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Mponor

—UYetsipe kpenoctu Bo3aABUTHYThI. Kak 1 nosenesan Koren HeucrtoBslii, — npousnéc OypeH,
CTapIIMi 30JYMil IPU UMIIEPATOPCKOM JIBOPE.

— bnaronapio Bac, uTo emé pa3 HaMOMHUJIM HaM 00 3TOM, — C SIBHBIM MPU3PEHHEM K HEMY
oOparuscs ['ynpod, renepan cenbMoro JeruoHa. — A Tenepb gaBaiiTe nepeiiém k 6onee BaKHbIM
BOIIPOCaM, KaCaroIIUMCH. ..

Ero peus npepBan HacTOH4MBBIN Kaiienb. ['yapod ¢ Hey10BOIBCTBUEM B3ISIHYI HA IPUYUHY
nryma. CTapuk-3014uil Kallljisul B KyJak, HO OT B3MVIs[la TeHepasia He YCKOJIb3HYA TOT (haKT, 4To
OypeH, coaporasch BCeM TEJIOM, BCE K€ BHUMATENIbHO CJIEeAUI 3a uMmneparopom. M kak Tonbko
CTapHK MoiMa B3NS BIaJbIKH, €T0 XBOPb MOMEHTAJIbHO MCUE3Ia.

— Bame CetneiimectBo! — ¢ mokionom obpatuics OypeH k ummneparopy. — [lpoctute Moo
HACTOHYHMBOCTb, HO 51 MPOCTO 00s3aH cKa3aTh BaM. [IposiBUTE CHUCXOXEHHUE, BBICIYyIIIAlTEe CTa-
puKa.

«Bor crapsrii ranéusim! — 3akunen ['ypaod. — 3a cenpIMu BOIOCaMU CKpBIBaeT Oecrpeaenb-
HYIO XUTPOCTh U HAIIIOCTh, a eni¢ Ha3biBaeT cedsa mynapernom! Hy, HHUUero, B 3ToM ropoje moixHo
TEMHBIX TEPEYIKOB, TJI€ €r0 MOTYT NOKUIATh KPYIHbIE HEMPUATHOCTH Ha ero 0opomy!»

HNmneparop Moa4a cMOTpEN Ha CTapUKa M HUKTO HE CMEJ MPEPBaTh 3aTSAHYBIIYIOCS Hay3y.
OHEpruuHbli, €/1Ba pa3MEHsBIIUNA TpeTHil aecaTtok Jlopmurep DilapuoH yKe CIIaBUICS CBOEH
MyapocTbio. HeoqHOKpaTHO OH mpUHUMAIN PELICHMs], BCS 3aTesl KOTOPBIX MOJHOCTBIO PACKPhIBA-
Jach MPOCTHIM OOBIBATENSIM JIHILb CITyCTS HECKOJIBKO JIeT. M BOT ceifuac OH cufeln, CJIOBHO BhICe-
YEHHBIN U3 KaMHsI, U Pa3MbIIUISLI, KAKOH CIeNaTh CIEYOUUN XOI.

— T'oBopu, — mpousnéc oH, u ['yprnod ycablman B310X 00IeryeHus CTapuka.

— Bame CemeiiiiecTBo, Kak BCeM HaM M3BeCTHO, KoreH 3aBenian XxpaHuTh Halle rocyaap-
CTBO OT Bcex ero BparoB. Korna oH npuka3an BO3BeCTH NEpBYIO TBepAbIHIO, Ckany Toppaxa...

— Crapuk, Tbl coBceM BbDKUI U3 yma! IlepBas TBepabiHs — 310 Kpona Akkapus, To MecTo,
TJI€ Thl HAXOAMIILCS B JAHHBIA MOMEHT. DTO Jlaxe AeTsaM u3BectHo! — ['ynpod ¢ mpuspenuem ycra-
BUJICS Ha 30114ero: «/len, moxoxe, TPOHYJCS YMOM Ha CTApPOCTH JIET. YK€ JaBHO ObLIO Mopa MOJbIC-
KHMBaTh €MY 3aMEHY B COBETE».

— Bbl, yBaxkaeMmblii reHepan, Mallo 4yuTaeTe KHUT. A eciu Obl Bac MHTEpECcOBasa UCTOPUS
HAIIIeTO TOCY/IapCTBa, TO BbI 3HAJH Obl, uT0 MMeHHO Ckaina Toppaka siBsieTcsl IepBoii TBEPAbIHEH,
C UbETro CTPOUTENHCTBA U HAYaIaCh UCTOPHS BO3BEICHUS MOJAOOHBIX KPEMOCTEH, — 304uil moyvan
€ro HaJIMEHHBIM T'0JIOCOM, CJIOBHO IE€PE] HUM CHJIE] HE COBETHHUK CaMOIr0 UMIIEPATOpa, a KaKou-
to mkossp. — [Ipocture, s npopomxky. Tak BoT, korna Koren npuka3zan Bo3sectu Ckany Toppaka,
OH 3HAJI, YTO PAHO WJIM MO3JHO TEPMAHIIbl BHOBb MOMbBITAIOTCS HAHECTH HaM BU3UT. U muib ObLT
BCTaBJICH B CTEHY MOCIEAHMI KaMEeHb, KaK €ro JI0raJika orpaBaaiach: TEpMaHIlbl, cOOpaB OeccuéT-
HOE BOICKO, ABUHYAUCh Ha Hac. Ckana Toppaka Torga caepskana uX MONYMINA UM TOJOCIHEBIINE
BOBpPEMsI JOOIECTHBIE JIETHOHBI TPOTHAJIM BPAaroB ¢ HAIINX 3eMenb. McTopust TpeTbel TBepAbIHU —
bank-Xapnel, nunentuuna cyap6e Ckambl, pa3inure Juillb B HamaaaBmux Ha Hac BparoB. C Kpo-
HOI 1 Manuccoil Bcé u tak noHstHo. Kpona — cepaue umnepuu, a Manucca — BOCTOUHbIE BpaTa
B Haily crpany. Ho, ectpb emé koe-uto. Ecth emé onno 3aBenianue Korena, koropoe Mbl pomny-
CTUJIM MUMO yLIEH.

— W 4to e ckazan Moit mpeaok?

«[Ipoxnsareiii crapukan! Teneps Hamemy ceriomy Jlopmurepy craigo uHTtepecHo! UToO
Te0s uepBu coxxpanu!» — I'ympod.

— Cesepy HyxHa 3amura. Kamens u cuna.

— Ot xoro? — ynuBuics umneparop. — Ha ceBepe, Kak st 3Ha10, TOIBKO OJICHEBOIbI 1a KUTOOOH.
3ayeM HaM HY’KHA TaM KpernocTh?
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— Koren ne ckazan. Ho, oH mpou3HOCHI TIOAO0HBIE CIOBa, KOTJA JCJIO0 KacaloCh KaKIOU
u3 TBepAbIHb. U yKe cyliecTBoBaHUE TPEX TBEPAbIHb U3 YETHIPEX cebs onpaaao. Bame Ceer-
JIEMIECTBO, HE 51 IPUyMaJl 3TU CJIOBA. S BBIYMTAN UX B OHOM U3 KHUI, HATUCAHHOW JIETOIIUCLIEM
Korena. U ecniu Tam ecTh 3T ClIOBa, 3HAYUT, TaK OHO U ObUT0. BB ke 3HaeTe, Balll Mpe10K HUKOTAA
HE IIyCKaJ CJIOBA Ha BETEp.

— 3Haro, — MoCcJe NMPOJOHKUTEIHLHOIO MOTYaHMsI OTBETHII UMIieparop. — Bel npeanaraere
BO3BECTH €IIE OHY TBEPABIHIO?

— Ha. Ho, e mpocto tBepabIHI0. Koren ckazan «Kamens u cuiny». [IoHSTHO, 4TO KaMEeHb —
3TO KpemnocTh. A cuina... S gymato, cuna — 310 Marusi. OH XOTeNn YCHUJIMTD 3Ty KPEernocTh Maramu,
BOT YTO $ IyMaro.

— Bpen! Dto nonnerii 6pen! OypeH, BBl XOTUTE MOCTPOUTH MOTYUYIO KPETIOCTh Ha CaMOM
Kparo ceBepa, J1a eli€ BbICTaBUTh B HEM rapHU30H MaroB? Bel coBceM u3 yma BeDKMIM? Y Hac
JICHET HE XBaTaeT Ha COAEPKaHUE apMUH, a BbI XOTUTE OpocaThCsi TOpaMy 30J10Ta JIUIIb JUIsl TOTO,
YTOOBI CAaMOMY BO3BECTH €Il€ OfHY KpenocTb. Kpenocts nMenu Bac! Ot koro Ham 3amuiiarbcs
tam? OT Mopckux cBune? Mnu ot oneneBonoB? A caemnain nist ce0st BBIBO, UTO BBl HE IOHUMAECTE,
o uém rosopute. Ham He Hy’KHa 3Ta KpErnocTh, XOTh OHA Oy/IeT TPUK/Ibl OOJbIle JTI000M Apyroi
TBepAbIHU. CIKOHOMIIEHHBIE Ha €€ BO3BEJIEHUU CPEJICTBA JYyYllle IyCTUTh Ha HYXbl apMUU WIN
¢uoTa.

— I'enepait, BbI HE IOHUMAETE. ..

— 10 BBl HE TOHMMaeTe! Bl oTKananu rje-To B b KaKHE-TO HEMTOHSITHBIE CII0BA O 3aIIUTE
ceBepa. Ckaxure MHe, OypeH, CKOJIBKO MPOILIO BpEMEHU ¢ TeX nop, koraa Koren npousnéc ux?
51 Bam oTBeuy: Oosnblie ThiCSuM JeT! bonbliie ThICAYM JIET NPOILIO € TEX MOp, KaK BETUKUN UMIIe-
parop pacnopsauiICs MOCTPOUTh KPENOCTb, OH 3a 3T TO/lbl TaK HUYETo U He npousouuio. Hukro
HE IPUILET C CEBEpa, HUKTO HE HaIlajl Ha HaC U3 CHEIOB.

— Ycnokoiitecs, ['ypiiod, — moréccs 10 HEro pa3MEpPEeHHBIN ToIoc uMIeparopa. — 5 odeHsb
OnarogapeH BaMm, 4TO Bbl Tak 3a00TUTECH 0 Ka3He. Ho mpoury, mycTh Ka3HON 3aHUMAETCs Ka3HaveH,
CTPOUTENILCTBOM 30/14Mi1, a BOWHOM reHepai. CTpaHOM e IpaBUTh T0JDKEH umnepaTop. 1 umMeHHo
UMIIEPaTOp JODKEH NPUHSATH PEIICHNE, CTPOUTD HIIH HEe CTPOUTh, — ['yprmod nobnennen, a JJopmu-
rep, TEM BPEMEHEM, CHSUI C TOJIOBBI CBOKO KOPOHY. — MOM IpeaoK Co31all 3Ty CTpaHy, — IPOU3HEC
OH, BepTs €€ B pyKax U MpoOys MajblieM Ha OCTPOTY KaXIblii 3 ABEHAIIATH 3yOoB. — I 6110 OB
HECIIPaBEUIMBO C HACMEIIKOM OTHOCUTBCS K €ro CJIOBaM. ECIIM OH Tak cKa3aj, BO3MOKHO, OH 3HAJI
ropaszo 0osblile, 4eM ceiyac 3HaeM Mbl, — UMIIEPATOP BEPHYJI CUMBOJI BJIACTH Ha FOJIOBY ¥ IOCMOT-
pen B maza ['yprnody. — Bbl, reHepas, oTmpasiseTech Ha CeBep U NMpoBeNETE pa3BeaKy. Brl moa-
TOTOBUTE MECTHOCTh K MPUOBITHIO cTpouTelneil u obecneunte uM OezomacHoctb. OypeH, BaM s
JIalo MOJIT0/1a Ha TO, YTOOBI cOOpaTh HEOOXOAUMBIX JIFOAEH /17151 BO3BEACHUS ATOM KpenocTH. Tak xxe
BbI OyzieTe coTpyaHHYaTh ¢ apxumaroM TepeBucoM. OH MOMOKET BaM B MarMyecKHUxX BOIpOCaXx.
Apxumar, — uMIeparop nepeBen B3I Ha €lI€ OHOTO CTapuKa, — Bbl JOJDKHBI OyJeTe BbIOpaTh
MaroB, ¢ KOTOPbIMH U [TOE/IETE Ha CTPOUTENBCTBO Yepes noirona. 3onunii OypeH yuTéT Bce Balliu
MOXKEJIAaHUSI OTHOCUTENILHO Marnyeckou MpeipacioiokeHHOCTH HOBOM TBepAbiHU. MTak, ams Bac
TPOUX CErOJIHSAIIHEE 3aceiaHre OKOHYEeHO. [Iponty npucTynarh K BHIIOTHEHUIO MOETO OPYUYEHHUS.

I'ypnod nonusncs B HenoymeHuH. «IIpOKsAThI cTapykaH HE TOJBKO YrOBOPUJI CamMOIo
uMIepaTopa Ha 3To 0e3yMCTBO, Tak €ll€ U MeHs NOoACTaBWI. Tenepb MpUAETCS A0XKUBATH OCTa-
TOK CBOMX JHEH Ha ceBepe. UEPTOB moaxanum» — MbICIEHHO MpokyinHaid oH Oypena. OH BblLIEN
U3 3aj1a 3aceJaHuil 1 00epHyICs. 3a HUM CJe10BaJl 03a/1a4€HHBIN apXuMar, a 3aMbIKaJl IPOLECCUI0
caMm 30/14Mii, CKBO3b pacTpénanHyio 00poy KOTOPOro nMpoduBaiach moOe10HOCHas YIbIOKa.
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1. KneTtka

W3 ero rpyau BBIPHIBAIMCH XPHITBI, €0 HOTH TOPENIA OT YCTAIOCTH, HO OH HE MOT OCTaHO-
BUTHCSA. OCTAaHOBHUTHCS — 3HAYUT yMepeTh. Ha ero myTw BO3HHMK MepTBell, OyATO TYCTOW TyMaH
cam nopoui ero. CTeH Ha X0y 3aHEC KJIEBEIl HaJl TOJIOBOU ¥ yIapwil ero, 4ro 0buto cuil. KocTh
XpyCTHYJIA, YCTYIIHB B TIPOYHOCTH JK€JIe3y, U MEPTBEIl MOBAIHJIICS HA MSTKHUE, MOKPBITHIE MXOM
koukd. CTCH MEepeKyBBIPKHYJICS Yepe3 CTBOJ IMOBAJICHHOTO JiepeBa U onisHyJCsS. CKBO3b Oeiryro
NIEJICHY TO TYT, TO TaM BHJIHEIHMCH OYCPTAHUS PACKAYMBAIOIIMXCS TeJl. M XOTh OHHM TOCTOSITHHO
CHIOTHIKQJIMChH U MAJAJIA OH TIOHUMAJI, YTO ATy TOHKY €My He BBIMTpaTh. OH CILTIOHYJ ¥ TIOAHSIICS
Ha HOTH. BHE3amHo B €ro CIMHY BICTIHINCH XOJOAHBIC pykH, 1 CTEH C pa3BOpOTa yAapvil HAIlaB-
IeTO Ha HETO MEPTBEIa JIOKTEM, BJIOXKHB B yJIap BCIO CBOIO 310CTh. HeKMBOE TEIIO MOTEPSIIO paB-
HOBECHE U KyBBIPKHYJIOCH Yepe3 OpeBHO, Yepe3 KOTOPOE TOIBKO YTO mepeBanmics oH caM. CTeH
pa3sMaxHyJICsS CBOM JIFOOMMBIM MOJIOTKOM ¥ Pa3MOKHII YEPEITYIIKY OOMTunKy. TEMHAs Kika pas-
JIeTeNach BO BCE CTOPOHBI, HO CTEH yXUTPHIICS YBEPHYTHCS OT JICTSIINX B HETO Kanesb. OH pa3Bep-
HYJICSI K BHOBB ITO0€KaJl CKBO3b TormH. KopoTKasi mepeIpIiiKa mpuaia eMy CHl, HO HOTH BCE TaK ke
ObLTH OOBSITHI BHYTPSHHUM IIaMeHeM. «ENIé HEMHOTO U OHU OTKaXKyT», — PEIIWI OH, B O4epE/I-
HOM pa3 CIOTKHYBIINCH U HEIPHYB B JICJTHYIO OOJIOTHYIO KIKY. OH XJICOHYIT BOJUITBI M TIOAHSIICS,
MOTSTUBASCH PYKOU 32 KAKOE-TO TOHKOE JICPEBIIE.

Bokpyr 6pomwim BocctaBmme u CTeH, BOCIIONB30BaBITUCh HEOXKHIAHHOW TMEPEIBIITKOM,
OTIISIICIICS, pellias, Ky/ia Ha 3TOT pa3 eMy cBepHyTh. C TeX Mop, KaKk OH IMOKUHYJI CBOUM OTPsi, OH
MOT TOJILKO HAQJICATHCS, UTO YBEN 32 COOOM BCEX, HITH XOTS OBI OOJIBIIYIO YacTh MepTBeIoB. OH caM
ce0e clenal MpuroBop, a TeIephb y HETo MOSBHIIACH HAICKIA, YTO OH BCE JKE CMOXKET BBIOPATHCS
oTcroa )kuBbIM. Ho ¢ KaxIbIM THEM OHA Tasijia: HEMPOHUIIACMbBIH TyMaH IMOKPBIBAJ 00JI0TA U JJake
COJTHEUHBIC JTyYH HE MOTJIA MPOOUTHCS CKBO3b 3Ty Oenécyro creny. OH He MOT OIPEICINTh, B KAaKOU
CTOpPOHE ceBep, a B Kakoi for. ConHIa, KaK U 3BE3M, HE OBUIO BHIHO, J1a U MOX POC TIOBCIOMY,
HE BBIOMpAas HUKAKUE CTOPOHBI JPEBECHBIX CTBOJIOB. 3a MOJITOpPA AHS CKMUTAaHUN IO 00JI0TaM OH
CBOpAUYMBAJ YK€ THICSIIY pa3, HO TaK M HE HAIIEI BBIXOJIA U3 CMEPTEBHOTO JabupuHTa. Ero Moot
POOWIT IECATKH THUJIBIX TOJIOB, & POTUBHUKOB HE CTAHOBWIIOCH MeHbIe. OHU Opoamiu Be3Je,
Kyaa nagain ero B3 u CTeH Oexan Tyaa, Tae ux ObLJI0 MEHbIIIE.

B miepBEIil 1eHB OH JyMaJ, 94TO KUTh €My OCTAJIOCh CYATAHHBIC YaChl, HO HACTYITWJIA HOYb,
Y OH 3aMETHJI, UYTO MEPTBEIIBI, OOBSITHIC XOJIOHBIM TYMAHOM, BEIIyT c€0s1 O0JIee BsI0, Y4eM OOBIYHO.
Onu Opocarch Ha HETO JIUIIH B TOM CITydae, €CJIM OH IMOIXOIMI K HUIM COBCEM BIPUTHIK. [loaTomy
OH TIepeOWIT BOKPYT ce0sl KaK MOKHO OOJIbIIIE BOCCTABIIUX M CIIOKOWHO MPOCHIIET Ha TICHEUKE
HECKOJIBKO YaCcOB, BCE e HE PENIasich 3aCHYTh. DTOTO BPEMEHH €My XBaTHIIO, YTOOBI XOPOIICHHKO
BOCCTaHOBHTBH CHWJIBI, HO TENEPh OH BHOBb ObUT Ha rpanu. CTEH y)Xe BBHIKUHYI IIHT, TaK KaK TOT
CTaJI CITMIITKOM TsDKEN. OH yXKe MOyMbIBaT U30aBUTHCS M OT KOJIBYYTH — BCE-TAKH MOJICOTHH (YyH-
TOB XOPOIIIO MOBJIHASIIN ObI HA BEIHOCIUBOCTh, HO YTO-TO OCTAaHABIMBAJIO €T0 OT MIPHHSTHS TAKOTO
pelICHHUS.

CreH 3aMeTHII, YTO OIMH M3 MEPTBEIOB MOJOMEN K HEMY CIUIIKOM OJu3K0. OH MOIHSIICS
U pa3HEC TOMY Yepen CHIBHBIM yaapoM. Kieer oH Bceraa epkai B pyke, HAKUHYB Ha 3aIsCThe
pEMEIIOK, YTOOBI HU B KOEM Cllydae He MoTepsaTh opyxue. OH eme pa3 0OCMOTpPENCS U BhIOpa
HarnpasieHre. CTeH CHOBa MOMYAJICS MO OOJIOTHBIM KOYKaM, €CITH 3TO CJIOBO BOOOIIIE OBLIO MpUMe-
HUMO K ero ckopocTH. OH IPOCTO TANTWICS YyTh-9yTh OBICTPEE, YEM €T0 HETOPOILIUBBIC MTPECIIe-
noBared. BOT TONBKO 3TH caMble MpeciieoBaTeI He HYKIAIHUCh B OTIBIXE, U OH 3TO MPEKPACHO
nounmMan. «EmeE 9yTe-4yTh, U s OTCIONA BBIOCPYCH», — MOA0AIpUBall OH ce0sl, HO BpeMs IO,
a 060J10TO Ka3anoch OeCKOHEUHBIM. Tak MOAXOAMI K KOHILy BTOPOH JIeHb ero Oy aaHuii mo 60mo-
TaM, CKUTaHUI MEXIy MyTHBIMHU CHITy3TaMH JCPEBbEB U OETCTBY OT OECITONIATHOTO Bpara.
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CreH noBepHyJICS ¥ 3aMETHII, YTO KOJIMYECTBO MPECIIEOBABIINX €T0 MEPTBEL[OB BO3POCIIO.
On mpubaBui X0my, HO TYyT €My CHOBA MPHIUIOCH CBEPHYTh, TAK KaK MyTh MEPEropoausia ode-
penHas Tonna MEPTBBIX. W mOKa KOJIbIIO MEPTBELIOB €II€ HE YCIIENIO0 COMKHYThCS, OH MOJHAXal
U YCIell BBIPBATHCS M3 OKPY)KEHHs 1mouT 0e3 0os. Tenepp 3a ero cnuHO# oOpa3oBanach Ienas
TOJIIA HEKUTH, U OH BCTIOMHUJI CBOM MEPBBIH JICHb OITy>KIaHus 110 OooTam.

Torna oH meTIIsiI MEXIY TPSCHHAMHU U MEPTBEIIbL, TUIIEHHBIE CIOCOOHOCTH 0OXOIUTH CMEp-
TEJIbHBIC JIOBYIIKH, MOMAad B HUX JIECATKAMH, TEM CaMbIM AaBas (opy yOeraromieMy OT HUX
XKUBOMY uesoBeKy. Ho Tenepb ero okpy»xasa JIMIIb 10 IUKOJIOTKY 3aTOIIEHHAs 3€MJIsl, TIOKPbI-
Tasi HACKBO3b IIPOMOKIIMM MXOM, M €My 0CTaBajach JIMIIb OHO — Oexarb. M oH Oexain, crapasch
YBEJIMYUTH PACCTOSHUE MEXy COOON U ero 0€3MOIBHBIMU FTOHYMMH. «J{0 HOUM HaJ0 KaK MOYXHO
CUJIBHEE OTOPBAThCSI OT HUX, — KPYTUJIach B €r0 roJI0Be MbICb. — Houb prHECET MHE criaceHUe».
Ho, noxoxe, on ommubancs. HeBunumoe CoiHIIE CKIOHWIOCH 3a TOPU3OHT, a TOJINa MEPTBELIOB
Jla’ke He coOMpanach OCTaHaBIMBaThCs. [10Xoxke, COMBIINCH B OTPOMHYIO Ky4y, Ha HUX MIepecTaa
JeficTBOBaTh Marusi HOYHOro TymaHa. CTeH Hauyaj 3aMeyarb, YTO PAaCCTOSIHUE MEXAYy HUM U €ro
IpeciieoBaTeNIMU Hadano cokpamarbesi. OH BC€ O0blilie CIOThIKAJICA B TEMHOTE, @ BOT MEPTBE-
1aM ObUIO BCE paBHO — HOUBIO OHU 1M TaK k€ 00Apo, KaK U JTHEM.

[IepBrlii, 1OOpaBIIKIiCS O HETO BOCCTABIINMA, TOJYUYNI MOJIOTOM B BUCOK. KOoCTh XpycTHYa,
mepTBen ymnai, a CTeH npoaomkui cBo€ 6ercrBo. Horu HbuM oT 60iH, HO cTpax OBITH 32)KHBO
ChEJIEHHBIM BBIKMMAJ U3 HETO MOCIEAHNUE CUIIbI, U BOJIEH-HEBOJIEH OH mponoykan o6exarb. Emy
HABCTPEUY BBICKOUMIIN cpa3y Tpoe MEPTBBIX. OJHOTO OH yAapui M0 rojoBe, TOBTOPHO OTIPABIIAsS
TOTO Ha TOT CBET, CJIEIYIOIIErO TOJKHYJ PYKOSITbIO, @ TPETHETO IMONBITAJICS IPOCKOUUTH. X0JIOIHAS
pyka MEPTBOM XBaTKOM BLIEMJIACH B €r0 CBAJISBLIMECS BOJOCHI U MOTsAHYNA Ha3aj. CTeH mosep-
HYJICSI, IEPEXBATUII €70 PYKY U IEPHYI Ha ceOs. OHa OTOpBasiach OT Tela U MOBUCIIa MEPTBBIM T'PY-
30M, noka CTeH BKOJIauMBaJI B TOJIOBY Bpara cBoit mosnot. Cpa3uB Bpara, OH u30aBHIICS OT OTBpa-
TUTEJILHOTO NIOAapKa U MMOBEPHYJICS, YTOOBI TPOAOIIKUTE OETCTBO, HO HE TYT-TO OBLIO: 11€J1asi OpaBa
HEKUTU HAJBUrajach Ha HEro ¢ Tol cTopoHbl, U CTE€H CHOBA CBEPHYJ, MbITAsICh HANTU BEPHBIN
IyTbh U3 3TOM JTOBYIIKU. UbU-TO PyKH CXBAaTHJIU €TO 32 IJIEU0, HO OH Ja’K€ HE OCTAHOBUJICS — JIMILb
NEPHYJICS BHEPE U yCIBIIIAN XPYCT JOMAOLIMXCs nanbleB. CKpIOYEHHbIE KUCTH BCE Yallle Melb-
Kaju nepeq ero aunoM u CTeH Hadall IOHUMaTh, YTO Ha 3TOT pa3 oH nonajics. He octanaBnuBasce,
OH HaHEC yaap MO BBHICKOYMBILEMY M3-3a JIepeBa MepTBelly. TOT ymal, HO €ro MecTo 3aHsul Apy-
rov. Emé oqun yaap mo ouepeaHo rojoBe, U CICAYIONINN TPOTUBHUK MOBEpkeH. CTEH KUHYJIICA
B OCBOOOAMBILHUICS OT MEPTBELIOB KOPUIOP, HO U TYT €ro kjana Heygaya. OH, HE OCTaHaBJIMBA-
sIChb, Bpe3ajicsl B MEPTBOIO U TOT CBAJIMJICS K ero HoraMm. Ero camor Bpesascsi B BUCOK BOCCTAaB-
1IETO, el yap — ¥ THUJIas ToJIoBa pasjeTenach Ha Kycouku. CTeH pa3BepHYJICS U HE IS, MaxX-
HYJ pYKOH ¢ 3a)kaThIM B Hell KiieBleM. Cpa3y TpH LI€JU BCTPETUINCH Ha €r0 MyTH, HO JIMILb OJIHA
U3 HUX CBAJIWIACh Ha 3eMutio. OH pelui NpuHATh 00, CBOM mocieanuii 6oi. Ero kynak ¢ xpyctom
BbIOWJ 3yObl HamasleMy MepTBely. HexxuBoe Tenno omiereno Has3al, a €ro MeCcTo 3aHsUI CIeayIo-
Ui BOCCTaBIIMK. MOJIOT MOJTHHEHN PaccEK BO3AYX, pacKaJbIBasi YEpPEIyLIKy Bpary, HO HE ycnen
CreH oTapIILIATHCS, KAK HOBAs L1€7Ib BO3HUKIIA NTepes I1a3aMu. CTeH 3a0pal ¥ BOTHaJ KIIIOB KJIEBLA
B BHCOK 0e33yO00My MepTBeIly, BRIICPHYI ero u Hanéc emé ymap, u emé, u eme. CTeH KpuJai,
phIyai, OUJI MOJIOTOM, pyKaMH U HOTaMH, U OTCTYIIAJ [10J] HEMPEKPAIIAIOIUMCs HallopoM TBapei.
OH OuJIcs Tak, KaK HUKOTrAa emié He OMiICcs, HO MOHUMAJ, YTO MMOOEIUTh HE CMOXKET.

— Hy, naBaii! Bo3emu mensi! Otponbe! — opasi OH HACTYMAIOIIMM HA HETO Pa3jiararoInuMcCs
Tpymnam. — Bot oH s! YUrto, cnabo?! — cipocuit oH y MEPTBOTO ¢ MPOJIOMIICHHBIM YE€pPEIoM, TT03Ha-
KOMUBILIUMCS C €T0 JIFOOUMBIM OpPYKHEM.

Ero Hora ynépnace B nexxadee 6peBHO. CTeH 00epHYIICS Ha MTHOBEHHUE U YBUJIE, UTO C3aIH
HET0 HUKOT'O HET, U OH NMPUHSIICS HAHOCUTD yAaphl 10 HAUPAIOIIKMM Ha HEro MEPTBBIM. Yaap, yaap,
emé ynap! Kaszanocek, um HeT koHUa, U kieBel CTeHa Bcerga HanéT cebe oueperHylo roJoBY,
KOIZIa MpaK MOpOJIMI eIy Opay BparoB. IIIOTHON CTEHON OHM HAaBaJWIMCh HA YK€ OCAXKIAI0-
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mux CreHa BOCCTaBIIMX, a T€ B CBOIO ouepeab cBaIUIuCh Ha CteHa. CTeH noTeps paBHOBECHE,
MaxHyJ pyKaMu U yIiaj, CIIOTKHYBIINCH O OPEBHO, 10 3TOTO JieKallee noj ero HoraMu. OH BCKO-
Y Ha HOTHU U YK€ cOOMpaJcs 3aI0pOro OTAaTh CBOIO JKU3Hb, KaK BAPYT MOHSIL, YTO OKPY KHUBILIKE
€ro MepTBellbl, HE B CHJIaX K HEMY NPUOAN3UThCS. OH OIVISAEICS — CO BCEX CTOPOH €ro 00CTy N
MEPTBBIE, THYIINE K HEMY CBOM KPUBBIE PYKH, HO JIaXke TO, YTO HA HUX JIaBUJIU JIECATKU CBOUX K€,
HE 03BOJISTIO UM MPOUTU CKBO3b HEBUAMMBIN Oapbep. OHM 4yBCTBOBAJIU €r0, MIETKAIHN 3y0aMu
¥ W3/aBajiy cliabble CTOHBI, HO HE MOIIH ocTaTth CTeHa M3 ero HEBUANMON KIETKHU. « S cnaces,
HO IMOnajcsh», — MoayMall OH, OCMOTPEB CBOM MATOUYEK 3emiid. IMEHHO 3emiin, Tak Kak OOJbIIyIO
4acTh COCTaBJIsLIAa CyXas [OYBa, XOTS JIy’KULAM TO)KE HalIoch MecTo. OH OTAbIIIAJICSA, a 3aTeM
NOJOIIEN K TOJIIE, OKpYy KuBLIEH ero. CTeH Bpe3a 0JHOMY BOCCTABILIEMY B UEIIOCTh, M TOT OTLIAT-
HYJICSI Ha3a/l, HO TYT K€ MOJAJICsl BIEPE, BHITOIKHYTHIM TOIMON IPYrUX, TAKUX Ke MEPTBBIX, KaK
u oH. Korjia oH OTKpBLI pOT, TO MOTEPST KYCOK OTIIOMaHHOM YETIOCTH.

—Yto0? Beikycun? — cupocui ero CreH.

OH IUII0HYI B JIMIO YyJOBUIILY U MOILIEN HA JPYTYIO CTOPOHY cBoel KineTku. «[IpumepHo ase
Ha JIBE CaKEHU, — [IOJICUNTA OH. — A nocepenuHe nexb. [loxoxe, 51 31ech B 0€3011aCHOCTH, OTA0X-
HYTb YTO JIM?» — MEJIbKHYJIa MBICIIb B €I0 YCTaBILIEH TOJIOBE, U OH CE€J Ha 3€MJII0, IPUBAIUBILUCH
CIIMHOM K IIEHBKY, ¥ 3aKpbUI IJ1a34.

OTKpBLI OH UX TOJBKO TOT/IA, KOJIa BOKPYT YK€ PACCBEIIO.

