA.

—Hy uro, Bcé€? He rycro. Jla, onu MepTBbI. [la, OHU HAC €1AT, HO YKYChI UX HE SJOBUTHI, XOTS
U onacHbl. BoccTaB OHUM MepecTaroT THUTh, MEPTBELIKUE S/1bl MOKUJIAIOT UX Teno. OHU HE MOTYT
3aJIe4lBaTh CBOM MOPE3bl M OHU HE 3aMeYaroT MOTepu KoHeyHocTed. OHM He JbIlIaT, HO U3/1al0T
cToHbl. Boga ux ycrnokausaet, a oronb MaHuT. Kak u Temio yenoeueckoro tena. OHU clemsl,
HO crbllIaT cTyk cepaua. OHU MeUINTENbHBl U HE YyBCTBUTENbHbIE 00M. Maru Ha3bIBalOT UX
30MOM, MBI k€ ToBOpUM MEpTBBIE. S mompocun ['oHOpa He OTCTpenuBaTh MPUOIMIKAIOLIUXCS
K JiepeBHE MepTBeLoB. U BOT Ha nozixone y Hac ecTh oauH. Hy-ka, yem Bbl BOOPYKEHBI?

— Jlyku, konbs, Tonopsl. EcTe napa Meuell. Mbl UX C IyJIsIK CHSUIH.

— Tomop nomoiinér. Jlait mue, — J{ois mpoTsHYI pyKy | B3suU1 y O0pojada opyKue.

10 ObLIa HE OOEBasi CEKUPA, a CaMbIii OOBIYHBIN TOTIOP, UACATHHO IMOIXOAMBILIU ISl PyOKH
aeca.

— OH yxe y BopoT! — pa3nancs rojaoc OAHOTO U3 JIyYHHKOB.

— ITopa, — Bergoxnyn Jloin u ero Opuraga ApyKHO pacKpbuia 00e CTBOPKH. MEPTBBIN CTOSIT
IpsIMO 332 HUMH M TYT e Opocmiics K Omrpkaiimemy 4enoBeKky. TOT BCKPHUKHYM M XOTeNl ObLIO
yAparb, HO J{o¥ia BMemIasicst U OTIpaBWII BOCCTABUIETO OOPaTHO 3a BOPOTa ynapoMm KojeHa. «Jla
OHM 0O0SITCS K HUM MPUOIMKaThCs, — oceHmto Jlona. — Huuero, Mbl 3TO mompaBum».

— Cmortpute Bce, Kak OH HernoBopoTiuB! — Jloiia BHOBb HaHEC yap MEpTBELlY, HO Ha 3TOT
pa3 HOTOM B Ipy/lb, — KAK OH MEIUIMTENICH, — ITOIHSABIINICS MEpTBELl KHHYJICA Ha J[oina, HO TOT
UIPAIOYU YBEPHYJCS OT €r0 aTaku, — KaK HEyKIOXK, — JJOMI MOAHBIPHYI IOJ BBITAHYTHIE PYyKH
HanaJaBUIEro, OKA3aJcs 3a €ro CIIMHOM M yIapuil KyJIaKoM 110 3aThLIKY.

MeptBell BHOBb 0Ka3aJiCsl HA 3eMJI€. 3PUTENIU C UHTEPECOM HAOIIOAaIN 3a IPOUCXOASILIUM.
Jlo¥in BcTasl Ha MepTBeLa 00EMMH HOI'aMHU U IIPOJIOJIKUIL:

— B onuHOYKY Takue 310poBble pedsiTa Kak Bbl MOXKETE 3a0UTh €ro pykamu. belite B rosioBy
C CaMOM IypHY M THUJION Yepern He BbIAepKUT. Ho y Bac ecTh opykue U cerdac s IOKaxy BaM To,
0 4éM pacCKa3blBaj B IEPEBHE, — C STUMU CJIIOBAMHM OH CIPBITHYJI C TEJIA U PA3BEPHYJICS K IPOTUB-
HUKY JIULIOM.

MeprBell MOTHSIICS U C IIUNIEHUEM Opocuiics Ha Hero. Joisr Bpes3an eMy KyJIakoM clieBa
B BHCOK, M TIOKa TOT BOCCTAHABJIMBAJ PABHOBECHE, TIEPEXBATHUII TOIIOP 00CUMHU pyKaMu M HaHEC
yaap cBepxy. OcTpoe je3BHe LIETUKOM OTCEKJIO PYKy HE OCTAaBHB JAake KyabTu. MepTBel momar-
HYJICS U KaK HU B 4€M He ObIBAJIO BHOBb KMHYJCS Ha Jloiina, TAHYCh YK€ OHOM pykoit. [loiin,
9TOOBI IOATOTOBUTHCS K CIEAYIONIEMY yaapy, C CUION Bpe3aj ToMy 00yXxoM 1o yenroct. Ha atot
pa3 MepTBel] ynaj NOTepsB eIy ropcTh 3y00B, a KOIrja OH BCTal, TO HMOIYYHI O4E€pPEIHOM pa3-
MaIuCThI yaap. Tomop OTCEK MpaByro pyKy U BOIIEN B TEJO, C XPyCTOM JioMasi pEopa.

— Kak Bugure, ynap B cepAlie €ro He OCTaHOBUT. S oTpyOus eMy 00€ pyKH, a OH 3TOr0 Jaxke
He 3aMeTwWI, — J{0i1 pe3Ko BBIACPHYII TOIIOP U MEPTBEL] BHOBB IOJIETEN HA 3EMIIIO.

IToka BoccTaBIIMiA B O4epeIHOM pa3 moaHuMaics, [Join nepexBaTuil TOMOP JEBOW PYKOM
Y JOCTAJI U3 Carora HoX.

— BBl MOKeTe BBIIOTPOLIUTH €r0, — CKa3aJl OH, ITOJIOCHYB IIPOTUBHUKY IO KUBOTY, — €CIIU
XOTUTE IOCMOTPETH, YTO OH €11, — TEMHBIE BHYTPEHHOCTH IOCBIITAIINCH HAPYKY.

A BoccTaBILIUM, HE CMOTPSl HU Ha 4TO, BCE TaK )K€ XOTEJ MPUKOHUYUTH Jloiia, XOTh ¥ OTEPSLT
TpeTh CBOEro Tena. Ero Hayano 3aMeTHO 1IaTaTh, HO OH HACTOWYMBO NEP BIEPEL.

— Otpexbre emy Hory, — Jlois mpucen u pe3aHys Tpymy MO KOJEHO, JIUIasi TOro ycToi-
YUBOCTH, — OH YINAJET M 3aX04YeT JOCTaTh Bac, — MEPTBEL caeyan mar u ynai. JI€xa, oH mpo-
JI0JIKaJl U3BUBATHCSI, MBITASACH MOAHATHCS IIPU IIOMOIIM OTCYTCTBYIOIIMX PYK. — BBl MOkeTe naxe
OTpYOUTH €My rOJ0BY, — HOXK Jloia BOTKHYJICS B ILI€I0 BOCCTABILEMY, IBUKEHHE BIIEBO, BIIPABO,
XPYCT — ¥ T'0JI0Ba OTAEINIACh OT TeJIa, — HO OH MPOJOJIKUT CYLIECTBOBATh, — MOIIIHBIM IIMHKOM OH
1ocJiaj rooBy NoOImke K censiHaM. Te OTIaTHYnMCh, KOrja rojioBa rnojkaruiach K HuM. OHa Bcé
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TaK e MpoAoJIKajia MENKATh YETOCTIMH, XOTs JpyTrue 3ByKHU Mepecraia uziaBarb. — Ero teno
yMpéET. EnvHCTBEHHBIN €c11OCO0 MOKOHYUTH ¢ HUM — MPOOUTH Yepen, — ¢ ITUMH ciioBamu J{oitn
HAHEC COKPYIIMTENBHBIN yIap TOIIOPOM IO rojioBe. Uepen JIOnHy Kak THUIast THIKBA.

— Ecnm B Bammx pykax Med — paszzenarh ero emeé npoie. Konb€ He gact M npuOImu3uThCs
K BaM, HO OUTh UM CIeIyeT TOJIbKO B royioBy. LI{UT ommHAKOBO XOpOII Kak JJIsi 3aIlUTHI, TaK
U 1715 HanazaeHus. Kak ynpaBisiTeCsl ¢ HOKOM M TOOPOM BbI TOJIBKO 4TO BuAenu. Jlro0as 3ammura
BaM IPUTOAUTCS, 0COOEHHO Jinia U meu. Konbuyry oHM HE B CUiIax MPOKYCHUTh, HO U CTETaHKa
HE U3 XYJIIEro, 4TO Bbl MOJKETE Ha ceOs HajeTh. Ho moOMHUTE MIaBHOE — MOOAMHOYKE OHU HE TaK
OIACHBI, KaK €CJIM HamajalT rpynmnaMu. bonblias rpymnmna npocTo 3aaBUT Bac Maccoil, HO U eé
MOYKHO yziep>kath. Korza Mbl BXOIWIIM B JIEC, HAC OBLIO MSATHAUATh, HO 3aHSIB BHITOJHYIO O3ULUIO
Y HE UCHYTaBUIMCh 3TUX TBApel, Mbl MOJIOKUIU OKOJIO COTHU MEPTBELIOB, TOTEPSIB TPOUX CBOMX.
A Tenepb NPUrOTOBBTECH: K HAM M0XKAJIOBAJIU FOCTH.

