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AHHoOTauus

CkpomHas wkonbHUua CoHa HeoXnaaHHO OTKpbIBAeT B cebe marnveckme crnocoBHOCTU.
YKyc OemoHa cpenan ee TeMHoW BeabMoun. OpHoknaccHuuam, obwxaslivMMm ee, npuaercs
Henerko. Bnpoyem, kak n poguTensMm, — OOBLACHANOLIMM NepemMeHbl B XapakTepe [A0YKu
nepexoaHbIM BO3pacTOM.

C nomouwsio BonwebHoro 3epkana CoHsa nonagaet B LlapctBo TbMbl M HaxoguT Tam
BepHoro gpyra — Ctpawwny. Ho TemHoe LlapcTBo 3aMaHuo ee B CBOM YepTOrn He NPOCTO Tak:
CoHg OomkHa BbIMOMHUTL CTPALUHYKO MUCCUIO, U CNAcTV €€ MOXET TOMbKO BbICLIas Marus —
JTioboBb. ..
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BcTtynneHue

KakoBo 3T0 — B TpHUHAIIATh €T y3HAaTh, YTO TBOMMH IPEBHUMH MpeIKaMy ObUTH TEMHBIN
JIEMOH U KoBapHas BeapMa? CoHst — 100past IeBOUKa, OHA MTPOTUBHUTCS JIAXKE MBICITH O TOM, YTO 3710
MoxeT nodeanTs. Ho ykyc nemona pa3Oyauni B Heit KpOBb MPEAKOB. ..

Kro 651 MOT momymath, 4TO B Hallle BpeMs MOTYT MPOUCXOAUTH uyzaeca. Ja-aa, camble HacTO-
SIUE Yyeca C CAaMbIMU OOBIYHBIMU JIOABMU. XOTs HE Takas y>k CoHsl U 0ObIYHAs, BEJb B €€ IPEB-
HEM POy ObUTH BeIbMbI-XPaHUTEIBHHIIBI. XOPOIIIO, YTO 32 HEll MpUcMaTpUBaeT Moapyra ee npabda-
Oymku Mapraputa TuxonoBHa. OHa U IOJCKAXKET, U TIOMOXKET, U MOJACPKUT B TPYAHYIO MUHYTY.
Ho MHoroe mpuxoautcs pemiatb camoil — Bellb BelbMe-TPaBHUIIE HEIOCTYIHBI TailHbl XpaHUTe-
neit. CoHsl caMa JOJDKHA pas3rajaTh 3arajky (aMuiIbHOTO MeJaiboHA U TailHy BOJIIEOHOTO 3ep-
KaJa.

Dto Gonbluas yaada, KOTAa psSaoM ecTh JIpy3bsi, KOTOpbIE BCeraa MpuayT Ha nomomlb. Ho u
BparoB BOKPYT TaK MHOTO, YTO 37I00HBIE OJJHOKJIACCHUIIBI IO CPABHEHHIO C HUMU KaXKYTCS IIPOCTO
aHrejaMu. ..
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[IpuOau3uBLIMCH BILIOTHYIO K 3epKaiy, CoHsl, Kak 3auapOBaHHasi, CMOTPEJIa Ha CBOE OTpaxKe-
Hue. OHa ¢ M000NBITCTBOM paccMaTpuBajia U3MEHEHUS, HEOKUAAHHO [TPOU30LIEIIINE C €€ JTUL[OM
Y HEKOI/1a 3eJIeHBIMU I1a3amu. YTto-To npoucxonuio ¢ He. iMeHHo B 3Ty munyTy. Her, panbie.
Topasno pansiie 4to-To 3apoAmiiocs B Hel. Mnu npocHynock?.. YeM J07bIIe OHA BIVISABIBAJIACH
B CBOH... TaKUE Yycue Ta3a, TeM OoJbIe OHM e HpaBuiuch. C kax o cekynaoi CoHst cTaHO-
BUJIaCh YBEPEHHEE B 3TOM HOBOM 00Opa3e. OHa clierka CKJIOHUIIA FOJIOBY U YAbIOHYIACh, HE OTPHI-
Basl B3IVIs1/1a OT CBOETO OTpaxkeHHsl. YTO-TO U3MEHMIIOCH HE TOJIBKO B T1a3ax COHHU, HO U B €€ ZylIlIe,
MBICIISIX, XOTSI [I0Ka OHA U 3TOT0 HE Oco3HaBasa. M3MeHunacy naxe ee ynplOka.

Xnonnyna BxoaHast 1epb. COoHS, OUHYBIINCH, PE3KO TIOBEPHYJA TOJIOBY B CTOPOHY 3BYKa.
Hewmwurarommm B3mIsS0M OHA CMOTpEIa Ha CTEHY, CJIOBHO BOBCE M HE OBIJIO HUKAKOH CTEHBI, pa3-
JeTISIOIIEeH IPUXOXKYIO U ee KoMHaty. U, XOTs Bce OBUIO Ha CBOEM OOBIYHOM MECTE, M JJaKE JIBEPh
B €€ KOMHaTy Oblia 3akpbiTa, COHS TOYHO 3HaJA, YTO B KBapTHpY 3anuia Harama. 91o Obuto Kakoe-
TO HeoObsicHUMOE 4yTh¢. Hukorma panpmie CoHs He UCTIBITHIBAJIA HIUETO 1moo0Horo. He HykHO
OBLIO MPUCTYIINBATHCS K IIIaraM, oJICMaTpUBaTh B IPUOTKPHITYIO 1BEPb. .. «HaBepHOE, 3TO 1 ecTh
TOT CaMblif FHCTUHKT, 0 KOTOpoM roBopuiia Halinana. 3HauuT, Tenepsb U st MOI'y 4yBCTBOBAaTh Ha pac-
CTOSIHMM HE TOJIKO BEIbM M KOJIYHOB, a JIake OOBIYHBIX JIFOZCH. ..» — mogymana Cons. C 3amxym-
YMBOW YJIBIOKON OHA MOJOIIA K KPOBAaTH M Jieria, Ml B MOTOJIOK M MPUCITYIINBAsCh K CBOUM
HOBBIM OILYIIEHHUSM.

— EcTb KTO ToMa? — MOCBIIIAJICS TOJIOC CECTPHI.

Cons npomoinyana. OHa 3akpbliia I1a3za, yToO Jydllle IPOYyBCTBOBATH 3TH HEBEPOSITHHIE
OLLYILIEHUsI, KOTOpBIE, Pa3IMBasICh 110 €€ BeHaM, HanoyHsAau Teno. Cuna? Jla, onpeneneHHo, cuia
BeabMbl. Ho 66110 U emte uTto-10. COHS HUKaK He MOIJIa MOHATh — YTO.

Harama 3arnsHyna B KOMHATy:

— Crmmib, yto u? He oTBeuaens. ..

CoHs 0TKpbUIa IV1a3a U HEJAOBOJIBHO B3MIISIHYJIA HA CECTPY, KOTOpasi OYeMy-TO BAPYT cTaja
pasapaxarsb.

— Te11ero 3to nexuins? [1noxo ceds yyBcTByenib? bonut yto-T0? —3aBosiHOBanack Hararma.
Omna noponuia K Kpoaru U nmotporaina oo Conn: — XKapa, Kaxercs, HeT. ..

— la Hudero y MeHst He 601uT! — HeokuanHo 3akpuyana Cons u rpyoo otkuHyna Harammny
pyky. — Yero npunenunacs?

— Ja s1... — Harama 3amsnace, He 0xuasi TAKOW pEaKLUU CECTPBI, U IIpUXKaia pyKH K IpyaH,
CJIOBHO 005ICh, YTO OHM CaMHU T10 cede CHOBa MoJe3yT npoBepsATh y CoHm TeMmiepatypy. — S mpocto
MHTEPECYIOCh. .. ThI ke OoJena B IepeBHE. .. 5 IOAyMaJa. .. s )K€ BOJHYIOCH.

— A He Haji0 BOJIHOBaTheA! — pa3apaxkeHHo oTBeTHiia CoHs, cenla Ha KpOBaTH U MPUCTAIbHO
nocmoTtpeina Ha Haramry. — Co MHoI Bce B opsiike. Moy stydiiie B CBOIO KOMHATY.

— CoHs, uyTO ciyunsoch? S He MoHUMaIO. ..

— OT-BA-JIN! — rpoMko u ueTko BeiroBopuiia CoHsl, Isiid B I1a3a cectpe. — Tenepb noHsia?

Harama pacrepstHHo noxana miedamu U Bbinuia 3 ConnHol komHarsl. Korna neps 3a Helt
3aKkpbuIach, COHsI OMSITh OTKMHYJIACh HAa OAYLIKU M yCTaBUJIACh B ITOTOJIOK. B ee B3misae He ObLI0
coxxanenus. He ObI10 HIUYETO, KPOME CITOKOMCTBUS, KOTOPOE TPAaHUUYMIIO C OEe3pazIMuneM.

Bckope nomoii ¢ mporyiku BepHyInch Mama ¢ MaibsliiioM Canbkoit. CoHst OTMeTHIIA PO cedsl,
YTO U MaMy OHa IOYyBCTBOBAJIA €II€ /10 TOrO, Kak Ta 3aroBopuia. Ho BcraBath ¢ MOCTENN U TEM
0oJtee BBIXOIUTH U3 KOMHATHIL, YTO0 €€ BCTPETHTD, He ObLTO Jkesanusl. HUKTo 1 HU4TO HE CMOTJIO OB
ceiiyac OTBJIE€Yb €€ OT TOr0 TAMHCTBEHHOTO, YTO NMpoucxoanio ¢ Heil. CoHsl oliry1iaia, Kak Maruie-
CKasi cuJjia pa3JIiBaeTcs 10 BeHaM, IpoOysk1asi B HEH He TOJIbKO ApeMaBLINe YMEHUs, HO U €I1I€ YTO-
TO paHee il HeBeoMoe. .. S 1, monaBIIuii B paHy, pa30yIuiI-TaKu MEKPOCKOITMYECKYIO KaIlTio TEM-
HOM KpOBH, OCTaBIIyIOCS €l B HacieAcTBO 0T Bopona u 31m06H0# BeapMbl OrHesipbl. Kak ympsi-
MBI 3aXBaTYMK MOAYMHSAET ceOe Bce HOBBbIE U HOBBIE 3€MJIM, TaK U TEMHAsI KPOBb OTpaBJslla Liar
3a mraromM COHMHO Teno u aynry. Claakui, TATYIHH 71 3aKpajbIBaJICs, TPUHOCS C COO0H IPUTBOP-
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HYIO PaJ0CTh, 0OOMaHBIBasi pa3yM, IPOMUTHIBASI MBICIIH, MBITAACH PAa3pPYIIUTh BCE JOOPOE U 3am0I-
HUTH CO00i ocBoOOAMBIIIEeCS MecTo. [Ipousomnmio To, yero Tak 6osutack Maprapura THXOHOBHA!
Cons, cama TOrO He kenast, nepepoxkaanach. OHa CTaHOBUIJIACH TEMHOM BEJIbMOM. . .

3a cTeHKoi Mama 0 yeM-To pasroBapuBaia ¢ Harameil. CoHs cipliana uX NpUNTyLIECHHbIE
royioca, HO Jiayke He IbITaNIach MPUCITYyMaThes K ciaoBaM. Eif 6pu10 Bee paBHO. Teneps eif BIpyT
MHOT0€ CTaj10 6€3pa3InYHO, U OT 3TOT0 HEBEPOATHO JIETKO.

Heoxunanuo nsepb B KOMHATy OTKpbLIAch, M Ha IOpore mokasanach MaMa. M3-3a ee mieua
BbINIAAbIBasIa Haraika ¢ 00M>KeHHO MoIKaTbIMU I'y0aMu.

— Bot nocMotpu — nexur, — ckazana Harama ¢ TakuM BHIOM, Kak OyZITO JIeXKaTh — 3TO CaMOe
y’KaCHO€ MPECTYIJICHUE, — U XaMUT CTapIIUM.

— OTO TBI, 4TO JIK, cTapuiasi? — ycMexHyaach CoHsl.

— Bot Bugums? OmsTh XaMUT.

— Cons, y T€0s1 9T0-TO 00IUT? — 3a0CCIIOKOMIIACH Mama.

— Ooox!.. — mpotspxHO BeIoXHYNIA COHSI M 3aKaTuiia rasa. — Jla Hudero y MeHs He 0omut!

— A uto ciayuminocsk? Thl KaK-TO HEBa)KHO BBIIVISAUIIG. . .

— Hu-ue-ro! — rpomko orBetusna CoHs U OTBEpHYNACHh K cTeHe. — OTcTaHbTe BCE OT MeHs!..

— Tr1 kak ¢ MaMoii pazroBapuBaelib? — Bo3MyTHiIack Harama.

— A 51 HUKOTO B CBOIO KOMHATY HE 3Baja, — napuposana CoHsl, HE TIOBOpaunBasi FOJIOBBI.

— Ouenb Hago! — Harama XMbIKHYsa, pa3BepHY/Iach U BBILLIA.

— JleBouku, 1a 4TO Takoe mpou3ouuio? — Mama pacTepsiHHO TOCMOTpEJIa Ha CBOUX JI0UEPEi.
Comns Tak u Jexana, OTBEpHYBILUCH K CTE€HE, I0Ka3bIBasi BCEM CBOMM BHJIOM, YTO HE JKEJIAeT HU C
KeM o0miarbes. Mama moMmeinia CeKyHay U Bbiluia cienom 3a Harameit B kopuaop: — Harama!
Bw1 noccopuuch?

— 51 He 3HAal0, — IPYCTHO ycMexHynack Haraia, — 3Ta MansiBka Haopaja Ha MEHs Ha IIyCTOM
mecte, 0e3 MpUUnHBI!

— CoBepIIeHHO Ha Hee He TIOX0Xke! — ynmuBmiIach Mama. — MOXeT OBbITb, ThI €€ YeM-TO 00u-
nena? Haraia, Thl e B3pociasi, KOHTPOJIUPYH CBOU CJIOBA.

— Hy, mama!.. Yem st moryia ee oOuaets? A npocTo cnpocuia, Kak oHa ceOst 4yBCTBYeT. ThI ke
HE 00MKaebes, Koraa Teds 00 3ToM criipammBaroT? BoT. A oHa Haopayia Ha MEHSL.

Bapyr onu 06e B3IpOorHyiy OT pe3Koro U rpoMkoro xJsionka. CoHst Bctajia co CBOei KpoBaTy,
4yTOO CO BCETO pa3Maxy 3axJIONMHYTh IBEPh B CBOCH KOMHATE U Jieub 00paTHO. B cnanbpHe poguTeneit
OT 9TOTO 3ByKa ITPOCHYJICS | 3aIIakai MasieHpKuil Calika, 1 Mama, BCIDIECHYB pyKaMu, oOeskaa
ero ycrnokaupath. OT nerckoro kpuka CoHst OynTo OYHYJIACh, OHA MOJCKOYMIIA C KPOBATU U CJlie-
Jajia miar K JIBEpH, HO TYT JKe €€ BUCKH MTPOH3MIIA Y)KacHas pe3kasi 00ib. COHS CXBaTHIIACh PyKaMH
3a roJIoBy W 3acTtoHaina. HeBeiHOCHMMast 00J1b, 3BEHS, IPOHMU3BIBANIA €€ MO3T THICSYaMH pacKalleH-
HBIX UNI. Maneinee qBUKEHUE B CTOPOHY JIBEPU — U JJAXKE MBICIA O TOM, YTO €i HY>KHO BBIWTH,
YTO OHA HENPABA, YTO HY’KHO U3BUHUTHCSI, BHI3bIBAJIN BCE HOBBIE M HOBBIE UMITYJIbCHI O0JIH, OT KOTO-
PBIX XOTEJIOCh CKaThCsl U CTOHATh, IOTOMY YTO Ja)K€ Ha KpUK He XxBarajio cuil. CoHs, HEe IS,
c/ierana Iar Ha3aJl ¥ pyXHyia Ha KpoBaTb. [locTerneHHo 00:1b yiia, ycTynas MecTo 0e3pa3induio.

YT1pom CoHs eBa OTKpbUIA [VIa3a U TYT K€ MOHsUIA, YTO BCE BOKPYT U3MeHMUIIOoCh. Her, B ee
KOMHATe BCE OCTaJOCh MO-TIPEKHEMY: MeOelb, KHUTH, 3epKajio... CoHIle Tak e, KaKk 1 BUepa,
HIApWJIO Jy4YaMH IO MOJIy U CTE€HaM, M TaK € B MPHUOTKPBITOE OKHO 3aJIETaj C YJIMIBI 3ByKU

OT IIyMa MalllMH BIOCPEMCIUIKY CO Hle6eTaHI/IeM NTHIO U IICJICCTOM JIUCTBCB, TIOTPCBOKCHHBIX BET-
9



H. A. Yybaposa. «Codbs u LlapctBo TbMbi»

poMm. Tonbko Tenepb 3TO HE pajoBallo, a, HAOOOPOT, pasapaxaio... CoHs NOMOPUINIACK, KAK OT
00111, BCTaja ¢ MOCTENIN U 3aXJIOMHYJIA OKHO.

— O, mpocHynace Hallla KpacaBuua, — ynblOHynacs Harama, korna CoHst B OHON HOYHOMU
COpOYKE BBIIILIA U3 cBOeH KoMHaThl. — Hy 4To, Beicnanach? Yiydmuiaoch HacTpoeHue?

Cons cmepuiia ee B3IIAIOM U, HUUEro HE OTBETUB, MIPOIILIA B BaHHYIO.

— Bupare, He ymyummiocs. .. — cama cede orsetusna Harama.

CoHs BKIIIOYMIIA BOAY U, YCTAJIO ONEPIINCh HA PAaKOBUHY, B3IVISIHYJIA HA ce0s B 3epKaJlo.

— S xak pazBaitoxa... — npouentaia oHa. — Kak Oyaro HOUblO He cHazia, a Oropoj BCKO-
nana...

B3noxHyB, OHa moacTaBUia MOA CTPYIO XOJOJHOM BOJBI PYKY M MEUIEHHO IPOBENA €10
no auily u mee. [Ipoxmana Boasl ocBexasa U Bo3Bpamiaia K xu3Hu. [locrenenno CoHst mpuinia
B HOpMy. Hactpoenue He ynyummnocs, HeT. [IpocTo oHa cioBHO HaTsiHy/Na Ha ce0s Macky, orpa-
JTUBIIKCH OT BO3MOXXHOCTH MPOSIBIATH J00PHIE YYBCTBA, KOTOPBIEC TEMEPh BHI3BIBAIHN Y HEE TOIHKO
MYUUTENbHYIO 00Jb. BocmOMUHaHUS 0 BuepalllHeM MPUCTYyNE ObUIN €LIE CIUIIKOM CBEXH, U OHA
HE XOTeJNa, 4T00 OH MOBTOPHIICS.

Bepnysiunch B komHaty, CoHSl OTKpbLIa MIKad U C yIUBICHUEM yCTaBUIIACh B HETO, KaK OyATO
yBUJIEJa BCIO ATY OZEK/Y BIIEPBBIE.

— Kak st Moria Takoe HOCHTB?.. — OPE3MTMBO MOMOPIIMBIINCH, TIPOOOPMOTAIIa OHA.

[Tomenyue, CoHsl pelIUTENHHO OTOABUHYJA B CTOPOHY BEIIAJKY CO IIKOJILHON (opMOii,
NEpEBUHYIA €IIE HECKOJbKO BEHIAJIOK C ONSXKIO0M, Oermio paccmarpuBas ux. Hakonen ona
BBIOpajia YepHbIC y3KHUe OPIOKK U YEPHBI TOHKHI CBUTEP, HAJEeNa BCE 3TO U, IOCMOTPEB Ha ceds
B 3€pKaJjio, 00OPHUTENBHO YABIOHYIACch. UepHas o1ex/1a, BOJIOCH, I71a3a — 00pa3, KOTOPHIH Tenepb
Kazascs el coBepiieHcTBOM. OT OTpaykeHus B 3epKaiie Besuio cuioi. CoHs 3ariena BoJIoChl B KOCY
U, ellle pa3 OpOCUB OLICHUBAIOIIMI B3I Ha CBOE OTpa)KEHHE, MPOIUIA Ha KyXHI0. Mama yxe
IPUTOTOBUJIA 3aBTPAK M HAKpbIBaJla HA CTOJL.

— I roroBa, — 00bsiBrs1a COHS, MTOSIBUBIIIUCH HA MTOPOTE.

— A Kkak xe (hopma? — yIMBHIACh MaMa, 3aCTBIB C TAPEIKON B pyKax.

— Hawm cka3anu, MOXHO U Tak, — HE MOPTHYB In1a30M, coBpana CoHs U ycenach 3a CTOJL.

— Jla? — Mama HeZ1oBepUHBO OIJIsA/IEINa €€.

— Ara, — CoHs B3sJ1a U3 €€ pyK TapeiKy C OMJIETOM, — IJIaBHOE, 4TO0 LBET OJEXK]bl ObLI
He sapkui. Tak u ckasanu. Hy y MeHs ke He ApKHid.

— Hy na, — cormacuiiace Mama, BCe €lie HeIOBEPUYUBO CMOTPSI HA JI0Yb. — A YTO ke y Bac
(hopMy TOJIBKO Ha OJIMH IO/ BBEJIH?

— He 3Har0... HaBepHoe, — ¢ HEBO3MYTHMBIM BHIOM Moxana riedamu CoHsi, He epecTaBast
KEBarTh.

Ha kyx#ro 3anuia Harama. Ona Monydana, 4To0 B ouepeIHOM pa3 He HapBaThCs HAa XaMCTBO
U rpy00CTh, ¥ TOJIBKO MEJIBKOM IOCcMOTpena Ha cecTpy. CoHs mpocieauia B3nisaoM, kak Harama
ceJla 3a CTOJ U MPUHSIIACh 3aBTPAKaTh.

— Yero momuuinb? — yeMexuynack Consi. Hatama naxe monepxHysach:

— A dero ¢ To00i1 pazroBapuBarh? Thl Ha Ka)kJ10€ MO€ CJIOBO WJIM MOJIYUILb, UIU KPUUHUILIb,
KaK HEHOpMaJlbHasl.

— Ja nmagHo Tebe, — cHUCXOAMUTEIbHO OTBeTHJIa COHS TOHOM, KAaKUM pPa3roBapuBaioOT
C MaJICHbKUMH JI€TbMH, — HE TIPUIUPAKCS.

— D70 1 elle U NPUANPaCh? — UCKpeHHEe ynuBmiack Haraima.

— JleBouku, He ccopbrech! Hy uTo e 3710 Takoe? — Bo3MyTuiIach Mama. — Buepa pyranucs,
U CETOJIHS C CaMOI'0 yTpa HauWHAEeTCHl. . .

— A MBI ¥ HE cCOpUMCS, — CIOKOMHO oTBeTHIIa COHSI, — MBI pocTo obmraemcs. [IpaBaa Benp? —
noBepHysach oHa K Haraie v B3misiHys1a HE HEe Tak, YTO Ta HEBOJIBHO MOEXKUIIACh.

— Jla yx, obmaemcs. .. — noaTBepauia Haramra, HO kKak-To HEYBEpEHHO.
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— Bor u xopoio, — o0paioBaiack MaMa, — MHE TaK HPABUTCS, KOTZa Bbl APY’KHBIE.

B mkony monutn Bmecre. Boliias u3 noabe3na, Harama 3akpeuia miasa v MoaHsja rojioBy,
HOJICTABJISAS JIUIIO0 OCEHHEMY, HO IIOKa €IIe TEIJIOMY COJIHILY:

— Kakas uynecnas noroza!.. [IpaBna? — BocTOpKEHHO BOCKJIMKHYJAa oHA. Ho B OTBET ycCibI-
najga rpo3Hoe mwunenue. Harama omisiHysnack Ha 3BYK U € y»acoM yBujena, kak CoHsl, BbICTa-
BUB PYKH C COTHYTBIMH HAJIBIIAMH, CIIOBHO BBIITYCTHB KOTTH, TPO3HO IIUIHT Ha JBOPOBYIO COOAKY
HE Xy’Xe JIF000T0 KOTa.

— Conbka! — kpuknHyna Harama. — Tel uTo, ¢ yma conura?! 3auem cobaky apa3HuIib? A eciiu
oHa Ha Tebst Opocutcs? Ecnu nokycaer?

— He nokycaert, — ycMexnynacs CoHsi, IOCMOTPEB Ha CECTPY U€pe3 IIIeH0, — IPOCTO HEYETO
KO MHE TIOAXOAUTb, KOTZIa 51 3TOTO HE XOuYy.

— Dro xe lapuk! — Bocknukayna Harama. — CoepiienHo 6e300uanbIi nec. He mornmaro,
yero Tede B3AyMajoch €ro Apa3HuTh... Cama ke MmojKapmiiiBaja ero, a Tenepb He X0uellb, 4T00
OH K Tebe noaxonuin?!

Ho Couns1, ka3asioch, HUUETo HE Ciblllana, OHa CHOBA MOBEPHYJIACh K cOOaKe U MPUCTAIBHO,
OyATO TMIIHOTU3UPYsl, IOCMOTpEsa Ha Hee. A Ta BAPYT MOXKala XBOCT, 3aCKYJIMIA U MONATHIIACh
3a yron aoma. CoHsl, 10BoJbHas co00i, MOCMOTpEsa Ha CECTpPY, HO Ta, IIOXOXKE, HE pas3lensiia ee
PazoCTU U JIMIIb YKOPU3HEHHO M0Kayaja rojJoBOH.

— Jla uro ¢ To60# npoucxoaut? Thl KaKas-TO CTpaHHast, — paCTEPSIHHO cKa3ayia oHa, a CoHs
TOJIBKO TOKaJIa TUIEYaMU |, TPSAXHYB KOCOM, TIOIIIA K aBTOOYCHON OCTaHOBKE.

3aiing B kiacc, CoHsl HampaBuiIach NPSIMUKOM K CBOEH MapTe, cejla U OTBEPHYJIACh K OKHY.
Menbl111e Bcero el ceifuac XO0Tenoch pa3roBapuBarh ¢ keM-To. OHa Morpy3uiach B CBOU MBICIH,
Y IIOCTENIEHHO Pa3rOBOPHI OJHOKIACCHUKOB 3a CIIMHOW MPEBPATUINCH B PABHOMEPHBIN 3BYKOBOM
(oH, Kak Iyl yibst. OHa Y€TKO MOYYBCTBOBAJA, YTO BOKPYT HEE CIIOBHO MOSIBIJICS HEBHIUMBIH IIIap.
OH orpaxan ee oT BCero, 4YTo ObUIO 3a €ro npeaenamu. BHyTpHu OblI0 CLIOKOIHO, YETKO, THXO,
a 3a HUM — Pa3MbITO, HETOYHO, MyTHO, TYJIKO...

— IIpuBeT! — mOCINBIIIAIOCh COBCEM PSJIOM.

Hesuaumsiii map gonnyin. CoHs pe3ko nmoBepHynach. Ha coceqnem ctyne cuzena ee moapyra
Hacts u cuactiuBo ynsi0anack. «4eMy MOXKHO Tak paioBaTbes?» — pa3ipaxkeHHo nogymana CoHsl,
a BCJIyX MIPOM3HECIIA HEYTO HEUJICHOPa3AeIbHOE, TI0OX0KEE HAa OTBETHOE ITPUBETCTBHE.

— Hy pacckassiBaii ckopee, kak TaM Bce y TeOs nmpouuto! [Tomuums, Th1 BYepa obemniana?
51 Tebe 3BOHMIIA-3BOHMIIA, HUKAK HE MOIvIa JJO3BOHUThCA. Bee nero nymana, kak Tam y Teds nena, —
taparopwia Hacrs.

— 3Haenb... S He X0uy OombIIe ¢ TOOOH CHIeTh, — HE OTBETHB Ha e¢ BOIpoc, ckazana CoHs.

Hacrsa Bce eme ynpibanach, HO 3T0 Oblila, CKOpee, MEXaHUUeCKas yiIbIOKa, CJIOBHO CITy4aiHO
3a0bITast Ha JIMIIE, HO IV1a3a YK€ ObUIN MOJIHBI YAUBICHUS U HETOHUMAaHMSL.

—Yt0? — pactepsinHO nepecnpocuia Hacts, nymast, 4To €l mocislmanocs.

— Yro capimana. 5 xouy cuzets ogHa. ITO MOsI MapTa, sl TOpas/lo paHblie TeOs 31ech cena,
H03TOMY Iepecs/ib Kyda-HUOyb Ha Ipyroe MecTo.

— Cyumiocs uro-uuOyns? — Hacts mepecrana yneidarbest. — S Te0st aem-To obuerna?

— Ecnu 6b1 ThI MeHst obuzena, T1o... — CoOHS yCMeXHyJach M HE cCTajla IPOAOJIKATh,
9T0 OBLIO OBI B TakoM citydae. — [IpocTo st 6osbIe He X0uy CHAETH C TOOOM 3a OHOM MapTOoi.

Hacts nmpucransao cMotpena Ha COHIO, HE B CHIIaX MOHSTH YTO MPOUCXOAUT. MOXKET OBITH,
3TO KaKOoW-TO AypHOH coH? Minu cTpanHas myTtka? B kakoil-ro MomeHT COHS CIOBHO yCOMHMIIACh
B MPAaBUJIbHOCTU CBOUX JEHCTBUI, Kak OyATO OUHYJach OT HaABaKJIEHHUS U OCO3HAJa, YTO HENb3s
TaK MOCTYIATh C JIy4ylled noAgpyroi. B ee B3misge NmosABMIIOCH KaKOE-TO CMSATEHUE U BOJHEHHE.
Ho sto mnunock numib cexyHy. Yepe3 MrHOBEHHE OHA OTSITh ObLIAa XOJIOAHA U MOJHA PEIIMMO-
ctu. Hacts, Tak 1 He Ok 1aBIIMCh Pa3yMHOT0 OOBbSCHEHUS TAKOTO CTPAHHOT'O IIOBEICHUS IOJPYTH,
MoOJT4a BCTaJsla M yluia Ha ipyroe Mecto. CoHsl, ake He IOCMOTPEB €l BCIIE/1, OTBEPHYJIACh K OKHY.
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HyxHo ObUIO KaK MOYKHO CKOp€e BOCCTAaHOBUTH HEBUUMBIN LIap U OCTATHCS OJHOW B 3TOM, MOJ-
HOM JIIOZICH, TIOMCILICHUH.