— Bot 310 5 B3apeMHyn! — cka3as oH, oOpalasch K CBOMM OECHOKOMHBIM CIIyIIATENIsIM. —
A BBI 4ero He cnuTe? — 3a7a71 OH OECCMBICICHHBIN BOITPOC, HA KOTOPHIN caM ke 1 oTBeTWl, — Jla
IIOTOMY, YTO BbI BCE CIIOXJIU.

Juém CreH 3aMeTHII IpyrHe OCOOCHHOCTH ATOTO MecTa. Ero Kpyr ObLT BBUIOKEH U3 CPyO-
JICHHBIX OpEBEH, KOTOPBIE CKPEIUUTUCH MEXKAY COOOH KeJIe3HBIMU CKOOaMu, HO, HE MTPOCTBIMHU —
Ha KaX10# OBIJIO yTOJIIIEHHE, a Ha HEM BBIOWTA pyHA.

— KonnoBckoii 3HaK, — MpoIlenTail OH, BHUMATEIbHO OCMATPUBAasi CBOIO HAaXOJIKY.

BoIpbiBaTh 13 1epeBa Kene3Ky OH Tak U HE peluuiics, 00sCh HAPYIIUTh EIOCTHOCTD €T0 CIia-
cutenbHOro mmrTa. OH pa3BepHYIICS K ITHIO, BBICOTOW He Oosee TpéX (yToB, M YBUIEHT, YTO HA TOM
TOX€E BBIPE3aHbl Marndeckue CuMBOJIbl. C TPEX CTOPOH OH OBbLIT MPUKPHIT UCTEPTOM TKAHBIO, 3aTO
yeTBEpPTAs MpeacTaga nepes HUM Bo Becel kpace. CTEH 0JIro paccMarpuBall CUMBOJIBI, HO, CaMO
co0O0M, HUYEro MOJIE3HOTO U3 HUX IS ce0st He U3BJIEK. 3aTO OH CyMEl OTIPENIEIHUTh, YTO CKOJIOUEHO
3TO COOpY>KE€HHE OBLIO HE TAaK YK U JABHO, MOXKET TOJl, MoaTopa Hazaa. OH moOpoaui 1o CBoei
HEBUJMMOM KJIETKE, MbITasiCh HANTH YTO-HUOY b €II€, HO TaK HUYEro MPUMEYaTeIbHOTO HE OOHa-
pyxwui. Torna oH pewni 3aHsAThCSI U3yYEHHUEM MEPTBELIOB.

— Tak, KT0 U3 Hac Xo4eT ObITh IepBhIM? — cripociut CteH Toiry. OTBETOM eMy OBLIIO IPYKHOE
Mblyanue. — Bee xorute? Hy nagHo, y MEHsS BpeMEHH MHOTO.

On 3aHéc HaJI TOJIOBOM MOJIOT M ¢ pa3Maxy BOTHAJI €r0 B MaKyIIKy BRIOPAHHOMY UM J00pO-
BoJiblly. OT yaapa y TOro NoJKOCHUIMCh KOJIEHKH M OH YTajl MOJ HOI'M CBOMX TOBapHILEH, cropa-
IOLIUM OT HETEepIeHUs 3aHATh ero mecto. CTeH cTép C JIMla BOHIOUYIO IUIOTh, Pa3jIeTEeBIIYIOCS
BO BCE€ CTOPOHBI, KOIJ]a T0JIOBa BOCCTABIIETO JionHyaa. «Hano MEHSITh TaKTHUKY», — PELIU OH.
CreH nepeBepHy: KJIEBEL APYyroil CTOPOHON U CIIEAYIOLEMY MEPTBELY BOTKHYJI €TI0 B T'OJIOBY KITIO-
BOM. JKese3Hbli MMM JIETKO IPOOMIT yepen U BOWEN B JI0O A0 OCHOBaHUS. Tenepp yKe OKOHYa-
TEJIbHO MEPTBOE TEJO OCENO0 Ha KoJieH! U CTeHy He MPUIIOCH IPUJIAraTh yCUINH, 4TOObI BTAIIUTh
ero B Kpyr. Kak HU cTpaHHO, IMIIEHHOMY KM3HM MEPTBELlY HE CTOMJIO TpYyJa Iepecedb HEBUIU-
MBI Oapbep. CTeH nmoTackai Teo MO Pa3HbIM YacTSIM CBOEH KIIETKH, a 3aT€M pelIn n30aBUThHCS
OT HEro, Tak ¥ He JOOMBIIMCH HUKAKMX MAarn4ecKux MPOsBICHUM OT mpoaenaHHOW paboTbl. OH
nepeOu pyKd U HOTM MEPTBEILY M BBIKMHYJ X B TONIY. Ty/1a jk€ OTIPAaBUIIOCH CTAaBIlIEE HAMHOIO
Jerye TeJo.

CreH noxoAus o NepuMeTpy U MOMUI BOJbI U3 JIyKHU, IPEIBAPUTEIILHO BHIMBIB PYKHU B JIpy-
roii. OH 00yMan cBOM JAajibHEHIINE AEMCTBUS U PELINICS Ha OYEHb PUCKOBaHHBIN miaH. CTeH
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nepexBaTui KJIeBel 00eMMH pyKaMu, 3aHEC €ro HaJ| roJ0BOM U C CaMOro pa3mMaxa BOH3WJI KIIIOB
B KITIOUHMILY OUYepeIHOMY MepTBelly. JKene3Hbli mum BOmEN IITyOOKO B TEJI0 BOCCTABILETO, @ MOJIOT,
HECYIIH B ce0e OrpOMHYIO CHITY yapa, IepeMosIod eié HeCKOJIbKO peédep Ha CBOEM Iy TH. MepT-
BEl[ CBAJIMJICS Ha KOJIeHU U CTEH PBIBKOM pEIINJI BTAIUTh €r0 B KPYT.

— Wnu-ka crona! — KpsKHYJ OH, IIBITAsACh BTAIIUTh MEPTBELIA.

Ho tot kxak Oyaro ynépces B CTeHy M HE JKeJlaj CIBUHYTHCS HU Ha AroiM. CTEH Hampsr Bce
CBOM MBIIIIBI U M30 BCEX CHJ AEPHYI KieBel. Pasmancs XpycT W KIIOB, pas3jioMaB yLEJIEBIINE
pEOpa, BBIJIETEN U3 TeJa, OCTABIISASA HA MECTE CEp/illa OTPOMHYIO PBAHYIO paHy.

— YOuu, — npou3Hec OH, JIEkKa Ha 3eMJIe M BUIS, KaK U3 CTOSIETO Ha KOJICHSIX TeJla BHIBAJIU-
BalOTCsI BHYTPEHHOCTH. MepTBel OCTOSA TaK HEMHOTO, @ 3aTe€M IMOAHSUICS, BCTAB B CTPOU, HUYYTh
HE OTOpUEHHBIN HOBOW OTPOMHOI1 JpIpe B cede. — [loutu, — pazoyapoBanHo no6aswin CTeH.

Emé HeckonbKo pa3 OH IbITAJICS BTAHYTh MEPTBELIA BHYTPb KPyra, HO IIOCJE TOro, KaK €ro
CaMoro 4yTh HE yTalllUJIU B TOJIY, OH MEpecTall UCHBIThIBATh Cyb0y. Korna yxe cremHeno, oH
pemuna jeysb cnarb. VMIMEHHO jieub, a HE B3APEMHYTbh, ONUPAACh O MEHb, KaK BUepa. 3aCHyJ OH
OBICTPO M MPOCHYJCS TOJIBKO TOINa, Korja paccBeno. OH He MOT MOHSTh, KOTOPBIM ceiyac ObLI
yac, Tak Kak He00, COKPBITOE I'yCThIM TyMAaHOM U 3a0€JIEHHOE COJIHEYHBIMU JTy4yaMH, HalIOMHUHAJIO
MOJIOYHYIO PEKY.

— DM, mapHH, CKOJILKO BPEMEHU 51 [TPOCIal? — CIIPOCHII OH CTOHYIIIMX MEPTBELIOB. — A, J1aJIHO,
BpeMs [IPOYUCTUTH BaM I'OJIOBBI.

CreH cxBaTWJI CBOM MOJIOT M Hayasl KPYLIUTh FOJOBBI CBOMM CTpa)kaM, HO Ha MECTE Kax-
JIOTO YIaBILETO TYT K€ MOSIBIISUICA HOBBIA. [IpopaboTaB Tak HECKOIBKO YacOB, OH 3aMETHII, YTO
MEPTBELbI YK€ TONIMSTCS Ha Tellax cBoux Apy3ei. OH 3ae3 Ha eHb U YBUJIEN, YTO BOCCTABILIUMU
3a0UTO BCE MPOCTPAHCTBO BOKPYT, AOKYyJa MOT' TOTSHYTHCS €T0 B3MIAA. A B TAKOM TyMaH€ OH MOT
BHJICTh HE JAJIbIIIE, YEM Ha JIECATOK CakeHel. «Jloaro ke MHe NpUAETCSA UX TYyT BBIKAIIMBATD, —
HOPUKUHYJ OH. — DTO € CKOJIBKO IIOTOM MOTWII NpUAETCs konarb?» Tak v mpocuaen oH 10 KOHIa
JHS Ha MHE, AyMas, 4TO JejaTh Jaiblue. Ero cracurenbHas KIETKa CTaja JUisl HEro TIOPbMOW,
U3 KOTOPOM HE ObUIO BbIXOMA. A emI€ ero My4YuI HECTEPIIUMBINA TOIO/.

Teneps BcE ero BpeMs 3aHMMaIIO OAHO U TO ke: CTeH aydacusl MEepTBELIOB, I0I3aJ IO CBO-
€My KIJIOYKY 3€MJIH, CTaJl, OIATh MyOacui U cTpanan ot ronoxa. [lapy pas ero romoBy mocemana
CTpaHHasl MbIC/Ib: «A HE OTKYCHUTb JI MHE KyCOUEK OT KOro-HUOYIb?» — HO OH TYT K€ MPOTOHSLI
e€, enié He yCIeB 0CO3HaTh Bcel €€ uyoBUITHOCTH. OqHAXIbI TPOCHYBIIIKCH, OH YBUCI 3MEI0.
Henonro aymas, ero Mmoot aumui raja »ku3Hu 1 CTeH Bruics 3ydamu B TEMI0e ceipoe Msaco. OH
CheJl €€ MPAKTUYECKH MOJTHOCTBIO, OCTABUB JIMIIB [TI03BOHOYHHUK, T'OJIOBY U KOXKY.

Ha cnenyromee ytpo ero pa3z0yauio npoTUBHOE KapkaHbe. CTEH OTKPBLI Ila3a U yBUAEI
CUJSILIETO HAa BETKE COCEAHETO JIepEBAa OTPOMHOI0 KUPHOTO BOPOHA.

— Wnu crona, — mono3san oH ntuily. — CMOTpH, UTO y MEHS €CTh, — OH I0JJ00paJl r0JI0BY 3MEU
Y KMHYJ Ha 3eMJII0 IIepe]] COOOH.

BopoH B3misiHyn Ha He€ CBOMMM YEPHBIMH IIa3aMU-OyCHHKaMH, HO NPOJODKUI CHIETh
Ha BeTke. CTEH MO-pa3HOMY IBITAJICS MOIMAHHUTh K ceOe MTHUILy: TO PACCHINAT BOKPYT TPYXY
OT JIepeBa, BbIIaBasi €€ 3a 3€PHO, TO MBITAJICS 3aTOBOPUTH €TI0, & [IOTOM U BOBCE OTO/IPajl HECKOIBKO
KOJIEI] OT KOJBYYI'H, HATEP MX, KaK MOT, U MOMBITAJICA MOAMAHUTDH OJECTSIIKAMU XUTPYIO NTHILY.
Ho BopoHn cuzen u He cBoami ¢ Hero mia3. A CTeH CToss1 BHU3Y U IIOHUMAJ, YTO €ro €/1a COBEp-
LICHHO HE 3aMHTEPECOBAHA KOPMUTH €TO.

— 51 Buxy, Te0€ 371€Ch MHTEPECHO, — Pa3AaJiCsl CHIIbHBIHN KEHCKUI T0JIOC 32 €r0 CIIMHOM.

Cren B3aporHyN U 00epHyJCcs. B kpyry crosuia peByiika, 4yTh HUKE ero poctoM. Ha Heit
ObUT HAKWHYT TUIAI, OOMIMTHI BOPOHOBBIMH TEPHSIMH, a JIUIO HATIOJIOBUHY CKPBIBAJ KAIIOIIOH.
OH 3ameTuJ1, YTO U3-110/1 HETO Ha IPy/b JEBYLIKHU CIIaJA0T TaKKUe e YEPHBIE BOJIOCHI, KaK U MEPhs
Ha Tutanie. Y e€ HOT Jiexkall HoTpenaHHbli Memodek. CTeHIIU PeLul, YTO €ro Hayalu IPecie0BaTh
TOJIOJHBIE BEICHUS.
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— IIpuBer, kpacaBuua, — IPOU3HEC OH. — ThI MpUIILIA MEHS HAKOPMUTH?

— W na, u Her, ckutanen no 6onoraM. Thl Hy’)KEH MHE, Thl BBIIIOJIHUILB CBOE MpeaHa3Hade-
HbE, — CTUXaMU MPOU3HECHa OHA.

— A 370 TBOS ITUYKA? — CIIPOCUI OH. — YK OOJIbHO allIETUTHO OHA BBIIJISIUT.

— Ta ntuua BosibHA, HO OHA NozABIacTHA MHE. Kak u apyrue, — oTBeTHIIa AEBYIIKA HAPACIIEB. —
Bo3bmu, — 0Ha noaHsIa MelIouek U Kunyia ero Creny.

Cren noimalt ero u 3arisiHyJ1 BHyTPb, CUUTas IPOUCXOISIIEe TOIOTHBIM Openom. OH rymad,
YTO €My IPUBHUJUTCS KaKOH-HUOYIb MUPOT, WIKM pyKa MEpPTBEla, HO BHYTPH OKa3aloCh MOACY-
IIEHHOE, 3a)KapeHHOoe ¢ TpaBaMu Msico. CTEH BbIHYI O/HY 3asiUblO JIANIKY U MOHIOXaJ] — Ta maxJja
npocTo O6oxkecTBeHHO. C XpyCTOM OH BOH3MJI 3yOBI B 3)KapEeHHYIO IJIOTh, U O0KECTBEHHBIH BKYC
3TOTO MPOCTOTO OO yaapuil emy B rosioBy. CT€H HE MOT OTOPBATHCS M BCIIOMHUIL, YTO 3TO €MY
TOJIbKO Ka)KETCS JIULIb Ha YETBEPTOM MPOIIOUEHHOM Kycouke. OH 3amep ¢ OuepeqHbIM KyCKOM
y pTa U NepeBEN B3I Ha TEPIENINBO JKJIABLIYI0O OKOHYaHUS €T0 Tpare3bl AEBYIIKY.

— K10 TBI, — THXO MPOU3HEC OH, OCO3HAB, YTO BCE 3TO SIBb.

— 1 BoponoB /IuTs, — npon3Hecna JeBylIlIKa.

[To cniune Crena npobexan xosonoK. OH 0TOPOCHIT MEIIOK € €101 U BBIXBATUII KJIEBELL.

—Benbmal!!! — mpopeBesnt OH Tak TPOMKO, YTO €0 JOJKHBI ObUTH YCIIBIIIATE BCE )KUTETTU UMIIC-
pun.

OH pBaHyJ HaBCTpeuy BeAbME U 3aMep, CJIEIaB BCEr0 OJUH I11ar U HE B CUJIaX MOLIEBEIUTHCS.
BenpMe cTonio nuiib NOAHATH CBOIO PYKY M YKa3aTh MaJIblIEM Ha HETO, U €ro TEJIO MIPEBPAaTUIIOCh
B I10JJ00ME MHSI, PSIAOM C KOTOPBIM OH 3aCThLI.

— Bort Tak TbI oTONarogapuia MEeHs 3a MUILy, pelIuB YOUTh MEHs? — CIIPOCHIIA OHA €TO.

— Te1 — BenpMa! — kak npoxsiATHe BeILTIOHYA CTEH 3TH CIIOBA.

— Te1 mpaB, TakuX Kax s, Bbl BeAbMaMu 30BETe. Ho g nmpunuia He 3a TBoe# 1ymoi. S BeIBeCTH
Xouy TeOs U3 3ama/iHy, — COBEPLUICHHO CIIOKOMHBIM T'OJIOCOM IPOIIENa OHa.

— 3aueM xe HykeH 51 Tebe? — cripocun e€ CreH. — Pa3 Tebe He Hy)KHa Mos y1l1a, MOXKET, Thl
MEHS ISl pUTyaJia UCTIOIb30BaTh X04ellh? 3a4arh, TaM, JUTS ThMbI KAaKO€-HUOYIb?

— A 410 B 3TOM 110X0r0? 3a4aTh JUTS COBCEM HE CIIOKHO, HO HE JUIsl 3TOTO K TeOe IpHUIlia
s1. ThI BBIIIOJIHUIIB CBOE NPEHA3HAUEHBE.

— Kakoe emé npennasHaueHbe? — cupocui OH. — Sl He MOX0X Ha JIETEHJIapHOTO pbILaps,
yOuMBaroIero nepeja CHOM 1o IpakoHy. Jla u ynblps s B I1a3a He BUJbIBaJl. TONBKO BOT, 3THUX, — OH
NoKa3aJl B3IVISLIOM Ha TONMSIIKXCS MEPTBELIOB.

— Ho umenHo TBos cyapba pemiaeT MHOroe, — OTBeTHIIa OHa. — [Ipoiiry, moBepsb, 51 BHIBEAY
TEO4.

CreH npoKpyTHII B TOJIOBE BCE BApUAHTHI, KOTOPBIE y HETo Obutn. [1epBbiii 3aKkitoyancs B TOM,
9TOOBI MONTH C BEABMOW M JOBEpHUTCS €il. A TaMm MO0 BBICTYIIATh €€, TMOO0 MPUKOHYUTH TIIe-
HUOyAb B KycTax. Bropoit 6b11 Xopoio n3BecteH CTeHy — Mociarh €€ KO BCEM YEpTSIM U Ipo-
JOJDKUTH CXOJIUTh € yMa OT T0JI0/1a, OKPYKEHHBIM TOJINON MEPTBELIOB. XOPOIIEHHKO B3BECUB BCE
3a ¥ IPOTUB, OH OTBETHUJI €M:

— Xoporio, st cornaceH. S moiay ¢ To00# Ha BCTpeuy C, KaK €ro Tam, ¢ MpegHa3HaYCHUEM.

— S otnymty T€64, HO Thl HOKJIACTBCS JTOJIKEH, UTO BIPEIb Thl HA MEHS OPY>Kbsl HE IOJHU-
MeIlIb CBOEro, — MpOIIesia OHa.

— Coraces, s a0 CBOE CJI0BO, — OTBETUI el CTeH, MOHUMAs, YTO Tepel BEAbMON MOKHO
U HE CIepXKaTh CBOETO OOCIIaHMUs.

Benbma omyctuna cBoro pyky, 1 CteH pyxHyn Ha 3eMito. Ero Mbliiist Bc€ 310 BpeMsi ObLIH
pacciiabiieHbl, 1 OH He TOHMMAaJI, KaK BeJlbMa MOIJIa yEp>KUBaTh €ro Tak J0iro. « Marusy», — Hamén
OH J1s1 ce0st oTBET. OH MOJTHSIICS, MOA0OPaI MEIIOYEK C 3€MJIM U JOCTaNI OUYepeIHyI0 HOXKKY. CheB
e€, OH 00paTHJI BHUMaHUE Ha BEbMY.
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— Bynems? — npoTsiHyI OH eil ouepeqHol Kycouek Maca. Ho oHa He mpousHecna HU CIloBa,
JaXKe He ToKadaja rojoBoil. Torma oH caMm BIEMIICS B 3aiiuaTUHy 3y0aMu M 3a/1all BEAbME Ove-
penHoi Bompoc. — A ThI 371eCh ofHa XuBEMB? 1 4yto, oHn Tebs He OecrokosT? — CTEeH mokasan
PYKOI Ha MEPTBELOB.

— Bonpocsl 3aaBath Tl Oyzielib Nocie, — OTBETHIIA EMY BEbMa.

«Hy, Hudero, mociie He kKOMy OyJeT JaTh MHE Ha HUX OTBET», — 3aBepui1 ceds CTeH U KUHYI
KOCTOUKY B OHOTO MX MEPTBBIX. K ero ynupieHuto, oHa yroausia npsiMo B pa3uHyThIN POT.

— JlanHo, neBouka, Thl MEHs yroBopuia, — CTeH pemna OCTaBUTh HEMHOTO €J1bl Ha [TOTOM,
paccyauTeNbHO PEUINB, UYTO e1Ié HEM3BECTHO, CKOJIBKO OH eIIé OyaeT OpOANTS MO 3ACITHIM JIECaM.

BenpMma npukasana cienoBaTh 3a HUIM U MOJOILIA K caMOMY Kparo MepTBenoB. OHa mojo-
YKWJIa JIAJIOHU Ha TOJIOBBI CTOSIBIIMX JIPYT € IPYT'OM BOCCTABIIMX U PE3KO pa3Belia pyKH B CTOPOHBI.
E€ meprBelbl, CKOB3sI MATKAMMU 110 TeJIaM, CJIOBHO CTBOPKM BOPOT pa3beXalucCh B CTOPOHBI, COM-
Basl C HOT JAPYTUX, HO HAa UX MECTO HUKTO Tak M He BcTajld. Benpma mepemiarHyna yepe3 OpeBHO
Y BCTaJIa Ha MOJYCTHUBILKE TPYIbl — pe3yasrar padorel MonoTa Ctena. OHa MoAHsIIA, a 3aTeM
BHOBb ME/JIEHHO pa3Beiia B CTOPOHBI PYKH, U CBOOOAHBIN OT MEPTBELIOB KPYT YBEIHUMIICS BABOE
u CTeH cTynui 3a Hell clieioM.

— Croii 3a MO€l CITMHOM U HE MBITACA OTOWTH, — CKa3ajia OHa EMY.

CreH coracuics 1 B3sul B pyKy MoJIoT. OH HOHSJI, YTO XOTh U IV1a3a BEbMbI CKPbITHI KaIlto-
IIIOHOM, HUYETO XOPOIIIEro B HUX ceiyac HET.

— OT0 U1 caMO00OPOHBI. Bapyr uTo? — onpaBnaics oH.

BenpMa HUUero He ckaszana, JIMIIb OTBEPHYJIACch U IBUHYJACh B TOJIMMY HEKUTU. CTEH mocrie-
mwt 3a Hed. [Ipoiias nmapy maros, OH 3aMETHII, YTO CTEHA MEPTBELIOB 32 HUMM 3aXJIOIHYJIACh.
Kakasi-ro marus pacrankuBaiia MEPTBBIX Ha €€ ITyTH, 1 OHU a0COJIIOTHO HE 0Opalliaiy Ha HUX HUKa-
Koro BHUMaHus. CTEHy CTaJIO )KyTKO, U OH CIIPOCHJI BEAbMY:

— A MBI MOXeM HITH ObIcTpee?

— Hert, — KOpOoTKO 0TBETHIIa BEAbMA U B 3TOT )K€ MOMEHT JECSATKU PYK NOTAHYIUCH K HUM.

CreH npurkascs K caMoii ClIMHE BEbMBI, 005Ch TIOTPEBOXKUTH €€. Uepe3 MrHOBeHUE MEPTBbBIE
PYKH OIIyCTUJINCh, U BOJIHA 0OneryeHus npodexainack no cnuHe Crena. «Bce Borpocsl mocie», —
IporpeMeNny B MaMATU CJI0Ba BeAbMbI. Tak IIarajay OHM MHHYT JBaJALATh, MPOOUpasCh CKBO3b
CIUIOIIHYIO CTeHY MEPTBBIX. BCkOope MOTOK BOCCTAaBIIMX Havdalsl pesieTh, a CTeH 3aMEeTHII, 4YTO OHU
BCE TaK )K€ MPYT BIEPEN, MBITASICh POPBaThes K Kpyry. OH 11é1 3a BEAbMOM 10BOJIBHO JA0JTO, T0Ka
Ta HE OCTaHOBWJIACh U HE MOBepHyack K CTeny:

— 31ech OHU HE CMOT'YT Hac y4ysiTh, — CKa3aja OHa.

— Kaxk tebe 310 yranocs? — cipocuit oH €€. — MoxeT, Hayuuib? MHe Obl TBOU IITYYKH OY€Hb
HPUTOAUIIUCE.

— To1 He poxnéH ObITh MaroMm. Het BHYTpH TeOst TOM CHITBI, HO €CTh IpyTas, — OTBETHJIA OHA.

— U uto %*e 3710 3a cuna takas?

— YnéprocTh, — OTBETUIIA OHA. — Teneph NOLUIN, HaM CIeAyeT CeluTh. Te0s U Tak uckaia
sl U3JIMLIHE JI0JITO.

Ona otBepHynach M 3amarajiga npodb. «BoT oH, Mol manc youts e€», — nogyman Cren,
HE BBIITYCKasi U3 PyKH MOJIOT, HO TaK HUYEro U He caenan. OH BUAEN, 4To JEBYLIKA OYEHb yCTala,
Y MIOHMMAaJl, 4YTO OHA XOTh W Obla BEAbMOMW, HO PUCKOBaJIa CBOEH U3HBIO, YTOOBI CIIACTU €r0
#u3Hb. OH MocienoBal 3a Hel ¥ 3aMETHJI, Kak ¢ €€ najblia ynaia ajas Kamis KpOBH.
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2. [1Ba BOpOHa

— OTO0 M €CTh TBOM JIOM? — CIIPOCUJI OH BEJIbMY, U B €TI0 T'0JIOCE CJIBIIIAJIOCh HECKPbhIBaeMast
U3EBKA.

Bwmecto orBeTta oHa ycraBuiach Ha CTe€Ha BCENPOKUTAIOIIKM B3IVISAOM. 3a MPOILEIIINE
IATh THEH C MOMEHTA, KaK OHM MOKUHYJIM KpYT, BEbMa HE pa3 CTATMBaja C TOJOBBI KAIIOLIOH,
u CTeH cymen Mo JOCTOMHCTBY OLEHUTh €€ MPEKPAaCHOE JTMYMKO. Takol KpacHUBOW JEBYIIKU OH
HE BUJbIBAJ YK€ JABHO, & MOXKET ObITh, 1 HUKOIZIa BOBce. BriepBbie OCMOTpEB B €€ I1a3a 1[BETa
carpupa, OH penIw 1Jist cedst, YTO eciu U OyJeT yOuBaTh e€, TO CO CIIMHBI, YTOOBI HE CMOTPETH B €€
oun. «/la, Takre HEBO3MOXKHO 3a0BIThY, — TOJMETHII OH PO ceOs1. Ho 1 e€ yHuITOXKAIOIIUH B3IIISIT
OH TOXe ycrien oneHnTh. OHa OTBeyasia UM Ha JOOPYIO MOJIOBHHY €T0 M3/IeBaTelbCTB, a Ha Ooiee
cepbE3HbIE BOIPOCHI MpeAsiarajia OTBETUTh «11oToM». M BOT Teneps i CTeHa OTKpbUIOCH LEN0e
noje s HacMmelek. TouHee He moJie, a nojsHa ¢ JyOoM, 3aMEHSIOIUM BEAbME JIOM.

— Cnymaii, 1aBHO XOTel TeOs CIPOCUTH: @ BCE BEIbMBbI KUBYT B AyIjax?

— He Bce criocoOHBI BEIPAaCTUTH TaKOE APEBO, YTO B HEM BO3MOKHO KU3HB CBOIO NMPOXKUTH, —
BHOBB HapaclieB OTBETUJIA BEbMa.

Ho nipo ce6s Cten otmeTwiI, 4To €€ TojI0c HeMHOro n3MeHwuics. OH crai 6ojiee XOI0HBIM
u pe3kum. «lloxoxke, s eif He HpaBIIOCh, — pemmi oH. — Ho, 1moka oHa MeHs emié He yOuia, 3HAUuT,
JEUCTBUTEINBHO, I €M 3a4eM-TO Hy>XeH». OH ITOKOPHO CJIE0BAJ 32 BEIbMOM, Ha3BaBIIecs Jurém
BopoHoB, u Teneps BINIOTHYIO MPUOIHU3HIICS K OTPOMHOMY AyOy. CTEHIIN OHSII, YTO AEPEBO TAaKUX
IPOMAaJIHBIX JIEPEBbEB OH €€ HE BUJbIBAJI. Ero HM)KHHME BETBM Y OCHOBAHMSI ObUIM TOJILIMHOMN
C YeJI0BEYECKUH TOpC, a MOJ PACKUAUCTON KPOHOW MOT YKPBIThCSl, HABEPHOE, BECh YETBEPTHIN
JIETHOH, eciH OBl OH He ObLT pa3out. OHK 000NN ePeBO, M OH YBHJIEI, YTO OIPOMHOE, 3aBeIlIaH-
HO€ LIKypaMHU AYIUIO, BBIPHIBAJIOCH U3 3€MJIM M 3aKaHYMBAJIOCH HAa BBICOTE €ro MaKylIKd. J(uts
BopoHoB pa3aBuHYIa LIKYpbI U HBIPHYJIa BHYTPb. «A 4TO, HUUYTh HE Xy>K€ HOPMaJIbHOTO IOMay, —
MI0YKaJI OH IIJIEYaMU U PELINI IPOCIeI0BaTh 3a HEl.

— Croit! — paznaiics e€ rojgoc u3-3a mkyp. — Joxaucr MeHs y BXoja.

Cren mociymascs u nprcen Ha OpeBHO, Jiexalnee Hemalneko or aepeBa. OH ocMoTpescs
BOKPYI, HO HU YaCTOKOJIa, HU KaKOH-IMOO Apyroil orpajabl Tak U He cMor Haiftu. Ten unu npucyt-
CTBUS BOCCTABIINX OH TOXKE HE 00Hapyx 1. BelbMa nmosiBu1ack BHE3aIHO, OJIETast B T€ e HAPSA/bL,
B KOTOpBIX Obu1a mpeskae. OHa nojonuia k CTeHy U cKa3ajia emy:

— 51 cimmikom nonro Ha Gosorax mposena, uima Teds. Ternepb, MHE ClIeNyeT CIENUTb, a Thl,
MEHS J10’KaThCsl TOJKEH.

— D1, morozu, THI 4ero 3To yaymana? MeHst OpocuTs xouemib? — pazosnuics CTeH.

— YilTu MHe Hazl0, HeHaaoIro. BepHych 51 CKOpO, HY a €CIu HE BEPHYCh, YUAEND OJIUH, —
oTBeTUJIa OHA. — Thl MOXeIb B TyOe HOUEBATb.

— W cxonmbko MHE T€Os KIaTh?

— He nonpire, vem mpoBEn ThI Ha 60s10TaX. 3MeCh 0E30MacHO, HUKTO TeOSI HE TPOHET, — OHA
OTCTErHyJIa OT Iosica MelIoveK U nepenaia ero Creny. — Borpu ux B paHbl Ha Horax.

Cren xoTen cka3aTh €ll€ 4TO-TO, HO 3aMETHUJI, YTO IVIa3a BEIbMbI CJIIOBHO 3aCHsUI CUHUM
cBeToM. OH OTKHMHYJICS Ha3a/l, Oacasch 3a CBOIO OE30MaCHOCTh, U MPOJOJIKIIT HAONIOAATh 3a TBO-
psamumMcst kongocTBoM. Kpaa! Veneian on kapkanbe BopoH. Kpaa! Kpaa! Kpaa! I1tuubu kpuku
BCE HapacTalu, U TYT OH YBHJIEJ, KaK CO BCEX CTOPOH K qyOy ciieratorcs 4€pHble BOpoHbL. 1o ero
Tely NpoOexalnch MypaliKky, KOrja COTHH MTUL 3aKPYKHINCh HaJl UX TOJIoBaMH, 00pa3ys »KMBOI
BUXpb. M KOrJa Iyl OT XJ10MaHbs KPbUIbEB 3aTyILINI BCE 3BYKH BOKPYT, BeJlbMa COpBaIach C MECTa
U mo0esxasa B JIeC, yBOJIs 32 COOOM rMTraHTCKYI0 4€pHYI0 cTato. CTeH Mpocieant 3a Hel B3MTISI0M,
IIOKa OHA HE CKpbLIACh 3a JEPEBBSMHU, U pa3Bsi3zaji Mellouek. BHyTpu oH 0OHapyKUl MOPOLIOK
U3 BBICYIIIEHHBIX TPaB.
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— 3HauuT, BTEPETh MOPOILIOK ceOe B HOTH, — IOBTOPHUJI OH €€ CJIOBA.

