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AHHoOTauus

Henctene aTon yBnekaTenbHOW KHUMM pasBopaymBaetcsa B Mwupe, koTopbii Mor Obl
OblTb Hawmm Mupom Ha 3emne unu nogobHeiM Hawewmy. [Npasgonogobue onucbiBaeMbixX
COObITMI MO3BOMSAET YMTATEMO OKYHYTbCSH B CHOXHYKO >KU3Hb 3ameyvaTtefibHblX [epoes;
WCKPEHHE comnepexuBaTtb, CTpagaTtb U pagoBaTbCA BMECTe C HUMW. [1OCTPOEHME CHOXKETHbIX
NUHUN N TanaHTNMBOE W3NOXEeHWEe, OOCTOBEPHOCTb M TOYHOCTb 00pa30B, BLIMUCAHHBLIX C
UCKpPEHHEN cumnatven u noboBblo, AenarT vTeHue nodobHbIM NPOCMOTPY YyBreKkaTerbHOM
NPUKITIOYEHYECKON KMHOMEHTLI.

[MmaBHbIN repor kHUrn CeHrtam npoxoauT MyTb OT y4YeHWMKa TaMHCTBEHHOW LUKOMbl A0
COBETHMKa umnepartopa, Ho, Npexae BCero, OH HacneaHWK ero YaMBUTENbHbIX yYUTENen.

BHYTpeHHAst ynctoTa 1 cuna gyxa NpucyLim BCEM NEPCOHaKaM KHUMM, Aaxe OAWH 3TOoT
daKT sABNAeTCA nopasuTenbHbIM B 0603peHUN COBPEMEHHOW NUTEPATYpPhbI.

OTOT yamBUTENBHbBIA MUP, B KOTOPOM HET MeCTa npeaaTernbCTBY, a CAMOOTBEPXKEHHOCTb U
BCenornoLlatoLuee caMonoxepTBoBaHNe NpMBOaAT k nobeae Mmpa Hag BOHOW, 4obpa Hag 3r1oMm.

Henctene pasBopaumBaetrca B Mupe, roe He yTepsHbl TOHKME CBSA3W, roe BnacTByeT
yernoBeYyeckun Oyx Ha hoHe co3epLaTenbHOro NoNoXeHMs OyX0oB U co3aaTtenen BeceneHHon.

CeHrranm cTaHOBUTCSA HacnegHMKOM APEBHUX OCHoBaTenen muposgaHus. Ero nomolub n
yyactme — 3anor nobeabl Hag opAaMmn BpaXeCKMX apMui, HO UMEHHO YenoBeveckue KavecTBa
Oy, yM 1 My>XeCTBO MO3BOMAIT Noaam oaepxumeatb nobeay B, kasanocb 6bl, 6€3BbIXOAHbIX
cuUTyaumsix.

3amevartenbHble NoAPOGHOCTU KapTUH TPaHAMO3HLIX CPaXEeHUA W MUPHOM  XKU3HWU,
ollylleHne TOro, YTo aBTOp BMAEN 3TO COBCTBEHHbIMWU [nasamu; TLAaTenbHO BbIMUCAHHbIE
XapakTepbl NEepCoHaXen, — BCE OEPXUT YnTaTens B HanNpsKeHUM OO NOoCreaHen CTpaHuubl,
YMTaeTcs Ha OQHOM AbIXaHUN N OCTaBMNAET eQUHCTBEHHOE COXaneHue O TOM TOMbKO, YTO KHuUra
3aKoH4YMnace.
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EBreHum JloryHoB
Taynoc. KHura nepBasa «CeBepHbIN BeTep»

Bpewms. Kto 3naeT, uto ectb Bpemsa? bezxanocTHoe u cTpeMUTeIbHOE, OHO BOKPYT HAC, OHO
psAaoM ¢ HaMu. MBI 3HaeM 0 HeM, IOMHUM O HEM. MBI 3a HUM CJIEIUM U HE 3aMe4aeM ero. A Beab
MMEHHO OT €r0 CTPEMMTEIBHOrO Oera 3aBUCUT Hallla KU3Hb. Bpems moxoxe Ha majada ¢ OCTpO
OTTOYEHHBIM TonopoM. M kaxabIil U3 Hac, €1Ba MOSBUBIIUCH HAa CBET, KJIa/IE€T rOJIOBY Ha IJIaXy B
OXKUJAHUU CBOEH yuyacTH. FIMEHHO 3TO M €CTh Hallla KU3Hb: KPaTKUil MUT OT B3Maxa TOIOpa 10
IJIYyXOro CTyKa Je3Bus o Iuiaxy. [IpeauyBcTBHE HEOTBPATUMOIO yaapa IpecieayeT Hac ¢ caMoro
POXAECHUS, U Mbl BCEMU CHJIaMU CTapaeMcsl OTTSHYTh BCTPEUy ¢ HEU30EKHbIM.

CymectByet 3a011yXJI€HUE, YTO JUIsl TOTO, YTOOBI POAJIUTH )KU3Hb, HY’)KHO CYMETh OCTaHO-
BUTh BpeMs. B mocneanue aBaanaTh CEMb BEKOB JIIOAU HE pa3 MbITAIUCh TO CAENIaTh, U MHOTHE
NPOSIBIISUTA HEBUJIAHHBIE H300pETaTeIbHOCTh U yIOpcTBO. HO BCe OHM Tak W HE MPHOIU3NINCH
K 3aBeTHOM nenu. U s 6naronapro Co3aarenst 3a TO, YTO OH HE MO3BOJIMII UM pa3raiarh 3TOT CEK-
peT. 3anymaiitech, pa3Be He IOCTOSHHOE TEUEHUE BPEMEHU [103BOJIIET BCEMY )KMUBOMY POXKJIAThCS,
KUTb U yMHUpaTh? Pa3Be He ero cTpeMUTENbHBIN Oer, M0100HBIN TOKY KPOBH B HAIIMX KUJIAX, SIBJIS-
€TCsl OCHOBOM >kM3HU Ha 3emuie? U eciam KTo-HUOYAb, OXBaUE€HHBIN JKax 101 OeCCMEpPTHsI, CMOXKET
OCTaHOBUTH BpeMsl, uTo Oynet torna?.. 3absenue. TebMa u xonoa. [1buib u kamMHu.

BosmoxHo, ecTh Apyroi crnoco0 Mo3HaHUs BEYHOCTH, HO sl HE JyMaro, 4TO HaMm CIIEAyeT
3HaTh 0 HeM. IycTs TaitHa ocTaHeTcst TaliHOM.

Hmnepamop Panean

2795 200 Yemesepmoti Onoxu
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maBa 1

,Z]a pacceemcs nbmda 6€K0O6

Ota uctopus Mpou30IUIa OYeHb JJaBHO. Toraa Bce ObUIO HE Tak, Kak cedvac, 1a U caM MUp
6bu1 1pyruM. OrpOMHBIN OKeaH MOKpPbIBAJI MOBEPXHOCTh 3€MJIH, U OJUH MaTe€PUK, OKPYKEHHBIN
JIECSITKOM OOJIBIINX U MaJIBIX OCTPOBOB, JIeXKaJI Ha €0 HOBEPXHOCTU. IIOKpBITHIN I'yCTHIMU JIECaMH,
CHSIIOILMI Ha COJHIIE CHEXHBIMU BEpIIMHAMHU TOp, C 3€JE€HBIMU PaBHUHAMHU U cepeOpHUCTO-TOy-
ObIMM JIEHTAaMH PEK, OH PACKUHYJICS BO BCE 3aMaHoe Molylapue U Obul OOMTENbIO BCETO )KUBOTO
CpeAM LIYMHBIX, TEMHBIX BOJI.

U kak nparolieHHbII KaMeHb BEHYa€eT 30J10TOM NepCTeHb, TaK U BeIM4eCcTBEeHHbIHN ropos Tay-
JOC — Yy/IeCHOE TBOPEHHE PYK YEJIOBEYECKUX — OBbLII TOPOCTHIO M OINIOTOM BCEX 3€MeNb U Hapo-
noB. BennuecTBeHHbI 1 HecokpyMMbIi, Taynoc Opl1 moctpoeH B 289 rony UerepToit Dnoxu
nepBbIM umneparopoM — HMecenom. B e Hecena Hapon yBuaen He TONBKO 3alIUTHUKA, HO U
Myzporo npasutesis. OH cymen coOpaTh BOSIUHO pa3pO3HEHHbIE PaHee KHAKECTBA U CIIOTUTh UX
BMeECTE. 3aKOHYMIIOCh CMYTHOE BPEMsI JJIs1 JIFOAEH, )KUBILUX O] CTPAIIHBIM THETOM 3aBO€BaTeIeH
C JAJIEKUX OCTPOBOB, MPEKPATUIINCH TOHEHHS U BEUHbIE CKUTAHUSI 10 3eMJIe IPOMUTAHHON OO0JIBIO
ropeur u yrtpar. Ilpuas k cornacuto, moau nomnpocunu Mecena crath ux 3actynHukoM. Hecen
oIpaBJaJl HaJleX/Ibl, © BCKOPE €ro NpOBO3IACUIN UMIEPATOPOM, NMPOSBUB TEM CaMbIM MPHU3HA-
TEJILHOCTH U foBepue. OObeIMHEHHbIE 3eMiIM 00pa3oBanu uMiepuio Taynoc. Bece onn npusHamu
BJIaCTh UMIepaTopa HeceHa 1 moay4yuiau OT HEro yBepUTeIbHbIE IPAMOThI, B KOTOPBIX UMIIEPATOp
KJSUICS. B UICKPEHHOCTH CBOMX MOOYX/IEHUH U rapaHTHpOBa 3allUTy cBoeMy Hapoay. Tak Haya-
nack snoxa Taynoca.

Nmneparop Uecen ckonuancs B 372 roay, ocTaBuB nocje ce0st IByX CHIHOBEN U UyIECHBIH
ropoJl — B Jlap TOCTOMHBIM MOTOMKAaM, YMEIOUIUM YTUTh MaMSITh MPEAKOB U CIIOCOOHBIM MOHSThH
MYZPOCTh YLIEJIINX MOKOJCHHUH.

* % %

YeTbIpHaAUATHIN JeHb Mecsila 3eJIeHbIX JUCTheB. 2851 rox YerBepToii Jnoxu.

— Kro TbI? — TONIOC, CIOBHO T'pOM, 3arpoxoTaji MOJ CKIOHAMH MEIIepbl U 3XOM BEPHYJICS
obpatHo. — S crpammBaro, ko Tel? HazoBu cBoe nmsi!

— Mens 30ByT CeHrraii.

— Yto0 Tebe Hy)HO?

— S iy rocrionuna Jlaprosa.

— Ero 31eck Het. Youpaiics!

— Ho s nomxen HaTH €ro, MHE. ..

— IMomen BoH! — ronoc, u 6e3 TOro rpo3HbINA, MpeBpaTHIICA B phIK. — Bo3Bparaiics Tyza,
OTKyza npunien!

— ITo3BonbTe MHE XOTSI OBl OOBACHUTH MPUYMHY CBOETrO BU3HTA, — mompocui CeHrrtail u
MOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK XOJIOHBIM MOT BBICTYIIMJI Y HETO MEK1y Jonarok. Ha MuHyTy B neuiepe Boua-
punachk TuimurHa. OgHako cTpax He npoxoawi, u CeHrrai kaai oTBera.

— XopoI110, TOBOPH.

— S npumien u3 xpama BeuHoro cosHIa. .. — He yCIeB 10roBOPUTh, CeHrTail BHOBb YCIIbIIIAT
ToJIocC.

—Yro ThI Aenan B Xxpame Beunoro conHia?

— 51 6B amenToM, U HAlll YYUTeIh rocoanH Exou mpocui nepenats BaM MUCHMO.

— bbui, npocun?! [louemy Thl rOBOpHUIIL O HEM B MPOLIEAILIEM BpEMEHU?
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— IloroMy uTo rocrnonuHa Exoun Oosnbliie HET, Tak ke, Kak HET OOJbIlIe U CaMOro Xpama.

Cenrraii cTOS1, OIIyCTUB rojoBy. be3bIcX0AHOCTh 3aBiajiesia ero CepaLeM, U CTajlo HEBaXHO,
YTO Ipou30iieT Aanpiie. OH NOTEpsUT CBOM MPEKHUN 10M, a HOBBIN HE OTBOPUII ITEPE]l HUM CBOU
nsepu. OH MOTepsisl CBOET0 HaCTaBHUKA, U IPYTOro y HEro He 0b110. OCTanoch TOIBKO BBIOJIHUTh
IIOCJIETHIOO BOJIFO TIOKOMHOTO YUUTENS.

Cenrraii CTOSUT Ha Kpar0 TEMHOTO TyHHEJIsSl, TI0 KOTOPOMY OKOJIO Yaca OH CITyCKaJICs BITyOb
ropsl. [lepen HUM OTKpbIBasach OOJbIIAs MpadHas Memepa, Kyia THICSYH JIET He TIPOHUKAJ THEB-
HOHU cBeT. [1e-To B miryOmHe memiepsbl TyCKJIO ropenu (akenbl, gaBasi ciaOblii HEPOBHBIM CBET.
CrpaHHBIE TEHH, BO3HUKAIOIIME HA CTEHAX, MEHSUIM CBOM OYEpTaHUs. YBUACHHOE OyTOpakuiio
BooOpakeHue CeHrras, BbI3bIBasi TPEBOTY U HEYBEpEHHOCTb. OCTOPOXKHO CEaB IIar U3 TEMHOTBI
KaMEHHOT'0 KOpUI0pa, OH OYYTUJICS Ha Kparo HEOOJIBIIOI0 YCTYyMa, C KOTOPOTO MOYKHO OBLIO YBU-
JeTh OOJIBIIYIO YaCTh 3TOTO HEPYKOTBOPHOTO JIBOPIIA C AMHCTBEHHBIM 3aJIOM.

— Cmyckaiicst, — ycibliiala OH, HaKOHEL, T0JI0C HEBUUMOTO cOOeCeTHHIKA.

Cnpasa ot ycryna Cenrraii 0OHapy>KWJI JECTHUILY, BEIYIIYI0 BHU3. MTHOBEHHE OH KOJIe-
Oancs, HO 3aTreM, OTOPOCHB COMHEHUS, IIArHyJ Ha CTYIEHH, BEAyIIWE K TaifHe, 0 KOTOPOil OH
CTOJIBKO pa3 CIbIIIAN U KOTOPYIO TaK JI0JIFO UCKAJ.

Nmmneparop Taiipat npocHyscs 3a ABa yaca 10 paccBera. OH JI0JITo Jeall B TOCTENH, TSI
Ha BBICOKMI ITOTOJIOK, YKPAILIEHHBIN N3bICKAHHON POCIUCHIO, KOTOPast PACCKa3blBajla O IPABICHUN
BCEX MMIIEPATOPOB, KUBLIMX B 3TOM JBOpLIE, HAUMHAs C MepBoro nMmmneparopa Hecena u 3akan-
yuBas umrneparopom Panranom, otiiom Taiipata. Bece onn Oblan n300paxensl no-pasHomy. Tak,
Hanpumep, Mlecen ObLT o1eT B OoraThie KpacHbIE 0K, PACIIUTHIC 30JI0TOM U JPAaroleHHBIMA
KaMHsIMU. OH yIpaBiisil IPEKPACHOM KOJECHULIEH, 3apsKEHHON MATHIO JOLIAASIMH, YTO CUMBO-
JU3UPOBAJIO €ro BKJIAJ B MpolBeTaHue umnepuu. [14Te yomaneil omuueTBopsiin NATh pa3HbIX
3eMeIb ¥ HapoJI0B, 00BETMHEHHBIX JIs 0011ero nena. KonecHuia o3Havyasa TsSHKemylo HOIITY, KOTO-
PYIO TOJDKHBI OBLTH HECTH OOBETUHHUBILUECS HAPO/BI, @ €€ POCKOIIb — HIEPOE BOSHATPAKICHHUE
3a Heserkuil Tpya. KpacHoe onessHue uMineparopa rnoapasyMeBago MyApOCTb, My>KECTBO U CIIABY.
KpacHplii BeT npuHajiexan Tojabko eMy. Bece ocranbHble ObIIIN OAETHI B CHHEE ¢ KPACHOW OKaH-
ToBKOM. CHHMI LIBET — LIBET BOMHA, 3aIlIMTHUKA CBOEH 3€MIJIH.

Nmneparop Panran nzo0paxaiicsi BCAAHUKOM, CHISAIIIMM Ha O€JIOM KOHE, CHMBOJIE Xpabpo-
CTH, U JIepKalllUM B pyKe Med. bosbIiie ueM koMy-11u00 U3 MpeaecTBEHHUKOB, EMY PUXOUIIOCH
3alMIIaTh UMIIEPHIO. 3a Tofbl MpaBJIEHUsI OH BOEBaJl B OOIIEH CIOKHOCTH MATHAAUATh JieT. U
MMEHHO II03TOMY OCTAJICA B ITAMSTH IOTOMKOB KaK UMIIEPaTOP-IOJIKOBOAELI.

I'mspst na u3obOpaxenue otma, Taiipar Tsokeno B3aoxHyA. COH, MPUCHUBIIMICS €My 3TOM
HOYBIO, 3aCTaBWJI, €T0 COMPOTHYThCSA. DTO OBUT TIOXOW COH. Taiipar 4yBcTBOBaN Oemy, U 3TO HE
naBaiio emy nokos. Het, oH He Oosicsi HM OOJBIINX, HU MaJIbIX Oefl. 3a CBOM JIEBIHOCTO BOCEMb
JIeT OH MHOTOE ITOBUIAJ U CAETIAII TOXKe Hemaso. EMy Tak e MpuXoAuIoch BECTH BOKCKa B 00ii BO
YMS TIPOLBETAHUS UMIIEPUH, U B 3TUX OOSIX OH MOTEPST MHOTHX JIpy3€l U ponHoro Opara Taiitapa.

BcromuuB o Opare, nmmneparop cHOBa TsDKeno B31oxHYI. CoH yke 1aBHO mponal, u Taiipar
peurt noaHAThes ¢ moctenu. OH erle pa3 B3MIAHYI Ha M300pakeHne OTIa. 3aTeM B3IJISI]] €T0 CMe-
CTHJICA TYJ1a, I7ie Ha MOTOJKE He Obu10 pocnucH. Tam Obu1o mycTo. M TaM, ocTaBanoch elie MHOTO
mecta. «Korma-HuOyap u s 3aiiMy MECTO PSZIOM C TOOOM, OTeI, — moaymain Talpar u MOHsUI, YTO
npou3sHec 310 BeiiyX. OH omisencs. bpiio THxo u erie 10BoabHO TeMHO. CnanbHsl, Orpy>KeHHasi B
IPEIPACCBETHBIE CYMEPKH, Ka3a1ach MyCTON U YHBUIOH. «3/1€Ch TOJIBKO S ¥ INKK MOUX MPEAKOBY, —
cHoBa nogyman Taiipar u yneiOHysncs. [loBepHyBIINCH Ha OOK, OH MEIUIEHHO CEJ U CITyCTHJI HOTH
C KpOBarH.



E. JloryHoB. «Taynoc. KHura nepsasi. CeBepHbIi BETEP»

Bricokas n MaccuBHas, CeaHHAs U3 PEIKOTO 3€JIEHOTO IePEBA U MTOKPBITAs IPO3PauyHbIM
JIAKOM M 30JIOTBIMHM MHKPYCTALMAMH, OHA CTOsJIA ITOCpeny cnanbHu. KoBpoBas 10pOXKKa, 3aTKaH-
Hasl peIKUMHU LIBETaMHU, BeJla OT KpoBaTu K O0sblIoMY OKHY. Ha BBICOKMX CT€Hax crajbHU BUCENN
BOMHCKHUE JIOCIEXH, OTHOJIMPOBAHHBIE 10 OnecKa IUThI ¢ repOdaMu, OKalMJIEHHBIMU 30JI0TOM, a
TaK)ke MHOTO pa3Horo opyxkus. Bce sto Taifpar Xpanun B mamsiTh O BEJIMKUX OUTBAX U JIaBHO
MUHYBILIUX JHSIX, KOIAa OH ObLT MOJIOJ], CWJIEH U MOJIOH TPaHAMO3HBIX M1aHOB. OHAKO, K BEJIU-
KOMY COXKaJICHHUIO, BPEMS T€UET HEYMOJIMMO U JKU3Hb MPOJIETAET TaK CTPEMUTEIIBHO, YTO MOPOH
Ka)kKeTcsi, OyATO 3TO OBUT BCETO JIMIIb MHT, SIPKH U KOPOTKHA, TTOMOOHBINA BCIIBIIIKE TaIal0Ien
3BE3/Ibl HA TEMHOM HOYHOM HeOe.

Ha nanbrei creHe cnansHu umneparopa Taiipata Bucenu kapTuHbl. VX ObUI0 04€Hh MHOTO,
¥, B OCHOBHOM, 3TO ObLTH meli3axu. JlonrumMu BeuepaMu, KOTria OH CHIIBHO YCTaBall MM €My CTa-
HOBHWJIOCH OJJMHOKO, Talipar caauics B MATKO€ HU3KOE KPECJIO U J0JIr0 CMOTpeN Ha KapTuHbl. OH
MOT CUJIETh TaK 4acaMH, IVIsIIsl HA MHOTOYMCIICHHBIE NTEH3aKHU, YHOCACHh MBICIICHHO B TE€ JAJIEKUE
npekpacHble MecTa. Tam He ObLT0 3a00T U TPEBOT, TaM OH MOT 3a0BITh O CBOEH YCTaIOCTH B 00pe-
CTH AyLIEBHBIN MOKOW. BepIMHbBI rOp B CHEXHBIX IaNKax, OecKpaiiHble paBHUHBI, TIOKPBITHIE COU-
HOM 3eJIeHOM TpaBoil. A BOT H300paKEHHBIN YMEJION PyKOW BETMKOIO XyAOKHUKA BUILIHEBBIHN cajl
1I0CJIEe AOXKAS, TAC Ha KaKJIOM JIMCTOYKE, Ha KaKJOU SAr0O/e, CIEJION U KPAaCHOW, BUAHBI KalleIbKU
BoJbl. Hy, pa3Be 310 He uynecHo?

Taiipar ¢ Tpyzom BCTai ¢ KpoBaTd. Ero HOru OUryTHIIM MSITKHI TEIUIBIM KOBEP, JIEkKAIIUN
Ha moxry. HekoTopoe BpeMst OH CTOSII, MPUCITYIINBAACh K ce0e M YyBCTBYS, KaK TEIJIO KOBpa MO/-
HUMAaeTCs 110 HOTaM M IPOHUKAET B CaMble OTJAJICHHBIE YIOJKH €ro Tena. B3mman ynoBun ensa
3aMeTHbIe OJMKHM Ha TEMHOM CTekJie OKHa. « CKOpo paccBeT», — moaymMan Talipar u HampaBuiCs K
okHy. Ha BocToke HE0O OKpacCHIIOCh PO3OBBIM, M ThMa MOCTENEHHO PacCEenBaIach, yCTyast MECTO
HOBOMY JHIO.

Tak, cTos y OKHa CBOEW CHaJIbHU, UMIIEpaTop Talpar BCTPETHII PACCBET MIATHAILATOTO JTHS
MecsI1a 3€JIEHBIX JIMCTHEB.

ConHlle yKe MONTHOCTBIO [T0Ka3aJ0Ch HaJl TOPU30HTOM, HE OCTaBUB U ClieAa OT Mpolueaeit
HouM. Ero jmyum sipko ocBelaiy CTEHbI BOPLA, IPOHUKAs B OKHA 3aJI0B, CKOJIb3s MO YJIHUIAM U
KpBILIaM JIOMOB.

JIBoperr ObUT MOCTPOEH Ha BEPIIMHE XOJIMa, [IOATOMY M3 OKOH OBUT BHJICH MTOYTH BECh TOPO/I,
PacoI0KEHHBIHN y €ro MOJHOXKUS U Ha cKiIoHaX. OT ABOPLOBBIX BOPOT U JI0 MOAHOXKHUS X0JIMa, TAe
pacnosarajiach IaBHasi FOpojcKas IUI01Ia /b, BeJla IIMPOoKas KaMeHHas JIECTHUIIA, TI0 KpasiM KOTO-
POii BO3BBILLIAIKNCH TPAHUTHBIE CKYJIBITYpPBI )KUBOTHBIX C YalllaMM Ha rojioBax. B 3Tux yamax no
BeuepaM MOMOILHUKU JBOpLIoBOro cMorputens Jlo-Ilo pa3Boaunu orons, 4Todbl CTpaxka y BOPOT
MOTJIa BUJETh, KTO MPUOMKaeTCs K ABopIty. CTyreHew ObljI0 BOCEMbCOT BOCEMB/IECST JIBE, U ITyTE-
IIECTBUE BEPX U BHU3 OBLIO JJOBOJILHO-TAKH TPYAHBIM AeJIoM. Yamr 1j1st orHsS ObUIO BBOE MEHBIIIE,
OJTHAKO Pa3xKeub YETHIPE C TIOJIOBUHON COTHU OTHEH OBLIO IOCTATOYHO HEMPOCTO.

[To 06e cTopoHBI OT ECTHUIIBI HA CKJIOHAX XOJMa pacrojarajuch A0Ma BbICUIMX YMHOBHU-
KOB. TaM WM MUHUCTPBI U T€HEpaJIbl UMIIEPATOPCKOM apMHHU, a TAK)KE€ CEMbHU CIY’KaIlMX MpU
JBOpe. 3a TOPOICKON TUIOIIAIBIO PSIaMH BEICTPOMIIMCH JoMa OOBIKHOBEHHBIX skuTeneit Taymoca.
Bce ynuubl ropona Obuid aOCOIIOTHO MPSMBIMH U MEPECEKATHUCh APYT € IPYroM IOJ MPSIMbIM
yIiioM. BbICOKHE Topo/icKHe CTEHBI OKpYXKaJld TOPOJl CO BCEX CTOPOH, 00pa3ys kBajapat. Ha 3anane
OHM TOAXOAMJIM TOYTH BIUIOTHYIO K CTE€HaM JBOpLA MU ObUIM OTAEIEHBI APYr OT JIpyra TOJIbKO
psaamMu BOMHCKHX Ka3apM. [opozickuie BopoTa ObLIIM PacIioyIOKEHbl HA BOCTOKE M OXPAHSUIIMCh HE
MEHEee TLIATEIbHO, YEM CaM JBOpPEL] UMIIEpaTopa.
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OO01as ynciaeHHoCTh xuteneil Taynoca cocTaBisia OKOJIO NATUAECITH ThICAY YENOBEK, U
€I11€ CTOJIBKO K€ MKWJINU B MEJIKUX MTOCEIEHUAX BOJIU3U TOPOJICKUX CTEH.

Kaxaplii 1eHb ¢ BOCX0A0M COJIHIIAa BOpoTa Taynoca OTKpBIBAIUCh, U THICSUH JIIOAEH YCTPEM-
JSUTUCH B TOPOJ. V3 mpUropOAHBIX MOCENKOB CHOJIA 1IN TOPrOBLBI 36PHOM, MSICOM U OBOIIAMH.
[Ipuezxanu TOProBIbl U U3 APYTUX 3EMEITb.

Tax Ob110 Bceraa, Tak OyJIET U CETOIHA.

JIBepsb B cnanbHio Taiipara OTKphLIach, U Ha MMOPOre MOSBUIICA MYXUYMHA JIET MATHIECATU
OTPOMHOTO POCTA U OOTaThIPCKOTO TEIOCIOXKEHHS. YBUIEB CTOSIIETO y OKHAa HUMIIEPATOPa, OH CKJIO-
HWJI TOJIOBY U NOMBITAJICA YIUTH HE3aMEUEHHBIM.

— Oro T8I, JIyka? — cnpocui, Taiipar He 0TBOAS IV1a3 OT OKHA. — Bxoau, s y>ke He CILIIO.

Jlyka kak OyaToO TOJBKO 3TOTO M 1an. OH TyT ke OpOCHIICS K HUMIIEpaToOpy CO CBOEH exe-
THEBHOH (ppa3oii: «Bsl onsaTe paHo BcTanu ceroans! Hy uTo ske Bam He criuTcs, BEIb emle. .. ».

— ...HE OTKPBUIU TOPOJACKUE BOpOTa, — nepedu ero Taiipar, — s 3Ha10, JIyka, 3Hat0.

Ho Jlyxka 6611 yxe psaaoM. OH nmoxxsatiit TaiipaTa HOAMBIIIKA CBOUMH OTPOMHBIMH PyKaMH
Y TIOHEC K KPOBATH.

— Moii rocniofiH, BaM HeNb3s TaK paHO BCTaBaTh. Bbl O4€Hb MaJlo OT/IBIXaeTe U MHOTO pado-
taete. BoT u Buepa jerniu ganeko 3a nojiHo4yb, — npojaoskan Jlyka B3BOJTHOBAaHHO.

Ero romoc 661 10BOIEHO HEOOBIYHBIM: HU3KUM, MATKUM, Kak 0apxar. Kornga Jlyka roBopui, a
OH JIFOOWJI TOTOBOPUTb, UMIIEPATOP CIIYILIAJ €r0 U HEBOJIIBHO TyMaJjl O TOM, YTO, HABEPHOE, HU OJIUH
3BYK HE JICHICTBOBaJI Ha HETO TaK YCIIOKauBarollle, Kak 3ToT rojoc. Bonnosanics nu Jlyka, pagosasncs
WIIH 3JTAJICS, €TO TOJIOC 3ByUall CIIOKOWHO U MATKO. Ho He TonbKo roioc Obu1 10cTOMHCTBOM JIyKH.
Ero xapakrep Taxke Obl1 ocoOeHHbIM. Jlyka ObLT JIMUHBIM ciayroi TaiipaTa BOT yke IBaAlaTh
JIET, U HU Pa3y 3a 3TO BpeMs UMIIEpaTop HE 3aMeTuI, yToObl Jlyka mposiBUiI 37100y W1 arpeccuto.
O06nanast BBICOKUM POCTOM U CTaJIbHBIMU MBIIIIAMU, OH UMEJN IPEUMYILECTBO MEPE OCTAIbHBIMU,
HO, HU pa3y Jla)ke He MOMbITaJICs IPOJEMOHCTPUPOBATH €T0.

Jlyka OBl YyJOBHUIIHO CHJICH, M OJTHAXbl UMIIEPATOP CaM CMOT B 3ToM yOeautcs. B 2835
TOAdYy, B CEpeiuHe Mecsia Oeoi 3eMiid, ToTAa elie Moiooi u 6oapeiil Taiipar co cBoel CBUTOM
OTHpPaBUJICS HAa OXOTY B Jieca K yCTbIO peku Jib. OX0Ta Ha MeBe/Is B 3TO BpeMs roja Obljia HHTE-
pecHa u mpakTHuecku O6e3onacHa. Jlyka yroBapuai ummeparopa B3sTh €ro ¢ CO00i, HO TOT OTKa-
3pIBaJICs. «3adeM Tebe exaTh co MHOW?» — cnpammmBan Taiipar, Ho Jlyka nmpomoimkall HacTauBaTh,
Y UMIIEpATOpP COINIACUIICS.

Mengexbio Oeprory codaku HallIu JOBOJIBHO ObICTPO. OXOTHUKHU OKPYXHWIN €€ U OAHSIIN
xorbs. Taiipar u Jlyka crosnu B cropoHe. OXOTHUKHU YK€ 3aMaXHYJIHCh, KaK BAPYT coOaKku, Ipu-
BSI3aHHBIE K JIEPEBY, TPOMKO 3aJIasijIu.

Mengens B 6eprore He O6b110. OH MOSBUICA U3-32 ACPEBBEB MPSIMO 3a CIIMHOW UMIIepaTopa.
Crapplil TOJIONHBIN 3BEPb, HE BBIICPKABIINI 3UMHEH CISIYKK M HEOXKUJAHHO HAIIECIIIUN CTOJb
KEJIaHHYIO0 €1y, HE pa3ayMbIBas, Opocuiics Brepen. Jlomanp pBaHyna ¢ Mecta, u Tailpar ¢ Kpu-
KOM ynaJ Ha cHer. [TaHuka oxBaTuiia IpUCyTCTBYIOIUX. XPaHUTENb UMIIEpAaTOPCKOro Medya Mo
OpocHIiCs OTBS3BIBATH CO0AK, a B 3TO BpeMs MeZBeIb ObLT YK€ B ABAJIIaTH marax ot Taipara.

Jlyka Hanan Ha MeBeIst COOKY, HEOKUAaHHO /Ui BceX. OH CTPEMUTENBHO OpOCHIICS Ha HETO,
00XBaTUB pyKaMH €ro TOJCTYIO0 KOCMaTylo 11er0. Measeab He 0KuUJan 3TOro U, COUTHIN C TONKY,
3aKpY>KUJICS] HA MECTE, TPO3HO pbIua U MBITAsICh COPOCUTH HEOKUAAHHO MOsIBUBLIETOCs Bpara. Ero
Jarbl ¢ OTPOMHBIMH OCTPBIMH KOTI'TSIMM HECKOJIBKO pa3 fJoctanu Jlyky. CHer BOKpyT cTall KpacHbIM,
HO, HECMOTps Ha TspKenble panbl, Jlyka He oTmyckain 3Beps. HeoxunanHo mMenBenb 3axpunen u
MEIJIEHHO NOBAJIWIICS Ha OOK, MpUaBUB CBOUM TEJIOM CIyry umneparopa. Korna oxoTHUKH ocTO-
POXKHO MPHOIM3HUIIMCH K MECTy cXBaTkH, JIyka yxxe Obu1 0e3 co3Hanus. Ero onmexna Obiia paso-
pBaHa, Ha CIIMHE U Ha OOKY U3 paH TeKJia KpoBb. MiMmnepaTopa nmoaHAIM Ha HOTH, U OH HOCIELINII
K cBoeMy ciyre. JIyKy BbITallMIM U3-IIOJ MeABEs, U Talpar npukasail cBoemy Jjekapro Bacare
OCMOTPETH €TO.
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— Panbl 10BOBHO TTy0OKHeE, HO 5 IyMaro, 4YTO OH IONPaBUTCS, — CKa3as Bacara, 3aBepuivs
OCMOTD.

OXOTHUKH OOCTYIUIIN yOUTOTO 3BEPSI.

— Ha HeMm Het kpoBH, — cka3zan Moy, onisAeB JexXalero Ha cHery Mezasens. — [ocnonux
Bacara, MoxxeT, BbI 0CMOTpUTE 3a0HO U €ro? Mol TOJIKHYJI Me/IBE/Isl HOTOH.

— 3aueM 3T0? — UCIIYTaHHO CIIPOCHUJI JIEKaph.