YBUAEB, YTO MECTO OCBOOOIMIIOCH, 3UMUH, HE MelIKasl, nojcen K CoHe, KHHYB CBOIO CYMKY
BO3J1€ mapThl. JIeHHC Hajenal CTOJIBKO IPOXOTY M TaK COTpscajl MapTy, yCTPauBasiCh Ha HOBOM
MECTE, 4TO ITO TPYAHO OBLIIO HE 3aMeTUTh, HO COHSI O-TIPEKHEMY CUEIIA, TOBEPHYBIINCH K HEMY
Y KO BCEM OJJHOKJIACCHUKAM CIIMHOM, U 3alyMYHUBO CMOTpEJIa B OKHO.

— Bro1 Tonpko mocmotpute! OHU yxe u cunar Bmecre! Bot yx cnaakas mapodka — rych aa
rarapouka. A TouHee, nayk u myxa! — Crnosa [1laxuHo# BbI3BaIM IPOMKUI CMEX.

CoHs, OHSB, YTO pedb UJET O HEH, TOBEPHYJIACh B CTOPOHY HEYTOMOHHOM MapuHKH U crio-
KOMHO OTBETHIIA:

— HampachHo Tl k0 MHe nemsenibes. Xouemb BoHy? Tbl ee mosnyuuinb. ToJbKO MOTOM
HE IJ1ayb.

— Oi1, Hanyrana! O, npsiMo BCst TPACYCh OT cTpaxa!l

— OT0 THI elle MOoKa He TpscelIbCsl, — ycMexHynach COHsl M BAPYT IPUIIO/HATIA OpOBb, 03a-
peHHas unueeH, — Hy-Ka, OKaXKu, KaK Hy’KHO TPSICTUCH [10-HACTOSIILIEMY.

Cons npucranbHO B3MIsHY/a Ha llaxuHy cBOMMHU YepHBIMH, Kak Oe3/1Ha, Ila3aMU U €1Ba
3aMETHO MOAYJa B € CTOPOHY. Ta, C:KaBIIUCH, CIIOBHO OT X0JI0/a, 3a/ipoXkajla TakK, YTO BCE yCIIbl-
IIaJIH, KaK CTy4aT ee 3yOnl. Pebsram ToibpKo Aaii moBoA A1 cMexa. A apoxaiast o npocboe Conn
MapuHka — pa3Be 3T0 He ONIMYHBIN 1ToBOA? Bee 3acMmesnch ¢ HOBOM cuioi. A CoHsl, y10BIIETBO-
PUBLINCH CBOEH MIPOJETIKON U OTIIYCTHUB CBOIO KEPTBY, CHOBAa OTBEPHYJIACh U MOTPY3UIaCh B CBOU
MBICIIH.

— Tst 9T0, TEMEpPH MO, YTO JIN? — penrrics cnpocuts Jlenuc, Buas, uto Cons He oOpamiaer
Ha HETO BHUMAaHUS.

— CaM TbI 3MO!.. — HEe MoBOpauuBas rojoBbl, oTBeTUIa COHS.

— A xto 1617 [0T? Sl B HUX HE Pa30UPaIOCh.

— Hukro! OTtBanu! — naxke He yAOCYKUBIIUCH TOCMOTPETh HA HEr0, OyATO OH OBLIT HEB3pay-
HOM OyKkamkoi, ckBo3b 3yOs! orBeTHIIa CoHsl. — S cama 1o cebe.

— A moueMy TOra B YepHOM? — HE YHUMAJICA 3UMMUH.

— Iloromy uTo HpaBuTCs Tak... OTCTaHb, g cka3anal.. A TO BBUIETUIIb OTCIOJA.

— A gero ot TeOst Hacts oTcena? — mociie HeOObIIOH May3bl MEMHYT OH, YABIOAsCh U BBITSI-
ruBas 1Iek0, 4T00 3amisiHyTh COHE B JIMIIO WK XOTS Obl OKa3aThCsl B €€ MOJIE 3PEHMUS.

CoHst HUYero He OTBETWJIA, HO BAPYT PE3KO IMOBEPHYJAch M MOCMOTpENAa HAa HEro Tak,
yT0 JIeHHC HEBOJIIBHO MOEKUIICS, U YAbIOKa MEAJIEHHO COILIA C €ro JUa. bplio yTo-T0 cTpaHHoe
B ee B3naae. CtpaHHoe u cTpaiHoe. [leHuc, He oTpbIBasch, cMoTpes Ha COHIO, U OHA, BUJIS €T0
UCIIYT, HEOXKH/IaHHO I'POMKO 3acMesiack. B kabuHeTe cpasy Bce 3aMOI4aid U YIUBICHHO IOCMOT-
penu B UX CTOPOHY, HACTOJIbKO HENPUBBIUHBIM ObLT ee cMmex. CMex oTpaxalics OT CTE€H, MHO-
KWICA U, Ka3aJI0Ch, pa3aaBajcs 0ToBCIoay. L{BeThl, cTosmIMe B TOpIIKaX HAa OAOKOHHUKAX, MEJIKO
3aJlpoXKaJii CBOMMU JIMCTOYKAMHU, TETPaId U YUEOHUKH 3alIENECTENM CTPAaHUL[AMHU U MOJIeTeNn
10 KJIacCy, KHUTU OJiHA 3a APYroi Hayalu Najarh C MOJIOK, CTEKJIA 3aApede3Kaiu, CTOIbl BAPYT
Hayalu HOANPHIrMBaTh, TPOMKO CTy4a o noiy. PebsTta 3amepnu, kak 3aBopoxeHHble, a CoHs,
C BOCTOPIOM OIVISAbIBAsl IPOUCXOJAIIEE BOKPYT, XOX0Tajla ¢ HOBOW CUIIOH.

— 3npaBcTByiiTe, pedara. Uto 3To y Bac TyT 3a Becenbe? — cnpocwmia Tamapa [lerpoBHa,
BoIis B Kiacc. CoHst mepecTasa cMesITbes. TyT ke yueOHUKH, mapsAmre Mo KaOuHeTy, pe3Ko 0cTa-
HOBWJIMICh U PYXHYJIH Ha 1oj1. Pe0sita, O4HyBIINCEH, TOBEPHYJIHNCH K YYUTEIBHUIIE, KOTOPAsi, OTJIs-
JIeB Kjacc, mpoaospkuia: — Yto 370 Bel TyT TBopuTe? Ilouemy Takoii 6ecriopsiiok B kabuHere?

Bce ¢ ynuBienneMm ycraBmiIMCh Ha pa3OpocaHHbIE MOBCIONY yueOHUKH U TeTpaau. Hukro
HE MOT OOBSCHHUTD, YTO MPOUIOIILIO.

— Consl, THI pa3Be HE 3HACHIb, YTO y HAC B IIIKOJIE BBEeIEHA o0s3arenbHas popma? — cTporo
crpocuiia Tamapa [lerpoBHa.
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— 3Haro, — HeBO3MYTUMO oTBeTHIa COHSL.

— A onarort! — ycmexnyscs 3uMuH, 1 CoHst Opocuiia Ha HEro ObICTPBIN HEOBOJIBHBIN B3IVISA.

— 3a mpepenaMu IIKOJIBI MOXKeTe OBITh KEM BaM B3AyMAaeTcs, XOTb HHOIUIAHETSIHAMH Hapsi-
XKairech. A 31ech, OynbTe M0OpBI, MPHUIEPKUBANTECH MIKOMBHBIX mpaBwi. [loHsaTHO? — Tamapa
[TerpoBHa cnenana may3y. — JlagHo, CEeToqHS YK HE OTHPABIIO TEOS TOMOH MepeoIeBaThCsl, a 3aB-
Tpa 4yTo0 ObLIa B (hopme!

Cons npomosyaia U CHOBa OTBEPHYJIACh K OKHY.

Beuepom, pacnpapmsisi moctenb, COHS 3aMETHIIA YTOJIOK TETPAI, TOpYAIIUNA HU3-TI0J MaT-
paca. OCTOpOXXHO JIBYMsI TaJbIIAMH TIOTSHYJIA 32 HETO W BBITAIWIA CBOM THEBHUK. [logymarh
Tosibko! OHa coBceM mpo Hero 3abbuta. Kak Oynro ¢ Tex mop, Kak MOJ0XKujIa ero Clojaa, mpouuia
HE Hezes, a 1esnasi BEe4HOCTh. COHS OTKpBIIA €T0 M MPOOEkKaIach B3MISIIOM TI0 CTPOYKAM.

— XM... Kak Oyaro 3T0 mucan COBEpPIIEHHO APYrod YelOBEK, — YAMBICHHO MPOOOpPMO-
Taja OHa.

3aTeM Ha CeKyH/y 3a/JyMajach, B3sja Py4Ky ¥ CKIIOHWIACH HAJl CTPAaHHUIIAMHU.

2 cenmsaopsi.

A uyscmeyro umo-mo cmpantoe... He moey oovacuume umo... Kak 6yomo
MUp NepesepHyICcs U 51 — MO Yice He s, A KMOo-mo Opy2oll — He3HAKOMbIU U
yyorcou. M smom «kmo-mo» nocmynaem npomug moetl 801u... Tounee, e2o 60
cmanosumcs moeu. MHozoa s 0co3naio, ymo noCmynaro HenpaguibHo, HO HUYe2o
He Mo2y ¢ coboti nodenams. Mue kak 6y0mo Hpasumcs 4y8cmeosams ceos CuibHee
OCMANIbHBIX, NOHUMASL CB80€ NPeBOCX00Cmeo. Bedv s u mak cunbHee npocmuvlx
Jo0etl, maxk noyemy Ovl He 80CNONb308AMbCS FIMUM?

A na camom Oene He NOHUMAIO, YMO CO MHOU npoucxooum... A 6yomo
pazosausairoce. To mHe xouemcs 6ce Kpyuiums, mo 0pye s C108HO NPOCLINAIOCH,
U MHe CMAHOBUMCS CMBIOHO 3a mo, ymo s oenaro... Ho s nuueco ne mozy
nooenams co ceouMuU dHceranuamu. A ux ne koumpoaupyio!

Bce pazopasicaem. Ilpocmo 6ecum! OOHoKaCCHUKO8 Vorce 8udemb He MOz,
Xomsl ce200Hs. MONbKO 8MOPOU 0eHb yuebHo2o 2o0a. U yuumens 6ecam. Bhewnui
8UO MOU UM He NOHPABUICAL... Yeuosam onu 3a6mpa meHs 8 hopme!

CoHs mocTtaBuiia )KPIpHI:IfI BOCKJ'II/IL[aTeJ'II)HBII\/'I 3HaK, 3axJIOIIHYyJIa TETpalb MU, 3aCYHYB €€
Imoa Marpac, JICria, 3aKyTaBIIMCh B OACAJI0, KAK B KOKOH, OCTaBHMB CHAPY>KH TOJIBKO JIUIIO. Kaxkoe-To
BpPEMA OHA €1I€ CMOTPEJIa Ha BKIIIOUCHHYIO JIaMIIOYKY, IIOTOM O0CTaJa PyKy HU3-I101 oAcsJia U IIpu-
Kpbljia JIOCTPY HaHOMKOﬁ, 3aCJIOHHUB €€ OT B3ITIA4A. ere3 CEKYHOY CBET 110rac.

* % %

YTpom, Oyaro 3a0bIB, 32 uTO Buepa ee pyrana Tamapa [lerpoBna, CoHs onsiTh Ha/iea YepHbIe
y3KHe OPIOKH ¥ TOHKUI YEPHBIN CBUTEP CO CTOSTYUM BOPOTHUKOM, 3aKPBHIBAIOIINM ILIE0 U HAJIEKHO
OpSITaBIIMM OT MOCTOPOHHUX TJIa3 BOJNIIEOHBIM MenaiaboH. Heckonbko pa3 mpoBesa pacdecKon
o BojiocaM U ynblOHynack. OHa ynbiOanack HE COJHILY, HE HOBOMY JHIO, HE NMPEABKYIICHUIO
BCTPEUH C JPY3bsIMU M JIaXK€ HE XOPOILIEMYy HACTPOCHUIO — OHA, KaK 3auapoBaHHasi, yiblOasiach
CBOHMM YEpHBIM IJ1a3aM, KaK yJbIOaroTcs Apyromy 4enoBeky. OT nt000BaHMsI COOCTBEHHBIM OTpa-
KEHHEM €€ OTBJIEK MaMHH roJ0cC:

— Comns, B mkosty onoszaaeiib. Harama yxe ceituac yuer.
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— Uny yxe, — Haxmypuiiack CoHsl, HEIOBOJIbHAs, YTO €€ oTBiIeKIn. OHa ellle pa3 OKHHYyIa
B3[JIIIOM CBOE OTPAKEHHUE, CXBAaTWJIa CyMKY U BbIILJIA U3 KOMHATHI.

— Mawma, 4 ¢ Hell 6obllie HE TIOWTy, OHa Ha cobak Opocaercs! — Harama sxanoOHO mocMoT-
pena Ha MaMmy.

— Kak 710? — ynuBuiache Mama.

— Kak nypa! — Bocknuknyna Harama. — [unut u pykamu mamer! W npeacrapnsenib,
3TO Ha Toro 6e300uaHoro Ilapuka, KOTOporo cama ke HeJJaBHO THUCKaJa!

— Consa? — Mama ynuBiieHHO mocMoTpena Ha Hee. — UTo 3To Takoe? 3a4em Thl Apa3HUIIb
co0ak?

— IIpocro Tak. MHe ObLIO CKy4HO, — paBHOAYIIHO oTBeTHIa COHSI, HAKIIOHUBILIKCH, YTOO
00yThCSI.

—Ho Tax e Henb3s1! — BOCKIIMKHYIIa MaMa, MBITAsICh 3aIVITHY Th € B I71a3a, HO Ta ObLIa 3aHsATa
IIHYpKaMH Ha KPOCCOBKaX M HE CMOTpEJia Ha Hee.

— A 51 x0uy, — crIOKOITHO cka3asia COHsl, BBIIPSAMUIIACH U PyKOH OTKHHYJIA BOJIOCHI Ha3a/, — KTO
MHE 3aIllPpETUT JIeNaTh TO, YTO sl XOUy? — CIIPOCUJIAa OHA U, HE IOKUJAsICh OTBETA OT PACTEPSIHHON
MaMBbl, HE 10’)KuAasich, korna Harama oOyeTcs, ofHa BbIILIa U3 10Ma.

3aiis B KJ1acc, OHa cpa3y oTMeTui1a mpo cedsi, uto Hacts cena Ha npyroe Mecto. «Xm, 00u-
Jenach», — yeMexnyinachk CoHs, 3aMeTuB, Kak HacTst TOporuimBo oTBemna B3I, 1eiast 3aHATON BU/L.
A Ha ee pexHEM MecTe cuel ToNToBs3bi 3uMuH. COHsI HAXMYPHIIACh, pa3ApakeHHO TOKayaia
rOJIOBOM U MOAOIILIA K CBOEH MapTe:

— Trl HE IOHSAT, YTO ST XOUYy CHETH OIHA? — THXO0, HO TPO3HO MPOM3HECIIA OHA.

— Jla Hy, OTHOH k€ CKYYHO, — C yJBIOKOM BO3pa3mi Jlenuc, — s Te0s pa3Biekars Oymy.

— MeHns He HYXKHO pa3Biekarb, — orBeTHsIa COHS, yCaXHBasCh HA CBOE MECTO, — TaK YTO
MOXEIIb YXOIHTb.

— Ja nagno, Conbka, Thl 4ero? — 3UMUH DIYNO yibIOascs u Moprai rma3zamu. — S He Oymy
Ha/10€1aTh.

— HenpoOuBaembIii Kakoi-TO... — CKBO3b 3yObI THXO TpobopmoTana CoHs U TpOMKO J00a-
BWJIA: — YUTHU: CIIUCHIBATh HE J1aM!

— W ne nago! — obpanosancs [lenuc. — S BoH y UmKUKOBa CIIPOIITY, €CITH HYKHO OyIeT. —
OH notsHyncs u TkHyA Pomky kynakoM B cniuny: — [IpaBaa, Ynxukos?

— Yero? — ve nounsit Poma. — Aif, orctans! 3umMuH ¢ ynbiOKoi noepHyiics k CoHe, HO OHa
CHOBA CHJeNla K HEMY BITOJIOOOpPOTa M HEOTPHIBHO CMOTpena B OkHO. OHa OyaTO CHOBa BO3BEIa
HEBUJIUMYIO TPAaHUILy H OTTOPOIMIIACH OT BCETO, UTO €€ OKPYKaJo.

B xabuner TopomuBo 3abexana Tamapa IlerpoBHa, 4To0 10 Hadaga ypOKOB Y3HATh,
KTO U3 pedaT orcyTcTByeT. OHa omisierna Bcex U CTporo nocMmorpena Ha CoHIo:

— TpaBuna! Mb1 0 4em Buepa ¢ ToOo# moroBapuBaiuchk? — Tamapa IlerpoBHa cienaia MHO-
TO3HAYUTEIIBHYIO, BEDKUIATEIBHYIO Tay3y, BO BpeMs KoTopoit CoHsl, BUAUMO, JODKHA OblIa 1aTh
OTBET, HO OHa MOJ4aja, OyJTO CIIOBA KJIIACCHOTO PYKOBOAMTEINS HE MPOOUBAINCH CKBO3b HEBUIH-
MYIO TPaHHMILy ¥ HE JJOXOJHIIU JI0 Hee. — B Haieil mkose BBeaeHa 00s13aTenibHas MIKOJIbHAs (hopma.
TeI 9TO 3TO BRITBOPSIEIIB C MEPBBIX qHEH? UT0O 3aBTpa e mpunuia B popme!

CoHs paBHOIYIIIHO IOCMOTpENa Ha Hee, cioBHO Tamapa IlerpoBHa oOpaianack He K HeW,
¥ OIIATH 33JyMYHMBO NIOCMOTpeIa B OkHO. Tamapa IleTpoBHa, BUAS, YTO yUCHHIIA €€ UTHOPUPYET,
BO3MYIIEHHO IMO/[Kajia TyObl U 3aIlbIXTeNa, pa3mayBast HO3APH. 3aTeM, B3B ce0sl B pyKH, CTapasch
C/IEP’KUBATHCS M HE TIEPEXOIUTH Ha KPHK, JPOTHYBIIUM TOJIOCOM IPOHM3HECTA!

— CoHs, 4 oT Tedst 3Toro He okuaana... OT Koro yronHo, Ho He oT Te0si. Beapb Thl e mpu-
mepHas yueruia! C To6oi HUKOTa HE ObLI0O HUKAKUX XJIOMOT, a TyT... S BUXKY, uTo 0€3 poauTe-
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neit He 00oMTHCh. 3aBTpa XKy ux nocie ypokon! Tak... [logoxmau... — OHa mocMoTpesna Ha MOTo-
70K, Oerast B3MIAI0M OT OJHOM JIIOCTPHI K IPYTOi, CIIOBHO NEpecynThiBas uX. — Het, He 3aBTpa.
B marauny. Kak pa3 y Bac mecroit ypok — moit. Hagerocs, el UM nepenais. Mnu HyKHO 3anucarb
B JHEBHUKE?

— 51 nepenam, — CIIOKOMHO U ¢ HEKOTOPBIM BbI30BOM OTBeTU A COHSL.

TyT npo3BeHen 3BOHOK Ha ypOK, B KAOMHET 3allula yuuTeabHuIa Ouonoruu, u Tamapa [ler-
POBHa, BCIJIECHYB PYKaMU, MEJIKUMHU LIaKKaMH 3aTOPONMIIACH K BBIXOAY, YTOO BECTH YPOK B ApY-
TOM KJ1acce.

— Hy t1B1 naems! — ¢ BocxuileHMeM NpolIenTan 3UMHUH, KOIJIa BCE YK€ pacCelllch
o MectaMm. — He gyman, 4To Tl MOXeEIllb TaK...

— Kak? — cripocuna Cons.

— Hy Bor Tak... Tbl e Bcerna Oblia Takoil NMpaBUJIBHON U MOCITYIIHOM, a TyT... Thl Takas
cmenas!

Cons nocMoTpena Ha Hero, U JleHucy mokas3anoch, 4To OH 3aMEeTHJI IPyCTh B €€ Ia3ax.

— O10 He cMenocTh. Tak HEXOpoIIo MOCTYyNaTh, — JPOTHYBIIMM rojocoM ckazana CoHs
U TYT %€ 3aKMYpHJIach, CXBaTUJIACh PyKaMH 3a TOJIOBY U BCS HAIIPSIIIach OT pPe3KOH OOIH, MPOH-
3UBLIEN ee MO3L. Uepes mapy CeKyH]I OHa CHOBA OTKphLIA IVIa3a M IOCMOTpena Ha J[eHuca, HO Ha
3TOT pa3 B €€ B3MIsIEe HE ObLJIO0 HU KaIlJIi TPYCTH WM coXKajieHusl. 1o Oblia He Ta COHs, KOTOPYIO
OH 3HAJI C IIEPBOTO KJIacca. ..

— Hy TbI naenib... — HEBOJIBHO MOBTOPUI 3UMHUH, HO YK€ C IPYroi MHTOHAIMEH, Oe3 BOC-
TOpra, a CKopee, 1ake pacTepsHHO.

Beuepom 3a y>xunoM CoHSI CHOKOMHO, KaK OBl MEXKTy IPOYHM, COOOIINIIA:

— Mawma, Tamapa IlerpoBHa k€T T€0sl B IATHUILY, [IOCJIE YPOKOB.

— A uTo0 cityunsoch? Yke poautenbckoe coopanue? 1o/ ToabKo Havascs, — Mama yAUBIEHHO
IpUIoHsiIa OpoBb.

— Het. OHa xoueT noroBoputh ¢ T000H 0 MOEM MOBeACHUHU, — 0TBeTUIa COHSL.

— O noeaennn? O TBoeM? — yIUBUIICS TANa U JaXKe MEPECTall €CTh.

— XM... S nouemy-To HE yauBieHa, — npoulenTana Harama.

— Te1 yTO-TO HaTBOpUIIA? — CIIpOCKIIAa MaMa.

— Her. 4 He 3Hato, uTO €ii He moHpaBwiIock. OHA MPOCTO CKa3alla, YTo KAET TeOs B MATHUILY
IOCJIE ILIECTOTO YPOKa, — CIEP>KaHHO U coBceM 0e3 amouuit orBeTriia CoHsl, BCTajla U3-3a CTOJa
Y HalpaBUIach U3 KyXHH, OCTaBUB BCEX B YUBIICHUU.

[Ipoxons mumo Tyceku, CoHsl HarHynach, 4YT0O MOMIAAUTH €€. DTO ObLI HE OCO3HAHHBIN
JKECT, OHA HE 3aJyMbIBajach HaJ TEM, YTO JenaeT. ITo ObLIO0, CKOpee, BRIpaOOTaHHOE 10 aBTOMa-
TU3Ma JIEUCTBUE: BOT MPOXOAUT MUMO TyChbKa, HY>)KHO 00s3aTe€IbHO IIPOBECTU PYKOH 10 €€ TeM-
JIOM, MyIMMUCTON cnuHe. TyChKa IIPU 3TOM KaXKAbIH pa3 HAauWHAJIA TPOMKO MYPJIBIKATh, THIKATHCS
HOCOM B JIQJIOHb M BRITHOATH CIIMHY, KaK ObI MOTpoIaifHuyast, 4Tod ee eIe pas MmoriaIiii, a TIOTOM
emte u eute. [loTom oHa coBceM uymena OT JIacK, BCTaBaJsla Ha 3a/IHUE JIallbl, IEPEAHUMHU OIUPAsCh
Ha Hory Conu, u npocuinachk Ha pyku. 11 CoHst HUKOIIa HE MoIJIa yCTOSTh NEpe]] €€ Mpoch0aMu.
3to 6611 HenbIi putyan. Ux ¢ Tycekoit putyair.

Tak u ceituac, CoHsl 10 NMPUBBIUKE HarHyjaach, YT00 MPOBECTU PYKOW MO MOXHATOM CIIMHE
cBoeld mooumuiel. Ho Ha atoT pa3 Tychka He 3amMypiiblKaja M HE TKHYJIACh HOCOM B JIaJIOHb,
OHa 3aMepiia, MPUrHyJach, UCIyTaHHO MPUXKaJIach KUBOTOM K IOIY, UCKOCA IVISAS HA XO3SIHKY,
U yTpOKarollle 3alllnIiena, okasbiBas 0esblie ocTpble 3yobl. COHs OTAEpHYa PYKY U BBIIPSIMIIIACH,
C YIUBJICHUEM VIS HA KOILKY.
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— Tychka, uto ¢ To60#? Tel He 3a001eMa? — CIPOCUIIA OHA M CHOBA HAKJIIOHUIIACh, YTOO B3STh
KOILIKY Ha PyKH.

Ho, xax Tonbko Const npubnusunace, Tycbka 3apbluajia, OTOM PE3KO JEpHYJIach W, MPo-
CKaJIb3bIBasi KOI'TSMH I10 IIAJKOMY I0JTy, TpOMYaach Ha KyXHIO, UIlla CIACEHUs Ha pyKax y oIlle-
nomisieHHoN Haramm.

—Yewm ThI ee Tak Hamyrana? — ynusuiack Harama. Tychka npuxanach K Hell U Jake BUEIH-
Jach KOTTSMHU.

— Huuewm. Tycbka, kcc-kec!.. — CoHsl IpOTsHya pyKy, 4TO0 MOMIAAUTh KOILIKY, HO Ta TOJIBKO
elle cuibHee Bxanach B Haramy u, kocs miazom Ha CoHto, yrpoxatouie 3amunena. CoHsl pe3Ko
OTJEpHYJa PyKy, 3aMepJia, a TOTOM, HH CJI0Ba HE TOBOPS, YIILIa B CBOIO KOMHATY, IJIOTHO IPUKPHIB
3a c000 1BEpD.

Bcro menento o mstHUIpl COHS HE TONBKO HE TPU3HABAJIA IIKOJIBHYIO (hOpMY, HO HaKpacHia
YepHBIM JIaKOM HOTTH. UepHbIil 1BeT ceiiuac ObuT e Omke Bcero. OHa CIIOBHO 4eprajia U3 Hero
BIOXHOBEHUE, OH Oy/1TO OAMMUTHIBAJ TEMHYIO YacTh €€ yliu. Ha Bonpockl poiHbIX OHA OTBEYaa,
YTO B LLIKOJIE pa3pellialoT TEMHbIE BEILHY, JIUIIL Obl HE SIPKHUE U HE necTphle. 1 3TOT OTBET, moxoxe,
Bcex ycrpauBail. CoHs O-MpeKHEMY HE MpU3HaBaja yKkpaiieHuid. Pa3se 4to MmeganboH, KOTOPBIT
OHAa HUKOTJZIa HE CHUMaJla, HO U HUKOMY He MOKa3blBaja ero. A ermie kosblio. To camoe TOHEHbKOE
KOJICYKO B BHJIE 3MEH, Kycaromiel ce0s 3a XBOCT, KOTopoe mojapuia eii Mapraputa TuxoHoBHa
Ha TPUHAALATUIIETHE.

Hacrtynuna naranna. CoHsl y’ke ¢ yTpa QyMasia, 4YTo Obl TaKo€ MPEANPUHATH, YTOO HUKTO
HE CMOI MOMEIIaTh €M M JaJblle JejaTh TO, YTO OHAa XO4YeT, Beab ceroaHs Tamapa IlerpoBHa
IpUIIacuiia €€ MaMy U HEMPEMEHHO HaxaylyeTcs. «MoKHO OblI0, KOHEYHO, OTIpaBUTh Tamapy
[lerpoBHY Ha GOMBHUYHBIH, — paccyxaana CoHsl, — HO BMECTO HEe NMPUAET JIpyrasl yuuTelIbHULIA
u Oyznet TpeboBaTh TO ke camoe. Minu ycTpouTs Tak, 4To0 3Ta BCTpeuya OTMEHUIIACh. .. Tak Belb OHa
Ha3HauuT ciaeayuyro. Het, Hy)kHO npuaymarh 4To-TO 3aaKoe. .. Hy»Ho, 4T00 uX BCTpeya cocTos-
nack ¥ uto0bl Tamapa [leTpoBHA HE HaXKaJOBaIACh MAMEY.

[Ipo3BeHen 3BOHOK € YpoKa, pedsiTa 3arpoMbIXalii CTYJIbsIMHU, BCTaBasi CO CBOUX MecT. J[Bepb
TUXOHBKO IPUOTKPHLIACH, U B KAOMHET poOKO 3arisiHyna Mama CoHH.

— A, Mapus AnekceeBHa! 3apasctByiite. [IpoxonuTte, st Bac 11y, — 00paioBaHHO BOCKJIHK-
nyna Tamapa [lerpoBHa. OHa TOBOpHUIIa OYEHb T'POMKO, MEPEKPUKHUBAsI PEOAT, COOMPAIOIIMXCS
JIOMOM.

— 3apaBCTBYTE, — 3aCTEHYMBO OTBETHUJIA MaMa U IPOILIA B KAOUHET.

— Cons, TbI TOXE OcTaHbcs, — Tamapa [leTpoBHa jxecTOM CBOEH MaJeHbKOM pydKH yKa3ala
el Ha mapry.