M B caMoM Jienie K HUM HaNpaBiisUIOCh HECKOJIBKO MEPTBELIOB. He rpynmnoii, a nooguHOUKe,
C pa3HbIX CTOPOH.

— BriOupaiite cebe mo00ro, XBaTalTe CBOE OPYKUE M BOH3UTE €T0 B HX TOJIOBBI!

My»XuK1 OXBaTajau TONOPBL, KOIIbS U MEYU U PUHYJIUCH B ataky. [{oiin Buaen, ¢ Kakoi spo-
CThIO OHM COKpYIIAIOT uepena. «Jlorynsiuce, — yXMbUIbHYJCS OH. — Temepb 3Ta Tpomka crana
JUTSL HUX HE Takou Oe3oracHoi». /o Beuepa OHM yCTIOKOWJIH €II€ He OHOTO TyJsiky. Jloin criemaun
32 HUMH, [TOKa3bIBaJI Ty 4IIKe MPUEMBI CO IIIUTOM U KOIIbEM, IEMOHCTPUPOBAJI UCKYCCTBO Bila/IeHUS
Me4OM. 3aKOHUYMIIN YIIPAXKHATHCS OHH TOJIBKO TOT/IA, KOrJja HA4aJl0Ch CMEPKAThCSI.

C HacTyIuieHHEeM TEMHOTBI OH BEpHYJICS B OalllHIO U 3acTall beHa pa3aenpiBaolero OJeHblo
HOTY.

— Ter e e€ nocran? — yausienuto Jloiina He ObL10 TIpenena. Bpsi 1 KTo-To 0ECKOPBICTHO
nojesinics Obl C HUMU TaKUM KYCKOM Msica.

— Hy, mbI ¢ TpeHnuHOM Ha 0XOTY XOJMIIN, BOT 51 U MOJICTPENNII, — OTBETHI beH, He oTpbIBasich
OT paboTHI.

— Te1 ¢ yma comén! Bac mornu youTs!

— Jla Hert, TpeHnuH ckazaj, 4To MEPTBBIE YIIIM K BOCTOUHBIM BOPOTaM, a Mbl BBIIILIN YEpe3
3amaIHyIo KamuTKy. Kak oH ckasai, Tak u ObUIo.

— JlanHo, Tak u ObITh, MOsTOACI]. HO 4T00 GobIIe 3TOro HE MOBTOPSIIOCH: O€3 MOETO BeoMa
HU ILIary U3 JepeBHHU!

— SlcHo, — obupencs bew.

— A tae Tom? Toxe, HeOOCh, repOMCTBOBATD MOMIEN?

— Jla HeT, OH B iIepeBHE, B ITIMHHOM JIOME, TaM CEroJIHs Iapaj]i HEBECT.

— A TBI 4€ro CUAUIIL?

— Bcé paBHO MBI CKOPO YXOIUM, YTO ALY TpaBUTh? — OTBETHI beH, HO mpuynHa, MOXoXKe,
ObLi1a HE B ATOM.

— W 1o BepHO, — cormacuics J{oin. — CeromHs s y9ui IepEeBEHCKUX, KaK OOPOTHCS B OJTHK-
HeM 0010 ¢ MepTBsIKaMH. Bce cekpeThl, KOHEYHO, HE MOKa3all, HO IIaBHOTO JOOHJICS — OHH TIepe-
cTany O00sAThCS MPHONMKATHCS K HUM Ha pacCcTOsHUE yrapa. BeabMa roBopmiia o qoire, KAaymeM
B JlecHoii 3acTaBe, MoxXoxe, s ero BeImoiaHmI. CKOpO HaM mopa BBIABUTATHCS. A ATO 4TO emé? —
CIIPOCHUJI OH TVISIASL HA KOJIBYYTY, JICJKAILYIO 32 CIIMHOM bena.

— I'onop npunéc. O1o I'pera. S He 3HaN, YTO A€NaTh U MIPOCTO MOJIOKUI CIOJA.

Joiu1 mogomén, moaHsI C 1oJI1a KOIBYYTy ¥ BHUMATEIbHO IPUCMOTpEICS K Hel. Bes pakasas,
HOKpbITasi OypbIMU MATHAMU 3acOoXIlIed KpOBU, OHA HE pa3 cracajia *Hu3Hb ero apyra. Ho B aTor
pa3 oHa oKazajach OeCIOe3HOM.

— Jlepku, MOYMCTH €€ XOPOILICHBKO IECOYKOM, CUHUTAll, 3TO MNPOIIAJIbHBIA MOAAPOK
ot I'pera, — mpotrsiHy! OH pyKy ¢ Konpuyroid beny. — Tebe Oyner BenmkoBara, HO HAJEKOCh, ThI
00pacTélb MSICKOM, — YJIBIOHYJICS OH.
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— Cnacubo, — cmyTuiicst ben.

Yxoaamuii 1eHb CMEHSICS THEM HOBBIM, @ OHU BCE HUKAK HE MOIVIM IOKUHYTh IepeBHIO. To
conoHuHa bena em€ He Oblia rotoBa, To ToMy B KOTOPBIN pa3 HykeH Obl1 «em€ AeHEUYeK, 1a0bl
CHJIBI BOCCTAaHOBUTBY. JlOWa MpoBOAMI BpeMs B yUeOHBIX 00X C CeIsIHaMM, MHOTIA B30upascs
3a CTEHY, MOJIOKUTh MAapOYKy TYISIK, a pacXakuBaj Mo camoi creHe. Ha Beicote msatu ¢yToB
1o BCe e€ JUTHHE MPOXoaniia y3Kas miatdopma, Ha KOTOPOU C TPYZIOM MOTJIH Pa30MTUCH JIBA YETIO-
Beka. MecTHbIe y)Ke epecTainu o0palarh Ha HUX BHUMaHUe, fa 1 [oHop cTai BcE pexe ux HaBe-
I1aTh.

HoBblll 1eHb HagauIcst Kak ¥ MPEAbI YN, XOJIOAHBIM MOPOCSIIAM J0KAEM. Jl0MI HAKUHYI
Ha IUIEYM CTapblil IUIall, KOTOPBIM C HUM MOJENIUIICS KTO-TO M3 MecTHbIX. [Inam Obul BenukoBar,
3aT0 B HETO MOXHO OBLIIO YKyTaThcs LieTuKoM. OH yrke coOpalics BBIXOIUTh, KaK YCIIbIIIAJ C YAULbI
YEH-TO CPBIBAIOIINICS KPUK:

— I'ynsxu! TpeBora! Bee Ha crenbl!

Ho¥n cpasy moHs1, 4To A€N0 HE JagHo. B nBepHON mpoem, OH HUYEro HE MOT Pa3liIA/IETh,
TaK KaKk 0030p 3aKpBIBAIH KPBIIIH J0MOB. OH pa3BepHYJICS U ITHYJ OJFKANIIEro K HEMy CIISIIIEro —
Toma.

— A! B uém neno? — 3amoprai oH I1a3aMu OT Irpy0ooro mpoOyKICHHS.

— Jeno npsiHb, 0OIeBaTECHh U HA CTEHY.

Tom Bpezan beHy u nmoka ToT mpoTHpal 11a3a, caM yXe HaTsIruBaj BTOpo canor. ben cpasy
BCE MOHSUT U HE CTaJ 3aJaBaTh BOIIPOCHI, a MPOCTO HAISUIMI Ha ce0sl KoybuyTy. J{oi1 mosIHOCThIO
coOpaJicst ¥ BBICKOYHII Ha YITUILY.

— Crona, k Bopotam! — Kpruai KTo-To Baaiau. — Tamu OpéBHa, yKpemisiii CTBOpKHU!

Ota ¢paza cupHO Hamyrana Jloina. «UTo e TaM TBOPUTBCS, YTO OHU TaK MEPEKUBAIOT
3a Bopora?» — moayman oH. Jloin mocnemmn 3a0paTbCsl HA CTEHY M OTKpPBIBLIAsCS KapTHHA
NIOBEpIJIa €r0 B yXKac: BECh JIEC MPOCTO Kuien MEPTBHIMU. Camble ONMM3KHE K HUM YK€ ObUIH
Ha pPacCTOSHUU MOJETA CTPEIIbl, HO HUKTO HE CTPEJISII: JIFOAU HE XOTEIU TEPATh LICHHbIE CHAPABI,
0051Ch IPOMAaXHYTHCSI MUMO LIEJH.

— boru Bcemorymue! Tam sxe mogu! — pasgancs cnpasa ronoc Toma. Ilapenb yxe cTosin
Ha CTEHE, B MOJIyTopa JecaTkax caxxeHeil or [loina. — OTkpoiite Bopora! Bbl JOIKHBI UX BIy-
CTUTh! — Kpuyan ToMm, HO HUKTO €ro He CIIyIIall.

— Ycmokoiics, Thl HUYEeM UM HE ITOMOXKEIIh, — CKa3al KTO-TO CO CTCHEL.

— Onu yuuu B siec paau 6mara Beert gepeBHu! OHM ke ceifuac moruoHyT!

— MBI HE MO’KEM UM TIOMOYb, TYJISKU CIIMIIKOM OJIU3KO0, — BCE TOT e rojoc BTopus Tomy.

— Hy nagno, — ¢ rueBom Boinanui Tom, nepeckouns yepe3 OpEBHa, HOBUC Ha pyKax, OTTOJIK-
HYJICSI HOTOM U NIPBITHYJI, IIEPENeTast poB.