— A Brpyr oH xuBoii? — Mouu nepesen B3 Ha Bacary. — Bapyr on 6e3 co3Hanus?

Bce kak no xoMaHze cesany mar Ha3al ¥ HEpPBHO 3alIeNTaIuCh.

— Bacara! — no3Bai iekapst UMIeparop.

— Wy, Mot rocrioivH! — 0TO3BaJICSl TOT U OPOCHUIICS K UMIIEPATOPYy.

— Ocmotpu MenBens, — npukazan Taipar. DT coBa 3acTaBHIIM OEKABIIETO CO BCEX HOT
JeKapsi OCTAHOBUTBCS TaK PE3KO, UTO OH HE yAepKaycs U, B3MaXHYB PyKaMU U aXHYB, yaJl B CHET.
Mot rpoMko paccMmesiics. Talipat nonbITancs CKpbITh YIIBIOKY, HO 3TO Y HETO IJIOXO MOJTYyYUI0Ch.
Korna Bacara nogusicst Ha HOTH, OTPSXUBAsCh OT HAJMIILIErO CHEra U Bc€ nmoBTopsis: «ny-uny,
MO rOCIIOINH», CMESIUCH YK€ BCE.

OcropoxHO, 00KOM, C BBITSIHYTOM BIiepe pykoi, Bacara npubnusuics k 3sepro. OH mogHec
JaJI0Hb K €ro HOCY, M Yepe3 HEKOTOPOE BpEMS BCE YBUAEIH, KaK JIEKaph CEJl Ha CHET U 00JIerYeHHO
B310XHYJI: «MepTB, OH MepTB, Bame BenndecTBo».

— Otuero xe oH ymep? — cripocun Taiipar.

Bacara cuoBa nogssuics Ha Horu. CKIIOHMBIINCH K MEBE/II0, OH Hauaj MOCTYKUBATh €ro 1o
O0KaM, a 3aTeM OlllynaJ HIe )KUBOTHOTO.

— Bor nmpuunHa, — npousHec Bacara u pacnpsmuics, — y Hero ciiomasa mies. Bam ciyra
cloMall eMy LIEKO.

Mouu BeITapanl riasa. Mimneparopckas CBUTa, Kak BOJIHA, HAKaTHIJIaCh Ha YOUTOTO 3Beps,
C MHTEPECOM pa3mIsAAbIBas U OUIyIbIBas ero. Taupar moxouieln K Jlyke, jexameMy Ha TOJICTOM
CYKOHHOM ozesuie. Ero mia3a ObuIn 3aKpbITHI.

— To1 cnac mensi. Criacu0o, — Tuxo ckazain Taiipar.

Heoxunanno Jlyka oTKpbLI 11asa.

— Bam He3auem Onaromaputh MeHs. Sl mommkeH 3a00THThCs 0 Bac, — THXO OTBEeTHII OH.

Taiipar ynbpIOHYCS U, IPUCEB, B3sU1 pyKy JIyKH B CBOU PyKHU B 3HAaK YBaXKEHUS U JOBEPUSL.

[Tocne sToii uctopun Jlyka cran nonb3oBarbcsi 0COOBIM pacnonokeHueM umneparopa. OHu
yacTto OecefoBajy, CUAsl y OrHs B cnaynbHe Taiipara, U Ha NMPOTYJIKY 10 JIBOPLIOBOMY cany Taii-
par yacto Opai Jlyky c¢ coboit. Co BpeMeHeM HX MPUBA3aHHOCTH JIPYT K APYTY CTAaHOBHJIACH BCE
CWJIbHEE, a JOBEpHUE UMIIEpaTopa K cBoeMy ciyre Be€ nryoxe. Tonbko JIyka Mor BOWTH B cliaibHIO
Taiipara 6e3 cTyka, ¥ TOJIBKO OH OIMH OB CITIOCOOEH CMEHUTHh UMIIEPATOPCKUN THEB HA MIJIOCTb,
€CJM KTO-HUOY/lb M3 JBOPLIOBBIX CIIYT COBEpIIAN MPOCTYIKH, 32 KOTOPBIE UX OXKHUJAI0 CYypOBOE
HakazaHue. [Ipu nBope Jlyka Taxke 1osib30Bajicsl yBaXXKEHHEM, U Aake XpaHUTEeNb Meda Mo
3I0pOBaJICs C HUM Kaxoe yTpo. JIyka HpaBuiics BceM. HecMoTps Ha CBOIO BHYIIMTEIbHYO BHEII-
HOCTb, OH ObUI OueHb paHuM. M3-3a moboro 3ameuanust JIyka Bcerna CuiibHO NEPEKUBAI, U Jaxe
camas 0e300mIHas IIyTKa paccTpauBaiia ero. Toraa OH yXOauiI B CBOIO KOMHATY B JAJIbHEH YacTu
JIBOPIIA M TTOOJITY CUAET TaMm, OOXBAaTUB TOJIOBY W TSDKENO B3zbIxas. TakoB ObuT Jlyka, JIMIHBIN
cJIyra UMIeparopa.

Jlyka nocanun Taiipara Ha IOCTEINb.

— Cnacu6o0, Jlyka, — mobmarogapui TOT.

— IIpukakeTe BHOCUTH yTPEHHEE IJIaThe? — CIPOCHII CIIyTra.

— [a, noxanyi.

— Cnymatoce, Bame BennuectBo, — Jlyka nOoKJIOHWICS U HAPaBUJICS K BBIXOY.

— Ja, u BOT eme. ..

— Cnymiaro, Bac, — otknukayscs Jlyka yxe Bo3je ABEpH.
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— [Nonpocu Heoxaca 3aiiTu ko MHE MOCTe 3aBTpaka. ITO OY€Hb BaXKHO, — A00aBmi Taiipar.

Jlyxa kuBHY: U BbIIIen. Bckope oH BepHYJICs, Hecs 0enoe oJestHie U3 YHCTOTO MIeKa, yKpa-
IIEHHOE Y30paMH B BUJI€ NITUI] U LIBETOB.

[Tocne Toro kak uMnEpaTop OAEICS U YMbUICS, OHU OTIPABUIINCH B 3aJ1 JUIs €5KETHEBHBIX 00€-
noB. Jlyka Ben uMmieparopa 1o JUIMHHbIM KOpUAOpaM ABOpLa, Aepka ero noj pyky. x maru Obuin
IOYTH HECIBILIHBI, TAK KaK IOJIbI KOPUIOpa YCTHIIAIH TOJCTbIE IEPCTAHbIE KOBPbl. CUUTANOCh,
YTO HUYTO, Ja’K€ 3BYK I11aroB, HE IOJIKHO TPEBOXKUTH €0 BEIMUYECTBO BO BPEMS €J1bl U OT/bIXA.

JIBa cTpakHMKa, CTOSIBLIME y BXOJia B OOEACHHBIN 3aJl, YBUIEB MPUOIMKAIOLUIETOCS UMIIE-
paropa, NOKJIOHWINCh U OTKpbLUIK aBepH. [locie Toro kak Taiipar u JIyka Bonum BHyTpb, ABEPU
3aKpBUIMCH HAITYX0, U y’K€ HUKTO HE MOT' BOWTH Ty/a, I0Ka UMIIEpaToOp €. DTO ObLI 3aKOH.

[Tocpenn 3ama cTOsT CTON W JIBa CTYJAa C BHICOKMUMU CHUHKaMU. CTEHBI HEXHO-TOIYy0O0TO0
LBETa IUIABHO IMEPEXOAUIN B MOTOJIOK, PAa3pUCOBAHHBIN 3aMbICIOBATHIMU y30paMH. B momHOM
TuinHe Jlyka momor umMnepaTopy cecTb 3a HaKpbIThIA CTOJN U, MOJYa, YAAJIWJICS B JAJIbHUNA yroi
3ama. Anmeruta y Taifpata He ObUTO, OH BOOOIIE B TIOCJIEIHEE BPEMS €J1 JOBOJIBHO Majo. BoT u
CETOHSI OH JIMIIb HAJKYCHII JIOMOTh MSITKOTO 0€J10T0 XJieha U Chell IBa KyPHHBIX Siila. 3anuB Bce
3TO KpacHBIM BUHOM, OH BBITEp T'yObI M BCTal U3-3a croia. Jlyka nocnemun k asepu. OH 1Ba pasa
CTYKHYJI 110 CTBOPKE MaJIEHbKUM MEIHBIM MOJOTOYKOM, BUCEBIIUM PsIOM Ha KOKaHOM ILIHYPKE.
JT0 03HaYaso, YTO UMIIEPATOP 3aKOHYMII TPAe3y U JBEPU MOXKHO OTKPBITh. 3ateM Jlyka BepHyIics
K CTOJY, B3sJ1 OJMH CTYJ U IOCTaBUJI €TI0 PAJIOM C OKHOM.

— Ceronns moctaBb 00a, — THX0 ckaszan Taiipar. — Tel npenynpenun Heoxaca?

— Koneuno, Bame BennuectBo. [lymaro, OH %KIET 3a IBEPBIO.

— Xopomo. U eme: nepenait MOeMy ChIHY, UTO S XO4Y BUIETh €r0 CETOIHS Ha COBETE BBICIIUX
yiuHOB. OH J0JKEH NPUNTH.

— Caymarock, — ckazain Jlyka ¥ MOKJIOHUIICS.

— Crynaii, Jlyka, nanplie s caMm CripaBiioCh, — Talipar BBITAHYJ PyKY, OTITyCKasi CIIYyTY.

— Cmacu6o0, Bame BenmmaectBo, — JIyka CHOBA IOKJIOHHIICS, — 30BHTE MEHS, €CITU YTO-HUOY b
OyneT HY>KHO, sl BCET/Ia PSJIOM.

— S 3nato Jlyka, — TaiipaT ynbiOHyCs, — CTyMai.

Jlyka Tuxo ynanwuics. Taipar cen Ha CTyJI M IO AEN B OKHO. JKU3HB yKe KUIesa 3a CTEeHaMHU
nBopua. IIpuaBopHbIe UCIIONHSAIN CBOU 00S3aHHOCTH, CIIYTH MPUJIBOPHBIX CYETUIIUCH, BHITOIHSS
uX nopydeHus. Bce »kuino u IBUranoch He TOJBKO BO JBOPLE, HO U HA TOPOJACKOM IUIOMIAIU U
yauIax, 3a CTeHaMU ropoja, Aa U, HoXkalyil, BO BCEM MUPE.

— Ilycte Oymer Beuen Taynmoc u ero ummeparop! — pazmancs ronoc. Talpar oTopBa B3DISI
OT OKHa.

— Heoxac, Mo# cTapslii Ipyr U COBETUHK, — Talpar BCTall CO CTyJa U, pa3Bels pyKHd B IIPHU-
BETCTBEHHOM KECTE, IBUHYJICSI HABCTPEUY MaJIEHbKOMY JIBICOMY CTapUUKY, CTOSIILIEMY B JBEPSIX, —
sl paJl CHOBa BUACTH TeOs1, — nuio TaiipaTa paciibuioch B IPY>KECKOH YIbIOKe.

— 1 Buxy, Bame BenudecTBo, BBl COBCEM HE CTapeeTe W KU3Hb Balla IOJHA PajoCTH, —
ObIcTpo 3aroBopui Heoxac, ckiioHUB rosioBy. Taiipar mojoien 1, B3sB TOCTS 3a IUICUH, yAepKal
€ro OT MOKJIOHA.

— Th1, KaK Bcera, MpeyBeInYnBacIilb, — OTBETUI Taiipat, — HO sl Xouy TeOe BEpHUTh.

— He naymo MHe BepuTh, BBI TOJDKHBI BEPUTH cebe, — ckazan Heoxac u ynbIOHyICs.

— AX Tbl, cTapblii JbICHIN N€Hb, — TalipaT noneITaics HAXMYPHUTbh OPOBH U CAEPKATh OTBET-
HYIO YJIBIOKY, — Thl CHOBa MOPOUHIIIb MHE T'OJIOBY?

— Koneuno sxe, Bame BennuectBo. MHE 00MIHO, 4TO BO BCEM JIBOPIIE TOJHKO MOSI TOJI0OBA
COBEPIIEHHO JIbICasl.

Taiipar pacxoxorancs. On mobun mytku Heoxaca, u eMy Bcerjga ObUIO MPUATHO C HUM
oOmarbes. PazroBapusast ¢ Heoxacom, Talipar uyBcTBOBaJ c€0s HE CTapbhIM M YCTaBIIMM UMIIEPaA-
TOPOM, @ MaJIBYMILKOM, KOTOPOMY €II€ TaK MHOTO NPEACTOUT y3Hathb. [1o mpasae rosops, 3To U B
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caMoM Jiesie ObLI0 TIOYTH Tak, Beab Heoxac Obut crapmie Taiipara Ha Tpuanars jet. B atom rogy
OH OTMeEYaJjl CBOM CTO JABaJALAaTh BOCBMOU JAeHb poxkaeHus. OQHAKO, HECMOTPSl HA CTOJIb IIOYTEH-
HbII Bo3pacT, Heoxac BeImIsiien coBceM Herioxo. HeBbIcOKoro pocta, Xy/10111aBblii, C COBEPLIEHHO
JIBICOM TOJIOBOM, OH OTJIMYAJICS MOABUKHOCTBIO M CTPAHHOM MaHEPOU MOBENECHUs. 1O OH BECEIbIH,
IIYTUT Ha KQXIOM IIary ¥ XUXUKAET, TO BAPYT CTAHOBUTCS CEPbE3HBIM U HEMHOTOCIIOBHBIM, XOJIUT
10 IBOPLLY, HUKOTO HE 3aMeyasi, WJIM BOBCE MCUE3aeT Ha HECKOJIBKO JTHEH.

Cpenu npuABOPHBIX CTAJINA XOAUTH CIIYXH, UTO, CKOPEE BCETO, JIE/I COBCEM MOTEPSII PACCYIOK.
YeM xe erie MOKHO OOBSICHUTH 3TO HETIOCTOSHCTBO, J1a M HEMYJPEHO Ha TaKOH CIry>k0e, Belb OH
MMIIEPATOPCKUN MTPEACKA3aATENb.

— ToI cHOBa MeHs paccmeni, — ckazan Taipar, — canuch psigoM. Mue Hajo ¢ ToOO 0 MHO-
TOM MTOTOBOPUTH, — 100aBu TaipaT u ykas3ai Ha CTyJI.

Heoxac momnua cesn 1 BHUMATEIbHO TOCMOTPEI HAa UMIIEpaTopa.

— Tr1 xouenb ckazaTb YTO-TO? — CIIPOCUJI TOT.

— Jla, To ecTh..., — Heoxac konebaics.

— 51 ciymiato Tebs1, apyr mMol, — Talipar 3aMeTHi HepemuTeNbHOCTh B a3ax Heoxaca u
MOJIOXKMWJI PYKY €My Ha IJIe40, — HE BOJIHYHCS, Thl MOXKEIIb TOBOPUTH HE OMAcasiCh.

— Her, Mmoii moBenutens, s onacatock. Jleno B Tom, uro... — Heoxac caenan nay3sy, NbITasich
nogo0park CJIOBa, — JIEJI0 B TOM, YTO HAM HE O YEM TOBOPHUTD.

Taiipar yauBiIeHHO MOHAT OPOBH.

— 51 omacarock, 4TO BBI HE ITOMMETE MeHs, — 1o0aBui Heoxac.

TaiipaT CKJIOHUJI TOJIOBY U 3ayMaJICS.

— Ham He 0 yeM roBopuTh, IOTOMY UTO ThI YK€ 3HAEIIb BCE MOU BOIIPOCHI? — IPEIIOT0KIII
OH I10CJIE KOPOTKOU Iay3Bl.

— a, — Heoxac KuBHyII.

— ToI omacaemibcsi, 4TO sl HE MOMMY OTBETHI Ha 3TH BOMPOCHI? — CHOBA cripocuil Taiipar.

— JTO TaK.

— Torna npocBeTH MeHsl, — UMIIEPATOp YIABIOHYIJICS CBOEMY CTapOMYy JpPYTY.

— Iloiimere nu Bl menst? — Heoxac mokavaii rojioBoi.

— YBuaum, — ckazan Taiipar.

— Bce He Tak, ceroaHs Bce He Tak, — Heoxac BcTasl u HEpBHO 3a11arai 1o 3aiy.

— Yto umenno? — cnpocui Taiipar. — OTBETh ke, HaKOHe!

— Ha-na, xoHeuHo, — Heoxac ocTaHOBMIICS, MBITAsICh COCPENOTOUYUTHCS, — S BUJIET COH...
IJI0XOM COH. Buepa Houbto, — 3akoHumn Heoxac.

Taiipar nokan rieyamu:

— MBI Bce BUAMM CHBI, HHOT/IA OHH IJIOXKE. DTO 0OBIYHOE JETIO.

—OO0BIYHOE AeT10, KOT/a S YU TAI0 IUIOXOU COH, CIOBHO KHUTY. S BUXKY, UTO OH IPEIYIIPEKAACT
HAC O HAJIBUTAOIIEICS] OMACHOCTH, M TOHUMAI0, YTO HYXKHO CJENaTh, 4TOObI n30€kaTh O0ebl. ITOT
coH He Takoi. Kakas-To HeBejoMas cuila mokasana MHe Oyayiiee. Sl yBUAEs CTpallHble 3HaKU, HO
HE CMOT HaWTHU CIIOc00 M30€KaTh WK XOTA Obl CMITUYUTH yaap, YTOTOBAHHBIA HaM CyIbOOH.

— ToI Tak qymaemnib? — cupocuit Taiipat. Ero rosoc mpo3Byuas nogaBieHHO.

— 51 B 3TOM yBepeH. D10 noo0HO yAapy HOXka, KOTra He XK/IEUIb €r0 U HE MOXKEIIb OTPa3UTh.
Mpb1 MOXKEM JIUIIb HAJEAThCS, YTO paHa HE OKaKEeTCS CMEpTEeNbHOM, — cka3zan Heoxac u Tsokeno
B3JIOXHYIL

— Ckaxxu MHe, 4TO Thl Buen? — crupocun Taiipar, 4yBCTBys, 4TO OOUTCS OTBETA.

Heoxac, BbiaepxaB HEOOBLIYIO M1ay3Y, IPOU3HEC!

— 51 Bunen rpo3ossle Tyuu Hax Taynocom. lllen noxap, HO Xeba HE POCIH, TIOTOM CBETUJIO
COJIHIIE, HO XJ1e0a MOHUKIIU. A 3aT€M HacTyIuiIa HOYb.

Heoxac 3amomuan. Heckonbko MUHYT B 3aj1€ CTOsUIAa NOJHAs TUIIMHA. HeckasaHHble cioBa
nosuciu B Bo3ayxe. [lorom Heoxac npomosmkui:
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— S Bunen orons Ha CymepeyHoi rope u TeHu, Opoadiiue Bo Mpake jeca ['akxu. Onu xxaanu
KOTO-TO WJIM 4ero-To. YTo-To H0mkHO mpousoiith. [loTom s yBumen kak Db, Ta u MHa, cmemanu
CBOM BO/Ibl, HE BIaJasi B 03€pO, U BOJIbI X CTAJIM KPACHBIMU KaK KPOBb. 3aTEM B301ILIO COJIHIIE, HO
YEepHBIN AbIM 3acTuiian ero. OrpoMHble CTal MEP3KUX HACEKOMBIX KPY>KUJIU HaJ 3eMJIEH, oxKupas
TaK U HE CO3PEBIIUI ypoxail, U HeBO3MOXHO ObLI0 mporHath ux. S Buaen Taynoc, u Bce xutenu
ero ObUIN OJIETHI B YEPHBIE OJEKIbI.

Heoxac cnoBa 3amomnuan. Taiipar cumen HEMOABMXKHO, U JIUIO €ro OBLJIO MOX0XKE Ha KaMeH-
Hy10 Macky. OH cMOTpes npsMo Tiepes co00i, HO HUYETO HE BUJIECIL.

— Oro Bce, — nmpousHec Heoxac.

Otu cnosa BeiBenH Taiipara u3 ouenenenus. OH MOBEPHYJCS U MOCcMOTpe B okHO. Ha ynune
SIPKO CBETHJIO COJIHIIE, OTpaXasiCh OT OEJIBIX CTEH IOMOB. [ 1e-To fJajieko BHU3Y Ha TOPOJCKOM IIIO0-
1111 TOJIMUINCH JTr0u. OHU YTO-TO MOKYIIaJIu, TOPrOBAJIIUCH, CMESUIUCH, CIleTHUYanu. Ha Mrao-
BeHue TalipaTy mokas3ajoch, 4TO OH CHBIIIMT UX Tojioca. OHM TOHOCHUIIUCH /10 €ro yuieil uepes
00JIbI1I0E PAacCTOSHUE, IPOHUKAs CKBO3b CTEHBI ABOPIIA, yepe3 ero okHa. Ho Taiipar He moHuman
9THUX CJIOB.

—Yto %) aeT Hac? — ¢ Tpy10M BbIMOJIBIII uMIieparop. CiioBa €ro Mpo3Bydaiu CyX0 U CKOBaHHO.

— Iloka He Mory Hu4ero ckasarh. JlomkHO npoiitu Bpemst, — orBeTui1 Heoxac. OH Bce Tak ke
CTOSUI CHMHOM K UMIIEPATOPY.

— VY Hac HeT HUKaKo# Hazexabl? — cupocun Taiipar.

— He xouy naBath BaM OKOHUYaTeNbHBIN O0TBET. OJIHO 3HAIO TOUHO: B Oee MbI HE OyzieM Ofu-
HOKH. YTpo3a HaBUCJIa HE TONIBKO HajJ Taynocom. bena moctyyuT BO BCe ABEPH.

— Kak e Mbl cMOXKeM IIPeayNpeaUTh HapO/bl, )KUBYIIUE BIATIH OT CTOIUIIbI?

— Boroch, uTo ropasno TpynHed OyneT OoObSICHUTH, Kakasi MMEHHO yrpo3a HaBUCIA HaJ
HUMH, — OTBeTHI Heoxac.

— TbI ipaB. MBI 1 CaMU-TO TOJIKOM HUYETO HE 3HAeM, — comnacuiicsa Taipar.

— MBbI 10/KHBI TOTOBUTBCS K cCaMOMy Xyallemy, — cka3ai Heoxac u moBepHyJscs K UMIiepa-
TOpPY, — U BCE K€ 51 CUNTAIO, YTO HAJIEXK/1a €CTh.

— W uto xe 310? — cripocun Taiipar.

— Oronb Ha CymepeuHoit rope, — orBetus1 Heoxac.

— Yto THI Hecelb?! — BCKpUKHY TaiipaT rojgocoM, MOJHBIM pa3Ipa’keHus, U MOTHSIICS C
Mmecta. — C kakux 310 nop CymepeyHasi ropa MpUHOCUT yHady?

— A ¢ kakux nop, — He nmobosics nepedbuth umneparopa Heoxac, — na CymepedHoi rope
roputr oroHb? — Heoxac mojomien BIUIOTHYIO K HWMIIEpAaTopy, CIEp’KHUBas €ro pa3apaKeHHBIN
HaTHUCK.

Taiipar He OKHJa)T TOTOOHOMN JEP30CTH OT CBOETO MPEICKA3aTesl, HO BOCIIPOTUBUTLCS €i He
cmor. CrunikoM BesMkH Obly 3acinyru Heoxaca, Bipouem, Kak U yBakeHUE, KOTOPOE UCTIBITHIBAII
K HEMY UMIIEpaTop.

— Thicsum €T 3Ta ropa He BUJIeNa cBeTa, — NpoaosKuil Heoxac, — 1 jaxke Koraa ipKko CBETUT
COJIHIIE, €r0 JIyYHd HE KacaloTCs €€ CKJIIOHOB U3-3a TYCTOI0 CEPOro TyMaHa, KOTOPbIM OHA MOKPHBITA,
CJIOBHO OJIesIOM. S IpOXKUJ MHOTO JIET. £l 3Ha0 3TO.

Taiipar mocmoTpen npsiMo B r1a3a Heoxacy u yBuien B HUX TO, YTO TaK HEOOXOAMMO OBLIO
uM BceMm. Hanexxna. Pagu Hee Tafipar Obut TOTOB mpocTHTh Heoxacy ero BO3MyTHUTEBHBIN ITOCTY-
nok. K Tomy ke umneparop 4yBcTBOBaJI U CBOIO BUHY. Kak ke ITy1o ObljI0 BECTH ce0s Tak Hecaep-
xaHHo! OH mpocTOo ucIyraics, NoAAAJCS MaHUKE U HAKpUYaJl Ha YeJI0BEKa, KOTOPBIA HU B YEM HE
ObuT BUHOBAT. Takoe moBeaeHne ObIII0 HEMTPOCTUTEIBHBIM HE TOJBKO IS UMIIEPaToOpa, HO U IS
0OBIYHOTO YEJIOBEKA.

[Tocne nebombII0M May3bl, B35B ce0s1 B pykH, Talpar ckazai:
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— MHe oueHb ajb, YTO 5 3aCTaBWJI TeOs Tak BOJHOBAThCA. Thl BCe cean MpaBUIbHO, U
B CJIOBA TBOWIX 5 CIIBIIIY MYIpOCTh. BrpoueMm, Tak ObuUTO Beernma, — Taipar >KeCTOM MPHUIIIACHIT
IpeCcKa3aTelis CeCcTh, — s TaK IVIYIO MOoBe ce0si, MPOCTH MEHS 3a 3TO.

— MHe He 3a yTo npowars Bac, Bame BenndyecTBo. Baiil rHEB HUCKOIBKO HE 00OUIENT MEHS.
Kto 3HaeT, kak s moBen ObI ceOs Ha BalieM MecTe?

— Cnacu6o tebe, Moii ctapsiii Apyr. Thl Bcerna nojaep kuBai MeHsl, cracuoo, — ckazan Taii-
par u ynbioHyncsa Heoxacy.

— 51 nyxeH Bam eule? — cnpocus Heoxac.

— Tbl MOXeENIb UATH, — OTBETU Taiipar.

Heoxac kuBHyJ, MOAHSIICSA U MEJIKUMHU IlIaraMy HarpaBuiICs K BbIXoAdy. JIBepu TUXO 3aKphbl-
JUCh, U UMIIEPATOP OCTAJICS OAMH.

PoBHO B 11Ba yaca nHsa nmneparop TalipaTr B cOnpOBOXKIEHUH CBOETO CIIYTH, OTKPBUI ABEPH B
3aJ coBemanuii. Tam ero ysxe >Kaaiu msiTh 00€BBIX T€HEPAIOB, TMYHBIA COBETHUK, MUHHUCTp 3aIia-
COB M ITPOJIOBOJILCTBUS U ABOPLOBBIN cMoTpuTelb. Momn n Heoxac Bctpeuanu Taiipara y 1Bepeil.
Korma Mmnepatop Bolesn, Bce BCTAIM M NOKIOHUIUCH. JIyka moMor Taiipary cecTb B BBICOKOE
Kpeci1o, CTosIBIIEE Ocpeau 3ana. [lepen KkpeciaoM Ha pacCTOSHUM IATH IIArOB CTOSIM MAJICHBKUE
CTynbs 0e3 cnuHOK. Ilocne Toro kak UMmIepaTop 3aHsjia CBOE MECTO, BCE OCTAJIbHBIE PACIIONOXKHU-
auch Ha HUX. Cilyra MOKJIOHWIICS W BBILIEIN, 3aKpbIB ABepb. B nmonHoi Tumnbe Taiipar nocMot-
pen Ha npucyTcTByroux. Cinesa nepen HUM cujen Jlo-Ilo, uyTh npasee pacnonoxuics Yunra —
MUHHUCTP 3aI1aCOB U IIPOJOBOJIBCTBH. B IIEHTpe 3aHAIM CBOM MeCTa IreHepasl: MIHKaoH — KoMaH-
JYIOUIHMA MeXOTHBIMU Kopirycamu, Cadap — KOMaHAYIOMUN JTyYHHKaMU 1 METaTeIbHBIMU Mallu-
HaMu, MyH — koMaHaup KaBajiepuu. UyTh nanpuie cuaenu resepan llail — HadanbHUK JTMYHOU
OXpaHbl UMIIEpaTOpa U ApMEHUCKOT0 pe3epBa U reHepas Banuc — KOMaHIyrOIUN BCIIOMOTaTelb-
HeIMU oTpsiiaMu. [lo mpaByto pyky oT ummneparopa cuaend Mo u FOHak — TUYHBINA COBETHUK
Taiipara. Heoxac cTosu1 psiIoM ¢ KpeciaoM umIieparopa. BepkaaB HECKOJIBKO MUHYT, Taiipar ckasain:

— I npuBeTCTBYIO BaC, MOM BEPHBIEC IOMOIIHUKY U €IMHOMBIIICHHUKH.

Bce cpasy oxuBmiuch. «IIpuBerctByem Bac, Bame BenuuectBo, mpuBercTtByem Bac!» —
yCIbIIIAN OH B OTBET. MiMnieparop MoaHsuI pyKy, ¥ B 3aJIe CHOBA BOLIapWJIaCh TUIINHA.

— 51 He Oyny cerofHs MHOTO TOBOPUTD, U HE OyAy 3a/1aBaTh BOIIPOCHI, — MPoAokui Taiipat, —
ceronHs s Oyay ciymaTth Bac. Bam BceM mpuzercs eiie pas AoKas3arb, YTO Bbl HE 3psl 3aHMMAETE
CBOM BBICOKHME IIOCTBI M YTO MO€ JOBEPHE K BaM HE HAIPACHO.

I'enepasbl, Mom4a, nepersiHyIUCh, U TobKO Jlo-I1o kak Bcerma ObUT HEBO3MYTHUM.

— YTO MBI JOJKHBI CIETATh Ui 3TOro? — crpocua MUHUCTP YuHra.

— Caymars. CHauana HykHO ciymars. Hazneroch BaM 310 1o cunnam, — oTBeTHi1 Taiipar.

— CaMoMy MOJIOIOMY M3 HAacC YXe JIaJeKo 3a MATHAECAT, HO JyMalo, 4TO CIIyX Hac He MOjBe-
JIeT, — 0TO3BaJICs Moy, U 1O 3a1y IPOKATUIICS CMEX.

— Torna naunem, — npousnec Taiipar u mocmorpen Ha Heoxaca. [Ipenckazarens Bhilies Ha
CepeauHy 3aj1a, BCTaB MEX/1y UMIIEpaTOpoM U ocTaabHbIMU. CHOBa HacTynuia TuiinHa. Heoxac
JI0CTaJ TUIATOK U BBITEP IOT €O J10a. ITO OBITO HEOKUAAHHO, TIOTOMY YTO B 3aJI€ OBIJIO MPOXJIAIHO.
I'enepasibl CHOBa NEPENIHYIINCE.

— $1 momxeH cooOIUTH BaM JTypHBIE HOBOCTH, rocmofa, — Hadan Heoxac, — mymaro, Hac ¢
BaMH KIYT TSKEIbIC UCIIBITAaHUS.

Munuctp UnHra HepBHO 3aep3ail Ha CTYyIIE.

— YTO0 THI X0OUEIIb 3TUM CKa3aTh? — cipocus Moiu. — ['oBopu sicHee.

— Jla-na, koHeuyHo, — Heoxac cHOBa BbITEp NOT. — VIMnieprst HAXOAUTCS MO yTPO30M YHUUTO-
JKEHUS, ¥ 3Ta yrpo3a CTOJb K€ peabHa, CKOJIb U HEOTBpAaTUMa.
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— C ygero BoI B3s1u? OTKyAa Takue Mmpadnbie Mbicin? — cpocud Jlo-Ilo, cierka nogaBmmch
BIIEpE.

Heoxac nevyanbHO ynbIOHYCS U OTBETHIL:

— Hac xner BoitHa, rocmona, v 3Ta BOWHA HE paIy MOOebl, a paai BBDKUBAHHS.

— IIpoctute, rocnogna Heoxac, HO oTKyza y Bac Takas mH(popMaims? — ¢ yIUBICHUEM B
rosnoce cripocuii coBeTHUK FOHak. — Hackonbko MHE U3BECTHO, Y HAC HET BHYTPEHHHUX Bparos. YTo
K€ KacaeTcsl BHEIIHUX, TO 51 KaX/IbIil MECSI] MOJIy4aro TOKIaa O MOJIOKEHUH JIe] Ha BCEM BOCTOY-
HOM NI00O€epekKbe, U B ITUX JOKIAAaX TOBOPUTCS, YTO APOJIbl HE MPOSIBIISIOT HUKAKUX BPaXKIAEOHBIX
HamepeHui. boyiee Toro, MHE U3BECTHO, UTO OHU HE 00JIa/1at0T I0CTATOYHOM CHIIOHN, BE/Ib UX YHC-
JIEHHOCTb BechbMa Maia. [locie nopakeHusi, HAHECEHHOTO UM Halllel apMHUel, OHU BPsi/L JIU yCIEeNn
OTIPaBUTHCS.

— [locnenusis BoiHA ¢ IpOlaMU 3aKOHYMIIACh COPOK JIET Ha3al, — HanomHui1 Heoxac, — rorna
emie ObLI kKB uMIeparop Panrai.

Bce npucyTcTBylolye npu ynoMMHaHUM UMEHM OTLA uMreparopa Talipara, Moiya, CKJIO-
HWJIN TOJIOBBI B 3HaK YBAYKEHUSI €T0 MaMSTH.

— CKoJIbKO BOJIBI YTEKJIO € TE€X MOP. .. — 33 JyMYUBO Npou3Hec Moru.

[TamaATh yHecna ero B Aajiekoe MpOLUIOe, KOraa OH ObUI MOJIOZBIM KallUTaHOM IEXOTHOIO
xopmyca. CKoJIbKO cpa)XeHUI ITPOBEJI OH TOT/IA IO/ KOMaH10BaHUEM uMIieparopa Panraina, CKoibKko
no0eJ1 ofiepKal. ..

W xakue 310 6b1M 10OETBI!

I'pomxkuii ronoc FOnaka BepHyn Momiu K peaabHOCTH.

— Ham He 0 yem OecriokouThCs, — MPOAOIKAJ YTBEPKIAATh COBETHUK, — YBEPSIIO Bac, X YHC-
JIEHHOCTb O4€Hb MaJja. J[030p coo0IaeT, UTO BUIUT JIHILb HEOONIBILIUE OTPSIbI, B JIOJKAX IepeMe-
HIaloIIKecs ¢ OCTpoBa Ha ocTpoB. [1o HamuM nojcueTam, B apMUK JPOJIOB HE O0JIee MATH ThICSY
BOMHOB. JTO BCE, YEM OHU PACTIOJIAraroT.