OHu MoMua MOAOXKIAIM, MOKa CTUXHET IIYM MEpPEABUIAaEMbIX CTYJIbEB, IIOKA OCTAJIbHbBIE
pebsTa BRIAAYT U3 KaOMHETa U 3aKPOETCs JBEPh 3a mociieqHuM u3 HuX. Toraa Tamapa [lerpoBHa
xecToM npurnacuia COHMHY MaMy IPUCECTb 3a MEPBYIO MapTy, HoOinxke K cede, U cama celna
3a CBOM CTOIL

— JlaBHeHbKO, Mapusi AsiekceeBHa, Mbl C BAMU HE BCTPEYAINCh, HA POAUTEILCKUE COOpaHus
B IIPOIIJIOM IOy Bbl HE IPUXOAUIIH. .. — Hayana 6eceny Tamapa [lerpoBHa.

— Jla, s TouYTH BeCh MPOLUIbII yueOHbIH ro B 00IbHUIIE POJIEKalla, — BAHOBATO YJIbIOHYJIACh
Conuna mama.
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— Bot. Moxer ObITh, mo3ToMy BbI U yrmyctuian Coneuky. Tenepp MbI ¢ BaMH NOXKHHAEM
wioasl... — Tamapa [leTpoBHa ¢ cocTpagaHieM OCMOTpEa Ha MaMy, a IMOTOM IIepeBesia B3IIIST
Ha CoHlI0, KoTOpasi, B3/IbIXasl U 3aKaThIBas I71a3a, BCEM CBOUM BHJIOM IIOKa3bIBajla, KaK €l y>Ke HaJ0-
€J10 BCE 3TO CIyILIaTh.

— A 4TO OHa HaTBOpMJIA? — FPYCTHO CIIPOCHIIA MaMa.

— Hy kak Bam ckazarp?.. — Tamapa IlerpoBHa TiiaTesnbHO moadMpana clioBa, CTapasich
HE BBIXOJUTH 32 PaMKH II€1arOrMYHOCTH. BbII0 BUHO, YTO €1 HEJIOBKO OT 3TOW CUTYyalluH, BEIb
paHbIlIe €Il HUKOTa He MPUXOAMIOCH )kanioBaTbes HA CoHto. OHa aKTHBHO ’KECTUKYJIUpPOBaja CBO-
MU MaJICHbKUMHU PYUYKaMH, CJIOBHO 3TH PE3KHE >KECThI IOMOIaJId IOHECTH BCE, YTO OHA XOTela
CKa3arTh.

Const HEOTPBIBHO HaOIIO/Iaja 3a €€ pyKaMu, B OYEpPEIHOW pa3 yIWBISISCH, KaKue Ke OHH
MuHHuaropHele. Tamapa [leTpoBHa He oTTONBIPHUBAJIA U3SIIHBIE MU3UHUUKHY, & OyATO MOHKUMaNa
U TIpsiTajga 1o Oe3bIMSHHBIC MabIbl, OTYET0 €¢ M 0e3 TOr0 MaJeHbKHE PYYKH Ka3alluCh eIle
MEHBIIIE.

« b xak ona Boaut pykamu! Kak Oyaro xonayer. lHTepecHo, a U3 Hee mony4usiach Obl
BeAbMa?» — nouemy-to nogymaina Cos.

N 1yt eil B ronoBy HeoxkuAaHHO npumuia uzaed. OHa yke MpojenblBajlia TaKylo IITYKY
¢ [llaxunoii B mpouuiom roay. Uto x, 3Ta 6ecesia MOXKET OKa3aThCsl HE TaKOM Yk U CKyuHOU. CoHst
OYKUBUJIAChH, BHIIPSIMWIACH U MPUCTATIBHO MOCMOTpENa Ha yuuTenbHuLy. [loToM nonoxumna pyku
Ha MapTy, CI0XKUJIA MaJIbLbl IPaBOW PyKHU B LENOTKY, & IPYrol pyKOH NMPUKPBLIA UX OT IOCTOPOH-
HuX ma3. Teneps, cxUMasi ajblbl B IENOTKY CUJIbHEE WU paccyiadiisisi UX, CIOBHO ATUM JBUXKE-
HUEM OHa IPUKPBIBAJIA POT YUUTEJIbHHULIBI, HE 1aBasi CJI0BaM BbLIETaTh Hapyxy, CoHs 3a0aBisuiachk,
HaOII0/1a51, KaK MEHSeTCs OT 3TOro peub Tamapsl [leTpoBHBIL.

— CoHeuka — oueHb CcrocoOHas JeBOYKa, HO JIEN0 B TOM, UTO Y HAaC C HEW BO3HUKIIN pa3HO-
miacust. C nepBbIX 1HeH ceHTA0psa CoHsl, 333... MMM... I'M... 333... MMM... 000... 393... 1 €€ HEO-
HOKPATHO MpeIynpexaana, HO OHa, 333... 333... MMM... aaa...

CoHuHa Mama ¢ yauBJICHHEM cMoTpenia Ha Tamapy IleTpoBHY, KOTOpas mpoaoiKaia roBo-
pUTh, HE 3aMeyasi, YTO MOJOBHUHY CJIOB MPOCTO HE BBIFOBAPUBAET, & BMECTO 3TOIO «MBIYUT
u «3kaeT». Mama omsiHynach Ha COHIO, KOTOpasi B OTBET HA €€ BONPOCUTENbHBIN B3IV TOIBKO
C CepbE3HBIM BUOM IOXKaJIa IJIEYaMH.

— Wrak, s Hazmewch, YTo, 333... MMM... MMM... 333... Ja? — CIPOCHUJIAa YYUTEJIbHULIA U C
HAJICKI0M TOCMOTpETIAa HA MaMy.

—Yro? IIpocture?.. — mepecnpocunia Ta.

— S TOBOPIO, 933... MMM... 333... XM... 393... Sl MOT'Y Ha Bac pacCUUTHIBaTh?

—la... MOXeTe. .. — pacTepssHHO OTBETUJIA MaMa. 3aTeM, He IV, OoLapuia pyKoil mo3aau
cebq B mouckax jgouepu. — Tamapa [lerpoBHa, HaM mopa UATHU, y MEHSI MaJleHbKUH peOeHOK
Ji0Ma. .. — 3aTapaTopuiia Mama, *KaJloOHO I Ha yUYUTEIbHHUILY.

— Jla-na, xoneuHo, — ynslOHynack Tamapa [lerpoBHa u BcTana, — 10 CBUIAHbS.

Mawma cxBatuia COHIO 32 pyKy ¥ TOPOILIMBO BBIIIIA BMECTE C HEl U3 KaOMHeTa.

— Y10 3TO C HEW? — cripocuiia Mama, KOTr/la OHU BBIIIIU U3 IIKOJIBI.

— He 3nato... — noxana ruiedamu Consi. — C yrpa Obuta HopManbHas. MoXeT, 3a 1esblid 1eHb
IIPOCTO yCTalla pa3roBapuBaTh? Y Hee ke LIECTh YPOKoB ceroAns Obut0. [Ipeacrasmnsens, 4To 310
TAKOC — rOBOPUTH LCJIBIX IICCTh 4acoB?

— Ja yx... Kakas Bce-Taku TpyaHasi paboTa y yuuTeNen. .. — CO4yBCTBEHHO CKa3ajla Mama. —
51 BOT TOJIBKO HE IIOoHsJIa, 3a4€M OHAa MCH B IIKOJIY-TO BbI3bIBAJIA?

— HaBepHoe, moTomy 4TO THI B IPOIIIJIOM IOy Ha COOpaHMs He IPUXO/IIIA, BOT OHA U COCKY-
Yuiach, — npeanonoxumia CoHsi, CKpbIBas YXMBLIKY.

— Jla? — ¢ COMHEHHEM B T0JIOCE CIIPOCHJIA MaMa, HO MOCKOJIBKY JAPYTUX BEepCHil HE ObLIO,
TO MPUILIIOCH JOBOJIBCTBOBATHCS 3TOM.
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Const ¢ obneruenuem BbIZOXHYJA. [Toxoke, ee turan cpaboran. Mama HUYEro He TOHsUIIA
U3 TOTO, 4TO cKazana Tamapa [leTpoBHa, a yuuTenpbHUIIA BhICKa3ajia BCE, YTO XOTEJIA, U, BBITIOJTHUB
YUUTENBCKUH J0IT, ycrokonnack. Tereps, eciiu CoHs OyAeT MpoaoInKaTh 0/1eBaTbes He 1Mo hopme,
Tamapa I[leTpoBHa mpocTo OymeT Tymarh, YTO POIUTEIIA HE B CHJIaX HAa HEE MOBJIHATH, 4 3HAYHUT,
Y BBI3BIBATh UX Ha Oecery OECCMBICICHHO.

Tak Const obecrieumia cebe BOZMOKHOCTh O€3HAKA3aHHO XOJIUTh B TOUM OJIEXKE, KOTOPYIO
oHa cama cebe BriOpana. Co BpeMeHeM, 1Ociie HECKOJIbKUX 3aMEeYaHuil M HaroMUHaHui, Tamapa
[lerpoBHa AelicTBUTENBHO MaxHyJa Ha Hee pykoil. OHa pelinsa, 9YTo YepHbIN LIBET HE TaK MpH-
BJICKAaeT BHUMaHUE, KaK, K puMepy, KpacHblil. K ToMy e 3TOT nBeT He Ol pa30aBiieH HUKaKUM
apyruM, onexaa CoHM BbINIAENa CKPOMHO M HEOPOCKO, U OHA HE HOcuia yKpamieHuil. TouHee,
€€ Me/lajIbOHa HUKTO HE BUJIEIN, a KOJIEYKO BBIIVIAJIEN0 HACTOIBKO MPOCTHIM, YTO U 32 YKpallIEeHUE
He cxonuio. [Tostomy Tamapa [lerpoBHa pemmiia, yTo npoiie — He 3aMmedaTb COHUHO HENoCIy-
LIaHKUE, YEM 3PS TPenaTh ce0e HEPBHI. . .
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maBa 2. LlapcTBO TbMbl
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18 oxmsabps.

Yyscmsyro 6 cebe cuny. Bce mak, kax u ecosopuna Mapeapuma TuxonosHa:
scemy ceoe epemsi. Bpems nacmano, u s owgywaro, umo mue no08IACMHO MHOZOE.

A nayuunace ynpasname 2on06noul 6onvio. Illompebosanocy uwymo Oonvule
MeCcAYa U HEeCKOAbKO OeCAMKO8 IKCHePUMEHMO8, 4mob NOHAMb, YMO OHA
nosiensiemcs, kKo20d 60 MHe NPOCLINAIMC MakKue uyecmed, Kak: 0obpoma,
arcanocms, cocmpaoanue, 3a6oma o Kom-mo. Bece amo nenyoicnoe u becnonesnoe.
Ha camom oene nuwnee. Imu yyscmea 6vi3vi6aion IuLlb HCAIKull mpenem 6 oyuie
U HeBLIHOCUMYIO NYIbCUpyiouyro 60ib 6 suckax. Kax monvko si 0omkasviéaiocs
om Hux, bons omcmynaem. A omkasanace om opyzeii. OoujeHue ¢ HUMU OJisL MeHs —
Mmyuenue. A 3anupaiocs 6 ceoell KoMHame, 4mob Kaxk MOMNCHO MeHblUle 00U ambcsl
¢ cemvetl. Kax monvko s 6epy na pyku Canvky, MeHs npoHzaem 601b U mo memHoe,
umo Jicueem 80 MHe, HanomMuHaem o cebe... A nonumaio, 4mo 3mo pacniama
3a mo, 4umo mos cemvs xcugem, umo ecmv Canvka. Eciu 61 2 ne nowna 6 mup
Hartioanvl, eciu 6v1 ne scmynuna 6 6ou ¢ Boponom, mo Huwezo He OblLi0 Obi:
HU YKYCa, HU IMO20 NepesonIoujeHuUs, Hu 201068HbIX Oonel. Ho mozoa u b6pam
He poouncs Ovl. M, Kak 3Hamb, 603MO*CHO, He Ob110 Obl U MeHs... Hem, 51 ne dcanero
o mom, umo coenanra! U coenana 6v1 smo cnosa... He moey... Ionosa onsme
oonum...
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CoHs yxe NaBHO Jiexasla B IIOCTENH, a COH Bce He men. OHa cienana yke, HaBEpHOE,
BCE€ JUIsl TOTO, YTOO YCHYTh: HacuuTajda BOCEMBJAECST IIECTh CIOHOB, UIYIIUX APYT 3a APYTroM
10 TIOTOJIKY; IOJIEKAaJIa C 3aKPBITHIMU IT1a3aMU, IPUYyMbIBas [JIaHbl HAa 3aBTPALIHUI J€Hb; HAKPhI-
Jach C TOJIOBOW OZIESTIOM, HAJIESCh, YTO TaK yAacTCs ObICTpee YCHYTh, HO HUYErO HE TIOMOTao.
Bapyr B THIIMHE OHa yciblllajga NPUDIYLIEHHbIE IOJ0Ca POAUTENEH, JOHOCIIINUECS U3 KyXHU
3a CTEHKOM.

— 51 He moHuMato, uto npoucxoaut ¢ CoHel. .. — kajnoBajgach Mama.

Cons 3aTHxJja, NPUCIYIINBAsACH K pa3roBOpYy.

— A 4TO MPOUCXOIUT? — MOCIBIIIANICS MallKH ToJIo0C.

— Ts1 co cBOEH pabOTOM COBEPIIIEHHO HUYETO HE 3aMeYacillb BOKPYT! — BO3MYyTHIIaCh MaMa. —
Heyxenu 1bI He BuaMIIb, Kakoil pasgpaxurenbHoi crama Cona? OHa BceM rpyOMT, OT Hee
HE J0XAAaThCsl HUKAKOU momMoInu. .. Hamry qo4us kak OyAaTo moaMeHuIH. . .

[Ipu sTux cnoBax CoHs pacnaxHyja Ivia3a U ycTaBWach B OoTosoK. OHa cTapajnach Jaxe
HE JBIIIATh WU JIBIIIATH Yepe3 pa3, uTo0 JbIXaHWEe HE MEIIAJI0 ei CITyIIaTh.

— [la ny! — orBeTmi1 namna. — 91o Tede kaxxkercs. [Ipocro y Conu nepexoanslii Bozpact. B ator
HEepUOJ BCE MOAPOCTKU BEAYT ceds Tak, OyATO UX MOIAMEHWIIH.

— Ho Harama-to B TpuHanuare et Tak cedst He Besia! — Bo3pas3uia Mama.

— Bce mromu pasnbie. Uepes roauk-asa nepedecuTces, OB3pOCIEEeT U MOyMHeeT. Bot yBu-
T,

— A eciu HeT? Ecnu y Hee 4To-TO CIy4YrIIoCh, U OHA IIPOCTO JEPHKUT ITO B cede, MepeKUBAET
B OJJUHOYKY? Y MEHs Takoe 4yBCTBO, OyJITO OHA YTO-TO CKPBIBAET... MOXET, el Hy’KHa IOMOILb?

— Hy uTo TBI ce0e npuayMbIBaeiib? — XOXOTHYJ nana. — YTo oHa MoxkeT ckpbiBaTh? CoHs —
CJIMILIKOM pa3yMHasl I€BOUKA, YTOO BISNATHCS B KAKYIO-HUOYb HCTOPHUIO.

— O#1, He 3Ha10... BonHytock s 4ro-T0... Uyer Moe cepie: TyT 4TO-TO HE TakK...

[Totom poautenu roBopuiu eue o 4em-to, Ho CoHe 3To ObUIO yke HeuHTepecHo. OHa Bce
ayMaja U Jymaja: [moyeMy 3TO BCEM KaXKeTcs, yTo OoHa u3MeHwsach? Pa3Be oHa m3aMeHumnach?
Mosker ObITh, OHa Kak pa3 ceiiyac Hactosmas? MpICIM B TOJOBE MPOJETATN, CMEHSIN APYT
JPYKKY, Ty TaJINCh, IEPEIIETATNCH B KIIYOKH, PBAJIMCH Ha ITOJIYCJIOBE U CHOBA CPacTaJIMCh COBCEM
B JIpYI'OM MECTE, OT YEro COBEPILEHHO Tepsics cMbIci. COHs yKe He MPUCITYyLIMBaiach K pa3ro-
BOPY 3a CTEHKOU, POAUTEIHLCKUE ro0ca cTaiu (POHOM U OOJIBIIIE TIOXOIWIH Ha «0y-0y-0y», TyIKoe,
KaK U3 MyCTOH OyTBIIKH, Kak OyaTo OKyTaHHOe TymMmaHoM. COoHs caMa He 3aMeTHIa, Kak yCHYyJA. ..

CKBO3b COH OHa [TOYYBCTBOBaJIa, KAK KTO-TO JIETOHBKO KOCHYJICS ee tuieda. [IpukocHoBeHue
ObLI0 €1Ba oIy TUMBIM, HO COHS TYT 7K€ MOACKOUMIa B ocTenu. B kBapTupe Obu10 THXO0, HA KyXHE
y’K€ HUKTO HE pa3roBapuBaj, U TOJBKO XOJOJWJIBHUK THXO ypyas, KaK OTPOMHBIN, TOBOJIbHBIN
Oenblii KOT, HACHITUBLINIICS BCEMH 3TUMU Npunacamu. Bee naBHO yxe criaiu.

Comns nepesena B3IV U C YIUBICHUEM YBHJIENA, YTO Ha Kpato ee Kposatu cuaut Haiinana.
Kaxk xe naBHO oHU He BuJenHch! CKONBKO e BPEMEHH MPOLUIO ¢ TeX 1nop, kak CoHsl BepHYyJach
u3 ee mupa?.. OHa KaK HUKTO Apyroi noHumana CoHo, Be/lb UX CBA3bIBAJIO HE TOJIBKO OOIIIEE J1ET10,
HO U o01mas kpoBb. Halinana ynei0anach, HO mia3a ee ObUIM TAKMMM ME€YaJIbHBIMU, YTO Ka3aJl10Ch,
OyATO OHA BOT-BOT pacIlIavyeTcs.

— Jlana! Kax xe 51 paga Te0st Bunetb! — BockiaukHyna CoHst U KUHYJIaCh OOHUMATh TOAPYTY. —
S nymana, 4TO MbI YK€ HUKOTJIa HE yBUIUMCS ! ..

— 1 Toxxe oueHb paaa BUACTH T€Os... — oTBeTHIIa HalinaHa.

— ¥V 1ebs onsth oTpociu Bojockl! Tak ObicTpo! — CoHSI JOTPOHYJACh IO JUTMHHOW KOCHI
Haiinansl. — 3HauuT, TBOM CHJIBI BEPHYJIMCH, U Thl ONSATh MOXKEIIb NMPUXOAUTH KO MHe? Kak Tam
Benarop noxuBaer? Kax y Te0s nemna? PacckaspiBaii ckopee! MHe Bce-Bce HHTEPECHO!
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— Codu, mpoctu MeHA... — TPYCTHO cKa3ana Haiimana, CTOBHO HE paccibIlIaB BOIIPOCOB
Conu.

— Hy uro 151! 3a uro MHE TeOs npouars? — yauBuiach CoHsl.

— IIpocty, yTo 5 BIyTana Te0s B 3TH Jea. ..

— Tol coBceM 3a0bia!l DTO HE ThI BIyTajla — 3TO OBUIO JpEeBHEE MPOPOUECTBO, U OT HETO
HUKYZa He AeTbcd. Bee ciyumiocs Tak, Kak U 10JKHO Obl10 cayuuThesi. He BuHu cebs!

— Jla, Ho TbI Teneps... — Halinana 3amonuana. C ee pecHMIl CKaTWJIach KpyIHas CJI€3MHKa
U npodexasna 1o IekKe.

— K10? K10 5 Teneps? Haiinana, oTBeTh MHE, KTO 5 Tenepb?!!

...CoHs mpocHyach OT CBOETO Iojioca:

— Kr0 51 Teneps? Kro 51?7 — noBTopsina oHa, Kak 3aKJIMHAHUE.

OxoHYaTeIpHO NPOCHYBIINCH, OHA CEJIa B IOCTEJIN U PACTEPSHHO OINIsA/IesIa KOMHATy. Psiom
HUKOTO HE ObuI0... COHsI MpoBea pyKO 1O MOCTENH TaM, I1ie TOJIBKO uTo cuaena Halinana.

— Heyenu 3710 OBIT BCETO JIMIIb COH?.. — THXO MPOoOOpMOTaNa OHa, OTKa3bIBAsCh BEPUTH
JTOM JTOTAJIKE.

B3rmsin Conu ynan Ha 3epkaio, TAMHCTBEHHO UM NPU3bIBHO MEpLaloliee B noirympaxe. Bue-
3arHas MbICIIb 03apuia ee. Halinana. .. 3epkaino... npoxon B Apyroit mup... B mup Haiinans!! Benp
3TO TOYHO TaKoe ke 3epkano! TouHo Takoe e CTOMT B MOTaHON KOMHATe U B XkuHe Halinansr!

CoHs TOPOIIIMBO COCKOYMJIIA C KPOBATH, HA XOAY CHsLJIa MEJAJIbOH U, OPOCUBIINCH HA KOJIEHU
nepes 3epKajioM, MpUHsIach OILyIbIBaTh pamy. BoT 31eck, BHM3Y, I71e-TO B 3TOM MECTE JOKEH
OBITH CEKpPETHBIN 3aMOK!.. DX, B TEMHOTE TaK IJIOX0 BUAHO... HU4Yero He pasodpars!.. Tyt Cone
[0Ka3aJ10Ch, YTO OHA HalllJla 3HAKOMBIE BBIITYKJIbI€ TOUKU U 4epTOUKU. OHa IPaKTUYECKH BCIIEIYIO,
IPOIIYTIBIBAsI OTHOM PYKOM pamy, BTOPO MONBITANIACH MPUIOKUTH K HEH MeIaTbOH TaK, 4TO0 CHM-
BOJIbI coBNaM. OT BOJHEHUS PYKHU TPACIUCH, U €l HUKAK HE Y/aBajoCh MPUIAJUTh MEIATbOH.
Haxkoner oHa yciplmana 3HaKOMBIA THXUH IETYOK U, YIBIOHYBIIHCH, OOJIETYEHHO BBIJOXHYJIA.
[Tonmyuunnocs.

— Kak sxe MHe 3T0 paHbIlie B TOJIOBY HE MPUIILIO? — IIETIOTOM pyTajia OHa ce0sl. — 3alluKIuiIach
Ha TOoM 3epkaiie, B KykyiknHo, a 3To BeJib ero ToyHast konus! S Tak NpuBbIKIa K TOMY, 4YTO OHO
BCErJa 3/1€Ch, U JaXE HE MoJymMalia, yTo OHO Takoe xke! Bor mrymas-to! M uro e s Tak 10iro
xnana?!

OHa moaHsIach M PEIIMTENbHO IIATHYJIA B 3€pKaJbHYIO IMOBEPXHOCTh B MPEABKYIICHUU
BCTpeuu ¢ noapyroil. Tesno cpa3y 00BOIOKIO UYEM-TO IPOXJIAHBIM, BA3KUM, IPO3PAUYHBIM — CJIOBHO
TYCTBhIM BO31yXOM. JlaBHO, y>K€ ITOUYTH JBa MECS1a, OHA HE TPOXOIMIIA B APYTUE MUPBI, HE UYBCTBO-
Bajia 3TOr0 HEOOBIYHOTO MPUKOCHOBEHHUS K KOXKE, TO3TOMY 3aKMYypPUJIach, Kak OyATo 1A B IEp-
BBIU pa3.

...CoHsl OTKpbUIa IM1a3a U omsAenack. Jlaxe B MoIyMpake MOXKHO ObLIO MOHSITh, YTO 3TO
BOBce He xmxuHa Halinansl, a kakoe-To apyroe Mecto. Kyna e oHa nonana Ha 3ToT pa3? Hacto-
POXKEHHO ONISAIBIBASCH IO cTopoHaMm, CoHsS mpucena ¢ 00paTHON CTOPOHBI 3epKajia, Ha OIILYIIb
BBITAIIMB MeJIAIbOH, 3aKPBIB 32 COOOH Mpoxoa, Kak Korga-to yuymia ee Haiinana. [Totom Hanmena
MEIAJIbOH Ha LIEI0 M MPUBBIYHBIM KECTOM CIIpsiTajla 32 BOPOT COPOUKH. ToNbKO ceivac, movyB-
CTBOBAB NaJIbLIaMH TOHKYO MOJIOCKY KpPY’K€Ba, IPUIIMTOTO 0 Kpato ropjaoBuHbl, COHsl 0OCO3HAJA,
YTO Ha HEW HaJleTa TOJIbKO HOUHYIIIKA U Oosblie HUu4ero. B crenike 3a0bIB po Tamnku, ceiiuac oHa
omrymniaga 00CHIMH CTYIHSIMHU XOJIOJ KaMeHHOTO rosyia. COHsl OIISTHYNIach U IMOCMOTpesa Ha ceds
B 3epkasio. Copoyka XOTb U HHUXKE KOJIEHA, HO HETrOXe pas3ryjauBaTb B HE3HAKOMOM IOMEIIEHUU
B HIDKHEM Oelbe, na emie u 6ocukoMm. HemHoro mocomueBaBiuch, CoHs MaxHysia pyKO:

— A1, nagHo. S TyT OBICTPEHBKO OCMOTPIOCH — U IoMOM. Celiuac Beib HOUb, BCE CIIAT, TAK UTO
MEHsI HUIKTO HE YBUJINT, — CKa3ajla OHa cama ce0e IIeTTOTOM, CJIOBHO MBITAsICh YOEIUTh, 4TO TIOCTY-
[aeT MPaBUIIbHO.
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B nomemennn Ob110 THXO U TeMHO. [ 71e-To Bajeke BUAHENACh TOHKAsS MOJIOCKA TYCKJIOTO
cBeTa, Omaromapsi KOTOpOil MOKHO OBIJIO XOTh YTO-TO YBHUJAETh. [lake He yBUAETH, a MIPUMEPHO
IPEATOIOKHUTh, YTO MECTO, T/1e ouyTHiiach CoHs, — TOBOJILHO-TaKH OOJBIIOH 3all, C OY€Hb BBICO-
KAMU MTOTOJKaMH, TAKUMH BEICOKUMH, YTO Ka3aJI0Ch, OyITO X U HET BoBce. CTEHBI YXOIMIIN Kya-
TO BBBICh M TEPSIIMCHh TaM B MOJHON TeMHoTe. COHSl MPUIIYPHIIAch, BIVISIIBIBASACH B MOTYMPAK.
31ech coBceM He ObIII0 MeOeITH, 3a UCKITIOUEHHEM OOJIBIIIOTO 3epKajia, CKBO3b KOTOPOE OHA ToTaia
crona, 1 HeKoero moaoous Tpona. CoHe Ka3aiock, YTO OHA MOTaa B KAKOKW-TO OTPOMHBINA MUp, KaK B
ckaske npo ['ymimBepa, U TOJIBKO pa3Mepbl 3epKajla BO3BpaLlaId €€ K PEalbHOCTH. JTO 3€pKajio
SIBHO 371eCh dyxkoe. CoHsl 0001IIa BOKPYT TpoHA. [ pOMO3IKUH, YIIIOBaTHIi, CO CKOJaMU U BBIOO-
nHamu. [loxoxe, oH kameHHbIN? COHsI KOCHYJIACch MajibllaMH MOJJIOKOTHUKA M MPOBEJIa PYKOM,
NIOYYBCTBOBaB HEPOBHYIO, XOJIOJHYIO TOBEPXHOCTb, LAPAMAIONIyI0 KOXKY. Jla, TpoH ObLT BhICEUECH
U3 1enbHOro KamHst. CIIOBHO MOJYAJIMBBIA UCTYKaH, OH BEJTMUYECTBEHHO BO3BBIIIAJICS B LIEHTPE
nyctoro 3ana. CoHe 0Ka3ajoch, YTO OHA yKe IJIe-TO BUJIEa ATOT TPOH. MoXeT ObITh, B hribpme?
Wnu Ha ¢oro B kakoM-HUOYNb xypHase? CoHsl HanpAria naMsTh U Jake HaXMypuia Jio0, 4Tod
Jyullle BcrnoMuHanoch. M TyT ee ocenuso!

— DTO0 K€ TO caMO€ KPECIo U3 BUACHUI! — BOCKIIMKHYJIa OHA, 3a0bIB PO OCTOPOKHOCTD, U €€
roJIOC HEOXHUJIAHHO T'POMKO IMIPO3ByYasl B MyCTOM KaMeHHOM 3asie. CoHsl ckajach M, MOJO0XK/aB,
MIOKa YTUXHET TYJIKOE 9X0, YK€ IenoroM gpodaBuia: — [JToMHUTCS, 31€Ch TOTDKHBI OBITH CBEYH.

Ona OKuHYIa B3IJISIIOM 31, TIPUCTAIBHO BIVISIBIBAsICh B TEMHYIO ITyCTOTY, KaK ObUIO HaIH-
CaHO B YYeOHHKE JIUIsI FOHBIX BEJIbM, U BAPYT TO TYT, TO TaM CTaJIU 3a)KUTaThcs OorHd. COHsl yIbIOHY-
Jack: 1a, OHA HE ONIMOJIACh HACUET CBEYEH, 1 MIMEHHO ATOT 3aJI OHA BHJIEJIa B BOJIIICOHOM 3€pKaje,
KOTJIa OHO BIIEPBBIE J1aJi0 3HATh O cede. Ternepb MOXKHO ObUIO OCMOTpPEThes. BhIcOko Ha cTeHax
TYCTBIMH ITyYKaMH pa3pacTajrcCh TOJCTHIE JIMAHBI — WM 3TO ObUIHM BeTBHU JiepeBbeB? CKopee Beero,
OHU MPOHUKIIH CIOJIa CHAPYKH Yepe3 OKHA U TeTeph, KaK 3MEH, TYTO MEPEIUIeTAINCh MEeXTy COO0H
B KITyOOK, HE TTO3BOJISISI IPOCOYUTHCS BHYTPh THEBHOMY cBeTy. OT iepraromerocs IniaMeHu cBe4en
Ka3aJ0Ch, YTO OHU JIBUTAIOTCS, KaK KHUBBIE, U BOT-BOT 3a0a3yT BHYTpb. «Dy! Kakoe HenpusTHOE
3penuie!» — noxymana CoHs U, nepeepHyB IUI€4aMH, CIIEIIIHO OTBENA B3IISL.