[Ipuzemnuics oH He OYEHb Y/IAUHO: HAMOKILAs [VIMHA TOJBEJIA €0 U OH MOCKOJIb3HYJICS,
HOJBEPHYB JIOABDKKY. biimxkaiiiias Kk HeMy JAeByIlIKa Oblia B MATHAALATH CAXKEHSIX OT Hero, Tom
3aMaxayl pyKaMH M HEyKJIIO)Ke IOCKaKall el HaBcTpeuy. [leBylka 3aMeTusa ero 1 B 3T0T MOMEHT
Ha Heé Hamanm MEpTBeIA. OH BIENMUICS el B pyKy CBOMMH 3y0amMu H €€ Mpearieybe OKpacuioch
aneiM. M B TOT 3k€ MHUT OCTpBI Med Toma BOH3WIICS B 3aThUIOK BOCCTaBIIETO. Tenepp yKe OKOHYa-
TEJIbHO MEPTBOE TEJIO MPUIABUIIO AEBYIIKY K 3emiie. ToM COUXHYJ €ro B OOK U TOMOT MOJHATHCS
paHeHHOH kpacaBuue. [/1e-to nobauzocTu pasaaics Kpuk u ToM yBuaesn, Kak MEpTBELbl JOTHAIH
MykarHy. OH OTBEPHYJICS U TTOOSKAJ K CTEHE Tallla 3a CO0O0M EBYIIKY K TOMY MECTY, OTKyJa OH
CHPBITHYJ. BpII0 BUJIHO, KaK KaKIbli mar gaérca eMy Bc€ ¢ OonbiuM TpyaoM. Co CTEHBI yxe
CKHHYJIM BEpEBKY, KaK BHOBb pa3jajics KpuK. ToM MOBEPHYJ TOJIOBY M YBUJEI, UTO Y BOPOT MEPT-
BbI€ HACTHIJIM BTOPYIO IeBYIIKY. Cpe TBajiTa OH pacClIbIIIall 3BOH TETUBBI 1 0OEPHYJICS — 103311
HEro IMaJiajl Ha CIUHY TYJISKa CO CTPEJION, Topyalieil n3o goa. OH orsiaencs: Bc€ O0bIIe MepT-
BELIOB LIUIM K HUM CO BCeX CTOPOH. Torna oH mojacaauil IEBYLIKY U Ty BTSHYJIM HaBepX, epeTa-
KB Yepe3 cTeHy. Tom emé pa3 00epHyIICs, IEPECTYIIII C HOTH Ha HOTY, M BAPYT CyZI0opora 0CTpon
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00J1bI0 IpOCTpENNIa €My JIOABDKKY. TOM Hayas majgarh U pa3MaxuBaTh pyKaMH, Kak BAPYT Mepes
HUM MOSIBUJIACh criacuTeabHas BepéBka! OH n€pHYNCs, HO HE CXBAaTWII €€, a JUILb yAapuil Hallb-
namu. Bepépka orckouniia u Tom cBanuics B poB. OHO U3 KOJIbEB POTKHYJIO €10 00K, CII0MaNoCh,
Y €ro OCTpUE BBIILIO U3 )KUBOTA MapHs. Takoe ke KpacHOE, KaK IITaHAapT UX JIETHOHA.

— Tom! — 3aopan oiin. — Tom! Ilogaumatics!!!

bo110 BUIHO, Kak peBo3Morast 00J1b, MapeHb BCTaJ BO BECh POCT. TOM CXBaTHJICSA 3a BEPEBKY,
a [loi, cBUCas CBEPXY, TAHYJ K HeMy pyKy. [Ipoméin kakoit-To Mur 1 Tom, OTOPBaBIIUCH OT 3€MJIH,
B3MbUI HaBcTpeuy Joiny. Ero pagocts IHiIack COBCEM HENOITO: MPOLLIA CEKyHAA MPEkKIE YEM
ToMm mouyBCcTBOBaJI, KaK M3Ma3aHHas B I'PsA3H BEPEBKA BHICKAIb3bIBAET Y HETO U3 pyK. [oiin nép-
Hyicst K ToMy, HO €ro pyka BMECTO JIaJJOHH TOBapHIlla CXBaTWja TOJBKO BO3AYyX. TOM JOCTUT
3eMJIM ¥ KyOapeM ckatuiics B poB. M3 ero cepia Topyana eme ogHa 3aToueHHast aepessimka. «OH
yMep repoeM, XOTsI MOT JaJIbLIe KUTh IPOCTHIM MMapHEM, — IPOMENbKHYIIM B TamsTH Jloiia cioBa
BeAbMblL. — Beapma He ommbnacs». Ha Toma TyT ke HaBaIMIIOCh € JJECATOK MEPTBELIOB U €T0 TENO
CKPBUIOCH I1OJ] KX KHUIIANIEH MacCOM.

— Komnn€ mue, ObicTpo! — pacniopsiauics oitn.

Uepes MIHOBEHHUE B €ro pyKax y:ke Obula JAJIMHHAs MajKa ¢ OCTPhIM HAKOHEUYHUKOM. Jloiin
IIEPEBECHUIICS Yepe3 CTEHY M Hayall pa3 3a pa3oM OWTH IO TOJ0BaM ryiskaM. JlecsTs, qBaauars,
TPUALATH. .. OH BCE OMJI U OWJI, Kyda TeJl pociia, HO KaK TOJIBKO KTO-TO Iajajl, Ero MECTO 3aHUMaJl
JIPYTOil.

— Crona! K Boporam! — ycnbiman o npussiB. — Tanmure emé OpeBeH, OHM BBIJIAMBIBAIOT
CTBOpKH!

Jloiin o0epHyJICcs Ha TOJIOC U y’KaCHYJICS: UyJOBHILHAsl Macca MEPTBELIOB, HAIEpEB Ha BOPOTa
ME/JIEHHO HO BEPHO BBIJABIMBAJIA UX BO BHYTPb. [1epBrlii psiy MEPTBELIOB MPEBPATUIICS B KyCKU
pa3aBIEHHOTO Msica, CBOMMU TEJIaMH CO3/1aBasi MATKYIO MPOCIONKY MEX]y JEPEBOM U TOJIIOM.
Joiin mocMoTtpen Tyaa, T TOJbKO YTO OWJI MO rojioBaM BoccTaBuM. «M 3aech TonmsaTes, Kak
0e3yMHBbIe. VX mpuBieKaer 3amax KpoBu!» — noragajics OH, IEPEBECUIICS YEPE3 CTEHY U C JABOM-
HBIM PBEHHEM NPUHSUIICSA MPOOHUBATh TOJOBHI. JIydHHKH 0OCTpenrBaiy TONITY Y BOPOT, HO I1aB-
M€ TYJISKH IPOJOJIKAIHU ObITh O€3BOJIBHBIMU YYACTHUKAMHU IITypMa BOPOT: HE B CUJIaX YNacTh
Ha 3€MJII0, OHA IIPOCTO PAaCKaYMBAINCh B TAKT ABM>KEHUS TOINbl. Pa3zgancs xpyct u oyl BHOBb
B3IVISIHYJNT Ha BopoTa. OHM JepKaluch Ha JOOPOM CIIOBE M OH, CIPBITHYB CO CTEHBI, ITOCTICIIII
K HUM. Jloi1 moocien BoBpeMsi: Kak TOJIBKO OH OOHAXKUJI M€Y, BOPOTA, BbUIAMBbIBasi IETIIH, C IPOH-
3UTEJIbHBIM CKPHUIIOM MPOTHYJINCH, U OpJia MEPTBBIX XJbIHYIa BHYTpb. CriepBa eMy MOKa3ajaoch,
YTO BCE HE TaK YK CTPAILHO: IIEPBbIE PsIJIbl, TOJIKAEMbIE B CIIMHY OCTAJIbHBIMHU, JIETEJIU Ha 3EMJTIO
BIIEPE]l HOCOM, O HUX CIIOTBIKAJIUCh CIIEIYIOIINE U TOXKE OKa3bIBAJIUCH Ha 3emuie. M Tak npojomka-
JIOCh JI0BOJIBHO JOJIO, I0KA, HAKOHEL, MEPTBBIE HE MEpEIIarHyiIu 3Ty nperpany. Jlyunuku crpe-
JSUTH Y>K€ BHYTPb J€PEBHH, HO MX paboTa OblIa Kak Karuisi B Mope. MEPTBbIe HECIIUCH CIUIOMIHBIM
MOTOKOM, TIOJJOOHBIE HEYMOJIUMOM CTUXUH pacTeKasCh 10 BCel epeBHe, u IO ene ycneBas yHO-
CUTh HOTH, cracasi CBOl LIKypy. Kpuku pasnnpaembIx BKUBYIO JIIOEH OH CIIbIIIAN OCTOSIHHO.
MépTBble OTpe3anu MyTH criaceHus 00Jiee HEPaCTOPOITHBIX 3ALUTHUKOB U OyKBaJIbHO pa3pbiBasin
UX Ha XO[y, HE J1aBas TeJIaM yNnacTh Ha 3eMJIIO.

— Crena! — ycnpliian OH KpUK U IOBEPHYJICSL.