CreH OTIOXUII MEIIOUEK B CTOPOHY U MPHUHSUICA CTACKUBATh C HOI' M3HOILIEHHBIE CaIlOTH.
OH 3HaJ, YTO €ro HOTU CTEPTHI B KPOBb, HO OTKyZa 00 3TOM MoIvia 3HaTh Beabma? Jlepxaics oH
MOJIOJIIIOM, HE MOKa3bIBas €il cBoeil cinabocTu. «MoXeT, OHa CTpaJaHusl Ha pAcCTOSHUU YyeT? —
noayMmai oH. — [loka s royioHbIi 1mos3al, OHa MEHs Cpas3y Halllla, KaK TOJIbKO HOTU CTEP — OIATh
y3Hana. Bot u ceituac, HeOOCh, yMUYaIach, yIysiB UYbl0-HHOYIb 0071b». CTEH MOCTABHII 0 CUX ITOP
HE BBICOXIITYIO 00YBB PSJIOM C COOOH M PUHSIICS K 1aTh, KOT/Ja €ro paHbl ToAcoxHyT. ComHile 6110
COKPBITO 3a 00IaKaMu, U J0XK]Ib BOT-BOT JIOJKEH ObLI 3aKkanarh ¢ Hebec. JloK1aBIIUCh, KOTAA €ro
HOTH TO/ICOXHYT, OH B3$U1 HIENOTKY TpaB M MPHUCHINIANI UMHU BOCHAIUBLINECS s13Bbl. CTEH MOYYB-
CTBOBAJI JIETKOE #OKEHUE U HEMHOXKKO MOZ0X/1aJl, IOKA MOPOIIOK He MPWJIKIHET K paHaM, Ioclie
Yero OH eI HaBeAaThCs B 1y0. Pa3aBHHYB MIKYPHI, OH 3aIIET BOBHYTPb M OUYTHJICS B KPOMETII-
HOM TbMe€, KaK TOJIKO IIKYpbl COMKHYJIHUCH 3a €ro crnuHoil. CTEHIM OTOABUHYJI OAHY U3 LIKYD,
JlaBasi CBETY pa3BesATh MpakK, U OCMOTPEJ IIPEICTABLIYIO Iepel HUM KOMHATy. MajeHbKasi ¥ II0-CBO-
€My YIOTHas1, pacCUUTaHHasi Ha OJJHOTO KWJIbIla, OHA OOJIbIIIE OXOMIIAa HA IPUCTAHUILIE OXOTHUKA,
YeM Ha JIOrOBO Be/lbMbl. Brieuatnenue nopTui cToj, CTOALIUI NPsSMO B LIEHTPE 10Ma, Ha KOTOPOM
PacCIUIbUINCH IBE CajJibHbIE CBEUKHU. «A BOT U JIyKW», — noaMetua CTeH, 3aMeTUB CTOSIINE B YIITY
nBa opyxusa. OH IPUKUHYI IPUMEPHOE pacCTOsSsHUE U HampaBwica K HUM. 11Ikypa, BepHyBIINCH
Ha CBO€ MecTo, 000pBaJa JiyuuK CBETa, U OH BHOBB ITOTPY3HJICS BO ThMY. be3 Tpyna HaltymnaB oguH
u3 gykoB. CTEH MOKUHYN JIOM M, OKa3aBIIMCh HA YJMIIE, 3aMETUJI, YTO TETHBAa HAKMHYTA JIMILIb
Ha ofHO Twieuo. «bepekET cBOE opyxkue», — oTMeTu oH. CTeH ycescs Ha OPEBHO W TOMbBITAJCS
HaTAHYTh TeTUBY. C OTPOMHBIM TPYJIOM €MY YAAJIOCh HAKUHYTh NETENbKY U, OTIO)KUB B CTOPOHY
JYK, CMaxHyJI co J10a KaIuiu 1oTa.

— Jla 51 B )KU3HU HE MTOBEPIO, 9T0OBI 6a0a opyIoBaia 3TUM JTyKOM! — BRICKA3aJICsl OH M TIOCMOT-
pell Ha CBOM Camnory. — A BbI 4€T0 MOTYUTE? — 00PATHIICS OH K Xy/IOi 00yBH, IPEAIIOUTUBILIEH eMy
OTMOJTYAThCA.

Cren monpoOoBaj COTHYTH JIYK M OJOOPHUTENBHO 3aKMBall. B pykax oH Jepkall OTIUYHOE
OXOTHHYbE OPYKHE, C KOTOPBIM, MPH KEIAHUU, MOXKHO OBIJIO OXOTUThCA M Ha mioneld. CTeH Bep-
HYJICSI B JIOM M NOPBICKAJI MO HeMy, uia crpenbl. OH Hamén aBa 3a0MTHIX KOJMYaHa, B3sUl OJUH
u BblIeN Ha ynuiy. Ctynast 1o HeoObIYHO MATKOW TpaBe B 3TO BPEMS rO/ia, OH MOAOUIEN K OIyIIKE
¥ BbIOpaJ1 ce0e 11eTb B BUI€ TOHKOTO 1orudiiero gepesa. CTEH CTPEIsl 10 HACTYIUIEHUSI TEMHOTHI,
IIOKa HE CTEMHEJIO HACTOJIBKO, YTO CTaJI0 HEBO3MOXKHO LIeNUThCs. OH BEpHYICS B JOM, HE 3a0bIB
NPUXBATUTH ¢ c000i 00yBb, U JIET CIIaTh, BRITAHYBIINCH NPSMO Ha TMOJY. 3eMis Obla yCTIaHa
naxy4yuMu TpaBaMu, BUIUMO, JJIs 3aLUThl OT HACEKOMBIX WM MOJ3Y4HX IrajgoB. OObATHIN pac-
CJIa0NIAIOIIMMU apOMaTaMH, OH OBICTPO 3aCHYJI, @ MPOCHYBILUCH, 0OHAPYXKUJI, YTO HA YJIHUIIE MOPO-
CHUJI JIOXK/1b.

Henarp Obuio Hevero, u CreH oOcienoBai 10M BeabMbl. EMy momaganuce mKypsl yOUTHIX
KUBOTHBIX, TPaBbl, KHUTH, CYIIEHOE MSICO M TPHOBI M, HAKOHEII, OH HAImén orHuBO. CyMeB TOOBITH
OTOHb, OH 32XKET O/IHY U3 CBEYEH U B3sUT B pyKH NIEPBYIO MTONABIIYIOCS KHUTY. PackpbIB €€, OH 10Jr0
CMOTpEJ Ha MEPBYIO CTPAHUILY, HE B CHJIaX MOHATH, YTO K€ 0003HAYAIOT CHMBOJIBI, 3aMEHSIOIINE
OyKBbI B HOpMaJIbHbIX KHUTaX. OH OTIIOXKUI 3Ty U B3sUI CIAEAYIOUIYI0 KHUTY. B Hel, B mpuHLuIE,
OBLJIO TO K€, UTO U B IEPBOM. B35IB TPEThIO KHUTY, OH YK€ U HE PaCCUUTHIBAJ IOYUTATh, HO OIIHOCS.
KHnura Opi1a ncrimcana cTuxamu, 1o cBoeit opme 10 0011 HAMOMUHAIOIIUMHE peub BeabMBIL. [Tomu-
CTaB €€ HEMHOT'0, OH OTJIOXWJI (DOJIMAHT B CTOPOHY M CXBaTHWJICA 3a clenyrolyto. B 3Toil Obuin
CKa3KH{ O MPUHIIAX, IpUHIECcax, Oe3bIMSIHHBIX TepOsX U IpaKkoHax. [Iaras KHUTa CHOBa cozieprkaa
B ce0e HETTOHATHBIE CHMBOJIBI, @ BOT IIECTAast ObLIa HAIMCAaHA JIETOMHCIEM 1 TIOCBAIICHAa BpEMEHAM
Crapoit Umnepun. [1oxoxe, oHa U cOXpaHWIACh C T€X BPEMEH, BUS B KAKOM COCTOSIHUU MPEOBI-
BasM €€ cTpaHulbl. OH peLInI MOYUTATh ITY KHUTY, IPOIYCKasi MHOTHE yCTApEBIINE, HETIOHSATHBIE
Y JaBHO BbILIEIINE U3 00MX0/a ciloBa. B 001ux ueprax, HCTOpHsL, KOTOPYIO OH 3HAJ, MaJl0 YeM
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OTJINYaJIaCh OT UCTOPUH, U3TIOKESHHOW Ha STHX JAPEBHUX cTpaHHuuax. CTEH OTIOXUII U 3TOT (POIH-
aHT U pellni BBIMTH Ha yauly. Hebeca mpekparunu miakarh, ¥ OH PELINI HEMHOTO TOOXOTUTHCS.

B3sB nmyk u ctpenbl, CTeH OTIpaBWIICS B JIEC B HAJEKIE MOJACTPEIUTh XOTh KOTO-HHOYIb.
On Opoaun Hemaneko oT 1yda, 00siCk HapBaThCs HA CKOIJICHHE MEPTBELIOB. 3a ATUM 3aHSATHEM
OH U CKOPOTaJ BpeMs /10 Beuepa, HO, TaK M HE HalaB HU Ha OJMH Clel, BepHyics K nyOy. Ce-
TYIOUINHA IeHb He PUHEC eMy ycIiexa, M Ha TPETUH OH permics yrryouTscs B jec. [loacoxmme
paHbl IO3BOJIWIN €MY O0yThCS, [TOCJIE YETO OH U OTIpaBuiIcs B MyTh. OTO /19 HAa HECKOJIBKO BEPCT,
Cren Halén cBexxue oTnevyarku kabaHpux cienoB. «Ilopocénouek», — 3aMeTUs OH, MPUCIOHSASA
nanblibl K OTIIEYaTaBUIMMCS B IPpsi3u KonbITHAaM. OH CHSJI € IJIeya JIyK, HaJ0KWJI Ha TETUBY CTPEIY,
U nnoTpycui 1o ciueny. [poitng npunuunoe pacctosinue, CTeH OOKOBBIM 3pEHUEM 3aMETHUIT JBUKE-
HUE U, HE TepsAsd BPEMEHHU, pa3BepHYJCs K Lenu. BMecTo mopocéHka K HeMy MEAJIEHHO MpUOIn-
xaics Mepteell. CTpesna Jerko NpoH3uia roJIoBy BOCCTaBLIEMY, KOTla OH CITyCTHJI TETUBY. MepT-
Be1| cBammiics, 1 CTeH momomén K Texy, YTo0bl 3a0path crpeiny. Caenas cBo€ €710, OH OTBEN T1asa
0T MepTBela U yBujen emeé ogHoro. CTeH HaKUHYJ Ty ke CTPEeNly, HO TyT K€ OTKa3aJcs OT ITOU
UJIEU, OITyCTUB JIYK. 3@ BTOPBIM ILIEN TPETUM, 3a TPETbUM UYETBEPTBHIiL, a 32 UETBEPTHIM. .. 3a YeT-
BEPTHIM 1IUIA LeNast OpAa, 3aloJHsAs cO00M BCE MPOCTPAHCTBO MEXAY AepeBbsiMU. CTEH ypOHUI
CTpeJy Ha 3eMJII0 U OMYAJICS K AyOY, IbITasCh IPOCKOYUTH MUMO HEOOBATHOW apMUU MEPTBELIOB.
OH Bcé yalle u yaie omIsAbIBajCcs U BUAEI, KaK ¢ KaXKIbIM pa3oM MEPTBbIE CTAHOBHIINCH BCE
Omke U OKe.

Cren yxe Oexan Ha Ipelerne CBOMX BO3MO)KHOCTEH, KOIZa Mepes HUM BO3HUK BOCCTaB-
mvid, OyKBaJIbHO BBIBAIMBIIUICS M3-3a JAepeBa. He ycrieBast cBepHYTh, OHU U KyOapeM MoJeTeln
Ha 3emutto. BekounB, CTeH mocnemmt yoparsesl oAajbllle OT 3TOT0 MECTa, HO, 00CpHYBIINCH,
3aMETUJI, YTO TPYH MOAHSJICS M KUHYJICA Ipoub OT Hero. CTEHJIM OCTaHOBWIICS U MOCMOTpEN
Ha JpyruX MEPTBELOB: BCE OHU CBOPAUMBAJIH C IyTH, Jake HE 00pallias Ha HEro HUKaKoro BHUMa-
Hus. CTEH CMOTpeN Ha UX CTPaHHOE MOBEICHNE U HE BEPUJI CBOMM IJIa3aM: Mepeiiisi HEBUIUMYIO
4epTy, OH CTal Oe3pa3INueH KPOBOXKATHBIM MOHCTpPAM.

OHn BepHyncs K ayOy, OTIOKWI JIyK B YIErcs pacTSHYJCS Ha IOy, 0OAyMBbIBasi MPOU30-
HIEJIIEEe C HUM Yy/10. JTa HOUb BblJalach OECCOHHOMW, BE/Ib OH BCIYIIMBAJICS B KAl I10POX,
0051Ch NIOSIBJICHUS] HECKOHYaEMOM apMUU MEPTBELIOB. Y TPOM OH CHOBA OTIIPaBWJICA B JIEC, B TO )K€
MecCTo, 1€ ObuT BYepa. [I0TOK MepTBEIOB CHIIBHO MOPENEN, HO OHH, KaK U BYepa, OOSIIUCH MPH-
OMKaThbCsl K HEBUIMMOW YepTe U MPOIOIDKAIM CBOW OECCMBICICHHBIN MOX0/ Ha BOCTOK. PemuB
0O0JIbIIIe HE OTXOIUTH JAJEKO OT OrpoMHOro nyba, CTeH OTHpaBHIICS MCCIICIOBATh 30HY, CBOOOI-
HYI0 OT MEPTBBIX. Takast Oka3anach He OUYEHb-TO OOJBIION, M €€ TPAHUIIBI OH BUAEIT YETKO: IO s
JI0 ONpeAeNEHHON YepThl, BOCCTABIINE CBOPAUMBAIN HAa CEBEP WJIMU IOT, U 00XOIMIN BO3HHUKILIEE
Ha X IyTH MPETSATCTBHUE MO IIUPOKOH IIaBHOM yre. YI0CTOBEpUBIINCEH B CBOEH 0€30IaCHOCTH,
CreH pen BEpHYThCS K OXOTE, HO YK€ B 3auapoBaHHOM 30He. K Beuepy oH Bo3BpaTuics K AyOy
TaK ¥ HE HAWIsl HHYETO ChECTHOIO.

CrrycTsi HECKOJIBKO JHEH OesycnemrHoi oxotel, CTeH Bo3Bpamaics K ay0y, Hecs ¢ coboit
HEPBYIO AOOBIYY.

— Kaxoit 60mb1110#1, Kakoi JKUPHBIN, KAKOW COYHBIN aTel, — roBopuil CTEH MOACTPEIECHHON
nruie. — Yto MHE ¢ TOOOM cienarb, a? MoXeT, 3aKapuTh? — COPOCHII OH y TYIIKH JSTIa, TOTHECS
Ty K CBOEMY JIULLY.

Ho Bapyr no ero ciiyxa JOHECIUCH T0JI0Ca, OTBIEKIINE €0 OT pa3roBopa ¢ JAO0XJION MTu-
ueil. «Jlronu?» — He moBepusI OH yIIaM U TYT K€ €ro J0rajJika noarsepaniachk. Bnepenu 3a nepe-
BBSIMU MAastdMIIN KHUBBIE JIFOAH, PACIIOJIOKHUBIIUCH TTOJI PACKHIUCTON KpoHOH ay0a. CTeH HaKH-
HYJ NETENIbKY AATIy Ha LIE0 U MOABECUII €ro K MOosiCy U IpoKpascs K camoil omymike. ITpsiuacey
B KyCTaX, OH HaCUMTaJl HE MEHEe IECTH A0KHH YEJI0BEK, B OCHOBHOM, )KEHIIUH U AeTel. My»XunH
HOYTH HE OBLIO, a T€, KOTO OH YBUEJ, BBIIVISACIN NOTPENAHHBIMU U U3MY4YeHHbIMU. CTEH HaIENn
BE€/IbMY, CTOSIIIYIO B OT/IaJI€HUH OT OCHOBHOM IpyIIbl U OONTAIONIYIO C KAKUM-TO MYX4UHOU. OH

16



B. H. ManbiweB. «TeHb Hagexabl. TEHN YHUUTOXEHHbIX uMnepuin. Knura 1»

HAJIOXKUJI CTpeNly Ha TETUBY M npuuenuics. Jlydieil BO3MOXKHOCTH NPUKOHYUTH BEIbMY Y HETO
He Obu10. [oT BRICTYNMII Ha ero JI0Yy, a OH BCE HUKAK HE MOT OTIIYCTUTh CTPENy B MOJET, IPUHECS
TEM CaMbIM CMEPTb MOPOKIACHUIO 371a. «Jla momiia Tei!» — 4epThIXHYJICS OH U OnmycTH JyK. CTeH
BEPHYJI CTPEJY B KOJYaH U BBIILIET U3 CBOETO YKPBITHSL.

— U k10 Bce 31Tu ronu? — oOpaTuics OH K BeAbME, HAPaBIIAsACh K HEH.

— Kak xopomio, yTo He ymén Tel, — oTBeTHIIa eMy BopoHoB luTs. — To :KuTen Moel 1epeBHH,
nocTuria ux oena.

— Emé BenpM ¢ konyHamu npuBena?

— 371ech s 0/1Ha Bia/iet0 KONA0BCTBOM. OHHU KakK ThI.

— JlanHo, 51 TeOs momoXkaal, — nepeBén od temy. — Uro ganpiie?

—Ilo#iném co MHOM, — oHa moMaHma CTeHa 3a co0oH B 1y0. 3aiiast BOBHYTPb, 3aI1aJIMB CBEUKY
u npuriacuB CTeHa 3a CTOJI, BeIbMa MPpoIoJDKuiIa. — JItozeit st mpuBena B CBOM JOM, BEb )KUTh UM
Oonbie Herne. Ha Hux Hamanu MEPTBBIE.

— 1 BUeN HECKOJIBKO AHEH Ha3aj enyto opay, — nepedmn e€ CreH.

— Te, camble, 4TO UX YOUTH XOTENH, — BEAbMA SIBHO UMENAa B BUAY HApoJ CHapyxu. — Tak
BOT, 51 BUJIEJIA TBOUX JIPY3€H.

—Yro?! — He moBepuB cBOMM y11aM psiBKHYJ CteH. OH puHYJICS 4epes3 CTOJI, CXBaTUJ BEAbMY
3a HIMBOPOT U NMPUTSHYI K cede. — ['oBopu! ['ne onn? — 3aopain oH, 0OpbI3ruBas J€BYILIKY CIFOHOM.

— OnHu Jiexar B 3eMJie, JpyTye )KUBbI, — OTBETUIIA BEJbMa BCE C TEM K€ 3JI0BEIIHUM CIIOKOM-
CTBHUEM.

[Toxoxe, 4To €ro CpbIB HE MPOU3BEN HA HEE HUKAKOTO BIICUATICHUS.

— Kro xuB? Kro ymep? OtBeuaii!

— Jloin ¢ beHom, ABOE JKUBHI.

—I'ne oun? — He yuumancs CteH.

— Onu yuuy, ux myTh He 6mu30k. Cynbp0a BenéT ux.

— Kyna onn ynum?! — sspocts CreHa npeBbICHIIa BCE IPEEIbI.

— Tyna, tae MecTo uM.

CreH oTnycTui BeAbMY U OHA BepHyJach Ha cBoil ctyi. «lIpokmnsTas 6ada! Uto 6 Tedst TBOM
BOPOHBI 3aKyieBayin!» — Kumesa odH. EMy cTano moHATHO, 4To Oomblero ot He€ He noouthes. CteH
BCTaJ U coOupasics BBINTH U3 1y0a, KaK ero TeJ0 BHOBb OHEMEJIO.

— OTnyctu MeHst! — B3peBell OH, HO HOT'M CaMU BEPHYJIU €r0 3a CTOJI. — XBaTUT!

— Jlpy3eii HallTU THI XOYelllb, HO CMEPTh TeOs TaMm KAET. Thl HUKOIJA UX HE YBHJIHUIIb,
HO MOXellb Mup cractu. He Beck, HO TOT, uTo 3Hai. CTymail co MHOW UM BMECTE MbI CKBO3b JIEC
npoiaém. TBos cynpba oTmuHast oT ux. Thl caM HaIENIb CBOM MYTh.

— O uém b1, BeibMa? — YK€ CIIOKOMHO CITIPOCHIT OH.

— TBou Apy3bs craciu Bcex Tex Jroaed. OHU 3aKIVIM OTOHb B CepAllax, U KUTEIU AEPEBHU
CYMEJH MPOJEPHKATHCS 1O MOET0 MPUXO/a.

— W e xe To1 ObL1a?

— Cnacana s te6s. U ecnu Graronaper MHe, IOWIEM CO MHOM.

— [Mocnymaii, Benbma, NOJIOBUHA MEHS XOYET TBOEU CMEPTH. ..

— Jlaxxe cerofHsi Thl HE CMOT YOUTBh MEH$, XOTh BBICTPEN TBOH ObL1 ObI cMepTenieH. U ckobko
pa3 Thl MOJIOT 3aHOCHJI, [TOKA criaja si?

Ot e€ npusnanus y CteHa orBucia 4emocTb. OH XOTeN YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO HE MOT: U3 €ro0
pTa BBIPBIBAJIOCH KAKOE-TO TUXOE MbIUAHUE.

— TBoi1 noar BenuT Tebe yOUTHh MEHS, HO CEpJILe 3TOT0 He X0oueT. Thl TOT, KTO U30paH.

— Kem? — cipocun on, 00pets nap peun.

— Cynb0oii, — oTBeTHIIa OHA U ocTaBwiia CTeHa B KOMHATE, BBIWS HAPYKY.

OH cuzen B o1MHOYECTBE, 001yMbIBasi Ci0Ba BeabMbl. OHA Hecla Kakylo-To yylb, HO CTeH
HE MOT OTJIeNaTbCsl OT OLIYyIIEHUs, 4To Bc€ 31O mpaBaa. HemownsTHas, Ho, mpaBna. Ero apyses
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xuBbl. [1o kpaiineit mepe, nBoe u3 HUX. MIX Hajo HaiiTh, HO 4TO XAET ero Buepeau? Harkuuch
OH Ha TaKylo TOJILY, 4TO MpOIlljla HECKOJIBKO JHEW Ha3ajl, U )KU3Hb Y HETo Oy/eT 04eHb KOPOTKOM,
a CMEpPTh MYUYHUTEIBHOU U ykacHOU. OT pa3ayMHuil ero OTBJIEK YIABIIMA HA CTOJI U3-3a CITUHBI CBET.
Cren o0epHyJCs ¥ YBUEIN CTapUKa, CTOSALIETO y CaMOro BXOJa.

— Kxe, kxe, — npokanuisuicst oH, — MOXHO?

— 3axomu, — npurnacui ero CteH.

— 51, KOHe4HO, U3BUHSIOCH, HO, MHE BCeraa ObUIO MHTEpecHO, Tae kuBET I1laiina, koraa yxo-
JIUT B JIEC.

— [aiina? Tak 30ByT BenbMy? — cipocui ero CteH.

— Ja, Hlaiina. Ona Bam pa3Be He cka3zana? A MeHs 30ByT HOpToH, — mpencTaBuics cTapuk.

— Creninu, — orBeTus eMmy CteH. — A Thl €€ XOpOIIO 3Haeulb?

— Bcero cBoro xu3Hb, — orBeTHII HOopToH. — Kak noMmHro.

— IIpaBna? A pacckakxu MHE O HEl?

— Pacckazars? D10 MOXKHO. A, 4TO Tebe paccka3aTh?

— A naBayi ipsiMO ¢ caMOro Hadasa, — MaxHyJa pykoil CTeH.

— Hy, Tak coymaii. Pogusics s net. .. cempaecsat Ha3al. Tak BOT, Korja MHE ObLIO JIET BOCEMb,
sI C HEM Y TTO3HAKOMMJICS. . .

— UYro 161 MHe Bpémb! Kakue Bocemb? Eif OT cuitbl roga aBaanars aBa, He 6osnblie!

— Xe, — ycmexHyscs crapuk. — OHa U JecsTh JIeT Ha3a/ BbINIAJENA TaK Ke, U MATbAECAT.
Hy, cnymaii u He nepebuBaii. B o0miem, B BOceMb JIET sl TO3HAKOMUWIICS C HEH, KOorjaa ceMbs Most
nepebpanacsk B JlecHoit Omnot. OHa Beeraa aeprkanach CTOpOHOU JPYTUX A€TeH, M BO3PaCTOM MEHS
Oba moctapiie. E€ Torna B yueHuIlbpl Hata TpaBHUIA B3su1a. CIOCOOHOCTH LENUTENIbCKUE B HEl
IPOCHYIUCH. Tak BOT, MO3HAKOMUJIUCH MBI C HEH, U IPYKUTh HadaJId. A KOrja MHE II€CTHAALATh
CTYKHYJIO, TIPU3HAJICA S €, 4TO JIFOOI0. A OHA OTBETWIIA, YTO MHJI 51 €H, 1a BOT TOJIBKO JAPYTOMY
CyXJ/IeHa OHa U He ObITh HaM C Hero BMecTe. PaccTpouscs s Torga, HO pyK CBOMX HE OIYCTHIL:
BUJIET sI, YTO M JIpyTUe TAapHH 3a HEl Oerarot, Jaxke Te, 4TO OOMXKajH KOTNIAa-TO, J1a BOT TOJBKO
HHUKOTO OHa K cebe Oim3ko He moamyckaeT. Cam BUAMIIb, KpacHBasi OHA, HE TaKas, Kak OObIYHBIC
JOU. A s BOT BO3bMU U MOKJISIHUCH, YTO HU C KEM s He Oyny, eciau He ¢ Hell! A oHa omsTh HU
B Kakyro. B 001em, BCro )KH3HB CBOIO s tobuBacs e€. S crapern, ona xoporena. S apsxien, oHa
CTaHOBWJIACh CHIIbHEE. SI BeNb 10 MpeKHEeMY JIF00II0 €€, 1a BOT TeIeph Kak J104Yb, MIIM KaK BHYUKY.
Ob6ewanue To 51 cBo€ caepkai. M B e€ mia3zax st BUKY, UTO He Oe3pa3iinyeH 5 e, HO BOT B T'OJIOBY
cebe oHa BOWIIA, YTO Cy>KJeHa KoMy-ToO, ¥ Bc€! [la u ben, ToT, uTo npumén, 100uThcs € mbiTacs,
HO OHa TOJIKO U MOIJIA, YTO OTKa3aThb EMY.

— ben? — nepecnpocun CreHmnu.

— Hla, ToT, uTo cKkBO3b Jec npoién. C Topapumamu. JKanb, 4TO HE BCE OHU BBIKHUIIH.

— A xorza Thl y3HaJI, 4TO OHA Marueu Bianaeer? — cnpocui crapuka CreH.

— JaBHo. Koraa TpaBauna Haia nomepaa, [llaiina u crana namei 3Haxapkoii. bbisasio, moBo-
JMT pyKaM# HaJ| OOJBHBIM, TOT U BbI3nopaBiuBaeT. OcobeHHO panbl. OHM MPSIMO Ha I1a3ax 3aTsi-
TUBAIOTCS. A emnié OHa OT MaJIBIMIIEK OTOMBanach. briBao, 6eryT OHH K HEH, YTOOBI TOKOJIOTHTD,
U MaJlaloT Ha pOBHOM MeECTe, BCce, Kak oAuH. BoT norexa Obuial

— A ponutenu e€ KTo?

— Ponureneii s1 He 3acTat, MEpTBBI OHH yKe ObLTH. HO TOBOPST, HE M3 HAIIEHCKUX OHU OBLIH,
NPUIILTA B IEPEBHIO, KOTJ[a MaTh Ha CHOCSIX ObLIA, U TIONPOCHIIUCH MIPUIOTUTH UX. Tak M OCTANCh.
['oBoOpSIT, YTO MaTh, YTO OTEL] BEICOKKE OBLIH, YEPHOBOJIOCHIE M OYEHb KpAacUBBIE. 3a UEPHBIE BOJIOCHI
UX ¥ IPO3BaJIM BOpoHamMH. BoT Ha e€ kpacoTy u moBéncs onuH 3aBoauia. Jlonro on qodusacs eé:
U JIACKOH, M yroBopamu, u yrpo3amu. lllafine Torga jier ceMpb ObLTO, KOTAa Oefa cirydniachk. beut
HEPBbIN AEHD JIETa U CTAPOCTa PEUINII YCTPOUTD NMpa3AHUK. B JUIMHHOM ToMe 0CBOOOININ MECTO
JUIS TUIICOK, U JIyHA y>K€ JaBHO 3aBHCJIa HaJl IEPEBbSIMU, KOIJIa OH MPOHUK B 3a1 ¢ ocTporoil. Eé
POAMTENH TAHILIEBAJIU B LICHTPE 3aJ1a, KOTAa OCTPUE BOIILIIO B CMIUHY €€ Marepu. KoCTsAHON HaKOHEU-
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HUK MPOH3MI €€ HaCKBO3b U Monaji npsiMo B cepalie e€ myka. OH yMep Ha MecTe, a OHa eIlé J10JIT0
pwlaana, mpuduTas K MEPTBOMY TeJTy CBOEro JrodumMoro. B cymaroxe youiina cOexan, a oHa enié
HEJbIA J€Hb MYUYUJIACh, MMPEXKIC YeM YMEpeTh. YOUNIy BCKOpE MoWMalu, a €€ poauTeseld moxopo-
HUJIU TIOJ] MaJICHBKUM JTyOKOM, KOTOPBIH OHU OHAKIBI TPUHECIIH U3 JIECY H TIOCAIUIIN Ha OKParHe
nepeBHu. Ho camoe cTpamiHoe, 4To AeBOYKa BHUJENA CMEPTh CBOUX poaurteneil. OHa npuxoauia
K yOuiile 1 MpocTo cUjena u CMOTpella Ha HEro 4acaMu, a OH OopaJl Ha He€ U rpo3uiics yOuTh, Kak
yous u e€ poaurteneid. OgHaXKIbI €r0 HAIILIKA UCTEKITUM KPOBBIO, OTPYOMIIM HOTH U TOJIOBY, OYyITO
OH KOJIIYH, U 3aKONAJIM B Pa3HbIX sIMaX. JTO TENEph 5 3HAI0, YTO KOJIJIYHOM OH He ObLI, HO TOrJa
JIEPEBEHCKHE PEILNIIH, YTO KOJIAYH UMEHHO OH. YTO XK, [10 3aCilyraM HEroisio.

— He gyman, 4ro ¢ Heil BcE Tak cia0xkHO, — mporoBopuit CTeH.

— Ilocnymaii, Cteninu, Tol Oeperu e€, oHa Xopoluasi, XOTh XOJI0HA CHAPYXKH.

— Kak 6epeun? — He nossu1 ero CTeH.

— Hy, xax? Kak npy3es 6eperyT apyr apyra? Bel Benb yxonure, s 5TO 3HaO.

— Jla, yxonum, — nocjie HECKOJIbKUX MUHYT MOJYaHUS MPOU3HEC OH. — A Tbl, CTapHK, UTO
nenarb Oynenib?

— Ocranycs 31ech. OHa Oosblile HEe BEPHETCS, HO )KU3Hb BEJb HE 3aKOHUEHA? 31€Ch CTOJIBKO
JIeJ1, @ MY»KHKOB COBCEM HE OCTanoch. OHU KEHIUHBI Ja JIETH.

«babw1 na netu, — moBTopmI npo cedst CreH. — Bunare u BpaBay cepbE3HO UX MEPTBSIKU
norpenain». Ero oTBiEK 1enaecT mKyp 3a CIMHOM 1, 00epHyBIIKCh, OH yBHien [ainy. «BoponoB
Juts — He nTul, a JOAIUX POAUTENE», — MEIbKHYJa MbICIb B €ro ronose. OH cieaus, Kak
BeIbMa JI0CTaET U3-10Jl TyMOOUYKH aKKypaTHO CJIOKEHHYIO CYMKY M HauMHAET CKJIa/JbIBaTh B HEE
cBou Bemu. CHayana Kakue-To TpaBbl B MEIIOUKaX, 3aT€M OHA MOJI0XKHIIA B CYMKY HECKOJIBKO KHUT,
a rnocie Tyaa oTnpaBuiach U efa. CTeHIM BUJIEN, YTO Ha CTOJIE OCTAJIMCh JIEXKATh BCE KOJIJIOBCKUE
(onraHThl U COOPHUK CTUXOB, KOTOPBIE OH YCIEI TOJIHUCTATb.

— Bo3bsmu ¢ coboit eny, — oOpaTtunachk ona k CTeHy, Opocasi eMy MEIIOK.