[ToTuXxOHBKY MPOCTYNaIM KOHTYPBI: BOT OH — 3aJI, BOT TPOH, a BOT U oHa — CoHs. Tak BOT,
OKa3bIBaeTCs, YTO MOACKa3bIBasIo il 3epkanio! CoHs B3MIsHYJa Ha CBOE OTpPakKEHHUE: Ja U Ivias3a
y Hee Terepb ObUIH TOYHO TaKHe e, KaK B TeX BUACHUSAX, — UEPHBIC, INICHSIOIINE CBOCH KPacOTOM
¥ OTHOBPEMEHHO Bcessttonye yxac. [IpaBnia, B BUjIeHUIX Ha HEel ObUTO HA/IETO IUKAPHOE TUIATHE,
a BOBCE HE HOYHAsl COPOUYKa, HO B OCTAJILHOM BCE CXOJUTCA. BOT TONBKO 4TO BCE 3TO MOXKET O3HA-
4aTh?

CoHsl B pa3ayMbsX IMOTEpIIa OJHOM 03501IeH CTYITHEH O JPYTYIO: CTOSTH OOCUKOM Ha XOJIOI-
HOM KaMEHHOM MOy — MaJIONPUsATHOE 3aHATHE. HO MI000NBITCTBO CHIIbHEE BCETO, @ TPUOTKPHITAS
JBEPH BlIaJIeKe Tak 1 MaHuia k cede. CoHsl TOPOILITUBO MOIIIA K CBOEH 11eJ1H, T10 Iy TH Opocast orac-
JIMBBIE B3TJIS/IBI HA CTEHBI, TJI€ MIEBEIHIINCH MPUIYIJIMBBIC TEHH OT HEPOBHOTO TUIAMEHH CBEYECH.
[Ipoiins yepes Bech 3a1 U noaokas Kk 1sepu, CoHs 3aMeuinia ar 1 OCTOPOXKHO, CTapasichb HU K
YeMy He MPUKacaThCs, 3arvIsiHy A B mesb. [IpsMo HanpoTuB 1BepH, Ha CTEHE, B BEIYYPHOM KaH/Ie-
ns10pe, Topelia cBeva, TO €€ CBET MPOHMKAI B 00Jbioi 3a1. CHapyku ObUT KOPUIIOpP, HO Yepes
HOJTYOTKPBITYIO JIBEPh MOXHO OBUIO BHIETH TOJBKO €T0 JIEBYIO YaCTh, YXOSIIYIO Ky/1a-TO B TEM-
HYI0 J1aiib. Bee elie pa3pbiBasich MEKIy COMHEHUEM U JTI000NBITCTBOM, COHS 1OTPOHYJIACh PYKOH
710 MeJlaTbOHA U OTVISTHYJIACh Ha 3€PKajio, MPUMEPSSICh K PACCTOSIHUIO J0 HETO, MPUKU/IBIBAs, Ky/aa
eil Oexxarh B cirydae onmacHocTH. [lotoM ymepnack pykamu B OTPOMHYIO JABEPh M CO BCEH CHIIBI
TOJNKHYINA. [IBepb, Takas THTAHTCKAs, TOJICTAasl M TSHKENIast Ha BUJ, HA YUBIICHHUE JIETKO B 0€30 BCS-
KOTO CKpHIIa OTKPBLIACh, OyATO METNIH €€ ObUIA TOJBKO 4TO cMa3aHbl. COHS UyTh HE BBHIBAIMIACH
B KOPHJIOP TIOJT ICHCTBHEM COOCTBEHHOM CHIIBI TSKECTH.

Kopunop men B 00e CTOpOHBI: HalneBO — MpayHbld, MPSAMOM, JJIMHHBIN, a clipaBa KOpHU-
JI0p PEe3KO MOBOpAa4YMBaJI, BUJHEIACh TOJBKO TeMHasi cTeHa. COHsl pacTepsiHHO MTOCMOTpEIa CHa-
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Yaja B OJIHy CTOpPOHY, moToM B japyryto. Kakoit myTts BbIOparh? IlpsMoil myTh mokasaiyicsi ei
Oosee Oe30macHbIM, BEJIb HEU3BECTHO, YTO MOXKET O’KUIATh TaM, 3a ToBOopoToM. [IpuHsB pemienue,
OHa BbIHYJIa CBEUY U3 [TOJICBEYHNKA U TOPOIUIMBO MOIILIA, YyBCTBYS OOCHIMU CTYITHSIMU OKPYITIOCTh
OynbbkHUKOB. «HaBepHoe, Tam BeIxoa», — noaymana CoHs u npubasuia mar. Beap 310 KyTKO
MHTEPECHO — IOCMOTPETH, YTO TaM, CHapy>kU, B KaKO MUp OHa Tomaja Ha 3TOT pa3.

Kopunop oxa3zazicst He TakuM yx U 1IUHHBIM. Bekope CoHs MOHsIa, YTO KAMEHHbBIE CTEHBI
y’K€ JaBHO OCTAJIMCh 1033/, a OHA UJIET MO0 TYHHENIO U3 NEPEIIETEHHbIX MKy cO00i1 CTBOJIOB
U BeTBeH JiepeBbeB. [louyBCcTBOBaJICS CKBO3HSK, U IIaMsl CBEUM 3aTPENETano, TOTOBOE BOT-BOT
noracHyTb. COHSI TOPOIUTMBO MPHUKPBLIA €T0 PYKOH — HE XBATAJIO €IIe OCTaThCs 371eCh 0e3 CBeTa.

TyHHENnp ObUT 3HAYUTEIBLHO HUXKE KOPUAOpA U C KaKIbIM IIaroM CTaHOBMJICS BCE HMKE
u Hioke. CHavana nepernseTeHns BeTBei ObIM TAKUMHU I'YCTBIMU U INTIOTHBIMH, YTO Ka3aJ10Ch, OyATO
9TO ¥ HE BETBU BOBCE, a KAKME-TO BHICEUCHHBIC HA CTEHAX penbedHbie y30pbl. CBET OT Tpereny-
IIETO TUIAMEHH CBEYH I1a/1aJ1 Ha 3TH TYTHE y3JIbl H OOBHUTHS, CO3/aBast MIUTIO3HIO IBHKEHUs. To-
CTbIEe NTOOEry NMeperieTalluch ¢ TOHKUMU, CIIOBHO TYLIMIM UX B OOphOE 3a MECTO CyIIECTBOBA-
Hus. OT BCEro 3TOro co3/1aBajoch HeNpusATHOe ouryieHue. [locreneHHo Onuke K BBIXOLY BETKU
peneny, CTaHOBUJIMCh TOHbILIE, MECTAMU JIaXKE€ CTaJIM INONAAaTbCsl OJUHOYHbBIE MYyYKH JHCTHEB,
U CKBO3b HUX MOXHO OBUIO pa3misiieTh MpayHOE TEMHOE HE0O0, HU3KOE M TSDKEJIOe, 3aTAHyTOe
CU3bIMHM C PO30BaThIM OTJIMBOM Ty4YaMH, CKBO3b KOTOpbIE THIETHO MbITAlach MPOOUTHCS JIyHA.
[TopeneBmmii TyHHENH 3aKOHUMIICA, U COHS, BB HA YIIHILY, OCMOTPEJIACh.

[oBcromy pocnu JepeBbsi, H30THYTHIC, KPUBBIE CTBOJIBI KOTOPBIX OBLIM MOAOOHBI KaKUM-
TO CTPAHHBIM, YPOIUTUBBIM (pUTYpaM, 3aCTHIBIINM B BBIYYPHBIX MMo3aXx. OT TyHHENS MEXAY Aepe-
BbSMHU M3BUBAJIACh IleCYaHasi TPONMHKA, 3aMaHMBasl BCE Jajibllie U Janblie. ['ycToil TymaH 3acTu-
JaJl 3eMJII0, CBHCAJl MyTHBIMU JIOXMOTbSIMH C BETBEH J€pEBBEB, CO BCEX CTOPOH TAHYA K CoHe
CBOM NpU3padHbIe PyKU. MpauHblil, yHbUIbIN Nek3ax. M tummHa. .. JKyTkas, myraromas, HexxuBas
TUIIMHA. .. Hu nTHubux Tpenei, Hu 1yHOBeHUs BeTpa... CIIOBHO TyMaH OKyTaJl BCE U BCEX U YChI-
W1 Ha TOJIBKO €My OJJHOMY M3BECTHOE Bpemsi. He pemasch OTXOIUTh CIUIIKOM JaJIeKO OT TOrO
MecCTa, I1e cTosso 3epkano, CoHs omsiHynack. [1o3aan Hee BO3BBIIIAICS TEMHON ITIBIOOH OIpOM-
HBII KAMEHHBIN 3aMOK C OCTPBIMH OAUTHSMH M BBICTYTAIONIMMHU 3yO4aThIMU JeTalsiMu. B momy-
MpaKe CJIO0XKHO ObLIO €ro pasmisAeTh, HO Ka3aJoCh, OH BECh COCTOUT M3 YIVIOB U OCTPBIX KpacB
Y MOYTH JI0 TIOJIOBHUHBI I'YCTO 3apOocC MOoi3yuyuMu auaHamu. CoHsl, 3alIPOKUHYB T'OJI0BY, MEJIJIEHHO
HOJHSUIA B3I 10 CAMbIX BEpXYLIEK OallleHOK: TOJIbKO TaM, HaBEPXY, BUAHEIUCH U3PEKa pacIo-
JIO’KEHHbIE MAJIEHbKHUE HE3aCTEKJIEHHBIE OKOIIKH.

HecmoTtps Ha TymMaH U MpauHbIil nei3ax, 3aeck He Obuto xonoaHo. M CoHs, cTost B oqHON
HOYHOU COpOYKE, COBCEM He 3aMmepaiia. OHa noleBeuia najibliaMy 00ChIX HOT, Ha KOTOpbIE IIPU-
JIMITIA BIa)KHBIE TIECYMHKH, ¥ HEO)KUJAHHO YIBIOHYJIACch. BBIIO B 3TOM CTpaHHOM MECTE YTO-TO
Takoe... He 00bsicHUTh. COHE yKe JTaBHO HE OBUIO Tak JIETKO: OHa HU Ha KOTO HE CEepIHiIach,
HUKOMY HE >KeJaJyia 3j1a, U MPU 3TOM €€ ToJIOBY HE MpoH3aja Ta ykacHas 00ib. OHa Kak OyaTo
CHOBA CTaJjla MpeXHEH — Becenon, 6e33a00THOI 1 cyacTMBOM. W 3TO 4yBCTBO OCBOOOXKICHHMS,
TaK HEOXH/IaHHO CBAJIMBIIIEECS HA HEE, OMbSIHSIIO U HAIOJIHAJIO PAIOCThIO cepALe. XOTEN0Ch CMe-
ATHCS U KPY)KUTHCS B KAKOM-HUOYIb Oe3yMHOM TaHIle. OHa OYyBCTBOBAA, YTO BIPYT OCBOOOIH-
Jach OT Yero-To CTPAIIHOTO.

Brpyr B oyIHOM TUIIMHE pa3faics IPOMKHM PBIK.

CoHs 0T HEO)KMJAHHOCTH B3/IpOTHYIIa U oIsiHynack. Kazanock, 3To cTpaliHoe pblyaHue 3By-
YHUT OTOBCIOAY. 3BYK CTAHOBUJICS BCE TPOMYE, K PBIYaHUIO TOOABMIICS TPECK JOMAIOIIUXCS Aepe-
BbEB, TPEBOXKHBIN KPUK ITUL, COTHAHHBIX C HACH)KEHHBIX MECT. B Ty ke MUHYTy mjams cBeuu
noracio, 1 CoHsl 0ka3zajnach B oJHOU TeMHoTe. Kazanock, OynTo MajneHbKUN OTOHEK TOXKE UCITY-
rajics ¥ pemni cupsirarbes. CoHs 3aCThlIa, MBITASICh PA3MIAIETh B TYMAHE HCTOYHHUK 3TUX 3BYKOB.
W BoT, HaKoHel, oHa yBUJENa Heumo. ITO ObUI HE YEJIOBEK U HE 3Bepb. Braneke ckBO3b TyMaH
poOHPaIOCh YyOBHIIE OTPOMHOTO pocTa. Ha romose ero Obum pora, OMUH U3 KOTOPBIX BOWH-
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CTBEHHO TOpYajl BBEPX, a BTOPO 3aBOpayMBaICAd BHU3, IOUYTU K caMoMy yXy. Ero cyTyinble mueun
OBLIM MOKPBITHI BOJIOCAMM, a PYKH HACTOJILKO OTPOMHBI, UTO YYJOBHILE C JIETKOCTHIO BBIPHIBAJIO
JepeBbst Ha cBoeM nyTH. [1000HO yenoBeKky, OHO MepeBUraioch Ha JBYX HOrax U IO, U3/1aBast
CTpalllHOE TPO3HOE phIYaHHUE, B CTOPOHY 3amKa, npsmo Ha Conro. OunyBmIKCh OT ucnyra, CoHs
oTOpocuia Tenepsp yxe OeCIoNe3HyI0 CBEUY B CTOPOHY U PE3KO BBICTaBUIIA BIEpe]] 00€ pyKH, 4To0
BOJIHOM Marn4eckoi SHEpruu OTKMHYTh OT ce0s 3To uynoBuuie. Ho oHO nake HE 0CTaHOBHIIOCK.
CoHst pacTepsiHHO IMOCMOTpEIa Ha CBOM PYKH U TIONMpoOoBaia CHOBa, COOPaB BCIO CHITY, HA KaKyIO
TOJBKO ObLTa criocoOHa. CTpaiHoe 9yI0BHUIIIEe TEM BpEMEHEM BBIOPAIOCH U3 3apOCIiel U, HE Cep-
KUBAEMOE MPENATCTBUSAMU, C YABOCHHON CKOPOCTHIO MPUONIMIKATIOCh K HEH, CBUPENO pblya, pas-
MaxHBasi OFPOMHBIMHU PYy4MILAMH, TOTOBOE BOT-BOT CXBAaTUTh U pactep3ath ee. Tenepb CoHs paz-
IJISIZIeNa €ro JIMIO, €CIM €ro MOXKHO OBUIO Tak Ha3BaTh... OOpaMIIEHHOE UIMHHBIMHU BOJIOCAMH,
OHO OBbUIO HACTOJIBKO Y>KACHBIM, YTO HE MOIVIO IIPUBHUIETHCS Ja’Ke B CAMOM JKYTKOM Kolmape!..

Oco3Has, uTo ee marus He AeiicTByet, CoHsl, MapaJi30BaHHAs y>KacoOM, MEIJIEHHO MOISATHU-
Jach Ha3ad, B TYHHENb. Ho ouepeiHON yCTpalaronyii peIK IPUBEII €€ B UyBCTBO, U OHAa OeroM Opo-
CHJIACh TY/Ia, TIIE CTOSIO 3€PKAJIO — CIIACUTEIBHBIN BBIXOJ U3 ATOTO onacHoro Mecta. OHa Oexana
10 TEMHOMY KOPHJIOpY, B ITAHUKE TBITAsICh Pa3IISLIETh Ty ABEPb, B KOTOPYIO TOJIBKO YTO BBILLIA,
a C3a]lu pa3/1aBajioCh PblYaHKE, KOTOPOE CIIBIIIATIOCH YKE COBCEM OJIM3KO U MOATOHSIIO ee. Y Hee
naske He ObLT0 BpeMeHH, 9T00 OTIISIHYThCS, BCe CBOE BHMMaHue COHS HarpaBwiia Ha TIOUCKH IBEPH,
KOTOPYIO CIIOKHO OBLIO pasmIsAeTb B TEMHOM Kopujope. OOaupasi majiblibl, OHa JTUXOPAJ0YHO
HIapuiIa pyKaMHu B TEMHOTE 110 KOPSIBbIM KaMEHHBIM cTeHaM. Cepiiie OereHo KOI0THIIOCh B TPY/IH,
TOTOBOE BBIIIPBITHYTh MJIM Pa30pBaThCS HA 4acTu OT cTpaxa. B oruasnum CoHs nmpurosapuBaa:
«Iloxamyiicra, noxkanyicra, MOoXKalIyHCTa...» — caMa TOYHO He 3Had, K koMy oOpamaercs. To nu
K uynumty: «Iloxanyiicra, He Tporaii MeHs!» — 1o 1u k cebe: «[loxaiyiicta, HOTOPONHUCH!» — TO JTn
k asepu: «lloxamyiicra, Hailnuck ke yxe, HakoHen!» W korna oHa yke cTana TepsTh HaACKIy,
€€ JIa/IOHU NT0YyBCTBOBAJIM POBHYIO IMOBEpXHOCTh. BoT ona! Toncras nepeBsHHas ABEpb, KOTOPYIO
oHa uckana. CoHsl TOPOILIMBO OTKphLIA ee, 3a0ekana B 3aJl, C paJoCTbi0O OTMETHB, YTO 37€Ch BCE
ellle TOpAT CBEYM U HE HYXHO MCKaTh B TEMHOTE 3aMOK Ha pame. He octanaBnuBasch U Ha Xony
nocrasas menanboH, CoHs moadexana K CliacCUTEeIbHOMY 3€pKalry.

Ona 1 cama He 3aMeTHIIa, KaKk B TAHUYECKOM YyXKace MPOCKOUMIa CKBO3b IIPOXOJ, 0Ka3ajaach
y ce0si B KOMHATe U BbIpBaja MEJalbOH U3 3aMKa.

Tyt CoHs TopomuBo 3adpanach B IOCTEINb, 3apblIach C FOJIOBOI B O/I€SJIO U 3aTUXJIA, CKU-
Mas B pyke MenaiaboH. CIycTs MUHYTY, YCIIOKOMBIINCH, OHA OCTOPOKHO BBICYHYJIA TOJIOBY U3-110]T
ofiesiyia ¥ TIOCMOTpena Ha 3epkano. OHO ObUTO CIIOKOWHBIM, KaK MPEXk/Ie, CIOBHO HUYETO U HE TPO-
u3onwio. Beiioxnys, CoHst pacciabaeHHO OTKHMHYJA OJEsI0 U, HEOKUJAHHO s ce0si, paccMes-
nach. [laHnyeckuil ykac, KOTOPbIA TOJIBKO YTO BJaJEd €€ pa3yMoOM, BIPYI CMEHMJICS KaKUM-TO
JMKAM BOCTOPIOM OT OCO3HAaHMsI TOTO, YTO OHA B OE€30MaCHOCTH.

— Cons, nopa BcraBarb!.. — Mama MenbKOM 3ariisiHyja B KOMHATy, BKJIIOUMJIA CBET U YK€
coOupanach BBIXOIUTh, KaK BAPYTI CHOBAa IOBEPHYIACh M YAUBIEHHO BOCKIUKHYyna: — CoHs!
UYro y Tebs ¢ Horamu?!

CoHs mpUOTKpbLIa 3aClIaHHbIE V1a3a U IOCMOTpEJIa HAa CBOM ISITKH, TOpYAIllUe U3-110]1 OJle-
sia. OHM OBLTM KYTKO Mepernavykanbl, Kak Oyaro CoHs BCIO HOUb Oponuiia OOCUKOM MO TPs3H.
MunyTtouky! Bocukom o rpsizu? Tak, 3Ha4uT, 3TO OBLT HE COH?! 3HAYUT, CErOAHS HOUBIO OHA JICH-
CTBUTEJIBHO TIOTajia CKBO3b 3€pKajio B Apyroil Mup? OHa BCIIOMHMIIa KAMEHHBIM 3aMOK C TPOHOM
Y CTPAILHOE YyJOBHILE, KOTOPOE UyTh ObLI0 HE NokiMasio ee. OT 3Tux Mbicieil CoHsl OKOHYATEIbHO
IPOCHYJAcCh.
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— Ox, Cons, CoHs... Heyxenu Tbl ¢ TaKMMU 4yMa3bIMH HOTaMHU Buepa CIaTh yjaemiach? —
y’KacHyJach Mama. — He moHmmaro s1, 9to ¢ T000i mporucxonuT?..

Cons nocMoTpesnia Ha MaMy U MoJT4a Iojkajia Iie4yaMu. A 4To oHa Moruia cka3arb? YTo HOubto
Oerasia 00OCHKOM MO KaKOMY-TO TAMHCTBEHHOMY TYHHEJIIO B KAKOM-TO HEM3BECTHOM MecTe? Mama
B3/I0XHYJIa, [TOKayasa rojoBoil U BbIlLIA U3 €e KOMHaThl. A COHSl CHOBAa OTKMHYJIACh HA MOAYLIKU
¥ 33yMYHBO IIOCMOTpeia Ha 3epkaio. Llenast kyuya BompocoB pousiachk y Hee B royioBe. YTo 310
obu10 ceroaHs Houbt0? YTo 3710 32 MecTo? Ilouemy oHa momana umeHHo Tyzna? Urto 31O OBLIO
3a yynoBuuie? [Toyemy eii Tam Ob1I0 Tak Xopomro? M cMOXKeT JIn OHa 1MonacTh TyJa CHOBa?

— Cons! Tel BcTaemb? — MamuH rosoc npepsajl COHUHBI pa3MbILUIEHHUS.

Ona pbIBKOM OTKHHYNa ¢ ce0st opesyio U Berana. Cellyac mepBbIM JI€JIOM HYXKHO OBLIO
noMbITh HOTHU. [Ipoxozst Mumo 3epkana, CoHst KOCHYIach MaJbIIAMH XOJIOAHOTO CTEKIIA U YIIBIOHY-
Jach, CIIOBHO MTPUBETCTBYS TABHETO 3HAKOMOTO. A BB N3 KOMHATHI M CTOJIKHYBIIMCH ¢ Haram-
KOM, TyT K€ U3MEHIJIACh B JIMIIE, KaK OyATO 3epKasly OHa OblIa OoJbIe pasia, YeM CECTpeE.

B mixone Consi, kak 00bIYHO, IepKanach 000C00JIEHHO, CTapasiCh HA C KEM HE pa3rOBapUBaTh.
PebsiTa, moxoxe, NPUBBIKJIM K TaKOMY €€ MOBEACHUIO M HE MPUCTABaIM C paccupocaMu. JIuib
TOJILKO 3UMHH MOJTYAJIMBOU TEHBIO MOBCIONY CJIEIOBAN 32 HEH.

— Hy gero tebe onsth? — pasnpaxkeHHo cripocusia CoHsl, TOYyBCTBOBAB Ha c€0€ €ro B3I,

— To1 moMoOi#1 oHa uaeb? — CIIPOCHUI OH.

— Opna, — TBepao orBeTmiia CoHsl.

— JlaBaii pOBOXKY, — MPEATIOKUIT 3UMHH.

— He nano, — ckazana CoHs, Kak oTpe3ajia, — 1 He TOBOPU MHE PO MaHbsKOB. M BooO1IIE,
€CJIM ThI U JJaJIbllIe XOYelllb CUAETh HAa 3TOM MecTe, TO cuau Monya. [lonsn?

—A... —1nonsITazucs cienarh enle oaHy noneITky Jlenuc, Ho CoHsi mocMOTpesia Ha HEro TaKuM
B3IVISIOM, YTO OH MPHUTHUX, TAK M HE BHICKA3aB CBOIO MBICIIb.

3UMUH J10 KOHIIAa YPOKOB CHJIENI MOTYAJIMBBIA U 1evaibHbIi. OH Kak OyATO MBITAJICS OCMBIC-
JUTH YTO-TO OYEHb BaskHOE /7151 ceOs1. HakoHery, mocie ypokoB OH cka3ai:

— 51, HaBepHOE, TIepecsy Ha CBOE€ MECTO... bl MpaBaa CHILHO U3MEHIIACh. MOXET OBITh,
s IypaK ¥ y4ych Ha TPOMKH, HO TO, UTO THI CTaja APYTOH, U Jypak 3aMeTUT. Thl, KOHEYHO, U3BHHH,
HO Ta COHSI MHE HpaBWJIACh OOJIBIIIE.

OH 3aKuHYJ CyMKY Ha IIJIEYO U, HE JOXKHU1asCh OTBETA, BbIlIEN U3 Ki1acca. COHsl Mo4a CMOT-
pena emy Benen. «Bcee mpaBuiibHo. S momkHa ObITh OqHA. Tak BceM OyeT Jydiey, — C TPYCThIO
noJymMasa OHa, HO BHEIIIHE HUYEM HE BblJlaja OTOPUYECHHUS.

— HaM Hy’>XHO ITOrOBOpUTH, — IOCJIBIIIANCS 3a ciuHOM HacTtun rosoc.

Cons omsHynack. [logpyra 3acteHunBO TepeOuia myroBuily Ha xuietke. COHsl OKUHYIA €€
0e3pa3TUYHBIM B3IJISIJIOM.

— Yero Tebe? — cripocuiia OHa, MOXET OBITh, AK€ CIHUIIKOM Tpy0o.

— Tbl MOXENIb CKa3aTh, 4TO CIydmwIocs? B mpormioM rogy Tel Obla coBceM apyrasi, TeOs
KaK OyTO NOJMEHUIIN. . .

— Hy 4T0 BBI BCe 3amainim «OAMEHWIH, ToAMEeHWI» ? 1 ThI, M 3UMUH, U 1aXe poauTenn! —
HEI0BOJIbHO BOCKIIMKHYNA CoHsl. — MoeT, 3To Bac BceX MOAMEHMIN?!

— Ecnu Hy»Ha MOsl TOMOIIb, Thl TOJIBKO CKaXku, — HacTs kocHynacs COHMHOH pyKHu.

— Hacrs... — Const Oynro Ha MTHOBEHHE OYHYJIACh OT KOIIMAapHOTO CHA U YKaJ00HO TTOCMOT-
pena Ha noapyry. OHa NpoTsAHyJa PyKY, XOTeJla YTO-TO CKa3aTh, U B Ty )K€ CEKyH]ly JUKasi, HecTep-
numas 0oJib 3anyabcupoBaia B BUckax. CoHsl OTAepHY/Ia pyKy U, CXBaTUBILKCH 3a TOJIOBY, 3aKpHU-
yana: — Hukorga Oombine He monxoau ko MHe! — HacTst ¢ pacTepstHHBIM, HEIOHUMAOIIIUM BHIOM
cenana mar Ha3ald, OTOM PE3KO pa3BEepHYJach M, HE OIVISAbIBAsCH, BbILILIA U3 KaOuHeTa. bonb
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TyT e cTuxJia. COHsl BHIIPSIMUIIACH U ¢ O€3pa3IMuHbIM BUJIOM [TIOCMOTpEa Beie noapyre. beis-
el moapyre.

Teneps Const ObUTa yBepeHa, YTO HEBBIHOCHMAsL 0OJIb YK€ HE BEPHETCS: BEIb PAIOM C HEl
HE 0CTaJIOCh JIpy3€H — T€X, KTO MOT Obl BBI3BATh B HEM XOpolIne, 100pble 4yBCTBA.

CoHns cujena HarpoTUB 3epKajla U UCHOAI00bsS CMOTpPENa Ha HETO. YK€ HECKOJIBKO THEH OHa
0oporach ¢ UCKYIIEHHMEM CHOBA IONACTh B TOT MUP, I7I€ IOYYBCTBOBajIa HEOKUIAHHYIO CBOOO/TY,
IJI€ TaK JIETKO ABIIIAIOCH, IOTOMY YTO YepHas 37100a He caaBiuBaia rpyab. Ho Tam xuiio crpani-
HOE€ poraTtoe 4yJ0BHIlEe, Ha KOTOPOE He JAecTBOBaNa JaXe ee Marusi. JTo Myrajo ee, IoToMy 4YTO
0€e3 Maruu oHa CTaHOBMJIACh O€33alUTHA, KaK yJIUTKa 0e3 MaHIupsl.

Ceroanst B 1IKOJIE OTMEHWUJIM TocieaHue ypoku, U CoHsl paHbllle OOBIYHOTO BEPHYJACh
nomoi. B kBapTupe Hukoro He 6110, To3TOMY COHSI OBLIa MPEIOCTaBICHA HA KAaKOe-TO BpEeMs cama
cebe. Tycpbka cTapanach Kyaa-HUOYIb CIPATAThCS, TENEPh IPU BCTPEUE OHA KayKJblH pa3 LIMIesna
u yoerama. Ceiiuac Tycbka cnpsTaniach Tak, 4TO €€ HE HAILIU Obl Jake caMble JIyUIlIhe B MHUPE
CBIIIHKH.

Vxe Heckonbko pa3 CoHsl mopbIBaiach BCTaTh, OHA MOJAXOJMIA K 3€pKajy, a IOTOM, 3JI5Ch
Ha CBOIO HEPELIUTEIHHOCTh U TPYCOCTh, OTXOIMIIa 00paTHO. OHa pa3phIBAJIach MEXKTy KeJTaHHEM
BHOBB OIIIYTHTH CBOOOY U CTpaxoM OBITh pacTep3anHoi gynosuiieM. Hakoner CoHst pemuTeabHO
CHsUJIa MEJJaJIbOH U MOJIOILIA K 3€pKally, TOTOBasi BHOBb OKa3aThCsl B TOM 3arajiouHoM mupe. Bee-
TaKW ceiyac JIeHb, a P JHEBHOM CBETE BCE KOIIMAaPHhI PACCEUBAIOTCS U KAXKYTCS Y)KE HE TAKUMHU
CTpAIIHBIMHU, KaK HOYbI0. OHa yiKe PUIIOKIIIA MEATBOH K 3aMKY, KaK BAPYT B ITOCJIETHUN MOMEHT
3aMeIIKaiach, YTO-TO BCIIOMHHUB, M TI0OeXkasia B MPUXOKYI0. [lopsIBIIHCE B mIKady, OHA BHITAIINIIA
OTTY/1a KPOCCOBKH, TOPOIUIMBO HATsHYJa UX, OJIOILIA K 3€pKaly U — IIarHyia B Jpyroi Mup.