OH B3MIAHYJ Ha Ty €€ yacThb, rae norud Tom. Uepes cTeny, KyBbIpKasiCh Ha 3€MJIIO, IEPEBAIIU-
BAJIMCh MEPTBBIE, HO HEKOTOPHIE BCE K€ yMYAPSUTHCH 3alIEIUTHCS U OCTAaThCs Ha TUIaTGopMe, | STHX
HEKOTOPBIX ObLIO MHOTO. 3alllUTHUKU IPBHITaJid CO CTEHbI, HO HE BHU3, a Ha OAJIKOHBI COCEIHUX
JIOMOB, TTepeOUpPaTHCh Ha KPBIIIN M MPOJODKIIN BecTr obcTpen. Jloiin xe mobdexan go JlecHoit
3acTaBbl U MyXOH B3JieTes Ha BTOpoi 3Tax. OH MOBEPHYJICS U MOAPYOMII Mapy CTyHNEHEK CTapoi
necTHULbl. Ta He BbIIEpKaia Beca MPECIIEJOBABIINX €r0 MEPTBELOB, KOE-KaK MOJIE3IINX 3a HUM,
XpYCTHYJIA ¥ TPOXHYIIUCH HA 3eMIT0. Jl0iT BEIOpaiCcst Ha KPBIILY H OCMOTPEN JepeBHI0. MEpTBbIe
KUIIETH TOBCIOAY, CIIOBHO OyKallKyd B Pa3BOPOLIEHHOM MypaBEeiHMKE, 3allOJIOHHB cO00# abco-
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JFOTHO BCE MPOCTPAHCTBO BOKPYT, U TOJBKO K CTApOMy AyOy OHU HE cMelH monoitu. « CTpaHHO,
[IOYEMY OHHU €ro 00sTCs, — MoAyMal OH. — A, BIIpOYEM, TENEPb-TO Kakasi pa3HULA. 3alllUTHUKAM
KOHEIl, B JOMa OHU BOPBYTCs HE II03XKe, UM 4epe3 1oirdaca, 3aTeM A00epyTcs 40 MEHs, IPOCTO
3aj1e3yT IO TeJIaM CBOMX k€. A BOT J0 JIyYHUKOB J0OMPAThCS OyIyT J0JIT0, MOXKET JICHb, @ MOXKET
7IBa, TIOKa HE CHECYT BCe 3TH JjoMa K 4epTsaM!» Ero B3misaa ckonb3HyI masbliie, 3a 3a00p, U B O6ec-
KOHEYHOM MOpE IIATaI0IIMXCs TeJl OH YBUAEI TO, UTO 3aCTaBWJIO MypalllKaM Mpo0eKaThes MO €ro
pa3sropsAYEHHOM CIIMHE.

Oma cTos1a B CBOEM nepbeBoM Iutamie. Oneras B OXOTHUUUHI KOCTIOM, 00cas, OHa BO3BBIIIA-
Jach HaJl MEPTBEIAMH, CTOSI HA BEICOKOM ITHe. E€ Boockl ObIIN pacTpénaHbl HA BETPY U TO TYT,
TO TaM B HUX OBLIM BIUIETEHBI YEPHBIE MEPHSI.

— 51 — Boponos nuTts. BepHynacs s k cedbe 1oMoit! — ycipliain oH €€ MeTalJIn4eCcKuil rojaoc.

A MEpTBbIE MPOCTO IIarajax MUMO He€, He oOpallias Ha BEAbMY HU MaJeHIlero BHUMAaHHUS.
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6. LLlanna na Kan Jln

«Tak BOT OHO 4TO, a 5I-TO Tymal, Monauach HaM Xopolias KoiayHbs. [Toka MbI TyT Topuanmy,
oHa HacoOupaa nenyto apmuro MEpTBLIX! [loanas TBaps!» — BeIpyrancs npo ceds loin. On Bugen,
KaK MEepTBEIbI 3aOTHUIN c000i1 yKe BCE CBOOOIHOE MPOCTPAHCTBO BHYTPHU JIepeBHHU. VX MasbIbl,
o0aupasi 0Tk, LIapanaiy CTeHbI JOMOB, a OT HEMPEKpaIlaloIIerocs Iyja, COCTOSIIETO U3 CTOHOB,
KPSXTEHUH U KJalanuii 3y0oB, 6osena romosa. «Ho Torma 3aueM ObLIO MPHUCHLIATH HAC BCEX CIONA,
Ha BEPHYIO CMEPTh, KOTJa Thl MOIJIA HAC JIETKO YOUTH B Jiecy? — M TYT 10 Hero jomuwio. — Hox! — on
HATHYJICS ¥ IOCTAJ U3 Carora U3sIIHbIN KITHHOK. — Thl HE MOIJIa BOWTH B IEPEBHIO, KAK BOCCTABILINE
HE MOTYT nojoiTu K ay0y! U 3T0oT mpeamer ctasi TBOUM KIIIOYOM. A MbI, OlypMaHEHHbIE TBOUM
TOCTEPUUMCTBOM M TOOPOXKENATeNbHOCTHIO, C 3aTYMAHEHHBIM Pa3yMOM JOCTaBUJIM €T0 MPsIMO
o Mecty HazHaueHus! byab Thl mpokisTa, Beapbmal» — crmonyna Jloin u cxkai B KyJake pyKosiTh
HOXa. «S1 Bcaxy TeOe ero Mexay rasy, — moodemian o cede, BCE e MOHUMAst, YTO JI0 BEAbMbI
eMy He A00paThCsl.