CreH nociymancs ¥ 3aKMHYJI B HETO OCTAaTKM €/1bl. 3aT€M OH OIVISHYJICA M YBUZEI, Kak
BelbMa, 0€3 0COOBIX yCUIINH, HATATMBAET TETUBY Ha BTOpoi yk. OHa CHs1a CBOW MEepHAThIH I1all
¥ HaJlesa Apyroi, 0oJee mpocToii M MpUBbIYHBIN. [10TOM HaluIa BTOpOii KoT4aH, B3sijla CYMKY U JTyK
U CKa3aja, IOCMOTPEB EMY B Ivla3a:

— 51 Buxy, Thl cO MHOM uaémib. [loToponuce, Hal My Tk HE OJINU30K.

CreH cxBaTui CBOM MOJIOT, BTOPOM JIyK, KOJTYaH M MEIIOK M BBICKOYMJI Ha YJIHILY BCIIE]
3a BeJIbMOM. 32 HUMU 10pKHYJI HOpTOH, 11 OHUM HampaBWIKCh K Onypkaiiineit onmyiike. Boiing B nec,
CreH OKJIMKHYI BEAbMY:

— O, nocroit! Kyna mbt uném?

— Ha ceBep, — oro3Banace Ta.

— W To1 naxe He nomnpomaenbes ¢ Hopronom? — cripocut oH e€.

Benpma ocranoBuiack u odepHynack. E€ rma3a BCTpeTHIIUCH C IT1a3aMH CTapHKa, M BIIEPBEIC
Cren yBuaen cié€spl, BOT-BOT F'OTOBbIE copBarhes ¢ €€ Bek. OHa noponuia Kk Hoprony u kpenko
oOHsia crapuka. «Kak oObIYHBIN UenoBeKk», — 3ameTus1 npo ceds CreH.

— IIpomaii, — npomienrtana ona. — TBoell ObITh HE MOIVIA 1, THI HE MO cyap0a. [Ipoctu, — 1o eé
IIEeKe MMOTEKIA CJIE3UHKA, U BeJbMa 3aKMYPHJIach, IBITAACH CAEPKATh OTOK TOTOBBIX MPOJIUTHCS
CHEs.

Crapuk normaaui e€ mo kECTKUM BOJIOCAM M YTO-TO MpolIenTai el Ha yxo. OHa ynbIOHy-
Jach, pacKphblia IJla3a U MOLeNoBaja ero B mEKy. 3aTeM BbIHYJIA U3 BOJIOC YEPHOE NEPO U OThalla
Hoprony. Crapuk ynbIOHyscCs, a BeAbMa NOBEPHYJIach K HEMY CIIMHOM U 3aiaraia Ha cesep. CTeH
JIBUHYJICS 3@ HEH, HO BCE-TAaKH OIVISIHYJICS IOCMOTPETh Ha cTapuka. HopToH cTos1 Ha TOM e MecTe,
00sich nomeBennThesl, U CTEH BUJIEN €ro HallOJHEHHBIN IrpycThio B3I, CTapuK CMOTpEN BCieN
YXOJAIICH AEBYIIKE, CMOTPE, KaK €ro eIMHCTBEHHAs JII0OOBD, JIIOOOBH BCEH €ro JKU3HU HAaBCEI/Ia
HOKHUAET €ro.
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3. beckpanHumn nec

— Hy u cxonbko Ham emi€ Oy aaTh 10 ATUM JiecaMm? — 00paTuiics OH K BeJibMe. — ThI-TO XOTh
3HAaelllb, KaK Ha3bIBAE€TCSI ATOT JIeC B OOJIBIIIOM MUPE?

— Her, — xopotko orsernna Ilaiina.

— beckpaiinuii! — noyuutensHo npousHéc CteH. — M o TBOMM clioBaM Mbl yXe Buepa
JIOJKHBI ObUTH BBIMTH U3 HETO.

— M BeritneM. Ckopo. JlaBHO 37ech He ObIBaJIa 5, — OTBETHJIA BelbMa B CBOCH MaHEpe.

— Hy BoT, BBIliZIEM MBI, @ YTO JajbIie?

— ThI mOKIEIb CBOEH JOPOTOM, 51 CBOEH.

— Cnywaii, BenbMa, T€0s K€ B IEPBOM IEPEBHE COXKTYT, €Ba Thl TaM MOSBULILCS. Thl TOBO-
pHIIb TaK, CJIOBHO cama HallpalllMBaellbcs Ha KOCTEP.

— 51 3naro. TBoit mpyr MHe roBOpuII 0 TOM ke. [ToaToMy B3sa ¢ co000ii 1 KHUTH.

— W yemy ke yyaT TBOM KHUTH?

BwMecTo orBeTa BenbMa npoMosyaia. belio MOHATHO, YTO HE TAK YK CHJIBHO € OMOTaeT
camocCTosTeNIbHOE 00yUYeHHE.

— Bot ckaxu MHe, BeZibMa, Kak Te0sl Ben4arb? — CIIPOCUJI OH.

— 1 Boponos /luts.

— B Oonbirom Mupe Tak He TOBOPAT. Eciiu T€0st KTO CIPOCHT, THI IOJKHA OyA€Ih OTBETUTH:
«Mens 30ByT Jlutst BopoHoB», — CTeH mpu3amymaics, a moToM nponoinkui. — Hert, Torna tebds
TOYHO COXTYT. /letn BopoHOB B MMIepuu HE BCTPEUAIOTCS, @ €CIM M BCTPEYAIOTCS, TO JKUBYT
Henouro. Jla u umsa TBo€ — [laiiyia — CIMIIKOM MPUBJIEKATENIbHOE. Sl 32 COPOK JIET KU3HU HU pa3y
He cnblman o Aesylike ¢ umeHem llaina. Tak yTo, Bo3bMU ceOe Kakoe-HUOYIb NMPOCTOE UMSI.
Curypna, Hanpumep, uian Amn. Xotst CUryp Toxe He OUEHb. . .

— 3a TBOW coBeT Tebe s OaromgapHa, — HapacmneB mporredeTana oxHa.

Crennu XJIONHYJ ceds TaJ0HbIO TI0 JIOY ¥ IPOCTOHA:

— Omsath ThI 32 cBOE? 3a TBOW coBeT Tebe s OmaromapHa. Kakoit yxxac. OOBIYHBIN YEIIOBEK
cKkazai OblI «Omaromapro Te0s 32 COBET», HITU «CIAcUO0 3a COBET», HO HUKAK HE 3TO.

— Cmacu6o 3a cosert, — monpasmiiack Ilafina.

— Bort, Tak-To nmyuire. TosbKo e111é roBOpu He HapacIieB U TOrIa BOOOIIE OyJAeT OTIIMYHO. A TO
TeOs IPUMYT HE 32 BEIbMY, a 32 OJIAYKEHHYIO WIH CIIa00yMHYIO.

— Cnacu6o 3a coBer.

— O, 6oru, Hy ¥ YU4EHUILY BbI MHE MTOJICYHYJIH, — CXBAaTHUJICS OH 32 TOJIOBY.

OH cneoBa 3a BEAbMOM, IS/ HA ONABIIYIO JIMCTBY 110/l Horamu, kak Bapyr Lllaiina pesko
BBIXBaTHWJIa JIK U OTIIpaBWJIa B MOJET IBE CTPEJbl: OJHY 3a Apyroil. CTeH yBHIed TOJIBKO, KaK J1Ba
MepTBEeLa CBAIMIIMCH Ha 3eMJII0 ¢ TPoOUTHIMU rojoBamu. [1laiina nogomnuia k HUM U 3abpaina cBou
CHap#/JIbl, PE3KO BBIACPHYB MX U3 THUJIBIX YEPETIOB.

— I'ne TbI Tak Hay4usIach CTPENATH? — CIIPOCUII OH BEAbMY.

— Ha 310 BpemeHnu nmena s 10cTarouHo, — OnsATh Hapacnes npousHecia [laiina.

— A st nyku? Otkyna onu y 1e0s1? — CTeH JaBHO MOHSUI, 4TO JIYK B pykax Lllaiiner He ycTy-
HAET 110 MOLIHOCTH €r0 JIYKY.

— Poputeneit Moux, — OTBETHJIA OHA.

— Hano roBoputh «Moux poautenein», noxsia?

— Cnacu6o 3a coBer.

— A moueMy ThI HE BOCIIOJIb30Bajlach Maruen? — peluics 3a7ath OH JaBHO MHTEPECOBABILNN
€ro BOIIPOC.

— Korna M1 BeliizieM u3 siecy, st Oyay npsitarbes. Henb3s Tam cuity IposIBIIATD U sl y4yCh KUTh
0e3 Heé, — OTBETHIIA OHA.
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— IIpaBunpHO MbIcUIIb. Tam BebM He JIFOOST.

— U s BenpM He m00I10.

— To1 5xe cama Benpma? — yausuics CTeH.

Ha ero Bompoc Hlaiina mpomonuana. Buaumo, y He€ ObLIM NPUYMHBI HE OTBEYATh €MY,
a OH ¥ He 0co00 JONBITHIBAJICA /10 IpaBiabl. BeuepoM OHM yCTpOWIM MPHUBAJ CPEAU JIEPEBBLEB,
u noka Ctrennm OpoAni MO OKpyre, coOupasi XBOPOCT, BeIbMa B OYEPEIHON pa3 MpojaesbIBaia
CBOH, y’K€ CTaBUIMHI IIPUBBIYHBIM, puTyasl. Ha cTBoOsEe KakIoro nepeBa OHa BbIpe3ajla pyHBI H,
IPOKOJIOB Tajierl, o0arpmia uX KpoBblO. 3aTeM pacchllajia BOKPYT IMOPOIIOK M3 CYHIEHBIX TpPaB
U MIPUHSUIIACh pa3JieNblBaTh TYLIKY KyHUIIbI, IOJCTPENIEHHYIO €10 nocie nonyaHs. Kak ona 3ame-
TUJIA CPEIU TYCTBIX BeTBEH 1nub, CTEHIM MOT TOJIBKO IpeAnonararb. Pa3sens kocTép, OH Hacaaui
N00BIuYy Ha BETKY U IPUHSAJICS €€ xKapuTh. BpeMeHaMu OH cpe3alt MoJI0CKU Msica U MPOTATUBAI UX
BeabMe i e cam. A Ilaiina cunena u cMoTpesia B TEMHOTY M BCIYLIMBAIaCh B TUIIMHY, U CO3/1a-
BAJIOCH BIEYATIIEHUE, OYTO HEYTO MBITATIOCh OTTOBOPUTH €€ MOKUAATh 3T Mecta. Ha e€ mmie
3acThlIa IPyCTh U TOCKa, U CTEH He XOTeN TPEBOXKUTS €€ paccripocamu. OGcocaB NOCIEAHUE KYHbU
KOCTOYKH, OHH JIETJIH criaTh. CaMbIM OOJBIINM ITFOCOM B ITyTEIIECTBHH C BEIBMOM OBLIO TO, YTO
HE HaJI0 ObLIO BBICTABIIATH J030pHBIX. CTEHIIN MOTHOCTHIO JOBEPAJ YapaM JIEBYILLIKU U B 3TOT pa3
OHM TOXKE€ HE TIOABENIN. A MPOCHYJICS OH CPEAM HOUM OT TOTO, UTO IPSIMO HaJl €ro rojIoBOH pa3iaBa-
JMCh CTOHBI U ENKaHbe 3y00B. B cBeTe AOroparoiiero KocTpa oH YBHUJIEN, YTO BOKPYT UX CTOSTHKU
CIIOHSIFOTCS HECKOJIbKO MepTBenoB. 11laiina Toxke mpunoaHsIachk M HaOIOqaIa 32 MIPOUCXOISIIIM.

— Bac Bcex ckopo He CTaHeT, — IPOU3HECIIA OHA COBCEM I0-YEJIOBEUECKH.

[Torom oHa serna u 3acHya, Kak OyTO BOKPYT HUX HUYETO He mpoucxoamio. CTeHIH OCH-
JIeJI HEMHOTO U TOXe JIET cnarh, cienys e€ npumepy. HayTpo oT MepTBEIIOB HE OCTAJIOCH U CIIEAA.
OHu coOpanu CBOU MOKUTKU U OTIPABWINCH B IyTh, 3aTONTAB €UIE NbIMSIINECS YIIM HOTaMHU.
N onsare 1laiina crana noOBITYNKOM, TMOACTPETUB HA 3TOT pa3 MPOJETAIONIYIO MTHUILY, SKHUPHYIO
U HEeyKIoKyto. CTEHIM caM HUKOrZa Obl HE IOMaj BO BHE3AIIHO BO3HUKILIYIO II€JIb, HO BEIbMa
ObL1a ObIcTpa, cioBHO MONHHUA. [lonxons k 100bde, OHa BIPYI HACTOPOXKUIACh, OCTAHOBHJIACH
U 3amepia.

— Yo Takoe? — cripocui nogouenmunii k Heit Cren.

— Onu unyt. bnusko, — oreeruina [laiina.

Kro Takue «onm» Cten nmonsut 6e3 o0bsacHenmit. MEpTarie. U BenbMa Tak He mepekuBaia Obl,
Oyab OMaCHOCTh HECEphE3HasL.

— Otkyna? — cipocui oH. — CKOJbKO uX?

Benbma pykoli mpoBesa IMoyKpyT, OXBaTbIBasi BECh CEBEP M 4aCTh 3aIlaja.

—Uro 6 Bac Bcex! — BeIpyraucs oH. — M 4ro teneps?

— M1 yxe 01u3KkH OT BbIxoja u3 jeca. [Ipomomkum myTh.

— TrI ¢ yma couuta, Benpma? CoBceM MyxoMopoB oObenack? Mx ke Tam, HaBepHOE, COTHH!
Wnu T cHOBa mipoBenéib HAC, Kak TOTAa, Ha 0ooTe?

— Her, — orBeTuna Beapma. — Mbl CIUIIKOM OU3KO K BalllUM MaraM. MeHs MOTYT yuysTb.
be3 marum npuaércst 000UTHUCH.

— Te1 TouHO pexHynach, — nporosopui CTeH.

— Iloliném, BenUKUA BOUH. MBI CMOXKEM HMX MPOWTH, — U OHA MOIUIA JaJbllIe, HAJOXKHUB
Ha TETHBY CTpeIy U 3a0bIB O CBOEH 100bIUE.

Cren nocnenoBan €€ npuMepy M B35 JyK Hau3rotoBky. [lepBoro mepreena noacrpenuia
Hlaitna, uemy Cren He Obul ynuBiéH. Bonpekn ero oXugaHusM OHa HE OCTAHOBWJIACH, YTOOBI
3a0partb cTpeny, a pouuia MUMO. ClieayIoiuil MepTBELl TOKE JOCTAJICA €M, @ BOT TPETHETO CPa3HII
Cren. OH CITyCTHII TETHUBY, ¥ €T0 CTpeJIa Yroauia psMo B 100 O6e3ri1a3oMy BoccTaBIieMy. A 3areM
KOJIM4€CTBO MEPTBBIX MHOTOKPATHO yBennumioch. He mepecraBast oTcTpennBaTbes, OHU 1IN BIIe-
PEx, HO ¢ KayKJbIM 1IarOM UX NMPOJBMKEHHE 3amenisiock. llaiina BbImycTHIa MOCIEIHIOW CTPEly
U MepeKrHyJa JyK uepes miedo, a CTeH B CBOIO Ouepe/lb 3aMETHUIL, UTO Y HETO eII€ OCTalI0Ch IpU-
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JMYHOE KOJIMYECTBO cTpel. JleBylika 3amepia, pa3Bes B CTOPOHBI pyku, U CTeHNIN pasmisen,
KaK Ha €€ ThUIBHOM CTOPOHE JIaJIOHEH PacCKpBIBAIOTCSA PaHbl, MPEBPAILAsACh B 3allyTaHHBIC aJble
y30pbl. OH BBIITYCTHJI CTPEITY B MOJIOMIE/IIErO K HEN BIUIOTHYIO MEPTBELIA, U TYT OHa oxuiia. Kak
JIMKasi KOIlIKa OHa Opocuiiach Ha Bpara, U €€ Kyjak, CIIOBHO MOJIOT, CHEC IoJIOBYy OiMbKaliemy
Bpary. «Huuero cede», — npucBuctayn Crennu. OH noBepHysics cnuHoi k [laiine u moHsi, 4To ux
OKpyxwmiH. Ero crpena BOH3MIach B rOJI0BY MEPTBELLY, U ITOKA TOT M1, CICAYIOIIAs YK JIeTela
K cBOeH 1enu. «YeTslpe, msTh, ECTh, — cCUUuTal OH Ipo cedst. — Cemb, ceMb...» Ha ceapmoMm ero
CTpEJIbl 3aKOHYMIINUCH. Toraa OH OTOPOCHII JIYK, U MOJIOXKUJI JIaJI0Hb Ha PYKOSITh JTFOOMMOTI0 KJIEBLIA.
[IepBoro BoccTaBIIEro OH BCTPETUI yAAPOM KyJlaKa € JIEBOM, a 3aTeM J00MII TOTO MOJIOTOM, TPOOUB
106 xmoBoM. KieBell Bpe3asicsi B BUCOK CIIEAYIOLIEMY MEPTBELLY, IpeBpalliasi FOJI0BY TOrO B Kally.
Kro-To Buenuics emy B miedo, Ho CTEH OHUM PBIBKOM pPa3BEpHYII €ro U ciomai mer. Boccras-
WK HE yTaja U He YMep, HO MOTEPsU CIIOCOOHOCTh OPHEHTUPOBATHCS M Havdall MEUIaTh IPYTHM
arakoBaTth CreHa. Bparu HacTynaiy crijioiHbIM IOTOKOM, M OH Hayajl MEIJIEHHO, HO BEPHO OTCTY-
narb, caBasi CBOIO No3ulMi0. CTEH MOHMMAaJ, YTO IPOUTPHIBAET U OOEPHYJICS MOCMOTPETh, KaK
oOcroAT nena y BeapbMbl. K cBoeMy ykacy oH He oOHapyxui e€. Ha 3emiie Bassiuch pa3opBaH-
HBIC YaCTH YEIIOBEYECKUX TEJI, @ B CTOPOHE TOJIIAa BOCCTABIIMX 00pa30Baia IIOTHOE KOJIBIIO, SIBHO
IBITAsICh YTO-TO tocTath. «lllaitna! — ¢ yxxacom monsut oH. — OHu 1oOpauck 10 Heé!» Uto cuib-
Hee MMOBEPIVIO €ro B IIOK: TO, YTO BEAbMa NOBEPKEHA UIIU TO, YTO C €€ KOHYMHON YMPET U OH, OH
He 3HaJl. Ero yxac cMeHuics sipocthio M CTEH pUHYJICS K HEM Ha OMOILlb, HO, CJIEaB JIUIIb [apy
11aroB, OCTAaHOBUWJICS: U3AIIHAs KEHCKA PyKa, CJIOBHO JIE3BUE KOCBI pa3pe3alia OHO U3 Tel U Mpo-
1IUIACh 110 KPYTy CTOJIIMBIIMXCS MEPTBELIOB, IIPEBPAILlasl UX B pa30pBaHHbIE OIMETKH. Terna, pac-
WIeHEHHBIE HAJIBOE, PA3JIETEJINCh 110 OKPYTe, U BEbMa BBICKOUMJIA U3 CMEPTENIBHOIO KankaHa. OHa
C HEUEJIOBEYECKON CKOPOCTHIO MOJCKOUMIIA K OUEPETHOMY MEPTBELLY U peOpPOM JIaIOHU CHECIIA EMY
MakKy1lKy, OyaTo cpesana medyoM. CTEHIM MPOCTO ONEIni oT mpoucxonsmiero. Ho ogHoro mura
3aMelIaTeNbCTBA XBAaTUIIO, YTOOBI XOJIOAHBIE PYKU BLENWINCH eMy B Jnllo. OH Tak U HE ycrel
TOJIKOM TOHSTh, YTO MPOMU3O0IILIO, KOT/Ia MOYYBCTBOBAJ CHIIbHBIA TOMUOK. CTeH AEpHYICA BIEpEn
U PyKH, 0OXBaTHUBILIKE €0 JUI0, pa3KaJIUCh U MOJIETENN Ha 3eMi1t0. OH 00epHYJICs, TOTOBBINA HaHE-
CTH yzap, HO MO3aJA¥ HEro OKAa3aJIMCh JIMIIb OCTAaHKM MEPTBELA, JIMIIMBIIAECS PYK U T'OJOBBI.
CreH nouckai B3IVISI0M BelbMY U 0€3 TpyJa HalElN e€: B HECKOJIBKUX CaXEHSIX OT HETo JEBYIIKA
C pa3BOpPOTa BpPE3ajia HOTOM I10 TOJICHSIM MEPTBELA, YXBATUIIACH 32 ITOJIETEBLIEE TEJIO U, TI0KA TOT
HE JIOCTHT 3eMJIH, IEPEKHHYJIa eTo uepes3 ceds, cimbas ¢ Hor emé ABoux MEPTBBIX. He ocTanasim-
BasICh, OHA ITOJICKOYNJIA K HUM M BOH3WJIA JIAIOHb B IEI0 OTHOMY MEPTBEILY, BEIPBAJIA €TI0 II03BOHOY-
HUK BMECTE C TOJIOBOM M pa30uiia el roioBy BTOPOro MepTBela. 3aTeM CXBaTUJIACh 3a IEPEIOMaH-
HYI0 KOCTb I'OJIEHH TPETHEro, BhIpBaja €€ U NpoH3uia €il 3aTblIoK nociaeanero. OHa obepHynach
U HE DI METHYJIA OCKOJIOK KOCTH B CTeHa. BeTepok KOCHyJICS €ro 1eKH, KOrjia OHa IposieTana
MHMO €T0 TOJIOBBI, H OH YCIIBIIIAN YaBKAIOIIUI 3BYK 3a criiHOM. CTeH 00EpHYJICS M yBUIENT Maja-
IOLIETO MEPTBELA, U3 FOJI0BBI KOTOPOTO TOpyalia 3Ta caMasi KocTb. OH BHOBb OOEPHYJICS U B3IVISIHYJI
Ha BeapMy. OHA HE LIeBENINIach, U OH B3MISIHYJ Ha €€ JIMI0, BCE 3Ma3aHHOE KycKaMu MEPTBOM
IUTOTH. A TIOJI 9TUM MECHBOM BUIHEIUCH PAHBI, CIUIOINIb pa3yKpacuBmiue e€ MEKH, 100 U 1momdo-
POJIOK, 3aIJIeTEHHbIE B KpAaCUBBIE Y30Pbl U OOpaMIIEHHBIE PYHUYECKUMU CUMBOJIAMH.

— Czagu! — kxpukHyna ona u CteH, He DISIAS, YAAPHI C pa3BOPOTA.

KitroB kneBia Bomén B BUCOK MEPTBELLY, a CUJIbHBIN yaap cBaiui ero Ha 3eminto. CteH nép-
HYJI MOJIOT, IEpPEXBATUI €r0 00EMMH PyKaMU U UHTYUTHUBHO YapuJil ¢ pa3BopoTy. TsKENBINA MOJIOT
BCTPETUJICSL CO JIOOM OUEpEeHOrO0 MEPTBELA U TOJIOBAa, HE BBIIAEPXkAaB yaapa, JIonHyna. TéMHas
BOHIOUas JkKka OpbI3HyJa B 1a3a CTeHy, ¥ Ha Kakoe-TO MTHOBEHHE OH oclienl. PasmaxuBas Bo Bce
CTOpPOHBI KJIEBLEM, OH IBITAJICS IIPOTEPETH IV1a3a JIEBOM PYKOM, HO MUP IIEPE HUM PACIUIBIBAJICS
Y BOCCTaBUINME CIIMBAJINCh C AepeBbIMHU, 3acTaBiisid CTeHa aparbes ¢ MycToToi. Bapyr c3anu ero
CXBaTWJIM CUJIbHBIE PYKU U MOTALLMIH 32 cO00H. OH yaapui1 JIOKTEM U yCIIbIIIA 3BOHKUN )KEHCKUN
KpPUK B OTBET:
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— Oro s! Uau 3a muOI!

— 51 e Buxky! — BeikpukHys CreH. — Kakas-To qpsHb 3aaui1a MHe 11asal

— JlaBaii pyky! — oHa cxBaTuia ero 3a JiaioHb. — [IpocTo nepecrasisii Horu!

Cren 00xBaTHI1 €€ MaJIeHbKYIO CKOJIB3KYIO JIAJIOLIKY ¥ pUHYJICS 3a Hel. Ero rma3a ciunanucse,
¥ OH OO0sUICS TOJIBKO OIHOTO: CIOTKHYThCS. ETo orpoMHast MyCKyaucTas J1aJIoHb 00XBaThIBajia HEX-
HYIO0 MAJICHBKYIO Py4YKy BEIbMBI, KOTOPOI OHa COBCEM HEIaBHO IepeOnBaia KOCTH M pacuIeHsIIa
TeJa MOJHIBIIUXCS U3 MOTWII uynoBuIl. CTeH Oexan 3a Hell, ¢ TPYIOM IepecTaBisisi HOTH, a OHa
HECIIach BIEPEN, TAHS ero 3a COOOH.

— Crona! — ycnblman oH e€ rojioc u moBepHyd Beiien 3a [laiinoit. — beictpo, mpombiBaii ra3za!

OH nouyBCTBOBaJI, KaK Be/IbMa MBITAETCS €r0 HAKJIOHUTH U nojaaics eil. CtaB Ha KOJIEHU
Y OITYCTHUB PYKH BHHU3, OH OLIYTHJI XOJIOAHYIO CBEKECTh OeryIlero pydeiika. beicTpo oMbIB J1aJJoHH,
CreH 3auepnHys BOJBI U TUICCHYJ €i Ha CBOE JUI0. 3aTeM emié u emié pa3, CMbIBasi CKIM3KYIO
rasocth. Ero masa pasiuIuimich, ¥ OH CMOT PaCCMOTPETh, UTO MEPTBELIBI MEJIEHHO MTOJ0UPAIOTCS
K HUM. BesibMa cTOs1a Ha KOJIEHSIX PSIOM ¢ HUM M CMbIBaJla THUIYIO IJIOTh CO CBOMX PYK U JIMLIA.
VY30pbl U3 paH MEAJIEHHO 3aTATMBAJIMCH caMu co00i. OHa OIIsIHYJIach U BCKOYMJIA HA HOTH.

— bexxum! — ckomanoBaia ona U CTeH MOTYMHUIICS.

HebGonbiias nepenpiiika y pyubs nouvia CTeHy Ha MOJb3Y, U OH OLIYTUJ MPUIUB CHIL
He orcraBas ot Bemymieil ero BeAbMbI, OH Oexall, n30eras TAHYIIUXCS K HEMY MEpPTBEIOB
U He yTpyxnas cedst OuTh uX, Aa0bl He TepsTh BpeMeHU. Takas roHka jjiuiach Oojee daca,
u B utore CTeH, BEHIOMBIIUCH U3 CUJI, CBAIMIICS Ha ONABIIYIO JICTBY.

— Bceragaii! — nmogornia kK HeMy BeibMa M ITHYJIa €r0 HOCKOM carora B 60k. — Ouu enié 6:1m3Ko
Y MOTYT Hac y4ysTh.

— Jla mycTh XOTb COXPYT, HO B ONMKallliue MsITh MUHYT sl HE CABUHYCh C 3TOTO MECTa, —
CreH r1y0OKO BIOXHYII M BBIIOXHYJI, OLIyIIasi HEXBATKy Bo31yXa. — He 3Hato, kakue TpaBbl Thl TaM
noTpeOIsielIb, HO 3/I0pPOBBI TPEHUPOBAHHBIA BOMH HE B CHJIaX 32 TOOOW YIHATHCS.

— Xopo1110, — OTBETUJIA OHA U CHsJIA ¢ ce0s IJIalll ¢ MOACOXIIMMH KyCKaMU MEPTBOM IUIOTH.

Omna noTpsicna UM, IbITAsACh OTOAPATh KYCKH JIUIKOTO THUJIOTO MsIca, a 3aTeM I0€JI0311a UM
1o onasuiei aucTBe. CTEH JIeKal U CMOTPE, KaK JKENThIE JINCThS, COUThIE BETPOM, IPOIOIIKAIOT
CBOM HETOPOIUIMBBINA NOJET OT KPOHBI JiepeBa K 3emiie. EMy Bcerna HpaBuiaach OCE€Hb, TOUHEE ITOT
e€ mepuo, HO TOJIBKO HE B 3TOM rofy. «Terneps magaroniue JucThbs OyIyT 10 KOHIIA MOUX JTHEH
HArlOMUHAaTh MHE O BCTAOLIMX MEPTBELax», — MOAyMall OH.

— Ilogaumaiics, BOMH, — 000pBaJia ero pa3ayMbs BebMa.

Cren BcTan u nonpasuil Koapayry. C cobol y HEro ocTtascs MEUOoK ¢ MpOoBU3KEH Aa JIto0u-
MBI Ki1eBell. JIyk ¥ KoJ4aH OH MOTepsJI B JIecy. A BOT BelbMa B JIECY HE MIOTEPsLIIa HUYETO, HE CUU-
Tas cTpell. Be€, ¢ uem oHa BhIIUIA U3 10MY, OCTAIOCH IpHU Hel. «Kak oHa emeé nparscs ymyapsi-
Jach, yBelIaHHAs BCEM 3TUM OapaxiioM?» — yIuBUIICS OH. PactipaBuB muie4un, OH OAOUIEN K BeIbMe
¥ BMECTE OHHM JIBUHYJIHCH JIaJIbIlIe Ha CEBEP, yiKe HE OeroM, HO OBICTPBIM IaroM. JJoBoIbHO 10T0
oHM Openu B MouaHuu ¥ CTEH Hauaj 3aMeyarhb, YTO BEIbMY CJIErKa MOLIAaThIBAET.

— Tebe 10x0? — CIIPOCHIT OH JACBYIIKY.

— Co MHO# TaKkoe ObIBaeT, — OTBETHIIA OHA.

— 51 Bc€ He MOTY MOHSATH: KaK Thl pyKaMHU pa3pblBajia 3TUX MEPTBSKOB, a? OuepeanHas marus?

— He marus, HO 65n3ko K Hell. Mbl mogo0paiuch K BalllUM Maram, OHU MEHsI Y4ysiTb MOTYT,
a pyHbI HE Y4YIOT HUKOT/a.

— To ectb, panbl Ha TBOEM Tene — 3T0 pyHbI? Thl UTO, X BBIpE3aja uTO JU?

— JlaBHO, — TOJILKO ¥ OTBETHJIA OHA.

— W aro onu tebe narot? Kak onu padboraror? MoxeT, 1 MeHs Hay4uIlb? — 3aBaJIiI €€ BOIIPO-
camu Creninu.

23



B. H. ManbiweB. «TeHb Hagexabl. TEHN YHUUTOXEHHbIX uMnepuin. Knura 1»

— VBBI, Ha TO, YTOOBI IOCTUYD PYH CHITY, HOTPEOYIOTCS TOABL. S MHOTO JIET IOTpaTHIIa Ha 3TO,
Y JIMILb HEJABHO 3HAaHbE MONy4uiia. Te, 4TO OTKPBUIUCh HA MOUX pyKaxX W Telle, Jal0T MHE CUITY,
CKOpPOCTb U IPOBOPCTBO. Bce pyHbI, UTO OTKPHUINCH, YEPIAIOT CUITY U3 KPOBU MOEH.

— U3 xpoBu? — no CteHa, HaKOHEL, J0ILI0, KAKOTO poJia Maruio NPaKTUKYET BEIbMa.

— Jla, KpoBH. A Kak Tbl lyMaelllb, OTKyJa MHE B35ITh CUJIy? — B CBOIO OUYEpE/b CIIPOCUIIA ETO
B€IbMa, HO, HE JI0XKJIaBLINCh OTBETA, IPOJOKUTIA. — Bes Mos cuia — MOst KPOBb.

— Te1, HAaBepHOE, HE 3HACHIb, YTO ¢ TOOOW OyIeT, Korja JIFOIN y3HAIOT, KAKOW Maruei Thl
BJIaJieel’b. Maru oXoTATCsl Ha BeIbM M Ha TEX, KTO PAKTUKYET Maruio 0e3 ux BegoMa, Ho 0COOEHHO
0€3)KaJIOCTHBI OHU K TAaKUM, KaK ThI.

— 51 He x0uy pacKpbITON ObITh, HE Tak Oe3yMHa 5. [loaTOMy HE IpUMEHsIa CUJI CBOUX, MTPH-
ONMU3MBIIUCH K TpaHHULIE Jieca. MeHsl HUKTO HEe OOHApYKUT, OKyAa 51 HE MPOSBIIO BCEH CUIIbI, —
OTBETUJIA BEJIbMa U CIIOTKHYJIACh HA POBHOM MECTE.

CreH cymen NoAXBaTUTh €€ U TOCATUTH HA JIECHYIO OJCTUIIKY, IPUCIIOHUB CIIMHOM K IEPEBY.