B mpaunom 3anie onsith OblTO TeMHO. «KTO-TO moTyminia cBeuu...» — nogymana CoHs U ¢
OTaCKOW MPHHSIIACH BCMAaTPUBATHCS B TEMHOTY: BEIb 3TOT «KTO-TO» MOT OBITH COBCEM PSIIOM,
U 3THM «KTO-TO» MOTJIO OKa3aThCsl TO caMoe 4uynauine. B TeMHOTe HIUEro He ObLIO BHIIHO, JBEPH
Ha ATOT pa3 ObLIa MIIOTHO 3aKkpbiTa. COHSI HAaNpsIIa CIyX U 3aTauja AbIXaHWe, HO HUYEro, KpoMe
OueHus: CBOETO COOCTBEHHOTO Cepla, He ycibiiana. HeMHOro yCroKOMBIINCH, OHA OCTOPOXKHO
10 OYepen 3aKI1a B3IJISI0OM HECKOJIBKO CBEUEH, PACIIONOKEHHBIX MOOIU30CTH, U, OKOHYATEITHHO
yOeaMBILIKCH, UTO B 3aJie, KpOME HEe, AEMCTBUTEILHO HUKOTO HET, OCMEIENa U 3aKIvIa OCTaJbHbIe
CBEYHU. 371eCh HUYETO HE U3MEHMUJIOCH: ObUIO TaK K€ MYCTHIHHO, @ TPOH CTOSUI HA CBOEM IPEKHEM
mecte. CoHs mocremmia K Bbixoay. OCTOpOXKHO IPUOTKPBIB JIBEPh, OHA TIOTUXOHBKY BBHITIISTHYIIA
B KOpUAOp M mpuciymaisack. HUKakux 3ByKOB: HU pbIKa, HU IIaroB YyJAOBHUINA, HU AK€ TUXOTO
nreOypiranus Meleid. TunmHa.

— Hy uto %, HasleBO — BBIXOA U3 3aMKa U cTpawmiuiie. CerogHs s pa3Benaro, 4rto ke TYT
crpaBa, — IIENOTOM cKkazania cama cede Const u mobexasa mo Kopuaopy.

3a MOBOPOTOM OKa3anach BUHTOBAs jiecTHULA. OHa 3aBopayuBalia U Beja BBEpX, Kyda-To
B TEMHOTY.

Ecnu Bo37e 3aia emie MOKHO OBLIO YTO-TO Pas3miIsIeTh, TO 3[eCh ObUTa KpOMENTHAs ThMa!
Const 6eryio mpoBena B3IVISIIOM IO CTEHAM, MBITAasACh HAMTH CBEYH U 3a)Ke4b WX, HO ATO i He yaa-
aock. Uatu B TEMHOTY, B HE3HAKOMOE MECTO, Ja €lle B30HUpaThcs Ha OLILYIb 10 JIECTHUIIE ObLIO
HE OYEHBb-TO MPUITHO, U COHsI B PacTEpSIHHOCTH OCTaHOBWJIAach. Ho TyT ke, o3apeHHast uaeew,
KUHYJachk 00paTHO B IMyCTBHIHHBIN 3aj, rie ropenu coTHU cBedeld. COHs B3sia OfHY M3 HUX H,
OCTOPOXKHO MTPUKPBIBAs Ja0HbIO TPEMEIYIEee IIamsl, OLUIa 0CMaTPUBATh 3aMOK. YIUBUTEIBHO,
HO BJIOJIb JISCTHHMIIBI, HA CTEHAX B KaHJEIAOpax, BCE e ObUIM 3aKPEIJICHbI CBEUH, U elle Ooiee
YAUBUTENBHBIM ObLI0 TO, 4T0 COHE HE yaBaloch 3aXeub UX B3MIAA0M. Viu 3To Kakue-1o ocoOeH-
Hble cBeuM, nian marusi CoHu, KpoMme 3aja, HUrAe He JeicTBoBasa. «CTpaHHO, — MOAyMaia oHa, —
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Be/lb 5 XKE CTajla elle cuibHee. Tak moyemy ke y MEHsl He IOJIYy4yaeTcsl TaKoe MPOCTOE 3aKJIU-
HaHue?..» [locne HeckonbKkUX O€3pe3ysbTaTHBIX MOMBITOK OHA CTaja 3aKUraTh UX IO CTapUHKE,
IPOCTO MOJHOCS TOPSIIIYIO CBeuy K GUTWIAM APYruxX. Tak OHa W IuIa Jajblle, OCTAHABIUBASACH,
4YTO0 3a)KeUb OYEPEAHYIO CBEUY, U OCTaBissA 3a co00i ocBelleHHbIN Kopuaop. Bekope nectHuia
BBIBEJIA €€ K €11I€ OIHOMY JUTMHHOMY KOPHI0pY, UAYLIEMY MOJIyKPYroM, T0 00€UM CTOPOHAM KOTO-
pOTO pacmojyiarajrch 3aKpbIThie 1Bepu. OHHM OBLIN TOpa3io MEHbIE, YeM ABEPh BHU3Y. COHS TOJK-
HyJa MEPBYI0, U Ta OTKPbLIACh C TAKOM K€ JIETKOCThIO, KaK JIBEpb B TPOHHOM 3aje. CoHsl B Hepe-
HIMUTEILHOCTH OCTAaHOBUJIACH HA MOpPOre, Nepes Hell Obula TeMHAss KOMHATa, U HEU3BECTHO, YEro
CJIEIOBAJIO OXKUJATh Ha ATOT pa3. [lopa3MbiciuB, OHa caenana mar BHYTPb, U TyCKJIbII CBET €€
CBEYH CJIETKA OCBETUJI HEBEIOMOE NMPOCTPAHCTBO HEOOIIbIIOM KOMHATHL. COHs O€Io 0cCMOTpenach,
BCE €IIIe OITacasiCh BCTPEUH C UyJA0BHIIEM. B KOMHaTe HUKOTO HE ObLI0. B 1IeHTpe CTOSIT OONMBIION
CTOJI, 3aHUMAIOIINI TOYTH BCE MPOCTPAHCTBO, HA HEM JIEKAIU KaKHe-TO MeJIKue rnpeaMersl. OcMe-
JIeB, OHA MOJOIIIAa K CTOIY Y B3sUJ1a B pyKH MEPBbIi MONAaBIINUNCS IPEAMET, YTOO PACCMOTPETH €TO0.
Jto OblIa KpoLIeyHas IIKATyI04Ka, pa3MEPOM C KyOMK /Il HACTOJIbHOM UIPbl, — TOYHO TaKas e,
Kak Ionanack e onHax/pl B KyKykuHo, Korja e npuiuioch CTOIKHYTHCS CO CTPAILIHBIM JIEMO-
HoM. OHa Tak e Obljla yKpalleHa MaJIeHbKUMHU Pa3HOLIBETHBIMU KaMHSIMU, U TaK K€ B HEl ObLIO
MUHHUATIOPHOE OTBEPCTHE AJ1s KitourKa. COHS ¢ yIUBIEHUEM MTOKPYTUIa B pyKax LIKATYJKY, BCIO-
MUHas COOBITUS TOTO JIETA, 3aTEM MOCTABUJIA €€ HA MECTO M OKHMHYJIA B3IVISAOM OCTAJIbHBIE MPEJI-
METBI Ha CTOJIE. DTO OBUIM TOYHO TaKUE K€ MAJICHbKHUE IIKATYJIOUKH, U ObLIO UX 3/1€Ch, HABEPHOE,
HITYK CTO WM Jaxe aBectu. Ho ecnu Ta mkaTynka Oblia cBsi3aHa ¢ IEMOHOM, TO YTO 3TO 3a ILIKa-
Tynku? Heyxenu 3a KaxJJ0i CTOUT CBOM 1eMOH?

— Kak Bce 310 cTpanHo... — 3aayMmunBo ipodopmoTtana CoHsl.

OHna cHOBa B3s1J1a CBOIO CBEUY U MOILIA ajbIlie UCCIeI0BaTh 3aMOK. TaM OblIIN pa3Hble KOM-
HaThl: OIHM MaJICHbKHE, KaK Ta, CO LIKaTyJO0YKaMH, JPyTHe OrpOMHbBIE, C BBICOKMMH MOTOJKaMU
u OonpmuMu BepssMu. OHM KOMHATHI OBbLITH yOpaHbl Kak CHajbHU, IPYTHe — Kak rapiepoOHbIe,
HOJIHbIE CTPAHHOM OJEK[bl, TPETbU — MPOCTO IMyCThIE, HEKOTOPbIE ObUIM 3aKpbIThl, U CoHE Tak
U HE Y/1aJIOCh TIOCMOTPETH, 4TO TaM BHYTpH. [lonancs Cone u 0omb110i 321, IBHO OBIBILIMI KOT/1A-
TO 00EJCHHBIM, TIOTOMY YTO IO LEHTPY €Tr0 MIeJ JUTMHHBINA CTOJ, C 00EMX CTOPOH KOTOPOTO CTO-
SUTA CTYJIbSL C BBICOKMMHU CIIMHKaMU, a CTOSIIUI BO IVIaB€ CTOJIa CTYN ObLJI OCOOEHHO OOJIBLINM.
«J1s1 kakoil-To BaxkHOU mepcoHbl, — nogymana CoHs. — A MOXKET ObITb, 71 TOTO YyIOBUILA...»
OHa HEeBOJIBHO OIVISIHYNACh, OBICTPO BBILILIA U3 00EAEHHOIO 3aja U MOlllIa JaJbIIe 0 KOPUI0pY,
KOTOpBIM M3BUBAJICS, BBIBO/S TO Ha APYTUe JECTHUIIBI, TO K JPYTMM KOPHAOpPaM C KOMHAaTaMHU.
['ne-To yxe coBceM Ha BEpXHMX 3Ta)kaX CTAJIU MOSBISITHCS OKHA, HO O€3 CBEYM BCE PABHO OBLIO
He 000MTHCH, TOTOMY YTO IPOHHUKABIINHI CKBO3b HUX CBET OBUI TYCKJIBIM, KaK B MACMYPHBII 31M-
Huil Beuep. CoHs BBIVIsIHYJIA B OKHO. HecMoTps Ha To, UTO Ha ATOT pa3 OHa IoMaja CIoAa JTHEM,
371ech Bce paBHO ObLT0 MpayHO. Hebo mi1oTHO 3aTsiHyTO TyyaMu, a BHU3Y, CJIOBHO ITyIIKCTBIN MIIE,
BCE€ YKpbIBaJI TyMaH, HE J1aBasi BO3MOXXHOCTH Pa3IisIETh MECTHOCTb.

Komuars! B 3aMKke ObUTH pa3HbIe, U yOPAHCTBO B HUX Pa3HOE, HO OOJIbIIE HU B OJHON KOM-
Hate CoHs HE yBHUJZENA T€X MaJIeHbKUX IKaryiouek. J[oWas 1o caMoro Bepxa, OHa TMOBEpPHYyJa
o0OparHo, mpoIljia Ha3aj BeCh IyTh, y’KE HE OTBJIEKAsACh HA IBEPU U HA TO, YTO 3a HUMHU. Pemus-
IIMCh, OHA MPOILIA MUMO OOJIBIIOTO 3aj1a, B KOTOPOM CTOSUIO 3€pPKaio, U BBIIILIA MO IPEBECHOMY
TYHHENIO Ha ynuny. 3neck CoHst 3aMenikanach. Benp riue-to psaom OpoauT 4yoBUIlIE. A MOXKET
OBbITh, OHO 3/1€Ch HE OJJHO, MOXET, UX TYT LIEJI0€ IIeMs?..

Ona crosiia BO3JI€ BXO/a B TyHHEINb, HE pellasch OTOMTH HU Ha LIar, U paccMaTpuBaja
OKPECTHOCTH, HACKOJIBKO 3TO ObUIO BO3MOXHO, IIOTOMY YTO TaM MO-IPEXHEMY BCE OKYThIBAJ
TyMaH, TpsiYa B CBOUX MYTHBIX, O€JIBIX JIOXMOTBSIX BCE, YTO HAXOMIIOCH JIaJIbIle JBA/IIIATH IIAr0B.
CnuIkoM CBEXH elie ObUIM BOCIIOMUHAHMSI O TOM, KaK OHa y0erajia oT 4yJdOBHIIA, Ha XOAY MPO-
IAsICh C JKU3HbIO, T03TOMY COHS Tak U HE pEeIINIach CEroJHs MPOAOKUTE CBOM UCCIIEAOBaHUS.
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Omna BepHynach B OOJIBIION 3aj, MOAOILIA K 3€PKaly M BO3BPAaTHIACH B CBOIO KOMHATY, B CBOM
IIPUBBIYHBIA MHUP.

31ech K Hell BO3Bpallanach €e pa3IpakuTeabHOCTb, 3/1€Ch OHA ObljIa OMHOKA 110 COOCTBEH-
HOMY JkenaHuto. 1, XoTs B TOM, IpyroM Mupe, OHa 4yBCTBOBaja ce0si HAMHOTO JIy4lIlle, OCTaThC
TaM HaCOBCEM OHa HE MOIJIa — IOTOMY YTO €€ MHp OBLI 31€Ch. ..
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masa 3. MecTb oounaumuam
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ITouemy-TO IEpBBIN CHEr y BCEX JIFOAEH BBI3BIBACT OJUHAKOBYIO peakuuro. [laxe eciu Tbl
HE JIIOOUIL 3UMY U MeUTaellb )KUTh B CTPaHe, I7ie BCEra JIETO, BCE paBHO, YBU/IEB IEPBBIN CHET,
ThI YABIOHENIBCS — MIPOBEPEHO.

3a HOYb BeCh JIBOP MPEBPATHJIICS B YUCTBIM JUCT Oymaru, Oemnblii 1 cBepkaromuii. Peakue
LIETIOYKH CJIEJOB BEEPOM PAaCXOJWINCH B pa3Hble CTOPOHBI. Bo3ayX cpa3y cTan KaKUM-TO JIETKHUM,
CBEXXUM U 1po3payHbiM. COHS BBILIUIA U3 TIOABE3/1a M HEBOJIBHO YIIBIOHYIACh, YBUJIEB 3Ty OCIIN3HY.
Ho B Ty e cexyHy MOMOPIIMIACh OT HapacTaromeii 6011 1, CHOBA HaJleB Ha ceds MacKy Oe3pas-
AMYus, ¢ 6€CCTPACTHBIM JIUIIOM HAaIPaBUIIACh B ILIKOIY.

3aiins B xabunet, CoHsl cpa3y 3amerTuia, 4to JIeHHc CHAMT Ha CBOEM NPEKHEM MECTe
3a mocuenHeil maptoid. OH O 4eM-TO KHMBO OeceloBall C MAJBYUIIKAMU, OHH CMesTUCh. COHS
I'PYCTHO yCMEXHYJach KPaelIkoM ry0, oTBesa B3I U HallpaBUIach K CBOEMY CTOITY.

— Yro, Myxa, pazbexanucs Bce oT Te0s? Onsth ogHa? — ¢ yemenkoil cnpocuina [laxuna,
BCTaB y HEE Ha IIyTH.

—Yero Tebe oT MeHs Hy»kHO? Yero Thl Bce HUKAaK HE YCIOKOUIILCS? — yCTalo MpodopMoTaa
Coms.

— 3ps BeimeHapuBacibesi! QYK CHsIA, B IMOTKU BOH CBOM HapsKAeIIbCsi BMECTO (DOPMBI,
HO BCE PaBHO Thl HUKOMY HE HyHa! — BOCKJIMKHYJIa MapuHKa.

— Kax TbI He MOXKELIb TOHATH, YTO APY>KAT HE U3-3a OUKOB U HE U3-3a OLEK/bl! — pE3KO OTBE-
tuina Cons, nponuia MUMO MapHHbI 1 HAMEPEHHO TOJIKHYJIA €€ IJIEYOM TaK, YTO Ta UyTh HE yIaia.

— Te1 ut0? CoBceMm npumnyxiua?.. — Bo3myTtuwiach lllaxuna, notupas miedo, v, NpUILYPUB-
LIKCh, Tpolunena: — Myxa kpuBosnanas!..
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CoHst paIoCTHO YIIBIOHYIIACH, KaK OYZITO TOIBKO 3TO M OBLIO HY>KHO, ¥ MOJTYA ITPOIILIA 33 CBOIO
napry, cornpoBokaaemas B3nsiaoM LlaxuHon.

Hauancs ypok. YuurenbHuua reorpaguu, packpblB >KypHall, JOJIO BOAWJIA PYUYKOU
IO CIIUCKY y4€HUKOB, a COHsI HEOTPBIBHO CMOTpEJIa Ha HEE, MbITAsICh HAPABUTh €€ MBICIIHU TY/a,
KyZla HYy>KHO.

— [axwuna! — Be3Basma yuurtenpHuna, 1 CoHs enBa 3aMeTHO yhblOHynach, — MapuHa,
UM K JTOCKE.

—Hy 3osBannal.. Sl )xe Ha mpo1sIoM ypoke oTBeuasia, — onsitajgachk nporectoBars [llaxuna.

— Hy 1 yto? BOT 1 npoBepuM, Kak Thl TOTOBUIIb JIOMAILIHEE 3aJjaH1E — KX /bl pa3 UIU OT
cilydasl K clyyaro, — TBEpJO CKa3aja Y4YUTEIbHHMIIA U MHOTO3HAYUTEIBbHO KHBHYJIA B CTOPOHY
KapThl.

Mapuna nopxana ryObl, HEMHOTO MOIbBIXTENA, 3aT€EM BCKUHYJA TOJOBY, TPSAXHYB CBOMMU
POCKOIITHBIMU JIOKOHaMH, U, KaKk OOBIYHO, 33]jpaB HOC, MMpOILIa K Aocke. bpocuB Oerblil B3msiA
Ha HEHAaBUCTHYIO KapTy B Pa3HOLIBETHBIX pa3Bojax, lllaxuHa pa3BepHysack Ha KabIyKax U CBBI-
COKa oIisiziena OIHOKIACCHUKOB.

— Ilokaxxu mHe, MapuHa, ropsl, KOTOPbIE MbI U3y4aJIM Ha IIPOLIJIOM YPOKE, — CKa3ala y4dHu-
TEJbHUIIA U TIPOTSHYJA YKa3KY.

[ITaxyHa BHUMATEJIBHO OCMOTpENIA KapTy U TKHYJIa B JIB€ HallJICHHbIE TOPBI.

— Mononern. Toabko kak MpaBUIbHO HYKHO MOKa3bIBaTh FOPbI? DTO K€ HE TOPOJI, YTO Thl TaK
B HETo ThiKaellb. HyKHO IpoBOAUTH yKa3Koil 0 TOpHOMY XpeOTy, — OHa B3sj1a U3 pyK MapuHbl
YKa3Ky ¥ IPOBEJIa €0 0 TEMHO-KOPUYHEBOMY IISTHY Ha KapTe.

OTO ABWKEHHE MOJ3aolled Mo Kapre yka3ku HaBeno COHIO Ha HEOXKHJIAHHYHO MBICIb.
He cBons B3msina ¢ LllaxuHoii, OHA TKHYyJNA YKa3aTeIbHBIM MMajbIleM B OTKPHITHIN YUeOHHK, JTekKa-
U [epes Hell, 1 pe3Ko MpoBesa MajblieM BIpaBo. MapuHKa BApPYr NOLIATHYJIACh, B3MaxHysa
pyKaMmH, CIOBHO Tepsii paBHOBECHE, U HEOXKHJIAHHO JUIsl BCEX CJeJana HECKOJIBKO 1IaroB BAOJb
nocku BrpaBo. 3areM CoHsl, menoroM npunesas: «Myxa KpuBonamnas, MyXa KpuBoJianas...» —
MEJUICHHO MPOBeJIa MmajblieM BiIeBo. M MapuHka, BeITapalus 171a3a, Molia BIeBO U 4y Th He cOna
C HOT' YYUTEIbHUILY.

Const pucoBasia majbLeM KpyIrH, TPEyrojbHUKHU, KaKUe-TO 3aBUTKH, MPUCTAIBHO ML
Ha MapHuHKY, ¥ Ta XOJWJa BAOJIb JOCKH, TMOBTOpsAs Bce 3TH (urypel. CoHA BomLIa B a3apr.
Kaxk korma-To oHa yrpasiisiia MyXoi Ha CTEeKJIe, Tenepb oHa ynpasisia [laxunoii. Ho Teneps 310
ObL1a He urpa. CoHs CJIOBHO Yepraia YHEpruio U3 cTpaganuii Mapunku. 1 yem nosnelie 3To mnpo-
JIOJDKAIIOCh, TEM JIy4llle CTAaHOBWJIOCH Ha ee ayiie. CoOHs HaMEpeHHO XOTena yYHU3UTh Mapuny,
KaKk Ta MHOTO pa3 yHuxaia ee. Bce pebdra B kjacce XOXOTaju, J€p)Kach 3a >KMBOTHI, IS,
Kak MapuHKka «BBIIMCBIBAET KpeHAenn» Ha BULy y Bcex. He cmesuiack Tonbko CoHsl, kKoTOpas
HE CBOJMJIA B3MJIsAJIa CO CBOEH MOAOMBITHON «MyXW»; YUYUTEIIbHULA, KOTOpask UCIIyTraHHO IpbIraja
BOKpyr [llaxuHOM, HE MOHKMMAsL, YTO C HEW NMPOUCXOIUT; U cama MapuHka, KoTopasi 4yTh HE IUla-
KaJia, MOTOMY YTO TeJIO0 OOJIbIIE HE CIYIIANIOCH €€, TOAYMHSACH KaKoi-To HeBeroMoi cuiie. [locty-
YyaB HECKOJIbKO pa3 HayblieM Mo y4eOHuKy U 3actaBuB lllaxuHy Henmeno mompsirarb Ha MeECTE,
YTO BBI3BAJIO B Kjacce emie Ooyblryro BoHy cMmexa, CoHs ycrmokomnack. OHa Jg00MIIach TOTO,
yero xoresna: Haj [laxuHoi cmesics Bech Kiacc. Tenepb el Hagoeno. Pagoctu 310 pa3BiedeHne
OoJbllle HE MPUHOCUIIO, a 33JapOM pa3BieKaTh APYrux oHa He HaHuMasach. CoHsl yOpana pyky
OT y4eOHHKa H, TOJINIePEB LIEKY, C HHTEPECOM YCTaBHIIACh HA KapTy, Oy/ATO TOJIILKO YTO €€ YBUAETIA.

— Mapuna, Mapuna! — B3BOJIHOBAaHHO pa3MaxuBajia pyKaMu YYUTEJbHHIIA, Oeras BOKPYT
[Maxuno#. — Yto ¢ To60#? Kak TbI ce0st uyBcTBYelIb? MOXKET, B MEAIYHKT?

MapuHka HeompeAeNeHHO IIoKadaja TOJIOBOWM, HO YYHMTEJIbHUIA IOHSJIA KHUBOK Tak,
KaK XoTelna, U oTrpaBuia MapuHy K MeACECTpe, YTOO CIacTh ypOK OT OKOHYATENIbHOTO CpPhIBa, —
a TO BAPYT €l CHOBA B3JlyMaeTcs MpbIraTh U MpUTaHLIOBbIBaTh. CeMeHoBa, noapyxka [llaxuHoi,
XOTb U C ONIaCKOM, HO BCE K€ COIVIaCHIIach €€ MPOBOANUTh. OCTOPOKHO, KOCSICh HAa MapuHKY, CIOBHO
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0KU/1ast OT HEE OUEPEIHOTO BHE3AMHOIO TaHIIEBAJIILHOT'O IIPUCTYTa, JIeHa mo1iia cie1oM, 1epKach
Ha 6€301aCHOM pacCcTOSTHUU. J{Beph 32 HUMH 3aKPbUIACh, YUYUTEIBHHLA C 00JIErYeHIEM BBIIOXHYIIA
U IIPOJIOJIKHIIA YPOK.

Becn knaccubiit vac Tamapa [leTpoBHA MOCBATHIIA TOMY, YTO IIEpECaKUBaIA PEOST Ha JPyTHE
MecTa.

— Cons, nepecsab BOT CIOJIa, — OHA, KaK BCET/Ia, MO/1’)KaB MU3HUHEL 110J] O€3bIMSHHBIN MaJjell,
yKazaja pyKoil Ha TPETbIO apTy B CPEIHEM pALY, psiioM ¢ [IuckyHOBBIM.

— 51 6yny cuzaets 31ech, — TBepo ckazana CoHs, 1aKe HE HIEIOXHYBIIUCH.

— Ot0 yTO eue 3a cnopsl? — yauBmiach Tamapa IlerpoBHa. — Hy:kHO XOTh MHOTIa MEHSATH
MECTO, a TO Y T€Os UCIIOPTUTCSI OCaHKa.

— 51 6yny cuzaeth 3aeck, — nosropuia CoHsl, YETKO MPOU3HOCS U pa3eisisi Kax/a10€ CIOBO.

— 51 He moHsa, Tl YTO, B IETCKOM Cajy Haxoaulibcs? UTo 3To 3a Kanpu3sbl Takue?

CoHns ucno1o0bs MOCMOTpENa Ha YUUTENbHHUILY, CKalla KYJIaKH, U BAPYT pa3lajics IPOMKUI
TpPECK. DTO MyCTOH CTyJ, cTOALMI paaoM ¢ [IMCKyHOBBIM, BAPYT pa3ieTescs B MEJIKUE LIETKH.

—Kro 310 cienan?! — ¢ Bo3MyIli€eHHEM U HEKOTOPHIM UCIIYTOM KPUKHYJIA YUUTEIbHUILIA, OIJIs-
JbIBast BCEX CUSAIIMX B KJlacce, CTapasch MoMMarh Ha JIMIE KaKOro-HUOYb yUEHUKA JJOBOJIbHYIO
yxMbUIKy. Ho pebsita u camu ObiT B moke. Bee nmepersiapiBaivck, 6e3pe3ynbTaTHO IBITAsCh OTI0-
3HaTh XynuraHa. [IMCKyHOB MCIyraHHO MOJCKOYMJI U CTOSJ PSAOM C MApTOi, HE peliasch CecTh
obparno. Onna jumb CoHS 3HANA MPUYHHY, HO €€, KaK OOBIYHO, IOJ03PEBAIM MEHBIIE BCETO.
Pa3Be MOXeT TUXOHS BBITBOPATH MOA00HOE?

Jomoii nocne ypokoB CoHs onsTh uia ofHa. OHa yke Hayajla MpUBBIKAaTh K OJIMHOYECTRBY.
XOTh 3TO M HE TaK BECEJIO, 3aTO TOYHO HE BBHI3BIBAET HUKAKHUX JOOPBIX YYBCTB U HAMEPEHU,
OT KOTOPBIX IIOTOM T'0JIOBA PacKajIbIBaeTCs.

JlHeM HEMHOIO MOTEIJIENO, CHET MOATAasA, U JIIOAU PACTONTAIU €ro, CMEIaal C NECKOM,
IPEBpPATUB B I'psA3HYIO Kaily. CerogHsImHuN 1eHb npolen Tak, kak xoresaa CoHsl, HO IOYeMY-TO
Ha Ayuie Obul HEMPUATHBIA ocafok. OHa 3aAyMYMBO 1114, HE BBIOMpasi 1OPOTH, CJIOBHO HE 3aMe-
yasi, 4TO UJET I10 TPA3HOU JKUKE. ..

Beuepom Cons ene noxkaanach, Korjaa HyHO OyaeT uiaru cnarb. OHa Oblla HENPUBBIYHO
MOJTYaJIMBA U 3alyMUrBa U TO U JEJI0 MOV AbIBajIa Ha Yachl, a CTPEJIKH, KaK Ha3J10, €1 IBUTAINCh.
Ecnu panbiie oHa Bcerna THy/a BpeMsi, HaXoJuia /i ce0sl BeuepoM Ba)KHbIE 3aHATUS, KOTOPbIE
HYXKHO OBLITIO BBIMIOJIHUTH UMEHHO TETepb, HE OTKJIAJBIBAS HA 3aBTPAa U 3TUM CAMBIM OTTSTHBAs
BpEMsI OTXOZa KO CHY, TO CETO/IHSI OHAa TOTOBa ObliIa OTHPaBUThCA cHaTh NpsMo ceituac. [Ipasna,
B ILIECTh BEUepa 3TO BbI3BAJIO Obl Kydy BOIIPOCOB. [103TOMY OCTaBanoch TONBKO TEPHEIUBO KAATh.

Kak Tonpko MajeHbKas CTpeiKa 3aMepiia Ha JIeBATKE, a OONbIIas €Ba KOCHYIACh IUQPHI
«aBeHaauarb», COHd TYT ke JEMOHCTPAaTUBHO I'POMKO 3€BHYJA U MOTSAHYJIACh.

— YT0-TO 5 CEroAHs TaK ycTaja... — BAJIbIM FOJI0COM CKa3ajla OHa, — MOMAY-Ka 5 cnarb. Becem
CIIOKOIHOM HOYH, — U, CTapasiCh UJITU HE CIIEIlIa, HO €JIe CAep KUBasi cBoe HeTeprneHue, CoHsl Hanpa-
BUJIACh B CBOIO KOMHATY.

— CniokoiiHO# HOYM, — OTBETUJIN yAUBIIEHHbIE poauTenu. Hukorna ee Takoro He ObL10, 4T00
Cons caMa yxonuia cnarh B I€BATh yacoB. OHM POBOJWIN €€ HETOYMEBAIOIIUM B3IJISIOM, HO UM
U B TOJIOBY HE MOIVIO IIPUNTH, YTO OHA YTO-TO 3ayMaja.
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3axo/s B CBOIO KOMHATY ¥ 3aKpbIBasi 32 c000ii 1Bepb, COHS CiIbIIaia, Kak pOIUTEITN TOBOPSIT
MEXIy co00il 0 OOJBIIOI Harpy3ke B IIKOJIE, O TOM, KaKHe )K€ HECUACTHbIE COBPEMEHHBIE JIETH,
KakK CHJIbHO OHH ycTaroT. COHS yabIOHYIIach — €€ TUIaH cpadoTall.