Kpaa! ITocnbrimanocek ceepxy. Kpaa! Kpaa! Kpaa!! Jloiin 3anpan ronoBy — 10Xab yxke mnpe-
KpaTui MOPOCHUTH U HaJl IEpEeBHEN cobupanach ctas BOpOHOB. Bcé Gosbiiie u Gomblile caeTanoch
UX CO BCEX CTOPOH, OUEPHsIsi CBOMM IpUCyTCcTBHEM He00. 1 BOT yxke 1X KapKaHbe CTajo 3arTyIiaTh
CTOHBI MEPTBOTO BOMHCTBA. BApyTr cTas pe3ko omycTHIach BHU3 W Hayana KPY>KUTh MPSIMO HaJl
rOJIOBaMU BOCCTABIINX. BeibMa HakITOHUIACH BIIEPET, KaKk OyATO TOTOBUJIACH K IPBDKKY, U B TOT )K€
MUT ONMMKalInuil K Hel BOPOH Bpe3asics B TONMY MEPTBBIX. Joil Tak ¥ HE MOHSJ, YTO MPOU30-
110, HO OT TyAa, Ky/Aa yIaj BOPOH, B3MBUIH B BO3/lyX pa3opBaHHbIE KycKU Tell. Emé HecKonbKko
PSI0B MEPTBELIOB, COMTBIE C HOT, MOJIETH 1Mo Kpyry. M B 3Ty Opeliib He 3amMeuia HeIpHYTh J{oub
BopoHoB. BHOBB 1 BHOBB NITHUIIBI MTAJAJIM HA MEPTBEIOB, OTKPHIBas €€ MyTh B AEPEBHIO, U BEIbMa
HE yMycKajla BOBMOXKHOCTH BOCIOJIb30BaThbCs OTKPBIBAIOIIUMCS KOPHIOPOM, HECSCh K MOKOPE-
KEHHBIM BopoTaM. [IpoBOpHO nmaBupyst MeXay COTHEH pyK, C KaXXAOW Majiiel NTuiiel oHa mpu-
Omkanach K CBOEH Ilenu M, HakoHell, nocturia e€¢! OkazaBIIMCh B Pa3BOPOYCHHOM apke, oHa
CXBaTWJIa JIBYyX MOJIETEBIIMX K HEW MTHUI] U CTOJKHYJIA MX rojoBaMu. [TyXod ymap XjiecTaHyl
Joiina no ymam, U OKpY>KHUBIIHME BEAbMY MEPTBELBI PA3JIETEINUCh BO BCE CTOPOHBI. 3aT€M OHA
CKHHYJIA MJIAIl U CXBAaTHJIACh 332 OCTABIIYIOCS BUCEBILYIO CTBOPKY, 3aMepJia Ha HECKOIBKO CEKYH/T
u ocena Ha koineHd. C TPyIOM MOJHSBIIMCH, BEAbMA OMNISAENAcCh: MEPTBbIE OOJbIIE HE MbITA-
JIMCh MPOPBATHCS B IEPEBHIO, a TE, YTO YKe ObLITU BHYTPH, HE CHEIINIHN MOAXOAUTh K XPaHUTEb-
Hule jeca. [loiin mocMotpen Ha creHy U ynuBuics: «CTpaHHO, OoJble HE JIe3yT, Ja U BOooOIe
orxondat. Uto 3To oHa TaMm Jenaer?» A Aenana OHa cleayoliee: MoJO0IUIa BOPUTHIK K OOIIOAaH-
HOMY TEJIy Y BOPOT U 3aje3ja BHyTPb OCTAHKOB pyKamHu. /0¥l He MOT TOJIKOM MOHSTH, YTO OHA
TaM JIeTIaeT, CIMIIKOM OOJIbIIIOe paccTossHUE ObLIO MEeXIy HUMU. BenbMa BcTana, moomuia BIpu-
THIK K MEPTBBIM, YTO-TO TaM MOBEpTENia MalbllaMU U Pe3KO BeIOpocuia Brepén pyku. KpacHsiit
0TOJIeCK Ha MTHOBEHHE OCIIEIIII €TO U B TOT K€ MUT HECKOJIBKO JECATKOB MEPTBEIOB, Pa30pBaH-
HbIE Ha KyCKH, pa3JieTeNuch Mo okpyre. Benbma Bocmnonb3oBanack Opemibio U noadeskana K Cieny-
foleMy Teny. Tak jke HaKJIOHUIIACh, TakK ke Mockpebia ero pykamu. Ho Ha 3TOT pa3 BpeMeHH ObLI0
ropaszno MeHsle. J{oKap U3 OCTaHKOB 3aKOHYMJICS U CBOOOAHOE MPOCTPAHCTBO CTANU OBICTPO
3aMoJIHATh HOBbIE BoccTaBlIne. OKpYyXEHHAs CO BCEX CTOPOH, BEIbMa PE3KO BBIIPSIMUIIACH, BBITS-
HYB BBEpX IPABYIO PYKY, a 3aT€M TakK k€ ObICTpO MpHcena, XJIOMHYB JIaJOoHb0 1o 3emie. CHOBa
KpacHbIi OJiecK, HO Ha 3TOT pa3 HUKTO HE B3MbBLI B BO3[YyX, IPOCTO BCE MEPTBELBI B pajuyce
JIECSATKA CaXXCHEH, ToMasi KOHEYHOCTH, MOKATHIUCh KyOapeM Mpodb OT He€, CIIOBHO MX CHECJIO
YyIOBUIIHBIM MIOPBIBOM BETPA, JaXKe COTPSCIINM CTOSBLINI PSAIOM ATUHHBIN 10M. BenpMma BbiOe-
KaJa Ha LIEHTp TJIOIA M, BCTalla He pa30pBaHHBIC OCTATKH MATaTOK U TOBEPHYIACH JIUIIOM K BOPO-
TaM, okazaBIIMCh 00koM K Jloitny. OHa corHysia HOTH B KOJICHSIX M BBIIPSIMHIIA CIHHY, a 3aT€M
pa3Besia pyKH, HAallpaBUB WX JAJOHAMHU JpYyT K apyry. Kazamoce, Bpems st He€ OCTaHOBHIIACH
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Y OHA PELLIMIa IOTOBOPUTS € IyXaMU UJIU MIPEJIKaMu, IOTPY3UBIINUCH B MEAUTALINIO. MEPTBBIE, Kak
OyaTO HEXOTSI, MEIJIEHHO MOIOMPAINCh K HEW, IIBITAsACh NepedpaThCcsl YEPE3 CBOMX MOKAJIEUEHHBIX
coOparbeB, a OHAa, TEM BPEMEHEM, HEBEPOSITHO MEJIEHHO CBOJIMIA pyKU BMecTe. J{oitn naxe c pac-
CTOSTHHA TPEXCOT (PyTOB 3aMeTHII, YTO €€ JieBasi J1aJOHb Oblila KpacHas OT KpoBH. «HaBepHsika BTo-
pas Takas ke, — peIlIny OH, CJIes 3a noAduparomuMucs K Heil MeprBeniamu. — Hy ke, ckopee!» —
MBICJICHHO 110/10a1puBaJ OH €€, IVIs1/151, KaK TOJIIa MEPTBELIOB BCE CUIIbHEE CKUMAET KOJIbIIO BOKPYT
neByKy. Co CTOpOHBI Ka3aJ10Ch, YTO MOCIIEIHNUE CEKYH/IbI JAJTUCH €11 C HEUEJIOBEUECKUM YCUITHEM.
Ho BOT €€ 1ajoHN CONPUKOCHYJIUCH U B TOT YK€ MUT JIEPEBHIO COTPSIC yAap NOPa3UTEIbHON MOIIH.
bnwxkaiiinue k Heil MepTBELIbI pa3JIeTENNCh Ha KYCOUKU TaKUe MEJIKME, YTO OHU MOKPBLUIU TOHKUM
CJIOEM BCE€ CTOSILIKE PSAOM JIOMa, CTEHBI U OCTaTKU BOpOT. Cienyromiye pa3pblBasch Ha 4acTu
B3MBIBAJIM B BO3IyX, JIETEIH KyOapem, Bpe3asich B JIOMa, TEPSUIH TOJIOBBI, PYKHA M HOTH, TaJlalIH,
KyBBIPKasICh BJIOJIb YJIUL. YIap COTPSC CTEHY U A0JIOMaJl BOPOTA, CIBUHYJ C OCHOBAHUS HECKOJIBKO
JIOMOB U TOJIBKO 3aTeéM €ro cuia npuuuiack Ha Jloina. OH B3MbLI B BO3YX, CIIOBHO MEPBILIKO
NIOXBAaYCHHOE JTYHOBEHHEM BETPA, U3 €r0 JETKUX BBIIIMOIO BO3AYX, a K TOJIOBE MPHUIIIIIA KPOBb,
HAIMOoJHSIS YIIW TYJIKUM IIyMOoM. Bpems fuid Hero 3ameanuio cBoi Oer v OH BUAEN, KaKk C JOMOB
CMETaeT KPBILIU BMECTE C JIyYHHKaMH U Kak JIIOM MaJaloT Ha MArkue MEPTBbIE Tena. JlelcTBu-
TENbHO MEPTBBIE. «A Ky/ia jKe Jieuy 7» — 3a/1aJICsl OH BOIPOCOM U TYT K€ HBIPHYJI B TYCTYIO KPOHY
ny6a. JIoHII ¢ IryMOM IPOHECCS CKBO3b MEPETUIETEHNE BETBEH, C XPYCTOM JIOMasi MX, U XOPOIIEHBKO
IPUIIOKUIICA XpPEOTOM K MOTY4EMY CTBOITY, a 3aT€M, COOpaB BCE CyUKHU Ha CBOEM IIyTH BHU3, TPOX-
HyJcsl Ha 3eM1to0. «)KuB! — Bo3paioBasicst OH ¥ OMbITaNCS TOAHITHCS, — ¥ BpoAe 1es». Pyku, Horu
¥ TOJIOBA OBLIM HA MECTE, BOT TOJIBKO CITMHA HE XOTeJa JI0 KOHIa pa3orayThes. «M Tak coitnéry, —
PEIInII OH, BBIHYB M3 HOXKEH Me4, M TPUXPaMbIBasi OPOCHIICS K LIEHTPY JCPEBHHU.

Ha ynuue yxe BoBCIO Kumes 00i: BbDKUBUIME 3AIIUTHUKU U JTYYHUKH CPaKaJIUCh C TOIY-
COTHEH yleneBIINX MepTBeloB. /{0 KMHYJCS K BelbMe CTyMas MpsSMO IO TejaMm, 10 IMyTH BOH-
3as KIIMHOK B TOJIOBBI BCEX YIIEJEBIINX BOCCTABIIMX. beH yke ObUT TaM: ¢ KONbEM HarepeBec OH
0TOHMBAJICS OT HACEAIOINX CO BCEX CTOPOH BOCCTABIIMX, 3alllMIIast JeKallyto AeByliky. Ha kone-
HSIX IIEPE]] BEAbMOM CTOSI CeA000POblii CTAPUK, COBEPILIEHHO HE 0Opalasi BHUMaHuUs Ha BCE, YTO
IPOUCXONIIO BOKPYT.

— Yo *Ke Thl, J€BOYKA, HE aauib ceds! Jla kak xe s-ro 0e3 Teds. XBaTUT yxe youBaTbcs,
npoiry! — ero >kaJoOHBIN, TTOJHBIN CJIE3 TOJIOC OUYE€Hb CTPAHHO COYETAJICS C 0OCTAaHOBKOM BOKPYT.

Jloiin BcTas psAOM C HUMHU HIIa Bpara, HO, IOXO0XE, HUKTO HEe cOOMpasics HanaaaTh Ha HUX.
Torna oH ycnbllman ropecTHbId BCXJUN cTapuka W oOepHyics. Beabma Bc€ Tak ke jexana
Ha CIIMHE, VIS B HE0O OMYyCTEBIIUM B3IVISIIOM, HE MOprasi U He CBOJIS IV1a3 ¢ OfHOM Touku. Eé
JeBasi pyka Oblila IOJIHATA BBEPX, Kak OyATO OHA XOTeja A0 Yero-1o A0TAHYThcA. CTapuK yTKHYJICS
760M B KHUCTh €€ apyro pyku. oy mpociemaun 3a TeM, KyJda yKa3blBaja BelIbMa U yBUIECI,
KaK BOPOHBI, MAPUBIINE BBHICOKO B CEphIX HeOecax, KaMHSIMHU Hadallu majgarbh BHU3. He moneras
710 3eMJIH, OHH JIOTIAJICh, OCTABIISIS MTOCIIE CeOs1 JTUIITH KPOBABBIM TyMaH Ja 00J1aKo YEPHBIX ITEPHEB.
Bcest okpyra noTonysa B KpacHbIX IIBETaX U MEPTBbIE, OCTABIIMECS 3a CTEHOM, KaK 10 MAHOBEHUIO
BOJIIIIEOHO NAJIOUKH CTaJIM MEJIJIEHHO BO3BPALIaThCsA B JIEC, HAUUCTO IOTEPSIB UHTEPEC K JEPEBHE.
E€ pyka paccrmabuiach, 0OMsKIIa B yTraja Ha 3eMJIIO0, I71a3a 3aKPbUINCh, U CTAPUK BHOBB 3aBBLI.
Jloiin B3mIsiHY I Ha €€ JTaJJOHU: BCE TE e CUMBOJIBI IITyOOKO MCTICHIPSUTH HEXKHYIO KOXKY, BOT TOJIIBKO
Tenepb BCE OBLIO 3aJIUTO KPOBBIO.

Bresanno pa3gaBmmiics rosnoc ['oHOpa 3acTaBWII €ro B3IPOTHYTh:

— HoptoH, kak oHa? — nepBoe, 4TO OH CIPOCHII.

— E€ Ha/10 oTHECTH B JIOM. .. — IPOMSIMIIMI CTApPUK U IOAHSAN IM1a3a Ha cTapocty. — JKusa...
JloiJ1 HaKJIOHMJICS M aKKYPaTHO ITOIHSI JEBYIIKY:
— Kyna?