— He Oynbre TakuM HauBHBIM, MO JpyT, — cka3an Heoxac u mokayai roiaoBoi, — BbI II0XO
3HaeTe JPOAOB. DTH JAUKApU 3J10NAMATHBI M arpeccuBHbl. OHM IUIOAATCS KaK TapaKaHbl, U UM
IPOCTO HEOOXOAMMO MPOCTPAHCTBO s KHU3HU. CKOJIBKO CylIecTByeT Tayinoc, CTOJIBKO JIPOIb
IBITAIOTCS €r0 3aBOeBaTh. Kaxkaple COPOK-MATHAECAT JIET OHU BTOPTatOTCs HA HAIIM 3€MJIH, YTOOBI
clenarb UX CBOMMH. MHE Ka)KeTcs, UTO C Balllell CTOPOHBI, COBETHUK, BECbMA JIETKOMBICIEHHO
CUNTaTh, YTO APOJIbl OCTABAT CBOU MOMBITKA BHOBb 3TO C/IETATh.

[Tocnennue cnoa Heoxaca cuiabHO 00U€IN COBETHUKA, HO TOT CIIEprKajl BOMYIIEHUE, TaK
KaK 3HaJj, 4TO IPOTHUB IpecKa3aTes Jiydilue He BoicTynaTh. J{insg FOnaka Heoxac Obu1 HEocsraeM,
MO3TOMY OH IIPOCTO OIYCTUJI IV1a3a, YTOObI CKPHITh CBOU UYBCTBA.

— A kak oOctosat Hamm nena? JlaBaiite moroBopum o6 3tom, — nipemnioxkun Jlo-ITo. Ot ero
0€3MATEKHOCTH HE OCTAJIOCh U ClIeAa.

Mo1u no4uyBcTBOBaN Ha cede B3Il UMIIEpaTopa U MoHsu1, 4to Borpoc Jlo-Ilo, moBucminit
B BO3/yX€, pefHa3HayaeTcs eMy. OH BCTall U, BbAEPKAB KOPOTKYIO Iay3y, T0JI0COM, TBEPABIM U
YBEPEHHBIM, COOOIIMIL:

— Ha nansbIli MOMEHT MBI pacrioyiaraeM JIeHCTBYIOIEH apMUEl B CEMb ThICAY 4enoBek. M3
HUX JIBE THICSTYM KOHHBIE, TP — MEILIME U O/IHA ThICSIUa TyYHUKOB. Ellie Thicsua 4e0BeK HaX0AUTCs
B pacropspKeHUH reHepaiia Banuca, — Moy KMBHY! B CTOPOHY reHepasia. BHUMaHNe y9acTHUKOB
COBETAa COCPEOTOUYMIIOCH Ha HeM. [lonHaBmMCh ¢ MecTa, Banuc npounsHec:

— Ilpu BceM MO€M YBaXXEHMHM K rocrnoauHy Moy, — reHepai MOYTUTENbHO CKIOHHII
TOJIOBY, — s IOJDKEH €ro MOMNpaBUTh. J[e10 B TOM, UTO BOCEMbCOT YEIOBEK M3 TOM THICAYH, UTO
HaXOJUTCSl B MOEM ITOJJYMHEHUH, OTIYILIEHBI B PE3EPB.

— Xopo1110, — CHOBa BCTYIUJ B Pa3sroBop coBeTHUK HOHaK, — a CKOJIBKO y Hac MeTaTeNIbHbIX
ManuH?

— JIBenanuars, — oro3Bascs reHepan Cadap, — HO 4eThIpe U3 HUX HE pabOTaroT.
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— Korna Oyner 3akoH4YeH peMOHT? — MIOUHTEPECOBAJICSI COBETHUK.

Cadap 3amscs.

— 51 He BUET HEOOXOMMOCTH B CIIEILIHOM PELLIEHUH 3TOT0 BOIIPOCA. ..

— Tenepb onHa ecthb, — mepedm rerepaia FOHak u, moBepHYBIIKCH K Morm, 100aBWII, — BaM
HEOOXOIMMO PEIINTh BOSHHUKIIYIO TPOOIEMY.

Moy KUBHYII:

— I'enepan Bammc mepenact mojgoBHMHY CBOMX JIFOAECM M3 pe3epBa B MOMOINb T'OCIOIUHY
Cadapy.

— Botrock, uTo mpuzercs nepenaTs Bech peseps, — oto3paics Cadap.

— Ho 3auem? — ciipocuit Banuc, B pacTepstHHOCTH pa3Bes pyKH.

— YTto0BI yCKOpHUTH paboTHL... — Cadap He ycren 3aKOHYHTb.

Heoxac, TepnienuBo ciymaBmumii 3Ty 0ecery, HEOXKHIaHHO TTPEepBall ee.

—Jocmona, 10BOABHO OOITOBHU.

Bce ¢ ynuBnenreM nocMoTpenu Ha npejcka3aTelis. YOeIuBIINCh B TOM, UTO BCE BHUMaHUE
IPUKOBAHO K HEMY, [TPEJICKA3ATEND TPOJOIKUIL.

— [loitmuTe, MBI JOHKHBI TOTOBUTHCSI K TOMY, YEr0 paHee HE BCTPEYAJv, a Bbl TOBOPHUTE O
CJIOMaHHBIX METATEIbHbIX MaIlINHAX.

— I He moHMMaro Bac... — HavyaJ, Opu10, FOHAK, HO UMIIEpaTOp OCTAHOBHII €TO.

— JloBosbHO, — cKka3ain Taiipar, — XBaTUT OECIONIE3HBIX PA3rOBOPOB.

Ha MruoBenue B 3ane Bolapuiach TUIIMHA. Bee mpekpacHo MOHsUIN, 4YTO UMIIEPATOpP HEO-
BOJICH UMH. Taiipar OKUHYJ CTPOTUM B3IVISIIOM MOJTYMHEHHBIX U OCTAaHOBUJICS Ha Moy,

— Mo, Thl ONBITHBINA MOJKOBOACI], — MPOU3HEC UMIIEPATOP, — Thl KOMaHAOBAJl apMUEH,
Korja s ere He Obu1 mmreparopom. U uro s cieimry? Takoe BrieyatiieHue, 9To B 3TOM 3ajie coOpa-
JIMCh HE TEHEpaIbl, a yJUYHbIE TOPTOBLIBI.

Mo1u cros, onycTuB r1aza. KoHeuHo ke, OH 4yBCTBOBAJI ce0sl BAHOBATBHIM M3-32 HEKOMIIE-
TEHTHOCTH T€HEePAJIOB, HO BBICIYIIMBATH [0 X BUHE YIIPEKH OT HMIIEPATOPa OBLIO y>KE CITUIIKOM.

Taiipar noHMMaJ, YTO MPOUCXOAUT CEMYAC B TyLIE CTAPOIO MOJKOBOALA, U CMATYUI TOH.

— Csanab, Momm, csiib, — CIOKOMHO ckaszan Tadipar, — u eme pa3 nociymaii Heoxaca. Bee
NOCITyIIANTE.

B nonnoit Tummmne, cobpaBimuck ¢ MeicisiMu, Heoxac npousnec:

—Tocniona, Hac k€T cTpalliHas BOWHA, )KECTOKas M KpOBOIPOJIUTHAs. Mbl HE cMOXeM n30e-
KaTbh €€ U HE MOXKEM Ipeyrajarh ee Hadyano. Korma Obl oHa HU Havyasiack, 3TO OyAEeT HEOXKHIaHHO,
U Halla 3ajaya — ObITh FOTOBBIMU KO BceMy. [loBepsre, — Heoxac Tspkeno B3A0XHYI, — KOTrja 3Ta
BOIHA HauHEeTCs, BCS UMIIEpUs B3IPOTHET OT y’Kaca.

W cHoBa ruetymias TuinmHa noBucia B 3aje. Ha iauiax uieHoB coBeTa SICHO YUTANI0Ch BOJI-
HEHHUE U PacTEpPSHHOCTb.

— IOnak, — obparuics ummneparop K CBOEMy COBETHUKY.

— Jla Moii rociofiH, — MPOU3HEC TOT, MPUIOAHUMASACH C MecTa, HO Talipar 0CTaHOBUWII €T0
KECTOM PYKH.

— TBost 3aga4a — cooO11aTh HAM BCE HOBOCTH OT JI030PHBIX OTPSAI0B. Thl JOIKEH CTaTh IVia-
3aMU M yIIaMU UMIIEPUH.

— Cnymaroce, Bame BennuecTBo, — 0TO3BasICsi COBETHHK.

— Teneps, Tb1, Moy, — TalipaT nepeBe B3I Ha OpY>KEHOCLIA, — [TOJlyMai, 4TO HaM HY>KHO,
9TOOBI OBITH TOTOBBIMU K JIF000# cutyaruu. [Tokaxu MHe apmuto Taynoca, KOTOPYI0 HEBO3MOXKHO
COKpYIINUTB! — roJI0C UMIIEpaTopa, HAMOJIHEHHBIH TBEpAOH YBEPEHHOCTHIO, CTal TPOMKHUM U YET-
KHM.

W veoxumanHo 1715t camoro cedst Mol 3apa3uics 3Tol yBepeHHOCThI0. OH MOYyBCTBOBAI
BO30Y>KJIEHUE U OTPOMHOE KeJIaHUE AeMCTBOBATh — KaK BOMH 1OCIIE Hayaia 00sl, 0CBOOOAUBILNICS
OT TATOCTHOTO OXKUJIaHWsI OUTBBI.
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Momwu noassuics ¢ Mecta. B3misia ero ynan Ha reHepana Ilas.

— CKOJIBKO YeJIOBEK y Bac B 0011eM pesepse? — crpocui Momiu.

— IIaTe ThICSY, — oTBeTIN I1aii.

—[lonarato, 4To €ro HEOOXOIUMO YBEIMUUTD /10 ABAALATH ThICSY. CKOJIBKO YEJIOBEK B OXpaHe
umneparopa?

— IIaTecot, — cHOBa oTBeTM I1aii.

— JlaBaiiTe yBEeIMYMM X KOJTHYECTBO /10 ABYX ThICs4. OHU OyIyT OXpaHATh HE TOJIBKO JIBOPEI]
uMIIepaTopa, HO ¥ BECh TOPO/I.

— I'enepan Cadap, — oOparusncs Moru.

Cadap nogssiics ¢ Mmecra.

— HaGepure u3 pesepsa moneil. Bol 1omkHbI cOOpaTh YeThIpe ThHICSUM JIyYHUKOB. [eHe-
pan Banuc nmomoxxeT BaM OTPEMOHTUPOBATh METATEIbHBIC MAIIMHBI U TIOCTPOUTH €IIIe JBAIATh
BOCEeMb. MHE HYXHBI COPOK METATEIbHBIX MAIIIMH. DTO MO3BOJIUT Pa30UTh JTHO0YI0 apMUIO.

Banuc oxnyn. Momu npomomKut:

— I'enepan MyH, Mbl MOXKEM yBEIHYUTH KOJIMYECTBO BCATHUKOB JI0 BOCBMHU ThICSI4? Y Bac
€CTb Jiomaau?

— Ma, rocnogua Monu, — oto3Basicsi MyH, — IBE€HaALlaTh THICSY T'OJIOB.

— Xopo1110, — BBIJOXHYI Moy, — OCTalbHBIX OTAAaTh TeHepany Banucy u ero BcnoMoraresb-
HbIM 0TpsgaM. CKOJIBKO UX OCTaeTcs?

— Iectp THICAY, — OTO3BajNCA Banuc, — U3 HUX MONTOPBI THICSYM OTOMAYT renepaiy Ilaro
JUTSL OXPaHbI TOPOJIA.

— Xopol1110, — CHOBa cKa3zasl Moliid, — a 4TO y Hac C MPOIOBOJILCTBUEM U 3arlacamu’?

Munuctp YuHra BcTal v, oKaB Ijie4aMu, OTBETHJL:

— Opy>kust Ha BCEX HE XBATHUT, HO 3TO MOMPABUMO, a BOT BCETO OCTAJIILHOTO Y HAC C U30BITKOM.
MeHs uHTEpeCyeT TOJBKO OHO: KaK MHOTO BPEMEHHM HaM OTBEJEHO Ha IMOJATOTOBKY K BOWHE? —
UuHra mocMoTpes Ha UMIIEparopa.

— Bpewms emie ecth, — 0OTBETHII Ha BOIIPOC coBeTHUKA Heoxac, — HO myullie HE TPaTUTh €ro
BITYCTYIO.

— ¥ Bac ecTb elie Bonpockl? — CIIPOCHII UMIIEPaTop, 00paIiasch K COBETY.

OtBera He nocnenoaino. [locne kopoTkoii may3el Talpar MpoIOIIKUIT:

— Torna, mymato, 310 Bee, rocnoza, 6ojee He CTaHy Bac 3aJepKUBATh.

Bce Bcranu 1, MOKJIOHMBIIMCH UMIIEPATOPY, OJAWH 3a JAPYTUM BBHIILUIK U3 3aya. OcTanuch
tonbko Mo, FOnak un Heoxac. Korna nsepu 3akpsutnck, Tailpat mpogommKiI:

— YT0 X, CETOMHAIIHUN COBET MOKa3aa HaM ciabbie Mecta. M Mbl 3HaeMm Temneps, Hal 4Yem
HaM HE0OX0MMO paboTaTh B TIEPBYIO OYEpE/lb, — OH MOJHSUICS C Kpecia U mojomen Kk Mo, —
ThI cHOBa TIOKa3aJT Ce0s BETUKUM TTOJIKOBOJIIICM.

— bimaronapro Bac, Bame BennuectBo, — oTBeTHI MOIIIN U MOYTUTEIBHO CKJIOHHII TOJIOBY.

— TbI MOXKeENIb UATH, — OTITYCTHII €ro Taupar.

Mo enie pa3 NOKJIOHWICS U BbilIen. Taipar B3AOXHYIL.

— Bor u Hauanocs! [la, kctaru, coBeTHUK, — oOparwics oH Kk KOnaky, — monpocure Jlo-Ilo,
MyCTh MPOCJEIUT, YTOOBI BO IBOPIIE HE BO3HUKIIO MaHUKHU. Bl jke 3HaeTe, Kakue OHU BIIEYATIIH-
TEJIbHBIC, 3TU HAIIIU TIPUIBOPHBIE.

— Cnymrarock, MO rocniofinH, — cka3an FOnak.

— A pa3Be MO CbIH HE JIOJKEH ObLT MOSBUTHCS HA COBETE? — HEOXKUITAHHO BCIIOMHUII UMIIE-
parop.

— OH OyzeT TOJBKO BEUEPOM, — COOOIIUIT COBETHHK.

— Torma nmepemaiite emy, 9TOOBI OH 00S3aTEIIEHO MPUIIIET KO MHE.

— Kak ckaxere, Bame Bennaectso.

— CrynaiiTe, COBETHHK, — CKa3aJ UMIIEPATOp, — U ClIeTIaliTe BCE, O YeM 51 BaC MPOCHIL.
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[TokIOHMBIINCH, COBETHUK OBICTPO yAAJIWICA, U B 3aj1€ OCTaluch Toibko Taiipat u Heoxac.

— MB&I cHOBa O1HH, MOH APYT, — IIpou3Hec Talpar u nocie KOpOoTKOM nay3bl Cupocuil, — Uto
ThI 000 BCEM HTOM JyMaelib?

— Bpems nokaxert, — orBetr1 Heoxac, — HO OTHO MOT'y CKa3aTb TOYHO: MBI YK€ BCTAJIA Ha
yTb, KOTOPBIA BEJET HAC K HEOTBPATUMOMY, U OH €IMHCTBEHHBIM.

— YT0 K, MBI TOTOBBI BCTPETUTH TO, YTO KIET HAC, — Takpar nocMoTpen B niaza Heoxacy, —
U 51 HAZICKOCh, MBI CJIEJIAEM ITO € YECTBIO M IOCTOMHCTBOM.

Heoxac, monua, kuBHyI. B310XHYB ¢ 00JIer4eHHEM U YIBIOHYBIIUCH, HUMIIEPATOP MOIAOIIET
Kk Heoxacy.

— Wnem, Mol npyr. Bee 4T0 HaM 0CTanock — TOIBKO kAatk. JKnare u Haxearsces, — Taipar
B3s1 Heoxaca oz pyky, 1 OHM MEIJICHHO TOLUIHN K JBEPSIM.

ComnHile yXe CKpbUIOCH 33 TOPU30HTOM, N30aBUB 3€MIIIO OT CBOMX HNaJAIIUX Jy4YeH, U 107-
roJKJIaHHas mpoxnana okyrana Taynoc. [opoackue Bopora 3akpeuiucsk, u Jlo-11o ¢ nomomunkamMu
pa3Bes OrOHb B TPAHUTHBIX Yallax BAOJb JECTHUIIBI, BEAYIIEH K JBOPILY.

Nmmneparop Talipar cuznen B CBOEH CIIaJIbHE HA CTYJIE C BBICOKOM CIIMHKOM U MATKUM CHJE-
HbEM M 33lyMYHUBO CMOTPEN B OTKPBITOE OKHO. JIETKMI1 BOCTOYHBIN BETEPOK LIEBEIWII €TO CEble
BOJIOCHIL, M Talipar Haciaxaacs 3STUMU HE)KHBIMU PUKOCHOBEHHUSIMHU.

JIBepp B CIAIIBHIO OTKPBLIACH, U HA ITOPOre MOSABUIICS MOJIOOM YEJIOBEK BBICOKOIO POCTa U
KPETIKOTO TeJOCIOKEHHS. [|TMHHBIE YepHBIE BOJIOCH, COOpaHHBIC HA 3aTHUIKE B XBOCT, OITYCKAJIHCh
Ha criuHy. OH ObUI OZIET B IOXO/IHBIE OZICK/IbI: IIMPOKHKE IITAHbI, 3aIIPaBJICHHBIE B CAIlOrH, U CEPYIO
HOJIOTHSIHYIO TYHUKY, IEPETIOSICAHHYIO IIUPOKUM peMHEM. JJIMHHBIN YepHBbIH MJ1a1ll TOKPBIBAJI €70
wieun. Ha cpenneM nasblie J1€BOM pyKH MOOJIECKUBAJ NMEPCTEHb, YKPALICHHBIA KPYIHBIM pyOU-
HOM.

— 970 T8I, XaHTaro? — cnpocui Talipar, He moBopauuBas rojaoBbl. MoJ00 4e€I0BEK BOLIEI
B KOMHATy ¥ TUXO 3aKpbLI 3a cO00i1 1BEPb.

— Jla, oren, — OTBETUII OH, HE CBOJS IJIa3 C UMIIEPATOpa.

Taiipar MeUIEHHO ITOBEPHYJICS U IOCMOTPEN Ha Hero. HecKoIbKo CeKyH1 OHHU, MOJ4a, IIIs-
JieNn ApYT ApYTy B ma3a. Hakonen ummeparop nNpousHec:

— S pax Bugets Tebs. [ne To1 ObLT TaK 10ITO?

XaHTaro OBICTPHIM IIaroM HarpaBwics K oTiy. Ilomoiins, oH BCTanm mepen HUM Ha OIHO
KOJICHO U B3JI 38 PyKH.

— Kax 151 ce0s uyBcTBYeIb, OTel? — cripocuil OH. [71a3a XaHTaro, He CKpbIBasi BOJIHEHMSI,
BHUMATEIBHO CMOTpenu Ha Taitpara.

— Bce xopo1o, He BOJIHYHCS, — TOCIIEIINIT YCIIOKOUTH ChIHA Taiipar. HakiioHuBIINCh Boiepen,
OH OOHSUI €ro U MOXJIONAJI MO IUIey.

— 51 ciprman, TeI 4€M-TO B3BOJIHOBaH. Jlyka Ckasail, 4TO Thl ITIOYTH HE CIHILUb B IOCIEAHEE
BpEMs, — TUXO, IIOYTH LHIENIOTOM, POU3HEC XaHTaro.

— He Bonnyiics, — Taiipar yneiOonyncs. — Jlyka, xak Bcerna, npeyBennuuBaer. He cromo s
IIOTOMY, YTO CTAHOBJIIOCH CIUIIKOM CTapbIM, U Ka)KJasl OCTaBIIAsACsI MMUHYTA OYEHb MHE J1I0pOra.

— He roBopu Ttak, oren. Kak s Mmory He BoynHOBarbcs, s Ha Te0a? Thl o4eHb ycTal, s
BHXKY 3TO...

— JIoBONBHO, XaHTaro, — OCTAHOBHJI CbIHA MUMIIEPATOpP, — HE JIeJall U3 MEHS U3HEKEHHOIO
cTapuka. 5 Xouy JOKUTh OTBEACHHOE MHE BPEMSsI TOCTOMHO, HE JKaTysICh HA yCTAIOCTh U OOJIE3HM.

XaHTaro NOAHSICSA HA HOTH.

— Te1 caMblil TOCTONHBIN, U 51 TOPKYCh TOOOH, oTen! — cka3ai OH.
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— Cnacu6o tebe, — Taiipar Toxke BCTa, — OAHAKO Thl HE OTBETUJI HA BOIIPOC, KOTOPBIH s 3a]1a71
Tebe.

XaHTaro Ha MTHOBEHHE 33, lyMaJICS:

— 51 3ameprkancs Ha 3emJie TapoB, B ocesnieHuu OHax, pacronokeHHOM Ha Oepery peku Ta.
Kaxk Tb1 3Haenb, S oTIpaBuics TyAa, 4ToObl BCTpeTUThes ¢ JIokau, cbiHOM OTbI, KHA351 UHApOB. Thl
caM IocJ1ajl MeHs, YTOObI Mbl [IO3HAKOMMJIUCH U 00CYAUIIN HEKOTOPBIE /ieja, — XaHTaro oCMoTpe
Ha OTLaA.

— Jla-na, s MOMHIO, — MOCHENIWI OTBETUTh Taiipar, — caluCh, XaHTaro, pacCKaxu MHE O
Bauieil Bcrpeue. Kak noxxusaet Mmyapsbiii Ota? S xopoio 3Han ero npexje. OH yuacTBOBaJI B BOWHE
C IpoAaMM COPOK JIET Ha3a/, Korja Te BTOPIIIMCH Ha 3eMJIto TapoB. Torza emie ObLI )KUB MOM oTell,
a st KoMaHaoBaj ero apmueil. Ml ¢ OTol cpakanuck 1iedoM K 1uieuy. OH BEJIMKUN BOMH, a €T0
HapoJ] — CHIIbHBINA U OeccTpalinblif, — Taiipar HEOXKHIAHHO B3OXHYI, a 3aTeM MPOROLKuI: — Jla,
BOCIIOMUHAHUS O MUHYBIIUX JIHAX HE JalOT Mokos. Kak e ckopoTeuHa >Ku3Hb!

Heckonbko MUHYT MMIeparop 3alyM4MBO CMOTpEN B packpeiToe okHO. Ha ynuie Obuio
TeMHO, HO TaifpaT He 3aMeudasn 3Toro. B ero namsaTu oxuin coObITUS U 00pa3bl JaBHO YLIEIIINX
JIET, U CepJLE UMIIEpATOpa CHKAJIOCh OT TOCKH 110 BpEMEHAM, KOTOPBIX y’KE HE BEPHYTb.

Hakoner, BbIpBaBIINCH U3 TUIEHA BOCTIOMUHAHUI, TaiipaT BHOBb 0OpaTHIICS K CHIHY:

— IIpocty, s orBiekcs. Tak 0 yueM Bbl rOBOpHIIN?

— MB&I roBopmId 0 pa3HOM, — Hayaja XaHTaro, — cHadazia s cupocui JIokau o ero otue, Kak
Thl MHE BEJI€ell.

— U uto orBetun Jlokau?

— OH cKa3ai, 4yTo OTell YK€ JOBOJIbHO CTap U 4acTo OOJIEET, HO €ro pa3yM BCE TaK K€ UHUCT, a
namaTh cBeTia. Emne Jlokan mpocuin Menst nepenath Tede mpuseT oT OThI M CKa3aTh, YTO OH IOMHUT
TeOs1 M OUEHB TOPOKHT BaILEH JIPY>KOOH.

— Ax, Ora, — B3noxnyn Taiipar, — eie XoTh Obl pa3 yBUACTH €ro!

3Haelp, Takux Jrofeil kak Ota penko BCTpeTHIlb. JTO BEIMKUM uenoBek. Hanerock, cbiH
BEJIMKOI'O KHS3s yHACJIEZ0BaJl YM U CUJTy JyXa CBOEro oTLa? — CIIPOCUII UMIIEPATop.

— Hdymaro, na, oten, — oTBeTHII XaHTaro, — JIokan npou3Besl Ha MEHS BIIEYATIIEHUE OYCHb
YMHOTI'0, OT3bIBUMBOIO U BEChbMa JaJIbHOBUHOTO ueoBeka. K Tomy ke oH Becenblil 1 Jo0poxkena-
TEJNBHBIA. S Mymaro, 4To MEXIy HaMHU 3aBSDKETCS Takas JKe Kpemkast Apyx0a, Kak MEeKIy TOOOM
u OToid.

— 51 Oyny oueHsb pana 3Tomy, — ckazan Takipar.

— Jlokau npurnacuia MEeHs B TOCTU U CKa3aJ, YTO 5 I0JKEH MO3HAKOMUTHCS C €r0 OTLIOM.

— OT0 oueHb XopoI1o. Thl 0053aTENIBHO TOJIKEH MOCETUTH 3€MIIK0 UHAPOB, IOCMOTPETH, KaK
YKUBET 3TOT HAPOJ.

— 51 cornacen ¢ T000i1, oTel, HO MpeX/e s CKa3ayl, YTO Mbl ObUIM OBl pajbl IPUHATH €O B
Taynoce. Jlokau oueHb 00pasoBajCs, 4YTO CMOXET YBUJIETh CAMOTO UMIIEpaTopa 00bEeAMHEHHBIX
3€MeJlb, U S HACTOSI, YTOObI OH IPUHSI MO€ IpUranieHue. Thl He Bo3pakaellb? — CIpocuil XaH-
Taro.

—Yro Th1! KOHEUHO %€, HET, — MOCIENINII YCIIOKOUTH ero Taipar, — Xopoiue apy3bsi 10CTa-
I0TCSL OOJIBIIUM TPYAOM U HENb3sl UMU IpeHeOperarb. Thl MpaBWIBHO clenajl, YTO HpPUITIACHIL
Jlokau. S Oymy odeHb pajn yBuueTh cbiHa OThI. S yBakaro OTIa, a 3HAYWT, HE MOTY HE YBaXKaTh
ceiHa. Korga sxe Jlokan mocerut Hac? — cnpocun Taiipar.

— Sl mymato, 3TO MpOU30MIET B HaYaJIe OCEHHU, — OTBETWI XaHTaro, — OH cka3aj, 4To HE CMO-
JKET paHblIe. Y HEro €CTh OYEHb BaXKHbIE Jes1a JoMa. Ho Kak TONbKO BCe pelInTCsl, OH 003aTeIbHO
pUEIET.

— Bort u xopo1i0, — ©MIepaTop BCTAJ U MOAOMIET K OKHY.

Ha ynuue Obuto TeMHO U Tuxo. TailpaT BAOXHYJ MOJHOM IPYJAbI0 CBEXXKUA HOYHON BO3IYX.
[TocTosiB HEMHOTO, OH 3aKpbUI OKHO U LIarHyj BOEPE.
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— Teneps, s x0uy MOroOBOPUTH € TOOOI O TOM, YTO OYEHb BOJIHYET MEHSI B IOCJIEIHUE IHU, —
oOparucs Taiipar K CbIHY.

— S cnymiaro Tebs1, — 0TO3BaJICS XaHTaro, IPUBCTaB C MECTA.

TaiipaT OCTaHOBHJI €0 IBUKEHUEM PYKH U IPOJOJIKIIL:

— B nocneanee BpeMs MpadHble MBICIU HE MOKUAAIOT MEHs. Sl 4UyBCTBYIO MpPUOIMKEHUE
onacHocTH. Kakas-to Oena xner Hac.

— Oren, MOXXET OBITh, BCE HE TaK, KaK Thl JyMaelllb, — cKa3al XaHTaro, — Thl IJIOXO CIUIIb,
MaJio emib. Bo3aM0XHO, ThI IPOCTO YCTal U OTCIOZ]Aa U BCE TBOM BOJIHEHMS.

— XopoI110, €ciu TaK, HO HE TOJIBKO MEHsS TpeBOXHUT Oymymiee Taynoca. ['ocmonun Heoxac
TaK K€ B3BOJIHOBaH, 00jiee TOro, €ro My4yaroT MpauHble BUIEHUs. Mbl TOBOPMIIM C HUM 00 3TOM
CEeroJiHsl yTpOM, U OH IOBEJa] MHE O TOM, YTO BUJEI.

XaHTaro e/1Ba 3aMeTHO YJIBbIOHYJICS.

— Orew, npu BceM yBa)keHUU K rocniofguHy Heoxacy s Bce e T0JIKEH CIIPOCUTh: MOYKEM JIN
MBI JOBEPSATH €r0 cI0BaM?

Taiipar xoten nepeduTh XaHTaro, HO TOT HACTOMYKBO MPOIOJIAKAIL:

— ... noHumaemsb, Heoxac yxe odeHs crap. Bo nBopie o HeM pa3HOE rOBOPAT, 1a U €ro
IOBEJIEHUE HE pacrojiaraeT K jaoBepuio. beitb MoxxeT, Heoxac ye He B COCTOSIHUM pa3iUuUTh
rpaHb MeXxay (panTazueil U peaJbHOCTHIO.

XaHTaro BHUMAaTeJIbHO MTOCMOTPEN Ha OTLA.

Taiipar momyan.

— Buauis 51, oren, — NpoAo KK XaHTaro IMociie KOPOTKOM may3bl, — MPEACKA3aHUs
Heoxaca MoryT oka3arbcst yCTbIMH, @ TBOM BOJTHEHMSI — HAIIPACHBIMHU.

Taiipar caean HECKOJIBKO I1aroB IO KOMHATe.

— Jla, — mpou3HeC OH 3ayMUYHBO, — 51 CJIBIILIAJT MHOTOE O CTPAaHHOM IoBeaeHun Heoxaca, o ero
BHE3aIHbIX MCUE3HOBEHUSIX U HEOXKHMIaHHBIX nosiBieHusx. Ho nemno ceituac He B aTom, — Taiipar
OCTAHOBMUJICS U TIOBEPHYJICS JTULIOM K XaHTaro. — Tbl TOBOPHUILB O JOBEPUH, CIIPALINBACILIb, MOKEM
7M1 MBI 10BepsTh rocnonuny Heoxacy. Ho Benp He 310 Im1aBHOeE!

— A 4T10 %e? — cripocul XaHTaro.

— I'maBHOE B TOM, UTO MbI HE MO>KEM MOJBEPTHYTh UMIIEPUIO OMIACHOCTH JINIIb 10 TOW MpH-
ynHe, uTo Heoxac caumikom ctap. Mimeem 1 Mbl IpaBO HE MPUCTYIIUBATHCS K CIOBaM CTapoOro
CTPaHHOTO MPeJICKa3aTeNsl, PUCKYs TEM CaAMbIM ITyCTUTH Oely Ha IOPOT HaIero qoma?

Ha stot Bonpoc XaHTaro He MOT OTBETUTh, CTOSI B ITIOJTHOM 3aMEIIATEeNIbCTBE. A MEXAY TEM
Taiipar npoaomKar:

— Iloxymaii, Xanraro, 4To AJ1s HaC BakKHEE: JBOPLIOBBIE CIUIETHU O BBDKHUBIIEM U3 yMa CTa-
puKe wiIn OeccriopHble MHOTOYMCIICHHBIE 3aciayrd Heoxaca mepen mmrepuel, COMHEHHS B €ro
3IpaBOMBICIIMM WM 0€30MacHOCTh U mpouseTaHue Taynoca. KTo cMoxeT naTh OTBETHI Ha 3TU
Bonpockl? — TaipaT BHUMAaTEIbHO MOCMOTPEN Ha ChIHA, MbITASICh MOHATH, O YEM OH JyMaeT, HO
XaHTaro JIMIb pacTEPSHHO Kadall TOJIOBOM.

— 51 He cTaHy CIOPUTH C TOOOM, OTell, — CKa3asl XaHTaro, — 5 €€ MOJIOJ, @ Thl IPOKUJI MHOTO
JeT Uy Te0sl OrPOMHBIH OIBIT. £l COMIalIyCh C TBOUM PELLICHUEM.

NMneparop TsKEI0 B3IOXHYI U CEM PSAAOM C CHIHOM.

— Her, moli ManbsuukK, MO€ BpeMsi TOAXOAUT K KoHLy. [Ipuiina nopa tebe npuHUMaTh perie-
Hus. TeOe Bcero ABaIaTh MATh, HO UMEHHO OT TeOs OyzeT 3aBuceTh Haie Oyaymiee. Thl — Hagexkaa
Taynoca, XanTaro cMmyTuics.

— YTO THI XOUEIIb 3TUM CKa3aTh? — CHPOCUI OH, — Tl U CaAM B COCTOSIHUM. ..

— Her, — mepe6un ero Taiipar, — He B cocTostHud. Hu 51, HE KTO-1100 npyroi. S yoemuics B
9TOM Ha CEroJIHALIHEM coBeTe. Taynocy HeoOXOAMMO CBEXEE IbIXaHUE, MOJIOJIast KPOBb. JTO SICHO
Kak Oeublii 1eHb. U 51, 1 reHepalibl, ¥ MUHUCTPBI — BCE MBI CIIMIIIKOM CTapbl ¥ HE CIOCOOHBI Ha YTO-
TO HOBOE, €1IIe HE BUJAHHOE, 8 UMEHHO 3TO HE0OX0IMMO, YTOOBI BEDKUTH B CO3JABIICHCS CUTYAITHH.
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W xorpa npuner Bpems, He s, — Talipar OTpHULIATEIbHO IIOKaYas T'0JIOBOM, — & Thl BO3IVIABUILIb APMUIO
Taynoca u noseneus ee B 60i. S nepenam Tede BIacTh U MPABO BEPILINUTH HAIIU CYAbOBI.

Taiipar 3amonuan, 1 B KOMHaTe BOLApUJIAch THUIIMHA. XaHTaro CHUJEJ, OMYCTUB TOJIOBY.
Heoxumannoe pemeHne oTma 3acTajo ero BpaciyioxX. Uepe3 HEeCKOJIbKO MUHYT, COOPaBIIHCH C
MBICJISIMHU, OH, HAKOHEL], CIIPOCHJI:

— Hac xner BoiiHa?

— Ha, — orBetmn Taiipar, — ¥ TOJIKO ThI CMOXKEIITb €€ BBIUTPaTh. ThI JIOJDKEH OBITH TOTOB K
3TOMY.