Tak, uto Teneps?.. Bpsin mu kTo-HUOY/Ab 3aiiIeT B KOMHATY, BeJb OHA YK€ MOKellana BCeM
cniokoiiHoi Houu. Ho a Bapyr? CoHst TOPOTUIMBO pacipaBiia MOCTENb, CIOKUIIA U3 OJESKIbI XOIM
¥, HAKPBIB OJICSUIOM, TIPUMsLIa, IpUaaBas eMy (Gopmy yenoBedeckoro teia. OHa oTonuia K JBepu
Y OLIEHUBAIOLIE IOCMOTpENa Ha cBOoe TBOpeHue. Jla, moxoxe, OyATO B €€ KpoBaTH, HIOBEPHYBILUCH
K CT€HE M HAKPBIBIIKCH C TOJIOBOW ONESIIOM, CITUT 4eioBeK. COHS MPHUCIOHMIACH YXOM K JIBEPH,
NPUCITYIINBAsCh K 3ByKaM. 3aTeM BBIKIIIOUMIIA CBET, MEJICHHO, Ha IIBIITOYKAX IMOJ0IIA K KPOBATH,
B TEMHOTE HalIyIaJia Mojf KpOBaTbi0 KPOCCOBKH, TPUTOTOBICHHBIE 3apaHee, 1, IPHCEB Ha KPaeIIeK
cBoeil mocrenu, nepeoOynack. [lonroroBuBunce, CoHst HA MUHYTY 3aMEUIKaNIach, B3BOJIHOBAHHO
B3JIOXHYJIA, VSIS Ha MTOOJIECKUBAOIIEE B TEMHOTE 3€PKajio, M PEIIUTENFHO CHSUIA C IIEH MEAIbOH.

UYepe3 MrHoBeHHE OHA ObLIa YK€ B KAMEHHOM TPOHHOM 3aJie.

Ceroanst oHa 3apaHee 3Haiua, Kyda xoueT MOMTH. COHS YBEpEHHO IpOLUIAa MO TYHHENIO,
Ha CEKyH/Iy 3aJiepKajach y BBIX0JA, a IOTOM PEIIUTEIHHO, HO OOS3IMBO O3MPAsICh 0 CTOPOHAM,
HanpaBWJIACh TY/a, € CTYIIAJICS TyMaH, HABEPHSKA CKPBIBask KAKYIO-TO TaiHy. BeuHslii moimympak
TOJIBKO JJOOABIIST TAMHCTBEHHOCTH 3TOMY MecTy. [lecuanbie JOpOKKH, HEKOTIIa, HABEPHOE, IIUPO-
KH€ U aKKypaTHbIE, cefiyac MOPOCIA COPHOM TPABOM U IPEBPATUIINCH B y3KHeE Tpornbl. HeBbicOkue
KOPSIBBIC JIEPEBbSA C KyLled OMHOYHOW JTUCTBOM, pacTyIIue Mo 00euM CTOpOHaM JTIOPOXKKH, CO3/1a-
BaJIM Hekoe noaobue anseu. [loBcroay jexanu BalyHbl pa3HbIX pasmepoB. M HU enuHOrO 1LiBE-
TouKa. J{axke Kakoro-HuOyIb MaJIFOCEHBKOTO, HEB3payHOTO 1BeTOuKa! CopHas TpaBa U Ta HE IBeJIA.
Koneuno! Ecnmu mocTossHHO TeMHO, pa3Be paciBeTeT 4To-HuOynb? [loxoxke, 4yTo B 3THX MecTax
OOBIYHAS 3€JICHb B AC(PHUIIUTE, YTO YK TOBOPHUTH MPO IIBETHI.

Cons yxoauia Bce Janbliie, U3peika OnisIbIBasCh Ha3ad, YTOO YBUIETh 3aMOK U He 3a0iy-
TTATHCSL.

Boxkpyr 6b110 THXO. [ITHIIBI HE YMpUKaIH, BETEP HE IITyMeJ JINCTBOM, M HE BEPHIIOCH, UTO TJIe-
TO 3/1€Ch, B 3TOW TUIIHMHE, KHUBET CTpamHoe yynuiie. Hecmorpst Ha onacHOCTh, COHsI 4yBCTBOBaIA
ce0s JIETKO U CIIOKOMHO, KaK Oy/lTO HaXOAWIach B AaBHO 3HaKOMOM Mecte. OHa yBIIEKJIaCh U3Y-
YeHWEM MECTHOCTH M HE 3aMeTHJIa, KaK C3aJy BIaJIEKe eBa CIBIIIHO 3aTpeniaiy BeTKH. JIumb
xorna CoHsl B 0uepeJHON pa3 OISIHY/Iach Ha3ald, 4To0 MOCMOTPETh, AAJIEKO JIU OHA YIILIa OT 3aMKa,
OHa C y’KacoM 3aMeTHJIa, KaK CKBO3b JIEPEBbs K HEW, KPaJyunuch, IPUOIIKACTCS TO CaMOe 9yJI0-
Buiie. OHO He prIYao, MPOOUPAsCH COBCEM THXO, B OBUIO yke oueHb 0nn3ko. COHS pe3Ko BBICTaA-
BWJIA BIIEPE] PYKH, IBITASICh 3AIIUTUTH CeOsl IPU IMOMOIIM Maruu, HO TYT K€ BCIIOMHHJIA, YTO €€
Marusi 6eccuiibHa IPOTUB TOro uyaniia. CoHs B OTYAsTHUY CKasla KyJaKH v 3aKycuiia ryoy. Mckarp
CTaceHusl B 3aMKe ObIJI0 OECII0NIE3HO, TIOTOMY YTO ITyTh K HEMY ObLI Iperpak/ieH, 1 oHa Opocuiach
Oexarp, cama He 3Has Ky/la, — B HSM3BECTHOCTb, B TYMaH, JIUIIb ObI MOAAJIBIIIE OT CTPAITHOTO Ty/I0-
BUIIIA, JTUIIH ObI criacTrch. Cripsitathsest! [la, Hy)KHO CIIPSITaThCsl M IEPEKAATH, TIOKA TYIUILE YHICT.
Omna Oexaina, TO U JeJI0 OIVISIbIBAsICh Ha3al, a YyAUIIe CTAHOBUIIOCH Bee Onmke u Onmmxke. OT ero
TSDKEJIBIX IIaroB, Ka3ajlioCh, COTPSICACTCS 3eMJISl U TOJNPHITUBAIOT KaMHU. OHO YK€ IOYTH JJOTHAIIO
CoHro, 1 OHa Ja)ke OTYETIIMBO YBHJEIA €r0 NEPEKOIICHHOE JIUIIO0, 3aBEIICHHOE JJTMHHBIMH, CITy-
TAaHHBIMH JIOXMaMH, ¥ TOpSIIUe THEBOM 1a3a. Bapyr Const 3amHymnacek u KybapeM roserena Ky/a-
TO BHM3, 00/IMpasich 00 BETKH, yaapssichk 00 kamHu. OHa He BHJIENa, KAK CTPAITHBIN BEJTUKAH MPbIT-
HYJI ¥ TPY3HO MPU3EMIIHIICS COBCEM PSIIOM C HEH, CHIIBHO TPSIXHYB 3EMITIO.

Cons nmomopumiack OT 00IM U HEBOJIBHO 3acToHasa. OHa MOMNbITaNach BCTAaTh U O€KaTh
Jlanbliie, HO TYT JK€ pyXHyJa 0OpaTHO M CHOBA 3aCTOHAJIA: HA HOTY HEBO3MOXHO ObLIO CTYIHTb,
HaBepHoe, CoHsl moaBepHyna ee, korna ynaaa. OHa MeJIbKOM B3IVIIHYJa Ha Yy/IOBUILE: YIUBU-
TEJIbHO, HO CTPALIMIIUIIE HE HAOPOCUIIOCH Ha HEE CPasy, OHO IIPOCTO CTOSIIO PSIIOM U C UHTEPECOM,
CKJIOHHMB POTaTYyIO TOJIOBY HA0OK, HAOIOaI0 32 HeJIOBKUMH COHMHBIMU TIOMTBITKAMH BCTATh U yOe-
xarb. COHS TONOJ3IIA, YIHPAsCh PyKaMH, XBaTasiCh 32 TPaBy W OTTAJIKHUBASCH 37I0POBON HOTOM.
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A cTpaHHOE YyJIOBHILE MEJIEHHO MEPEABUrajioch psAaoM, HE CBOAs ¢ Hee B3misiaa. [lorom oHO
npucesno Bo3ine CoHM, CUIBHO MPHKAJIO €€ OJHOW PyKOH K 3emiie, TaK 4TO OHa HE CMOIJIA C/IBU-
HYTBCS C MECTa, HAKIIOHIJIOCH M TIOHIOXAJIO €€ BOJIOCHI, TPOMKO coTIsl U (hbIpKasi. COHsI U130 BCEX CHUII
3aKMYpUIIach, CTapasich HE CMOTPETH Ha CTpalliHyto MopAy. OHa 4yBCTBOBaJIa MOILIHBIH IOTOK BO3-
JlyXa U3 €ro OrPOMHBIX HO3/PEN, OT KOTOPOTO €€ BOJIOCHI Pa3BEBAINCh, KaK OT BeTpa. Ero juinHHas
YeJIka MEKOTHO KOCHYJIach ee aula, 1 COHsl COAPOrHynach OT OMEp3€HHs. 3aTe€M OHO TOMEAJINIIO,
CJIOBHO B pa3yMbsX, U BTOPOU pyKOH, BCETO JIUIIb AByMs abliaMu, cxBaTuio CoHro 3a O0JIbHYIO
CTYIHIO U JiepHYyJI0. COHSL HE ycrelna Ja)e MOHATh, YTO MPOUCXOAUT: B HOTE€ YTO-TO ILEIKHYJIO,
OT BHE3aITHOW pe3Koi 00JiM OHa KPUKHYJIA, MEJIBKOM IIPOHECIAch MBICIb, YTO YYy/IOBUIIE HAYaI0
pas3pbIBaTh €€ Ha yacTH. 1 oHa morepsiia co3HaHuUE. ..

CkBo3p nyTtatouirecs: Mpiciii CoHsI IbITanach MOHATh, YTO MpoucxonuT. UyBcTBa mocre-
IIEHHO BO3BPALIAJIUCh K HEH, a BMECTE C HUMU U 00J1b 0T najieHust. He oTKpbIBas 11a3, OHa 4yBCTBO-
Baja, 4TO JIEKUT, IPUYEM JOBOJIBHO-TAKU YIOOHO U MEPHO PacKauyMBaeTCsl, CIIOBHO B KOJIbIOEIN
wiu B ramake. Ho oTkyna 3aeck ramak? CoHsl 4y Th-uyTh IPUOTKPBLIA [V1a3a U €/1Ba ClIepKalia KpUK,
IIOTOMY YTO KOILIMap MPOJOJHKAJICS: UyJOBHILE HECIIO €€ Ha PyKaxX, Jepa aKKypaTHO, HO KPEIKO.
«IIonec B cBOtO Oepiory, YT0O HUKTO HE MeLlall EMy COXpaThb MEH», — OOPEUEHHO MoIymMala
CoHs 1 moCMOTpeIa Ha CBOIO HOT'Y, O’KUasi yBUJIETh TaM 00II0JaHHbIN OrphI30K. Kak HU cTpaHHO,
Hora Obia Ha Mecte. CoHst MonpoOoBaja MOTUXOHBKY MOLIEBEIUTh CTYITHEH — O0JIbHO, KOHEYHO,
HO TepnuMo. TeM BpeMeHeM BEJUMKaH OCTAaHOBUJICS, OCTOPOXKHO Monoxuil COHIO, KOTOpasi, Ipu-
TBOPHUBILUCH, CHOBA 3aKphbljia IJ1a3a, Ha TPaBy, a caM CEJl psAJOM, [OBEPHYBIIUCH K HEM CIIMHOM.
CoHS TOJIBKO-TOJIBKO IPUITIOIHSAIACH, PELIUB IOTUXOHBKY YIpaTh, BOCIIOJIB30BAaBIIUCH TEM, YTO OH
Ha Hee HE CMOTPUT, KaK OH TYT e noBepHyscs. OHa ypoHHIIA FOJIOBY M OMSTh NPUKpbLIA [V1a3a,
HOJIIIAIbIBAS 32 UYUIIEM CKBO3b PECHHULIBI: OHO UTO-TO ycepaHo xkeBaso. Cepaue CoHH 3aK0i0-
THIIOCH ObIcTpee. «Ceiuac M MeHsI COKpeT!..» — mogyMaia oHa. Benukan Moirga B3su1 ee 3a 00Jb-
HYI0 HOTY CBOEH OTPOMHOM PYYHILEH, a BTOPOH PYKOM CHSUI KPOCCOBKY.

— Aaa!!! He Tporaii mens!! — 3akpuyana Cos.

CH0)XKHO TIPUTBOPSATHCS, YTO THI JICKHUIIL Oe3 CO3HAHUS, KOraa TeOs cOOMparoTCs ChECTb.
CoHsl B OTYasTHUW HaYaja qpbIraTbCs, TMHATHh BEIMKAaHA CBOOOIHOM HOTOM 10 OTPOMHON pydHIIIe,
9T00 BBIPBATHCSA. A €My, IMOXOXKE, ObIJIO BCE paBHO, M 3T COHHMHBI MMHKHU JIJIsl HETO BCE PABHO,
YTO JIEpraHbs MyXH, KOTa JEPKUIIb €€ 3a KpbUlbsi. OH BBIILTIOHYJ KaKyl0-TO pa3KEeBaHHYIO 3€Je-
HYI0 Maccy npsMo Ha 0ocyio Hory COHHM U CTapaTelibHO pa3Ma3ajl €€ CBOUM TOJICTHIM HaJIbLIEM,
He oOpalliasi BHUMaHus Ha IpoTecThl U BOIuIH. [loToM, He BhilTyckas n3BuBarolytocs COHIO U3 PyK,
JOTSHYJICS O OTPOMHOTO JIOITyXa U JIOBKO OOMOTaI UM €€ OOJIbHYIO HOTY.

— Byznews apeiratbest, NpUBSKY K JEPEBY, — TPO3HO MPEAYNPEANT BEIMKAH HU3KUM ropTaH-
HBIM FOJIOCOM U ITOKa3aj Ha MaKyIlIKy BBICOKOTO JI€peBa.

Cons noueMy-To cpaszy eMy MOBepuiia. YCIbIIIaTh OT HETO YEJIOBEUYECKYIO PeUb — yKe ObLIO
YIAUBUTENBHO. A TBEpAbIH, YBEPEHHBIN TOH MOT yOoeauTh Koro yrogHo. CoHsl IpUTUXJIA, TOTOMY
YTO €l He OYEHB-TO XOTEJIOCH OONTATHCS MPUBSI3aHHON TaM, HaBepXy. BenkaH MOTUXOHBKY, MEI-
JIEHHO OTITyCTHUJI €€, IpOoBepsisl, OyJeT JIu OHa Aeprarbes, U, yoeauBmuck, uto CoHsl yCIIoKouIach,
OKOHYATEJIbHO YOpas OT Hee PYKH.

Onepiucy COUHON Ha CTBOJI IEPEBA, OHA UCIIOATI00bs CMOTpEa TO Ha BEJIMKaHa, TO Ha CBOIO
3aMOTaHHYIO HOTY W pasmbliuisuia. [loxoxe, oH He cobupancs ee cbecTh. [loxoke, OH maxe
nBITAICA TIOMOYb €. Bipyr Bemmkan yxBatmi ceOst 3a pora W, MOTSHYB, CHaI ux — CoHs
OT HEOXXMIAHHOCTH BhITapaiuia rina3a. Oka3pIBaeTcsi, 3TO BCETO JIUIIb OBUT pOTaThIi IIIJIEM, a TTOJT
HUM — JUIMHHbIE 3aIlyTaHHbIE BOJIOCHI LIBETA 3albUICHHON Menu. Benukan mojaoxuwi nuieM psaoM
Ha TpaBy M IOYECaJ TOJIOBY, B3bEPOIINB U 0€3 TOro JoxMarbie Bosochl. COHSl YKpaJKO#i paccMar-
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puBana ero. JIuio Benrkana ObIJI0 TEMHOTO 3€JIEHOBATO-KOPUYHEBOTO 11BeTa. KpymHbIN MITUPOKUit
HOC, OOJIBLIION POT C HEBBIPA3UTENbHBIMU IyOamu. J{JTMHHbBIE MPSAM YETIKU MOCTOSHHO CBEIINBA-
JHMCh HA TJIa3a, U OH TO M JIEJO OTKHBIBAJ WX Haszaa. Bech ero oOmuK Ol OBl HE CTOJB MyTaro-
MM, €CJIM OBl HE Y>KAaCHbIE LIPaMbl, HCKaXaIOII1E BBIPAKEHHUE €T0 JINLA, IEIAI0IIEro ero MacKon
MoOHcTpa. Bapyr Benukan npsimo nocMotpen Ha CoHIo, UX B3IVISAbl HA MTHOBEHHUE BCTPETHIINCH,
1 CoHs1, HEJIOBKO 3aMSBIIHUCH, TYT € OTBEJA CBOM.

— He Goiics, s He mpuunHIo TeOe Bpena, — CKa3all BEJIMKaH, OBICTPO OTBOPAYHBASICH, CIOBHO
CTECHSSICh CBOETO YPOJIMBOTO JIUILIA.

CoHs HEeTOBEPYHMBO MTOKOCUIIACh HAa HETO, HO BCE K€ PELINIACh CIIPOCUTH!

— Kto 161? UTO T€OGE OT MEHs HYXHO?

— S cTpax, oXpaHsI0 3TO MECTO M CJIEXKY 3a MOPSIKOM, — IIOKOPHO OTBETUJ BEIHMKaH. —
S nymai, 4To Thl Yyy’Kauka, ¥ IOTOMY MOTHAJCS 3a ToOoM Torna. Ho Teneps By — Thl CBOSI.

— Kak 310 — cBOs1? — He noHs1a CoHsl.

— ThI 2xe BegbMa U3 Mupa TeMHbIX cuil. [IpocTH, 4TO HE cpa3y 3TO MOUYyBCTBOBAJ, MHE UTO-
TO momemano... — OH CHOBA MOBEPHYJICS U NMPUHIOXAJICS, BHITSHYB IOJIOBY B €€ CTOpoHy. CoHs
Ope3nuBO OTOABUHYNACH, @ CTPAX B35J €€ 32 PYKY, BHUMATEIbHO IOCMOTpPEI Ha KOJIBLIO Ha €e
nanblie U nponoykui: — HaBepHoe, 3T0 n3-3a Maronura... Ilouemy Tbl ero Hocumib?

— Koro? — Const ocBo60aMIIa CBOIO PYKY M3 OTPOMHBIX JIAMTUII] CTPpa)ka U Ha BCAKHUM Ciydait
yOpana ee 3a CIuHY.

— Maronur.

— Kaxkoit maraut? — He nonsuta Consi. — He Homry st HUKakoro Mmarauta! 1o 00bI9HOE KOJIBIIO.
W HM Karam OHO HE MarHUTHOE.

— Hy-ka, nokaxu!..

— Tonbko He Tporaii! — cTporo npeaynpenuna CoHsl M HEXOTSI IPOTAHYA PYKY.

Benukan HekoTOpoe BpeMsl, MPUITYPHUBIIMCH, TPUCTAIBHO PacCMAaTPUBaJl TOHKOE KOJIEYKO
Ha ee najible.

— OT0 TOUYHO MAaroHuT! — cjienan oH BbIBOA. — BOT TObKO 3aueM Thl ero Hocullb? Benpb 310
JIOBYIILIKA JUIS T€X, KTO BJIaJ€ET Marnyeckou cuioi. JIxo0oil 1eMOH 3HAET ATO C POKACHHUS.

— Jla?.. — CoHsl mpoKpyTHJIa KOJIbLIO Ha Majblle, pacCMaTpUBasl U3BUBAIOLIYIOCS 3MEUKY
Ha HeM. — W kak oHo neiictByeT? [loueMy OHO MEHs HE OWMAaJIo B JOBYILKY?

— [loTOMy 4TO MaroHUT MOKET cpabOTaTh TOJIBKO B pyKax OOBIYHOTO YEJIOBEKA, a B TBOUX
pYKax KOJbIO HE UMEET CUJIBI.

«Tak Bot mouemy Maprapura TUXOHOBHA HE MOIJIa IOHATH €TI0 CBOWCTB M lyMaJla, YTO OHO
o0bryHOE... OHa e BeabMa, a 3HAYMUT, KOJBIO B €€ pyKax He padoraino...» — nogymana CoHs,
a BCIyX CKasaja:

— A TbI, CTyyaiiHO, HE 3HACIIh, KaK UM I10JIb30BaTHCS?

—Ilo nerenae, KOJIbIO CTAHOBUTCS JIOBYILIKOM, KOT/Ia IEMOH MPOHJIET CKBO3b Hero. S ayman,
YTO KOJIBLIO JOJDKHO OBITh TMTAHTCKUM, U Y’ HHUKaK He JUIsl TAKOTO TOHEHBKOTO majipuuka. Benp
BCE€ JIEMOHBI ero 0osTcsi! A OHO, OKa3bIBAETCA, OIACHO TOJBKO JUIsl KPOXOTHBIX JKy4KOB! S Takux
MaJICHBKUX JIEMOHOB JIaXKe HE BUJIEII, — YCMEXHYJICSI OH, CKPHBHB Ty CTOPOHY PTa, KOTOpas He ObLia
TPOHYTA Y>KACHBIM LLIPAMOM.

— Hy u nagHo torma... — 3agymunBo cka3zana CoHsl, — pa3 OHO BCE paBHO B MOHMX pyKax
He paboraerT... Kak, Tbl TOBOpUIIIb, €T0 30BYT?

— MaroHur.

— XM, MaroHur... — Tuxo nosropuia CoHsi, M Ha KonbLlo. — Bee jxe HyKHO OBITh ¢ HUM

MOaKKyparHee. .. a TO MaJjo JH...
Ona mepeBena B3I Ha BenmkaHa. OH ObLI, KOHEYHO, OYCHb CTPAIIHBINA: OTPOMHBIH,
C 3THIMH €TO B3bEPOIICHHBIMH BOJIOCAMH M ITyOOKMMH MIpaMaMu, UCKaKAOIIUMHU JuIlo. [la ere
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pora... BCe e XOpollo, 4To oH ux cHsl. Ho, HecMoTpst Ha Bce 310, CoHsl, yAUBIISASICH caMoii cebe,
4yBCTBOBaja K HEMY JOBEpPHUE U JAKE CUMIIATUIO.
— Kak 1e0s1 30ByT? — BAPYT CIPOCHUII CTPAK.

— Co... — CoHs 3amHynach, BCIOMHUB, YTO B TIOJJOOHBIX CTPAHHBIX MECTAX €€ Ha3bIBAIOT I10-
ocobeHHOMY, U cka3ana: — Codu.
— CrpanHo, 4to Tebe ynanoch yuenerb, Copu... — cKkazan BeJIWKaH, C MOJ03PCHUEM TIISIs

Ha Hee.

— Yro T uMeewb B BuAY? Thl e caM cKa3all, YTO KOJIbLIO B pyKaX BEJIbMbI HE JE€HCTBYET,
a Teneph YIAUBISACIIbCS.

— S1 He 06 »Tom. I'on Hazan Bee sxutenu LlapcTBa ThMBI Mpomnani. .. HUKTO HE BBDKHII, KPOME
MeHs. .. TouHee, s Aymal, 4To OCTaJICsl COBCEM OJIMH, a TYT BAPYT THI...

— S1 u3 mpyroro mupa. ['ox Hazax MeHs 3nechk He ObUT0. S Make He 3HaIa 00 ATOM MecTe.

— W13 apyroro mupa? — ynuBuics crpax. — A Kak Thl Crojia nomnasua?

CoHns xoTena y»xe OTBETUTb, HO 0CEKJIaCh, BCIIOMHMB, UTO IIPOXOJ] YePE3 3€PKaIo — ITO BEJIU-
Kas TaliHa, a HUYEro JAPYyroro e B rojIoBY HE MIPUXOINIIO.

— Thl mpomia CKBO3b 3€pKajno? — CIOBHO MPOYUTAB €€ MBICIH, OCTOPOXKHO, MPULIYILINB
roJIoC, CIIPOCHUIT CTPaK.

— Mmm... na, — kuBHyna COHsl, HECKOJIBKO YIMBJIEHHAs OCBEIOMIIEHHOCTBIO BEIMKaHA.

Crpax mpUCTaIbHO TOCMOTPEN Ha Hee, KaK Obl MPULIEHUBASCh.

— Taxk Tb1 XpaHUTENBHULIA, YTO JIU? — YAUBICHHO BOCKIMKHYJI OH MOCJIE HEKOTOPOM may3bl. —
Tonbko y XpaHHUTeENEH €CTh KJIH0Y, TOJIBKO OHU MOTYT MPOXOJIUTh YE€pPE3 3€pKao.

— Hy na, kak-To Tak sl 1 Ha3bIBAIOCh, — 3aCTEHYMBO yIbIOHYNach COHS.

— Huuero cebe! — Ot BocTOpra crpax gaxe MoACKouni. — S BIepBbie BUKY KUBOTO Xpa-
HUTES!

— Tak uyT0 370 32 MecTO? — cripocuiia CoHsl, 9yBCTBYS €05l HEJIOBKO OT €r0 BOCXHUIIEHHOTO
BHUMAaHHUSI.

— 2710 LapctBo Tembl. Thl 31€CH B 6€30MaCHOCTH, CHJIaM J100pa Cioia He IPOUTH, S CTPOTO
ciexy 3a3TuM... Hy Hano xe! S Teneps 3HaKOM C HacTOsIIIEeH XpaHUTEIbHUIICH! — HUKAK HE YHH-
MaJics CTpakK.

— IlomyuaeTtcsi, Tbl OIMH 37€Ch )KUBEILb?

— Ceituac na... Iloiinem, s Tebe YTO-TO MOKaxy, — OH C TAMHCTBEHHBIM BHUJOM MOCMOT-
pen Ha CoHro, Hanenmu1 ce0e Ha TOJOBY POTAThI MIJIEM, JIETKO MOJXBAaTHII €€ Ha PyKH U IOIIEN
10 HaIIPABJICHUIO K 3aMKY.

OH Hec ee 04eHb aKKypaTHO, HEXKHO, JIep>Ka Ha PACKPBITHIX JIAJIOHAX, CIIOBHO 00sICh HaBpe-
muth eil. I Cone ObUIO Ha yIMBIEHUE CIOKOMHO B pyKaX TOTO, KOO OHA €€ HECKOJIbKO MUHYT
Ha3aJ| MaHUYECKU 0os1ach.

Ceiiuac, mocie ux pa3roBopa, BeJIMKaH y>Ke He Ka3aJcs el TakuM cTpaiiHbiM. COHs NOHsIA,
YTO OH HE NMPUYMHUT 371a. Bo BesikoM citydae, e He MpuuUHUAT. OHA JOBEPUMBO MPUKAIACh K €T0
OTPOMHBIM pyKaM ¥ CMOTpeJia Ha JJOPOTY, a €€ JUIMHHBIE PACITYIIEHHbIE BOJIOCHI KOJIBIXAIUCh U pa3-
BEBAJIMCh B TAKT OOJIBIINM, TSDKEJIBIM IIaraM BEJIMKAHA.

VY BXoJia B TYHHEJIb CTPaX CUILHO MPUTHYIICS, TocTaBmil COHIO Ha 3eMJIIO U, 3aMeJJIUB 1A,
npobpasicst BHyTpb. «I[OHATHO Teneps, IOYeMy OH HE CMOT TOT/Ia JIOTHATh MEHsI B 9TOM TyHHeIle, —
noxymana CoHs, KOT/a, IpuXpambIBasi, MOIUIA 32 HAM, — €MY 37€Ch ITPOCTO TECHO M HEYJOOHOY.

OHu nponuM Mo KOpUJIOpY MHUMO 3alia, NOJHSUIUCH IO JIECTHULIE U OCTAHOBWJIUCH HEPE]
TepBO IBEPbI0, 3a KOTOpoil — COHS yXKe 9TO 3HaIa — HAXOJATCSA MaJeHbKHE MIKaTylnoYKu. CTpax,
COTHYBILIKCH B TPU NIOTUOEIH, JIETKO TOJKHYI JIBEPh U OCTaHOBUJICS, npomyckas CoHto. OH fgaxe
pu OOJIBIIIOM YKEeJITAHUH HE CMOT OBl 3aiTH B 3Ty KOMHATY, HO €r0 OTPOMHBIE PYKH JIETKO JTOCTABaJIH
710 CTOJA.
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— Bot, mocMoTtpu, — cka3asl OH, NOKa3bIBasi B3ISJIOM B CTOPOHY KOMHAThl, — 3TO YKUTENU
[MapcTBa TeMBlI... Te, KOTOPBIX MHE yaJI0Ch HAUTH. . .

—Yro xe ¢ HuMU cTano? — cupocusia CoHsl, HE 3aX0/Is1 B KOMHATY.

— Panpiie 3neck ObIIO MHOTO JKUTENEH, HO BEAbMA M3 MHUpa JIIOACH HaJIOKWUIIA 3aKJIATHE
Ha OJTHY TaKYIO IIKaTYJIOUKY, 1 OHO KaKMM-TO 00pa30M paclpoCTpaHUIOCh Ha BceX. Tenepb TONbKO
KOPOJIb MOJKET CHSATH 3aKysTHE ¢ oourtateneit Temuoro LlapcTBa, HO KOpOJIst y HAC HET yxKe OOJbIIe
TBICSIYM JIET, IO3TOMY MPUIETCSI MHE BEYHO CHJIETh 37IECH OHOMY.