— Hecwure B JlecHyto 3acTaBy — 3T0 €€ 10M.
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Jloiin mo6esxai 4To OBLIO CHII, XOTs OO0JIM B CIUHE M CHITBHO MEIIIaju, 3aMeisis ero oer. OH
COBCEM 3a0bLI, UTO JICCTHUIIA Pa3BAIMIIACKH, HO CUTYaIHIO criac ber yxe Hecs ¢ coboit npyryro.

— Opomxu1 y CTeHbl, — OpOCHII OH, IPOOETast MUMO.

Jloiin BHOBB punyscs Bnepéa. Korna on moadexan, ero yxe aajiu HECKOJIbKO YEJIOBEK.

— JlaBaii e€ crona, akkypatHeit! — qonéccs rosoc TpeHauHa Co BTOPOTO ATaxa.

Joiu1 nepenan neBylIKy IpyruM IapHIM U BCE BMECTE, CTapasCh HE CAENATh €1 XyKe, 3aTa-
i e€ HaBepXx. Cnenom Bie3 ['onop u Hopton, 3a Humu ben. [loin mogHuMancs mocieIHuM,
TaK KaKk CIIMHA BHOBB Jaya o cebe 3HaTh. B utore oH 3abpascs B OalliHio, B MPOBOPCTBE YCTYITUB
Jla)Ke CeJloBJIacoMy cTapHKy. Jloub BopoHOB siexana HemoABMKHO Ha pacCTENIEHHBIX IIKypax, bexn
YK€ TBITAJICS pa3BECTH KOCTED, a CTApUK IpucTasai K [oHopy.

— ['oBOpH ke, 3Haxaphp, 4TO C HEW?

— 51 He 3HaxXaphb, CKOJIBKO pa3 T€OE MOYKHO MOBTOPSITh.

— 'ope-To kakoe, — B3BbUT HOPTOH, CXBaTUBIIKCH 3a TOJIOBY U CIOHAACH Ty/Aa-CIOMa.

— Jla ycnokoticsa Tel. Bc€ Hopmanbho ¢ tBoeit Lllaitnoit. Cun MHOTO pactepsiiia, 1a KpOBH.
[onexwut napy auei u Bctanet. OHa MpeAypekaana, YTo ¢ Hel TaKoe MOYKET IPOU30MTH U HacTa-
BUJIA, YTO CJIEAYET JIeTaTh.

— Ox-0x-0x! — 3a0Xxaj CTapuk.

— Bcé, unu, He memaii Mue. Ckaku, 4TOOBI BOPOTA YKPEMMIIU U YTO s TIOSIBJIFOCH HA PACCBETE.

Crapuk MOCTOSJI MUHYTY, [TOYecaj T'oJIOBY U HU CJIOBa HE IOBOPs HAMPaBWIICA K BBIXOLY.
Tonop ctép mot co y16a u cen panom ¢ aeBymkoid. Koctép B momyTeMe 3aurpai si3bIkaMUd OTHSL.
Jlo¥n Toxe monbITajiIcs CECTh, HO MOJIYYUIIOCh Y HETO C TPYIAOM.

— Jloiin, uro ¢ Bamu? BbI paHeHbI? — CIPOCHUIT €T0 CTapOCTa.

— Her, nmpocto korma Hamia crnacuTeNbHULIA pEIIMIa YHUYTOXUTh BCE BOKPYT, S CTOSUI
Ha KpBbIIIE 3TOr0 YyHOTO 3aHusl, —YJbIOHYCS OH. — Mens noiiman ny6. Crapuk, Kak ero?

— Hopron, — noxckaszan I'onop.

— [a, HopToH, OH cKa3ail, 4TO ThI JEKAPb.

— VBB, 5 HE NeKapb. [laiisia Hayuriia MeHs1 Koe-4eMy, HO 3HaxapKa 3/1€Ch OHa.

— XKanp, a To cnuHa yTO-TO MOKanbBaeT. OX, — BBIJOXHYJ OH, KOIZla IOMBITAJICA CECTh
noyno6Hee. — Torna ckaxu MHe, JOPOToi APYT, IOYEMY OHA JKUBET B JIECY, pa3 SIBISETCA Ballel
3HaXapKou?

— Tak 3T0 3HaUUT, YTO OHA HaIpaBuJia Bac UCcKaTh JlecHyro 3acTaBy. A s He Aorazaics. Bor
6onBaH!

— Jla, ona. Ho Thl HE OTBETWJI MHE Ha BOIIPOC: [IOYEMY OHA MPOMEHSIA KU3Hb B JEPEBHE
¥ KaMCHHBIN JIOM Ha KU3Hb B TIIYIIH U 1y0 ¢ qyriom?

— Tax ona >xuia B nyruie? Bo maér! Mononen nesaxa! — nmopanoBascs [onop. [oitn Huuero
HE OTBETHJI, JIMIIb CMEPHUII €0 TSKEIBIM B3ITII0OM. — XOpPOILo, ciaymaiTe. [I[pumepHo ron Haszaz,
MEPTBbIE Hauajau BCTaBaTh U3 MOrui. Koe-KTo U3 MECTHBIX, OUEHb BIUATENIbHBIN, HABEN MOKIIEN
Ha He€ M IepEeBHsI pa3esniach Ha TeX, KTO 3a He€ U TeX, KTo npoTuB. M crapocTa pemuns BbIrHATh
e W3 JIepEeBHHU, TEM CaMbIM yCTPAHUB MPUUYMHY KOH(IIMKTA. YXOIS OHA CKa3ajia, 4To BEPHETCS
JIMILB TOTJA, KOTZa Mbl OyzieM meuTarh o JE€rkoit cMeptu. U ona Bepuynacs! Cka3aTh 1o npase, s
y’Ke HadaJ UCKaTh HOX, YTOOBI IPOTKHYTH ce0e cepalle, 1a0bl He OBITh CheACHHBIM 3aXHBO. OHA
Y paHbllIe [TPOIajjana Ha MECHL], Ha 1Ba, HO YTO y He€ eCTh YOEXKHUILIE B JIECY, ITOTO 5 HE 3HAJL. A Kak
BbI C HEH BCTPETUIINCH, YBAKAEMBbI1?

— MBbI ciacayiv CBOM LIKYPbI, @ OHA roJias Iyisia 1o Jecy, — ynblonyncs Jloi.

— Hy, naér! Bot s10 xeHmuHa! — Hactpoenue [ 0oHOpa BHOBH B3BMETHYJIOCH 110 HEOeC.

— I'oHOp, THI TOBOPHIL, YTO €€ BHITHAJI CTAPOCTA, HO BEIb CTApOCTa Thl, — 3aMeTu1 beH, cuies-
LM Y KOCTpa.

— Jla, BepHO, cTapoCTy yOUIIM T'YJISIKU CITYCTSI MECSILL ITOCJIE €0 PEIICHHUs, KOTrJa OH LIaTacs
no necy. [locne ero rudenu crapocToit BeIOpain MEHS.
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— A moueMy ThI ceiiuac HaXOIHUIILCA 3/1€Ch, a HE Ha yiuIe? — 3aaai Borpoc Joiir.

— [Mocaymaiite, yBaxkaeMblid, BBl CaMU OBLITM CBUJIETEIEM TOTO, YTO TBOPUIIOCH TaM. Pebsita
CaMHU 3HAIOT, YTO HaJ10 3ajienaTh Openu u coopath Tena. [1laiina npumeHnuia MoIHbIE Yapbl, 1OCTa-
BUB Oapbep BOKPYT JCPEBHU U €CIIM OH MAJET U TYISIKH BEPHYTCS, TOJIBKO 5 CMOTY BEPHYTH €
KU3HEHHBIEC CHJIBI B MTHOBEHHE OKa. JIMIIIb OHa CMOXKET OTBECTH O€y OT BCEX Hac.

— U kax e Bbl cOOMpaeTech «OKUBUTH» €€? — monHTepecoBascs bex.

— 51 He Xouy 00 3TOM J1axe JyMaTh, HE TO, YTO TOBOPUTH, — [OHOpP MOMpauHen.

Hoiin pemm pa3psauTh 00CTaHOBKY:

— Te1 ynomsnyn e€ nms, [llaiina kaxercsa. Ham oHa roBopuiia Toiapko cBOH ITpo3BuIa: Jloub
Boponos, XpanutenbHuna jeca, 3auuTHuLna 3emens CaMMHUTOB U elié ¢ aecATok. S moOwiBan
BO MHOTMX MECTaX, HO HUKOIJIa HE CIIbIIIAI TAKOTO UMEHHU.

— E€ nonmnoe ums — Ilaitna na Kaii JIu. 3to npeBnee cammutckoe umsi. B nmepeBoje ¢ 3Toro
sI3pIKa OHO 03HAYaeT «CHUSIHME JIYHHOTO CBETa» WM «POXKAEHHAS MO JIyHHBIM cBeToM». Hy, nnu
KaK-TO TakK.

— A nouemy €€ Ha3BaJ M UMEHHO CAMMUTCKUM HMeHeM? Benb caMMUTOB YHUUTOKUIIM MHO-
rue Beka Hazan?