HMMneparop BHUMATEIBHO CMOTPEII HA ChIHA. XAaHTAro NOAHSN Iv1a3a. Talpar xJaain oTBeTa.
B ero maszax XaHTaro yBuaea Bepy UMIIEpaToOpa B TO, YTO €0 ChIH HE IPOTHET B TPYAHYIO MUHYTY
Y OKa)KETCS IOCTOMHBIM MPOJOJIKATEIEM JI€]Ia CBOMX MPEKOB.

U torma Xantaro BcTaa ¥ TBEPBIM rojIocoM OyAyIIEro uMImeparopa npou3Hec:

— 51 6yny rotos, orel.

Taiipar B310XHYJ ¢ 00JIETYEHUEM.
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naBa 2

Cmos y Hauana cemu 0opoe,

He cmoum 00J120 8blOUpamo,

1O KOMOpou uomu.

Bce onu 6edym 6 00Ho u mo sice mecmo.

Becob nenp 10 no3aHero Beuepa AHaiis IpoBena B jiecy 3a cTeHaMmu Tamiraka — IJJaBHOTO
ropoja uHapoB. OHa Opojuiia o y3KMM TPOIMHKAM, KOTOpPbIE, BUJISISl CPE/IM BHICOKUX JIEPEBBEB,
CKPBIBAJINCH INIe-TO B CAMOM yallle 3TOro cTaporo jeca. AHaiis, Moiya, [Iula BIEpea, HE BbIOU-
past TOporH U He CTaBsl epej co0oit onpeneneHHo 1enu. MHorna oHa ocTaHaBiIMBajIach, YTOObI
COpBaTh L[BETOK, U TOTJa HECKOJILKO MUHYT CTOsJIa, BIbIXas TOHKUI apoMart, Oyopakariui qyB-
CTBa U IpoOyXarouuii pagocTs xku3Hu. Ha camom ke nene AHaiist mokunyna Tamrak He OT CKYKH.
B TeHM BBICOKHX J1epEeBbEB OHA MBITATACH CKPBITHCS OT CaMO cebsl, OT MbICIIEH, HE JaBaBLIMX €
nokos. OHa yyBCTBOBajia ceds OJMHOKO, JIaXke, HECMOTPsS Ha TO, yTo B Tamirake, cTaBIIMM JJis
HEee BTOPHIM JJOMOM, ObLIa OKpYykeHa 3a00Toi u 1r060Bbi0. Ho He 3Ta nm000Bb ObLIa €il HyKHa.
AHaiis )Kaana BO3BpalleHHs CBOCH HACTOSIIEH JTI00BH, U y 3T0i J1t00BU ObL10 uMs — Cenrrtaii. [lpu
Ka)kJIOM BOCHIOMHUHAHUU O HEM cep/lie AHailn HAYMHAI0 OUThCS Yallle, ¥ IPEAATeNIbCKUM pyMsIHELl
HOSBJISUICS Ha ee IeKaX. AX, Kak XOTella OHa BHOBb YBHUJIETh €T0, YBUJIETh XOTh HA MUT — YTOOBI
IIOTOM B CMYULIEHHUHU OMYCTHThH I1aza. OUIyLIeHUs: TOro, YTO OH 3J1eCh, PsIOM, ObLIIO ObI 1UIs Hee
J0CTaTOYHO.

Onu ObLIM 3HAKOMBI y’Ke OueHb AaBHO. AHaiis, Cenrraii u ero 6par XaHnamu ObuUIM BOC-
nutaHHukamu xpama Beunoro Connua. Onu Beeraa Obliin BMecTe. BmecTe urpasnu, BMecTe y4u-
JMCh ¥ BMecTe pociu. M korna oHu cTaiu A0CTaTOYHO B3pOCIbIMU, A€TCKas Apyx0a nepepocia B
UHOE 4yBCcTBO. Ero TpyaHO onucarh coBaMu, IOTOMY YTO HE XBaTUT HUKAKUX CJIOB, YTOOBI Mepe-
JlaTh COCTOSIHUE, KOT/Ia KPbLJbsl BBIPACTAIOT 3a CIIMHOM, U MUDP OTKpbIBAaeT /i TeOs Bce aBepu. U
OCTaeTCs JIMIIb pa30ekaTbCsi MOCUIbHEE U, OTTOJIKHYBIIUCH OT 3€MJIH, B3JIETETh BBICOKO-BBICOKO
B He0O, YuCTOE M ronyboe U TaMm MapuTh OECKOHEUHO, HACTaKAAsACh TEIJIbIMU JydyaMH COJHIIA,
KyTasCh B JACKOBOM BeCEHHEM BeTepke. 1 3To nuiib Manas TolnMKa Toro, 4YTo AEHCTBUTEIBHO YyB-
CTBYEIllb, KOTJIa ThI BIIOOJIEH.

AHaiist ocTaHOBWIIACh U MOJHsIIA ro10BY. CKBO3b JIMCTBY NPOOMBAIUCH JYUYH COJHIIA, HO HE
I'peNy TaK, Kak 3TO ObIBaeT B CEpeiMHE JIeTa, Belb B jiecy He ObIBaeT kapko. OH yMeeT XpaHUTh
HPOXJIaZy U YyXKHE MBICIH.

Xononok mpobexan no cnuHe AHaiiu, 1 oHa oOHsuIa ceOs 3a IuIe4H, YToOBl corpeTbes. A
3aTeM, CJIOBHO OMIOMHMBILHCH, BAPYT BECENIO paccMesiach. DTO ObLI UyJEeCHbIM cMeX, Becenblil 1
3BOHKUH, KaK 3ByK BECEHHETO pyueiika, JIErKoro U CTpeMHUTEIbHOI0, MPOOYKAAIOLIETO BCE JKUBOE
OT 3UMHETO CHa.

beno 6b1 Mano ckaszare, 4To AHalig Oblla KpacHMBOW JEBYIIKON C BOJIIEOHON YABIOKOW U
3aBOPAXMBAIOLIUM B3IVISAOM IVIa3, NTyOOKHX M CHMHUX Kak JiBa okeaHa. Hy)XxHO mpocTo XOTb pa3
YBHUJIETh €€, U BaM HE ¢ 4eM OyJeT CpaBHMBaTh, KaK HE ¢ 4eM Obulo cpaBHUBaTh U CeHrrTaro B
TOT JIeHb, KOTJla J1I000Bb Mopa3uiia ero cep/ue. OHa BbIOMIIA 3€MIIIO M3-T10]] €r0 HOT, BBEPrHYB B
IMYYHHY MY4YUTEIbHOrO ToMJeHus. M ¢ Tex mop kaxaplii 1eHb CeHrTail NpoBOAMI B OXKHJAHHH,
KOIJIa JK€ OH CHOBAa CMOJKET YCJIBIIIATh €€ T0J0C U B3NIAHYTh B IpeKpacHble ra3a. Torna AHaiis
OBICTpO MOHSAJA, B UEM JI€J10, 1a U caM CeHrrail He MOT' XpaHUTb 3TO B TalHE.

OH npusHaiics el B CBOUX 4yBCTBaX, KOIa OHU elle KWK B Xxpame Beunoro Connua. 910
IPOM30LLIO MO3AHO BeuepoM. B To Bpemsi, korja Bce obuTaTenu Xxpama oToluu Ko cHy, CeHrrai
BBIOPAJICS U3 CBOEH KOMHATBI M IO/ PUKPBITHEM TEMHOTBI 100pasics 10 IOMUKA, B KOTOPOM KUJIa
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AHalisl 1 ellle HECKOJIbKO AeByIiek. OH IIenOoTOM 3Baj €€ [0 UMEHHU, HO AHalisl He yCIbIIIaja ero.
B pesynbrare Cenrraii npocu e noj OKHOM JOMUKA BCIO HOYb, ITOKA IO YTPO COH HE 0J10JIEN €T0.

AHnaiis HaTkHYnach Ha CeHrras Ha paccBeTe, Korja Bee ele cnanu. OH cuaen, IpUucIOHUB-
LIMCh CIMHOM K CTEHE U IPOMKO COIIEJ BO CHE. AHaMs THXOHBKO TOJIKHYJIA €r0 ¥ CIIpOCcHiIa: «4To Tl
37ech Jenaenib?». BoT Torna-To v mpousonuio To caMoe «pOMaHTHUECKOE» MIPU3HAHUE B JIIOOBH,
0 KOTOpoM BriocieacTBUU CeHrTail o4eHb He J1IoOu1 BernoMUHaTh. OH BCKOYMII HA HOTH, UCITyTaH-
HBIM, OIyXIIUH OTO CHA, U PaCTEPSHHO 3aMOTAaJI FOJIOBOM, IIBITASICh OHATH, Ie HaxoauTcsa. Hako-
Hell, Ipus B ce0s 1 yBuaeB AHaiito, CeHrrail BApyr BCHOMHUWI, 3a4eM npuiesn. YToObl X0Th Kak-
TO UCTPABUTH MOJIOKEHUE, OH Hayajl TOBOPUTH, IIBITAasACh OObSICHUTH AHaile, KakuM 00pa3oM 31ech
OYYTHJICS.

OH roBOpuJI HEMTOHATHO, AONOJHSAS CJI0Ba )kecTaMu. Ho ueM fosb1iie 3To Ipo0iKanoch, TEM
MEHBIIIE CJIOB U MBICJIEH Y HETO O0cTaBajoch. I BOT, HaKoHel, pOT ero 3aKpbuics, a pyKu 0€3BOJIBHO
nosuciau. Omyctus ronoBy, CeHrrail npousHec: «AHaiis, s 1060 1eds. [Ipocto s He 3HaI, Kak
Tebe 00 ITOM CKa3aTk...»

Amnaiist cmotpena Ha CeHrTas HEMUTAIOUUM B3IIsA0M. BHYTpU Hee camoii mogHuManach
BOJIHA HEBBICKA3aHHBIX YYBCTB, HO €il OBLJIO HEMPOCTO BBIPa3UTh MX. CeHrTail oOueHb HpaBUIICS
Amnaife, 1 oHa Moria OBl OTBETUTh HA €r0 YYBCTBAa, HO IMOYEMY-TO peIIiia He TOpomuThes. K
TOMY 7€ 3TO CUUTAIOCh OYE€Hb HENIPWINYHBIM: OTBEYATh COIIACHEM, HE BBIKIAB HEKOTOPOE BPEMSL.
[ToaTomy AHaile npuILIOCH IPOSBUTH TEPIIEHUE U BbIAEPKKY. OHA HUUYero He orBeTuiIa CeHrraro
B TOT JeHb. AX, eciii ObI MOXXHO OBLIO MOBEPHYTH BPEMs BCIATH M HcrpaBuTh omubOku! Torma
AHaiis mociymanachk Obl TOJIOCA Cepllia U Mpe3pelia MPHINIrs. ITO MO0 OBl M30aBUTH €€ OT
MHOTUX HENPUATHOCTEH B OyAyIIeM HO, K COKaJIEHUIO, B TO paHHEE YTPO OHA HE 3Haja, 4eM o0ep-
HETCs /111 HUX €€ MOJIYaHue.

Crrycrst Tpu aHA ociie Toil Berpeun Opar Cenrras XaHaMu TOXe IpU3HaiIcs AHaiie B TIOOBH.
U cHoBa 310 HENOBKOE MoyaHue B oTBET. HeT, Ha 3TOT pa3 mpunuune ObUIO HU MpUYeM. AHais
Xopo1o 3Hana XaHaMu, OH ObLI €€ IPYTOM M TeNeph, KOTJla OH OTKPBUI € CBOM YyBCTBa, OHA 00sI-
Jach oouzeTh ero otkasoM. Eciau 6b1 Torna ona orBeTriia CeHIrTao B3aMMHOCTBIO, XaHaMU y3Hall
0561 00 5TOM M HE CTaJl OTKPBIBATHCS €1, HO TENeph UX MpaBa Ha ee JII000Bb ObLTH paBHEL. 1 coBceM
HE Ba)KHO, KOTO U3 HUX OHA BBIOEPET: BCE paBHO Opar 0OBUHUT OpaTta B cBOeH Heymade. bomnbie
Bcero AHalisi He X0Tella CTaTh IPUYMHON Bpaxabl Mexay XaHamu u CenrraeM. Meiciau 00 3ToM
HE JaBayu ei mokosi. Kak ke eil mocTynuTh, Kak BBIUTH U3 co3aBiierocs nouoxenus? Oba 6para
OBLIM JTFOILMU C CUJIBHOM BOJIEH U TBEP/BIM XapaKTepoM. AHalis Aaxke 00s1ach MPEACTaBUTh, YEM
BCE 3TO MOIJIO 3aKOHYMTHCs. W Torna oHa mpuHAia pelleHrne HUKOMY M3 HUX HE JaBaTh OTBETA.
[TycTts Bce ocTaHeTcs, Kak €cTh, IyCTh Cyb0a cama MOJICKaKET el BBIXO/I.

Bpewms mno. OnuH aeHb CMEHsUT IpYroi, Ho AHalie He cTaHOBUIIOCH Jierye. OHa craja 3aMe-
yaTh IPUCTAJIbHBIE B3MIAbI, KOTOpble XaHamu Opocain Ha CeHrTast 1 peBHOCTD B 1azax CeHrras,
€CJIM OHA MOZONITY pa3roBapHBajia ¢ ero oparoM. Mexy co0oil OHU ITOYTH HE OOIIATUCH, U €CIN
AHalis Haxoui1ach ¢ KeM-HUOYIb U3 HUX, TO JPYTOM BCETla OCTaBaJICs B CTOPOHE.

HewusBecTHO, CKOJIBKO OBI 3TO MPOAOIKAIOCH, €ClId Obl HE PE3KHiIl TOBOPOT CYIbOBI, pa3py-
HIMBIIUN UX MPEXKHION X13Hb. B koHIE neta 2850 rona xpam Beunoro ComnHila noasepres Hama-
JICHUIO HEU3BeCTHBIX. KTo ObuM 3TH Jtoau, AHalis HEe 3HaJIa, HO OHU YHUYTOXKUJIM BCEX, KTO KU
B XpaMme — Apy3eil 1 3HAKOMBIX JIEBYIIKH, a INIABHOE — yuuTels, rocnoanuHa Exou. Bocnomunanus
00 3TOoM /1HE ObUIM CMYTHBIMHU, HO AHalisl U HE CTpeMuiIach BOPOIIUTh npouuioe. OHa ocTaBuia
cede JuIlb JoOpYyI0 NaMATh O TeX, KOro JItoOuiIa U ¢ KeM MPOBEJIa MOCIEIHUE TOAbI.

Heckonbko mecsneB uynoM yuenepiue AHaiis, Cenrrail 1 Xanamu Oy aajiu o jiecaM
¥ XOJIMaM BOCTOYHOTO TIOOEPEkKbs, IMOKa, HAKOHEIl, He JoOpainch 10 3eMin uHapoB. B Tamrak
OHM MPUIIN NO3HO HOUbIO. [1en nponnuBHOM J0XK b, U CTPAXKHUKHU Y BOPOT J0JITO BIVIS/IBIBAJINCH
CKBO3b TEMHOTY M JINBEHb, MBITASICh PA3MVIsAE€Th HE3BAaHBIX rocreil. Kak mosxe BBIACHUIOCH, 3TU
MeEpbI MPEA0CTOPOKHOCTH OBbLIIM HE HampacHsbl. J[eno B TOM, 4TO ChIH KHsI3 OTbl OTHPAaBUICS B
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JanbHUN 1oxoA. OH JOKEH ObLT MOCETUTh Pa3HbIE 3€MJIU U JINYHO MO3HAKOMUTHCS C MECTHBIMU
IPABUTEIISIMH, a 3aTEM MY IIPEJCTOSAI0 BCTPETUTHCS C CHIHOM CaMOT'0 UMIIEpaTopa 0ObeAMHEHHBIX
3emensb. [l Jlokam, HacaeqHUKA KHS3S5, 9TO OBLJIO OYEHb BaXKHO.

Kak n nonaraercs B Takux ciayvasx, JIokau B3si1 ¢ co00¥ CBUTY U3 IBYXCOT BOMHOB, a TaK KaK
BOMCKO MHapOB HACUUTHIBAJIO BCETO BOCEMBCOT YEJIOBEK, TO OCTABIIASICSI B TOPOJE €0 4acTh, HE
MOIJIa HaJIeXKHO 3alUTUTh TalTak OT HEOKUJaHHOTO HanajeHus. [loatomy cTpaxxHuKam y BOPOT
OBbLIO BEJIEHO MPOBEPSITH BCEX MPUOBIBAIOIINX C 0COOEHHOMN TIIATEIBHOCTBIO.

Korna Cenrras, Xanamu u AHaifto BIIyCTUIIM BHYTPb, K HUM I10/I0IIE] BHICOKHM XyAOIIaBbIN
MY>K4YMHA U IOUHTEPECOBAJICS, KaK O HUX JIOJIOKUTh. Y3HaB, UYTO OHU MPULUIK U3 Xpama Beunoro
ConHua, OH cpasy IpeUIoKUII UM CIIe0BaTh 3a co0oi. [loka OHM MEIEHHO UK MO Y3KOH Tpo-
IUHKE, Pa3MBITOM 10Xk AeM, AHails NbITanach pasnisIeTh 3TOT TAMHCTBEHHbIN ropo/l. Panbiie oHa
4acTo cIIblIIaia pa3roBopsl o Tamrake, HO TOJBKO TENEPh Yy HEE NOSABUIIACH BOBMOKHOCTb YBUJIETh
€ro, ropoj JIofeH, )KUBYIIHUX Ha JAepeBbsiX. OHAKO TEMHOTA U CWJIbHBII JIMBEHb HE MO3BOJISUIN
AHaiie cienarp 3T0.

Kus3p OTa npuHSI ux B CBOEM JIOME€, HaXOJUBIIEMCSI B caMOM LieHTpe Taliraka, Mexay
JIEPEBbSIMHU, B IISITU METpax HaJ 3emiieil. JlepeBbst ABISUIMCH ONOpoH 3Toro noma. Mx cTBossl Obuin
COCTMHEHBI MKy c000# OpeBHaMH, 00pasyronumu o1, CTCHBI OBIIN CIeTIaHbI U3 TOHKHX JTHH-
HBIX BETOK, IEPEIJIETEHHBIX MeX a1y co0oi. Kpbila Toxke Oblla IJIETEHOM, €€ MOKphIBaia ApeBec-
Has kopa. C 3eMJM B JOM Bela y3Kas JIECTHULA, KOTOPYIO MOXKHO OBLIO JIETKO yOparh B cilydae
HeoOxoaumocTu. [1o1oOHbIM ke 00pa3oM ObUIN yCTpOeHBI Bce JoMa Tamiraka, pa3nndasich TOIbKO
pa3zMepami.

Ota paccnpocui CBOMX HEOXHUJAAHHBIX TOCTEM O TOM, YTO MPHUBEJIO MX Ha 3EMJII0 MHAPOB.
YeneimaB paccka3 o HanajaeHuH Ha xpaMm Beunoro ConHIA U 0 THOENH €ro oOuTareseH, KHs3b
0611 paccTpoeH. OH UCKPEHHE COUYBCTBOBAJI MOJIOZBIM JIFONISIM, Ubsl HEJIETKAsl Cy/ib0a 3acTaBuiia
UX CKMTAThCS IO CBETY, B HA/IEXk A€ HATU XOTh Kakoe-To npucranuie. [locie npogomkurenbHon
6ecenpl Ota pacnopsauics BbAenuTs CeHrrao 1 XaHaMu OTJEIbHBINA JIOM HEaJeKo OT Topoj-
CKOM CTEHBbI. AHal{I0 MOCETWIN B HEOOIBILIOM TOMUKE PSAOM C JKUJIMILEM KHS3.

[Houtu nonrona Cenrrail, Xanamu u AHaiis npoxxunu B Tamtake. MecTHbIE )KUTEIN OTHO-
CIWJIMCh K HUM OYE€Hb X0pouio, U caM OTa 10BOJIbHO YacTO MpHUIIalial ux B cBoi nom. Kazanocs,
KM3Hb CHOBA HAJIAIMIIACh, U CTAPOE JOJHKHO OBITH 3a0BITO, HO MPOILIOE HE COOMPATIOCh OTCTY-
nath. B Hauane BecHnl 2851 romga Anaiis 3ametuna, uro CeHrTaii Bce yalie cTajl UCKaTh YeIuHe-
HUs. OH MOCTOSIHHO JyMall O YEM-TO, YTO TPEBOXKUIIO €ro. AHais MbITanach 3arOBOPUTH C HUM,
HO CeHrrail ctaj 3aMKHYT U MOJTYaJuB. BOCnoIp30BaBIINCHE OTCTPAaHEHHOCTHIO Oparta, XaHaMu
IIOCTOSIHHO MCKaJl TIOBOJ, YTOOBI MOOKITH psiioM ¢ AHaliel, OblT O4eHb JII00E3eH U 00XOTUTEIICH.
Ho yem HacroiturBee OH cTapasics BOWTH B KH3Hb AHaiiu, TeM OoJibllie el He XBaTalo OOIIEeHUs
Cc ero Oparom.

[Ipomwo emre ABe HEAETH, TIPEXIE YeM AHals pelInia BHECTH ICHOCTh B OTHOIICHUS ¢ Opa-
ThaMU. OHa J0JIT0 MOJBICKUBAIA CI0BA JUIsl pa3roBopa ¢ XaHaMHu, 4YTOObI HE 3aJIETh €r0 CaMOJIIIO-
Omst cBouM oTkazoM. Ho korma ee peus ObLTa TOTOBA, Cy/Ib0a BHOBB ClIelIajia KpyTol TOBOPOT.

Beuepom necsitoro Hs Mecsia ObICTPBIX PYYbeB B ABEph AHaiu noctydann. OHa OTKpbLIa
U yBHJiena Ha opore CeHrras.

— S mpummen 3a To00#, — ckazan CeHrraid, — HaM Hy»KHO TOroBOpuTh. CITycKaicsi BHU3.

— Xopoiio, — oTBeTHIIa AHaiis, — ceityac. [logoxan HeMHOTO.

Ona nouyBcTBOBaJja 00Jier4yeHue OT Toro, uto CeHrrail cam BbI3BaJ €€ Ha pa3roBop. Temneppb
€il He Hy’>KHO /1aTh yI0OHOTO MOMEHTA, YTOOBI paccka3aTh O CBOMX UyBcTBaX. CeromHs oHa mpu-
3HAETCA, YTO JIOOUT €ro, U TAKEIbIH rpy3 MOITUAHUS yHaJeT ¢ ee Iied. A IOTOM OHa IIOTOBOPUT
¢ XaHaMmH ¥ rocTapaetcs yoemuTs ero B Tom, 4ro CeHrraii He BUHOBAT B ee BbiOope. C 3Toi MbIC-
JpE0 AHalis CITycKajach 110 JISCTHHUIIE cBoero noMa. OHa 4yBCTBOBAJIA, YTO BCE OyJET XOPOIIO, U
II0STOMY Ha ee Ty0ax urpasa Jierkas yabloka.
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Ho ynpiOka MOMeHTaIbHO MicYe3I1a, KOT/ia, CITyCTHBIINCH BHI3, OHA YBHUIEIa 000MX OpaTheB.
AHalis 1enyro MUHYTY YAUBIEHHO CMOTpEJIa Ha HUX, CJIOBHO Bu/jena BrepBblie. Hakonel, ee B3misin
octaHoBuics Ha CeHrrae.

— Tol 3Bas1 MEHS, YTOOBI TOTOBOPUTH? — CIIpOCHIIa AHAs U yCIIbIIIaia, Kak JPOrHYI €€ roJIoc.

Cenrrail cMyTWICS U OIyCTHJI I1a3a.

— Yro THI 37€Ch Aenaenib? — cupocuia AHaiist XaHamMu, HO TOT JIMIIb MOXal IJIe4aMu U
CKazaJl, KUBHYB B CTOpPOHY Opara:

— OH no3Bain MeHs.

— JIOBOJIBHO pa3roBOPOB, HE HYKHO HUYErO BBISICHSTH, — O0TO3Basice CeHrrail, — uaure 3a
MHOW, U 1 BaM BCE PACCKAXKY.

Bce Tpoe HampaBmwinch K BBIXOLY M3 ropoga. MHHOBaB TOpOJICKHME BOpOTa, OHU €Il
HECKOJIbKO MUHYT IIUIM 1O JIECY, OKA, HaKoHel, CeHITail He OCTaHOBUIICS.

— Jlanplue He MoKIeM, yMaro, 34€Ch HAC U TAK HUKTO HE YCJIBIIIHUT.

— Yro X, TOBOpH, MBI JKJIeM, — CKa3a XaHaMH U TIPHUCEN Ha TPaBy, ©300paasi MOJIHOE PaB-
HOJYIIHUE K IPOUCXOASILEMY.

Cenrrail cyHyn pyKy 3a a3yxy U J0CTajl OTTY/a JKEIThI CBUTOK.

— Y10 310? — cnpocui XaHaMHu.

— IIucemo.

— YUpe? — ynuBmiiach AHaiisl.

— IIucemo rocnoguna Exon. OH nepenan ero MHe nepes TeM, Kak Mbl IOKUHYIIHU XpaM, —
orBeTms1 CeHrrail.

— Ilouemy Thl HE TOBOPHII HaM 00 3TOM paHbllie? — ¢ BO3MYILEHUEM CIPOCUI XaHaMHU.

— l'ocnionun Exou ckasain, 4yTo s MOT'y paccka3aTh BaM O HEM JIMIIb TOTJa, KOrjaa Mbl OyzieM
B 0€30MaCHOCTH. ..

— Ho MBI yxe qaBHO B 6e30macHOCTH! — HE IepecTaBall BO3MYILATHCS XaHAMHU.

— Ycnoxoiics, — BMemanachk Anaiis, — naii CeHrraio 3aKOHYHUT.

— Xopot11o, mycTh roBOpUT. YTO B 3TOM NUChME?

— 51 He 3Ha10, — oTBeTUII CEHrTall, — 3TO MUChMO HE JJIS Hac.

— A nnis xoro? — cripocuia AHaiisi. ['ooc BeI1aBaj BOJIHEHHE, OXBAaTUBIIEE JACBYIIKY.

— Jlng rocnoguna J{aprona, — menotom npousHec CeHrraid.

— Ilouemy ThI TOBOpHUIIB IENOTOM? — BHOBb 3aBeJICSd XaHaMU. — 5] HUYEro HE CIIBIILY.

Cenrraii HE BBIIEPIKAI:

— Torga uan 1OMOU U MPOYKCTH CBOM YU, — THEBHO 3aILHUIE] OH. XaHaMH BCKOYMJI C MECTa
u ABuHyscs K CeHrraro.

— XBarut, nepecranpre! — 3akpuvana AHaiis. — Heyxenu Bl HE MOXeTe XOTs ObI ceifuac
OTHOCHTKCS JIPYT K APYTy HOPMaJbHO. Bl ske Oparbs!

Ho Cenrraii 1 Xanamu, Oyato He ciblmain ee ciaoB. [10100HO IBYM XUIIHUKAM, 376IM H
TOJIOHBIM, OHU CTOSUIH JIPYT MPOTHUB APYTa, BEIOMpasi MOMEHT JIJIsl peIIUTENbHOTO yaapa. [To rops-
UM OT 3710cTH mazaM CeHrras u XaHamu, AHalisl OHSIA, YTO OHU TOTOBBI HAOPOCUTHCA APYT
Ha JIpyra C €IMHCTBEHHOM 1I€JIbI0 — YHUUTOXXUTh CONEpHUKA. AHalis Opocuiach BIepea U BcTala
MEXly HUMHU.

— Ilepecranbre, moxanmyiicta! — yMOJSIONIMM TOHOM Ipou3Hecna oHa. [lorpeboBanoch
HECKOJIbKO MUHYT, YTOOBI €€ CJI0Ba JIOIUIH JI0 3aTyMaHEHHOTO PEBHOCTHIO CO3HAHUs OparheB, U
OTOHb, TOPALINI B UX IMa3ax, NocTeneHHo notyX. CeHrrail oTBepHysca U 0€3MOJIBHO OTOLIEIN B
CTOPOHY, Aepka B pyke mucbmMo Exon. OH npUCIOHUIICS K CTapoMy JEPEBY U, MOJIYa, CTOSLI, BIJISA-
JIbIBasCh B CyMEPKU HAJABUTAIOLIEHCS HOUM. XaHAMU CHOBA cell Ha TpaBy. OH TOXXe MoJTJall.

— Kak xopor1o, 4To Bbl BCce-Taku B3sUIM ce0sl B pyKH, — IpOU3Hecaa AHalis, — TyMalo, Tenepb
MBI CMOXKEM TIPOJIOIDKUTH Oecey, He pa3ipaxkas IpyT Apyra.

XaHaMu €/1Ba 3aMETHO YXMbUIbHYJICS.
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— Cenrrait, — mo3Bajia AHaiisi, — Thl MOXEIIb MPOI0JIKATh.

— Tyt He 0 yem roBopuTh, — oTo3Basicss CeHrTail, Bce Tak e M B NIyOUHy Jieca.

— Y0 Ke HaM JAenaTh ¢ ’TUM MUCbMOM? — cripocuiia AHaiisl.

— Ero HyxHO noctaBuTh rocnoauty Jlaprony, a Taxxe cooOumuTs ummneparopy Taymoca o
TOM, 4TO XpaMm Beunoro ConHia yHHUTOXKEH, — 0TBeTIII CEHITail U 1mocie KOPOTKOH may3bl 1o0a-
BUJI, — 3TO BCE, O YeM Npocui rocrnoauH Exou.

— 3HauuT, BaM NPUJETCS ye3KaTh? — cripocuiia AHalis TOJI0COM, MOJIHBIM TPEBOTH U MIEYaIH.

— Ilouemy Ham? — cipocun Xanamu. — ['ocnionun Exou mpocunt Cenrras. MeHst OH HU 0 4Yem
HE MPOCHIL

AHalis TOCMOTpeJia Ha HEro C HECKPhIBAEMbIM IPE3peHreM. XaHaMU 3aMETUJI 3TO U TOCTIe-
LIWJI UCTIPABUTh CBOU ITPOMAX.

— Jla magHo, — MaxHy/ OH PYKOM, — 51 monryTuil. KoHeuHO ke, s BBIIOJIHIO [TOCJIEHIOK0 BOJIIO
Haiero yuuresns. OcTanaoch JIMIIb PEHINTb, KTO U3 Hac noeAeT B Taynoc, a KTo OTIIpaBUTCS UCKATh
rocnioguHa Jlaprona. Kcraru, a riue ero uckarn?

— B necy, — orBetun CeHrrail.

— B kakom necy? B atom? — XanaMu NOJTHSJICS HAa HOTH U OTPSXHYIJ OJIEXKIY, BCEM CBOUM
BUJIOM IIOKa3bIBasl, YTO OH TOTOB NIPUCTYNUTD K IIOMCKaAM.

— Her, ne B aToM, — npousnec CeHrrai, — OH XKHMBET B Jiecy ['akxu.

C10BHO pe3Kuii IOPBIB BETPA, CJI0BA OpaTra OTKUHYIM XaHaMU B CTOpOHY. McnyranHo npu-
THYBILIUCH ¥ 03UPAsiCh IO CTOPOHAM, OH MPOLIENTAIL:

— Te1 comten ¢ yma, Cenrraii! O yem 161 roBopuib?! Jlec 'akxu? Her-HeT, Tonbko HE Tyaa.
lNaxxwu... Her, Tyna nenb3s!

— Ho 310 nocneassist Bojist HaIero y4urens, — HanoMHuw1 CeHrrail.

— Ero nocnenHss Bojst MOXKET CTaTh MOCIEIHUM MyTELIECTBUEM AJIsl 0OHOrO U3 Hac. Het! —
XaHaMu OTPHULIATENIBHO MTOKavyaa rojaoBoil. — [laxe He nmpocu. Hu oguH HOpManbHbBINA YEJIOBEK HE
OTBA)KUTCS TIepecedb peKy b, YTOObI monactek B jec [akxu, nec Omyxnmatonmx Tenei! Jlaxe
CaHWJIbI, IPOXKMUBILIKE B TE€X KpasX THICAYM JIET, HE OTXOAST Aajieko oT Oepera. [oBOpsT, 4TO TOT,
KTO TIOZIOMIET K 3TOMY JIECy XOTsI ObI Ha PacCTOSIHUE IOJIETa CTPEIIbI, Ha3a]| YK€ He BEpHETCSI.

AHaiis cMoTpena Ha XaHaMU 1, XOTs ObLJIO YK€ I0CTaTOYHO TEMHO, BUJIEINIA, KaK OH TPSACETCS
ot ctpaxa. [locreneHHO TOT cTpax Ha4yal nepenaBarbesd U AHaiie. Eif cTano )KyTKo OT cJIoB, CKa-
3aHHBIX XaHaMU, U TPEBOra CTHCHYJIA €€ CEp/LIE.

B nHactynuBiIel TUIIMHE B JieCy, OKyTAHHOM HOYHBIM MPaKkoM, AHaiis MoYyBCTBOBaja ceOst
TaKO! MaJIeHbKOM 1 0€33aIlUTHOM, YTO €H BAPYT 3aX0TEN0Ch OPOCUTHCS MPOUb U Oexarh 0e3 ocTa-
HOBKH, HE pa30upas JOporu U He 000paunBasiCh Ha3a/l.

l'onoc Cenrras BblpBan AHaiito U3 3TOT0 KOILIMAPHOIO COCTOSIHUSL.

— Yro xe HaM Jenarb? — CIPOCHII OH.

— A noeny B Taynoc, — ckazan XaHaMmu, — J1a, TOYHO, S OTIPABIIFOCH K UMIIEPATOPY U PACCKAKY
eMy 000 BCEM, YTO CITyYHJIOCH.

XaHaMu TOBOPHJI OY€HB OBICTPO, CIOBHO IBITAACh NOCKOPEE 3aKOHYUTH ITOT pa3roBOp:

— 51 orpasisitoch B Taynoc 3aBTpa xe. Jlymaro, 3Toro J0CTaTo4Ho, YT0O0bI MOSI COBECTH ObLIa
yKcTa nepes rocnoguHom Exown.

— A KTO oTIIpaBUTCs Ha Moucku rocnoauHa Jlaprona? — cnpocun CeHrrai.

— He 3Hato, — orBeTn1 XaHaMu, — HO OJTHO sI 3HAIO TOYHO — 51 HE MOEY U TeOe HE COBETYIO.
[Tocnymaiicst MOEro coBera U OCTaBaiiCcs 3/1€Ch.

Amnaiis mocmotpena Ha Cenrras. OH cTosT Bo3JI€ iepeBa U 0 ueM-1o aymai. Korma Cenrrait
IIOBEPHYJICS, OHA IlIarHyJla eMy HaBCTpeuy U, MoJIya, ToKaJyajia roJI0BOM, CJIOBHO HE MO3BOJISS CKa-
3aTh TO, YTO OH COOMpAJICs cKa3aTh.