Cons cMoTpena Ha cTpaka, BCIOMHUHAs, KaK 4yTh OOJblIE rojia Ha3aJl €l MpUIUIoCh cpa-
3UThCS C JIEMOHOM 3upxoi, a Maprapura TUXOHOBHA HaJOXMJIa TOTJa HA €ro MIKAaTyJIKy Kakoe-
TO 3aKJIATHE.

OTOT cTpaxk CTOsUT ceyac Takol I'PYCTHBIM, TaKOil HECUACTHBIA U OIMHOKUH, 4TO €i cTalio
HECTEPIIUMO KAJIKO €ro. JTO K MOAyMaTb TOJIBKO: OH, TaKOM OTPOMHBIM, BBIUCKHMBAJ IJE-TO
B TYMaHE 3TU KPOXOTHBIE HIKATYJI0YKHU, KOTOPbIE €r0 OONBIIYIIUMU PyKaMU U B3SITh-TO HEYA0OHO,
Y IIPUHOCHJI UX BCE CIOZla — B OJJHO MECTO, YTOO OHU HE 3aTEPSUIUCH.

— A e TBog mikarynaouka? — cupocuia CoHs.

— VY meHd ee HeT. Beap 3T MIKaTylaKW NPEeBpaAlalOTCA B AOMaA JJIsl AEMOHOB. Sl — cTpax,
y MEHs HET CBOETO J0Ma.

— He pacctpauBaiics, npueT HOBbIH KOPOJIb U OCBOOOANT BCeX, — ckazana CoHsl, 4To0 cTpak
XOTb KaK-TO MPUOOOIPHIICS.

— Jla... BOT TonBpKO HE Oyz1eT HOBOTO KOPOJIS... — TPYCTHO CKa3aj OH.

— Ilouemy?

— IToroMy 4TO TOJIBKO HACIEAHUK MOXKET OBITH KOPOJIEM. DTO HE POCTO 3BaHUE — ITO MHC-
cusi, KoTopast nepenaercs ¢ poxxaenueM. Kopons TeMbl yMep, HE OCTaBUB HACJIEIHHUKA. . .

— Jla... rpycTHO... — mpobopmorana CoHsl.

E#t He O6wu10 *Kanb 3moaeeB. Ho et ObU10 *anb 3TOro OEIHOTO CTpa)ka, KOTOPBIM Teneph
BBIHYK/IEH BEYHO CKMUTaThCsi B onuHouyecTBe. COHsS pa3BepHyJach M, NMpUXpaMblBasi, MOILIA
obpatHo. Ctpax HampaBuics 3a Heil. CoHsl HE 3Haa, O YeM €Ile MOXXHO TOBOPHUTH MOCTE TaKOH
neyajgbHONW MCTOPUH, U UyBCTBOBAJIA C€0s1 HEJIOBKO OT TOTO, YTO OHA HEBOJIBHO CTasla MPUYMHON
ero oguHovecTBa. Emte Ooee HEMOBKO OBLIO OT TOTO, YTO €i ceifuac Hy»KHO OBIJIO YXOIHUTb JIOMOA.

— MHe nopa... — THXO CKa3ajia OHa, CTOS BO3JIe OOJIBIION IBEPH MyCTBIHHOTO 3aJ1a.

— Vxe? — ¢ TpeBOroi MPOU3HEC CTPAK.

—MHe Hy>XHO B MO MUp, — CIIOBHO OIpaB/IbIBasiCh, C BAHOBATOM YyibIOKOH npon3Heciaa CoHsl.

— Ho 151 enie BepHembes?

— Jla, s o0s3arenbHO MpUy, — yBepeHHO oTBeTmiia COHS M NMPHUKOCHYJAch PYKOH K €ro
JaJI0HH, TENEpPhb yke 0e3 yxKaca U OMEP3ECHHUS.

Crpax nmomor et 1oitu 1o 3epkana. [lomymars Tonsko! CoHst coBceM He 00siyiach TOTO, KOTO
€I1le COBCEM HEJaBHO CUMTaja CaMbIM CTPAIIHBIM CYIIECTBOM U3 BCEX BO3MOXKHbBIX. OHA MpUIIO-
KWJIa MEAJIbOH K paMe M Mpolilia CKBO3b 3€pKaJlo, IOMaxaB Ha MPOIAHUE CTPAXKY PYKOM.

Okxka3zaBiuck B cBoeil koMHate, CoHs JoXpoMara 10 KpoBaTy U yCTallo IUIIOXHYJIach Ha HEe.
B nome Bce 6b110 THXO U crioKoWHO. [Toxoxe, ee 0TCyTCTBHSI HUKTO He 3ameTiil. OHa aKKypaTHO
yOpajia ¢ HOrt 3eJI€HYI0 MOBSA3KY M, CMOPUIUBIINCH, OCTOPOKHO IOIPOOOBaja MOMIEBENUTh CTYII-
Hell, 0uaasi Ho4yBCTBOBaTh 001b. U yauBieHHO XMbIKHYa. JIEKapCTBO CTpaXka Ha caMoM Jielie
ObL10 04eHb A((HEKTUBHOE: €11 peanbHO CTAJIOo Jdyyllle, Hora Oosblie He 6onena. CoHsl OTSIHYJIAaCh
70 TenedoHa U IMOCMOTpesa Bpems — JiBa Jaca 0e3 yerBepTH. OCTanoch crarh BCETO HECKOJIBKO
gacoB! OHa OBICTPO paznenack U, pa3o0paB MYISDK CILIIETO YEJIOBEKa, JISra B MOCTENb. [sas
KyJa-To B TeMHOTY, COHsI 3alyMYUBO YJbIOHYyIach. DTO ObUIO UyAECHOE MPUKIIOUEHHE! ..
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— Comsi, TBI coOMpaenbcs CETOAHS B MIKOTy? — Mama cripamniiBajia HaCTOHYMBO, YK€ HE B
IIEPBBIN pa3 3a yTpo.

— Cobwuparoch... — Bsano orBetmwia CoHS, a caMa HHMKAaK HE MOIJIA TOIHSTH TOJIOBY
OT MOAYIIKH. BOT 4TO 3HAUMT — HE CHATh TOJHOYH.

Haxkoner oHa BcTajna v ¢ 3aKpBITHIMHU TJIa3aMH TMOIJIENIACh B BAHHYIO. YMBIBIIUCH, OHA MPO-
rHajla OCTaTKU CHa M Molljia coouparbest B mkony. OHa cHOBa ofienach Bo Bce uepHoe. Jpyrux
L[BETOB JUIsl HEE CJIOBHO OOJbllie HE cyliecTBOBan0. OcTanoch TOJIBKO pacyecaTh BOiochl. CoHs
B3s1J1a pacuecKy U, HOJAXO/s K 3epKally, HeHassHHO HacTyTHJIa Ha KPOCCOBKY, BaJISIFOILYIOCS OCPENN
koMHaTbl. C yIMBICHHEM [TOCMOTpENAa Ha Hee, Kak OyATO yBHJENa B MEPBBIA pa3, U OMIAfeNach
BOKpYT B noucke napsl. CoHsi o01apusia Bce MoJ KpoBaThlo, MO/ CTOJIOM, BO BCEX yIVIaX — HUITIE
BTOPO KPOCCOBKH HE OBLIO.

— Haramka! — npuOTKpbIB JBepb, OHa KpUKHYJIa B CTOpoHY HarammHOW KOMHaThl. —
TbI HE BUEIA MOIO KPOCCOBKY?

— He Bunena, — orsetmina Harama, — cama paz0OpachiBaeiilb UX BE3JIE.

— Huuero s He pa3z6paceiBato! Buepa onu 00e 31ech ObLIM, 1 TOYHO TOMHIO.

— 3HauuT, ¥ ceromHs TaM cTosAT. He Tporamna st TBOM KpOCCOBKH!

— JleBOUKH, HE CCOpBTECh, — BCTyIHJIA Mama B uX mepenaiky, — CoHs, U mpaBna, 3auemM
Hararme TBOSI KpoccoBka, Tem Oosiee onHa?

— He 3Hato, — pe3ko orBetuna CoHsl, — MOXKET, OHa CIELUAJIbHO €€ CIIpsITala.

— Ouenb HazO, — OypkHyna Haramra, — MHE 4TO, 3aHATHCS OOJIbIIE HEYEM?

—V 1ebst ceromnst pu3KyapTYypa? — CIIpocHiIa Mama.

— Her, — paznpaxkenHo orBetusa CoHsl, CBEpIIsl B3IISAJOM CECTPY.

— Hy BOT npujenis u3 MKoJIbl U Hailielb CBOIO KPOCCOBKY. Uero ceifuac-To BpeMs TEpSTh?
Bcenomuu, rae Tel Bujena ee B oCieIHUN pas, — cKa3aia Mama.

CoHst HUUEro HE OTBETUIIA, CO 3JIOCTHIO 3aXJIOMHYIA IBEPb, 3aILBBIPHYJIA KPOCCOBKY B yIoj
¥, HEPBHO C)KaB KyJIaKH, PUHSIIACH OPOANUTH IO KOMHATE, CTapasiCh CIIPABUTHCS CO CBOMMHM YYB-
CTBaMHU.

— Kakas xe ona Bce-taku!.. — Bopyasia CoHst. — CThIpHIIa KPOCCOBKY U IPUTBOPSIETCS 100-
penbkoil. Hy, moromu! S U3 mkombl paHblie MPUXOXKY, MPOBEPIO y TeOsl B KOMHATE, Ky/la Thl ee
copsTana. Yk s Torga tede ycTporo!.. S ke TOUHO OMHIO, UTO BUEpa BEUYEPOM MOJI0KUIA 00YyBb
0]l KpOBaTh, MOTOMY 4TO coOupanack... B... LlapcTtBo TbMbl... — OHa mocMoTpena Ha 3epKajio
¥ BIPYT BCE BCTIOMHUIIA.

CoHs MPHUKpBLIA POT PYKOH B paCTEPSTHHO OIYCTHIIACh Ha KpoBaTh. OHa BCIIOMHMIIA, YUTO MO~
BEpHYJIa HOTY, a CTPak CHSJI C HE€ KPOCCOBKY M 3aMOTaJl KAKUMHU-TO Jonyxamu. [Tomyuaercs, kpoc-
COBKa TakK W ocrajach Tam, B LlapctBe TeMbl. A O0Nb B HOTE BEAb COBCEM IPOILIA, KaK OyaTO
HU4Yero u He 0p110. COHS yAMBICHHO XMBIKHYIA. [109TOMY-TO OHa 1 103a0bl1a CBOE HOYHOE MPH-
KJIIOYEHHUE, CJIOBHO 3TO OBbLIT BCETO JUIIb COH. BOCIOMUHAHUS YTUXOMUPUIIM €€ PacTyLIyIO arpec-
CHIO, U, YCTIOKOUBIIHCH, COHS BBINLIA U3 KOMHATHI.

— Hy, namna kpoccoBky? — cripocwia Haraia ¢ yXMbUIKOH.

— Her. Ilocne mikosbl mowuiity, — CHOKOWHO oTBeTHsIa COHS.

— U cromno kpuuats? Bech 10M Ha yimm noctaBuia. S mpaBaa He Tporana ee. B mpuxoxeit
cMotpena?

— 51 e ckazasia, 4yTo MOCJIe UIKOJbI TOUIILY, — CHOBA Tepss TepIieHue, noBbicuia roioc CoHs.

37



H. A. Yybaposa. «Codbs u LlapctBo TbMbi»

[Tocne ypokoB CoHsl TOPOIUIMBO CKHHYJIA YYEOHUKH B CYMKY U, HU HA CEKYH/y HE 3a/1epPKU-
BasICh, OBICTPBIM IIaroM mocrenimia AoMoi. OHa He MOoIvIa I0KAAThCS, KOT/Ia K€ CHOBA CMOXKET
nonacts B LlapctBo Temel. UTO-TO MaHuio ee tyzna.

OT mwKoJIBI 10 JOMa OBLIO COBCEM HENIAIEKO — BCETO JIBE OCTAHOBKH. DTO PACCTOSIHUE BITOJTHE
MOYKHO IPOMTH NeIKoM. bbl1o Beceno, KoHeuHo, Korjaa oHu xoauwiu Bmecte ¢ Hacrelt, Ho Const
y>Ke TaBHO Xouia JoMoi onHa. Tak criokoiinee. [{s Bcex. [la, oHa mpaBUIBHO cjenaa, 4To 00e3-
ormacwia Hactio ot obmienus ¢ coboit. Ha s3toT pa3 CoHsl nuta jaumis B KOMITAHUU CBOUX MBIC-
Jeil, HO HUKAaK HEe MOIVIa OTJEJaThCsl OT YyBCTBA, UTO OHA HE ogHA. MOXeT, 3a Hel KTO-TO cJie-
qut? OHa OIISIHYJIach M BHUMATENbHO BIVIAJeNach B Juua npoxoxux. Iloxoxe, uro Her. Jlronu
IIIJTH, TIOTPY’KEHHBIE B CBOM MBICJIH, TOPOTIMJIMCH KTO Ky/1a, U HUKTO HE 00palian Ha Hee BHUMaHHSL.
Ha Bcsikmii cityvaii ona nepe0eskasa 10pory ¥ Ioliia mo Apyroi CtopoHe ynuisl. st HaaexkHOCTH
ONISIHYBIINCH €111€ HECKOJIbKO pa3, CoHst yOenuiach, 4To 3a Hel HUKTO He uaeT. Ho HenmpustHoe
YyBCTBO YbEIr0-TO MPUCYTCTBUS HE MOKKJaN0 ee. Bo3ne Mara3uHa oHa OCTaHOBUJIACh U C pacTe-
PSHHOCTBIO YCTaBUJIACh Ha CTeHy. UTO-To ObLIO B HEl Takoe cTpaHHOe, HO COHs HUKAK HE MoIva
HOHATH, 4YTO UMEHHO. OHa npumisiaenacb. MoxeT ObITh, 1€710 B TOM, YTO [IOBECUIIU HOBYIO SIPKYIO
pexnamy? [TosToMy eii u kKaxercs, OyATO YTO-TO H3MEHIIOCH? COHS MOMBITANIACh YOSIUTh CeOs
B 9TOM H IpOIILJa €111€ HECKOJIBbKO 111aroB. /{a HeT xe! BoT n Mara3uH y»xe 1o3aau, a CTpaHHOE OLLY-
1ieHue He npoxoanio. CoHsl ONSATh OCTAaHOBUJIACH U MTOJIHECHA PYKY KO JI0Y — KECT YeJIOBEKa, KOTO-
PBIi HAIPSYKEHHO AyMaeT o yeM-To. M TyT kpaem mia3a oHa 3aMeTuIIa, 4YTO TEHb €€ PYKH Ha CTEHE
OyaTO pa3aBoOMIach: OAHA Y Ke Obli1a BO3JIE TOJIOBBL, & PYTas ¢ ON03/1aHUEM Ha MUKPOCKOIINYECKHE
JIOJIM CEKyH/bl pUcoeIMHuIach K Heil morom. He Bepst cBouM razam, CoHs caienana eie JBuxe-
HUE, U ellle, U ellle, OHAa KayaJa roJIoBoil, Maxaja pykamu, npsiraia. Touno! MHoraa ee ABM>keHus
U JBM)KEHHUS €€ TEHU HEe COBIAJaiu: TeHb OyATO pa3aBauBanack. J[BoiiHas TeHs? Ho pa3se Takoe
BO3MOXHO? YBJI€UeHHasi CBOMM OTKpbITHEM, COHs HE 3aMeuasia HUUero BOKpYT, HO BAPYT YBUJEIA,
YTO MPOXOXKKE CTAIN 0OpamiaTh BHUMAaHUE HAa €€ CTPaHHBIC NMPBDKKH U KpUBISIHUSA. CKOH(DY3HB-
IIMCh, OHA BTSHYJIA FOJIOBY B IUIEYH U, IPH>KAaB CYMKY, TOPOILIMBO IOIIJIa B CTOPOHY I0OMa, UCKOCa
TO U JIEJI0 MOIJISAIbIBasi Ha TE€Hb, OeTyIyo 3a Hell o cTene. Celiuac, korna CoHs He Jenana HUKa-
KUX PE3KUX JBIKEHUH, €€ TeHb Ka3aJlach CaMOi OOBIYHOM.

Korna ato nayanocs? CoHs nomnbiTanack BCIIOMHUTb, 3aMeyaja M OHa paHbIIIe TaKoe pas-
IBOeHUE coOcTBeHHOW TeHH. Her, oHa HuKorga He oOpamiana Ha 3TO BHUMaHUS. MoOXeT ObITb,
Tak ObUIO0 Beeraa... Mmm mocne toro ykyca... Unu ceroans Brepsbie... TOUHO OHa HE MOTJIa CKa-
3aTh. A MOXET OBITh, 5TO HOPMAJILHO U TeHB pa3fBanBaeTcs y Bcex? C 3TUMHU MBICTSIMU OHA 3aluia
B KBapTHDY.

— Yro Tam Ha ynuue, HE OYeHb XOJIONHO? — CIpOCHiIa MaMma, Kak Tojabko COHs 3aKkpbuia
3a co000H 1BEpD.

— Her, nHopmansho, — orBeTmia CoHsl.

— Bot nymato ¢ CaHbKOM CXOIUTh NOTYISTH XOTS Obl HAa apy YaCUKOB. ..

— Koneuno, cxonure! — o6panoBanacs Consi. — MHe OKa3aioch, 4YTO CETOIHS JIaxe Teriee,
yeM ObL10 Buepa. U conHiie cBeTut.

— Hy, Torga noiinem cobuparbcs.

Const, 4TOO KaK-TO 3aHATH BPEMsI, IOTOMY YTO BCe €€ MbICIU ObUIH 3aHATHI LlapcTBoM ThMBI,
Y HU O YEM JIPYTOM OHa ceifyac {yMaTh He MOIJIa, a IONAacTh Ty/Ja CHFOCEKYH/IHO OHA TOXKE HE MOIJIa,
OTKpbLJIa JTHEBHUK U Hamucana:

[ Oexabps.
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Omo yousumenvnoe mecmo! Bokpye ece mpauno, a 6 Oywe ceemino
u neexo. Tam kaxoti-mo eeunviil myman. Taxkoe uyecmeo, 6yomo, Kpome mymaua,
mam Huye2o Hem. Bpems cnoeno 3acmolno. Y nac ysce 0asHo evlnan chee, a mam
5 6ce ewe xodcy 6 oonou pymoonke. He 3uaro, ovieaem nu mam xo20a-uudyosb
suma... A nonadana myoa moaibko 6 MyMauHylO Mpaynyro nozody. Hebo mam
3Q7enieHo MakumMu 2yCmuvIMU Myydmu, 4mo Ha Yiuye NOCMOSHHO CYMPAYHO.
A Hu pa3y He sudena, umod mam Xoms Ha CEKYHOY 8bI2TIAHYILO COTHYE.

Tam nHexpacusas npupooa, Hymruil, XON0OHbLU 3AMOK, HO MEeHs Myoa 4mo-
mo msnem. M eo3spawjarocs s omnyoa clo8HO OMOOXHYGUIASL...

* % %

— CoHs, MBI yIIJTA! — TOCIBIIIAJICS MAMUH TOJIOC U3 IPUXOKEH.

— Jla-na, — orBeTrnia CoHsl, paAysch, UTO XOTh HEHAJI0JT0 OCTalach OJIHA.

Kak Tonpko ABEph 32 MaMoOl 3aXJIONHYJIACh, HE Tepssk HU MUHYTHI, CoHs moadexana K 3ep-
Kally, Ha X0y CHHMasi MeJaliboH. Uepes cekyHay OHa yxe Oblia B TpOHHOM 3aie. CBeun Obuin
3aKKEHbI, CIIOBHO €€ 37ech kaanu. CoHs ynbIOHYIach OT 3TOM MBICIH, BElb BCETAa MPUSATHO,
Korya re-To panbl Tedst BuaeTh. OHa mpoberkana yepes Bech 3aJl, OTKphLIa IBEph U OeroM noMmya-
Jach MO JUIMHHOMY Kopuaopy. JloGexas 10 koHa TyHHens, COHS B pacTepsSIHHOCTH OCTaHOBUJIACh,
He 3Has, Kyaa uaTu nanbiie. OHa omisiienach U TPOMKO MO3Baa:

— OM, ctpax!.. Tl 30ech?..

Yepes MrHOBEHHE MOCIBIIIAINCH TSXKEINbIE IIard, OT KOTOPBIX COTpSACANach 3eMJIsl, — BEJIU-
KaH Toponuics Ha BcTpeuy ¢ CoHeil. Bot, HakoHeI, OH BBIIIEN W3 TyMaHa M YJIBIOHYJICS OTHOU
13 CaMbIX IPUBETIMBbIX, 10 €F0 MHEHUIO, YIBIOOK, KOTOpasi TOJIbKO HAILIachk B €ro apceHane. Cons
HE CMOIvIa yAepKaTbcsl, YT0O HE YIBIOHYTHCS B OTBET, BUJIS, KAK OH CTapaeTcs MPOM3BECTH Ha Hee
OJIarONpUsATHOE BIIEYATICHHE, HECMOTPS HA TO YTO ITOW €ro YJIBIOKOM BIOJIHE MOXXHO ObLIO OBl
OTITyTHUBATh IUKHUX 3BEepeH.

— S pan, uto Te1 npunwia, Codu.

— Hy s ke obemana, — orBetmina Consi. — ToJbKo s HEHAAOTO.

— TBost HOTa GoMbIe He 60aUT? — OH MOKa3aJ MajblieM Ha €€ CTYIHIO.

— Her. TBoe neuenue 310poBO MOMOTJIO.

Benukan 3actenunBo 3amsics. «[logymaTs TObKO, OH YMEET CTECHATHCA!» — C YMUJICHUEM
noxymana CoHsl, a BCIyX cKaszania:

— [Tokaxems MHe cBoe [{apcTBO?

Crpax cornacHO KMBHYJ, MU OHU MOLUIM B TIyOb TymMaHa. 3abaBHasi mapodyka: OrPOMHBIN
HEYKJIIOKUI TpOMMJIIA U XpyTKas MUJIOBUIHAS J€BOYKA, HAMHOTO MEHbIIe ero poctoM. HemHoro
HenpuBbIYHO ObLT0 COHE TyJSATh TYT, HE OMacasiCh TPO3HOIO PhIKA 32 CIMHOM, B€Ib HCTOUHUK 3TOTO
CaMoro pbIKa IIeJ BOT 3[I€Ch, BO3JIE HEE, U OHA €ro Ooublie He 00sIach.

— Pacckaxu npo [HapctBo TeMbl, — nonpocuina CoHs.

— A 4TO paccka3biBaTh? — 3aMsUICS CTPAXK.

—Yro 310 32 LlapcTBo Takoe? JIjis 4ero-To Beab OHO CO3/IaHO.

— Hy ato xak Ob1 yOexulne a1 TeMHbIX cuil. Bce 1eMOHBI, BEAbMBI U IIPOYUE CIYKUTENN
TeMbI HaXOIAT 31€Ch cebe oM. 1o [lapcTBo TeMHBIX cril. U 1r0001 TEMHBIM IEMOH OTYHHSIETCS
TEMHOMY KOPOJIIO.

— U Bce ciyxkuTenu TbMbl MOTYT CHOJIa MTONACTh?

— Koneuno, — orBeTi1 crpax, — [Ilpuuem TONBKO CIyKUTETU ThbMbI U MOTYT CIOZIa MTOMACTh.
Besikum Tam cBETIIBIM MYTh CIOAA 3aKPBIT.
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«A Kak e Torjaa 4 ctoza nonana?.. — nonymana Cons. — Heyxxenu st Toxe TeMHasi Beabma’?..
Ha ny, He MoxeT ObITh! OH YTO-TO MyTaET. ..»

— A mouemy 371ech Tak Jerko? — crpocuia CoHst. — S 9yBCTBYIO ce0s 3716Ch HEOOBIKHOBEHHO
XOPOUIO.

— DTO MOTOMY, 4TO THI IOMa. DTO JOM JJIsl BCeX TeMHBIX. Kakumu Obl HU OBUTH JEMOHBI
3a npexaenamu LlapcTsa, 31€Ch OHM CTAHOBATCS caMUMU c000H, TO €CTh TAKUMHU, KaKOBa UX CYyTb.
[ToaTomy Tebe 31ech M XOPOILIO, YTO Thl CTAHOBUUILCS cama cO0OW. JIeMOHBI 37€Ch OTABIXAIOT,
MO3TOMY 37€Ch HEJIb3sl KOJIZIOBATh, IEPEBOIIOIIATHCS U M0JIb30BaThCsl Marueil. EcTh TonbKo 0gHO
MECTO, TI€ BOBMOYKHA Marus.

— Tponnsiit 3an! — BockiukHyna CoHs, 00paJoBaBIIUCh, YTO OHA CaMa ONBITHBIM IIyTEM
00 3TOM y3Hana.

— J1a, TOJIbKO TPOHHBIM 3aJ1, — HOATBEPAMII CTPaK. — ITO YTOO y KOPOJIsi ObLIO MPEUMYIIECTBO
niepesi BceMu. A MHaue BCE YKe JaBHO YHUUITOXKWIM Obl ApyT Apyra. Hy ThI Jke 3Hae1b, Kakiue OHU —
TEMHBIE IEMOHBI — HEPBHBIE M BIIEUATIUTENbHBIE? UyTh UTO, TYT e OpOCAIOTCsl YHUUTOXKAThH BCE
Ha cBoeM IyTH. TouHee... Tak ObUIO paHblIe... A TeTeps 5 Jake He 3HA0, OCTAJICS JIU KTO-HUOYIb
u3 HUX 3a npeaenamu LlapctBa Tembl. ..

— Pa3Be Tebe Henb3s 0TCIoAa BHIXOIUTH?

— Te1 uro?! f xe crpak! MHe HUKOT/Ia HEJB3sl MOKUAATh Mo mocT! S momkeH obeperarh
HapctBo ThMBI OT CBETIBIX CHII, OT Pa3HOTO TaM 00oOpa W NOOPEHBKHUX BEAbM, — OH CKPUBHIICS,
Kak Oy/ITO CheJl BOHIOUETO XKYKa.

Const 6pocuiia Ha HETO OBICTPHIN B3I U TYT XKe OTBEJIA IJ1a3a.

— A TBI pa3Be 37017 — cIpocuiia OHa, CTapasich MPUIaTh CBOEMY rojocy TBEPJOCTb U HE
MOKa3bIBATh yIUBJICHUS.

— KoneuHo, 37101, — yBEpEeHHO OTBETHJI CTPAK TAKMM TOHOM, OyATO B 3TOM M TEHU COMHEHUS
HE JOJDKHO OBLIO OBITh, — TaK K€, KaK U TEHI.

CoHns onsTh MOCMOTpETIA Ha HETO U, 33 lyMaBILUCh, 3aMoiiyana. O4eHb HEO)KUJIAHHO YCIIbl-
math Takoe o ce0e, HO, MO CyTH, OH Obul mpaB. Pa3Be He crana oHa pa3apa’kaTbCsi, 3JIUTHCS
o nmyctakam? OHa, U IpaBaa, CUWIbHO U3MEHWIACh C HEKOTOPBIX mop. OHa crajga TEMHOU Bedb-
Moii?! A mHade Kak ObI OHa CMOTJIa IPOWTH crofa? Bemp cTpaxk ckasai, 9To cBeTIbIM mpoxox B Llap-
cTBO ThMbI 3aKpHIT. []a, OH CIIOBHO OTKpPHBLI ei I1a3a... Ho kak e neyanbHO ObLIO 3TO 0CO3HABATh!

Onu Morya UM fanpine. Bennkan u3peaka ocTaHaBIUBAIICS, YTOO MOJ0XKIaTh, Toka CoHS
€ro JIOTOHUT, He yCKopsis mar. [ToBciomy ObIIIM BCe T€ e KPUBBIE JIEPEBbs, IeCUaHble TPOITMHKH,
HeOOoJTbIIIMe TIOJISIHBI U BATYHBI Ha HUX. M — HEM3MEHHBIH TyMaH.

OnHM 1M y’Xe O4€Hb JIONTO, W T03aH Jake He BUIHBI ObUIH OAllIeHKH 3aMKa, a YHBUIBIHA
nei3ax 0CTaBajCs MPEKHUM U HE MEHSIIICS.

— 31ech ecTb YTO-HUOYIb, KPOME ITHX CKPIOYCHHBIX AepeBbeB? — crpocuiia CoHs, 00bIe
Jlake 4TO0 HapyILIUTh MOJIYaHHE, a HE U3-3a TOT0, YTO €if 3T0 OBbLIO JEHCTBUTENLHO UHTEPECHO.

— EcTp HEOombme 60ota. Ho TaM TymMaH yCHIUISIONINN, st HE COBETYIO Te0€ TaM T'YIISTh, —
OTBETHJI BEJINKaH.

— S1 mmeto B BULY, 311ECH JKE TJIE-TO KIJIM IEMOHBI U BebMBI. [ e nux qoma?

— VX moma mpeBpaTHIINCh B T€ MaJICHbKUE IKATYIOUKH, KOTOPBIE 51 COOpal.

— Ax, na! TeI 5xe TOBOPHIL. ..

— OOBIYHO IEMOHBI CaMU MOTYT IIPEBpAIaTh CBOM JOMa B MIKATYJIKH U HOCUTH WX MTOBCIOAY
¢ co00if, HO TO 3aKJISTHE 3aIepi0 BCEX JIEMOHOB BHYTPHU MX MIKAaTylnoK. OHU ObUIH pa3OpocaHbl
o BceMy LlapcTBy. Bo3aMOXkHO, 1 celyac 314€Ch I1e-TO OHM €ILE €CTh.

— 3HaYUT, KPOME 3aMKa, 37IeCh ceiluac HeT APYTrux 3aaHui? — ynusmiack CoHsl.

— Ma.
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— Hugero ce6e! Llenoe LapctBo 6e3 momoB! Hy moiinem torna oOpaTHO K 3aMKy. Yero Tyt
Ha TyMaH-TO cMOTpeTh? — COHS Pe3KO Ha IMATKaxX MOBEPHYIACh B 0OpPAaTHYIO CTOPOHY, M CTpax
IIOKOPHO IOLIEN 32 HEH.