— Hapon — na, HO ocTanoch MHOKECTBO criaclInxcsl oAuHo4YeK. OHa NOTOMOK IOTOMKOB BOT
TaKMX, OCTABIIMUXCS B KUBBIX OerenoB. E€ ponutenu, nmycts boru OyayT GarockioHHBI K MX
Jylam, ObUIM M3 3TOTO PEIKOro Hapoja. B Hell oueHb cuiibHA IPEBHSSA KPOBb U €€ BHEILIHOCTb MO/~
TBepKJIaeT 3T0. CaMMUTBI OBbLIIM OYEHb KPACUBbI, CTPOMHBI U BBICOKH, KaK MYKYUHBI, TaK U KECH-
mMHbL. bprock 00 3aKian 4To BbI, MPOLIEALINI TOJIMUPA, €11€ HE BCTPEYaau Ha CBOEM IIyTH TaKOU
KpacuBoi ieBymiku! — /ol He MOT HE COIIaCUThCS. — A €Il cCaMMUThI ObUIM OYEHb TaJaHTIIN-
BBIMHM Maramu.

B Tummne onn npocuaenu 1o Beuepa, JUIb U3peaKa pa30aBisas TUIIMHY KOPOTKUMU pas3ro-
BopaMu. «TanaHt Kk Maruu y Heé feiicTBUTENnbHO ecTh. M cMekanka Toxe. DTo Ha/lo A0AyMarhbes,
00CTpeNsATh apMHIO MEPTBELIOB B3PhIBAIOIIIMMHUCS BOPOHAMU», — [{0¥iJ1 BBIMJIIHYJI B IBEPHOM TPOEM
Y YBUJIEJI IJIMHHBIE TEHH, NTepeceKaBlue qepeBHio. CoHIle KJIOHUIOCH K 3aKaTy U JIoWi oy T,
KaK CUJIbHO OH ycTas. OH 3aBajuiics HaOOK, 3aKpbUI IT1a3a © MOMEHTAJILHO MPOBAJIUIICS B COH.

Joiin cTosn Ha BepIIMHE OAIllHA ¥ CMOTPEN Ha O€CKpaifHHe Jieca MPOCTUPAIOIINECS BOKPYT.
Tam, Boanu, BUIHEIOCH 03€po, OJIECTS Ha COJIHIIC U CJIeTIsl CBOMMHE OnrKamu Tiasa. J{oin Hampa-
BUJI B30p BHU3 U YBHU/IE€J TOHEHBKYIO [TOJIOCOUYKY BOJIbI U JIaXKe yCIIbIIIAJ )KypUaHue pyueiika, OuB-
IIETO K3-110JI OCHOBAHUSA X0JIMAa, HA KOTOPOM BOJPY3HJIach OAalllHs, U YXOASILEro B JECHYIO Yally.
«Kax g mMory ero ciplliaTh OTCIOA, — 3a/1aJICsl OH BOIIPOCOM, — BE/b 51 c€HYac BBILIE JEPEBbEB?»
OTBeT Ha 3TOT BONpPOC €My HHUKTO He naji. OH cTosi B onuMHouecTBe. Joill mocMoTpen Ha Jiec,
3areM Ha 03epo: «Buaarb, oH 0eXKUT K OONBIION BOAE, 3TOT pyde€k». KTo-T0 JOTpOHYICS 10 €ro
IUIeYa U OH B3APOTHYII, 00epHYyIcs u yBuaen [ pera. ToT ObUT 4MCTO BHIOPUT M KOPOTKO TIOCTPHIKEH,
B HOBOH KOJIBUYTE U Ha MOSACE y HET0 BHUCET OOraro yKpalleHHbIM Med, KOTOPbIH MPOCTO HE MOT
IPUHAJJIEKATh PAAOBOMY JernoHepy. I per ynplOHysCs eMy U IPOU3HEC:

— 3apaBcTBYH, Apyr. Kak MHOrO BpeMeHH MpoIIo.

— I'per? [lpuset, — ynuBuics ero nosisienuto Join. — Jla, 7aBHO ThI 37€Ch. ..

— Te1 He pan MeHst BUETh?

— Pan, — Jloitn moHuMas, 4to 4To-TO HE TaK. — TOIBKO Thl YMEp, — BAPYT BCIIOMHHUJI OH.

— Ha, BepHo, ymep. S nomH10. Thl BBIMOTHUI JOJIT, — HE TO CIPOCHII, HE TO MOSICHUJI emy [ per.

— 51 He 3Ha10, UTO OT MEHA TpeboBanock. 1 He moHMMaro, B U€M OH 3aKIIIOYAETCS.

— TbI HaYan My Th, AOWAENTH THI JO KOHLA, — YCJIBIIIAJ OH 3HAKOMBIN KEHCKUN I'OJI0C U U3-3a
cniunbl ['pera nmokasanace [laiina na Kaii JIu, oneras kak B ieHb X BcTpeud. OHA MONTOKUIA PYKY
Ha 1uieuo ['pera u, mocMoTpeB B m1a3a Jloiina, mpormienTana, — IPOCHUCH!

I'per ycraBuics Ha CBOM pyKH, €0 KUCTH MEJUIEHHO HayBaJIUCh, BOIPOUEM, KaK U BCE TEJO.

— IIpomaii, — THXO MPOU3HEC OH U JIOIHYI.
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Jloiin BHOBb B3MBLI B BO3/YX, JIETS CHUHOW BIEPEN U BUMS, KaK pa3leTaeTCsl Ha KyCOUYKU
BbICOKasl OalllHsl, pacKUIbIBasi BOKPYT ce0s TSHKENble KaMHU. A OH BCE JIETEN U JIETeN, ObICTPO
yAaJsisch OT MaBlel OalHu, U He ObUIO Ay0a 3a €ero CHUHOM, 4YTOObI pepBarh 3TOT NoAET. Korna
Ha 3€MJII0 yIaJl ITOCJIEIHUN KaMEHb ¥ BOKPYT Ha MPUJINYHOM PACCTOSHUU NOJIEITIN 1epeEBbs, J1oWi
3aMETUJI, YTO Ha IPUTOPKE OCTAINUCH HE TPOHYTHIMHM JIMIIb JBa ATaXKa C MEPEKPBITUEM TPETHETO.
W Bapyr on Hauan pe3ko naaath. J{oi B3ISTHY BHU3 U YBUEN MO COO0M CMHEBY 03epa. bynbk!
N on npocHyiies.

Joiun n€pHyics u packpsli rmasa. Ilepex HuM Tienm 0cTaTku JOrOpeBIIEro KOCTpa, a 3a HUM
cunena [llaiina, He oTpeiBas B3MIsAa OT cBoMX pyK. [lope3bl M mapanuHbl HCUE3IU C €€ JIMIIA,
HO CHHSIKH TIOJI TJIa3aMH OCTAIINCh, AeTast €€ BUJ KAJIKUM B TOOUTHIM. J{0iii B3MIsiHY Ha e€ 1aj1o-
IIKK U 3aMeTuI1 IpyOble mpambl. Beabma cokuMana U pa3kuMaia KyJakd, BUIUMO HAJEsICh, YTO
OHH MPOMAIYT.

— Tl mpunuia, — npousHéc oW mbITasich MOAHATHCS, HO OOJb MPUTBO3AMIIA €T0 K MOy, —
S nyman Ham KoHel, a Thl Bcex cnacia. Cnacu0o.

— 51 3Hana cBO€ BpeMs U JOJKHOE CBOE s BBIIOJIHUTH ycCIesa, — OblIO BUJIHO, YTO CJIOBa
JAr0TCA i ¢ TpyaoM. — Thl TPOsIBIIT ce0st TOCTOMHO | HE XkaJies ceds, Apyrux odeperas. Tol BBION-
HWJI CBOH JIOJIT U ITyTh OTKPBLICS Mpes TOOOM.

— A ecnu 0661 MeHs yOunn? — mouHtepecosaics ot

— Torma TBOE mpenHa3HAuY€HUE JOCTATIOCh OBl APYTOMY, MO MaJIbYHK.

«Mo#t manpunk?! — Bo3mytmiicsa Jloitn. — Jla 3a koro oHa MEHsI IPUHUMAET, 3Ta JIeBYOHKa!
Ja s crapiie e€ J1eT Ha BOCEMB!» — a BCIIyX MPOU3HEC:

— A ckoinbko Tebe net?

— He roxxe 6maropogHomMy My>K4iHE TaKOH BOIPOC HEBUHHOM JieBe 3a/1aBaTh, — Lllaiina ynb16-
HYJIaCh, HO MOJIYYHJIOCh KaK-TO KUCIIO.

Jloiin nomneITancs NOIHATHCS, HO CBAJIMIICA Ha TEMIIbIE LIKYpPbI IPUOUTHIN O0JIbIO, TPOCTpPE-
JMBLIEH BCE €ro Teo.

— Tel ciuny nmoBpeaun cede U B CUIax sl IOMOYb, — Mpornena Beabma. — CHUMal oJexy,
CTECHEHbE 3/1€Ch HE K MECTY, — U OHA Hayaja IOMOraTh €My CTSTHMBaTh KOJIBUYTY BMECTE CO CTEra-
HBIM HaTEJIbHUKOM.

Jloiin nepeBepHysCS Ha KUBOT M OTKPBUT HA 0003pEHHE CBOIO IMUPOKYIO CIUHY. DTO OBLI
OJIMH CIUIOLTHOM TEMHBIN CUHAK. BenbMa npuiiokuiia K CIMHE CBOY PyKH M HaJaBuia, /{01 kpsk-
HYJI, HO BHe3aItHO 001k oTcTynuia. Jlous BopoHOB 1o Kpyry MaccupoBalia €ro CliiHy, 1 BO3HHKA-
IolIee 1oj €€ JIAJJOHAMHU TEIUIO BOJTHAMH pacTeKanoch Mo Bcemy Teiry. OH OYyBCTBOBAJ, KaK OHa
Ha/1aBUJIa Ha MIO3BOHOYHUK, Pa3ajics XpyCT U JbIIATh CTAJI0 HEMHOTO JIeTYe.