— S moeny uckarpb [laprona, — ckazan Cenrrail.

— Kak 3Haemp, HO ydle OTKaKUCh OT 3TOM MBICIIH, — POU3HEC XaHAMH.
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— 51 momkeH. MblI Bce 3HaeM 370, — rofioc CeHrTas OblT TBEPABIM U YBEPEHHBIM.

XaHaMH OTYassHHO MAaXHYJ PyKOM.

— Tel HanIpacHO OTHALIL CBOIO KU3Hb.

— 9T0 MOs XU3HB, — 3ameTui CeHrraii.

—BoT uMeHHoO, a Thl He LIEHUIIb €€ U HE LIEHUIIIb MHEHUE JIIOIEH, CBsI3aHHBIX ¢ TOOOM. Cripocu
ee, — XaHaMU yKa3aJl Ha AHallo, — XO4€eT JIU OHa, YTOOBI Thl OTAAJ CBOIO XKHU3Hb PaJH KEJIaHUs
YeJI0BEKa, KOTOPBIN IaBHO YMeED.

Cenrrail Mmonyan.

— Eme pa3 npomry Te0st: OTKa)KUCh OT 3To uaen. Panu kakoro-to /laprona, Tel TOTOB TOXKEPT-
BOBAaTb BCEM, YTO y T€Os €cTh. Jla ero, MOXeT, U B )KUBBIX-TO YK€ JABHO HET. A, UTO CKa)Kellb? —
XaHamu OAHSIT OPOBH.

— HeBaxxno. D10 moii gonr, — CeHrraii ObU1 HSITOKOISONM.

— Te1 Bcernma ObUT ynpsiMbIM, — XaHaMU TKHYJ ITaJIbIIEM B CTOPOHY Opara, — IOCTyIai, KaK
XOuellb, HO TOJIKO IIOTOM HE BUHU HUKOTO B CBOMX Oe/ax.

Cenrrail Mmomyan.

— S yxoxy, — cka3zan XaHamu, — 3aBTpa s yexkaw B Taynoc. HyxHo eme cobpars Bemu.
CriokoliHO¥ HOUHM, AHaisl, — i, TOBEpHYBIIHCH K CeHrTaro, OH 100aBUJI, — a ThI — YIIPSIMBIA OCEL.

Cenrraii 6€3MOIBHO CTOSUT, IPUCIOHUBILIUCH K CTBOJIY O0JIBILIOTO iepeBa. Uepes napy MUHYT
XaHaMmu KMcye3 BO ThME HOYHOTIO JIECA, U 3BYK €0 I1aroB PacTBOPUJICS B MPOXJIAJHOM BO3IYXE.
Teneps, korna oHM octanuchk oaHu, CeHrrail BliepBble B3NIAHY Ha AHaiito. OHa cTossa pSaaoM U
CMOTpeJIa eMy B IV1a3a, a 110 €€ LIeKaM TeKJIH ciie3bl. CeHrTail TuXo nojouesn Kk AHaiie 1 OCTOPOXKHO
OOHS11T 32 IJIeYH.

— IIpocty, s He xoTen Teds oropyarb, — CKas3all OH.

— Her-HeT, Hu4ero crpamHoro, — orBeTuiaa AHaiisi, BBITUpas CIE3bl.

— 51 BUXKY, 4TO ThI paCCTPOEHA, U YyBCTBYIO C€0s BUHOBATbHIM.

AHalis Hu4ero He oTBeTHIIa. Ellle Kakoe — To BpeMsi OHM CTOSJIN, MOJIYa, IPH>KAaBIIUCH APYT
K JpyTy, B TEMHOTE HacTynuBLieil Houn. Hakonen, AHaiig cpocuna:

— Ckaxu MHE ceifuac, JOJDKEH JIM Thl Ye3KaTh? — €€ T0J0C ObUT THXUM, HO B3BOJIHOBAHHBIM.

Cenrrail konebancs.

— boiTh MoXeT, Xanamu npas, u rocrnoarHa Jlaprona JeiCTBUTENBHO YXKE HET B )KUBBIX? —
Amnaiis cmotpena CeHrTato npsMo B m1a3a. OH OTBeN B3IVISA.

— Pa3Be 310 uMmeeT 3HaueHue? — cnpocusl oH. — Hamr yuuTens nmpocun MeHst 003aTeabHO
HaliTu 3Toro camoro JlaproHa, u s JOJDKEH CAENaTh 3TO, AaKEe €CJIU OH YK€ JaBHO MEPTB.

— Tbl copamuBaenib, UMEET JU 3TO 3HaueHue?! — AHaiis cienuna 3a B3naaoM CeHrras,
IBITAACh €ro NoiMaTh. — A JIsl Te0sl UMEET 3HaU€HUe TO, UTO 1 Xouy Tebe cka3arb?

— A YTO UIMEHHO ThI XOY€lIb CKa3aTh?

— Jlorapaiicsi caM, — AHaiisi MSITKO BBICKOJIb3HYJIA M3 €r0 PYK U OTOIILIA B CTOPOHY.

— He nonumato, 0 ueM Tbl rOBOpHILIb, — cKa3ai CeHrrai, nbITasich Ka3aTbCs HEBO3MYTHUMBIM.

Ho Amnaiis ycneimana, kKak Iporuayn ero roioc. CeHrrail Hayasl BOJTHOBAThCs, M1 OHA TIOYYB-
cTBoBasia 3T0. Hazan nmyTtu He 661110, 1 AHalie y>ke Helb34 Obu10 Mom4ark. [Ipuiiio BpeMs OTKpBITh
eMy CcBOM uyBCcTBa. Bo3amoxxHO, Torna CeHrrail OTKaXXeTcsl OT CBOEH 3aTeH. ..

AHalis BHOBb NoBepHYnach k CeHrraro u caenana mar Brnepel. OHa 0CTaHOBUJIACH PAJIOM C
HUM, TaK OJM3KO, YTO UX PyKHU Kacaluch JpyT ApyTa.

— S mro6mro Tebst! — ckazanma AHaiisi u ObICTPO TOLIENOBANA €ro, a 3aTeM TakK ke OBICTPO
OTOIIIA Ha3aJl, HAOIIo/Ias 3a TeM, KaKoe BIleYaTieHne pou3Belo 3To Ha CeHrras.

Brieuatnenne Oputo ormymmTenbHbIM. CeHITail, Kak KaMEHHasl CTaTys, CTOSUI Ha OIHOM
MecTe, 0e3 IBHMKCHHS U 0e3 3ByKa. AHalsl, He BBICPKAB, CIIPOCHIIA!

— Te1 Tak 1 Oyaenib CTOATh KaK UCTYKaH?

— He 3naro, 4To cka3are, — ¢ TpyAOM BblAaBuiI u3 cedst CeHrrai.
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— Tw1 HEe pan? MoxeT OBITh, THI YK€ IiepeaymMal? — CHOBA CIIpocuiia AHaiis, MbITasCh TOKa-
3aTbCsl OOMKEHHOM.

— Her, gto t61?! — Cenrraii Opocuics k Heil. — Kak 11 Moria momymars Takoe? Koneuno
xKe, s pan. S mpocTto cuacTiiuB! — OH moaXBaTHII AHalio U 3akpyxui ee. — [IpocTo s He oxuman
YCIIBIILIATh 3TO TaK CKOPO.

— Tak ckopo? — AHalisi CHOBa TPOMKO 3acMesiyiach. — J{a Beslb y’Ke CTOJIBKO BpEeMEHH ITPOILIO!
51 BIKY, ThI OUYEHb TepreauBbli. MOXeT ObITh, sl TOTOpOnuIach?

— Ter uto? Hert, ToI Bce caenana npaBuiibHO, — CeHrTai ObuUT OmIapaiieH ’TUM BOTIPOCOM.

OH naxe nepecrai KpyKUTb AHaIIO U IOCTaBUJI €€ Ha 3eMJII0. AHailsl CHOBa BbIpBajach U3
€ro pyk u otOexana 3a OiuxKauIinee 1epeso.

— MokeT, CTOUT 3acTaBUTh T€Os MOOETaTh, YTOOBI ThI, HAKOHEII, 3aCITYKUJI MEH? — MPOU3-
Hecsa AHalis U 4epe3 MUT CKpbllach B TeMHOTE. CeHrTail HOHsI, UTO €ro pas3blrpajiu:

— Ax, Bot ThI Kak! Hy, 6eperucs! — KpuKHYyI OH BIOTOHKY AHaiie 1 BCie 3a Hell ncues3 MEeKIy
JIEPEBbSIMH.

Cenrraii HarHan AHaiito psoM ¢ BopoTamu TariTaka, ¥ Kak TOJIBKO OH CXBaTHII €€ 3a PYKY,
OHa 00epHYJIaCh, ¥ OHH 3aKIIIOUMIIN IPYT APYyTra B OOBATHS, IPOU3HOCS CIIOBA JIOOBH M 0OMEHHBA-
sich nonenysiMu. CIycTsi 4eTBepTh yaca OHU Nepecexin crsuii [opoa-Ha-aepeBbsix U CKPbUIMChH
B omuke Cenrrast. Tam OHM IPOBENTN HOYb, TIOJIHYIO TAaKOH JTFOOBH M HEXKHOCTH, CJIOBHO 3TO ObLIa
UX MOCJETHSS HOUb.

Ha paccBere, korza conHIe elie He TOAHSIOCH HaJl TOPH30HTOM, U JieC ObLT OKyTaH T'yCThIM
TyMaHOM, AHaiis, 00OepHYBIINCH OAESUIOM, BbILIUIA MPOBOAUTH CeHrTas B JaJbHUN U ONACHBIN
IyTh, OT KOTOPOTO OH TaK U HE CMOTI OTKa3aTrbcs. OHa CcTOsuIa PsIOM, ITOKa OH CeJyIall JIOIIA b.
Korna Bce 6bU10 TOTOBO, M TPUIILIA ITOpA MPOLIATHCS, AHAMs, €1Ba CIEep>KUBast CIe3bl, CIIPOCHIIA:

— Korna mMbl BHOBB yBUIUMCS?

— He Bomnnyiics, aTo HeHagonro, — CeHrrail mpoBes pyKo# 1o ee BoJIocaM, — TIOBEPD, sl HE B
CUJIax MOTEPATH TO, UTO JIJISl MEHSI TOPOKE BCETO Ha CBETE.

— Tr1 roBopuis 060 MHE? — BCXJIMIIHY/IA AHais.

— Koneuno e, o Tebe!

Amaiist He BbIIEpIKana |, pelnas, Opocuiach B 00bAThs CeHrTast, 00XBaTUB €r0 pyKaMu 3a
HIEHO.

— 51 6orochk 3a Te0s1, 51 0010ch 3a Hac! Korma Thl BepHenibesi? S Tak HEe X0uy 0CTaBaTbes O/iHa!

— Ycnoxkotiicst, — CeHrrai miaui ee 1o ToJIoBe, — He HaJlo I1akath. Bot cMoTpu, — 0OH oTCTpa-
HWI AHalIo U 10CTaj U3-3a Ma3yXu aMyJieT B BUJE Opjla C paclpOCTEPThIMU KPBUIbSIMHU.

AHaiis BeITEpIIa CIIE3BI.

—Yro 3T0? — cripocuia oHa.

— D10 cTapslil amyinet, — oTBeTu CeHrTail, — OH TOMOraeT HaluTH To, 4yTo uilelb. [lomoxeT
U HaM.

C stumu ciioBamu CeHrrail pa3jioMuiI aMyJseT ONoJIaM U IPOTSAHYI OJHY NOJOBUHY AHalie.

— Bo3bMu ero, Tenepb Mbl ¢ TOOO# J1BE€ OJOBUHBI 3TOTO aMyJIeTa.

AHaiist B3siJ1a TIOJIOBUHKY OpJIa.

— 3HAYUT, OH MMOMOKET HaM HAWTH APYT apyra? — CIpoCHiia OHa C HAACK 0 B TOJIOCE.

— Jla, — orBetun CeHrraii U Kpenko oOHs1 AHalio.

— Bceerna? — cHoBa cipocuia oHa.

— Bcerna, — cka3ai OH B OTBET.

Cenrrail yexas Ha HOMCKH TaAaUHCTBEHHOT'O rocnoinHa Jlaprona, 4ToOb! BBIIOJIHUTE MOCIE-
HIOIO BOJIIO CBOETO YUHUTEIS. DTO CIIYYMUIIOCH YTPOM OAMHHA/ILATOTO JHS MecCsIa ObICTPBIX PyYbeB
2851 roma YerBeproii Dnoxu. CeHrraii yBe3 ¢ cobolt cepame AHaiin u ee 1o00Bb. BepHer nm oH
TO, YTO B35J1 C CO00M, 1 OyAyT JI OHU CHOBa BMecTe?
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[TorpyxenHast B cBOM BOCIIOMUHAHUS AHalisg HE 3aMETHJIa, KaK TPOIIMHKA [TPUBEJIA €€ K BOPO-
taM Tamraka. ConHIle y’Ke KOCHYJI0Ch BEpXYILIEK AEPEBbEB, U JIEC TOTOBUIICS TOTPY3UTHCS B TEM-
HOTY HacTymaromel Houu. ['ooca NTHIl CTUXITH, 3BepH 3a0paich B HOPHI, @ HA30MIINBBIE HACEKO-
MBI€ YK€ HE KPY>KUJIM B TEIIJIOM BO3/yX€, HAIIOJITHEHHOM apOMaTOM ILIBETOB.

Bce xuBoe roToBUJIOCH KO CHY, YTOOBI 3aBTpa C PaCCBETOM BHOBb HAIlOJHUTb MUP CBOUM
IPUCYTCTBUEM.

Amaiist modyBcTBOBasa ycranocts. Ho oHa Oblila BBI3BaHA HE CTOJNBKO (PM3MYECKUM Harpsi-
KEHHEM, CKOJIbKO MyUUTEIbHBIM OKHJIAHUEM YETr0-TO HEU3BECTHOI'O U UyBCTBOM O€3BICXOJHOCTH.

[Ipoiins uepes Bopora, AHalisg BCTpeTuiaa AroTa — KaluTaHa CTOpOKEBOro orpsiaa Tamraka.
OH crpocuit ee, Kak OHa IIPOBEJa JIEHb M BCE JIM Y Hee Xopomo. AHaiis mobiarojapuia ero 3a
BHUMaHHE, OTBETUJIA, UTO C HEM BCE XOPOLIO U, TOKEIIAB EMY CITOKOMHON HOYH, TOCIEIINIIA JOMOM.

Cupst Ha KpOBaTH B CBOEM JIOMUKE, AHalis TOYyBCTBOBaJIA ce0s1 y)kacHO onuHOKoM. Eit 3axo-
TeNOCh MIakaTh. Heckoiabko MUHYT OHa cujena, 0opsch ¢ MOACTYNAIOIIKMMHU CI€3aMH, a 3aTeM
JocTaia u3-1oj NOAYLIKY MOJIOBUHKY aMmyseTa. OHa jekasna Ha J1aloHu AHalii KaKk HallOMMHAHNE
0 TOM, KTO YHEC €€ MbICIU ¢ co00ii. «['me xe Th1? Kak momor OyaeT TBOW MyTh IOMOK?» — IPOU3-
Heclia AHals ¢ TPYCThIO B T'OJIOCE.

Heoxunanno B nBepp nocrydanu, 1 AHais, B3APOTHYB, BCKOuMia ¢ Kposatu. Ee B3msag
3aMeTaJICs TI0 KOMHATe, CIOBHO OHA YTO-TO MCKaJla. 3aTeM, OpOCHBIIUCH K MOAYIIKe, AHaiis 3acy-
HyJla MoJ Hee OOJOMOK amyleTa U IPOMKHUM rosiocoM mpousHecna: «lloxamyiicra, Bxonute!»
JIBepb MeNJIEHHO OTKPBLIACh, U HA NOPOre MOSIBUIICS MY>KUYMHA JIET COPOKa, HEOOJIBIIOr0 pocCTa,
XyJOLIABBIH, ¢ pEIKUMHU CEIbIMU BOJIOcaMU. AHails y3Hasia B HeM ciayry k3 Otel — Kaciy. Kacna
TUXO BOLIEJ B JIOM U 3aKpbLI JIBEPb.

— IIpocTuTe MeHS 3a HEOXKUJAHHBIN BU3UT, — CKa3aJl CIIyra, HOKJIOHUBIIHNCH, — HO KHA3b OTa
IpOCKJ MEHs NepeaaTh BaM ero npumiameHue. OH XoTen Obl BUAETh Bac CErO/IHS BEYepoM Y cedsl,
€CJIM 3TO He 3aTpyJHUT Bac, — Kacra cHOBa MOKIOHUIICS.

— Ilepenaii kH:310, 4TO 51 0053aTEIHHO NPUIY, — CKa3ana AHaiis, — BOT TOJIBKO MOYKHHAIO U
Cpasy K€ OTIIPaBIIOCH K HEMY.

— Xoporuo, rocnioxka AHaiid, s Bce Tak U nepenam, — Kacra noBepHyscst 1 OTKPbLI ABEPh, —
€CJIM XOTHUTE, 51 IPUIY, YTOObI MPOBOJAUTH BaC.

AmHaiist yapI0HyIaCh:

— Cnacu60 Kacna, HO y TeOst ecTh OoJiee BaXKHbBIC JIeTa.

— Hy 4ro BbI, rocnioxa AHaiisi, 4711 MEHs 3TO 0OJbIlas YECTh U OIPOMHOE YOBOJILCTBHE —
COIPOBOXK/IATh TAKYIO MPEKPACHYIO KEHILUHY, — OTBETHJI CIIyT'a HCKPEHHE.

— Cnacu60, Mol ApyT, — AHaiisl B3sJ1a CIIYTY 32 PYKY, — HO S CMOTY JIOMTH cama.

— Kak ckaxere, rocnioxa. Ho oGemaiite, uTo OyeTe 0CTOPOKHBI.

— Xopormio! — moo6emniana AHaiisi 1 BHOBb yibIOHYyNach. Kacra KUBHYI U BBIIIEN, OCTOPOKHO
IPUKPBIB 32 COO0M 1Bephb. AHalis ClIbIIlIaia TUXUI CKPUI JIECTHULIBL, TIOKA CIIyTa CIIyCKAaJICS BHU3.
Korna Bce 3Byku cTuxiu, AHaiist npuHsAIach TOTOBUTH y>KUH. 011071 Bce HacToiuMBee 1aBaj o cede
3HATb.

3aKOHYMB Y>KUH, AHallsl TUXO OKMHYJIA CBOM MaJIeHbKUH YIOTHBIN IOMHUK U OTIIPAaBUJIaCh B
roctu K kH:1310 Ote. [1oaHABIINCEH 110 JIECTHUIIE, OHA OCTOPO’KHO OTKpPbLIA ABEPH U BOIILIA B MOJTY-
Mpak KoMHatbl kKH:34. [lapa cBedell ropena Ha HEOONBIIOM IIJIETEHOM CTOJIMKE PAJIOM C KPOBaThIO
Otp1. Cam Ora nexan B KpoBaTH, U IJ1a3a €ro ObUIM 3aKpbIThl. AHAls pelnia, 4To CTapblii KHS3b
yCTall ¥ YCHYJ, HE JIOKIABIINCH ee puxoaa. Ho Juie ToapKo AHaiis MOBEpHYJIACh, YTOOI YHTH,
Kak ycipliana rogoc OTel:

— Hey:xenu Tb1 coOupaenibest yiTH, 1axe He I0310pOBaBUINCH CO MHOM?
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AHaiis o0epHynack. OTa Bce Tak Ke JIe)all B KpOBaTH, HO TEIMEPh IN1a3a €ro ObUIM OTKPBITHI
¥ CMOTPEJIN Ha Hee U3-TI0JI TYCTBIX Ce/IbIX OpoBeil. AHals MPUKpBLIA JBEPh U IMOIONLTA K KPOBATH.
[Ipuces Ha Kpaii, OHa B3slJ1a €T0 PyKY, IpUXkKaJjia K CBOEH 1IeKe U MPOU3HECIA:

— BBl ke 3HaeTe, 4To 3TO HE TakK, AeTyIIKa.

Ora ynsIioHynCs:

— Munast Anaiisl, Korga Thl Tak Ha3blBAa€lllb MEHS, MHE CTAHOBHUTCS TaK TEIUIO, CIOBHO S
3aBEpPHYT B MATKHE IIYXOBBIE Ofiesia. TBOM 0OpHIE CIIOBa 3aCTaBIISIOT MEHS 3a0BITh O OONE3HSX
Y HEB3rO/1ax.

Amnaiist yneioaynace. A Ota IpoJoKuIL:

— ThI Benb 3Haellb, y MEHsI HET BHYKOB U MOW €IMHCTBEHHBIN CBIH CEMYaC TAJIEKO OTCHOA,
HO TBOE IPUCYTCTBHE JEIAET MO0 )KU3Hb CYACTIMBOMU. AX, KaK ObI 51 XOTEJI UMETh TaKyl0 BHYUKY
10J] KOHEI[ )KU3HHU !

— He roBopurte Tak, aenyiika, Bam €Iie paHo 00 3TOM AyMaTh, — CKa3ajaa AHaisl.

Ora TsKeNo B3IOXHYII:

— IloBeps MHe, noporasi, s He cTaji Obl BOJHOBATh TeOs 0e3 mpuuuH. S ’Ke BUXKY, KaK Thl
Myuaelibcsi OT OIMHOYECTBA, KaK cTpajaeiib. bbut 661 pajx momous Tebe. .., — OTa 3aKanuisics.

— Bbl y’xe noMoraere MHe, — cka3asa AHalis, OTIIyCTHB €r0 pyKHU U BCTaBas € IOCTENH, YTOObI
NOJaTh YallIKy C HACTOEM M3 JIEKAPCTBEHHBIX TpaB, — TEM, UYTO CKpAIIUBAETE MOE OJUHOYECTBO,
yelisis MHE TaK MHOTO BHUMaHHUSI.

AHaiis mogHecsa yamky K ryoam OTbr:

— BrimeiTe, 5T0 IOMOXKET BaM.

Ora caenal IJI0TOK ¥ BHOBB IOBEPHYJICS K AHaiie:

— S caumkoMm crap, AHaiig. S 4yBCTBYIO, Kak cMepTh Nnpubamxaerca ko MHe. Kro 3Haer,
CKOJIBKO BPEMEHH OCTaJIOCh?

AHalisl XoTesna 4yTo-To cKa3arh, HO OTa 0OCTaHOBUII €€:

— 1 nmub xo4y, 4TOOBI ThHI HalllIa cBO€ c4yacThbe. Eciin Thl Oynenib cyacTiauBa, st CMOTy CIIO-
KOWHO yMEPETh.

— He nymaiite o cMepTH, AenyIika, BBl Iyraete MeHs! — mpousHecaa AHalis, IpUKaB pyKy
K TpyAH.

— He Goiics, noporast, cMepTh He CTpalliHa. Sl MOTy C YBEpEHHOCTbIO YTBEPK1aTh 3TO, IOTOMY
YTO TMPOXKUII TONTYIO KHU3Hb. 51 60tock 3a Te0s1. Kro craneT TBoel omopoi, Koraa st HOKHHY 3TOT
Mup?

— Ecnu BB HE ympeTe 10 Tex 1op, [0Ka 51 HE CTaHy CYacTIMBa, TO S HE CTaHy MUCKATh CYACThs,
U BbI Oy/IeTe JKUTH €111 OYEHbB JO0JT0, — CKa3ana AHailsl U ylIbpIOHYIach.

— U TbI 3acTaBUIIb CTApUKA MYUYUTHCS €IIE 10JITHE TOAbI? — CIPOCUI KHS3b.

AHaiisi CMyTHJIACh.

— Her, neBouka, He MOs ’KH3Hb Ba)kKHA TENEPb, a TBOS. S MPOXKWII HA 3TOM cBeTe OOJIbLIE CTa
JIeT ¥ yBepsto TeOs — 51 ObuT cyacTuB. Teneps NpuIia TBOS OYepe/ib.

— Sl nonumaro Bac, neAylika, — ckazana AHals ¥ NONIaInIIa CTapHUKa IO PyKe.

— Bot u xopomio, — orBetun Ota, — a Teneps JAaBail TOroBopuM o tede.

— YTO BBI XOTUTE yCIbIIATh? — AHAlS YIUBIEHHO IOCMOTpEIA HA KHSA3S.

— BbI ke Bce 000 MHE 3HaeTe.

— Mosxer, Tak, a, MOXKET, U HET, — 0To3Bajicst OTa, — sl XOTh U HE BCTAIO C [TOCTEJIN MOCIEIHNE
JIBa Mecs1a, HO BCE K€ BUXKY, UTO YTO-TO U3MEHUIIOCH.

— U uto xe? — cnpocuiia AHaiisi, CMyIIEHHO OITyCTHUB B3IVISI.

— BoT Tl MHE U pacckaxu, — npeanoxun Ora.

AHalisl He moJHMMaIa IJ1a3, CJIOBHO MbITA’ach CKPBITh OT KHSI35 TO, YTO OH MOT 3aMETUTh B
ee B3MIIE.

29



E. JloryHoB. «Taynoc. KHura nepsasi. CeBepHbIi BETEP»

Hacrtynuna tuimmHa. AHaiis cMoTpena Ha IUIUIYI[Me OTOHBKH CBEUEH U 0 4YEM-TO Jymala.
Ota BHUMaTEIbHO ciieau 3a Hell. OH YyBCTBOBAJ, YTO OHA CTPAJAET, U OYE€Hb XOTEJ IOMOYb.

— Pacckaxxu MHE 0 CBOUX JIpY3bsiX, — IIONPOCUJI KHSI3b, HAPYILIUB 3aTAHYBIIYIOCS May3y, — C
KOTOPBIMHM ThI MPHIILIA CIOJA TOJ] Ha3al.

— Wx 30ByT Cenrraii u Xanamu, oHu Opatbsi. Bl Beqp 3HaeTe, — ckazaja OHa TUXUM I'PyCT-
HBIM T'OJIOCOM.

— 3Hato, — npousHec Ota, — HO €CTh UTO-TO, YEro s He 3Hato. [locne ux oTbesna Thl CUIBHO
u3MeHunack. [Ipennonarato, 4To nepeMeHsl CBA3aHbl UMEHHO C 3TUM.

— BbI npaBbl, — AHaiis B30XHYJIa U IOBEPHYJIAch K KHA3I0, — OyJeT JIydllle, €Cliu 51 BCe BaM
paccKaxy.

N Amnaiis moBegana Ote 0 TOM, 4TO IPOU3OIILIO C HEH 3a MOCIEAHUE JABa TO/1a U O TOM, UTO
3acTaBlIseT €€ TaK CTpajarh U UCcKaTh ofuHOo4ecTBa. Ee paccka3 Obul HOAPOOHBIM U KPACOYHBIM H,
ciymrast Anaitro, Orta Bce JydIie OHUMAa, HACKOJIBKO TTyOOKO 3aTpOoHYJa JTF000Bb CEpIIle ITOU
JIeBYIIIKH M KaK My4YHTEIbHA [T Hee pa3iryka ¢ mo0umbiM. Korna AHaiist 3akoHYHIIA CBOM pacckas,
Orta 3aMeTu1, KaK JIB€ CJI€3MHKU CKaTUIIMCh I10 €€ IIeKaM U ynaiu Ha oaexay. OHa ¥ cama 3ameTuiia
9TO U MONBITANIACH HE3aMETHO BBITepeTh Iaza. OqHako OTta, He Kenast, YTOObl AHals 3aMKHYJIach
B CBOMX BOCIIOMUHAHUSX, PELINI IPOJOIKUTH Pa3roBOp:

— 3Ha4uT, Balll HACTaBHUK rocnoAnH Exou nopyunn CeHrTaro JOCTaBUTh MHUCbMO HEKOEMY
rocioguny laprony?

— Jla, — KOpOTKO OTBETHIJIa AHAMsI K1 CHOBA BBITEpJIA IJ1a3a PYKaBOM.

— CrpanHo, — 3aayMuuBO nipousHec OTa, — moueMy k€ Bbl Cpazy HE HAIPaBUIKCH B Taynmoc
Kk umneparopy? Uro 3acraBuno CeHrrasi BBIOpaTh 3TOT MyTh, BEAYLIUI B CTOPOHY OT CTOJMIIbI
umnepun?

— He 3naro, HaBepHO, Tak Besen rocnoand Exoun, — npeanonoxuna AHaiis.

— Bunumo, na. Tl 3Haenb, — Ota TpoHyn AHaiio 3a pyKy, IPUBJIEKas €€ BHUMaHUe, — s He
TOBOPHJI TeOE paHbIlle, HO s1 MHOTO JIET OBLT 3HAKOM C rocroguHoM Exown.

— IIpaBna? — AHaiis moBepHysach K KHs310. — [louemy ke Bbl HE cka3aiu MHE paHbliie?

— B ronoBy He npuxoanio, 4yTo A Teds 3To OyIeT Tak BakHO, — OTa moXal Iiedamu.

— Yo BbI 3HaeTe 0 Exoun? — cnpocuiia AHaiis.

— He tak y 1 MHOT0, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO MbI ObLIIM 3HAKOMBI, KayKETCsl, LIETYI0 BEUHOCTb.
Exou Obl11 JOBOJIBHO CTPaHHBIM, MOXKHO CKa3aTh, TAMHCTBEHHBIM, HO OJTHO sl MOT'Y CKa3aThb TOYHO
— OH OBIT YEIOBEKOM TOOPBIM, MYIPBIM M OJIarOPOIHBIM.

— Jla, — npousHecna AHaiisl, conIamasich ¢ KHA3EM, — a €11le OH ObUI Yy/I€CHBIM LIEJIUTEIIEM.
Ecnu 661 0H ObLI 5kMB, TO HEIPEMEHHO BbLIEUN Obl Bac, AETYyIIKA.

Orta ynsIoHymnCs:

— He 6ynem 06 sTom. HUKTO He B cuiiax OTBpaTuTh CTapOCTh.

— Xanp, 4TO MBI HE 3HaEM HUYETO O rocrnoaunHe J[aprone, — ckazana AHaiisl TOCIE KOPOTKOM
nay3bl.

— Bborock, 4TO 5TO MBI HHYEro He 3HaeM, a BOT CeHrrai, BUAUMO, YTO-TO 3HAET, — OTO3BAJICS
Ora.

— BbI Tak nymaere? — AHalis IpUCTaJIbHO TOCMOTpEIIA EMY B IVIa3a.

— Jla. Exou He cTan O HOCHUIATH CBOETO JIYUIIETr0 YU€HUKa HEU3BECTHO Ky/1a, YTOObI HAUTH
Heu3BecTHO Koro. Jlymato, koe-uto Exoun ycnen pacckasars CeHITaro nepea cMepTbio, — OTBETHII
Ora.

— Torma moyemMy OH HUYETO HE CKa3aj HU MHE, HM XaHaMH? — yIUBJICHHO cripocuia AHaisl.

— HaBepHo, Tak xoten Bam yuutenb. MHe KakeTcs, OH 3apaHee OINpeNeinl Ballly IyTH.
XaHaMmHu JTOJKEH OBbLT OTIIPaBUTHCS K uMmneparopy, Cenrrait — Haiitu Jlaprona, a Tl — OCTaThCA
3/1€Ch.
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— Crpanno, ecu CeHrraid ObUT ero JIIOOUMBIM YYEHUKOM, MTOYEMY K€ OH OTIIPABHJI €T0 B
TaKO€ OIaCHOE MECTO KaK 3TOT JIEC. .., — AHaiisl bITalach BCIOMHUTh Ha3BaHUE.

— 51 He cka3an TFOOUMBIM, S CKa3all JIydIInM, — TIONIPABHII €€ KHS3b.

— A kakas pazHuna? — AHaiisi TocMoTpesa Ha CTapuKa C YIUBICHUEM.

— Buaumis n1u, 1714 JIFOOMMBIX BBIOMPAIOT CaMOE XOpOIIIee, a JIsl TYUIINX — CaMO€ TPYAHOE, —
00bsicaun Ora.

I'maza AHalin OKpyIJIMIIUCE.

— 3HauuT, — CKa3aJia OHa JPOKALIUM OT BOJIHEHMsI roocoM, — CeHrrail MokeT NoruOHyTh?

Ora TsKeNo B3IOXHYII:

— K coxanenuto, 1 He 3Hato, 0 yeM aymai Exou, korna npocust CeHrras OTIpaBUThCS B JIeC
[Nakxu, HO AyMaro0, OH He cTall Obl IOCHUIATH €70 Ha BEPHYIO CMEPTh.

— A uto 370 32 nec? [louemy ero Tak GosiTcsi? — cripocuia AHaiisi, eBa He Ij1aJa.

Ota Haxmypuics:

— 5 capian o Hem He MHOTO. Crbllaji, YTO KOTAA-TO TaM KUJIM HapoAbl TApOB, BEJTUKUE
OXOTHMKH, HE 3Harouue crpaxa. Ho oHaXXpl 4TO-TO CIy4YMIIOCh, YTO UMEHHO — 51 HE 3HAI0, J1a U
HUKTO HE 3HaeT. DTO ObUIO OYEHb JIJABHO, KOT/IA €I11€ Mpaie]] MOEro Mpajesia He MOsBUJICS Ha CBET.
Torna xoaunu ciyxu, uto B jiecy ['akxu nocenuics yxac. Bee )xuBoe NoKHHYJI0 T€ MECTa, U Jaxe
JIepeBbs HE J1aBajn OoJbIle TUION0B. Taphl OeKaal U3 TEX MECT, TOHUMbIE HEOOBSICHIMBIM CTpa-
xoM. OHHU nepenuiu Db, NEPECEKIN PAaBHUHY U MMOCEIWINCH B Jlecax BJOJb pycia Ta, nonanbiie
ot 3Toro rubsnoro mecra. Ceiluac TOJIBKO CAaHWIJIBI — CKOTOBOZBI M 3€MJIETALLIIBI — KUBYT BJIOJIb
OeperoB Dib, HO JJaXKe UX MOCEJIEHUSI CTOSIT JAJIEKO OT OIYIIKH MEPTBOIO JIeca.

— XaHaMH TOBOPWJI, YTO ATO JieC ONyXAArONIMX TEHEHW, — cKazajna AHais, HEOXHJIaHHO
BCIIOMHUB €T0 CJIOBA.

— Jla, s TO)Ke CIIbIIIal 3T0 Ha3BaHUe, — oTBeTHI OTa.

— A 4T0 3TO 3a TeHH? — cpocuiia AHaus.