—Yt0 ¢ TOOOI? — CIIPOCHIT OH.

— 51 mHOTO KpOBU noTEpsIa. MHE Ha/l0 OTIOXHYTh, HO HAM HEJb34 371€Ch OCTAaBaThCs, — pac-
TSIHYB IOCJIEIHUE CJIOBA, JIEBYIIIKA NIOTEPsIa CO3HAHUE.

CreH cuzen psIoM ¢ Hell U He 3Ha, 4To fenarb. «[lo-xopomemy, e€ Hamo Obl HAKOPMUTD, —
paccy»aj OH, — HO KaKk KOpMHUTb uejoBeka 0e3 cozHaHus?» Torna oH MOAHAJCS Ha HOTH, CTSHYI
¢ He€ JyK, KOJTYaH U METIOK 1 B3BAIHJI e€ ceOe Ha ruiedo. «JI€rkas kakasi, — oayMalt OH, MOTPaBIIsis
JIEBYLIKY, JI€KaIIYI0 Y HET0 Ha cruHe. — YyTh Tsbkenee nojiHoro Habopa opoHm». OH NpoIoiIKIII
yTb, CTApasiCh UATH KaK MOXHO ObICTpee, YTOObI JO HACTYIUIEHUSI CyMEpPEK YCIIETh MPOUTH Kak
MOKHO OOJIBIIIEE PACCTOSTHUE.

Ona 3am1eBenusach, KOrjaa Ha HeOe BbIChINanu 3B€3/1bl, a CTeH noaopachIBal y40K XBOPOCTa
B kepio koctpa. [llaiina packpbuia mia3a U ycTaBuiIach B HOUHOE HE0O. 3aTeM nepeBesia B3IIIsT
Ha CreHa u cripocuiia:

—I'ne s1?

— Te1 B Umniepun Apro, — ynbi0asich, oTBeTHI e CTeHIH.

— W13 neca mbl BeIIUIM? — HE yHUMaJIAach BeabMa. — Ho kak?

— 5] Héc Tebs Ha pyKax TpU AHS U TPU HOYH, [T0OKA, HAKOHELI, HE BHIOWJICS U3 CUJI, — CTapasiCh
TOBOPUTH CEPbE3HO, OTBETUIT OH.

Ha nuue BeabMbl 3aCThUIO0 U3YMIIEHHE, M OHA BHOBb CIIPOCHJIA!

— Kak cmor 1617 — HO, pa3misgeB B MOIYTbME €0 I'puMacy, MOHsIA, YTO MONanach Ha €ro
po3bIrpsint. — Tl Bpémib! — BockimkHyna ona. — Oomanmuk! Ckonbko st Obu1a BO cHe?

— IlonoBuny nHs, HE Oonbie. S pemt HecTH Tebs, CKOJIBKO CMOTY, U K Be4epy MBI BBIIILTH
u3 neca. [Toka Tl oTCchInanace, s HAOpas XBOpocTa U pazKEr KocTép. BoT, BO3bMHU, — OH POTSIHYI
[Iaiine Kycok BSUIEHOTO Msica U Ta, HEJOJTO JlyMasl, BLENUIach B HErO 3y0amu.

[ToxoHuuB ¢ Tpamne3oii, oHa oOparuiack k CTeHy:

— He 6pocwun 161 MeHs1, TeOe 51 OnmaronapHa.

— Ja, ycriokoiicst Tel. Thl MEHSI, BOH, CKOJIBKO pa3 criacasna, a s Tebst BCero-To oJiluH pa3odek, —
YXMBUIbHYJICS OH.

— Ho Bcé paBHo, criacu60. He MHOTHE roTOBBI OBIJIM MHE TOMOYb U JIaXe T€, KOro cracaia
panbie . Ho Thl, XOTeBIINI TOJIOBY MOIO CHECTH, B O€/ie MEHS HE OPOCHIL.

— beiBaer, — maxnyn pykoit CteH. — Thl 3HaeIIb, YTO-TO 51 ycTas Te€Os ceromHs Tackars. [loiay
Ka 5 CIarh, a Thl IOCTOPOKU HEMHOXKKO.

N Cren ynércst Ha MATKYI0 Ky4y CTEITHON TPaBbl, CIY>KaIIy0 €My CETOAHS IOCTENbIO, U IIPO-
BajwiIcsA B COH. OH IPOCHYJICS TOJIBKO TOT/A, KOTJA SIPKUI CONHEUHBIHN JIyd yaapui eMy HpsSMo
B IJ1a3 CKBO3b 3aKPBIThIe BeKH. CTEHIIN 3aKMYPHIICA, TOTSHYJICS U pa3Jenu Iv1a3a, OoCJe J0JIroro
cHa. Koctép maBHo norac, a [llaiina cunena Kk HeMy CIMHOM U CMOTpEJa Ha JIec.

— Ilouemy ThI He pa3Oynuiaa MEHs? — BMECTO MOXKEJIaHUs 100pOro yTpa CpoCui OH y He€.
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— Te1 kpenko crnan, a s cnath HE XOTeNa, — CIIOKOMHO OTBETHUJIA EMY BEAbMA.

— Hy, pa3 Tak, Toraa j1aiHO, — MaxHYJ OH PYKOH.

— Cobupaiics,, HaM B IIyTh I0pA.

CreH yrmakoBaj B CBOM MEIIOK BCE, YTO JIOCTAJ BEYEPOM, OCTABUB TOJIBKO OYPIIIOK C BOJOM
J1a mapy KyCKOB Msca.

— Th1 Oynews? — cupocuil OH BeAbMY, IPOTATUBas € oJuH U3 KycoukoB. Ho, He momyuus
HUKAKOTO OTBETA, caM MpuHsi pemeHue. — Hy, kak xoueus. MHe 0oJbllie JOCTaHEeTCs.

[lepexycuB, OHM MPOJOKMIM MYTh, CTyHas MO MPUOUTOMY K 3emiie KOBbUTIO. M3penka
0 ITyTH UM IOTaJaIUCh MAaJICHbKHE POLIUIIbI, HO YEM JaJIbLIIE OHU OTXOAMIIU OT JIECa, TEM MEHbILIE
JIEPEBbEB UM BCTPEUAJIOCH.

— U xyna Th1 HanpaBuibCs Aanbiie? — cnpocusl CTeH y BEAbMBI.

— He 3naro, He nymana 06 3Tom, — otBeTHIa emy [llaiina.

— Toraa nouuu co MHOM. M3 Hac mosyyaeTcst OTIMYHAas KOMaH1a, XOTh Thl ¥ BeJlbMa, — IIPe/-
JIOKUJI OH.

— A Kyza HaMepeH Thl TOUTU? — CIIPOCUIIA OHA.

— IlepBbim nenom B Jlaproc. 3asBio o cede, CKaxky UM, 4YTO MEPTBSIKM MEHSI B Jieca 3arHaju,
a KaK TOJIbKO BBIOpAsICs OTTYNA, TaK CPa3y B MajaThl U IMOIAJICS.

— A nanbiie yto?

— A nmanpie — OTJaM UM CBOIO KOJIBUYTY, 3a0epy 30JI0TO M MOAAaMCsl Ha ceBep, 3a Uepry,
HoJayIble OT 3TOTO Jieca U TBapel, YTO OOUTAIOT B HEM.

— Y0 32 «uepTa»? — HaBEpHOE, BIEPBbIC YAUBUIIACH BEIbMA.

—Yepra — 3T0 camas OoJbInas pexa Bo Bceld mmrepun. Tak Ha3Bain e€ cam Korew, xorma emy
IPUHECIU OJHY U3 MEPBBIX KapT €ro K€ rocynapcTaa. S rae-to unurai, 4yTo, yBUJIeB e€ Ha Oymare,
oH mpousHéc: «OHa Kak uepTa, AeTUT MOE rOCy/lapCTBO Ha CEBEPHYIO YacTh U 10KHYIO». C Tex
nop e€ Tak W CTaJu Ha3BaTh. B €€ ycThe, cTOS Ha OHOM Oepery He BUAHO JIPYyroro, Takas OHa
IMpoKasi. A HEJAaJeKo OT UCTOKa, CTOUT Ha Hel KpoHa Akkapust — Hamia cronuia. Tel ciydaem,
HE TyJa COOMpaenbes?

— Her, — xopotko orsetnna Ilaiina.

— A kyna Torga?

— Iloiny 51 Ha BOCTOK.

— 41 na 3anan, Tel Ha BOCTOK. JKanb. Thl MHE TOJBKO-TOJIBKO Ha4ajla HPABUTHCS, U BOT MPH-
NETCSI HAM paccTaThCs, OX0XKE, HABCET/a.

— BBITh MOXET 3TO K JydiieMy. Beqb 3Haelb Thl, KAKUMU CHJIaMU HaJieJieHa si, U ObITh TeOe
B OIACHOCTH, 10K 5 pAJIOM, — KaK-TO I€4aJIbHO CKa3aja BeJbMa.

— Iloxoske, Hall MyTh ¢ TOOOM MOAOUAET K KOHILY, KOTJ]a Mbl BBIHJIEM Ha. ..

— ... MMneparopckuii myTh, — 3aKOHYMJIA 332 HETO BEAbMA.

— Te1 cabimana o HEM? — yauBumiics CTeH.

— Ha 3anane, ot noma Moero, B Jiecy IposokeHa nojoOHas gopora. boiana g Ha Heil.

— Ja, Bcé BepHO. Takue TOporu nposIokKEHbI O BCEM UMIIEPHH, A Ta, FOyKHAs, UAET 10 bank-
Xapnpl, a ganee Tepsercs B Jecax.

W3 mops TpaBbl noka3anach BeJlMKas Jopora. Beapma cTynuia Ha BBUIOXKEHHYHO KaMHEM
3eMJII0 U IOCMOTpesia Ha BOCTOK. CTEH LIarHys ciieioM, U yCTPEMUIT B3IVISL Ha 3amnall.

— Hy, uto, naBait mpomarbcs?

[Iafina momomnia Kk Hemy U 00Hsu1a. Tak mo-uenoeuecku, 4to CTSHIN 3a0bLI, 4TO OOHUMA-
€TCsl ¢ MOTYIIIECTBEHHOH KOJIIYHbEH, 00JIaqaroIIel Takol CHIIOHN, KoTopas He Oblla onmucaHa HU
B OJIHOM M3 MPOYMTAHHBIX UM KHUI. 3aTEM OHa 3aJie3J1a B CBOIO CYMKY, ITOKOIajgach TaM HEMHOIO
Y BbITAIIMJIA MaJICHbKUI MeloueK. BHYTpH okazaauch 3BOHKHE MOHETHI: 30J10ThIE U cepeOpsiHbIE.
Omna noznenuia ux NopoBHy u otaana CTeHy TpH 30JI0ThIX M BOCEMHAALATh cepeOpsikoB. [loxkenana
€My yAa4M U, pa3BepHYBILHKCH, 3alllaraia Ipodb, Ha BOCTOK, TaK HU pa3y U HE ONISIHYBIIUCH. CTEeH
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CTOSUI X CMOTpEII €1 BCIIe1, TOKa OHA HE OTOILIA HACTOIBKO AAJIEKO, UTO IPEBPATUIIACH B YEPTOUKY,
a I0TOM U OH OTBEpPHYJICA U 3alllaraj Ha 3amna.

26



B. H. ManbiweB. «TeHb Hagexabl. TEHN YHUUTOXEHHbIX uMnepuin. Knura 1»

4. 3agupa

— Ha-a-am nernon cBo0oy Hecé-E-ET, TOMHUM MbI caBHbIE ro-0-01b1! Haia umnepust Bechb
MUp criacé-E-ET, MpPeoa0eB BCe HEB3T0-0-0/1b1! — HareBasl CTEH CTapylo CTPOEBYIO, CTyMast IO KaM-
HSIM.

HenocpaménnoMy 4enoBeKy Jopora Moria mokazaTbest 0eckoHedHoi, Ho CTeHn 0001mén
nout Bce [lytu m 3Han, 4yTo paHo WiIM MO3AHO 3Ta aopora ympércs B Jlaproc. Jlaproc — 3to
CJIOBO BCEJISIO B HETo HaJeKay. Hamo ToIbKo 10MTH, 00BSICHUTH CBOE UyIeCHOE CITaceHue, 3a0parhb
30JI0TO ¥ TIOCJATh KO BCEM 4epTsIM CiyxkO0y ¢ e€ koMaHaupamu. JleHer, HaKOMUBIINXCS Y HETO
3a rojIbl CTYXKOBI, C JINXBOW XBAaTUT HA HEOOJBIIONW JOMUK M Ha XO3SHCTBO emé octanercs. «Bor,
IIOCTABIIIO JI0M, Hailty cebe 0aby u 3akuBy! — Meurtan oH. — Hukakoil city:x0bl, HUKaKoro pucka,
HUKAaKUX YOUICTB, TOJIBKO JK€HA, ICTH U X03s1CcTBO. [la-a-al»

[Torpy3usuch B cBou MeuTanusi, CTEHJIN HE Cpa3y 3aMEeTHIL, UTO Ha JI0pOore JIeKaao MEPTBOE
Te10. OH OCTOPOXKHO MOJOIIEN K MEPTBELLY, HarHyJICs U IIEpEeBEPHYII ero. Tpyn enié He OKOUeHeN,
a 3TO 3HAYMJIO, YTO YOUJIU €ro He Tak 1aBHO. OH OCMOTpENICS, CTapasiCh HE JIEJIaTh PE3KUX JABUXKE-
HUM, 1a0bl HE CIPOBOLMPOBATh BO3MOXKHOE HamnajeHue. Ho, moxoxe, )KUBbIX B OKpyre He ObLIO.
Torna CTeH momHsIICS U YBUEHT, YTO CTOUT Ha Kparo HEOObIIoro nmodowna. OKoo TpEX NeCATKOB
YeJIOBEK JIeXalu MEPTBBIMU B IPUTONTAHHOM TpaBe, 3aJIMTON KPOBBIO. 31€Ch Ke OBbUIM TYLIH TPEX
youTsIx somaneit. [loxoxe, nroau, OUBIIKMECS 3/1€Ch, JIIOTO HEHaBUIEU ApyT Apyra. CTeHIu npo-
1IENCS 0 KapMaHaM HECKOJIbKUX MOrHOIINX, HO HE YIMBUJICS, TaK HUYEro u He Haias. «Iloxoxe,
KTO-TO CXJIECTHYJICS C pa300MHUKAaMU, U IPOUTPAII, — PEIIIII OH. — A TOOeTUTENTN O0UMCTHITN Kap-
MaHblI BceX yOUTBIX, ociie modeasn». OH e1é modpoaui o Mecty 00si M 3aMETHUIL, YTO Y TOJIOBUHBI
NOTHOIIMX JIUIO YKPAIIaJIo KIEHMO B BIJIE COOaubeil rooBsl. «11ymno, —3aMeThI oH. — 3aueM cebs
KIeiMuTh? YTOoOBI Ha TeOs OXOTHIIMCH B3/, Kyaa Obl ThI HU npumén?» Ho Ha 3TOT Bonmpoc oH
He Hawén orBera. Kakast Obl HU ObLIa Y HUX IPUYMHA, Y MEPTBELIOB O HEH HEe cpocuTh. OcMOT-
peBuIMch emé pa3, CTeH pelmuns ABUHYThCS Jajibllie Ha 3amajl, uas BAOJIb I0POrH Ha MPUIMYHOM
pacctosiHuM oT He€. OH B3su1 ceBepHee IlyTu u momén, pasMbIluissi, KTO MOT CXBAaTUTHCS C pas-
OOMHHMKAMU B 3TUX MECTax.

3a 1Ba AecsaTHIeTUs CitykO0bl B jiernone, CTEHIN MHOTO e mooObiBai. B 0cHOBHOM BOCTOK
CTpaHbl, HO M Ha IOT OH YaCTEeHbKO 3axaxkuBall. « ceituac Hemaneko ot KOxnoro Kpecra, — pas-
MBIIUISII OH. — HO, M HE HACTOJILKO OJIM3KO, YTOOBI OHHU ITOCJIAJIM CI0[Ia CBOUX COJIIAT. 3HAYUT, ECTh
3nech kTo-To emé. Ho kto? Bpoze, rae-to psanom H0mKeH ObITh 3aMOK, €ClId He OmH0arocky. Tak
OH M IIIEJ 10 CAMOT0 Be4epa, MOCTOSHHO OTIISBIBASICh M BCMAaTPUBAsICh BJIAJIb, 00SCh OBITH 3aCTHUT-
HYTBIM BPacIUIOX BO3MOKHBIMHU Bparamu. Houb HacTuria ero B mosje, ¥ OH, COOpaB TpaBy B OOJIb-
II0H KOM, 3apblICs C TOJIOBOHM B MoOy4uBIIeecs yKpbiTue. Koctép pazxkedsb ObLIO HE W3 YeEro, Ja
eciu 1 ObUTO OBI, OH HE cTall OBl IPHUBJIIEKATh K C€0€ M3JIMIITHETO BHUMAaHUA. ETo crmamsHoe MeCTo
U TaK MOJIYYWIOCHh TEMIIBIM, U OH 3aCHYJI, YTOMJIEHHBIN AJTMHHBIM JHEBHBIM NIEPEXO/IOM.

[IpocuyBuncs, CTeH BbIIE3 U3 CBOETO YKPBITUS U ocMoTpencs. He Haliis B okpyre HU Iy1lIH,
OH CeJI Ha Ky4y TPaBbl M TIEPEKYCHJI OCTABIIMMCS MCOM. 3aTeM OH coOpasicsi U moOpén aaplie
Ha 3ara/i, HaJIesiCh CETOAHS IOUTH XOTh JI0 KaKOM-HUOYNb epeBeHbKH. M Onmke K OTyIHIO, TIepe
HUM BBIPOC XOJIM, YBEHUAaHHBI OrpOMHBIM 3aMKOM. «BoOT 3T0 Kpemoctb! — BOCXUTHIICA OH. —
Hebocs, kakoi-HHOYIb TOPAEHBII ce0e OTCTPOMID). 3aMOK, IEHCTBUTEIBHO, OBLT OTPOMEH: BBICO-
KH€ CTEHBI, yCesTHHbIE OOMHUIIAMU U YEThIpE OAIIHU, OJTHA U3 KOTOPHIX UMEJIa BOUCTUHY OTPOMHBIN
pa3zmep. Ha Hell, kak pa3, u ObUl HOAHAT ajblii (uiar UMIEPHUH, C PACIIUTHIM 30JI0TBIMU HUTSIMHU
COUHKCOM. A O]l HUM, CTEJSICh TI0 CTEHAM, BUCEJIH TOOEIICHBI, BUIUMO, IIPUHAICKAIINE JTOP.IY-
X03suHy 3aMKa. CuHUe cripaBa u Oellble CIeBa, a B IEHTPE OBUIO BBIIIUTO YTO-TO, 4ero CTEH HE MOT
pasmIsAETh C TAaKoro paccTosiHus. «UepBSK Tam 4TO JU?» — MOAyMall OH, IBITASACh Pa3IISACTb
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repanpauKy. [lon cteHamu 3aMKa, Ha CKIIOHAaX X0JIMa, ObIT paCKUHYT LIEJIBIH ropooK. «Bot 3aech
sl CETO/IHS U 3aHOUYI0», — 00paJ0BajICs OH U MpUOaBuUII LIary.

Hotins no mepsoro qoma, CTeH, HAKOHEI, CMOT Pa3mIsaeTh YEPHO-3eIEHOTO qPAKOHA, N300-
paxk€HHOTO Ha cuHe-0esroM rosotHe. «Bot 310 na! Ko % 31ech )KUBET, 4TO y HETO APaKoH Ha repoe
BBIIINT? — YIUBUJICS OH. — A s ero uepBsikoM 0003Bail...» OH 1IEN MO JEPEBEHCKUM YIIOUKaM,
CTymasi Mo pa3MbITON OpylIaTke, ¥ MECTHBIE KMTEIU HUCKOca MocMaTrpuBaiu Ha Hero. CTeHin
He oOpalaJl Ha HUX BHUMaHUsA, OH M TaK 3HaJ, KaK celyac BBINIAAUT. 3apOCIIUi, BOHIOUMMH,
B P>KaBOW KOJIBUYTE U C MOJIOTOM Ha IOsICE — J1a TAKOro, KaK OH, B KPYIIHBIM TOpoJl Jaxke HE BILY-
ctuiu Obl. Jlopora nemisina, B30upasch Ha XoaMm, U CTeHnu Bc€ Ommxe moaxoAau K 3amky. Cry-
4yaTbCs B BOPOTa OH HE COOMpPAJICs, a BOT ONAAKNCh Ha €r0 IIyTH TPAKTUP, OH C PaJ0CThIO 3aIIEN Obl
noJ| ero Kpbiiry. 1 BoT, Ha ero myTu BO3HUKIIO 37JaHHE, MOSIBIIEHUE KOTOPOTO OH MPOCTO >KaXAall.
«Iloiinmo u xapum», — MPOUUTAN OH KOPSIBO BBIpe3aHHbIE OYKBBI Ha MOKOCUBIIElCs BhiBecke. «Hy
Y Ha3BaHUe, — noaymai oH. — Hy u naaHo, numib 661 KopMuin Xopoiio». CTeH NOAHSUICSA 1O JBYM
BBICOKMM CTYIEHbKaM, 3aMETUB, YTO XOPOIIEHHKO MMOABBITUBILINI U€IO0BEK MOJETUT C HUX HOCOM
npsiMO B rpsi3b. OTBOPUB ABEPD U 3aiiJi1 BHYTPb TPAKTUPA, IIEPE] HUM OTKPBUICS 3aJl, 3aCTaBJICH-
HBIN CTONaMu U JaBkaMu. Ha npyroil cTOpoHe OT BXOJa HaXOAWUJIach CTOMKA, HA KOTOPYIO XO35MH
IIOJIOXKHJI CBOU HOTHU U, TIOXOXKeE, IpeMall, oKuaasi npuxona noceruteneid. CTeH nonomen K Hemy
NOOJTMOKE M YCIIBIIIA PABHOMEPHOE COTleHHE. TpakTUPIIUK, My)KYHHA CPEIHUX JIET, IIaJIKO BEIOpH-
TBIA U C JJIMHHBIMH BOJIOCAaMHU, TIEPETSIHYTHIMH Ha 3aThUIKE BEPEBKOM, ObUT MOTPYKEH B KPETIKHUIA
3I0POBBIN COH.

— YBaxkaeMblii! — 6ecTakTHO pa3Oyau ero CTeH, CMaXxHYB CO CTOJIa HOT'M XO3SHHA.

OT HEOX)KUJTAHHOCTH TPAKTUPILIUK MOJCKOUYUII U PA3UHYJ POT.

— O, a Bot u Bbl! Ckaxkure, €CTh JIM Yy BaC KOMHaTa J10 yTpa? — CIIPOCHUJI OH TPaKTHPLIUKA.

—0... AX, 1a, KOMHAra. .. — IPOMSIMJIMJI PaCTEPSABLINICS XO35MH, OCMaTPHUBAasi CBOETO HOBOTO
nocrosuiblia. — KomHara ectb, HO. ..

— Otnnuno! — nepebun ero CteH. — Bot, mopgaii ennpl, 1a MOChITHEE, a €IIE MHE HAI0 TOMBITHCS
U TIOCTUPAThCS, — OH MOJIOKUII Ha CTOJI apy cepeOpsKOB.

— Jla, na, koHEUHO, — 00paIoBasICs XO351H, NIEPEBES B3I ¢ KJIeBIa Ha cepedpo. — Jluzu!
JInzu! ¥V nac HoBbIl noctosien! [IpoBoau ero B KOMHaTy M MOKaXH, I71€ IOMBITbCA!

K aum non6esxana nesymika. Mnu neBouka. Ha Bua eit Obu10 OT IBEHAALIATH J0 IIECTHAIIIATH,
toyHee CTeH He MOT cKa3aTbh. Xyzas 1 KocTisaBas, JInzu nposoauia CTeHa B MaJIEHBKYIO KAMOPKY,
MOJI0/1aJ1a, TIOKA OH 3aKMHET Ty/Ja CBOM BEILIM, KOJIBYYTY U OpPYKHE U IIPOBEJIa €T0 Ha 3alHUM IBOD,
e CTOsIa IIMpoKasi 00UKa, a psAAOM HaXOAWICS KOJIOAELL.

— Bor 31ece MBI MoeMcs, — mpoIuuiaga OHa TOHEHbKMM TOJOCKOM. — Boxay BoO3bMETE
U3 KOJIOJIIA, TOIBKO HANOMHSNTE O0YKYy OBICTPO, @ TO OHA Xy/ast, IOATEKAET.

JeBouka ymura, a CTeH Hadand HaOMpaTh BOMY, yepras e€ BeJpOM, HE MEHEE XyAbIM, YeM
Oouka. Pabota 3aHs1a €ro MUHYT Ha JBa/1LIaTh, U KOTJIa OH, HAKOHELL, IOIPY3WIICS B BOY, TO TIOUYB-
CTBOBAJI, KaK BOJIHA O0JIETYEHHS BIEPEMEKKY C XOJIOJJOM ITPOKAaTUIach IO €ro Tey. TeM BpeMeHeM
JIu3u npuHecna KyBIIMH C KUISATKOM, KaK pa3 BO BpeMs, Tak Kak y CTEHJIM Ha4yajlo CBOAUTH HOTU
oT xonozaa. OH MJIECHYN KUIATKA U IPUHSJICS CKOOIUTH CBOE TEJIO HOTTSAMH, CUMILASL 3ACOXILYIO
rpsa3b. Korga sxe oH, HakoHell, BbuIe3 U3 OOYKHU TO BOJA, B KOTOPOM OH MbLICS, Iprodpena Oypsbiit
uBeT. OH 00EpHYJICS TKaHbIO, OCTaBJIEHHON JE€BOYKOW, U MPUHSJICS MOJIOCKATh OIEKAY B OCTaB-
mieiica Boze. Iloctupasmunch, CTeHIN BepHYJCS B CBOIO KoMHary. OH pa3Becuil BEIlM Ha Ipo-
CYIIIKY, a CaM OTIIPABHIICSA 3a €10H. 3a0paB UyTyHOK, OH BEpHYJICS K ce0e, U Imociie Mecsia Omyx ia-
HUSl, HAKOHELI, CMOT HacJIaJuThCsl JoMaltHel enoid. CTeH npocuaen B CBOEH KOMHATKE JI0 Beuepa,
a 3aTeM HaIsUIMII Ha ce0sl He 10 KOHIIAa BBICOXILYIO OZIEK Ty U Bbllen B 3ai1. Hapony npubasuiock
U OH, B3sIB KPY>KKY T'yCTOTO 3Jisl, CEJl 3a OJUH U3 CTONMKOB. OTxyIEOBIBast NEHHBINH HAUTOK CTeH
ciymai, o 4éM O0eceyIoT ero cocer. bOIbIIMHCTBO TOBOPHUIIM O HOBOW BOWHE C MEPTBEIAMH,
0 pa3ouTom 4eTBEPTOM JiernoHe u o Tudenu Tamuu.
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— Kak ropox noru6? — BeIpBaJicst y HEro BOIPOC.

— Kaxk morn6? Jla BoccTaBmme BOPBAJIUCH B HETO U NIEpEOUIIH BCEX, KTO TaM ObU1. [0BOpSIT,
TOJIBKO JIOPJ] ¥ CIIACCsl, 3allE€PILIUCh B CBOEM 3aMKE U JI0’KJABIINCh IIOMOILU, — OTBETUJ EMY YCaThIl
paccKazvuK.

— A nansiue 4to Obu10?

— A nanbie, Tyaa HOAOLUIN cpa3y ABa JIETUOHA U iepeOuiu Bcex TBapeil. IlepBblil u TpeTHii,
TOBODSIT.

«I1IepBbliit u TpeTuil. Camble KpyIHbI€ IeTHOHBI VIMIIepHH, 110 1€CSTh ThICSIY MEUEH B KaXKIIOM.
Heyxenu, Tam ObLJIO CTONBKO MEPTBSAKOB, YTO HA HUX HATPAaBUJIU Cpa3y ABAALATH ThICAY JIETHOHE-
poB? U Kyza cMOTpeny OHU paHblIle, OTHPABIIAsA TPU ThICSIUM HOBOOpaHIIEB Ha OOWMHIO?» — 3ay-
maicst CTeHmnu.

— YBaxxaeMblil TOProBell, — OTBIEK OH OT Oecebl ycada. — A Thl HE 3Haelllb, e CBALIEHHBIN
OTpsiIl BOeBam?

— Otu? Onu npouutn FOxubI Kpect 1 Tam ycTpounu HacTosiuuii aj uist MepTBenoB. Te,
KTO BHJICITH MECTO OUTBBI, BO3BPAIAIUCH C BO-0-0T TAKUMH TIa3aMu! — TOProBell OKa3all pyKaMH,
Kakue ObUIH Y cBHIeTENel 005 11a3a. Pasmepom ¢ xoporiee si0J10K0, HE MEHBIIIE.

— la yx, Takoe yBUJIE€Th, CIIaTh TOTOM He cMoxelllb. CllyIiaii, Ipyr, a Thl HE 3Ha€lllb, HE MPO-
XOJIWJIM JIU 371€Ch KaKue JIETMOHEPbI? — BAPYT CIPOCUI OH.

— Jla oTKyna >k MHeE 3HaTh? — YIUBUJICS TOProBell. — S 3/1ech MOSIBUIICA C /1Ba Yaca Ha3al.

— XKanp, — Bergoxayn CteH.

— He npoxonunu.

—YT0? — HE OHSAJI OH.

— 1 roBOPIO, YTO HUKAKUE JIETUOHEPHI 37IECh HE MPOXOJWIN, — OTBETUI €MY KPEIKHM MyX-
YMHa, CUAEBIINN HAIIPOTUB TOPrOBLIA.

— A BbI 0TKYy/1a 3HaeTe? — cupocui ero CreH.

— 010 MOE n1eno, 3HaTh Be€. S kanurtan ctpaxu cupa Onuana Axkdopna, — npeacraBuics
€My HE3HAKOMEIl, — a BOT KTO Thl — 5 HE 3HAIO.

— Crennu Tpemmu, aecsatHuk Mmnepckoro jgernona, — orBeTui emy CTeH.

— W uro nernonep, Tem OoJee AECITHUK JETaeT B COTHE KHIIOMETPOB OT ONIMKaNIIIero JieTu-
OHa? — CIIPOCHJI €TO KalHTaH.

— Wner B nanarel, — CTEHIN pelIn HE HAPBIBATHCS HA HEMIPUSATHOCTH.

— U orkyna oH unér?

— 13 neca, — KOPOTKO OTBETHII OH.

— He nru mue, necathuk! Jlec kummt yynoBuiiamu! YenoBeky TaM HE BBDKUTH! — ylapui
KyJIaKOM 10 CTOJTY KalHuTaH.

— Tob1 0OBHHSIEIIF MEHS BO JDKH, KalTUTaH! — MOBBICHII HAa HETo rosioc Crennu. — S Buaen, Kak
1OrH0 JIETHOH, KOTOPOMY ST OT/IaJT ABA/IIATH JIET CITY>KOBI, @ Thl CMEEIIh MEHS B YEM-TO OOBUHSTH? ! —
ApocTh 3akunena B KpoBu CTeHa, U OH ObLJI TOTOB HAOPOCHUTHCS HA YEIOBEKa, HA3BABIIETO CEOs
KaIlUTaHOM.

— Crup! — B pacKphITYIO IBEPh BBATHICS CTpaKHUK. — CTup! Mbl Hantum nx! OHu Bce yOUTH!!

Kamnuran coBceM nmompauHesn, BCTajl U3-3a CTOJIA U MOMIET Ha BBIXOJ, MOMEHTAJIBHO 3a0bIB
o nepenainke co CreHom. CTeH He CTall €ro OCTaHaBIIMBATh, TOHSB, O KOM TOBOPUJI ATOT CTPaX-
HUK. «CTpaxa 3aMKa AK(OPIOB — BOT, KTO CXJIECTHYJICS C pa30oiHuKamMmu». OH POBOAMI B3IJIS-
JIOM KalMTaHa, a KOTJa 3a HUM 3aKpbLIach JBEPb, 3aJIIIOM OIPOKHHYJI CBOIO KPY>KKY U OTIPABUIICS
carb.

HayTpo on ObicTpo coOpascs, MepeKyCHsl TOPSIYUMH JICTIEMIKAMA B TIOCTICIINI yOpaThCs
nojanblie oT 3amka. CIyCTUBIINCH K OAHOXKHIO XoiaMa, CTeH 3acTaji BUEpalllHero ycaroro Top-
rOBLIA, OT KOTOPOTO y3HaJl HEKOTOPbIE HOBOCTH.