— CmeHmwM MecTo CBOE TBOM KOCTH, — ckaszana lllaiina, Bopasmsisi ouepentnoe pedpo, —
HO CJIOMJIEHHBIMH He OblIu OHU. Teneppb BcTaBaid, 10JIKHO CTaTh JiEerye.

Joiin nociymaincs u 0e3 Tpyaa MOAHAJICS, MONPbIraj U HAaKJIOHUJICS U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY.
OH mpoTsAHYN pyKy BEIbME M MOMOT €l BCTaTh. 3aTeéM OJeJICsl U BBICKOUMI Ha yauly. Benpma
BbLIE3JIA clieIoM. J[OWJT MOMOT € CIIyCTUTBCS, TaK KaK 3aMETHJI, YTO Y HEE C TPYAOM IEpEIBU-
ratorcsi Horu. OH OIVISAENICS: CO BUEpAILHEro Beuepa Majo 4TO M3MEHMJIOCH, BE3/I€ BaJSUINCh
MEPTBBIE T€Ja U CKOJIbKO UX HE BBIHOCWIIM, YJIMIIBI BCE paBHO OBLIM MPOCTO YCTJIAHbI TPYNaMHU.
JInmp BopoTa ObLIM HacmeX 3aBajieHbl MOJIOMaHHBIMU CTBOpKamMu Jia OpéBHamu. CTeHa MOKOCH-
Jach BO MHOYKECTBE MECT, KPBIIIU JJOMOB KaK BETPOM CAYJIO, & JUTHHHBIN IOM TPEICTABIISLT U3 ceOst
HarpomokaeHue OpépeH. oy mpoimén 4yTh-4yTh BIEpEN W MmovyBcTBOBaJ, uto Illainer Her
psnom ¢ HUM. OH 00EpHYJICS M YBUIEN, KaK JeBYIIKAa CKPBUIACh 32 CTEHOW pa3pyLICHHOH OaliHu.
Joiin nocnenosan 3a Hell. OH HawEN €€ cuaAIIel Ha KOJIEHAX U MOJIOKUBILEH PYKU KOPHU BEKO-
Boro ny0a. [Ipubnu3uBIINCE K HEM OH Mpuced Ha KOPTOUKH PSAJIOM C JIEBYILKOM.

— D10 TOXE TBOM 1y0, Tak?

OHa kuBHYJA.
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— 5l Tak 1 noHs1. K HEMy MepTBELbI HE CMOIVIM IMOAOWTH. S 3TO 3aMETHII ITEPEN TEM, KaK ThI
yCTpOMIJIa MECTHBII KOHEIl CBeTa. 3aMeTHI OBl paHblIe, 3aj1e3 Obl Ha HETO, a He Ha 3Ty OalrHro.

JleBylKa HUKaK HE OTpearupoBaa.

— W BCE ke OH MEH4 CIac: OH NOMMall MEHs, KOTa s MpoJsieTal MUMO, — JIOWIT 3a/1paj rojiopy
Y YBUJIEN TOPOKKY U3 TIOJIOMaHHBIX CYYKOB, TEPSIOLLYIOCS I7Ie-TO B KPOHE JIEpEBa.

OH HanpsAr 3peHue U 3aMETHJI TO, OT YEro €ro CepAlle BCTPENEHYIOCh: U3 TOJICTOrO CyKa
TOpYaj BEIbMUH HOX.

— IlogBuHBCS, — HOTECHUII OH BEIbMY M YXBATUJICS 3a HUKHUH CYK.

Jloiin ne3 BBepX MO MyTH BYEpaIIHEro najeHus. Uepe3 MUHYTY KIMHOK YK€ ObLT Yy HEro
B pykax. «Jla s BE3yHUHUK, YIIaCTh C TaKOI BBICOTHI U HE CBEPHYThH cebe 1meto», — [loiin nocMot-
pen BHU3, a OT TyAa Ha Hero B3upana [laiina, yxe nonusasueecs ¢ kojieH. OH noMaxai e€ pykoi
U nokasas Hox. CIycK 3aHsul B pa3bl OOJblie BpEMEHH, 4eM Buepa, Ho [loiin He cremmit. Oxa3aB-
IIMCh Ha 3eMJie, OH OTJall JAeBylIKe e€ HoK. OHa B3sla €ro, MOKPyTUIa KIIMHOK B PyKax U MpOTS-
HyJsa [onmny.

— OH cimy>uT Tebe JTydlie, 4eM MHE CIYXHWI. 5 pe3ana UM MsCO, Thl UM TBOPUJI CIIACEHUE.

— Ho oHn xe TBO#i. Tako#l MpUIMYHBINA KIMHOK HE MOXET OBITH MMPOCTHIM OPYKHEM.

— D10 OBUI HOX MOETO OTIa, Tereph ero Tede aapio . [Ipumu ero. Emé He pa3 cocimyxut
OH Tebe.

Jloiin He MOT OTKa3aTh B 3TOW MPOChOE, HO Mepes TeM, KaK IPUHATH KIIMHOK OH IPOU3HEC!

— Korna st yBuzmen tebsi cpenu TOIIBI MEPTBEILIOB, S PELIHI, YTO TO THI MPHUBENA BCIO ATY
opaBy. S cxxuMman B pyKe 3TOT HOX M moobemian cede BOTKHYTh ero Tebe mpomMex a3, — Jloiin
OITYCTHJI B3IJIfAJl, EMY CTaJIO OYEHb CTBIJIHO, 3a CBOM MBICJIH U CJIOBA.

— Byne 51 Ha TBOEM MecTe, a THI CTOS Ha THE, TO 5 yousa Obl TeOs1, He mayKasi HoXa, — YIIbIO-
HYJach JEBYLIKA. — 371€Ch HEYETO CThIAUTHCS, Mbl BCE HAa I'PaHU CMEPTH ObLIN, — HAPACIIEB IIPOU3-
Hecsa oHa. — bepu, — 1 TKHyJa pyKOSITbIO HOXKa MY B TPY/Ib.

Join npuHsa e€ moaapok, Ckajl B IpaBOM PYKE M 3aCyHYIJI B Camlor.

— Crnacu60, — mpou3HEC OH.

— laina! — pasnancs ckpumnmyuuii rosoc crapuka. — [llaiina! Tel 3mopoBa! — mpoxpurmnen oH. —
Bor, s Hamén TBOM muiam, 1aBai MpUMeEpPb.

Hoin pemnt ocTaBuTh UX HaeauHe. Ponureneit oHa, moxoxe, morepssia, 3HaYUT 3TO, CKO-
pee Bcero, €€ nea. OH omisHyNcs M yBuaed, kak HopToH ykyTbiBan e€ B miail, a Ha €€ Jule
CHUsJIa UCKpEeHHss ynblOKa. PemuB He memats uM, Jloin 3axoren HaiiTu bena, koToporo He Bueln
C caMoro Bedepa, Ho beH Hamén ero nepBeIM.

— JIOoW, sl XOAMII 32 CTEHY, NBITAJICS HAUTH OCTaHKK Toma, HO Tam €ro Tena U 3a TP JHS BCEil
JepeBHEN HE P3bICKaTh, — MoxkanoBasics ben. — Uto nenare-to, a?

— MbI HEe MOXKEM CUJIETh TYT €I1IE HEJENI0, HaM HY>KHO UATH AaJiblle. 3aBTpa yTPOM YXOAHUM.
[Tomonwmce 3a Toma, a s ckaxky [oHOpY, 9TOOBI €r0 JOCTOWHO TTOXOPOHWIIH.

— Xopomro. S 6yny codbuparscsi. ABOCh, MECTHBIE TIOACIATCS MPOBU3UEH, HAIlIa COJIOHWHA
el He roToBa.

— $ cnpomy y ctapocTsl. Ham MHOTO HE Ha/l0, Ha HEACIIO Ha ABOMX, a TaM NepeObEMCS Kak-
HUOY/b.

Jloiin BepHyscs B OALIHIO M TpU3aAyMalics: «3aBTpa OHU NOKUHYT JEPEBHIO, a UTO Jajblie?
Uro eciu 1o MyTH UX NMPUMYT 3a Ae3epTupoB? — Jloils1 HarHysaCsS M MOAHSI LUIEM. — DTO JIMII-
Hee, 1 Med, U muT. CTaHgapTHas SKUMMPOBKaA JiernoHepa. OT BCEro 3TOTo cienyeT H30aBUThC.
3ackpurnena nectHuna. 1o o0epHyscsS U YBUEN BEPHYBIIYIOCS B IOM BEIbMY.
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KoHel o3HakomuTtenbHoro doparmeHTa.

Tekct npenoctabien OO0 «JlutPecy.

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY UEIMKOM, KYIIMB IOJIHYIO JIeraabHy10 Bepcuto Ha JlutPec.

Bbe3omacHo omnarute KHUTY MO>KHO OaHKOBCKOM KapToit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cueta
MoOMIBHOTO TenedoHa, ¢ IIaTexHoro TepMunana, B caione MTC unu CsasHol, uepe3 PayPal,
WebMoney, Annexc.densru, QIWI Komenek, 60HyCHbIMM KapTaMH WU APYTrUM ynoOHbIM Bam

CIOCO0OOM.
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