— K0 3naet, — OTa noxain riedaMu, — TOBOPSIT, YTO 3TO TCHH U3 ITTyOUHBI BEKOB, TEHU 3a0bI-
TBIX LIUBUJIM3ALINM, 3aTEPSIHHBIX B IOTOKE BPEMEHU, HO TOYHO HUKTO HE MOXKET CKa3arh.

— A eme XaHaMu cKa3all, YTO HUKTO HE MOYKET BEpPHYTbCSI U3 3TOTO Jieca, — AHalis Bcs cxa-
Jach OT cTpaxa.

— Korna yexan Cenrraii? — cripocun Ora.

— B cepeaune BecHbl, — OTBETHIIa AHals.

— Bunumo, B Hauane sieta oH yxe qoopaics 10 ['akxu, — pa3MbIUIsIT BCIyX KHS3b.

— Y10 3TO 3HAUUT? — cpocuia AHalis.

— Oto 3Ha4uT, yTo CeHrrail y)xe noimkeH ObUT BepHYThes, — OTa mocMoTpen Ha AHaiilo U
n00aBwII, — OOFOCH, YTO €CJIM OH HE BEpHETCS Yepe3 O ro/la, TO He BEPHETCS HUKOT/IA.

AHalis B3IpOrHyJia, U €€ I1a3a BHOBb HAMIOJHMWINCH ciae3aMu. OTa B3s1 €€ 3a PyKy:

— IIpoctu MeHs, HO g HE X0ouy /AaBaTh TeOe J0kKHYI0 Haaexay. Ho He 3a0biBaii 1 0 TOM, UTO
BCE eIIle MOXKEeT 000UTHCH. ThI TOJDKHA BEPUTh.

[Tocne nonyHoun AHaiis BepHyJachk B CBOI JOMUK U jieria B noctenb. OHa mporuiakaia BCro
HOYb, YTKHYBILIHUCH JIMIIOM B TIOAYLIKY, U JINIIb KOTJIA [IEPBBIE JIyUH COJIHLIA OKPACHJIK HEOO B PO30-
BbI LIBET, COH 3aBiajiell e10. Tak Havasucs NsATHaALAThIN AeHb Mecsla Oeoro CoMHua.
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maBsa 3

Kozoa Hacmynaem 0€Hb, Uu AApKo ceemum corye,
A BUIHCY, KAK OZPOMEH MUp, 8 KONMOPOM Mbl HCUBEM.
U monvro ¢ HacmynjieHuem Hodu,

Ko020a ceem COJIHYA CMeHAemcs meMHomoﬁ,

A NOHUMAN0, Ymo 2no He mdak.

XonoaHbIN BeTep rHajl Ty4H 1o HeOy. JIMCThs AepeBbEB TPEBOXKHO IIYPINATIH, U BBICOKAS
TpaBa CKJIOHSJIACh /IO CaMOH 3eMJIM. DTOT BeTep ObUI SIBIIEHUEM JOBOJIBHO PEAKUM B KOHIIEBECHBI.
Ho umeHHO OH siBisics yOeIUTENbHBIM JI0KAa3aTeIbCTBOM TOTO, YTO HET HUYETO MOCTOSHHOTO B
9TOM MHpE.

CBHMHILIOBBIE Ty4M, KaK CTaJ0 UCIyTaHHBIX XUBOTHBIX, CTPEMHUTEIBHO HECIIUCH HA 3amafj,
TyZa, IJe nocpeau MpadqHoro jeca ['akxu Bossblmanace CymepedHas ropa, OKyTaHHas BEYHOU
MIIoH. I'ycTol TymMaH, MOKpHIBAIOILUI €€ KPyThle CKIIOHBI, KIIyOUJICS ITPU MOPBIBAaX BETPa, IBUTA-
sICb OTPOMHOM Cepoii Maccoi, Tak 4TO CO CTOPOHBI Ka3anock, Oyaro cama CymepeuHas ropa, ycTas
OT BEYHOH HETOABWKHOCTH, IIPUILLJIA B IBUKEHUE U MBITAETCS NOKUHYTH CBOE )KYTKOE MECTO.

HNMeHHO Tam, B HeApax 3TOH TOpbl, NMOCPEIU XOJIOAHOM NEIIEephl, TyCKIO OCBELICHHON
OTHAMHM (paxesnoB, cTos1 CeHrrai, cienaBIni MOCIeJHUN ar Ha ITyTH CBOETO JIOJITroro U omnac-
HOTO ITyTEIIECTBUS.

Brisigeiascs B nostympak nemepsl, CeHrrai 3aMeTHII CUIy 3T YEJIOBEKa, CUICBILETO B JaJlb-
HeM yniny. THIIMHY Hapyllano JIMLIb TUXO€ MOTpecKuBaHue ropsmux (axenoB. CeHrrail koie-
Oacs, He 3Has, YTO €My JieJlaTh: OKIMKHYTh HE3HAKOMLIA, €CJIU TOT €11 HE 3aMEeTHJI €ro MPHUCYT-
CTBUS, MJIU JK€ MOJIYa CTOSITh, O’KUJasi, KOrna ero 3ameTar. CeHrrail moHec pyKy KO pTy ¥ IPOMKO
KalUIAHYJI. DX0 MPOKaTWIOCH 0 MENIepe, OTPA3UBIIUCH OT CTEH, M 3aTUXJIO IJE-TO BBICOKO IOJ
cBogamu. Ho yenoBek, cuasiuii B yriny, Ka3anock, 3Toro He 3ameTui. CeHrTaii Obli B HEJIOyMEHHH.
ITocrosiB emie MUHYTY, OH peIIniCs NOAONTH OIMKe, HO CTOMJIO €My CIeNaTh Iar, Kak U3 TEMHOTO
yIila BAPYT pa3ajcs rojaoc:

— He nano, 6mke He nmoaxonu.

Cenrraii B3ApOrHYJ ¥ OTIIATHYJICS, HO TYT K€, COOPaBIIMCH C MBICIISIMHU, IPOU3HEC!

— IIpocrute, s HE XOTEN Bac MOTPEBOXKUTH, IPOCTO MHE I10KA3aJI0Ch, YTO BBl MEHS HE 3aMe-
TUIIH.

— He 3ametun? — ycnpiuan B otBeT CeHITau.

— 51 Tebs He 3aMeTHI? — TAMHCTBEHHBIN cOOeCeTHUK ObLT IBHO YAUBIIEH U BAPYT pPacCMesIcs.
CwMex ero ObLT HACTOIBKO T'POMKUM, 4TO CeHrTail BTSIHYJ TOJIOBY B IUIEYH M MONSATHICS Ha3al. Emy
II0KA3aJ10Ch, YTO KAMEHHBIE CTEHBI PYXHYT OT 3TOT'0 3ByKa M HaBCErJa IOXOPOHAT 31€Ch U €r0, U
3TOr0 CTPAHHOTO yesnoBeka. Ho He3HakoMel] TOBOJIBHO OBICTPO YCIIOKOUIICS.

— Kyna e 1617 — cripocui oH, Buas, 4To CeHrrail MeJUIEHHO OTXOAUT Ha3a.l.

— Huxkyna. S Hukyna He yxoxy, — OblcTpo ckazan CeHrrai, MOHSB, YTO MONAJ B JOBOJIBHO
IJIYTIO€ MOJI0XKEHHUE.

— TbI paccMenmni MeHs, — IPOJOJKHUII HE3HAKOMELL, — KaK, Thl TOBOPHILB, TBOE UMs? CeHr-
Tan?

— Jla.

—Uro x, CeHrraii, gaBaif BepHEMCsI K TOMY, 4TO IIPUBEJIO TeOs croAa.

Cenrrail yBuz€el, Kak 4€JI0BEK BCTAJl M MEIJIEHHO JBUHYJICS HAaBCcTpeuy. Elie mar, 1 oH oka-
3ascs B cBete (akenoB. Tonpko Teneps CeHrrail cMor pa3nisaeTb cBoero codeceanuka. MM oka-
3aJICsI CTApUK B JUTMHHOM CEepoM OajtaXoHe, OANOSICAaHHOM TOHKUM KOXKaHbIM IIHYpKOM. J[JTMHHbIE
celble BOJIOCHI OITyCKAJIUCh Ha €ro MIMPOKUE IJIeYH, a ycbl U Ooposaa noctaBainu 1o nosca. Cra-
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pUK ObUI BBICOKOTO pOCTa, IPUMEPHO Ha MOJToJIOBHI Bhillie CeHrTas, cyxoBar, HO Kpemnok. JIumo
ctapuka CeHrTail He ycIea XOpoIlIo pacCMOTPETh B TYCKJIOM CBETE (DaKeIoB, HO OHO MOKa3aJloCh
€My CTPOTUM U CIIOKOMHBIM. A €llle IOHOIIAa 3aMETHJI, YTO CTApUK CTapajicsi HE CMOTPETh B IVla3a
cobecemuuky. OH b pa3 Opocut ObIcTpsIi B3N HAa CeHrTast ¥ cpasy oTBen rmia3a. Ho crommno
JIM IPUAABATh ATOMY 3HaueHHEe? Y Ka)kJ0ro 4eJl0oBEeKa CBOU OCOOEHHOCTH.

— T cka3ai, 4To MpUHEC MUCHMO, — IPOU3HEC CTAapUK. — [ 11e sxe oHO?

— VY mens, — orBets1 CeHrrai.

— Torna naBaii ero, — cTapuk MpOTSHYIN PYKY.

Pyxka Obliia Kpenkoi, ¢ ATMHHBIMU Y3JI0BATHIMM NaJIblIaMU U TEMHOM OOBETPEHHOM KOXKEH,
HOKPBITON NTyOOKMMU MopiinHamMu. Ha nafgoHsax u kocramikax nanplieB CeHrrail yBuaen MO30Ju,
KOTOPBIE CBUICTEIILCTBOBAJIM O TOM, YTO TH PYKH HE 00STCS TsSHKETIOH paboThl M 10 CUX TOp HE
3HAIOT MTOKOS, HECMOTPS Ha IMOYTEHHBIN BO3pacT X Xo3siuHa. He oTpsiBas B3misaa ot pyku, CeHr-
Tail HEMHOT'O OTKJIOHMJICS Ha3aJ U CKa3all:

— IIpocTtuTte, HO 51 HE MOTY OT/IaTh BaM MHUCHMO.

— Ilouemy xe? — cripoCcHil CTapuK, OILYCTUB PYKY.

— Buaure 11, oHO NpeiHa3HaYeHo TOCHoANHY J[aproHy, U s MOTY IEpeaTh €ro TONbKO EMY
Y TOJIBKO JINYHO B PyKH, — OTBETUI CEHITail U MHOTO3HAYUTEIBHO [TIOCMOTPEI Ha CTapuKa.

Tot HaxMypuIICs 1, TOBEpHYBIINCH O0KkOM K CeHrTaro, 0 4eM-To 3aaymaics. CeHrraii Hero-
JIBUKHO CTOSUT pSAOM M kaan. Hakonen, crapuk ckasait:

— S BUXKyY THI TOBOJILHO CMBINLIEHBIN napenb, Cenrrail. Hy 4to &, — cTapuk npoBen pykoit
1o 60poze, — BUANMO, HET CMbICIIA CKPBIBATHCS U CTOUT NMPU3HATH: Thl MEHS YIUBUJI CBOEH CMEJIO-
CTBIO U HaxomuuBOCThIO. J[a-a! — crapuk npuiypui ma3. — JlaBHO 51 He BcTpeyas TaKuX JIOBKUX
Y HACTOMUYMBBIX MOJIOJIBIX JIFOJEH.

Cenrraii, Moua, cMOTpeI1 Ha ctapuka. Ho rmpu 3ToM 4yBCTBOBAJI HapacTarolllee BOJIHEHUE,
BBI3BAHHOE CJIOBaMU HE3HAKoMmIla. 1 BHOBb 3aTeIUIAIach HAAEKA, YTO JOJATUN U TPYIHbBIA MYTh,
KOTOPBII OH mpoaenat, nmpoiias ot xpama Beunoro Conana 1o CymepedHoii ropel, He ObLT Harpac-
HbIM. B 3TO Bpems crapuk, He criemia, nojomen kK CeHrraio 1 npousHec:

— Buaumo, npunuio Bpems npeactaButhes. S — rocnogus Japros, ToT caMmblid, KOTOPOTO ThI
uckai. [lozapapmsio Teds, Mot MaeHbKUIN APYT, — OH noxJjomnai CeHrras 1o 1mjiedy, — Thl BHIIOTHHII
HOCJICHIOIO BOJIIO CBOETO YUMUTEJIS.

Cenrraii cioBHO okameHen. Ceifuac, Korjga OH, HaKOHEL, JOCTUT CBOEH LIEIH, EMY MOYEMY-
TO OBUIO OYEHB TPYAHO B 3TO MOBEPHUTH. MBICIN MyTAINCh, U CEPIe OMIOCH, CIOBHO INTHUIIA B
kjeTke. CeHrrail He MOT MOHSATh, IOYEMY K€ UMEHHO ceidac, KOIjia Bce TPYAHOCTHU M03a1H, EMY
BAPYT CTaJ0 Tak TpeBOKHO? [loueMy B KOHIIE Iy TH TaK XOUeTCsl ONNIAHYThCs Ha3az? M BHe3anHo OH
HOHSUI, YTO MPONUIECHHBIN MyTh, HECMOTPS Ha BCE TPYAHOCTU U OMACHOCTH, BCE XKe OB €ro Mpou-
JneHHbIM TTyTeM. OH ObLT YacThIO €r0 KU3HU, BO3MOXKHO, HE CAaMOM JTydIllel, HO 3aTO YK€ U3BECT-
Hoii. HeusBecTtHOCTh TpeBoxkuiia. Panbie oH He 3agymMbiBaics o0 3ToM. bynyiee ka3anocs emy
JAJIeKUM U HEOmpeeIeHHbIM, HO ceiiuac CeHrrai cTosul Ha mopore cBoero Oymyiiero. CioBHO
IPO>KUB MHOTO JIET B OJJHOM JIOME U HM pa3y HE MOKUHYB €ro MPeeibl, OH BAPYT OTKPBLI IBEPH, U
CBEXMUI BeTep BOPBAJICS B IOM, IIPUHECS C cOOO0 HOBBIE 3amaxu U 3Byku. [Ipuiuia nopa crenars
BBIOOpP MEX/1y TEM, C UEM OH JKHJI BCIO )KM3Hb U YTO OBUIO €MY XOPOILIO 3HAKOMO, U TEM, YTO 0XKU-
JIaJI0 €r0 TaM, 3a IaJIe€KUM TOpU30HTOM Ipsaayuux nHed. Ho Cenrraii He ObUI TOTOB cJ1e1aTh BHIOOD.

C TpyaoM OTOrHaB TSXKEJbIE MBICTIH, OH MOMbITAJICS COCPEAOTOUUTHCS Ha MIPOUCXOAIIEM. A
B 9TO BpeMs J[aproH CTOsUT psiIoM ¥ HAOJTIOAAIT 32 BHYTPeHHEH 00ph00i CeHrTast, M KOTa, HAKOHETI,
Cenrraii BepHyJics K pealibHOCTH, JlaproH cnpocuit:

— Mory s Noxy4YuTh NUCbMO, KOTOPOE Thl MHE MpUHEC?

— Jla-na, xoneuno! Bor oHO, Bo3bMuTe, — CeHITail MOCHEIIHO JA0CTal OOJNBIION KOHBEPT
C TI€YaThI0 U MPOTSAHYI ero Jlaprony, — U3BHHUTE, 5 3aayMaJCs, — JOOABWI OH U C TIOYTCHHEM
MOKJIOHUJICSL.
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JlaproH menneHHo B3sul mUchbMo U3 pyk CeHrrasl.

— Huuero crpamisoro, JroasM CBOMCTBEHHO MHOTA TyMaTh, — CKa3ajl OH, OTXO/S B CTOPOHY
U U3BJIEKas COAEPKUMOE U3 KOHBEPTA.

Pa3BepHyB nucT xentoit Oymaru, ciiokeHHbII nonosuam, J{apron Opocuin B3I Ha aKKypat-
HBIE CTPOKH U CHOBA CJIOXMI ero. He o0opadunBasice, OH Mpou3HeC:

— Tel Moxemb pacronararbes, Haiim cebe ymoOHoe MmecTto. Tebe mpuaercss MpoBECTH
HECKOJIbKO JHEW y MeHs B roctsaix. Ham Heo0xoaumMo 0 MHOTOM IOTOBOPUTH, MPEXKAE YEM Thl
yiiznenib, a s noka MpoyTy MOCIaHUE TBOETO YUUTES.

— Xoporio, — orBeTrs1 CeHrrail, — Kak Bam OyJIeT YrofaHO.

JlaproH cHsUI cO cTeHBI (hakesl ¥ YCTAaHOBWII €r0 B TaJlbHEM YTy, T cuneln, korga Cenrrai
HOSABUJIICS 371eCh. TaM cToss10 00JIBIIOE IEPEBSIHHOE KPECIIO, 3aCTEIEHHOE IKYpOoi MenBeas. Pagom
HaXO/MJIach KPOBATh C COJIOMEHHBIM MaTpacoM M OAESJIOM U3 TOJCTOH IpyOoit TkaHu. bomnbme B
neliepe HUYero He ObLIO.

JlaproH >kui1 OAMH U TOCTEN SIBHO HE %k /aJl, 1o3ToMy CeHITaro NpUILIOCh COOPYKaTh HEKOE
nogobue KpoBatu camomy. 3a yectHuneid CeHrrail 0OHapyXui OOJIBIIYIO OXalKy XBOPOCTa, B
KOTOPOW OBLIH U eIlle COBCeM cBexne BeTKU. CoOpaB HEOOXOAMMOE KOIHMYECTBO, OH OTHEC UX B
IPOTUBOMNONIOKHBIN 0T Jlaprona mycryrouuii yroa. CopocuB BeTku Ha 1o, CeHrrail jocran u3
CBOEH MOXOTHOM CYMKH OJIESJI0 U MTOJIOKHUIT €70 CBEPXY, PUKAB MO KpassM HEOOIBIIMMHU IJIOCKUMU
kamHsiMH. [lomydnsack, ObITh MOXKET, HE caMasi MsITKast ¥ y00Has1, HO, Bce ke, KpoBaTh. CeHrran
OCTOPOXKHO CEJI Ha Hee, a 3aTEM MEJIEHHO OTKUHYJICS Ha CIUHY. TOHKHE yIPyTrHe BETKU KOJIOJINChH
CKBO3b ofiesuio. «Huuero, 3a HOUb BCE MPUMHETCS U CTAHET ropaszo ynobHee, — nogyman CeHr-
Tail. — Tompko ObI HEe OBUIO CIMIIKOM XOJIOIHO B ATOH IEIIepe».

Ho xomnonno B nemepe He 6bu10. Hanpotus, ¢ kax ot munyToit CeHrraii Bce 60IbIIe morpy-
JaJics B OIYIIEHHE TEIjia U MOKOs,, KOTOPOE€ UCXOAMIIO OT CTE€H U MoTojiKa. OH 4yBCTBOBaJ, Kak
MIPOBAJIMBACTCSIB 3a0BIThE, MAHAIIEE CBOCH OE3MATEIKHOCTHIO.

[Tapy pa3 ycunuem Boiu CeHrTail mbITajcs BbIPBATHCS U3 3TOIO COCTOSIHUS U BEPHYTHCA K
peanbHOCTH, HO YEM CUJIBHEE OH CTapajcs, TEM TpyJHEE ObLIIO ATO CAENAaTh, U YK€ UEPE3 UETBEPTh
yaca CeHrrail 0cTaBuJ CBOM O€3HAAEKHbIE ONBITKU U YCHY. OH OyzieT craTh 0o U CIIOKONHO,
Y HUUTO HE OTPEBOXUT €T0 COH, KOTOPBIM Tak HY>KEH ObLT eMy ceifuac.

Jlox1aBIIMCH [TOKA €T0 TOCTh YCHET, JlaproH oTkpbll mucbkMo. OH CHOBA TOCMOTPEIT HA aKKY-
paTHO BBIBEJCHHBIC CJIOBA, 3allOJIHMBIIHME JUCT *)eatod Oymaru. Ha mrHoBenue Jlapron orsen
I1a3a U 3aayMajicsi, CJIOBHO MbITasCh yrajaarb, 4TO OBLJIO HAMCAHO B 3TOM IMHUCHME, CTABILUM
HOCJICAHUM B JKU3HM HacTaBHUKa Xxpama Beunoro Connua. Ho uepe3 mur oH cHOBa onycTui Ivas3a
Y 1IEJIMKOM NOTPY3UJICS B UTEHUE.

W3 nucema rocnionnHa Exou:

«... Moii moporoii 6par. [Ipoctu, uro gaBHO He mucan Tede. Tenepb y MEHS €CTh BO3MOXK-
HOCTh UCTIPaBUTH 3TO, HO, K COXAJICHHIO, ITOBOA JUIA NMUChMa HE caMblii pusATHBIN. HemoOpsie
NPeAYyBCTBUS, BBI3BAHHBIC CTPAHHBIMHU COOBITHAMU, TPEBOXKAT MEHS, U I HE 3HAI0, YTO MHE JIENIaTh.
He npencrasisito, kak 00bACHUTH TeOE, HO TyMalo, Thl BCE IOWMEIIIb CaM.

MeHns He MOKUJAEeT YyBCTBO, UYTO 3a MHOH cieastT. OHO MOSBUIIOCH HECKOJBKO JIET Ha3al.
CHauana s He HpuJaBal TOMY 3HAYEHHs, HO MO3AMPOILION 3MMOM, OKOJO MOJIYHOUW 27 IHSA
MecsIa CTaporo CHera, sl BBIIIEN Ha YJIHILy, YTOOBI TOCMOTPETh Ha JIyHY U BIOXHYTH CBEXETO
MOPO3HOTO BO3JyXa nepel cCHOM. W JuIlb TONBKO S CTYMWIJ 3@ MOPOT, KaK B3IVISA MOW YIOBHII
€/1Ba 3aMETHYI0 T€Hb, METHYBILYIOCS OT CTEHbl Xpama B JiecHyto yanly. CHauana s, He 00paTuB
BHUMAaHUS Ha OJHO BaXHOE 0OCTOSATENBCTBO, PELIMII, YTO ATO pa300MHUK MbITAICS MOKUBUTHCS
4eM-HUOYIb U3 YTBapH, CII0)KEHHOM y CTEHBI, KaKk pa3 B TOM MecTe, rje oH npsraics. K Ham gacto
3a0penaroT pa3Hble JIIOAU U, K COXKaJIEHMIO, HE BCE OHU MPUXOIAT ¢ AoOpom. Ho morom, cnycrs
HECKOJIbKO HEJIENb, sl BAPYT CHOBA BCIIOMHUJI ATOT ciayyail. M 3Haems, uyto Toraa s 3ametun? Yoe-
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rasi, TanHCTBECHHBIHN MPpUIICIICI] HC BCIIYTHYJT HA OI[HOI7[ ITUIBI, @ BEAb UX OYCHb MHOT'O B OKPECT-
HBbIX JIECaX.

TOFI[a-TO s W IOYYBCTBOBAJI HCJIAAHOC. Kto Mmor HoubIO ABUIaTbCA IO JICCY Tak, 4TOOBI HU
OJlHA IITHUIA HE 3aMETHUIA 3TOro?

[Tono3penwust 3akpauchk B MOE CEepALIE, U s cTal Ooee BHUMaTeeH. Takxke s BCMOMHUII, KaK
KOraga-To Thl, 6paT, npeaynpexiail MCHA, YTO HC CTOUT IMoJiararb, 6YZ[T0 IMpOoHIOC JICTKO OTIIYCTUT
MCHsA, 1 HAO0 OBITHL OOJIEE CKPBITHBIM B CBOUX [[eflCTBI/ISIX, HO TOJIBKO TCIICPD A IMOHsJI, KaK ThI ObLI
npas.

[Tocune Toro ciry4das st 60JbIIe HUKOT/IA HE BUJIEN STUX JIFOICH, HO TTOPOI OYCHB SICHO OIIYIIAIT
HUX HCBUAWMOC INPUCYTCTBUC. He 3Har, Kak O6’I)$ICHI/ITI), HO MHE Bce OOJIbIIIEe KaXETCA, 4TO OHHU
IMPUXOIAT Croaa HE 3ps. I[YMaIO, O9THU TaMHCTBCHHBIC BU3UTHI BBI3BAHBI BOBCEC HE J'IIO6OHI)ITCTBOM,
¥ MHE CTPAIIIHO MOYMaTh O TOM, KaKyI0 IIeJIb OHH MTPECIIEYIOT.

[Tumry Tebe 0 CBOMX MOJO3PEHHIX BOBCE HE OTTOTO, YTO s HamyraH. CunTaro HeOOXOAMMBIM
CO00IUTH 00 3TOM Ha TOT CJIy4aid, €CIIH MPOU30UIET TO, YETO MbI HE OKUAEM.

[Tochutaro 3T0 MMCBMO ¢ MOMM JIy4IIUM y4eHHKOM. [IprMu ero pagymHo, a eciv BApYyT MOU
oraceHust cOyayTcs, TO M03a00ThCsl O HEM TaK, Kak 1mo3a0oTwiICcs Okl 000 MHE.

C yBaxxeHueM TBOM Opat Exou.

Tpunanuateiii 1eHb Mecsia o6emoro connia. 2850 rom»

[Ipounrtas nucemo, J[aproH cBepHyJ €ro M IMOJIOKWI Ha KoJieHUu. Ero Juio He BbIpaxkano
HUKaKUX 3MoLuH. Jlapron, Mom4ya, CMOTpea B MOIYTbMY MELIEPHI, AyMas O YEM-TO, U3BECTHOM
TOJILKO €MY OJIHOMY.

[IpocuyBuch, paHo yrpom, CeHrrail 0OHapyX uil, 4YTO KpPOME HETO B IeEIIepe HUKOTO HET.
OrmsiieBIINCH, OH YBUAEH TietoImue yriu koctpa. Cyzs o BceMy, OroHb Iorac rnapy 4acoB Hasal.
B yry, rie crosina kposath Jlaprona, Obuio mycTO, M JIUILIb U3MATHIN COIOMEHHBII MaTpac cBUe-
TEIBCTBOBAJ O TOM, YTO 3[€Ch KTO-TO CIaJl.

Cenrraii mogusuicss Ha HOTH. CHSIB CO CTEHBI TOPSAIINHA (paKel, OH PEIIN BOCIOIb30BATHCS
OTCYTCTBHEM XO35IMHA W OCMOTPETh IOJyullle CBO€ HOBOE mNpucTranuie. «CTpaHHO, KyAa OH
ymen? — nogymain Cenrraid. — 1 BooO1ue, ceityac nenp win Houb?». OTBeTa Ha 3TOT Borpoc CeHr-
Tail Tak U He nonyuwi. [lemepa ObuTa CAMIIKOM TIYOOKO MO 3eMJIeH M HU COJTHEYHBIN CBET, HU
HOYHasl MPOXJ1aJia HE MOIVIM IPOHUKHYTh CIOJA.

[onusiB paxen nHan roinoBoit, CeHrrai nepecek nemepy 1 HeIPHYJ O JECTHUILY, Ty, TIe
HE/IaBHO HaIIen OONBIIyI0 oxanky xBopocTa. [locBetuB, CeHrraii oOHapyKHJI, YTO OHA 3HAYH-
TENbHO yMEHbIINIAach. «BuanMo, cTapuk He cnai BCIO HOUbY», — MOAYMall OH U, COOpaB OCTaTKU
JPOB, OTHEC UX K TOMY MECTY, I7l€ TJIEIH YIJIM HEAABHETO KOCTpA.

Hanomas Betok, CeHrrail ylnokuia UxX HOBepX yIJIeH U, BCTaB Ha KOJIEHU U CKJIOHUBILHUCH J10
caMo¥ 3eMITH, OCTOPOXKHO MOYII. Yepes HECKOIBKO CeKyH T HEOOIbIINE S3bIUKH ITaMEHH, pa30y-
YKEHHBIE €r0 JAbIXaHUEM, ITOTAHYJIUCH BBEPX, CJIOBHO OIIYIIbIBas Cyxue BeTKH. U yxe uepes MUHYTY
KOCTEp BHOBb BECEJIO 3aTpeliall, OCBEllasi CTEHbI neuiepbl. J{0k1aBIINCh, KOTJ1a OTOHb Pa3rOpUTCs
cunbHee, CeHrTail mpuCTyIUI K UCCIIeI0BaHNIO KaMEHHOTO Jioma rocrioanna Jlaprona. [logoiins k
CTEHE, PacrloJIOKEHHO clpaBa OT BX0/1a, OH CTaJjl TILATEIbHO OCMaTPUBATh BCE, YTO MOMAJaI0Ch
Ha IJiasa.

Ho naxonku He BbI3bIBaNIM HHTEpEca. B 0CHOBHOM 3TO ObUIM IIpeIMETHI JOMAIIHEW yTBapU:
KyBIIMHBI, YalllH, JEPEBSIHHBIC JIOKKU U HEKOTOPbIE MHCTPYMEHTBI BPOJIE CTAPOTr0O TYNOIo TOIopa
Y TAKOW K€ CTapOU U TyNOW KUPKH.
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Crnemys Biosb crenbl, CeHrrai qoopaiics 10 yIiia u 31ech Hamen cBsi3ky cTpen. OcMoTpeB
UX, OH OOHAPYKHJI, 9TO CTPEIIbI COBCEM HOBBIe. Bunumo, [lapron nenan ux cam. [lorom roHOIMIA
HoLIEN BJOJb JJIMHHOM CTEHBI, PacloNoKEHHOM MpsAMO HANPOTUB BXOAA. JTO ObUIO MOCIEIHEE
MECTO, I0CTOMHOE BHUMaHUs, IOCKOJIbKY BCE OCTAJILHOE OH YK€ yCIes u3yuuTh. B yriy, cieBa ot
BX0J1a, CTOSUIM KpecyIo U KpoBaTh JlaproHa, a B HECKOJIBKHMX 1Iarax OT HUX Jie)Kaja OXamka XBOpo-
CTa, HAKphITas ofesioM Ha Kotopoi cnan Cenrrait. Jloias 1o cepenunsl cTeHbl, CEHITail HU4ero
He 00Hapy KT, OTHAKO OJIMKE K JIEBOMY yIITy OH 3aMETWJI CTpaHHoe yryonenue. [logaecs daken
no6mmwke, CeHrrTail 3arisiHysl B HUIIY W 3aMep OT M3YMJICHUS M BOCXHILEHHs. B riryOnHe Humm
CTOSUT ACPEBSIHHBIN Py TIIsIp, TOKPHITHIN TEMHBIM JJakoM. CTEHKH QyTIsipa TYCKIO MOOJIECKUBAIH,
oTpakas cBeT (pakesa, a BHyTPH Ha JIByX PE3HBIX IMOJCTaBKaX B pOpMe IPAKOHOB JIexKaT Me4. ITO
ObL1 HeoObIYHBbIN Meu. [1ogo0HbIX emy CeHrTaii emie Hu pasy He Buaen. JIuHHBINA y3KUi KIIMHOK
MOKOWJICA B OT/€JIAHHBIX 30JI0TOM HUTBIO YEPHBIX KOXKaHBIX HOXKHAX. PykosTh 00BHBaja nojaoca u3
TOM 7K€ YEPHOU KOKU. BBUIO B 3TOM Meue 4TO-TO, YTO NMpUTArMBaio B3mad. He noporas oraenka,
Her. CeHrrail Bujen Meuu Kyaa OoJjiee M3bICKaHHBIC, YKPAIICHHBIC IPAroleHHBIMH KaMHSAMHU U
OTIOJMPOBAaHHBIE /10 OliecKa.

B sToMm kimHKe Ob1I0 HEUTO MHOE. JIe3BUe OBUIO CITMIITKOM JJTMHHBIM, O0Jiee MeTpa, U CITHUII-
KOM Y3KHUM, HE IIHpPE IBYX NajbleB. OH OYEHb OTINYAJICS OT OOBIYHBIX MEUEH, IIMPOKUX U KOPOT-
kux. B HeM He Ob110 611€CKa POCKOIIN U 0COOCHHOM KpacoThl, HO CeHITai mouyBCTBOBAJ B KJIMHKE
KaKyl0-TO HEOOBIKHOBEHHYIO CHITY, KOTOpas CTPaHHBIM OOpa3oM COCEICTBOBANA C KaXyIIeHcs
XPYHKOCTBIO U U3SILIECTBOM.

Oxono nomyuyaca CeHrrail pa3misbiBajl 3TOT CTpaHHbINA Med. be3 coMHeHusl, OH npuHajasie-
xan Jlaprony, u mostomy CeHrrail pemmi, 9To KOraa TOT BEPHETCS, OH 0053aTeIbHO MOIPOCHT
paspenieHus MOCMOTPETh MU TOOIIKE.

Opnnaxo BpeMms 1110, Jlaprox He Bo3Bpalaics, a pyku CeHrras uecaauch OT JKEIaHUs B3STh
Meu crapuka. Ho HeoXkuJaHHO OH yCIIbIIIai 3BYK I11aroB, JOHOCUBILUXCS U3 TYHHEIS, BEAYIIETO B
nemiepy. CeHrrail BepHysCsl Ha CBOE MECTO U CTaJl )KJaTh NosiBieHus Jlaproxa.

Uepes mapy MUHYT CTapUK MOSIBUIICS Ha JecTHUIE. OCTaHOBUBLINCH, OH OIVISAEIICS. 3AMETUB
Cenrras, /lapron KMBHYI U BBILLIEN HA CEPEIUHY NEIIEPHI.

— 51 BUXKY, ThI YK€ POCHYJICS, MOM MaJ€HbKUM APYT? — COPOCUI OH.

— Hla, rocniogus JaproH, Toiabko uTo, — oTBeTUS CeHrTaid.

— Torma moMoru MHe, — CKa3ajl CTapuK, U OOJIbINAs BA3aHKa IPOB U J1BA yOUTHIX 3aiflia muier-
HYJIMCh Ha TOJ.

CeHrrait BCKOYMJI ¢ MecTa U Opocwiics K [laprony.

— He Toponuce, Cenrraii, 3aiilibl HUKyJa He YOETYyT, OHU BeJlb MEPTBbIE. J[poBa TOKE HUKY/A
HU AeHyTcs. He crout Tak cnemnTs, — npurosapusai Japron, msas Ha CeHrTas, Korjaa TOT Talluil
JpOBa MO/ JIECTHULLY.

[Tono6pas 3aiitieB, CTapuK OTHEC UX K KOCTPY U OPOCHII PSJIOM.

— Kak Tebe cmanocs? — cnpocuit [lapron, korga CeHrraii, CJI0KUB IpOBa, BEPHYJICS K JOTO-
parouieMy OTHIO.