— IIpuBer, yBaskaeMslii! — nonpusercTBoBai ero CreH.
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— Ax, 910 THI! — HE TO 00paioBasCs, HE TO UCITyTaJICs ToproBell. — Paj Hateil BcTpeye!

— U g pan! Cnymaii, Tebe OXpaHHUK HYXEH? — HaNpsIMYIO CIIPOCHII OH.

— Hyxen, — comtacuncs toprosen. — Mbl ceiiuac Ha BOCTOK OTIPABIISIEMCS, TaM Kak pa3
[Takansl TPOMBIIIUISAIOT.

— Xanb, a MHe Ha 3aman Hano, B FOxHbI Kpect, — mokavan ronosoit CteH.

— Ha, *xaib, — B310XHYJ ycad. — A Tl K MOpTUMUpPY ONPOCHUCH, OH KaK pa3 Ha 3amaj eferT,
aBOCh, MTOJIKMHET, — MIPEJIOKUI €My TOprosell. — D, Moptu!

— Yero tebe! — oTo3Basics U3-3a Tener Moptumup.

— TyT oAMH BOMH XOUe€T HaHATHCS, TOJIKO €My Ha 3amaj Hajlo, a s Ha BOCTOK exy. Tebe,
ciIy4yaeM, He Hy»KeH?

— He, y mens oxpansl xBaraet. [lo Kpecra myts 6mu3ok, 10 Bedepa noemem. A Illakamsl
celyac Ha BOCTOKE.

— Moprtu! — obOparuics k Hemy CreH. — Moxer, s 3a MecTo B Tenere 3amiauy? Cuil HeTy
XOUTh Oonblie!

— 3amiaTuib? — TYT 5K€ BBICKOUMIT U3-3a TEJIETH NMPEANPUUMUNBBIN TOProBel. — ITO ApYyron
pasroBop. OnuH cepelpsik — u 10 Kpecra TBoi myTh OyJeT JIETOK, Kak MEPBIIIKO, — OH MPOU3BEN
B BO3/lyX€ HEONPEIEIEHHBIN 11acC PyKOU.

— Ilo pykam, — cornmacuics CreH.

«YT0 MHE 3TOT cepeOpsHbIi, Koraa B Jlaproce MeHsl 10’KUJAETCs KOILEb, HAOUTHIHM 3010~
TOM», — YJBIOHYJICS OH CBOUM MbICIIAM. CTEHJIM 3alpbirHYy/ B TEJETY, OTAAB TOPrOBIly MOHETY,
U Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO MUHYT OHHM TPOHYJIUCH B IMyTh. OH cUEN Ha MeIlIKaX, CBECUB HOTH, U HaCBU-
CTBIBAJI OUEPEIHYIO TIOXOHYIO MECHIO, KOTZla K HEMY MOJbeXall OJUH U3 COIIPOBOXKIAIOIINX Kapa-
BaH OXPaHHUKOB.

— 310pOB, CIYKUBBbIH! — nmonmpuBeTcTBoBal oH CTeHa.

— U tebe He XxBopaTh, — OTBETHII EMY JECATHUK.

— Cnymaii, MbI TyT ¢ peOsSTaMu NOCTIOPUIIN: AE€3EPTUP ThI UJIU HET?

— A Kak Thl AyMaelllb: ae3epTup 1 17 — Ha nuie CTeHa NposiBUIIOCH HETOBOJIBCTBO.

— A s HE 3HaK0, TOTOMY U CIIPAILNBALO.

— Hy a 161 nopackunp Mo3ramu? ABOCb, 10raJJaeIIbCsl.

— Tw1 yero 310? XaMuTh MHE petini uTo Jiu? — CTEHJIM TOYyBCTBOBAJ HAIIPSIKEHUE B TOJI0CE
OXpaHHHUKaA.

— Jla MmHe mieBath, — oTBeTUI eMy CteH. — UTo Xo4elb — TO U AyMaid. 3a Mecsll, TPOBeIEH-
HBIM C MEpTBEIaMU, MHE ObLIO CIIOKOWHEH, 4eM 3a JIBa JTHA C JIIAbMHU! — OH CIUTIOHYJ Ha JIOPOTY
II0J] KOIIbITA KOHS CTPa’KHUKA.

—Dit! 3Bo3unk! A Hy TOpMO3HU KapaBaH! — KpUKHYJI OXpaHHUK KOMY-TO BIepén. — 5 ckaszan,
TOpMO3U! — M OH pBaHyJ BIEpE, K MEPBOM TeJere.

U xapaBan octanoBusics. CriepBa CTeH yIUBWICS TAKOMY MTOBEJCHUIO TOPTOBIIEB, HO TTIOTOM
YBHJIEIN, KaK TOT K€ OXpPaHHHUK IPyO0 CKHIIBIBACT C TEJIETH OAHOTO U3 KapaBaHIIUKOB.

— 51 ckazan Tebe: Topmosu! Kakue 6butn ycimoBusi, a?! Te1 3206017 Bo BcéM comymarbest MeHs ! —
opaJl OH, HAHOCS y/1apbl HOraMU IO JIeKalleMy TOPTOBILY.

— Dit! Xopom! — pazgancs ToJI0C Ipyroro 3alUTHUKA KapaBaHa.

— Te1 yTO-TO MHE cKa3an? — OTBIEKCA OT CBOETO Jiena ApadyH. — [loBTropu, sl He pacciplia.

— He, Huyero, — 3amsuics Tot. — [Ipocto, 3anep:xuBaemMcs. . .

— 3xech 5 peltaro, 3aJiepKUBaeMcsl Mbl WM HET. Y Hac npuBai! Bee otnpixaem! — kpuyan
OH, CKMTasi B3IJISJIOM BCEX, KTO PEIINJICS MOAONTH MOOIMXKE. — A 'y MEHS €CTh €I1€ OJHO JEJbLIE.

CreH Bujel, Kak IOCJIE 3TUX CJIOB OXPAHHUK THEBHO YCTAaBUJICS HA HETO, a 3aTEM HallpaBUJIICS
K HEMY, IIOJIOKUB PYyKy Ha PyKOSTh Meuya.

— O, 1! ThI YTO-TO XOTE MHE CKa3aTh? — HAa XOYy BBIMAIUI OH.
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Crennu crippIrHyin ¢ Teaeru. OXpaHHUK MOJOIIEN K HEMY, CXBAaTWII 3a IIMBOPOT U B3MISAHYJ
B IU1a3a:

— MHe HuKTO He cMeeT nepeunTb. Hu npy3ss, Hu Bparu. bepu cBoii Moot 1 nouuiu pasoe-
pémcs.

— MHe He3adeM ¢ To0oi pa3duparhes, — oTBeTHII eMy CTeH.

— Torna s Beiny1ly TeOE KUIIKHU, — MPOU3HEC 3aA1pa, OOHa)Kask CBOM Med.

— JlagHo, TONBKO OTOWIEM C noporu, — CTEHIM MPOTAHYI PYKY 3a KIEBLEM, JiekKalluM
B TEJIETE.

OxpaHHUK BbIILIET HA MOJIsIHY, pa3MaxuBas MedoM. K Hemy nopomén Moptumup:

— Jlopwuon, ocranoBucs! Uto 161 BeITBOpsiems! [Ipekparu 3To 6e3ymue!

— besymue?! Oto He Oezymue. [IpocTo Koe-KTO HE yBakaeT APYTuX JIIOAEH, U S HaMEpEeH
ero mpoy4uuTh. He cMOTpu Ha MeHS Tak, s He coOMparoch ero yousarb. Tak, MOpPEKy HEMHOXKKO,
Y OTITYILly Ha BCE YEThIPE CTOPOHBI, — Jlopras 3aMeTHO HEpBHUYAJ, HE Haxo/1d ce0e MecTa U Mevach
TyJa-croa nepes maszamu Mopru.

Crennu B3BeCH B pyKax MOJIOT, pa3MsUICs U MOAOLIEN K CBOEMY ITPOTUBHUKY.

— IIpukpeiBaeincs 3a OpoHEN, — 3ametun JJopuan, misas Ha ero Koapayry. — S Bc€ paBHO
He cOuparock pe3arb Tede Teio. MHe XBaTUT TBOUX YIICH.

Crenny HUYEro He OTBETWJI, JIMILb KA, YTO NMPEANPUMET BCIBLIBYUBBIA OXpaHHUK. A OH
ctosi, orieHrBast CTeHa U KPYTUJI B pyKe CBOM Med. 3aTeM OH Pe3KO Moajcs Bepea u HaHEC CBOM
nepBblil ynap. CTeH 0Xuaajl, yTo Med NpUJIET CHU3Y U JIETKO OJIOKMpOBAJl €0 CBOMM MOJIOTOM.
Bropoii ynap oH OTBEN B CTOPOHY M TYT K€ Bpe3all KyJaKoM 10 JHIly Hanajaaromero. Cuna yaapa
omenoMuia Jlopusia, 1 oH moTepsi1 paBHOBecHe. JToro xBatwiio CTeHy, 9ToOObl HAHECTH OTBET-
HBIN yaap. Moot nomnais no npaBoMy KoJIEHY, pa3ajics MPUNITYIIEHHbIN XPYCT U OXPaHHUK, JUKO
B3BBIB, PyXHYJI Ha 3€MJII0, JIepKach 3a pa3ipo0iieHHYy10 KocTh. Cpasy JBO€ €ro TOBapuIlei CIpbIT-
HYJIM CO CBOUX Jiomaaen u noackouniu k CteHy, Aepka B pyKax Meuu.

—Yro TbI Hagenan?! — B3peBes OAUH U3 HUX.

— PazoOpascs, — orBeTus emy CTeH, BCEM CBOMM BUJIOM MOKa3bIBasi 0OBIIEHHOCTh CIIOXKHUB-
IeHCs CUTYallHH.

— Tol cnoman emy kosieno! Koneno! Teneps oH He cMoxkeT cpaxaThcesi! Tol 9TO moHuMaeb? —
HaJIETEJl Ha HETO IPYTOM.

— Koneuyno. Takum Kak OH HEJNb3s 1aBaTh B PyKH Opykue, — oTBeTiiI emy CreH. — S pa3oun
€My KOJICHO M pa30mi1 Obl BTOpOE, €CITU ObI BBl HE IOAOESKAIH. A €CIIH U BBI XOTUTE CTaTh KaJICKaMH,
IpOIILY, IPOJOKANTE CBOM HANlaJAKU Ha MEHA. JTO OyJeT MOBOJIOM, Pa300paThCs U C BAMHU.

OxpaHHUKU NEPENISHYINCh U MMOCMOTPENIN HAa CBOETO PAaHEHHOIO MPEABOAUTENSA. 3aTeM
OTCTYNMJIU U NOJOLUIM K cKyysimeMy [lopuany. OHM BIOXKWIM MEUU B HOKHBI U Ha4aJld O 4EM-
TO IIEPEroBapuBaThCsi MEXKIY co00i. CTEHIM OTBEPHYJICS OT HUX M HAalpaBUJICS K CBOEH Telere.
On 3a0pasics BHYTpb, JOCTAJI U3 MEIIKA 3aCOXIIYI0 XJIEOHYI0 KOPKY U MPUHSJICS I'PhI3Th €€, Kak
OyATO MUHYTY Ha3aJ HUYETro U HE MPOMU301LI0. J[pyrrue oxpaHHUKH KOCUJIMCh HA HETO, HO JIMIIb
JIOBUJIM Ha ce0e ero B3I, KaK MOCIHENIHO OTBOpauuBanuck. [lpuBan 3atsHyncs Hagonro. Jlopu-
3J1y Ha HOTY HaJIOKWJIM ILIMHY, OTOPBaB OT OOpTa TEJIETH JOCKY, a IOTOM €ro MEePETAIINUIN B IPYTYIO
0BO3KY, nozaainsiie ot Ctena. CrycTs noiavaca nociie 0CTaHOBKHU, KapaBaH, HAKOHEL, PO
cBoii myTh. Bekope k Cteny noabexan Moptumup

— HenpustHas cutyanus NpuKIOYAIach, — Ha4ajl OH pa3roBop.

— U ne roBopure, — orBeTua CTeH.

— A BbI He OOUTECH, YTO OHM pEIIaT BaM OTOMCTHUTH? Bbl mokaieuninu ux aujaepa.

— ¥ Hux ObUI IIAHC U OHM €T ynycTuiu. Kak Bl 1ymaere, ctaji Obl 1 ¢ HUM JIpaThCs, €Cu Obl
He ObUI yBEpEH B CBOEi nobdene?

— 5] nonarato, 4TO HET, — NPEANONIoKUI MopTH.
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— A BoT uépra c aBa, — orBeTHs1 CreH. — OH XOTeN JApaku, XOTel JII000H 1EeHOU, YTOObI
YTBEPAUTHCS cpeau cBoux. M oH nmoapancs Ol co MHOM B JIIOOOM ciyyae, 1axe eciid Obl s BCTall
Ha KOJICHU U MPUHSJICS CIU3bIBATh MbUIb C €0 CaIlor. /1€ Bl HAILIM 3Ty LIANKY?

—Kaxk rne? B Kpecty koneuHo. Mbl exanu ¢ HUMU 70 DcTaboHa, a 3areM o0paTHo. X MHOTO.

— U Bce onu 6e3napu. Mx ayyiimii BOMH TOJIBKO YTO MpoUrpai 00 MyKHKY C MOJIOTKOM.
C monotkom! ¥V MeHs faxe He ObUIO IIMTA, YTOOBI XOTh KaK TO YpaBHATH HAIIM HIaHCHL. S Tak
JyMaro, OHH HH pa3y He OWIHCh MO-HacTosAeMy. ETo CKOpOCTh ¢ MEYOM Takas JKe, Kak y MEHs
¢ monotoM. OH He ymMeeT BbIOMpaTb MOMEHT JJIsl yJapa, XOTh U KpacuBo KpyTUT Med. Cnepsa s
OIaca’scs €ro, HO KOIza OH CJejall MEePBbIi BbINaJ, sl BCE MOHAI. Sl MOT yOUThH €ro Ha MecTe, MOT
BMECTO KOJIEHA MPOJIOMUTh €My 4Yepel, HO Moxaien ero. Tenepb eMy HE MECTO CpeIu BOMHOB,
U 3TO NPaBUIbHO. Takue Kak OH, OJHAX/bI, CXOIAT C BEPHOIO IIYTU U CTAHOBATCSA OaHAWTaMHU.
Moptumup, B CleAyIOmMi pa3, korna Oynere HaOUpaTh cede 3alUTHUKOB, JydIle MOAOUpanTe
moaein, — nocosetoBasl CTeH.

— 51 370 yuTy. A Tenepb, CKaKUTE MHE, IOXKaJIyICTa, Bl M BIPABAY IMPOILIN CKBO3b JeC?

— CKBO3b JIEC 51, KOHEUHO, HE MPOILEN, HO MOOIYKAaTh B HEM MPUILLIOCH. A TIOYEMY BbI CIIpa-
muBaere?

— Buepa g cuznen Henonan€éky ot Bac U 6oitan co cBouM ApyroM, Bumnu. C teM, ycaTsiM
TOProBLEM, U BUJIEN Ballly CThIUKY ¢ AycTupoM. CKka3aTh 10 IPaB/e, 5 HE {yMaJl, YTO Bbl TaK JIETKO
OT/IEIAETECH.

— A 4rto He Tak? — cupocuit ero CTeHmu.

— Kanuran Crup norepsn yxe BTopoil oTps, oTnpaBuB ux Haiitu [llakanos. A nepen 3Tum
OH IOTEPsLI CBOETO ApyTa, cupa Oncona. Ckaszarh 110 IpaB/e, s HUKOTAA HE BUJIEN €T0 TAKUM I10/1aB-
JICHHBIM U B TAKOM THEBE.

— XKanp, — Ha gyme Crennu crano rpyctHo. OH BCIIOMHMII BCEX CBOMX JIPY3€H, KTO Morud
B IocsieiHee Bpemsi. Beex, KTo CTOsI ¢ HUM IUIEYOM K Iuiedy B 0010 U BCEX, KOTO OH BEJ CKBO3b JIEC.

— He Oynem o nevanbHOM, — pemini cMeHUTh TeMy Moptu. — U Kyzia Bbl IJIaHUPYETE JABU-
HyTbcd Aanblie? S coOuparock 3aKynuTh 11eaKa 1 oTrpaBuThes B Kpony Akkaputo. Bel He corna-
CUTECh COMTPOBOAUTH MEHs?

— K coxanenuto, Hamm ¢ Bamu Iyt pacxonarcs. S Hampasmrocs B JIaproc, B nanarsl. Tam
3asIBIIIO O ce0e, NOCITYKY 3TOT IOl U IOEy Ha CEBEp, MOJANbILE OT 3TUX MecT, — CTEeH NpeAcTaBuUIl
cebe myra, jieca 1 03€pa, YTO HAXOAMIUCH K ceBepy 0 UepThl,  ero TyObl pacTSHYJIHCH B yIBIOKE. —
OTu MecTa NPUHECIN MHE MHOTO ropsi, TaK YTO, OTIIPABIIIOCH S Ty/a, a TaM Oyb 4TO OyeT.

— A MHe ceBep HUKOT/Ia He HpaBWJICS, — MpU3HAJICs Toproell. — S mobuto Témbie kpasi. Ho,
TOBOPSIT, CEBEPHBIE KEHIIMHBI OTIIMYAIOTCSI 0CO00H KpacoTol. benokypsix Tam HE cuecTh, HE TO,
YTO 371€Ch, — OH ycMexHyics u CTeH noaepsxai ero.

«A Benp u ipaBaa! Bo3eMy cede B :kEHBI OSITOKYPYIO, TOy0O0TIIa3yIo, 1a 4TOOBI KOoka Oenasi,
KaK CHEI, a poCTy — ¢ MeHA. M 4yTh HHKe MeHs. byaem BMecTe KMTh Aa AE€Ted pacTUth. Sl
B OXOTHUKH TIOHTy, @ OHA MO XO3SUCTBY: KO3 JIOUTH J1a Kypel KOPMHUThH, — OH BHOBb YIIBIOHYIICS
cBoUM MeuTaM. — Beé-Taku, 3acuzencs s B iernone. J[aBHo nopa Obu1a yXonuTh, 1a ceMbER 003aBO-
TUThCs». MOpTH IoKenai eMy yaadd U IBUHYJICS BIIEpEN, K Haualy KapaBaHa. Bckope Cren 3ame-
THJI, 4YTO HA JIOPOTE HAYAJIH TTOSBIATHCS My THUKU. OH 00EpHYJICS ¥ YBUIEI, UTO BIIEPEIU 3aMasTanII
FOxxnpb1i1 Kpect. He6o:b111011 ropoiok, LIEHTp TOproBiu U KoHTpabanabl. Kak ciona emé He mpu-
BEJIM KaKoH-HUOY/b JIETHOH JIJIs1 HaBEIEHUs OPSA/IKA, B TOJIOBE HE yKJIaaAbIBanoch. CTeHnu OblBasl
TYT MHOTO Pa3 U BUJIEJ, 4TO 3a MPOLIEAIIEE BPEMs MaJIO YTO U3MEHUIIOChH, Pa3Be UTO BAOIb JOPOT
HIOBBIPACTANIN MMOKOCUBIIHECs M30ymKu. Beé Tak ke crosim BoceMb OamieH X035€B, BCE TakK ke
TOJIIWJINCH Y BBIXOJA U3 ropoja KapaBaHbl. 1 kapaBaH, B KoTopoM cienoBasl CTEH OCTaHOBUIICS,
ez1Ba Boiig B ropo. CTEHIIM cjie3 ¢ MOBO3KH, 3a0paj CBOM BELIHU U YBHJIEN, KAK OJJUH U3 OXpPaHHU-
KOB UX KapaBaHa, pacIUXKBas HapoJl, OKUT B LEHTP ropojia, Kpuda «Jiekapb». OTBEpHYBILIUCH,
OH 3a0bU1 0 HEM U HAIPaBUJICS Ha IPYTYIO0 CTOPOHY yiauibl. CTEHJIM 3HAJ, UTO HAa CEBEPHOM IIyTHU

32



B. H. ManbiweB. «TeHb Hagexabl. TeHN YHUUTOXEHHbIX nmnepuid. Knura 11y

€CTh OTVIMYHBIA TPAKTUP, HEAOPOTOM U C MEPBOKIACCHBIM MUBOM. OH MaxXHyJ1 HANlOCIE0K PyKOH
MoptuMupy 1 3amarai o J0pore, pacTajakuBas 3a3€BaBLINXCS IPOXOKHUX.
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5. OXxHbIK KpecT

— JIaBHEHBKO ThI K HaM HE 3aXa)XUBaJl, — IPOTUPAst TOCyay, oopaTtuiics kK Hemy [lon, xo31uH
«/Byx npusreneit». — Hebocs, 3arymsn?

— Kakoii Tam. Ene mkypy cBoro crac, — orBetul CTeHITH, OTXJIEOBIBAsI TUBO U3 KPYIKKH.

[Tona o 3Han naBHO. PaHblie, Koraa ero JerMoH BeTaBal jjarepeM Henoganéky ot FOxHoro
Kpecra, Cten Bcerna Oeran B «JIBa mpusiTens, HAUTHCS JEMIEBOTO, HO BKYCHOTO THBa. Torma
oH ¥ no3Hakomucs ¢ [lomom, TakuM ke BecEnbIM U 0€33a00THBIM, Kak U caM CteH. OHH JIETKO
NIOJIa/IUJIU U, BOT YK€ OoJiee MATHAALATH JIET, MOIJIM CIIOKOMHO Ha3bIBATh APYT APYTa APY3bsMHU.

— Cnymaii, Cten, a naBaii, ko MHe? Korma mociyxwuib, nepedupaiics ciona, B FOxHbIN
Kpect. Bynemb y MeHsI TUYHBIM OXpPaHHUKOM paboTaTh, a TO 3HACIIb, CKOJIBKO 3/1€Ch BCSIKOTO
cOpona pa3Besoch.

— He, aT0 He no MHe. He xouy st Gonbliie B [pakax y4yacTBOBATb.

—Yrto-10 5 Tebs1 He y3Hato. Ctennu Tpemrut He xoueT pa3msaTh Kynaku! BoT 3To HOBOCTB! —
BCIUIECHYJI pyKaMU TPAKTUPILIUK.

— IIpencraBb cebe, He X0uy, — OH OTXJIeOHYN nuBa. — Hanoeno! Xouy Tuxoil, MUpHOI, crio-
KOWHOMW KU3HH.

— Torga cranoBuch Toprosuem. Ckymnaid ToBapbl, epenpojaBail 31ech xe. E3nute HUKyna
HE HaJ0, HAMMENb cebe mapy Oyraés B kauecTBe oxpaHbl. [1o OopensM 1a kabakam XOTh KaXKIbIN
JICHb CIIOHSTHCS Oy/Iemlb.

— A caM-To ThI Y€ro TOPro,ieil He 3aHUMaelIbesi? — crpocui ero CreH.

— Tax s, 310, HE ToaHBIN, A Toproiu! [IpobGoBai s Kak TO TOProBaTh TKAHIMHU, HO MECT-
HbI€ MHE HE IMOBEPUJIN: PELINIIU, MOJI, IEPEMHII 51 CBOETO0 MKBa U ¢ yma coién. Bunars, conepxarb
TPaKTUpP MO Cynb0a, — [0 B3MOXHYI M MOCTaBHII HA CTOJI TIOCIIETHIOKO TapeKy. — A BOT U3 TEOs
XOPOIIHUI TOPTroBeI BBIIIET Obl, KOJOPUTHBIN. [IproseTs, 0CTpuyb, MOOPUTH, TOIBKO YCHUIIU OCTa-
BUTb — BBICIIHI Ki1acc!

— 51 Tebe nam, octpuub MeHs! — npurpo3uia emy kKyiaakom CreH. — Mmb yero Hagyman. Mue
U TaK XopoIo!

— Jlagno, manno, ycnokoiics! IIpocto, Xoaunis, 3apociinii, Kak MeaBeab. MOXeT, B 0010 ThI
Y Myraellb CBOMM BHJIOM Bpara, HO 3/1€Ch Thbl Oy/J€eIllb pacyruBaTh KIMEHTOB!

— He cobupatoch s Besikyto epyHay npogaBaTh! C 4ero Thl BOOOIIE B35y, YTO s TOPTOBIIEM
CTaTh Xouy?

— Jla s Tak, IpOoCTO, pa3MbILLIAIO BCIAYX. A, UTO, HENB3S?

— Ilouemy xe, MoxxHO, — comacuiica CteH. — BoT Tonbko yctan st OT BCeM 3TOH CyeTsl,
OEroTHH.

—Hy nuto ganeme, Cren? Yem Torna riiaHupyenib 3aHAThCS, €CJIM HU TOProBaTh, HU BOEBATh
HE XO4ellb?

— A, He 3Haw . [loeny He ceBep, TaM IOM OTCTPOIO, XKEHIOCh, I€TEH 3aBely. X0351UCTBOM
3aHUMAaThCs Oyay, — IOAEIUIICS OH CBOUMU IUIAHAMU C JIPYTOM.

— DX, XKanb... S-TO Aymain, 31ech OCTaHeWbCA. Y HAac MPWIMYHOIO coOeceqHHKa JTHEM
C OrHEM HE ChILIEUIb.

— A TBI IpO/IaBail CBOM TPAKTHUP U MOEAEM cO MHOMU. JleHer Tebe XBaTuT, 4TOObI Ha4aTh TaM
HOBYIO KHM3Hb, — Ipeu1okui emy CreH.

— IIponarb TO MOXHO, /1a BOT TOJIKO Ye€M s TaM Oy[y 3aHMMaThCsi? DTO 371€Ch UEHTP TOp-
TOBJIM, KapaBaHbl CMEHAIOT APYT JIpyra €XeIHEBHO, OT IOCTOsUIbLEB 0TO0s HEeT. A Tam uto? Hu
TEpMaHIIEB, HU KYIIIIOB, HU TOPTOBIX. Pa3 B mosroaa kakoi-HNOyIb KapaBaHUHK 3arITHET B OoramMu
3a0BITHIN ropoauIKo U BCE. [la 1 Kak ke s CBOMX JIEBOYEK OCTaBIIO?

— Tax 751, 31O, OTEN? — yauBuics Crex.
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— Kak Tebe myumie ckas3ars: 6e3 CBOMX JeBOYEK s Kak 0e3 pyk. Po3u, Banna, [lecTpsuka
u JlackoBast Ilplmeyka — s I HUX, KaK O4YeHb JIOOAIIMK oTel, — Iloa 3axoxoraj, HEe B cHIax
cepKarb cMeXa.

CreH NOHSUI, 0 KaKUX TaKUX «J0YKax» FOBOPUT €ro APYyr U MOAJEpPIKaad €ro 3a00pHCThIM
xoxoToM. JlonuB nuBo, OH oTAaN KpyKKy [lomy u pemmn npoiituck no ropony. Kak scerna Cren
HEPBBIM JIEJIOM HalPpaBUJICS B €ro HeHTp. M1 no yaunam, OH NOAMETHII, YTO IPUBBIYHBIM B3IVIS LY
UMIIEplia CTPAKHUKOB 3aMEHUIIM HaEMHUKHY B IPUYYAJIMBBIX KadTaHaX, 00J1€€ CBOMCTBEHHBIE TEP-
MaHIlaM, 4eM umnepuam. /la u opyxue y HUX ObIJIO HE CBOWCTBEHHOE ISl UMIICPUH: U30THYTHIC
caliu U KOTIbs, C KOPOTKUM JPEBKOM, HO JUTUHHBIM, JIOCTUTAIOIIUM TOITOPHI (PyTOB HAKOHEUHH-
koM. CTpaxHUKH 3a7epxKuBaId B3] Ha CTEHe, HO HUYEro €My HE FOBOPUIIH, IIPOXOJsS MHUMO.
CreH, HaKOHEIl, TOMIEN 0 LIEHTPa TOPoja M YTKHYJICS B OTPOMHBIN MyTeBoi ¢Tos10. OH MOBEpHYII
HaIPaBo U MOMIEN Ha 3arajl, BINIAIBIBAsSCH B BRIBECKH, OOJITAIOIIMECS HAJ Joporoi. «MacTtepckas
I'mosepa Cammepcay», — nmpouén oH Haanuch Ha gocke. CTeH 3amén B 37aHuEe U YBHJIEN CEI0T0
CTapuKa, OOBSICHSIOIIETO YTO-TO OYEPEAHOMY MOKYIIATEIIO.

— Te1 em€ xuB, cTapblil neHb? — 0OpaTUIICS OH K JIEAy.

VY crapuka OTBUCIA YENIOCTh OT TAKOW HAIJIOCTH HaxaJIbHOTO MOKyHaress, HO, JHIIb €ro
B3IV CKONTB3HYM 110 CTEeHyY, KaKk MOPIIMHUCTOE JIMIIO0 MOMEHTAJIBHO 03aPHIIOCH YIBIOKOM.

3a0bIB 0 MOKYyTIaTeNe, 1]l PACKUHYJ B CTOPOHBI PYKH U MOIEN HaBcTpeuy CTeHy.

— Crennu! Ckonbko siet! JlaBHo Thl HE HaBemal craporo [mosepal

— Cammepc! S-To yxe aymail, 4To He 3acTaHy TeOs B )KHUBBIX! — KPEIIKO OOHSUT OH CTapHKa.

Hen nomén no CreHa u cxai ero B cBoux o0bsATUsAX. CTEH MOYYyBCTBOBAN, KaK CTajbHbIE
PYKH CTapuKa BbIJIaBIMBAIOT BO3yX U3 €ro JIETKUX.

— Bcé, xBaTuT, — ene ycren npouenTarb OH, I0Ka CTApUK HACMEPTh HE 3aAyLINII €r0.

['moBep oTmycTun apyra u XJIOMHYJ TOTO MO IUIeYaM.

— 51 m 3a0bL1, YTO THI y HAC HEXKEHKA, — IPOXPHUIIEI JE.

— Her, npocTo 3710 TbI, @ HE 51, HOJKOBBI PyKaMu pa3rudaeiib. A Thl COBCEM HE U3MEHUJICS
C HalIeW mocienHei Berpeun, — coBpan emy CTeH, 3aMETHB, YTO BOJIOCHI CTapHKa CTayiu Oenee
CHera.

— A Bot 11 IOCTapen. U moxynen. Hy, pacckasbiBaii, re ObL1, — TOMpocui ero [mosep.

CreH nepeBén B3I/ Ha MOKyNaTess, IepP/KaBILIEro B pyKe HOXK U TEPIEINBO OXKHUAABILETO,
xorjna Ctapuk, HaKOHEll, HATOBOPUTCSI.

— Cnymaii, Te0st BOH, MOKyHaTeib 10KUIAETCSL.

— la 310 pa3Be nokynarens? — nepedui ero cTapuk. — Takux, Kak OH Ha JIHIO YEJIOBEK I10 CTO
3axoAMT. M BCce OHM MHUHYT IO ISATh Y MEHS OTHUMAIOT, a B3ATh TaK HUYETO LIEHHOTO U HE OepyT.
Bot ckaxkxu MHeE, CKOJIBKO s TTOJIy4y 3@ 3TOT HOJKUK, — OH KHBHYJI Ha HOXK B pPyKax y IOKyIaTesns. —
JlBa cepebpsika! — Cammepc CIUTIoHYI Ha mod. — JlagHo, uan crona, — MaxHysI OH ITOKYTIATEeIIIo.

Tot monmomén u orcuntan [ moBepy 03By4EHHYIO CyMMY, OOJArolapyil U BbIIIET U3 JaBKU.
Crapuk HeOpeXHO CYHYJ UX B CBOM Harpy/AHbIi kapMaH u npuriacui CTeHa IpotTH BIIyOb 3/1a-
HUSL.

— Ilpucsiap, — ykazaa OH Ha CTyJd, — a sl TIOKa KOrO-HUOyIb BMECTO ce0si 3a TPHIIABOK
HOCTABIIIO.

Uepes HECKOIBKO MUHYT OH BepHyJcs U Torna CTeHnn pacckasai eMy BC€, 4YTO IPUKIIIOUYH-
JIOCh C HUM 3a HoclieiHee BpeMsl. [710Bep KuBal J1a [IOKaJl SI3bIKOM, CITyIasi €r0 paccKas.

— Komy pacckaxeliib, He TOBEPAT! — MOABITOXUI J1eA, korga CTeH 3aKOHUNI CBOE ITOBECTBO-
BaHue. — Hy, a BeIbMy TO TbI, TOYHO MIPUKOHYUTD MbITANICSA?

— Jla, Heckonbko pa3, — coBpan eMy CreH. — Ho roBopio ke: TOJIbKO 51 Ha He€ 3aMaxHYCbh,
Cpa3y KpOBb B JKUJIaX CTHIHET.

— Th1 Gonbllle HUKOMY HH CJIOBOM O BCTpeYe ¢ HEH. A TO emé caMoro 0OBUHST B KOJIJIOBCTBE
U coXryT. OHU pa3duparbcs He CTaHyT!
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— Jla 3Hato 4, — coracuics ¢ HuM CreH. — 5l Beab Tebe pacckasza, IOTOMY YTO JI0BEPSIIO.

— OTO ThI IPaBUWIBHO!

— Canywai, nen, a MOXKeT BallleMy Mary pacckasarb, 4TO BeIbMa U3 Jiecy BblluIa, a? Kak
nyMaenib? Brpyr ona uero HarBopur?

— Hamemy mary? Jla TbI uero 31o, 1oka 1o Jiecy IulyTall, TOJIOBOM O CYK CTYKHYJICS?

— A uro Takoro? — ynuBuics CreH. — OH ke npeacTaBuTens MaaaXxuToBoro CoBeTa, JOKEH
OOpOTHCS C HEYUCTHIO BCSKOW IO NIEPBOMY K€ 30BY, WJIU 51 HE MpaB?

— IIpaB! B ToM, 9TO OH U3 coBeTa. A BOT B OCTAJIbHOM ThI 320y KIaeIIbesi, CBIHOK. Maru
ceiiyac MoIUIM TaKKhe, YTO XOTh 3a TOJIOBY XBaraiics, — Ioxkanosascs [osep.

— A 4ro He Tak?

— Bort nam, benrazap, nmpociaBieHHbIH, Ka3a710Ch Obl, Mar, HOCUTEJb CKOJIbKUX-TO TaM Teyua-
TEeH, a BOT HApOAy y’Ke JIB€ HEAEIU IIOMOYb HE XOUET.

— A 4TO CiIy4usnoch Takoro? — mouHrepeconasucs y Hero CteH.

— Hexxutp y Hac 3aBenach /10 celld HEBUAAHHAsA. BbICTpas, cTpaiHas, KOI'TH — KaK HOXH.
Ha >xuBBIX Bpozie He OpocaeTcs, a BOT TPYIIbI y He€ camoe JII00MMoe JakoMcTBO. [IbITanucey Hamm
CTPa)KHUKHU caMU €€ OTJIOBUTD, J]a BOT TOJIbKO Oeraet oHa ObICTpO, Ja U KaK B3IVISIHET B IV1a3a, TaK
YeJIOBEK OT y’Kaca U IBUHYThCS HE MOXKET.

— OTKyna e Takas HanacTh Ha Bac CBAJIWJIAch?

— Jla kT0 K ero 3HaeT, OTKyza oHo BcE Oepércsa? He ObuIO, TETIEph €CTh.

— U uto, roBOpMIM Mary o HOBOii Oene?

—TI'oBopuny, a uto Tomy? CTOUT OH TaKOW BayKHBIH, U TBEPAUT, MOJI, HUYETO CTPAIIIHOIO B HEE
HET, Ja)Ke MoJIb3y NMpUHOCUT. Tpymsl MoenaeT, a 3Ha4uT, Xopolee Aeno aenaet. [la u yousars eé
He3a4yeM, TPYIIOB HE CTAHET, OHA caMma U CAOXHET. A HapoJ OouTcs.

— Jla yk, XoTenoch Obl B3MIAHYTh HA 3TOTO 4Yapojesi, — cka3zana CTeH.

— Tax cxomm, — npemnoxkun emy [moBep. — CeromHst onsTh Hapo coOOMUpPaThCs OyIET y ero
OamHu. OnsTh CTaHyT TPEOOBaTh, YTOOBI OH FaIMHY U3BEN.

— A kakas 370 OanHs?

— Jla camas BbICOKasl, TaM, Ha I0Te, — MaxXHyJ pyKo# Kyaa-To B cropoHy [nosep. To, uto ror
nMeHHO TaM, CTeH COMHEBaJICS.

— JlagHo, cTapuk, ObLI paj MOBUAATHCS ¢ TOOOMH, — MOHSJICS OH CO CTYyJa.

— Vxe yxonuuib? — ynusuics Cammepc. — A 'y MeHs BOH, nupor neuércs. Jlody Moo rnom-
HUIlIb? 3HaTHas KpacaBulla BBIPOCIA, /1a U pyKu 30i10Tbie! Best B oTia! — moxsacrasicst oH.

— Ilo-npyromy u ObITH He MOTJIO. ThI YK H3BHHH MEHSI, HO MHE JIEHCTBHUTEIBHO 1Opa. MeHs
BE/Ib BECh JIETHOH MOKOMHUKOM cuuTaet. [lopa Obl 3asBUTH 0 cele.

— Hy, Torna magHo, — nogusuics co cryna Cammepe. — Ynauu tede U He 3a0bIBail CTapHKa.
Bynemis B Hammx Kpasix, 00s13aTeJIbHO 3aX0/IH.

— 3aiiny, — noobeman emy CTeHiau U OOHSUT Ha MpolaHke cTtaporo Ky3Hena. Kak Bcerna,
KWINCTBIA e/l 4y Th HE pa3aBUJl €ro B CBOUX OOBATHSX.

Crennu npuKpbUI 3a cOO0H TXKENYIO ABEPh U HapaBUJiICs Ha tor ropona. OH mén no Mmme-
paTopckoMy IMyTH, U €My XOpOIIO Oblja BUIHA TOHKas OAalllHs, BO3BBILIAIOIIASICS HaJl BCEMH
OCTaJIbHbIMU 31aHusIMU. [To0¥ias kK €€ 0OCHOBaHMIO, OH YBHJIEN TOJILY, SPOCTHO BHIKPUKHUBAIOIILYIO
uMs BoneOHuKa. [TorcoTHr YenoBek coOpanuch nepe BXOA0M B OalTHIO, 3a/IpaB rOJI0BBI BBEPX
U OXujasl MOSBJIECHUS X031MHA cero crpoeHus. CTeH/IM cMelancs ¢ TOJIMNOM, HAAesICh CEroIHs
IIOCMOTPETH Ha JUAJIOr Mara ¢ HapozioM. B oxunannu od paccmarpusadi Jitoaei Bokpyr. Heckonbko
npayuek, MoBapuX, KOHIOXOB OKPY’KaJIH €T0, HO OOJIbIIIe BCEro ObUI0 3eMienenbiieB. CaMbIM aKTHB-
HBIM CpeAM HUX ObUT MSICHUK, OOJIa4€HHBIN B KOJIBUYKHBIH (apTyK, C OTPOMHBIM HOXOM, BUCEB-
UM Ha nosice. OH U MPU3bIBAJI Mara CIyCTUTbCS BHU3.

— benrtazap! — opan on Bo Bcro motky. — benrazap! Cnyckatics!
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Ho orBetoMm emy Oblna THIIMHA. Mar He TOPOMMWICS BBIXOJUTH, BUJIUMO, OBbLI 3aHAT YEM-
TO OOJIee BayKHBIM, YeM OOLICHHUEM C JFOJIbMH HHU3KOTO MPOUCXOXkAEeHUS. HO MACHHK He ycTyman
B YIIOPCTBE Mary W MpoJI0JKajl BEIKPUKUBATD €0 M.

— W gacto mar cryckaetcsi? — ooparuics CTEHIIN K CTOAIIEH PSAOM ITpayke.

— He, He yacto. Buepa 10 HOuM cTosIN, @ €My XOTb Obl XHbI, — OTBETHJIA OHA.

Crennu Hayan ObLIO YXKe OyMbIBaTh, BEPHYTHCS B TPAKTHUP, KaK JIBEpPb OAIlIHU OTKPBLIACH,
U B IpoéMe MOKa3ajcs caM Mar. «JlelCTBUTEIbHO, HOCUTEIb BEJIMKON CUJIBDY, — moaMeTui CTeH,
Is1s Ha Mara. ToT ObUT BBICOK, XYJIOIIAB, JIBIC U ¢ OTPOMHOM Oopoaoi. Ero miaza Obutd OTHBI
MYIPOCTH, a JIUIIO BBIPAXKaJI0 aOCOMIOTHOE crioKoicTBUE. OeT OH ObUT B POCKOIIHYIO poQy, Yep-
HYIO0, C BBIIIUTBIMH HA HEW 30JI0THIMH HUTSAMHM SI3bIKAMU TUIAMEHH. B mpaBoil pyke OH CXXUMal
II0COX, KOTOPBIN Ha IEITYIO JaI0Hb PEBhIIIAI POCT Mara. BomeOHnK He crera CIyCTUiICsS BHU3
10 CTYTEHbKAM U MOJOWIEN K MACHHUKY, BCTAB MPSAMO NEPE] HUM.

— 1 — benrazap Moryunii, HOcUTEeIb TPEX IEYaTEN CUIIBI M WIEH MalaxuTOBOIO COBETA CIIpa-
HIMBAO T€Os: KTO Thl TAKOW? — IPOMOJIBUJI Mar.

— Mar, XBaTuT 3TOro XBacTOBCTBa! — OTBETUJI €My MSICHHMK. — Thbl IPEKPACHO 3HAEIlb, KTO 5
TaKoH, a MBI B Kypce, KTO THI.

— Xopo1o, — Mar U OpoBBIO HE TOBEN Ha €ro 3amedanue. — YTo TpPEeBOKUT BaC, KUTEIU
IOxnoro Kpecra? Kakoe aeno npuBesno Bac ko MHE?

— Kaxnplit pa3 onno u To xe! Tebe uro, nenarp Oosblie HE Yero, a? — MACHUK XOTh U ObLI
BBICOK, HO CMOTpEJI Ha Mara CHU3y U IbITajcs 3aIsiHyTh eMy B m1aza. Ho mar cmoTpen nosepx
HETro0, HE y/IEJss €ro ePCOHE HU MaJIeHIIIero BHUMAaHUS.

— Y MeHs MHOTO KpailHe Ba)KHBIX JI€]1, yBaXKaeMbl€ XKUTEJIN 3TOro ropoza. Bel 10mKHBI TOHU-
MaThb, 4TO JieJa Mara OTJIMYaloTCs OT el IPOCTOIIOIMHOB TAK K€, KaK U JIeJ1a IPOCTOJIOANHOB
OTJIMYAIOTCS OT e Koposiel. Eciau BaM Hedero cka3aTh, sl IpeAnoyén Obl MpoJOHKUTh CBOU U3bIC-
KaHMUs.

— W gto xe 310 3a Aena takue? OnsATh JEBOUEK HAIIUX MOPTHUIIH, a? — BBITIATIII MSICHUK.

[Toxoxke, ero cioBa 3a/1e11 BOJIIEOHMKA, IOTOMY YTO TOT BIEPBBIC 32 BCE BpEMsI pa3roBopa
OCMOTpeN Ha MsicHUKA. CTeHy MOKa3aJIiCh, YTO B I1a3aX BOJIIEOHUKA MOJIBIXHYJIN OTOHBKHU IUIa-
MEHHU.

— Jlagno, Mar, — ycrokoms1 ce0st MSICHUK ToJ] TshKETBIM B3DsiioM benrazapa. — Ectb y Hac
K TeOe nmeno. Kak MBI y)Ke TOBOPWIH, y HAC MO OKpyre OpOIuT Kakas-To raauHa. Ilepen ToOoi
coOpaJiuch MHOTHE, KTO 00€CIIOKOEH 3TUM, HO He Bce. CeroiHs Mbl onsITh IpocuM Tebs, benraszap
Moryuunii, TOKOHYHUTB ¢ HEt0. MbI 00MMCSI, 9TO PaHO WIIM TIO3THO OHA ITEPECTAHET MTOKUPATH TPYIIBI
Y 3aX04eT MONpoOOBaTh CBEXKET0 Msca.

BonmeOHuk HaxmMypui OpoBU M TPOU3HEC:

— BoT ye HeCKOIbKO BE4epOB MOAPSL BbI IPUXOAUTE K OCHOBAHUIO MOEH OalllHu U TpedyeTre
OT MEHS OZJHOT'O U TOTO k€. W KaXKIplii pa3, CIyCKasch Clofia M OTBJIEKAsICh OT BaXKHBIX ICIHUN, MHE
IPUXOAUTCA OOBACHITH BaM, YTO 3TO CYLECTBO HE PEJCTABIISAET OMIACHOCTH JUIsl YeJIOBEKa. 3a TO
BpEMSI, UTO BBl CTOUTE IO/ MOUM OKHOM 5 YCIIed U3y4uTh €€, Kak U e€ nosajaku. Heuucts — 310
YKEHIIMHA, 110 CBOEH BOJIE CTABIIIAsi TAKOW M HE B HAIIIEM IIPaBe JIMIIAThH €€ BEIOPAHHON y4acTH.

— Jla TBI 4ero 370, Mar, U3ieBacllIbCs HaJl HaMU? JTa «KEHIMHA» HaBOJUT y>Kac Ha ObIBAJIbIX
BOMHOB, a Thl TOBOPHUIIL HaM OCTAaBUTh €€ B MOKOE. Jla eciyu OHa Ha KOO M3 HAaC HaKUHETCH, TO
Pa30pBET B KJIOUBS U MUKHYTH HE ycrieenib! Mar, Tel HaM TyT CKa3KH He paccka3biBaii! 36aBb Hac
OT DTOH HAmacTH, a He TO...

— A nHe 1o yT0?! — nmepebun ero benrazap.

MsicHuK He Haméln 0B, YTOObI OTBETUTH Mary M TOT, BOCIIOJIb30BAaBIIUCH M1ay30H, OTBEP-
HYyJICsl 1 TOOPEN K BXOAY B OalIHIO.

— Tel Tpyc 1 cnabak! — HaIIEN YTO KPUKHYThH €MY BCJied MICHUK. — Thl HE Mar, Thl — HUYTO-
xecTBo! Thl MpoCTO Kyua rpsi3y, NOMaBIIask B HAIll TOPOJ, THI. ..
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CrnoBa MsICHMKa YTOHYJIU B IIUIEHUM TU1aMeHU. [Ioka OH mpokimHan Mara, TOT MOBEPHYJICH,
npuces U 00BEN MOCOXOM IO IMUPOKOW Jyre mepesn codoi. [Tmamsi, ciaemyst NTBHKSHHIO TTOCOXa,
BCIIBIXHYJIO IIPSIMO M3 3€MJIM U [TOTOI3J10 10 TPaBe, OTAEISAS MACHUKA U elIE HECKOIBKUX pa3bspEH-
HBIX TOpPOXaH OT OCHOBHOM Tonmbl. ByHTapu oka3anuch B JIOBYIIKE, 3aKJIOUEHHBIE B OTHEHHBIN
KpYT. SI3bIKM IJIAaMEHU 3aCTaBWJIM UX MPHXKATHCSA APYT K IPYryY, U TOTAA Mar Havyaj JIeHCTBOBATb.
CkBo3b creHy orusa CTeHyu BUAEN, KaK Mar LIMPOKO pacCcTaBUi PYKH, BAOXHYJ MOJIHOM Ipyablo
U BBIJIOXHYJ Xapkoe Iuiams. Jlromel, okazaBiInXxcs B IUIEHY y OTHS, HACTUIVIA BOJHA IUIAMEHU
Y OHH, BCIIBIXHYB, HauaJIl METaThCs, HE BUJS HUYETo BOKpYT. KTo-T0 cpa3y ymai, KTo-To, He 3aMe-
yasi OTHEHHOW CTEHbI, METHYJICSI B HAapOJ, Cesl y»Kac Cpeau TOJIMbI, a KTO-TO OCTAJICS HAa MECTe
¥ TIBITAJICS COMTH OXBATUBIIIEE €0 TUIaMsl. A Mar He IepecTaBaj H3pbIraTb OTOHb W30 PTa U )KUBbEM
CKMTaj TeX, KTO ObLT HEMOAAJIEKY OT HETO.

Crenu mpunan K 3emiie, Koraa CTpys IUIaMeHH, TPOOUB OTHEHHYIO CTEHY, METHYJIACh K HEMY.
OH HakpbUI pyKaMHU TOJIOBY U BXKaJICSl BCEM TEJIOM B I'psi3b, 3a/iepkaB JpIxaHue. Bo3nyx Harpencs
U o0xuran koxy, Ho CTeH mpoxoyKal Jiexarb, CTapasCh HE MPUBJIEKATh K ce0e BHUMAaHUS pa3b-
sspénHoro mara. Korja ske OH yke MpOoCTO HE MOT HE BJOXHYTb, TO, HAKOHEIL, OTOPBaJl TOJIOBY
OT 3eMJIM ¥ TIOCMOTpeN Brepéa. Mara y)xe He ObIJIO U IBEph B ero OamrHio Oblia 3amnepra. OrHeH-
Has CTEHa yracaja, HO NEepBBIN B370X JOHEC 10 HErO 3amax ropesoro Msca U, Kak OH MOT' 3aMe-
TUTh, NIEpe]l HUM BaJsUIUCh BCE emé ropsmue tena. CTeHIM BCKOYMI U MOHSJ, YTO U MO3aau
HETO JIe)KaT ¥ CTOHYT emI¢ KUBbIe 0OropeBmue Jitoan. KTo-To ObUT Ipu CMEepTH, HO MHOTHX eI
MOXHO ObUTO criacTu. CriepBa cOekaBIlve JIIOAM, YBUIEB OECUMHCTBA Mara, BO3BpallaJiuCh, MOJ-
Oerasi K MOCTPaJaBLIMM U MbITAsICh UM XOTh YeM-HUOYb oMoub. CTHENM Toe Opocuiics K Onu-
KailleMy K HeMy uesoBeKy. Kak oH cMor oHsTh, Iepe] HUM JIeKalla dKEHILMHA, 8 BEpHEE CKa3aTh
TO, YTO OCTAJOCh OT He€. BCE e€ nuuo cropeno u oHa, ioTas BO3AyX, JaKE€ HE MOIVIA 3aCTOHATh.
OH B35 €€ 3a pyKy, HO OHa BBICKOJIb3HYJIa, OCTABJISAS B €r0 JIaJIOHU KyCKU KOXU. JKeHIInHa emé
pa3 BaoxHyna u 3amepia. K apyrum o00xkEHHBIM TOXE MOJ0EkKaNI0 JOCTATOYHO HAapoja, YTOOBI
0Ka3aThb XOTb KaKylO-HUKaKyo nomols. CTeHIN yBUAEI, KaK B TOJIE MOsABHIICA Jiekapb. OH Oerai
OT OJIHOTO NOCTPAJABIIErO K APYroMy, OCTaBIIsAs T€X, KOro yxke Obl1o He criacTu. CTeH 3amyCcTil
PYKH B BOJIOCHI ¥ CXBaTHJICA 3a rosioBy: «HTo ke 310 Takoe? [louemy mar Tak noctynui. [louemy
oKa3zajcs TIyX K Impocb0aM Hapoaa?» OTH BOIPOCH HE MPO3BYydaau BCiayX, M y CTeHa Ha HHUX
He ObU10 oTBeTa. OH moadexan K JIEKaplo, CTapasich ObITh XOTb YEM-TO MOJIE3HBIM B 3Ty MUHYTY.
Ho no6poBosbiieB ObUIO CTONBKO, YTO JUIITHUE PYKH OBLTH IEHCTBUTENBHO JUITHIUMH, M TOTJa OH
NOLIEN MOCMOTPETh Ha MACHUKA U Ha TEX JIFOZIEH, YTO OKa3aJIUCh B CMEPTEIbHOM JIOBYLIKE.

[IpencraBimas nepea HUM KapTHHA Obljia yKacHa: Jealue Ha YEPHOI 3eMiie Tena BO MHO-
IMX MECTax MpOropenu J0 KOCTEH, X OAeKJa Cropena MOJHOCTbIO, a METAJUIMYECKHUE OJSALIKU
Y 3al1ENKH OIJIaBUJIMCh U BBEJIKCH B IUIOTh. Y3HaTbh, KTO U3 HUX KTO ObLJIO HEBO3MOXKHO. CTHENN
OMO3HAJ JIUIIb MSCHUKA. TOT Jiean Ha CIIMHE, Ha €ro rojoBe C Pa3uHyThIM PTOM Ccropeina
NPaKTUYECKH BCS TUIOTh, @ KOJIBIYKHBIN (hapTyk oOropen, MecTaMy CIUIAaBUBIINCH U MPEBPATHB-
IIMCh B HEPOBHBIN Kycok MeTasuia. OT Hero Bc€ emé oTaaBao xapoM U CTEHIM pelus1 OTOUTH
nonansuie. Ha Besakuii cirydaid.

BepnyBmnch B Tpaktup OH cpa3dy noxomeén k [lomy.

—Yro y TeOst €CTh mOKpemnye? — CIPOCUJIT OH.

— O, ecTb K0oe-uTo. BOT, — oH npoTsHyn CTeHy KyBIIMH. — 9TO TOHUT OJMH MOI 3HAKOMBIH,
OCTOpOKHEH!

Crennu He ciaylial ero, a MpoCTO BBIHYI MIPOOKY U BIIWII IpsiMO U3 ropia. [loino 060xmiio
IJIOTKY M OH 3aKallIsAJICs, BHIIUIEBBIBAS MYTHYIO XKIKY Ha CTOJI.

— Crennu? C to60# Bc€ HOpMaibHO, a? TyT Takoe neno ObuI0. ..

— 51 ram Obu1, — epedun ero Cren. — S Buaen Bc€ cBouMu miazamu. OHHM CTOSUTH TIPSIMO
nepeno MHOUM. Bce 3Tu mronu, — OH CHOBa OTXJICOHYIN a/cKoro moiyia. — OHU CrOpenu KUBbEM.
A e, KTO HE cropeny, Te... Te ceifuac mydarorcs. C HUX Koxka JIOCKyTamMH cXoauT. OHU Kpuyar

38



B. H. ManbiweB. «TeHb Hagexabl. TEHN YHUUTOXEHHbIX uMnepuin. Knura 1»

U CTOHYT, — OH CHOBa MPWJIOKWICS K KyBIINHY. — [0, 3TOT Mar ctosin u cxuran ux. OH cMoTtpen
Ha HUX, CMOTPEJI Ha UX MYYEHHS, U €T0 IIaMsi CTAHOBHIIOCH BCE skapue! [1om, BbI mpuroThim y ceds
MOHCTpa!

— Vikac, — Bb10XHYA Tpaktupiuuk. — Kak sxe Tak? U uro Ham Tenepp aenars?

— He 3nato, — Crennu caenan 00sblIoN IOTOK M CHOBA nomnepxHyscs. [lon npotsanyn emy
Kycouek xJie0a, HO OH OTOJBHHYJ OT ce0sl pyKy C 3aKyckoil. — Moxet, k Xo3sieBam noitu. OHu-
TO YIIpaBy HaWIyT.

[Ton MenneHHo nmokayan rojJoBOM.

— st X0351€B 3TO camMblil HEHHBIA Y€TTOBEK BO BCEM ropojie. Thl, HABEPHOE, HE 3HAEIIb, HO KaK
HOSIBUIICS 371€Ch 3TOT Mar, — [lon océkcs, Korga K HUM MOI0IIEN ouepeHON KIHeHT. OH MOI0KII
HECKOJIbKO MOHET Ha cToi u ymén, a [lon nponomxwmi, — Tak y Hac moxapsl B rOpojie HA4aJIUCh.
Cny1ok XoJuT, YTO HECIIPOCTA 3TO.

— Koneuno necmnpocra, — noarsepaui ero noragku CreH. — Ecnu emy u MaccoBasi Ka3Hb
HEBUHHBIX COUJET € PYK, TO ICEH I€Hb, HecnpocTa!

— Tuiue, — 3amunen Ha Hero [1oin. — Ecnu Te0s ycnbIart, To KTO 3HAET, K YeEMY TO IPUBEAET.

Crennu oTOpBaJICS OT TOPIBIIIKA!

— A uto 6ynetr? YUto onm caenatot ¢ nonnanubiM Ero Ceetneiimectsa? S mosioH, MOJHOH,
H0JI-HO-1I€H-HbIH, — BEITOBOPWJI OH IO CJIoraM 3To ciioBo, — jieruonep! Conpar! Ilpencrasurens
CuJIbl uMInepuu!

— Ycnoxoiics, Cren!

— 5 cnokoen. IIpocro, 3Ta Bes cu-cutyanusi, — CJ0Ba AaBaJIMCh €EMY BCE CIIOXKHEE, — HE UAET
HU B KaKue pamKu!

— Cren, nau cnare. Thl HeMHOTO nIEpeOpall, — MOCOBETOBAN EMY JIPYT.

— A? [a 5 emé cronapko BeIIUTH cMory! BoT, cMoTpu! — 1 OH ONPOKKHYJ KyBIIMH, 3aJIMBast
ceOe B ropiio Lejblii HOTOK KPETKOTo HalUTKA.

[on népuyncsa x Hemy, HO He ycren. CTeH molMal S3bIKOM MOCIIEIHIO KaIuTio u pa3ont
IJIMHSHBIN KYBIIHH O 110JI 3aBECHUS.

— Bort, Buauib, u Hu4ero!

— O, 6oru, — BemoxHY [Ton. — Thl e€ ocymut. ..

— Jlexxo! V Tes nu Bo 3¢Th? — SA3bIK Hayaj )KUTh CBOEH JKM3HBIO, HO BO3HHUKIIAs MpolieMa
He ObLJIa HACTOJIBKO CHIIbHA, YTOOBI pekpamniatsk Oecemy. — [lom, Tl MHE TypyXx?

— Jla, npyr, — ycriokow ero Ilomn. — M kak aApyr s cOBeTYyr0 TeOe HITH CHaTh.

— I maityny, HO notom-M. [laii muBa, MEHe, — Yepe3 UKOTY BBIMOJIBUII OH.

— Tebe xBarut. 3aBTpa He npocHELbCS. JlaBail, crynail yxe.

— S b1, T€OS HE y3, 3-3Hat0. Thl MeHs He yBxkalllb? — CTEHIU MOYyBCTBOBAJ, KaK KaKas-TO
CHUJIa HETIPEOAOINMO TSHET ero Hazaa. OH Buenuics B cton [lona o6enmu pykamu U ene yaepxaics
OT NAJCHHUS.

— JlaBaii st nomory tebe JOWTH 0 KOMKH! — yxe He mpocuJ, a ymossut ero [lod.

— S cam! — Crennu cobparcs ¢ cuiiaMu, KPEeTKo MOCTABUII HOTH Ha JTOIIATHIH MOJT U OAHSIICS
CO CKaMbH.

CreH npocHyJCS U HOBBIM JIEHb HE MpeABelan Oepl, I0Ka OH HE MOBEPHYJ ToJIOBY. TsHY-
mast 60Jb HaKaTUIIA HA HETO U €My 3aXOTEJOCh CHOBA OUYTHTHCSI BO CHE. UTO eMy CHMIIOCH, OH
HE [TOMHMUJI, HO JIa)KE CaMbIi )KyTKUI KOIIMap Ka3aJiCs €My CIIaCUTEJIbHBIM IJIOTOM B 3TOM MOpE
nynbcupyrorei 6omm. Ho con He mpuxoawmt u CTeH penirt OTKPBITh Ta3a. OH Jiexall Ha KpoBaTh
B OYEHb 3HAKOMOI1 KOMHaTe. [ ie Haxoauaack 3Ta KOMHATa, OH He oHuMail. [IoBOpoT rosioBel Ipu-
HEC eMy HOBYIO BOJIHY 00JIH, HO, Oyy4d HACTOSIIUM MYXYHUHOM, OH CTEpIIE], HE U3/laB HU 3ByKa.
Onépiuce Ha pyKH, OH CeJ U MOCMOTPEN Ha MOJI, T/I€ pacTeKiach Lieas JyXa 4ero-To He OUYeHb
IPUATHOTO Ha BUI. M TyT 10 HEro AOIIEN KUCIBIN 3aI1ax, 3al0JOHMBIINHI €ro KoMHary. « Mol Bue-
paiHuil y>kun», — noragancs CreH. 3anax ¢ KakIpIM B3/10XOM CTaHOBUJICS BCE 00J1€€ HEBBIHOCH-
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MbIM, 1 CTEHJIH ITOHSUT, YTO €0 JOOBET eclTu He roJoBHAs 00JIb, TO 3Ta XKyTKas BOHb. [IpeBo3MO-
rast cmaboCTh, OH CIIONI3 C KPOBATH M, OTIMPAsICh O CTEHKY, TOKOBBUIUT 10 OKHA. PackphiB cTaBHM,
CreH noHO! rpy/IpI0 BIOXHYJ OTHOCUTEIBHO CBEKUI TOpoickoi Bo3yX. [10CTOSB Tak HECKOIBKO
MUHYT, OH PELIWI, 4YTO Nopa Obl MoKka3aThes Ha JitoAsax. [lonpaBus cBoto oaexay, CTEHIN BbILIEN
U3 KOMHAThI U TOOpEN B Ooubioif 3ai. [1oa BcTpeTut ero XMypbIM B3I AOM.

— [puser, Iloin, — kopoTko mo3nopoBacs ¢ Apyrom CTEHIIN U CEJI 3a CTOJ.

— [Ipuser, — [1on ObUT HE OUYEHB-TO APYKETIOOCH.

— Kak orpabotan Buepa? be3 npoucmectBuii? — CTEHIN MOHSI, YTO 3TU BOIPOCHI IIPO3BY-
YaJlid COBCEM HE K MECTY.

— Jla KaKk-To HEe 0YEHb, — MPOLEINT CKBO3b 3yObl TPAKTHUPLIHK.

— Crnymraii, 4To-TO y MEHS rOJI0Ba pacKalibiBaeTcs. Y TeOs HET JekapcTBa’?

— EcTb, — OH AOCTaN U3-M0J CTOMKH KYyBIIWH, HAIIOJTHEHHbBIA KAKOW-TO XKUJIKOCTBIO.

Crennu cXBaTWI OCYUHY U, HE CIIpallIMBasi, YTO BHYTPH, IPUHSIICA XJ1€0ATh COJIOHOBATYIO
KUJKOCTh. EMy cpa3sy nosnerdao, o KpaiHel Mepe, OH yTOJIUII KA1y, My4aBIIyIO €ro C MOMEHTa
npoOyxaeHus. JlonuB 10 KOHIA, OH OCTOPOXKHO MOCTABUJI KYBIIMH Ha CTON U oOparuics K [omy:

— 51 BooO11IE HE TIOMHIO, UTO BUYEpa OBLIO, HO CY/s IO TBOEMY BHLY, 51 YTO-TO HATBOPHIL

— Ha, HarBopwi1. [locMOTpH BOKpYT.

Crennu ocMoTpecs, HO HUYEro MOI03pUTEIBLHOIO TaK U HE 3aMETHIL.

— a, Bpone, HU4Ero.

— Bot umenno, uro muuero! [locmorpu, Cren! He xBaTaeT momoBuHBI CTONIOB!

Crennu emi€ pa3 o0epHYIICS U MOHSII, YTO B 3aJI€ CTAJIO KaK-TO HEOOBIKHOBEHHO POCTOPHO.

— Hy, Tenepp TyT TaHIbl yCTpauBaTh MOKHO, — PEILINI CMATYUTH cuTyanuto CreH, Ho [lom,
IIOXO0’KE, HE OLICHWJI €T0 LIYTKY.

— Kakue Tanupl, Cten! — B3opBaics oH. — Uto MHe Tenepsb nenats? I1e MHE B3SITh JEHET
Ha HOBYIO MeOelb, a? MOXeT, Thl MHE Jaib?

Crennu He 0XKuAaJl TAKOHM peakuu OT BCeraa BecEIoro U CrokoiHoro apyra. Ha MruoBenue
OH IOTEPSUT JaJl PeUH, a IOTOM I10JI€3 B KapMaH M JIOCTaJ 30J10TOM.

— OTtkyna y 1e6st 3010T0? — ycTaBuics Ha MoHeTy [lom.

— Jla Tak, Hamén, — He mpuaAyMaB HUYETo yMHee, oTBeTH1 eMy CteH. — Ecniu He XBaTuT, s
enl€ Hany.

— Ma, xBatut, — cmytuics [lon. — [laxe mHOrO.

— Torna pacckaxu, 4To TyT OBLIO, @ TO YTO-TO 5 HUYETO HE NOMHIO, — IOY€ECcaB 3aThLIOK,
BBIMOJIBHJI OH.

— Jlagno. Korma Tel npuinén, U pacckasai o mare. ..

— Mar! — Bapyr BcnoMuun CTeH BUEpaIIHUNA JI€Hb, U €My MoIuioxeno. — Yto ¢ marom?

— Cupaur y cebs B 6amrHe. Tak BOT, KOT/Ia ThI BBIITHII BCE 3TO aJICKOE MOMIIO U pa30miI KyBIIHH,
TO MOIIEN pa30upaTbCsi C MaroM.

— U 161 MeHs He ocTaHOBUN? — yauBwiIca CTEHIH.