— Cmacubo, o4eHb xopoiio, — oTBeTua CeHrraid, — BOT TOJIBKO HOYb MPOIILIA CIIHIIKOM
OBICTpO.

— Hous, neHp u emie ogqHa HOYb, — nonpasuia ero Jlaprod. — Tel mpocnan BCIO HOYb, BECh
CJIEYIOIIUI IEHb U CIEIYIOIIYI0 HOUb, — [IOSICHUII OH, — CETOJ{HS TPETUI IEHb TBOETO NPeObIBaHUS
371€Ch.

— He moxer 6b1Th! — CeHrrait ObLT yIMBIICH. — Sl HUKOT/Ia HE CIall TaK JOJITO.

— DTO He Tak Ba)XKHO, — CTAPUK MaxHYJ PYKO, — [JIJaBHOE, YTO COH IOILIEN TeOe Ha MOJb3Y.
Ckaxu, Thl yXKe yCIeJl 03HaKOMUTHCSI C MOUM JIOMOM?
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Cenrraii MO4yBCTBOBAJI, YTO BOIMPOC ATOT OB 3a7aH He 3ps. CHavyama OH XOTEJ COBPATh,
YTOOBI CKPBITH CBOE JFOOOMBITCTBO, KOTOPOE CYMTATIOCH TUIOXUM TOHOM, HO IOYTH Cpasy Hepeay-
MaJl.

— Jla, rocionus Jlapros, B Ballle OTCyTCTBHE, IIOKa Bac He ObLI10... — CeHrrai npitancs o0b-
SICHUTH CBOM JICHCTBUS, HO CJIOB HE HAXOJIHIL.

OH uyBCTBOBaJI €05 ITYNBIM U YKACHO HEBOCIIUTAHHBIM. J|aproH BHUMATEIEHO CIISIHII 32
nosezieHneM CeHrTasi, CIIOBHO MBITAJICS Pa3msiIeTh, YTO MPOMCXOIUT Y TOTO B aymie. HeoxumanHo
OH CKazall:

— JloBOJIBHO, HE CTOUT ONPABIBIBATHECA. Tl HE COBEPILUII HUYETO TypHOTO.

Jlna Cenrrast Takoi IOBOPOT COOBITHI cTajl OOJIBLINM 00JIErYeHUEM, U BCE 7K€ HEOOXOAUMO
OBLIIO XOTSI ObI U3BUHUTHCS.

— IlpocTute MeHs, ecu s TOBeN ce0st HeAOCTOWHO, HO ST IEHCTBUTEIBHO HE XOTEN CIENaTh
HUYETO TUI0XOT0, — Tporu3Hec CeHrTail 1 HU3KO MOKJIOHUIICS.

— S ke ckazai, 4TO HE BUHIO Te€Os1, — moBTopui JlaproH, — 3a0yaemM 00 3ToM.

— Jla, koneuno, mpocture, — CeHrraii CHoBa MOKIOHHJICS.

Hacrtynuna tumuna. Jlapros o uem-to 3aaymaiics, He oOpaiuas BHuManus Ha CeHrrasi, CTo-
SBILIETO B CTOPOHE, HE 3HAsI, YTO JeJIaTh.

Haxonen, Cenrraii BepHYJICS B CBOM YIOJl M CEJl TaM, CTapascCh HE MPUBJIEKATh K ceOe BHU-
Manus. [Iponuio 10BOIBHO MHOTO BpeMEHH, Mpexae 4eM Jlapron HakoHell, HapyIIHJ TUIIHHY:

— Yo x, Cenrraii, npunuia nopa oodenars. Kak To1 cuntaems?

— Jla, KOHEYHO, eciH BaM OyIeT yroaHo!

— Xoporto, — nmpousHec Jlapron, — Toraa s MPUrOTOBIIO CaMOE BKYCHOE MSICO, KOTOPOE ThI
KorJa-1100 mpoOoBasl B CBOEH JKU3HHU, — C THMHU CIIOBAMH CTapUK TOAHSIICS C MECTa U B3I C
noxa 3asiypu TymKkd. OH JOBOJIBHO JIOBKO CHSUT IIKYPKU M BRIOTPOILIMII 00oux 3aiiiieB. Hanuzan
UX Ha BepTel, JlaproH ycTaHOBMIJI €ro HaJa KOCTPOM. 3areM, BEpHYBIIUCH K CBOEH KpOBaTH, OH
J0CTa U3-TI0/1 Hee HeOOIBITYI0 Oy ThUTh C KPaCHOM JKUIKOCTHIO M KOYKAHBIM MEIIOYEK, TIepeBsI3aH-
HBII IIHYpKOM. BepHyBIIHCh K KOCTpy, Japron oTKpbu1 OyTHUIb U IJIECHYJ KHUIKOCTh Ha JPOBA.
OroHb cpazy ke ociaden, u31aB HeIOBOJIBHOE IUTICHNE, M 00JIaYK0 Iapa MOAHSIOCh BBEPX, CKPHIB
Ha MTHOBEHHE 3as9bU TYIIKH. J[aproH MOBEpHY/ BEpTesl U CHOBA TUIECHYI KUAKOCTD U3 Oy THIIH.
CHoBa pa3aaioch NIUICHHUE, | 00JIaYKO Tapa OKyTano Oymymuid ooen. [Tnamst mouTu yracio, JTuiib
u3peKa MpoOuBasCh M3-10JI HAMOKIIHX APoB. JlaproH 3akpbut OyThUIb M IIOCTaBHII €€ Ha MECTO.
B3sB B pyku MemIouex 1 pa3BsizaB €ro, OH JOCTAN OTTYAA TOPCTh U3MEBUEHHBIX CYIICHBIX JIUCTHEB
U KopeHbeB. PacchinmaB ux Ha nanonu, J[aproH mogHec pyky K JIMIy H OCTOPOXKHO TyHYJ. Jlerkas
CMECh cJIeTesa C ero JIQJOHU U OIyCTHJIach Ha ChIpBIE JIpoBa. Uepe3 HECKOIBKO CEKyH]I CH3BIN
JIBIMOK TIOTSIHYJICS BBEPX, IPOITUTHIBAS MSICO MPSHBIM M YAUBUTEIBHO MPUATHBIM 3aI1aXOM.

Haomnronas 3a Jlapronom, Cenrraii He BeIIEpKal U CIIPOCHIT:

— I'msanst Ha Bac, rocnioguH JlaproH, co3naeTcs BlieYamIeHUe, YTO BBl PaHbIIe OBUTH XOPOIIUM
noBapoM. [Tpusnaiitecs, 310 Tak?

[apron 3acMmesuics.

— Moii MasieHbKH ApYT, TOTOB TeOe MPU3HATHCA — s1 HUKOTIA He ObUI MOBApOM, HO J0Jiras
KHU3Hb B OTUHOYECTBE M KEJAaHHE BKYCHO IMOECTh HAYYHUIH MEHS XOPOIIO TOTOBUTH.

— Ho nouemy BbI sxuBeTe oquH? Pa3Be o0miecTBo jirofeit yraeraer Bac?

— cHoBa cipocuit CeHrraid.

— Bogce ner, — orBetui Jlapron. — Ho HekoTopbie MOU CITOCOOHOCTH CIIEYET CKPBIBATH OT
HETIOCBSIIICHHBIX.

— I He coBceM MOHMMAIO Bac. .. — Hadau Obuto CeHrrai, HO JlaproH He fan eMy 3aKOHYHTD.

— He ceituac, Cenrraii, qaBait qoxaeMcs, Korja ooes OyIeT rotos, a mocje Mbl 00s3aTeIbHO
HOTOBOPHUM € TOOOM O MHOTOM, YTO Ce€iiuac Tak Ba)HO.

— O ueM? — cupocun CeHrraii, He COBCEM IIOHUMAs1, O YEM UJIET Peyb.
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— O T1ebe, KOHEUHO ke, — OTBeTH1 JlaproH, — ¥ 0 TOM, UTO MPOU30LUIO B Xpame BeuHoro
Connna.

— Xopoiuo, — CeHrrail noxan mjie4aMu, He IOHUMasl, JUIsl Yero Hy>KHO >KJIaTh TaK JI0JITO.

Hacrtynuna tummnza. /{lapron npogomkain Bo3uTbes y Koctpa, a CeHrrail, IpUCIOHUBILNCH
K CTE€HE, MOJI4a, HAOIIOAa 32 HUM.

CrycTst yac, Korzia BKyCHBIH U CBITHBIM 00e/1 ObUT IPUTOTOBNIEH U chelieH, CenrTail u Jlapron
PacCIIOIOKIIIUCH OKOJIO KOCTPa, YTOOBI 0OCYIUTH TO, 4TO NprBeno CEeHrTas B CKPOMHOE JKUIJIHIIE
HeoObIKHOBeHHOTO ctapuka. [lo mpocsbe [laprona Cenrraii pacckazan eMy CBOIO HCTOPHIO C
caMoro Hadaja, TO €CTh C TOTO MOMEHTa, Kak OH nonai B xpaMm Beunoro ComnHiia, u 10 TOro Tpa-
TMYECKOTr0 JIHS, KOorja eMy BMecTe ¢ XaHaMM U AHaliell Ipuiuioch NOKUHYTh XpaM. O1HaKo 3TOT
MOMEHT MOMHMJICS 04eHb cMYyTHO. Ho nMeHHO Ha HeM JlaproH u crapajicsi CKOHLIEHTPUPOBAThH
BHUMaHue CeHrras.

— TbI XOpOIIIO MOMHUIIIB TOT JACHB, KOTZIa Ha XpaM ObIJIO COBEPIICHO HanaaeHue? — CIIPOCHIT
Hapron.

—MBHe TpyaHO BCIIOMHHUTH IOAPOOHOCTH, — 0TBeTHI CeHrrai, noxxas neyamu. — Kak ToJIbKo s
IBITal0OCh BCIIOMHUTB JETAJIM, OHU CJIOBHO ITOKPBIBAIOTCA TyMaHOM. — CeHrTail ¢ Tpy1oM noadupan
CJIOBa, YTOOBI OOBSICHUTH CTAPHKY TO, YETO OH M CaM JI0 KOHIIA HE MOHMWMAJI, HO Ka3aJIoCh, YTO
Jlaprony 3Toro He Hy>KHO.

— S monsin Tebs, — ckazan JlaproH u, 3aJyMaBIINMCh, MIPOBEN pykoi mo Gopoae. CrycTs
MUHYTY OH CHOBa CIIPOCHII:

— A XOpOIIO JI1 ThI IOMHMILIb, YTO IPOUCXOINIIO 32 HECKOJIBKO JAHEH 10 Hara eHus Ha Xpam?

— la, — orBetrs1 CeHrrait.

— U uto xe?

— 3a ATk AHEH J0 ATOr0o HavyaJiCs MPa3IHUK CO3PEBAIOIIETO YPOKasl.

Bwr cibimianu o Takom? — Cenrrail HeyBepeHHO mocMoTpen Ha Jlaprona. Tot cunen, rsias
Ha OrOHb, U Ha Bonpoc CeHrTasi yTBEpAUTEIbHO KUBHYJI T'OJIOBOM.

— B 5Tu 1M HUYEro 0COOEHHOTO HE MPOUCXOMI0. PaboThl ObUIM OCTAHOBJIEHBI, MBI CJIOHSI-
nuch 6e3 nena. XKu3Hb B XpaMe, MOJKHO CKasaTh, 3aTuxia, — CeHrTail 3aMmoirdai 1 CHOBa MOCMOT-
pen Ha [laproHa.

He otBond ma3 ot xocTpa, CTapuk CIpoCuII:

— A, 4T0, Balll HACTaBHUK, KaK OH ceOs BEJ B OTH THH?

— MbI noyTH ero He BUAEIU. 3aHATUN C HaMU OH He mpoBoaui, — CeHrTail cHoBa MoXall
IUIeYaMH.

— Iloxymaii xopomio u nocrapaics BCIIOMHUTb, MOXKET, TOCIOANH Exou ObLT ueM-TO BCTpe-
BokeH? Tebe Tak He moka3anoch? ['0OBOpuMII I OH BaM 4YTO-HUOY/Ib TAKOE, YTO MOIVIO IMOKA3aThCs
CTpaHHBIM? — yTouHWI JlaproH.

Cenrraii 3anymaiica. B ero naMsatu npoMenbKHYJIO YTO-TO TaKO€, YTO MOIJIO Obl [TOKA3aThCs
HEoObIUHBIM, HO CEHITal0 HUKAaK HE ydaBaJloCh NMOWMaTh 3TO BocmnoMmMuHaHWe. OH MOmbITaNICS
BCIIOMHHTH Exom, HO ero oopa3 Toxke Obl1 OKyTaH TyMaHOM. CeHrTail He BBIIEpIKal U CIIAJICS.

— IIpoctute, rocrionuy J{apros, HO st HE MOTY BCIIOMHUTb HUYETO TAKOTO.

— Jlagno, — /lapros BcTan ¥ HETOPOIUIMBO 3alllaral Mo neuepe, — s Nonpoodyro Tede MOMOUb.

Cenrraii cneaw 3a Jlapronom, oxxuiast 00€IaHHON TTOMOIIIH.

— Bcenomuu, Cenrraii, — HEOXKH/IaHHO MIPOU3HEC CTApHK, — HE coOupaiicsa nu Exou pacmy-
CTUTb OOMTAaTeNeN XpaMa WK XOTs Obl Ha BpeMsI OTIPAaBUTh UX KyJaa-HUOyb?

Cenrraii 3agymancs. Bapyr, oTkyna Hu BO3bMUCH, B €70 aMSITH CTaJIA BCILIBIBATH MOMEHTHI,
CBSI3aHHBIE C TEM, O 4eM crpaiuBai /lapros.

— [onmoxnure, s, KaxeTcsi, BCNOMHII! — BOCKIUKHYN CeHrTail, — AeMCTBUTENBHO, TOCTIO-
nuH Exou cripaimBaii, ecThb JIM y KOro-HUOYAb U3 HaC POJICTBEHHUKU WIH APY3bs B OIM3JIEKALINX
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IIOCEJICHUSAX Ha 3eMJIe SIHU WK Bouib 6eperoB Ta. OH npesuiaran TeM, y KOro €CTh Takasi BO3MOX-
HOCTb, OTIIPABUTHCS TyJa Ha NMPa3IHUKU.

— IlonatHo, — 3agymMunBo mpousHec [lapro, — 4ro-to eme?

— Jla, eme MHe MOKa3aJloCh CTPAaHHBIM, YTO TE€X, KTO HEAaBHO 3abojeln, rocnoauH Exoun
OTHPABIIU JIEYUTHCS B Ve — HeOOMbIO ropoIoK Ha Oepery okeaHa, B YeThIpeX THSX MyTH OT
Xpama.

— [louemy umenHo Tyna? — crpocui Jlapros, yaAuBIE€HHO MOJIHSAB OpOBU.

— Tam xuBeT oueHb Xopowmmi Jekapb. Kaxercs, ero 30ByT Punei. f cnslman, 4ro nas-
HBIM-J1aBHO 3TOT Puneit Opu1 yuenukom rocnoanaa Exon, — ctan 00bsacHiITh CeHITall, — HO CaMbIM
YAUBUTENBHBIM OBLIO TO, 4TO TrocnoguH Exon u cam ObLI MPEKPACHBIM JIEKapeM U BCErAa JINYHO
3aHMMAJICS 37I0POBbEM OOHUTaTesel Xpama. 3aueM ke eMy MOHAJ00MIOCh OTIIPABIISITH OOJIbHBIX B
Taky1o nainb? — CeHrrail BOpocHuTeIbHO TocMoTpen Ha Jlaprona. CTapuk CTOsII K HEMY BIIOJI000-
poTa, 1, Ka3anock, He ciblian Bonpoca. OnHako yepes napy MrHOBEHUI OH NPOU3HEC!

— Jla, BCe 3TO 10BOJILHO CTPAHHO. A YTO Thl AyMaelib 00 3ToM?

— He 3naro, — Cenrraii B30XHY.

— Te1 moMuMIIB camMo HanageHue? — crpocui Jlapros.

— O4eHb cMyTHO, — oTBeTHII CeHrTai, — BCe IPOUCXOAMIIO OyATO BO CHE. S HE CibIian HU
KPHUKOB, HU IlIyMa CPa)kK€HUs1, ObUI CJIOBHO B OLIETICHEHUH.

— Te1 BUzIen HanagaBILIKX?

— W na, n HeT. MHe moka3anock, 4To s BUJEN JIIo[el, 00MauyeHHBIX B CTPAHHbBIE OJCHKIbI,
3aKpBIBAIOLIME BCE TEJIO U JaXKe JIUIO, HO s HE MOTY ONHKCaTh UX MOAPOOHO. S naxke He 3Halo,
CKOJIBKO X ObUTO. MBI METaIUCh IO IBOPY XpaMa, OXBauy€HHbIE TAHUKOW, HE TOHUMAs, YTO MPO-
UCXOIUT. S MOCTOSIHHO HATBIKAJICS Ha Teja, JEKAIUe Ha 3eMJIe.

3710 OBLIM MOU TOBAPULIH, U OHU ObLTU MEPTBHI. .. — CEeHITaif Ha MTHOBEHUE 3aMOJ4aJl, BHOBb
HEepeXuBasi COOBITUS TEX AHEH. 3aTeM OH MPOJOJIKHUIIL:

— Hekotopoe BpeMs cITyCTsl, BCIOMHHASI 3TO JIEHb, 51 4aCTO yMaJl O TOM, [I0UYEMY K€ HUKTO
U3 HUX HE CMOT yOeaTh, CIIpATaThbCs, BEAb 3TO OBLJIO HE TaK YX M CJI0XHO. BMecTo 3Toro Bce
KPYXXWJIN IO IBOPY Xpama, CIIOBHO JIOIIAH, IPUBSI3aHHBIE K CTOJIOY.

— A kak Tebe ynanoch yoexars? — cipocuit Jlapros.

— He 3Haro, 4yTO mMpou3011L10, HO S BAPYT Ipuien B ceds. S yBUmen Bce, 4TO MPOUCXOTUT
BOKpYI. MHe CTasio 04eHb CTPALIHO, U 51 Opocuiics uckarh rocroguHa Exou. OH Obu1 y ceds, korna s
ero Hamies. Sl cTan 3BaTh €ro, MOMNbITAJICs paccKa3aTh, UYTO IPOUCXOAUT CHAPYKU, HO OH CIIOBHO HE
X0TeJ MeHs caymarb. OH MPOTSHYJ MHE 3alle4aTaHHbIi KOHBEPT U CKa3aJl, YTO 5 IOJKEH OTHECTU
ero rocrnoauny Jlaprony, To ectb BaM, — yrouHui CeHrTau.

JaproH, monua, KuBHyJ, 1 CeHrrai mpoIoKII:

— Exou 00bsicHMII, KaK Bac HAWTU U MPOCHJI HEMEIJIEHHO OTIIPaBUTHCS B MYTh. ...

— D710 OH Beseln Tede UIITH Ha CeBEP, K 3eMJIIM HHApOB? — cripocuil JlaproH, mpepBaB pacckas
Cenrras.

— Jla, rocnogus Exou Besnen cHauasia OTHPAaBUTHCS Ty/la U MEPEXk1aTh TaM HECKOJIBKO MECsI-
ueB. OH npeaynpexaal, YTo 3a HAMU MOTYT CJIE€IUTh, U 1 HE JOJDKEH cie10oBarth B jec ['akxu, noka
He Oy/y yBepeH, 4TO Moe NpUCyTcTBUE B TamTake ocTanoch TaliHOM J1sl Hana aBIINX.

— A TBOIi Opar U AHails To)ke NOTYUYMIIN 3a/laHue OT rocrnoauHa Exon? — nouHrepecosacs
Hapron.

— Her, TonbKO 51, OHU 1aXke HE 3HaJM, KyJa 1 3a4eM MbI ujeM. S Halen ux Ha 3aJJHeEM JBOpe
XpaMa 1oJ IepeBEPHYTON OBO3KOM U BBIBEJ 3@ CTEHbI XPAMOBOTO Ca/1a.

— Oto Exou ckazan tebe, rie ux uckarb? — cupocuii Jlapros, u B ToJI0ce ero 4yBCTBOBAIACh
YBEPEHHOCTh B TOM, YTO OH YK€ 3HAeT OTBET.

— la, — orBetrs1 CeHrraid.

— [Iponomxait, — ckaszan J[apron u HanpaBWICS K CBOEMY KpECITy.
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— IlokuHyB XpaMm, Mbl IEPECEKIIN PaBHUHY U JJOOPAJIUCH /10 XOJIMOB, YTO Y K’KHON CTOPOHBI
neca. Tam MbI CKpBIBAJIUCH B BBICOKOM Tpase. [lepeaBuraaich TOIbKO HOUbIO, & JHEM MPSATAIHCH.
Tak MHe Benen y4uTesb. 3aTeM MbI JOOPaIHCh JI0 Jieca M ABUTAINCH BJAM OT OOJIBIIMX JOPOT,
10 KOTOPBIM XOIAT 0003b1. Uepes nBaauare nHei Mbl fouuiu 1o Kaapuma. 9to 601611101 ropoa Ha
3emJie TapoB, — nosiciuia CeHrrai.

— 4 3naro, mpogomkan, — oro3Baiics Jlapros.

— Tam MbI IOTIOJIHWJIM 3aI1ackl €/1bl U IBUHYJIMCH Ha BOCTOK, K Mobepexbio. Exoun ckaszain, uto
UATH B 36MJIM MHAPOB JIy4llle BAOJb Oepera okeaHa. 1 BOT ciycTs ere COpoK TpH AHSI Mbl BOLIUIH B
nec uHapoB. Tam s mouyBcTBOBaJ ce0s CrioKoiHee. [0 TOro MeHsi MOCTOSIHHO TPEBOXKUIIO YYBCTBO
OIACHOCTH, HO K KOHILy HAIIETO MyTEIIEeCTBUSI BCE MPOIILIO.

— ITouemy e Bbl He nouwu B Apanrad? OH ropasno Onmxe, yem TamTak, ¥ K TOMY e
HaXOJUTCs NTyOOKO B Jiecy? — UCKpEHHE yauBuiIcs [lapros.

— Exou ckazaj, 4To0bl MBI caeqoBaM B TamTak, 3T0 OblIa ero Boss, — orBeTiiI CeHrrai u
HOYXaJl IJIeYaMu, — BEPOSITHO, U3-3a TOT0, YTO OH ObLI 3HaKoM ¢ OTOM, KHS3€M HHAPOB.

— Bo3morkHO, THI ITpaB, — 3alyM4MBO IIpou3Hec J[aproH, cujis B CBOEM Kpeciie, — U BCE XKe,
WHTEPECHO, KaK Thl MOXKEIIIb BCE 3TO OOBSICHUTH?

—Yrto umenHo? — He nousu1 CeHrrai.

— Bame criacenue, 1onroe onacHoe MyTeIeCTBUE U, HAKOHEI, OJIaronoiy4Hoe MPHOBITHE B
Tamrrak. Yto ThI 000 BCEM 3TOM AyMaeb?

— yrouHui Jlapros.

Cenrraii konebancs ¢ orBeToM. [IpoIio HeCKOIbKO MUHYT, IPEKIE YeM OH CMOT COOPaThCS
C MBICJISIMM U J]aTh Bpa3yMUTEIbHBIN OTBET.

— dymato, 4to Bce 3T0 He OoJiee yeM poKoBOe cTeueHue o0cToaTenbCeTB. He 3Hato, KTo Hamasn
Ha xpaMm Beunoro CoinHlia, HO IMEHHO 3TO IPUBEJIO MEHS clofja. A MO€ CllaceHUe — JIMILb CYacT-
JIMBAsl CIIy4YallHOCTb.

— Yro x, — npousHec J[aproH, — TBOM BBIBOJ BIIOJIHE ecTecTBeHeH. Ho, k coxaneHuto, He
IPOJIUBAET, HU KaIlJIi CBETA Ha TO, YTO MPOMU30IILIO HA CAMOM JIEJI€ U ITOYEMY ITO CIIYyUHIIOCH.

Cenrrail ObU1 yAMBIIEH: Cyis IO BCceMy, JlaproH He OBEpMII HU €IUHOMY €T0 CJIOBY.

— BbI tymaere, st pacckasai BaM HENpaBay? — CIPOCUI OH C TPEBOTOM B rojoce.

— Jleno He B aTOM. ThI pacckaszasl MHE Ty HpaBiy, KOTOPYIO Tkl 3Haelib. Ho ecTs u npyras.

— Kakas xe? — cnpocust CeHrrait.

— ToI xouenb 3HaTh?

— Jla, — 6picTpO 1 yBepeHHO oTBeTH CeHrrai.

— A ecnu 5 ckaxy Tebe, 4To Ta, Apyras, IpasJla MOXKET U3MEHUTh TBOW B3IVIS HA MHOTHE
Bemu? Yro, ecnu, y3HaB €€, Thl U3MEHUIIIb CBOE MHEHHUE 0 100pe u 31e? — rosnoc [laprona cran
TaKUM TUXUM U BKpaa4yuBbIM, 4To y CeHrras nmodexanu no teny mypamku. Ho oH yxe He Mor
oTcTynuTh. K TOMy k€ OH 3Haj1, UTO BCTpPEUa C 3TUM YEJIOBEKOM IPUHECET EMY MHOTO HOBOTO, /10
CUX IOp HEBUJIAHHOTO. MOr 1M OH OTKa3aThbCsl OT 3HAHUN, KOTOPbIE HE KaXAbI MOTI MOJYyYUTh?
Ja uto Tyt roBoputh! OJIHO TOIBKO 3HAKOMCTBO C TAMHCTBEHHBIM OOUTATENEM Jieca TeHEH MpH-
HeceT JII000My yBa)KEHHE | ClIaBy. XOTsI, TIO TIpaBJie roBOpsi, c1aBa HHTEpecoBasia CeHrras ceifvac
MEHBIIIE BCETO.

— Ha, rocniogun Jlapron, — orBeTmsi CeHITail TBEPABIM TOJIOCOM, MBITAsCh CKPHITh BOJIHE-
HHE, — 51 XO4y 3HaTh MpaBy, Kakoil Obl OHAa HU ObLIA.

— XM, BOT Kak? — J[apron oTKuHYJICS B Kpecle.

OH ObUI yAUBIIEH HACTOMYMBOCTBHIO U CaMOO0OJIaJaHUEM ITOTO MOJIOAOI0 YEJIOBEKa.

— JlagHo, 5 pacckaxy Tebe, YTO MPOU3O0ILIO Ha CaMOM JieNle, — mpousHec Jlapros, — HO cHa-
Jajia 1aBay BEIIIBEM Yalo.

C 3TUMH CclIOBaMU CTapUK MOJHSJICS C MECTA U, B35IB B PYKH KOTEJIOK, HAIIPABUJICS K BBIXOY.
B Tpuanaru marax ot Bxoza B MEIIEpy, B CTEHE KAMEHHOTO KOPHIOpa, IMeJach HeOObIIast Tpe-
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LIMHA B [IOPOJIE, KOTOpas yxoawuiia BBepX. I3 Hee TOHKOM CTPyHKOM TE€KJIa BOJa, IPUHOCUMAs MOA-
3eMHOM PEKOM, MPOTEKAIOUIEH I71e-TO B IIIyOUHAX TOpBHl.

— Pa3Benu orons nocuibHee, — ckazai JlaproH, moJHUMAsCh MO JIECTHULIE, — 332 Pa3TOBOPOM
IPOILJIO MHOTO BPEMEHHU, CKOPO Beuep.

— Xopomo, rocnioguH [lapron, — oro3Basca CeHrrail u nogssuics ¢ nosa. Jlapron ucues B
TEMHOTE TOHHENSI, a CeHrTail HbIpHYJ MO JIECTHUILY U HaOpaJ OXanky JpoB.

[IpumepHo yepe3 noavaca ropsuuil apoMaTHbIi Yail AIMUIICS B Kpykkax, a Cenrraii u [lap-
T'OH, PacHOJIOKHUBIIMCH BO3JIE KOCTPA, IPUTOTOBUIINCH IPOAOIIKUTE Oeceny.

— WUrak, Cenrraii, Tbl TOTOB BBICIYIIIATh MO paccka3? — CIPOCUIT CTAPHK.

— Jla rocnioguH Jlapros, — yBepeHHo orBeTis1 CeHrrail.

JlaproH HETOPOIUIMBO CAENaN IJIOTOK TOPSYEro yasl.

— DTa ucTopus CTOJNb K€ MPOCTa, CKOJIb U cepbe3Ha, — Hayan JlaproH. — OHa Havasach
3aJ10JIT0 J10 TBOETO MOSIBJIEHUS HA CBET, HO, YTOOBI HE CO37aBaTh CyMOypa B TBOEH IrOJIOBE, sl HE
CTaHy yDIyOJsThCS B MPOIIIOE U HAYHY C TOTO MOMEHTA, KaK B XpaMe CTaJIl MPOUCXOAUTH 3ara-
JIoYHbIE COOBITHA. THI MOHUMAEIID, O UeM 7

— a, xoHeuHo, — orBeTr CeHrTai.

— Bor u xopomo, — Jlapron cnenan euie OAWH INIOTOK U MPOJOJKHWI, — B MOCIEIHUE
HECKOJIBKO JIET cyliecTBOBaHMs Xpama Beunoro CosHila Ball HacTaBHUK rocroauH Exou uyBcTBO-
BaJI, 4TO 32 XPaMOM MPHUCTAITBHO clieAsT. Ho 3To ObLIN He pa300iHUKH, cCOOpaBIIUeCs pa3rpabuTh
XpaM, — yTouHUJI J[aproH, — HeT, ux 1eJib 0bi1a HHON. OHM XOTENHN YHUUTOXKUTH XpaM U youts Exou.

— Ho xomy 3710 66110 HY)XHO? Beb Mbl HUKOMY He Meianu! — ¢ BO3MYILEHUEM BOCKJIUKHYII
Cenrrail.

— Memanu, MOH JIpyT, MeIIaiu, — oTBeTHI [laproH, kauasi roJI0BOM, — HO YTOOBI OOBSICHUTH
Tebe, KaK ¥ KOMY Bbl MEIIaJIi, MHE IPUJETCS O3HAKOMUTD T€Os C HEJaBHUM IPOLUIBIM FOCIOANHA
Exon.

— IIpomry Bac, rocrionun Jlapron! — ¢ HereprienueM oro3Baicst CeHrrai.

— Xpam Beunoro ComHIia CTOUT Ha I0)KHOM Oepery yke 0osee IByXCOT JIET U C TeX Top... —
Jlapron HeoxugaHHO 3anHyscs. To Jin OH 3a0bL1, O YEM XOTEJ paccka3aTh, TO JIM epeayMall, a,
MOXeET OBbITh, OH IPOCTO MOIOUPAI HYXKHBIE CIOBA.

Cenrrail Tak U He MOHUI, IOYEMY IIPOU30LILIA 3TA KOPOTKASI 3aMHUHKA, HO 3TO MOKa3aJ0Ch
€My JOBOJIBHO CTpaHHbIM. Mexay Tem, Jlapros mpoaoJKuI:

— C Tex nop xak Exou cTan HaCTaBHUKOM B 3TOM XpaMe, OH IPEBpaTHIICS B 00BEKT Mpeciie-
JIOBaHHUS aJIENTOB APYroro, 6osiee ApeBHETO, Xpama.

— Kakoro? — ynusnenno cnpocuin CeHrrai.

— Ha npeBHeM sa3bIke ua OH Ha3bIBaeTca XaroHao — xpaMm YepHoit JIyHeI.

— 5] HuUKOra HE chblIall 0 HeM, — ITpon3Hec CeHrrau.

— Kak Tb! gymaemp, mouemy s Ha3Ba ero JpeBHUM? — crnpocuil Jlapron. CeHrrail moxain
IUIeYaMH.

— ThbI HE MOT 0 HEM CIIBIILIATH, [IOTOMY YTO OH OBLJI HOCTPOEH 3a0JIr0 /10 TOr0, KaK UMIIEpaTop
Hecen 3anoxnn nepsslii kKameHs Taymnoca.

— Bor 310 na! — Bocknuknayn CeHrraii ¢ ynusienueM u Bocroprom. — Ho, mouemy xe rocro-
nuH Exon HUKOra He pacckasbiBaji 0 HEM?

— OH xoTen 0 HeM 3a0bITh, — OTBETHII JlaproH.

— Ero 4T0-TO CBSI3bIBAJIO C 3TUM XpamMoM?

— Jla, xorga-To OH ObUT OJTHUM U3 €T0 CIYXKUTENIEeH, — OTBETUJ CTapHK.

— Korna e 3710 661107 — cripocuut Cenrraii, HO JlaproH He TOPOMUIICS C OTBETOM.

— HagepHoe, eme 10 Toro, kak oH npuuien B xpam Beunoro Connua? — npeanomnoxut CeHr-
Tail, s Ha Jlaprona. — Korna rocnogun Exou Ob1i erie moson?
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— la, IMEHHO TaK, — OTBETHJI [[aproH ¢ BUAMMBIM obierdeHuemM, — Mosionen, CeHrrai, Tol
JIOTa]JIUBBII apEHb.

— Cmacu6o rocniogus [lapron. Ho 4To e ObL10 qabie?

— Hanbmie? [ToToM caydunocs To, 0 4eM s MBITal0Ch Te0e paccKa3arh.

Cenrrail mouyBCcTBOBaJI c€0sl HEJIOBKO M3-3a TOT0, YTO Hayajl TOPOIUTh CTapHKa.

— IToxunys xpam Yepnoii JIynsl, Exou nepedpaincs B xpam Beunoro Cosnnuia, HO ero ObiBIINE
COpPaTHUKH, a TOYHEE — HEKOTOPHIE U3 HUX, HE CMOIJIM IPOCTUTH EMY TOTO, UTO OH MOKHUHYJI UX.

— A nouemy oH pewmn yitu? — cnpocust CeHrrai.

— Buaumis 11, 00bSICHUTB 3TO JOBOJBHO CI0XKHO. [10 601bIIOMY CUETY, MPUUMHON €T0 yX0a
CTaJIA Pa3HOIIACHS O TOM, KaKHM€E 3a7a4i JOJKEH BBINOIHATH XpaM YepHoi JIynsl, — orBeTnn ap-
TOH.

— 51 nousn, — HeyBepeHHO npousHec CeHrrai, — Bbl CKa3alu, YTO HEKOTOPbIE U3 OBIBIIMX
copaTHUKOB rocnoanHa Exoun o6o3nunucek Ha Hero. Benp Tak?

— CoBepIIeHHO BEPHO.

— 3HauuT, OBUIM U TE, KTO MOAJIEPKUBAJI €T0 pelieHue?