— He ycnen. Tol emy Bpe3an. Tounee Bpe3an ToMy, KOTo MPHUHSUI 3a Mara. A 3aTeM Bpesall
BTOPOMY Mary, IIOTOM TpeTbeMy U yeTBEpTOoMy. [loTOM Maru n3bmim Te0s, a TOTOM | JApYT JApyTa,
pa3Hecs OJIOBUHY MOETO 3aBe/ieHUsI. 51 ene ycren BHTaumTh Te0s U3 3TOH 3aBapyIIKU U CIIPATATh
B TBOEH KOMHATE, I0KA OHU TYT BECETIMINCH.

Crennu 1ocTan u3 KapMaHa ellé mapy cepeOpsiKoB, U MOJIOKHI Ha CTOJL.

— A »t0 emé 3auem? — cpocwu [Tom.

— Ot0 3a koMHaty. TaM yOparbcs HaaO Obl.

[Tosn crpé6 neHpru U NpoAOIIKUII

— B ob6mem, Beceno Buepa Obu10. BriepBrie 3a BCE BpeMsi, YTO s BIIAACIO ATUM TPAKTHPOM,
y MEHsI ObLJI OJIHBIN 3aJ1 OPYIIMX, NbSHBIX U OBIOLIUX APYT APYTY MOPJIbI MY>KUKOB!

— Cmacu60 MHE 3a 3TO0 MpecTaBiIeHue, — YabIOHyIcs CTeHIH.
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— Jla yx, cmacu6o.

— Ilon, MHE opa UATH AalblIe, Thl HE cepyail, €CIu YTo.

— Jla Bcé HopmanbHO! S He B 00me Ha TeOs1. Yke. A ThI, €CITU XOUEIllb, TOKUBH Y MEHSI €IIIE.

— Jla HeT, MHe U BripaBay nopa. Sl U Tak Buepa XOTeJl YXOAUTh, TaK UTO, 3aJePHKajcs, MOKHO
CKa3arb, CirydaitHo. [la u AeHer 3a Kaxplii Beuep, IpOBeNEHHBIN y Te0sI, y MEHs HE XBaTHT.

— Hy, TbI ecnu Oynemb MUMO NMPOXOANUTH 3HaH, 51 Bcerna Tede paa. Yuru!

— Cnymaii, I[Ton, a 4To 3TO 3a MO0 THI MHE MOACYHYJ BUepa, a? — 3anan CTeH My4Jaroniui
€ro BOIIPOC.

— Jla s 1 cam He 3Har. Tak, HaJMBAIO MHOT/A, KOTAA MPOCST YEro-HUOyab MOKpEnye .
Ho rtak, kax Tbl Buepa, €ro He MU elé HUKTO.

— A Ha3BaHUE y HETO e€CTh?

— Jla kakoe TaM Ha3BaHUe. bepy y MecTHOro BUHO/ENA.

— XKanb, — B3noxuyn CreH.

— A 4t0, moHpaBmioch? — ynbIOHycs [To.

— HaoGopot, yToOBI 60JBIIIE HUKOTAA €r0 B POT HE OpaTh, — yxmbuibHyics CteH. — JlaaHo,
HOWTy sl coOOUpaThCsL.

OH BepHyJiCs B KOMHAaTy U CTal coOuparh pacKuiaHHble Be3ae Bemu. CrycTs momyaca
Crennu BbIIIEN U3 KOMHATHI, momnpomaics ¢ [lonom u ormpaBuiics K 1eHTpy ropoaa. Jlowmas
710 TIepeKpECTKa, OH CBEPHYJI Ha 3a11a 1 1 3aliaraj 1o J0pore, 00Xo 15 BOSHUKAIOIIUX Y HEr0 Ha Iy TH
nemexonoB. CTeH MOAXOAM K OKpauHaM ropoza, a OamHu Xo3sieB CTAHOBWIIMCH BCE OOIbIIe
¥ YIpOXKaIoIle HaBUCAIHM HaJ HUM, Kak Obl HaAMEKas, YTO eMy Terepb He MECTO B 3TOM TOpOJIE.
OH oTBEpHYJCS OT MEAJIEHHO IUIBIBYIIIMX MMUMO HETO CTPOCHHMM U HalpaBWJI CBOW B3IVISA IPSIMO
10 I0pOre, OTBiIEKasi cedsl OT MBICJIEH O BUEpAlLIHEM IpouciiecTBUH. Brliing u3 ropoga, Crennu
IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK IieJ1asi Topa CBAJIMJIACh C €0 IUIeY, JaBUBLIAas HA HETO C CAMOI0 yTpa.

OH 1m1en1 B OIMHOYECTBE JI0 CaMOro Beuepa, Habloas, Kak ero pa3 3a pa3oM OOTOHSIOT TOPro-
BbI€ KapaBaHbl. BcTpeuHble KapaBaHbl TOXKE [TONA1aINCh, IPY>KEHbIE pa3IMYHBIMU TOBapaMHU U CIIe-
HIalMe MOCKopee CObITh CBOE 0OPO. beckoHeuHble CTeny pacTsHYJIUCh BO BCE CTOPOHBI, a PEIKNE
pa3BanvHbl BAOAb [lyTH JIMIIb M3peaka BIpACTAIM U3 POBHOM Iiaad noseu. JIErkuit 3amaaHblil
BETEp Tpenall ero rycTyto 0Opojy, a COIMHEUYHbIE JIyYd BpeMsi OT BpEMEHHU NMpOOUBAJIUCh CKBO3b
MOKpEIBIIHE HeO0 oOmaka. CTEHIIM BIOXHYJI ITOJTHOM TPYABIO OOAPSIIUI BO3AYX U MPUOABIII IIIATY.
Mo Jlaproca octraBanocs BEpCT ABECTH, HE OOJIBIIIE, U 3TOT IyTh OH HAMEPEBAJICS poieiarh B OI1-
xaiimyto Henemo. Ho Hukak He Oornbire AByX. Penkue memiexons! muii B 00e CTOPOHBI, HO BCE
OHM, CKOpEE BCEro, ObUIM KUTEISIMU OKPECTHBIX JE€PEBEHb, Kak npeanonaran Cred. Ero ve nér-
Kasl KoJIp4yra IOYTH HE Mellasla eMy, Be/lb JUIMTEIbHbIC IEPEXO/IbI B TOJIHOM CHAPSKEHUU 32 J10J1-
THe€ ToJibl CIYXObI C/IE€TIaIN €0 BHIHOCIUBEE, YeM OOJIBIIMHCTBO MY>KYMH umrnepuu. [lostomy ox
JIbILIAIT [TOJTHOM IPYbI0 U 0C000 HE OECIOKOMIICS HAacUET JIEKAIIEro Mepel HUM pacCTOSHUSI.

bnmxe k Bedepy Crennu 3agymMaics 0 Howilere. EMy COBEpPIIEHHO HE XOTEJI0Ch OCTABATHCS
B YHCTOM I10JI€, @ HUKAKOH 1I€pEBHU, WIN YKPBITUS, TOOIN30CTH He Ob110. KapaBaHIIMKOB TOXE Kak
BETPOM cyI10, 1 CTEHJIM PEeIIvII MOCTICIINTh, HAAESACh O IyTH 3aCTaTh KaKyl0-HUOYIb MOJIEBYIO
ctostHKY. Ho, uis oH mpubaBmil X0y, Kak BIIEpeIy 3aMasianiIi BCaTHUKH, OBICTPO CKavyIIne eMy
HaBcTpeuy. [IpubnausuBmmcs, CTeHnu cMor pa3misiieTh Jtoael, oomauéHHblx B gocnexu Mmnep-
CKOTIO JIETHOHA. J[[ecATOK BEpXOBbIX MOJCKAKaIM K HEMY U OKPYKWIH, IPUIUPUYUBO OCMATpUBas
CreHa ¢ rojoBbl /10 HOT.

— 3apaBCcTBYiTE, BCAAHUKH, — OMPUBETCTBOBAN X CTEH.

— Hy, 3npaBcTBYyH, 3ApaBCTBYM, — HE OYEHb-TO TOCTEIPUMMHO OTBETUJI OUH U3 HUX.

— UYem 00s13aH TakOMy BHUMaHUI0? — psMo cripocut CTeH, BUJs, YTO BCAJHUKH TaK IPOCTO
€ro He OTIYCTSIT.

— Tol 3HaeIb, KTO MBI, TyTHUK? — OTO3BAJICS BCE TOT JKE JIETUOHED.

— Jlozopusie, — orBeTrs1 CTEH.
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— Jla, no30pHbIe, — NOATBEPANII BCATHUK. — A 51 AecITHUK PoH Amm. A pa3 Tbl OCBEIOMIIEH
KTO MBI, TO TOJIKEH 3HATh, YEM Mbl 3aHUMAEMCH.

—Kak e He 3HaTh? 3Haemo. CrienuTe 3a HOPSAIKOM MEXTy TOpoJaMHu, 1a 00MpaeTe OJUHOKUX
MYTHUKOB, — MOXkaJ1 uieyamu CTeHIu.

— Jla xak T cmeennb! — Pon HampaBui Ha CTeHa KOTbE, HO TOT U yCOM HE TIOBEN.

— Ilocaymaii, necsTHUK, MHE ceiiyac HeKorJa TyT ¢ ToOOM npumnuparbes. S crenty no cBoum
JieJiaM, ¥ €ClId Thl MEHS MPOMYCTUlllb, B VIMIepckux najnarax si 3aMOJIBIIIO 3a T€OSI CIOBEYKO, —
npeoxui emy CTeHnu.

— B manarsl, TOBOpHIIIb, TOPOTIHIIBCS. .. A KaKoe /10 y Te0st B TajaTax? — MOMHTEPECOBAJICS
Pon. — Konu TbI areHT, a Mbl MeIIaeM HCIIOTHEHUIO TBOETO JI0JITa, TO MBI TOTOBBI IOABE3TH TEOS:
BEPCT JECATh, a TO U BCE ABA/LATh, 14, TApHU? — 00OpaTUIICS OH K CBOUM MOJYMHEHHBIM.

Te B 0uH rojoc noaaepKaiu ero uaeckw.

— Jla HeT, He areHT 5. Xouy Ha Cily>k0e BOCCTaHOBUTHCS, — IpU3HaJICA UM CTeHn.

—Ha ciy»x6e? Tak TbI uT0, IeroHep? — YAUBUIICS BCATHUK. — A BBIIVISIINIIB, KaK pa300HHUK.

— IHompoGoBan OB THI MOOPOIUTH MO OOJIOTaM MECAIOK, CHacasCh OT OpA BOCCTaBIINX,
B3MIISIHYJI OBI s Ha TeOs1, — OTphI3HYJICS CTEHITH.

— Ilocroii, a moyemy ThI 1o Oosotam Oponmi? Thl U3 KaKOTO JeTHoHA?

— W3 yerBéproro, — npusHaics CTeH U 3aMeTu, Kak POH KUBHYJ KOMY-TO, CTOSILLIEMY Y HETO
3a CIIMHOM.

OH omsHyJCS U 3aMETHJI KpaeM IJla3a JIPEBKO KOIbsl, JIETSILEro NIpsiMoO eMy B rojony. [1oi-
MaB yaap, Ctennu norepsn cozHanue. OH OUHYJICS MOCEPEIN HOYM, HO HE CMOT MOIIEBEIUTHCS:
PYKH ¥ HOTM ObUIM KPEIKO CBsI3aHbl. BCIIONOXM OTHS CIENWIN €r0 U OH MOIBITAJICS OTBEPHYTHCS
OT CBeETa.

— CMmoTpu-Ka, 3aleBeauics, — CKa3aa 4el-To rojoc.

— Ara, — BTOpUJI €My JpYTOH.

— DI, pebsara, uto Takoe? — cipocuia ux CteH. — Yto st HaTBOpMII?

— Kak ur0o? A TbI HE 3HaelIb? — OTBETHJI BOITPOCOM Ha BOIIPOC OJMH U3 JO30PHBIX.

— Ilocnymaiite, s He HOHUMatO, 4TO npoucxoaut? [Touemy Bbl Ha MeHsl Hanayin?

— Te1 — ne3epTup, — MOIy4nsI OH OTBET HA CBOW BOMPOC.

— Kaxk nezeprup? S xe cpaxkancs no nocieanero! S Buaen, kak jarepb 3aroJOHIIA MEPT-
BELbl U HE OTCTYIMJI, [TOKa cUTyalus He crana 6e3HaaéxHou! S — Crennu Tpemmi, AecsaTHUK
Nmnepckoro nerunona! S cam mén B manarbl JOJOXKHUTh O CBOEM CHACEHMM M O CIyUMBILEMCS
y Tanuu!

— Ycnokoiicst, AeCATHUK. MBI BCe 3HaeM, 4TO CIIy4MIIOCh y Tanuu 1 3HaeM, 4TO OTTy[a HUKTO
HE claccs, — 3aBepuJl €ro J030PHbIH.

— Pa3 HukTO He cnaccs, 0TKyza e Bbl BCE 3HaeTe? — cripocuii ero CTeHu.

— I'enepan Kaii co cBoumu TenoxpaHuTenssMu OblTM €JUHCTBEHHBIMU, KTO BBIOpaJICs U3 3TOU
ceun. OHU IpopBaJIUCh ¢ O0EM, MTOCIETHUMHU OKUHYB Jlarepb. Bcé Boiicko mosnero B Toil OuTee
U TOJIBKO BCaJHUKaM yaanoch cnactuchk. M emé neseprupam, cOexaBIIuM B caMOM Hauaje 0osl.
Tak 4to, THI TMOO TETOXPAHUTENb TeHepaa, 0o ne3eptup. Ha peiaps Tl He TOXO0XK, TaK YTo. ..

OTuX cloB A030pHOro XBarwio CTeHy uYTOObI MOHAThH, YTO JJISl HET0 BCE 3aKOHUYMIIOCH.
Teneps ero cnaayT u ocyasaT. KakoBo OyieT penieHne cyiel, OH 3Hall: OTCEYEHHUE roJI0BbI Ha IJIa-
3ax y Bcero jernoHa. Ho cnepBa eMy oTpyOsT HOTH B Ha3WaHHUE IPYTUM JIESTHOHEPAM, YTOOBI OHU
NOHHUMAaJIU, KaKoe MpecTyrieHne coBepiimi oH. CTeH ckajcs B KOMOK U MOCTapaicsl YKPbIThCS
BO ThM€, TaK LIEAPO JAPOBAaHHOW HOUYBIO 3TOMY MUpY. «BoT TeOe u xeHa, U 1eTH, U 10M», — IOy~
MaJl OH, 0CO3HaB, YTO KU3Hb €ro NpUOINKAETCS K KOHILY.
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6. Y3HUK

Crennu otkauusuics. OH Beerja oIMYaics 3aBUIHBIM 3J0POBBEM, HO, IPOBOJS BCE BpEMs
B ChIPOI1 KaMepe, OHO 3aMETHO MOIIATHYI0Ch. OH CHOBA IPOCYHYJI PYKH B Y3KYIO LN MO/ CaMbIM
MIOTOJIKOM, 3aMEHSIOIIYI0 OKHO — €IMHCTBEHHOE HAaIlOMHHaHUE eMy o cBoOoae. Ho cBobGoza ocra-
Jach T€-TO TaM, 32 KPENKUMH TIOPEMHBIMU CTEHAMHU, 32 TSKEIBIMU TyOOBBIMU IBEPbMU, 34 CKPH-
IyYUMHU JKeJIe3HbIMU 3acoBaMU. OH CTOSUT M CIIyIIal, KaK M0 KOpUJIOpY BHOBb pa3[aroTcs LIary,
CTaHOBSCh BCE rpomue U rpoMyue. «OnsaTh UIYT 3a KEM-TO», — IOAYMaJ OH.

[Ipouwto yxe okosno mosyrona, kak Cten monan B Jlaproc. UMnepckue 1030pHbIE JOCTaBUIN
€ro ropaszio ObICTpee, YeM OH IMpeoarail CaMOCTOsITEIbHO J00paThes 10 ropoaa. OHU Ke ero
U cranu B pyku npaBocyaus. Oto6paB Bcé, uto y Hero 0buto, CTeHa OpOCHIN B KaMepy, BhIJIaB
BMECTO OJIEXK/Ibl Kakue-1o TpAnku. CIyCcTsl HEJEIN0, WIK OKOJIO TOro, Hayaiucs cya. OH MOMHMI
3TOT JI€Hb, KaK OyATO BCE MPOMU30ILIO BUEpa.

— O6Bunsiembrii Crennu TpeMrni, BCTaHbTe, — CKa3all eMy CYIIbs, 00JIauéHHBIA BO BCE Oeroe.

CreHnu MOAHAJICS C KOJEH U MOJOIIEN K PEelIETKe KIETH, B KOTOPYIO €ro 3alepiu, JIMIIb
CTOMJIO €My TonacTh B CyneOHbIi 3ain. OH MOMHWII, KaK Cy/Ibs BCTPETHI €ro adCONIFOTHO paBHO-
JYLIHBIM B3[JISJIOM M KaK OTBEPHYJICS, IPOAOIKask OOIIEHNUE C IPYTUMH JIIOJIbMH, 00CTYyIMBILIUMU
Ero CnpasennuBocts. CTEHIN CMOTpEIN Ha OCIaHa 00roB, BEPIIMBILETO CYIbObI THICSY JIIOIEH,
OJTHUM JIMILIb CJIOBOM CBOUM /IapOBABILKM >KU3Hb WM CMEPTh, UJIU KU3Hb XyXke cmepTu. Korna xxe
€r0 BIHUXHYIIU B KIIETh, TO JJISl CY[IbH OH IepecTaj ObITh yenoBekoM. OH CTal JUIIb IPEIMETOM,
KOTOPBI MOKHO ObLIO OCTaBUTh WJIM BBIKUHYTh, BCE 3aBHCEJIO JIUIIb OT HACTPOEHUS XO35MHA.

— Bac 00BUHSIOT B 1€3€pTUPCTBE, YTO Bbl MOJKETE CKa3aTh B CBOE ONpaBJaHUE? — CIIPOCHII
€ro Cyzbsl.

— Bama CrpaBeyTiBOCTb, TO, B 4€M MeHS OOBHUHSIOT, 3TO HE TipaBna. S cam men B mmep-
CKHE TaiaThl OOBSIBUTH O CBOEM CIIACCHWW W MPOJODKHTH CBOIO CIIy)KOy Ha 0JIaro MMIICpHUU.
Ho no nmytu MeHs BCTpeTuiu J030pHbIE, OHU CBA3AJIM MEHS M JOCTaBWJIM B TOPOJ KaK IJICHHUKA.

— Xoporuo. Pacckaxkure, Kak Tak IPOU30IILIIO, YTO Bl TOKUHYIIH JIETHOH?

— B 10T e MBI cTosnu noz ropoaoM Tanuss. MEpTBbIe BHE3ANIHO BBILUIA U3 Jieca LIEI0N
OpZIOi M MBUHYIUCH HA HAII JIarepb. YeTBEPTHIH J1eTHOH ObLI C(HOPMHUPOBAH MPEUMYIIECTBEHHO
U3 HOBOOPAHIIEB U MHOT'HE COJIAAThl UCIYTaJIUCh, YBUAEB HECMETHBIE MOITUYHUIIA TPUOBIBAIOILIETO
IPOTUBHUKA. MBI IPUHSIIN Ha cedsl yaap, HO CTPOU B LIEHTPE MPOTHYJICS U MEPTBELbI IPOPBAJINCH
B Jarepb. Ha TOT MOMEHT, KoT/1a MBI MTOHSJIN, YTO K OCHOBHOMY BOMCKY HaM HE MPOOUTHCS, HAC
ocTaBaJioch 0KoJ10 coTHU. Ham komanaup [larpux MopTrc npuHsan Ha ce0s1 KOMaHJOBaHUE U IIPU-
Ka3aJl OTCTYIaTh K OIYILKE Jieca, [J€ Mbl U NMPOJAOILKUIN 00pb0y ¢ MEPTBBIMU. MBI AepKaluch
CKOJIBKO MOTJIH, HO, KOTJ[a ITOHSJIN, YTO JISTUOH Pa30uT, IBUHYIINCH BIITyOBb Jieca.

— To ecTb BBI XOTUTE CKa3aTh, YTO C BaMH OBLJIO €II€ HECKOJIBKO YEIOBEK, BKIIOYasi COTHUKA
Moprtuca, OTaaBIIEr0 BaM IpeaaTeabCKuil IpuKa3? — Cy/ibs BIIEPUII B HETO TXKENBIN B3IV,

— Bama CrnpasennuBoctb, — Hauan CteH, — COTHUK MopTtuc norud, Tak U HE JOCTUTHYB
onmymKu. Mbl fepKaiuch 10 MOCIEIHETO, T0Ka JETHOH He MaJl, a Te, KTO craccs TOraa, noruonu
B jiecy. Ocrasncs TOJIBKO 5.

— HanmomuwuTe, noxkainyicra, CKOJIBKO YeT0BEK 100paIoch 10 jeca’?

— IIatHanuare, — orBeTHI CTEH.

— U u3 nsaTHaqUAaTH TOJIBKO BBl OIMH CYMEJH BhIOpAThCs?

— Iloxoxe...

— To ectb, BBl HE yBEepeHbI?

— Bamra CripaBeiiIBOCTB, 51 pACCTAJICS C TOCIEIHUMHE CIIACIIMMUCS y OOJIOT, yBOJIS 32 COO0H
MEPTBBIX. UTO CTAI0Ch C HUMU Jajbllle, 51 HE 3HAIO.

— To ecTh, BBl HE HCKIIIOYAETE TOT0, YTO OHM BCE €& JKUBHI?
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— S ve 3nato, Bama CrnipaBesiuBOCTb.

— Xoporuo. Pacckaxure, uTo MoOyansIo Bac BEPHYTHCS B JIETUOH?

— Moii nmonr, most yecth, — Ctennu 3amsiics. — Bama CripaBeayiuBOCTb, BBl JOIKHO OBITh
3HAETe, YTO JIETMOHEPHI HETIJIOXO 3apabaThIBalOT, U HA MOEM CUETE TOXKE CKOIUIIACH 10CTAaTOUHAas
cyMmMa. Tak BOT, I€HbI'M TOXE ChITPAIM HEMAJIOBAXHYIO POJb B MOEM BO3BpAIlICHUU.

— A ecnu 051 y Bac He ObLIO JieHer?

— 51 Bc€ paBHO BepHyJcs Obl. Sl jxe TOBOpIO: HA IEPBOM MECTE Y MEHS CTOAT JAOJT U YECTb.

— Wrak, s BeIcIy11ad JOCTaTOYHO, U HACTAJIO BpEMS [TOJIBECTH PE3YJIbTAT CETOIHAIIHETO pa3-
OouparenbcTBa. 3 BblensnoxxeHHoro ooBuHsemoro, Creninu TpeMiuia, CieayeT, 4TO OH He Hapy-
IIajl IpUKa3a CBOETO KOMaHAMpA, TaK KaK IPHUKAa3 BBIIIECTOSIIEI0 KOMAaHAYIOLIEro 10 HEro
He poxoawi. IloBuHysch Bosie coTHHKa MopTuca, OT/AaBIIEro NpecTynHbId MpHUKa3, OH, BMECTE
C IPyTUMH JIETUOHEPAMH, TOKHHYJ CTPOH, YTO MOTJIO TIOCTYKHUTh K YXYAIICHHUIO TIOJIOKEHHS 000-
POHSIBILIETOCA JIETHOHA, — CY[bsl OTXJIEOHYI M3 YalllM, CTOSALIEH Ha ero crosie. — Bnocnencrsuu o
cyMeJ BbIOpaTbes U3 Jeca, 3all0JJHEHHOTO BOCCTABIIMMU, OTTY/1a, OTKY/1a HE CMOIVIM BBIMTH MSITHA-
nuathb yenosek. [locne yero, npenucrnoaHeHHbII YyBCTBOM JI0JITa OH PELIN BEPHYTHCS B JIETUOH, —
CyZibs IPUCTAJIbHO B3MIsiHYI Ha CTeHa. — Ho, B HalieM pacniopsiKeHUH €CTh IOKa3aHUs €1E OJHOTO
CBUJIETEIIS, CIIACILIETOCS U3 TOI OOMHU.

Crennu ynusuiics ycnblanHoMmy: «Kro sxe 3To mor ciactuck? Heyxenu, KTo-ToO U3 €ro ToBa-
puiein?»

— I'enepan Hupuyc Kaii, koMaH1yromui 4eTBEPTHIM JIETHOHOM, J1aJ1 COBEPILIEHHO ITPOTUBO-
peUrBbIE MMOKA3aHUS.

—Yto? I'enepan Kaii Bboxkun? U1 uto xe oH ckazan?

— Crenmmu Tpemm! [Tonpoury He mepeOHBaTh MEHs, — ClIEIall 3aMEYaHUe CYIbsI.

— Jla, Bama CripaBeisiuBOCTb.

— Tax BoT, renepan Kaii ckaszasu, 4To OHU AEPKAIUCH 10 NOCIEAHETO U HUKTO, S MTOBTOPIO,
HUKTO, KTO HE OBbLJI BEPXOM Ha KOHE, He BbDKWI. OH OTJas MpHUKa3 K OTCTYIUIEHHIO, KOT/A YKe
CTaJIO SICHO, YTO OMTBa MpourpaHa. MepTBeIbl OKPYKUJIN OTCTYNAIOIINX, U TOJbKO BCAJHUKAM
yAaJIoCh CIacTUCh. Bece ocTanibHble JIETHOHEPHI, KOTOPbIE BHIPBAJIMCH U3 ATOrO KankaHa, Oexanu
710 Ha4yaja OMTBEI, TO €CTh JAe3ePTHPOBAIH. ETo CBUIETENECTBO OATBEPIMIIN TPUALIATH PHIApei,
CBOMMHM IJIa3aMU BUJIEBUIMX BCE, YTO MPOMCXOAMIIO HA IoJie 00 B TOT J€Hb. Y MEHS HET IpHU-
YUHBI HE I0BEPSITh TPEM JECITKAM YBaXKa€MbIX JIFOAEH, JOKa3aBIIMX CBOK YECTHOCTh MHOXKECTBOM
COBEpUIEHHBIX UMM TOABUIOB, HO, UX CBUJETEIbCTBOBAaHHE MPOTUBOPEUUT BauieMmy. [locemy, s
IOpUILIEN K BBIBOAY, YTO BbI JI€3EPTUPOBAIM /10 Hadasia Ju00 B camMoM Hauane 6os. Bel npenanu
CBOM JIETHIOH, BO3MOYKHO, IPEIAIN CBOMX JIONICH, C KOTOPBIMH OTIPABHIUCH B OercTBo. Ho Bama
Ya)KJ1a HAKUBBI ChIrpalla ¢ BaMU TypHYI0 IyTKy. [lorHaBImunce 3a 3010TOM, OCTaBIEHHBIM Ha Xpa-
HeHue B VIMIiepcKux nanarax, Bbl CaMH MO CATU cede mpuroBop. Barra yecTs Obl1a moBepruyTa
JHDKUBOCTBIO, BAlll JIOJT 3aMEHWIIO IPEAaTeabCTBO. Sl BBIHOILY BaM IIPUTOBOP: 32 U3MEHY POJUHE,
Crennu Tpemm, ObIBIINEI JecATHUK VIMIepcKoro jJeruoHa, a HlHE J1€3€pTHp, IPUTOBaprBaeTCs
K CMEPTHOM Ka3HU C OTCEUCHHEM KOHEUHOCTe|. [IpuroBop Oyner ocyiiecTBIEH B TeUEHNE HEAETH
CO JHSI €r0 MPOBO3MIALIEHHUS, — CY/bsI TOJHSII CO CTOJIa CBOM JK€3J1 U TPHIK/bI YIAPHII UM O CTOJL. —
CynebHoe pa3OupaTesbCTBO 3aKOHUYEHO. 3aBOAUTE CIEAYIOIIET0 OOBUHAEMOTO.

Teno Crena onemeno. «Kak? Kak st BunoBeH? [louemy? 51 ske HUUEro 1maoxoro He caenan?» —
MYUuiIcsl OH OecCMbICIIEHHBIMU BorpocamMu. OH IOYYBCTBOBaJ, KaK €ro pyKd OTIUPAIOT OT Mpy-
ThEB PEILETKU U KaK €r0 yTaCKUBAIOT Ky/Aa-TO [0 TEMHBIM KopuaopaM. Ero nocaaunm Ha KoJeHH,
HaJIeJIU Ha PYKH KaHJaJbl 1 HAMEPTBO 3aKkoBaiu. [loTOM CHOBaA TalwiIn KyJa-To, 3aT€M 3aKHHYIN
B 3Ty CHIPYIO Kamepy, OpoCHiii BHYTPb XYZ10€ BEIPO U 3anepiu 1Bepb. CTEHIIM BXKaJjcs B IO, CEB
B Ky4y CbIPOI COJIOMBI, CITy Kallleil MECTHBIM NOJJOOMEM MEPUHBI U IOTPY3UJICS B CBOU MBICIIH.

«YTo 5 cenan He Tak? — 3a/1aBaJICsl OH BONPOCcaMu. — S BCIO JKHU3Hb CpaXkascs 3a UMIIEPUIO, 5T
BCIO JKU3HB OT/IaJl HIMIICPHH, a TETIEPh UMIICPUS OTHUMAET XKHU3Hb y MEeHsI. [ /1e s JomycTriI omuoKy?
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I'ne st cBepHyn He Tyna? A MOXET, Ha/lo ObUIO CTHHUTH B TeX OonoTtax? Mmu npuOUTh BeAbMY, KOT/Ia
ObL1 manc. Mnu noittu ¢ Heit Ha BocTok? Mnu aBunyThes B bank-Xapay? WUnu nanspiie, Ha or?
A MOXeT, BEpHYThCSl Ha 3eMJIM Halux npeakos? ['oBopsT, Tyna Teneps kopadbiau xoasaT. CKobKO,
MHTEPECHO, CTOMT MecTo B Tptome? U oTkyna B3saTh AeHbIU? ToJIbKO B JIETMOHE. A JIETMOH CBOMX
He OpocaeT. Tonpko youBaer...» Ero motok Mpicieil mpepBaj TOMOT I1aroB, CTAaHOBUBLIMXCS BCE
Ommke ¢ KaxIbIM maroM. «OHE uayT 3a MHOM, — noragancs CreH. — Tak OsicTpo. J[Boe. HerT, Tpoe.
TouHO KOHBOI, ceifuac OTKPOIOT ABEPH U OBEAYT MEHs Ha Iu1axy. OTpyOsT HOTH, a 3aT€M U T'OJIOBY
nepes BceM JIETHoHOM. Jla y»k, He 3HaJl, 4YTO TaK CKOPO 32 MHOM siBsiTcsl. Bunatse, 1ernony He tep-
IIUTCS] HAUTHCSI KPOBH CBOETO JierTnoHepay. lllaru mopaBHsuIUCh ¢ ABEPHIO, B Y3KOM I11€IH O] HEN
MEJBbKHYI CBET OT (hakea U JOU MPOILIH Jaliblie, Jake He 3aMeJIMBUINCH y ero kamepsl. [llaru
HayaJM ylaJasThCs, 3aTeM 3aTuxJin. CKpHUII 3apKaBesioro 3acoBa MPOCKOOIINI IO yIllaM, 3aTeM yaap
3axJIOTIHYBIICHCS IBEPH U CHOBA MpuOMKatoecs maru. «Ha oOpaTHOM myTH, 3HAYHT, 3a0paTh
pemmny, — CteH crioTHya. — UTo %k, s rotoB!» Ho TIopeMIMKN BHOBB ITPOLUIM MUMO HETO U UX
I1ary 3aTUXJIM I1e-To Baajau. CTEHIU BBIIOXHYI: «3HAUUT, OKUBY €I1€ HEMHOTOY.

JIHA CMEHSINCH JHSIMH, M TIOAXOAWI YK€ CPOK, KOT/Ia €Tro JOJDKHBI ObUTH Ka3HUTh. Ha cenb-
MO JIEHb CO THS BBIHECEHUSI IPUTOBOPA OH BHOBb yCIIblIal maru. «Ha 3ToT pa3 TouHo 3a MHOW», —
pemmn Cred. llaru ocCTaHOBUIIUCH Y €TI0 KaMePbl, 3aCKPUIIET TSXKENbII 3aCOB, OTBOPUIIACh JBEPD,
u CteHa ocienm cBeT ¢akena.
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KoHel o3HakomuTtenbHoro doparmeHTa.

Tekct npenoctabien OO0 «JlutPecy.

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY UEIMKOM, KYIIMB IOJIHYIO JIeraabHy10 Bepcuto Ha JlutPec.

Bbe3omacHo omnarute KHUTY MO>KHO OaHKOBCKOM KapToit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cueta
MoOMIBHOTO TenedoHa, ¢ IIaTexHoro TepMunana, B caione MTC unu CsasHol, uepe3 PayPal,
WebMoney, Annexc.densru, QIWI Komenek, 60HyCHbIMM KapTaMH WU APYTrUM ynoOHbIM Bam

CIOCO0OOM.
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