— Jla, Obu U Takue, HO... — JlaproH CHOBA 3aMHYJICA.

Cenrrail BHUMATENIbHO CIEIUII 32 CTAPUKOM.

— Jleno B TOoM, — npoosxuil Japron, — 4to Te, KTo He ObUIM poTUB Exou, Toxe yuuiu u3
xpama YepHoii JIyHbI, TOIBKO rOpa3ao paHbIIE.

Cenrraif MOHUMAIOIIIE KUBHYJ TOJIOBOM:

— 3HauuT, He ToJIbKO Exou OBl HETOBOJIEH.

— TeI paB, — contacuics lapros.

— A Tex, KTO ylIel paHblile, Toxe npecienoBanu? — cinpocust CeHrrail.

— Hert, — oTBeTMII CTapUK, — OHU OYEHB XOPOILLIO CIPSATAIUCE.

— Bunumo, oun Toxxe 00SUTUCh, YTO UX HAWAYT U yOBIOT, — peanonoxmt CeHrrail.

— Ckopee, OHU OOSUIUCH, UTO UX HalAyT, — yrouHwi Jlapros.

Cenrrail KUBHYJI, XOT4, [10 IPABJIE TOBOPS, HE OUEHB-TO MOHSI, YTO UMEHHO XOTEN CKa3aTh
ctapuk. Ha HeCKoIbKO CeKyH/ B Meniepe CTajno THXO.

— U Bce xe moyemy ObIBIIMe copaTHUKH Exon 3axorenu youts ero? Pa3zse B 3ToM Oblia
HeoO0XoAUMOCTh? — Hapylu TUIIMHY CeHrTail u B3misHy1 Ha JlaproHa.

— W na, u nert, — orBetun [lapron, — pasymeercs, Iyno yOuBarh 4eJI0BEKa, KOTOPBIM HE pa3-
JIeJIIeT TBOEro MHEHMs M HieT cBoil myTs. Ho, Bunumsb su, Bce ropasno cinoxsee. Exon 3Han
TalHBI, KOTOPBIE PEBHOCTHO OXPAHSJIUCH CIYKUTEIAMU XpaMma YepHo# JIyHbl, U IJ1aHbL, KOTOPBIE
OHM BBIHAIIIMBAIOT YK€ MHOTO JIET.

— W 4ro xe 3T0 3a IUIaHbl, paJy KOTOPBIX CTOMUT JIMIIUTh *U3HU MHOXKECTBO HEBHHHBIX
moneit? — cupocuit CeHrrail.

— Ceifuac 3TO HE TaK yX U BaKHO. BaxHo npyroe: Te, kTo Hanai Ha XxpaMm Beunoro Comnuia,
HE OCTaHOBSTCS, I0KAa HE YHUUTOXKAT BCEX, KTO KUJI B HEM, — OTBeTHJ1 JlaproH.

— Ho Benp oHu u Tak Bcex younu! — BockiukHyn CeHrrail.

Ho Jlapron nepe6u ero:

— He Bcex.

Cenrrato ctao He 1o ceoe.

— Kro e eme uM HyX’eH? — CIpOCUII OH, YYBCTBYsI, KaK XOJIOJHBIN MOT BBICTYIINUJI HA CIIMHE.

— ThI ¥ TBOM CITyTHUKH, — OTBETHJI JlaproH.

Hacrynuna nanpspkenHas nay3a. CeHrraii 00ayMbIBall BCe, UTO CKa3asl eMy CTapHK, HO €llie
OYEHb MHOT0O€ ObUIO /ISl HETO HESCHO.

— Ho Benp oHM He BUENM, KaK Mbl IOKUHYJIN CTEHBI Xpama, — cka3an CeHrTail HeCKOJIbKO
HEYBEPEHHO, CJIOBHO OH HE YTBEPXAAJ, a CIIpalliiBall.
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— Ckopee Bcero, y HUX IMPOCTO He ObLJIO BpEMEHH, 4YTOObI OCTaHOBUTH Bac, — OTBETUI Jlap-
TOH, — MMOWMHU, LIETBI0 ATUX Jtofei ObuT Exou, a Bce ocTanbHbIE — JIUIIB MbLTh, KOTOPYIO HEOOXO-
JTUMO CMaxXHYTb.

Ot Takoro cpaBHeHusi CeHnrras rnpoOpasa HepBHAs APOXKb.

— Teneps, xorna Exon MepTB, — npoAomkwil JlaproH, — OHU 3aX0TAT 3aKOHYMUTH CBOE JI€N10, U
oOs13arenbHO OymyT uckarh Bac. CKopee BCero, yiKe HIIyT.

Cenrraii monsITanCcs B3Th ce0s B pyKH U, COOPABIINCH C MBICTSIMH, CIIPOCHIT:

— Ho 4to xe 310 3a moau? Kak MOIIM OHM TaK JIETKO paclpaBUTHCS C HAMH?

Jlapron HakJIOHWICS BIEpE] U, MOJHSAB C I0JIa BETKY, MOBOpOIINA €0 yriu. CHON HCKp
B3BWJICS HaJl 04aroM, U OrOHb pasropercs spue. bpocu BeTKy, cTapuk CHOBA OTXJIEOHYI Yalo U
IPOU3HEC:

— BoT MBI U BepHyIHCHh K IJIJaBHOMY, K TOMY, KTO 3TH JIIOAU. S Ha3bplBal0 UX H3yparu —
aJIeTIThl JPEBHETO UCKYCCTBA, KOTOPBIX C HEJABHUX IOp CTaiu o0y4arh B Xxpame YepHoii JIyHbI.
OHu 10JKHBI TPOHUKATH TOBCIOY, OCTaBasiCh HE3aMEUEHHBIMU, 1 YHUUYTOXKATh HEYTO/IHBIX U OT1ac-
HBIX JIFOJICH.

— OmnacHbIxX Juist HUX caMuX? — yTouHui CeHrrau.

— Ja, uMeHHoO Tak, a Ekou mpeacTaBisil 1l HUX ONACHOCTb.

— Ho xaxoii xe cunoil Hajo ob6ianarb, YTOOBI MOOETUTH TAKOTO MacTepa, KaK TOCIIONUH
Exon? — ynuBnenno cnpocus CeHrrail.

—W3yparu He cripaBuinch 0b1 ¢ Exon, eciy 651 TOJIBKO OH HE PN IPUHECTHU Ce0sl B JKEPTBY.

— B xeptBy? Ho panu yero? — n3ymieHHo BOCKIHUKHYN CeHrrail.

— Panu 1e0st v TBOMX Apy3eil, — OTBETUII CTAPUK.

Cenrraii 661 pa3nasieH. OH IOYYBCTBOBAM c€0si BAHOBATHIM B CMEPTH yUUTENS, 1 CAMBIM
HETIPUATHBIM ObUI0, yTO CeHrTail He 3Ha, 4TO eMy JelaTh, KaK OMpPaBIaTh 3Ty KEPTBY.

— 3a4eM OH TaK MOCTYNUJI? — CIPOCHUII OH MO/IaBJICHHO.

— Y Exou He 0bUTO BBIOOpa, — oTBeTWN Jlapron. — M3yparu paHo wid MO3JHO BCE PaBHO
Hanum Obl ero ¥ yoninu. OH He MOT U HE XOTEJ BEYHO MPSITAThCS.

— Ho Benp BBl cka3anu, uro Exon 0e3 Tpyna MOT YHUYTOXKHUTH MX, — PACTEPSIHHO MPOU3HEC
Cenrrail.

— B aT0T pa3 — aa, HO co BpemeHeM Apyrue, 6oee CUIIbHbIE, IPUILIN Obl 32 HUM. Thl JOJDKEH
3HATh, YTO YUUTEJ U3yparoB — HACTaBHUKHU Xpama UepHoil JIyHbI, 1 OHU BIAJCIOT HCKYCCTBOM
HACTOJIBKO JIPEBHUM, YTO 10 CPAaBHEHUIO C HUM, BCE OCTAJIbHOE — JIMIIb 3a0aBa.

— Yro ke 3TO0 32 HCKYcCTBO? — cripocuii CeHrrail.

— 0-0, 3TO OYEHB J0JITast UCTOPHSL, — OTBETUI J|aproH, — K TOMy K€ He Ka)/I0MY I0JIOKEHO
3HATh 00 3TOM.

— Ho Benp Exon 6611 HacTosiTesiem B Xxpame UepHoit JIyHbl, — pa3mbiiisit Beryx CeHrrai.

— Tax u 66110, — cka3an JlaproH.

— 3HauUT, OH TOXE BJIAAE] ITUM TallHbIM HCKYCCTBOM.

— Pazymeercs.

— Torna nouemy >xe oH cranca? — HacToiunBO TBepAua CeHrTail.

— S yxxe 00bsicHUI TeOe, moyemMy OH 3T0 caenai. OgHako €CTh elle o Ha MPUYNHA, HO S HE
Mory Ha3BaTb ee Te0e, — orBeTu [lapros.

—ITouemy Bce Tak TAaMHCTBEHHO? — cripocuil CeHrTai ocie KOpoTKo# nay3sl. — 5 Tak HU4ero
Y HE MOHSUI U3 TOTO, YTO Bbl MHE PacCKa3allu.

— 51 Mmory pacckazath OoJibllle, HO /171l 3TOT0 NMOTpedyeTCs BpeMs, — OTBETUI J[aproH.

Cenrraii noxkas rjae4amMmu 1 MPOU3HEC:

— Y M€HS ero He TaK y>K MHOTO.

— 3HauuT, Thl HUKOIJIAa HE y3HAEIIb TOT0, YTO JIOJIKEH OBl Y3HATh.

— A 3T0 Tak BaxkHo? — ¢ HeoBepueM crpocusi CeHrrail.
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—DT0 MOII0 OBI CTIACTH TBOIO JKU3HB U )KU3HB TBOMX OJIN3KHUX, — OTBETHJI CTAPUK H, TIOTHSB-
IIMCh C MECTA, HE CIIelIa HapaBUIICS K CBOEMY KPECITy, — 3alIOMHM: OAHAXKIbl TBOIO U3Hb CIac
Exoun, a k1O cniacer ee B cienyromuii pas?

Cenrrail pactepsuics U He 3HaJ YTO cka3aTb. CeB B KPECIIO M OTKUHYBIIKMCH Ha CIIUHKY, Jlap-
TOH TPOJIOJIKUIIL:

— Kak Tonbpko Exon 3an0703puit, 4To 32 HUM OXOTSTCSI U3yparu, OH MOIBITAJICS CIIACTH CBOUX
y4eHUKoB. [IoMHMILIb T€ CTpaHHBIE COOBITHS, O KOTOPBIX Thl paccKa3bIBa?

— Kakue umenno?

— Exou otripaiisn 6onpHBIX B VHC K J1eKapro, XOTS caM BEJIMKOJIEITHO BpayeBall, — yTOUHHII
Hapron.

— Jla, BBI paBbl, — Mpou3Hec 3aayMunBo CeHrTaii, — Bce Tak ¥ ObL10. A elie OH OTHPaBIISLII
NIOAJIbIIIE BCEX, Y KOro ObLIa POIMHS B OMIDKANIINX CellaX, XOTS paHblIe HUKOI/A TaK HE Jeall.
Teneps s HauMHaO NOHUMaTh. OIHAKO MHE HESICHO OJJHO: IOYEMY OH IIPOCTO HE MPETyNPEaANII HAaC
0 HAJIBUTAIOIICHCS OMACHOCTH, BEIb TOT/Ia MOXKHO OBLIIO ObI CIIACTH TOpa3io OOJIbIIE IO ?

— Bpsan nu, — Jlapros Tskeno B3I0XHYIN, — U3ypard J0rajaiuchk Obl O TOM, YTO UX IIPUCYT-
cTBUE OOHapykeHo. Exon X0oTen nepexuTpuTh Ux, HO HE CyMell.

— U Bce xe rocnioguH Exou nomkeH ObuT XOTs ObI MOATOTOBUTH HAC K HAIlaJEHUIO U3y Paros,
YTOOBI MBI MOIJIM 3aLIUTUTHCS, — BCIYyX pasmMbliuuisil CeHrrail.

— 3aututbes? Bol? — yemexnyscest lapros.

— Ha, 3ammtuthes! — oomwxenno npousHec Cenrraid. — YTo 31ech cMemHoro?

— VY Bac He ObUTO TaKOW BO3MOXKHOCTH, — OOBSICHHII CTAPHUK, — U3 BCEX, KTO B TOT MOMEHT
HAXOJWJICS B CTEHAX XpaMa, 3alllUTUTHCS MOT TOJIbKo Exou.

— [Touemy? — cHoBa cnpocun Cenrtail. — ['ocnionun Exon o0y4an Hac BOMHCKOMY HCKYCCTBY
MHOTO JIET.

— OnHo ObI BaM HE TOHAA00MIIOCH, — OTMaxHYyJICs J[aproH, — mpex/ie 4eM HaracTh, U3yparu ¢
MOMOIIIbIO MAarn4eCcKOro 3aKJIMHaHUsI JTUIIUIIN Bac CUJIbl, KOTOPOH BbI 00J1a/1a1u, BOJIU U OUTEINb-
HOCTH. Bbl He 3ameuanu Huyero Bokpyr. OHM co3fajiyd B BallleM CO3HAHUU JKU3Hb, NAJEKyl0 OT
peanbHOCTH.

— Ho kxak Takoe BO3BMOXHO? — H3yMJIeHHO cripocuii CeHrrail.

— B mupe cyniecTByeT MHOTO BO3MOXKHOCTEH, O KOTOPBIX ThI JaXKe U HE M0J103peBall, — 3ara-
JO4YHO OTBeTWN JlaproH, — mpeacTaBb, YTO TEOS MOCETWIN B KOMHATY C €IUHCTBEHHBIM OKHOM.
Kaxxaplii 1eHp Thl yacaMu CMOTPHUILB B HETO M HE JI0TaJbIBACLILCS, YTO 3TO OKHO He OoJiee ueM
UCKYCHO HapuCOBaHHAs KAPTHHA.

Cenrraii, onreIOMJICHHBIN ciioBamu JlaproHa, Moirda, CHIEI, TSI Ha OJIeHbBIC SI3bIKH T11a-
MEHH, BBIPBIBAIOILIIUECS U3-T10]] YITIEH KOCTpA.

— Korga Exou oOHapyXui1, 4TO BCE €ro yU€HUKH OKOJIJOBAHBI U O€3yMHO CIIOHSIOTCS IO
Xpamy, IOTEPSIB BOJIIO, OH B TE€UEHUE HECKOJIBKUX THEN MBITAJICS CHATH 3TO 3aKJIATHE, YTOOBI CIACTU
Bac. D70 ObuTa ommobKa! — J[aproH MHOTO3HAYMTEIHHO TIOAHSUT BBEPX YKA3aTCIIbHBIH Mmasiel.

— Ilouemy? — cripocun CeHrrail.

— Buauib 1, 3T0 10BOIBEHO HEMPOCTO, — Japron mposen pykoit mo 00poze, — 3aKiIsThe, €CIu
OHO IPEIHA3HAYEHO Il OJHOTO YEJIOBEKA, CHATH HeTpyHO. Ho Koraa oHO mopaxaet pa3yM COTHU
YeJI0BEK, TO OOPOTHCS MPUXOAUTHCS C COTHEN 3aKiIsTHI ogHOBpeMeHHO. [IpencraBp, uTo noma y
TeOs )KUBYT JIBE MBIIIKU. ThI B TF000 MOMEHT U 0€3 Tpyia MOXKEIlIb IIOMMAaTh U YHUYTOXHTD 3TUX
MaJIeHbKUX Bpenuteneut, — Jlapron 6pocun OpicTpsiii B3mis Ha CeHrras.

ToT BHUMATENBHO CIyIIa, IBITASICh YIOBUTH CMbICI CKa3aHHOTO. [laproH mpo1oiKuI:

— Ho ecnu ThI He clienaeis 3Toro, To 4epe3 HEKOTOPOE BpeMsi B TBOEM JIOME OyIyT yKe He
JIBE, a ropas3o OoJIbllle MBILIEH, — CTApUK MHOTO3HAYUTEIbHO MOKa4aJl r0JI0BOM, — OYEHb MHOTO
MBILIEH.

— SI monsan Bac, — ckazan CeHrraii.
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— Bort u xopoiuo, — Jlapros yasiOHyscs.

— 3Hauut, rocnoguH Exou notrpatuin cBou cuibl 3pa? — crpocuil CeHrrail mocie KOpoTKon
nay3bl.

— Jla, 3TO Tak, — BbIpa)KEHHE JIUIa CTAPUKA CHOBA CTAJI0 CEPbE3HBIM, — KOIJIa OH 3TO MOHSI,
TO PEIINJI CIIACTH JIUILb T€X, HA KOTO MOT IMOJIOKUTHCSA. BUAMMO, ThI €ro Jydiiuil y4eHHuK, pa3 OH
BbIOpa Te0sl.

Cenrrail Moual, 3alyM4rBO DI/ B TOI.

— IMeHHO MOATOMY THI XOPOIIO MOMHUIIIb MOMEHT, Korza Exon Bpyumit Tebe muchbMO U TIOYTH
HUYETO HE MOMHUIIB U3 TOTO, 4TO ObLIO paHee, — qo0aBwi JlaproH.

— Ja, Tak u 6110, — oTBeTHUI CeHrTal, He MOJHUMAs TJ1a3, — OH CHSUI ¢ MEHS 3aKisiaThe. Ho
3a4eM OH ocBoOoaus AHailto u Xanamu?

— Jlymato, nist TOoro, 4ToObl Thl MOABEPICSl MEHBILIEMY PUCKY B Cllydae IpeciieOBaHUs, —
OTBETUJ CTApPHK.

— Ho yem oxu Morn MHE moMoub? OnuH s OsicTpee mo0pasics OBl 10 HHAPOB.

— OHu Mo OBl TOMOYB TeOe CBOCH cMepThio, — oTBeTHI Jlapron. CeHrraii oTIaTHycs,
CJIOBHO IOJIYYMB YJap B IPy/b.

— Kak 710?

— OHHM J0DKHBI OBUTH OBl IPUHECTH ce0s B KEPTBY, €CIIH OBl BAC HACTHUIIIN M3yparu. Thl ke
3HAEIlb, YTO CTasi BOJIKOB JIOBUT IIEPBBIM €1a00€ KUBOTHOE, @ OCTAJIbHBIE TOJIY4at0T BO3SMOXKHOCTh
CKPBIThCS, — 00bsACHWI JlaproH.

— JXuBotHoe?! — Bo3MyII€HHO BOCKIMKHYN CeHrrail 1 Bckouni ¢ Mecta. KpoBb 3akunena B
€ro JKWJax MpH MBICIH O TOM, uTo /{apron mocuuran ero 6para u BO3/1H00JICHHYIO )KUBOTHBIMH. —
Bbl Ha3pIBaeTe UX )KMBOTHBIMHU, IOTOMY YTO MX KH3HU AJis Bac HU4ero He 3Hadat?! Ho ans mens
3TO caMmble Onu3KHe Joau!

— Yenoxkoiics, Cenrraii, — mpousHec JlaproH, — s He XOTeJI 00HIETh TBOMX Jpy3ei. S Bcero
JIMIIb TIBITAIOCHh Te0C OOBSCHUTD. ..

— MHe He HyXHbI Balu oObsicHeHUsI, — nepeOuin CeHrrail crapuka, — U s HE coOupacs
HUKOT'O IPUHOCUTH B JKEPTBY.

— To1 3akoH4MII? — TPOMKO cripocuut [{aproH.

Cenrrail eBa ciep>kuBajl THEB, HO TPO3HBIN TOH CTAPUKA BBIHYIUI €0 OTCTYIUTb.

— Caguce, — ckopee CKOMaH0BaJjl, YeM Npeioxkui JJapron.

lonoc ero cHoBa cTan cyxuM M ycTpallarollluM, Kak MpU UX nepBoi Bcrpeue, u CeHrrait
BHOBB ITOYYBCTBOBAJ CTPax, KOTOPHII HapacTas 0 Mepe TOro, KaK OH MMOHWMAJI, YTO OH HAarpyOu
Jlaprony, He ©UMesi Ha TO OCHOBaHHIA.

— Canuce, — cHOBa noBTopui J{aprox.

— Her, cmacu6o, st mocToro, — eaBa CIbIIIHO oTBeTHI CeHrTai.

Cuns B cBoeM kpeciie, JlaproH NOJHSII PyKy, CJIOBHO coOMpalics MOJIOKUTh €€ Ha IIJIEUO
Cenrras, KOTOPbIH CTOSUI B IECATH LIarax OT HETO.

— Canuch, — HACTOWYUBO MPOU3HEC CTAPHK U C CHIJION OIYCTUII PYKY.

HeBunumas cuna npugasuna CeHrras K IOy U OH, OXHYB, IIOBAJWICSA Ha CIHMHY, CIOBHO
MeIIOK ¢ meckoM. Hactymmna nmonras m HanpspkeHHast may3a. CeHrrail CymopoXHO cooOpaka,
IBITasACh HAUTH XOTh KaKO€-TO 00BSICHEHHE TOMY, YTO IIPOU3OIILIO.

OpHako COBEPILIEHHO HEOKUIAHHO JlaproH Npou3HeC:

— [Noxauryii, MHE ci1e10BajI0 ObI H3BUHHUTHCS MEpe] TOOOH 3a HeoOaymMaHHbIe ciioBa. He o0u-
aiicst Ha cTapuka. S Tak JOJIro KUl OIMH, YTO Pa3ydmICs CIIaXKUBATh OCTPBIE YIJIbI B pa3TOBOPE.

st CeHrrast Takoil MOBOPOT COOBITHI CTal OOJIBIINM OOJIETYCHUEM.

— B nponomxeHue Hamiero pasroBopa sl JOJDKEH 3aJaTh TeOE elle OJUH OYEHb Ba)KHBIN
BOIIPOC, — CKa3aJ JlaproH.

— S cnymiaro Bac, — oro3Basicsi CeHrrai, MoJHUMAsCh C 36MIIH.
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— Tenepsp, Korna Thl HalIENl MEHSI U BBIIOJHWI MOCJEIHIOI BOJIIO CBOETO YUUTEINS, YTO Thl
coOupaelbcs Aenarb? — CIIPOCHII CTaPUK BKPaJIuUBO.

— Cobuparoch BepHyThcs B Tamrak, — He pa3gyMbiBasi, orBeTus1 CeHrTail, — TaMm oCTalluch
JIOpOTUE MHE JIFO/IH.

— Jla-na, KOHEe4HO, — Mpou3Hec J[aproH u 1mocie KOpOTKOW May3bl 100aBUII, — AyMaro, TBOK
Opar... XaHamu, KaXeTcsl, €ro 30ByT? — cTapuk nocMotpes Ha CeHrrasi.

TOT KUBHYII B OTBET.

— Tax BoT, 51 qymaro, TBou Opat Xanamu yxxe nmoopancs no Taynoca u nepenan uMneparopy
U3BECTHE O HamaJeHuu Ha XxpaMm Beunoro ConHua.

— Haneroch, — orBeTun CeHrraii.

— M-na, — npousnec Jlapros, 3aAyM4YnBO Kadas TOJIOBOM, CJIOBHO CeHYac OH AyMaJl O YEM-
TO CBOEM.

Cenrrail 3ameTtus1 370. EMy nokasanoch, YTO CTapuK XOU€T YTO-TO CKa3aTh M HE pella-
eTcs caenarb 310. CHOBa HAacTyNuja NPOAOJKUTENbHAS NTay3a. CeHrTaii, MoI4a, BOPOLIWII BETKON
OCTBIBAIOLIME YIVIM U CMOTPEJ, KAK OHU KPAacCHEIOT KaXKJblil pa3, Korja OH TPEBOXKMI UX, OyATO
BbIKa3bIBasi HEJOBOJIBLCTBO.

Hakonen Jlapron Hapymmi TUIINHY:

— TeGe Henb3s1 0OpaTHO, — MPOU3HEC OH.

CenrTail Obu1 KpaiiHe yIUBIIEH.

— Ilouemy? — cipocui oH U mocMoTpen Ha JlaproHa.

Crapuk oTBeN B3IVISA U OTBETUI:

— Thl emie He TOTOB BEPHYTHCS.

— Ilouemy xe? S OTHOXHYN JOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI MPOJOIKUTH MyTh. K TOMy ke MHE Hajo
HOCHENINTh, BE/1b Bbl CAMU FTOBOPUJIU, UTO U3yparu OyayT UCKATh HAC. 5] TOKEH BEPHYThCS, YTOOBI
3aIUTHUTH CBOUX APY3EH.

— Tb1 HE MOXKENIb 3aAIUTUTD UX, TOWMH 3TO — HacTauBal [{aproH, — Kak TOIbKO U3yparv Ham-
IyT Bac — cpasy ke yObloT. M ThI HE cMOXKeIb M nomeniats. Beomuan xpam Beunoro Conaia, —
n00aBUIJI CTapUK B HaAEXKIe NocTydarbes A0 CeHrras.

Heckonbpko Mmunyt CeHrraii, HaXMypUBIINCh, 00xyMbIBal cioBa Jlaprona. be3 comuenus,
OHM ObUIH CIPABEUINBbI, U CTOMJIO IPUCITYILIATHCS K HUM, HO He 3T0 BojHOBaso Cenrras. Pasnyka
¢ JII0OMMOI, KoTOopasi ¥ Tak OblJIa OYEHb JJOJITOM, MOTJIAa IPOIIUTHCS €LIE TOJBIIIE, a OT 0CO3HAHUS
TOTO, YTO AHalie yrpoXaeT ornacHOCTh, CEHITaro CTaHOBHIIOCH HE T10 cele.

CnoBHO IpOYUTAB €ro MbICIH, [laproH BKpaaunuBO MPOU3HEC!

— TBoe OecrokoiicTBO MHE MOHATHO. HO U ThI JOKEH NOHATH, YTO, B IAaHHBI MOMEHT, BaM
TPOUM JIy4Ille OBbITh IOPO3Hb.

— C yero BbI 3TO B3sUIH? — HEAOBEPUYUBO cripocui CeHrTau.

— Ecnu Bl HE B COCTOSIHUU 3aILIUTUTHCS OT U3yparoB, TO pa3yMHEE BCEro OT HUX CIIPSATAThCS.
Brpoem 310 cienark crmoxHee. [Toka BBl pa3dpocaHbl 1O CBETY, yOuiiiiam OymeT OueHb TSHKETIo
HaiTH Bac. Jlaxke eciu OHM HAWAYT OJHOTO U YOBIOT, 3TO TOJIBKO YCIIOKHUT UX 3aja4dy. S monarato,
YTO OHU HE CTAHYT 3TOro Jenarb. CKopee BCEero, u3ypart y»ke Halllu TBOEro Opara.

Cenrrail X0Te BCTaTh, KaK TOJIBKO YCIIBIIIAT 3TH CJI0BA, HO CTAPUK OCTAHOBUII €0 KECTOM.

— He nano, Cenrraii, oTCtozia Tbl €My HUYEM HE IOMOJKEIIIb.

— Ho xak oHu cMOmIM ero HalWTU? — B3BOJTHOBAHHBIM T0OJIOCOM npousHec CeHrrTai.

— Exou He 3ps Benen Tebe UATH Ha ceBEp Yepes3 jieca TapoB, AEPKach MOJANbILIE OT JOPOL.
[lonsB, 4TO BaM ynanock OexaTh, H3ypard HaBEpHSIKA PEIWIN, YTO BBl OTIIPABUTECH MPSMHKOM
B Taynoc. 310 cOMIO UX € TOJKY M OTHSUIO Bpems. B pesynbrare Bbl NOIYYMIM BO3MOXKHOCTH
nobparbes o Tamraka 6e3 npoucmecTBrii. OHU OTEPSUTH I, K TOMY K€, 5 [ToJIararo, B CXBaTKe
¢ Exon oHu norepsiin napy yenoBek. ITo ociaabuio ux, — oobscHua Japros.

— Ilapy uenoBek? — usymuics Cenrraid. — Tak mano?!
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— Mano? — ynunenso crpocui Jlapros. — Jla ux Bcero-to 0bLI0 4€I0BEK MSTh, HE OobLIe!

Cenrrail nouyBCTBOBaJI, KaK KPOBb 3aCTy4asla B BUCKAaX U 3aKpyXuiiach royioBa. OH MpocTo
HE BEpUJI CBOUM YIIaM.

— Bcero msaTh? — cHOBa mepecpoCuil OH.

— la, — kopoTko oTBeTHII [laproH.

— Ho B xpamMe ObITO OKOJIO COTHU YEJIOBEK. . .

— Beero math, — npepBail CTapuk.

CeHrraii CKJIOHUI TOJIOBY:

— Y0 xKe MHE AenaTh?

— Tw1 nomxen ocrarbcesi, — oTBeTHI JlaproH, — OT/aBasi CBOIO JKHU3Hb, ExOU Hazesscs, 4yTo Thl
HOCTYIUIIb UMEHHO TaK.

— Otkyna Bbl 3HaeTe? — cipocun CeHrrai.

— IIncpMO, — KOPOTKO OTBETHII CTApHK.

— A Kak xe Mo# Opar H...?7 — CIIPOCHJI OH MOCJIE KOPOTKOM May3bl.

— He BonHyiics, naxe eciiv OHM HAIILTH TBOETO OpaTa, 3TO HE IIOMOKET UM PEIIUTh TITaBHYIO
3a/1aqy.

— Ho Benp on npusenet ux B Tamrak, — He yHuManicst CeHrrau.

—Ho ne npusezer ux B ['akxu, — ckazan Jlapron, — 6e3 Te0st HET CMbIC/Ia yOUBATh OCTAIbHbIX.

— Ilouemy?

— Buaumb i1, — nertasncs 00bsacHUTH J[aproH, — u3yparu o01a1atoT CiocOOHOCTHIO YYBCTBO-
BaTh MPUCYTCTBUE YEJIOBEKA, KOTOPOro XOTAT HalWTu. OHM MOTyT HailTu XaHaMu, MOTYT HaWTU
AHaifro, HO He Te0s — IMOKa ThI 371eCh. 3HAYUT, UM IPUICTCS KIATh, TIOKA Tl CaM HE BEPHEIIBCS.

— A BIIpYT sl COBCEM HE BEPHYCb, YTO TOTJa OHU OyayT nenarb? — crpocus CeHrrail.

JaproH ynbIOHyICs.

— OHH TOYYBCTBYIOT JJIOOOBB B ceplie AHaiH, a 3TO CUJIa, KOTOPAs OJHAYKIbI 3aCTABUT TeOs
BEPHYThCSI.

— Ho otkyna Bel 3HaeTe 00 3ToM? — cipocui CeHrraid, CMyLIEHHO OIyCTHB B3IVIS.

— 5] 4yBCTBYIO TO K€ CaMO€ B TBOEM Cep/lle, — OTBeTHI1 JlaproH.

Cenrraii HacTOpoXuIICcs. HECKOBKO MUHYT OH IBITAJICS cOOpaTh BCE CBOU JIOTAJIKU U CIIO-
KUTb UX BoenHO. OHAKO MpeXk/Ie YEM JIeNaTh BBIBOABI, OH PEILIWII 33]1aTh €11 OANH BOIPOC.

— Ckaxure, rocrnoiuH J{apros, moueMy OHH HE CMOTYT HaliTU MEHsI 3/1€Ch?

— [Toromy, 4TO 3TO OYEHH XOPOIIIEEe MECTO, YTOOBI CIPATATHCS, — HEOTIPEIEIIEHHO OTBETHII
CTapUK.

[Tocnennuii Kycouek MO3auku BCTajl Ha CBO€ MeCTO, U CeHrrail BOCKIMKHYI:

— BbI Toke npsiuetech oT usyparos! Benp Tak!

Hapron pacrepsuics. Hekoropoe BpeMst OH Mo4al.

— Te1 mpaB, — HEXOTS OTBETHJI CTAPUK.

— Ho nouemy? — e yuumancst CeHrraii.

— 51 He rotoB ceifuac Tede OTBETUTH, — Ipou3Hec Jlaprox.

— Xopomo. Ho ecnu st 3amepxychb 31€Ch, 4TO 3TO MHE 1acT?

— Bpewms. UtoObl HayunThCS 3alMILATHCS, — OTBETHII JlaproH.

— W k1o xe MeHs HayuuT? — cipocuin CeHrrai, mol03puTeIbHO MPUIILYPHUB I71a3a.

— 1, — JIaproH BcTaz ¢ Kpecia.

Cenrraii mokayaJji roJI0BOH, CJIOBHO COITIAIIASICh CO CBOMMHM MBICIISIMU:

— 3HauuT, BBl TOXKE OAUH U3 ciayxuTeneit xpama UepHoil JlyHsl, kak u rocrioguH Exon.

— Ts1 moramyus, — oTo3Basics JaproH.

— Ho rocnionun Exon He cMOT 3alIUTUTh HAC, — C COMHEHHEM B rojoce rnpousHec CeHrrau.

— 51 cMmory, — yBEpEHHO 3asiBUJI CTAPHK, — MMOXKAIYH, 1 €AMHCTBEHHBIN, KTO CMOXET MOMOYb
Tebe B 3TOM, — J00aBUi OH. — BriOupait cam: yiUTH U yBUIETh CMEPTh JOPOTUX TeOe Jtoaei, a
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3aTeM yMEpPETh CaMOMY, WJIM OCTaThCs U Y3HATh TO, O YEM 3HAIOT JIMIIb HEMHOTHUE; TOJIyYUTh CHUITY,
0 KOTOPOM MOYKHO TOJIBKO MEUYTATh.

— Mse Heo0x0auMo morymMarh, — oTBeTra CeHrTai.

— Pa3zymeercs, 10 3aBTpamiHero yrpa, — NPpOU3HEC CTapHK, — a celyac JaBai CHaTh, yxKe
MO3/IHO.

Crycts moi4aca OHH JIETJIM B CBOM TTOCTEINH, M KaXKIBIM Pa3MBIILISII O cBoeM. Jlapron myman
0 TOM, XBaTUT JIX CHJ U pazyma y CeHrras caenarh npaBWiIbHBIN BeIOOp. He mommacrest nmm on
YyBCTBaM, KOTOPBIE OBJIAJICIIA UM, CMOXKET JIU OH YCTOSTh?

Ho Cenrraii yxe crnenan BbIOOp U TENEpPb, JiekKa B OCTEIN, MBICIEHHO IPOIIAJICS C JII0OU-
MOM, U CEpALIE €r0 Pa3phIBAIOCH OT TSKECTH Pa3ilyKH, KOTOpas MOIvla CcTaTh O4eHb Joaron. Korna
Cenrrail 3aceinai, 1110 AHaiH CTOSII0 IEPE]] €T0 IN1a3aMHU, CBETII