[lonxons k TynHemto 3aMka, CoHsl cka3ana:

— K coxxanenuto, MHE OIATh TIOpa AOMOK. Sl He MOT'Y CEeTOIHS 371ECh JIOJTO OCTAaBAThCS.

— Jla-na, 1 MOHMUMArO. .. — OTBETHJI BMUT MTOTPYCTHEBIIHNIA CTPAXK.

— 51 obemraro Tebe, YTO eIIe MPHIY.

— Jla, KOHEYHO. .. — CKa3aJl BEJIMKaH, 00pPEYEeHHO OIYCTHB CBOU MOTYUYHUE PYKH, HO BAPYT, Y4TO-
TO BCIIOMHUB, CIIOXBaTHJICS ¥l TIPUHSUICS PBITHCS B OOJNBIIOM KapMaHe y cebs Ha rpyan. Hakonen
HAIIyTIaJ TO, YTO MUCKAJ M OCTOPOKHO, IByMS MaIbliaMu, 10cTail COHHMHY KPOCCOBKY, KOTOPYIO OHa
3a0bL1a 371€Ch B IPOLILIBINA pa3: — BoT, 310 TBOE. ..

— Cnacub6o, — yneionynace Cons, — Hy s noiiay? OHa mocreniuia B TyHHENb, TIOHUMAs,
YTO €CJIM 3aMEIIKACTCS, TO OT KATOCTH K OAMHOKOMY I'POMUJIE €III€ JIOTO HE CMOXKET YHTH OTCIO/Ia,
a el Hy)KHO OBLJIO TOPOMUTHCSA JOMOM, BEIb TaM YyXe, HaBEpPHOE, BEPHYJHCH C MPOTYIKH Mama
¢ Canpkoii. OHa OIISHYJIACh W yBHJENA, KaK CTPaX MEUIEHHO yxoawa B TymaH. OH cTpajan,
ero OoIbIIIast, CCYyTYICHHAs CITUHA CTPaaja, U JaXe ero phKUE JOXMAThIe BOJIOCHI, PACKUIaHHBIC
TI0 CTIMHE ¥ TUIe4aM, Toxke crpaganu. Ceituac, korga oH Berpetust COHIO M BHOBB CTall HE OJUHOK,
Ka)KJI0€ paccTaBaHHUE C HEH 1aBaIOCh €My C OOJBIITUM TPYIOM.

«Hy xakoii xe oH 37101 ?» — ¢ ynbiOkoit momymana CoHst u 6eroM mmodexala K 3epKaiy.

Mawms! 1oma emie He 0110, COHS Kak pa3 ycmelna BEpHYTHCS 32 ISITh MUHYT JI0 €€ MTPUXO0/Ia.
Ona nokpyTuIia B pykax KpoCCOBKY, KOTOPYIO €/ TOJIBKO YTO JaJl CTPaK, JOCTajaa BTOPYIO U3 yIUia,
Ky/la 3aKHHYJIa €€ CETOHS YTPOM, U aKKypaTHO MOCTABUJIA UX B IPUXOXKEH.

27 ¢hespans.

Kax oce xopowo 6vino Ha ocennux kanukynax! YV mems kadxicowiil
O0enb OblId B03MONCHOCMb NPOBeOAmb CMpAX}Ccd, NOKA Mamda XOOulia 2yisimb
¢ Canvkoti. [lomom, 6 dexabpe, KOHEUHO, NPUXOOUTIOCH YMO-MO NPUOYMbIBAMb
U BbIKPYYUBAMBCS, HO 51 8Ce pABHO Yacmo nosensnacs 6 Llapcmee Tomwl. A cetiuac
A Yoice mecsay He mocy myoa nonacme. CHauana ObLU HOBO200HUE KAHUKYIIbL,
80 8peMs KOMOpbIX 6ce ObLIU 00Md, NOMOM 8Ce 8peMs NOIAYUALOCh, YMo MaAMd
¢ Cawell ycnesana nozynsims, noka s 0blia 6 wikoie, U NOIMOMY 5 He MOo2ld
ocmamwcsi 00Ha. Mnu éeuepom, noka st 00#CUOANACH, KO20d Jice 6ce Jisi2ym Cnamy,
Cama HeoNCUOAHHO 3ACbINAd, MAK U He 00axcoasuiucs. MooicHo 6bLi10, KOHEeUHO,
onsAmMb NOOCMPAXOBAMBCS U COOPYOUb MYJISNC CHAUE20 Yello8eKd, HO 5L peululd
0CMAaBUMdb MO0 HA KPAtHULL ciyyail. Bedb 3mo maxoti yOauuwlil cnocod samemams
c1edbl, Ymo He CIoum um 310ynompeonimo.

Kax mam 6eonviii cmpasic?.. Cogcem 00um...

A uyecmsyro, umo 60 MHe HAKANIUBAEMCS PA30PA’CUMENbHOCHb
U HeoOBbACHUMAs 310CMb HA 6ecb Mup. Xouemcsi 6ce Kpyulumsv U JIOMAmMb
unu xoms 66l 0ogecmu Ko20-Huby0b 00 cie3. Kakas-mo uacmuuka moei oyuiu
8ce euje COnPoOmuUBIAemcs U NolMaencs COepiIcamy NOPbl8blL 2HEBd, HO IO OUEHb
msoiceno... Xouy cnoea 6 Llapcmeo Tomobl. Tam eecw eHes Kyoa-mo nponadaem u s
CHOBa CMAHOBI0Ch npedcell. Kak ckazan cmpadxc: «Tam Kaxicowlli cmanosumcs
camum cobou, makum, Kakoea e2o Cymby.
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CkyuHo... Y coBceM He X0UeTCs MIcaTh KOHTPOJIBbHYIO 110 anredpe. CoBceM He ObLIO HACTPO-
eHusi. MoxeTt ObITh, IOTOM — 3aBTpa, MOCJE3aBTpa, — HO TOJbKO He ceroans. CoHs omisaena
OJTHOKJIACCHUKOB, CKJIOHMBILIKXCS HaJ TeTpaakamu. HakoHen oHa octaHoBuia B3IIsiA Ha JleHke
CemenoBoii u npunrypunace. Hy na, CemenoBa u lllaxuna B nmocieqHee BpeMsi IPUTUXJIU U HE
NPUCTABAJIU K HEW CO CBOMMH NPUAMPKAMH M HACMEIIKaMH, HO pa3Be MOXHO 3a0bITh, YTO OHU
BBITBOPSUIH PaHbIIE, U Pa3Be MOKHO MTOBEPHUTH, YTO OHM OOJIbIIIE HUKOTAa HUKOMY He OyIyT ycTpa-
UBaTh OOMIHBIC PO3BITPHIIN?!

— A mouemy HET? — TUXO MPOU3HECIIA OHA IIEMOTOM II0CJIe HEKOTOPBIX pa3aymuil. — Benp
eli-T0 MO>KHO ObLIO Ha/l0 MHOM U3/€BaThCA.

— Yero? — omIsSHYBIINCH, CIPOCUIT UMIKUKOB, TyMasi, 4YTO OHA K HEMY oOpaliaercs.

— Huuero, — 6ypkuyna Consl.

OH e1ie HEMHOTO OMOPIaJl, IIOKa JI0 HETO JIOLIEN €€ OTBET, U CHOBA YTKHYJICS B CBOIO TET-
panb. Consl, npucTanbHo st Ha CeMeHOBY, BAOXHYJIa OJHOW IPYIBIO U 3ajepikKalla JbIXaHHe,
KpEnKo ckaB Tyobl. I TyT ke, MpakTUYeCcKU cpazy, Hocibllaics xanooHbii cToH Jlenku Ceme-
HOBO:

— Mapss CepreeBnaal.. Y MeHst pyuka HE TUUHUHIIEEET! ..

— Hy npaBuiibHO, KaKk KOHTPOJIbHAS, TAK Y BaC PyYKH HE MUIIYT, TETPaIH 3aKOHUMIHCH!.. —
Bo3MyTHiIach Mapbst CepreeBHa.

— Her, ny npagna!.. — apuia Jlenka. — ToJIbKO 4TO XOPOIIO MHcalia U BAPYT MepecTaa.

— A st yem Mory Tebe moMoub? — CTPOrO CIIPOCHUIIA YUUTENbHUIA. — 1 BaM Bceraa roBopio,
9100 HOCHIIM ¢ cO0OIi 3amacHpIe PyYKH M KapaHIaly. [ je MHe Ha Bac Ha BCeX py4yeK HaOpaThCsi?
PebsiTa, y KOTO €cTh 3amacHas py4yka? — o0paTuiach OHa K KI1accy.

Co Bcex CTOPOH MOCHINAINCh COBETHI OJTHOKJIACCHUKOB:

— CBo10 Ha/10 UMETH!

— Tr1 Ha Oymakke-TO OYEepKai.

— Ha nmactuk nogpImaTs Hy>KHO!

CeMeHOBa pacKpyTHIIa YUKy, 10CTaja CTEPKEHb, XOPOIIEHBKO TOMsIIA €T0, 3aTeM Habpasa
no0oJbIIe BO3IyXa, MpHKaja MacTUK K Ty0aMm U ayHyna, pa3myBas mekd. B ator momenT Cons,
He cBogs B3rsina ¢ CeMEHOBOH, CIOXKMIIA TyObl TPyOOUKOM M BBITyCTHJIA BO3AYX, M3/1aB THXOE
«tyyy». JIeHKa TyT ke BCKpuKHYIna. Bee ob6eprynuch Ha Hee. KTo-To OMKHYI, KTO-TO 3aXUXUKaI.
Jlenka cuzena, BBIITyYUB UCITYTaHHBIC TJ1a3a U PACTONBIPUB PYKH, B OJJHOM M3 KOTOPBIX OHA KPETIKO
Jieprkaia IByMsl aJIblIaMH OCTAaTKU MAcTHKa, OOJbIIE TOXOXKETO ceifuyac Ha mayka C JITUHHBIMH
TOHKHMMH J1anamu. Best ee omexna u TeTpaap ObLTH yCessHbl TEMHO-(HOIETOBBIME TISITHAMH, a Ha
JMIE KPacOBAJINCH YEPHUIIbHbBIE BECHYIIKH.

— Hy 1b1, CemeHoBa, maemib!.. — ¢ BOCXHIIEHHEM MTPOoOOPMOTan 3UMUH. — DTO K HAJIO TaK
IYHYTb, 4TO acTHK pazopsaiio!.. Hy Tel rurant!

Jlenka pacTepsiHHO 03UpajIach [0 CTOPOHAM, CJIOBHO HE 0CO3HABAas!, YTO MPOU30LLIO. A BECh
KJIACC YK€ HEY/Iep>KUMO XOXOTall.

— TeGe neToM Ha TUISKE MOXHO JICHBTY 3apadaThiBaTh! Byenis ManbIliHe MaTpackl U Kpyru
Ha/yBaTh!

— Jlenka, Tebe MOXKHO KoJieca y MalllMHbI HaAyBaTh 0e3 Hacoca! Tonbko CUIIBbHO HE AYi, a TO
JONHYT!

CemMeHOBa CKpHBHIIa TYObI M BO BECh I'OJIOC 3apEBEa.

— PebsiTa, kak Bam He cThinHO?! Uu, Jlena, ymoiics, — Mapbst CepreeBHa OCTOPOXKHO, 4T00
HE 3aaykaThCsl, €Ba KOCHynach ey CeMeHOBOM, east BUM, 4YTO [IOMOraeT € BCTaTh.
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Jlenka, pacTONbIpUB PYKU U BOS Ha BCIO IIKOJNY, BbIIUIA U3 KaOuHeTa. COHs yibIOHYNIACh,
JIOBOJIbHASI CBOEH 111aJIOCThIO, YOBJIETBOPEHHO B3/10XHYJa U CKJIOHUJIACh HAJl TETPAJKOM.

Koneuno xe, Xx0monHo#M BO0M, 6€3 TOMOITN KAaKUX-TO CIIEIUATIBHBIX CPEJICTB YEPHUJIIA TTOJI-
HOCTbIO HE oTMbLINCh. U, Korna JleHka 3amisHysa B KJ1acc, BCE APY’KHO 3aroroTajiy Haj €€ roiy-
00BaTHIM LIBETOM JIMIIA.

— JleHka, TbI TeNephb y HAC UHOIJIAHETAHKA! — BBIKPUKHYJI KTO-TO.

— A ny-Ka, upli! — ckomanaosana Mapes CepreeBHa.

Hecuactnas CemeHoBa onsiTh CKpUBUIIA T'yOBI U, 3apEBEB BO BECH I'OJIOC, IPUHSIIACH HEPBHO
CKUJIbIBATh NEpENayKaHHbIE IPEAMETHI B CyMKY. [IoToM 3aknHysa ee Ha Medo U Moj CMEX OJHO-
KJIACCHUKOB, KOTOPBIE Ja)Ke HE TBITAINCH €TO CIEPKUBATh, BhUIETENA U3 KaOUHETA.

«Kasko, 4TO OHa HE 3HAET, YTO ITO MOUX PYK A€o, — noaymaina CoHsl, s BCIE yXOs-
nieit CemenoBoit. [Torom nocmotpena Ha lllaxuny U ycMexHynach.

— Mapsbs CepreeBHa, y MEHS TOXKE YTO-TO C PyUKOi!.. — TYT k€ BOCKJIMKHYJa MapuHKa.

— Y0, TOXKE HE MUILET? — yAUBUIACH YUYUTEIIbHULIA.

— Ara, — KyKOJIbHO BBIIIyYMB CBOM KpacHUBbI€ IV1a3a, KUBHYyJIa MapuHa.

— Jla uto ke 3To 3a anuaeMust Takasn?! — Boamytunack Mapbsi CepreeBHa.

— MapuHka, noayi B nacTuk! — 3axoxoTasn 3UMHH.

— Ara, mac! — 6pocmiia yepes wiedo MaprHKa ¥ IPUHSIACH OBICTPO YepKaTh Ha OyMaKKe,
IBITAACh PACIUCATh PYUKY.

CoHst He CBOAMIIA TPUCTAILHOTO B3MIISAA C ATUX JBMKCHUH, YIBIOASCh JIMIIH KPACTIIKOM T'Y0.
Bapyr paznaincs rpomkuit kpuk. Bee moBepHynucs B cropony Lllaxunoit u axaynu: muct Oymarm,
Ha KOTOPOM OHa TOJIKO YTO PAacIUChIBaJIa PyUKy, oJibixan orueM! ToHKueE cienibl, IpoiaBieHHbIE
pocuepkamu, BOCINIAMEHWINCH, CJIOBHO PydKa OCTaBJIsjla OTHEHHBIN ciel. MapuHKa 3aBU3Kaia,
OTUIBBIPHYJA Ky/a-TO PYUYKY M, OTKMHYBILIKCH Ha CIIMHKY CTYyJa, UCIIyTaHHO 3aMaxaljla pyKaMu,
OyaTo 3axoTrena ynereTs orciona. Mapbs CepreeBHa cxBaruiia rpaguH ¢ BOAOH, CTOSIILIMI Ha MOJ-
OKOHHHKE, ITo0ekana K napre MapuHsl U ¢ pa3Maxy IJIecHysa Boay Ha oroHb. KoneuHo xe, Boja
1ornaja He TOJbKO Ha ropsulyto Oymary, HO U Ha TeTpajb, Ha y4eOHUK, na U Ha camy lllaxuny.
MapuHKa cpasy ke pe3Ko 3aTKHYIACh, OyITO KTO-TO BBIKIIOUMII 3BYK, & BMECTO €€ BU3Ta IOCIbI-
IIaJIOCh TUXO€ IIUIIEHUE MTOTYXIIEro OrHs. B kiacce nocisinanocs 0IMHOYHOE XUXUKaHbE, TOTOM
ellle U elle, U BOT BCE BOKPYT OMIATh X0X0uyT, a [llaxnHa HemoHMMaroIe CMOTPUT Ha OJTHOKJIacC-
HHUKOB, PaCTEPSIHHO XJIomas rm1a3amMu. Ee cBeTbie Kyipu HaMOKIIM ¥ OOBUCIIH, C HOCA KamaeT BOAa,
ryOBbl IpOoXKar, ene cuepkubas ppiianus. Mapbst CepreeBHa MpUHsUIACh CyETIIMBO BHITUPATH €€ cajl-
(heTKamMu, HO BCE ATO BBITVISIEIIO TAK HEYKITIOXKE, YTO PeOsITa HE MOTJIM YCIIOKOUTHCS M TIPOJIOIDKAIN
X0X0TaTh. YMKMKOB ynas Ha MOJ U JPbIrall HOrOM, HEKOTOPbIE IEBYOHKH YK€ HE MOITIM CMESATHCS
Y TOJIBKO MOCTaHbIBAJIN, YTUPasl ce3bl. 3UMUH XOXOTaJl, CXBaTUBILKCH 32 HKHUBOT:

— Mapss CepreeBHa, y MEHS TOXKE py4yka He nuiet!

— Wy mensa! Uy mens! — nonaepxanu ero myTky JpyTye.

— 5] Tak NOHKMMal0, KOHTPOJIbHAs COpBaHa? — IOCMOTPEB Ha Yachl, TPOMKO cripocuiia Mapps
CepreeBHa U 3aTeM CTPOTO OIIIsJeNna Kiacc. — Bbl TOJIbKO HE Aymaiite, YTO BaM yaacTcs ee u3oe-
xaTb. KOHTpoIbHY10 BBl Oy/leTe UCaTh Ha CIEAYIOIIEM ypoKe!
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maBa 4. KoponeBa TbMbl

Beuepom Cons u Haraiiia B ouepeiHoit pa3 mocCOpUIuch. 3a MOCJIeHUE MOITr0/1a OHU pyra-
JMCh HAMHOTO OOJIBIIIE, YeM 3a BCIO MPEABLAYIIYIO k13Hb. Ccopa Havanach ¢ KaKOro-To MycCTsKa,
KaK 9TO 4acTo ObIBaeT. Yepes HeCKOJIbKO IHEH yke OyeT HEBO3MOKHO BCHOMHHTD TPUYHHY CCOPBI,
a ceifyac Ta MU3EpHAsl MPUYMHA 00pOCIa CIIOEM B3aWMHBIX OCKOPOJIEHUH U CTajla HACTOSIINM
IIOBOJIOM JJIs1 BOMHBI. Y3K€ IIEJIbIX [ToJ14aca OHU OpaJiy ApyT Ha JIpyra, a Mama MblTajgach UX yCIo-
KOWTb.

— JleBouKH, Tak HENb3s, — CTAPasiCh TOBOPUTH CIIOKOMHBIM IOJI0COM, YOeXk/1aia uX Mama.

— Ona nepBas! — kpuuana Harama.

— Hy, Harama, ThI 5xe crapiie, Moriia Obl M YCTYIIUTh, — CKa3alia Mama.

— C 4ero 370 51 Oyy ycTynaTh pa3HbIM MaJisiBKaM, TeM 0oJiee KOoTrjia OHH HelpaBbl?

— D10 KTO MaJisiBKa? — ¢ Bo3MmyleHueM cripocuiia Const. — Cama Tl KopoBa!

— Mawma, Tl BUIuIIb? — IpoXkKaliuM rojiocoM crpocuna Harama.

— JIyume Ob1 Tebst BOOOIIIE HUKOTIA HE ObLTO! — CO 3710CThIO KpHKHYNa COHSL.

— Comns!! — Bo3amyTminace Mmama. — Yo Thl Takoe roBopuilib? He cMmeli roBOpuTh Takue Beuu!

Cons nmpuurypwia masa, IOCMOTpENNa Ha MaMmy, IIOTOM Ha CecTpy M Opocuiiach B CBOIO
KOMHAaTy, TPOMKO XJIOIIHYB JABEPbHI0. XOPOIIO, KOI/1a €CTh CBOS KOMHATa, 1€ MOYKHO CHPSITAThCS
ot Bcex. [loymars TobKko, a BE/1b COBCEM HEJITABHO OHM >KMJIM B OAHOKOMHATHOW KBapTUPE U JaXke
cnanu ¢ Haramkoii B omHol kpoBatu! Kak Tonbpko oHM He moyOuBamu apyr apyra? Kak ona —
CoHs — Tak 00 MOIVIa BBIHOCUTD IIPUCYTCTBUE CTAapLIeH cecTphl?

Omna xouia Tyaa-Croaa, MbITasiCh yCIIOKOUTHCS, HO TOJIBKO eI1e OOJIbILe Pa3apaxanach, CKHU-
MaJia KyJIakd ¥ CTHCKHBaja 3yObl OT 3JI0CTH. B mocnennee Bpemst ee 4acTo OXBaThIBajla siPOCTb,
MHOT/Ia COBEPIIEHHO Ha IyCTOM MECTE U, Ka3aJloCh, BoBce 0e3 npuunHbl. Ho CoHst BO BceM Haxo-
JJ1a IPUYHHY, ¥ TOTAA YK JIEPKUCH TOT, Ha KOTO MaJIeT ee rHeB. M ceifuac B Hell cI10BHO OOpOIHCH
JIBa YeJIOBEKa: OJJMH XOTEJ] BO YTO ObI TO HU CTaJ0 MPUYMHUTH 3JI0 CECTpe: 00MAeTh, HaKa3aTh,
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YHUUTOXUTb; a IPYrof — TaKOM KpOILIEUHbIH, 3aTEpSAHHBIH IJIe-TO B NTyOUHE TyIIH, — U30 BCEX CHUII
IIBITAJICS BO33BaTh K Pa3yMy, HAIOMHHUTBH O TOM BPEMEHH, KOT/Ia OHH C CECTPOH ObUIM Hepa3TyqHBI.

— MeHs HUKTO He TOHMMaeT! — Bopyaljia OHa, IPOXO/s U3 OIHOTO yIila KOMHAThl B IpYron
MuUMO 3epkajia. — Kak OyqTo Bce HacTpoeHbl IPOTUB MEHs !

Onu Mens HeHaBuAaT! Be€ nenaror MHE HA3J10, JIMIb Obl HABPEIUTS! ..

CoHsl mBITANAaCh BBITOBOPHUTHCS, YTOO KaK-TO YCIOKOHUTBH CBOIO 3JI0CTh, HO OT JTHX CJIOB
HE yCIOKaNnBaJach, a TOJBKO ellle Oosplie pacnaisiack. OHa OCTaHOBUJIACK, 3aKpbUIA 1J1a3a, CTUC-
HyJa 3yObl, — a y Hee BHYTpH Oypiiui ByJIKaH, TOTOBBIA BOT-BOT B30pBarbcsi. COHS OTKphLIA IV1a3a,
OJTHOBPEMEHHO CJiefiaa IIyOOKUH BIOX M HEMPOU3BOJIBHO B3MaxHyJa pyKaMHU, CIOBHO MBITAsICh
MpOorHaTh OT ce0si THEB. 3a OKHOM MOCIIBIIIAJICS TPECK U TPOMKHUHM yzap, OT KOTOPOTro, Ka3aioch,
B3JIpOTHYJIa 3eMJIS M 33aJJpOKajii cTekia, a CoHe B Ty )K€ caMylo CEKYH]Ty CTaJlo HEBEPOSTHO JIETKO.
Omna nozionuia K OKHY, TOCMOTPETH, YTO K€ TaM TaKO€ MPOU30IILIO, U YIUBIECHHO BCKHHYJIa OPOBH,
YBUJEB, UYTO OOJIBIION TONOJIb, CAMbIil OOJIBIION B UX JBOPE, BAPYT PYXHYJI, TOJIBKO YyIOM HUYETO
HE 3a7I€B.

— Huuero ce6e! — Bocknuknaymna Consi. — A ecnu Obl TaM Jtoau Obutn?..

CMmyTHO, rae-To B DIyOHMHE IyIM, OHA MOJ03pEeBaja, YTO 3TO HE MPOCTOE COBIMAJEHUE:
HE MOXKET 37I0POBOE JIEPEBO B OE3BETPEHHYIO MOrojly IPOCTO TakK B3fATh W ynacTb. Mapraputa
TuxoHOBHA yumnIIa ee, 4TO HU4ero He ObIBAET MPOCTO TaK. 3HAUUT, 3T0 COHS CBOEH SPOCTHIO MOBA-
J1J1a TAKO€ OTPOMHOE J1epeBO?

— Her, mue npocro Heobxoaumo nonacts B LlapctBo TeMbI, HHAUE 51 TyT BCe paspymry... —
3aJlyMuYHBO MpOILIEINTajIa OHa.

Jlo camoro Beuepa OHa He BbIXOAWJIA U3 KOMHAThl. OTKa3anach OT yXKHHA MOJ MPEAIOroM,
gt0 60sUT TosoBa. Ha camom xe niene oHa 60si1ach, 4TO HE CMOXKET COBIIA/IaTh C COOOM M HABPEIHT
KoMy-HHOyb. Ceifuac, HEMHOTO YCTIOKOMBIIHMCH, OHA CTaja OCO3HABATh, YTO MPECTABISAET OOIb-
IIYIO OIIACHOCTH /1715l CBOEH ceMbu. BeZib BO BpeMsi BCIIBIILIEK THEBA OHA HE MOXKET KOHTPOJIUPOBATh
cebs. A ToO TEeMHOE BHYTPH HEe CJIOBHO MUTAETCS €€ THEBOM, OHO PacTeT U BCE OOJIbIIIE OAUYMNHSAET
ee cebe, JIHIIasi BO3MOKHOCTH CaMO# peliaTh, Kak MocTynars. Het, Hy)HO 00si3aTeIbHO onacThb
B [lapctBo TeMbl! Tam oHa cHOBa cTaHeT cama coOOM, TaM 3710 HE BIACTHO HaJ HEH.

Beuepom CoHns ene goxianach, korjaa Bce ycHyT. Ha 1plnodkax noakpanach K IBEpU U IpU-
ciymanack. Jloma 6bu10 THXO0. COHA 3aKpblia IJ1a3a, MbITasiCh IOYYBCTBOBATh CBOIO CECTPY U POJU-
teneit. [la, Bce cmanu. MoxHO 0110 yxonuTh. OHa TOPOIUIMBO Niepeoeiach U nocnermmia B Llap-
cTBO TbMBI.

[poiins ckBo3p 3epkano, CoHSA B Ty k€ CEKyHIy IMOYyBCTBOBasa oOserdeHune. CIOBHO
OHa 0CBOOOXK1aJlach OT YEro-To, WM ATO YTO-TO 3achinano B Heil. OHa yxe colOpanach Oexarh
Ha BCTpeuy ¢ IpyroM, Kak, OpOCMB MUMOJIETHBIN B3IJISA] HAa CTEHY 3a 3€pKajioM, 3aMETUJIA BBICTYII.
Cons npunrypuia ras3a u npucMmorpenacek. Heyxxenu aseps? O, oHa Obuta TI0OUTENbHULICH BCIKUX
TalH 1 IPOCTO TaK IPOUTH MUMO NIOTAMHOU 1BEpH HEe MomIa. [1ooii i K BBICTYITy, OHAa OCTOPOXKHO
[OTporajia ero, IOTOM TOJKHYJA, HO IMpearnoaraemMasi 1Bepb He OTKpbuIach. COHSI TOJNKHYNA €€
CWJIbHEE, TIOTOM €I1I€ CUJIbHEE, IOTOM OHa JIaXKe MOIbITAJach UCIOIb30BaTh Maruio, HO IBEPb TaK
U HE M0JIJaJ1ach.

— MosxkerT, 3TO U He JBepb BOBce?.. — 3amymMunBo npodopmortana Cons. — Hamo cpocuts
y CTpaxa, y’K OH-TO HaBEpHsKa 3HAET.

Cons ele pa3 OKMHYJA B3MISA0OM MOAO3PUTENBHBIN BBICTYII M BBIILIA U3 3aJla B KOPUJIOP.
Eme nznanu ona 3amMernsia OrpoOMHOTO BEJTMKaHA, CUISIIET0, CKIOHUB TOJIOBY, HEAAJIEKO OT BX0O/1a
B TyHHeNb. OH ObUI BeCh MOIPYKEH B CBOM MBICIH, YTO-TO YEPTUJ TOJICTOM BETKOW Ha IMEcKe
U Jaxke He 3aMeTus1, Kak COHs TUXOHEUKO MoAoluIa K HeMy c3aau. OHa ¢ JI00O0NbITCTBOM 3ariis-
HyJIa K HEMY 4epe3 IUIeU0, YTOO pacCMOTPETh €ro XyI0KeCTBa, HO Ha MecKe ObUIN JINIIb OIMHOY-
HbIE€ YEPTOUKU-KPY>KOUKU — HU HAJIIUCH, HU KAPTUHKH, @ TaK — KAKHE-TO TOJIBKO MY IOHSTHBIE
KapaKyJu.
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— Bby! — xpuknyna CoHsl B camoe yxo cTpaxa. Benukan He B3apornyi, kak oxxugana Cons, a
MEJIEHHO MOBEPHYJICS, CKPUBUJICS B CBOEH YNIbIOKE U, HE IS/, CTEP JIaJOHBIO PUCYHKH Ha MECKE.

— 51 Te0s xnan, — IOSCHIII OH.

— Jla, s Tak ¥ noHs1a, — yaplOHynach CoHsl.

— Ilouemy Thl HE MpUXOMIA TAK JOITO?

— VY MeHs He nonyyanock, — CoHsl cienana BUHOBAThIN B3IVIS.

Crpax omyCTuII roJIOBY U CHOBA 33 lyMUMBO YTO-TO HAU€PTUJI HA MECKE.

— Hy gto t61? O6unencs? He cepaucs! S npaBna oueHb X0TelNa, HO y MEHS HE MOJTy9aioch, —
CoHsl OCTOPOKHO KOHUMKAMHU TMaJbLEB KOCHYJIACh €0 PhIKUX BOJIOC, PACKUJAHHBIX IO CIIMHE.
U x0Ts1 ee mpuKOCHOBEHHE OBLIO Jierde 0a00UKH, CTPaK B3APOTHYII, CJIOBHO OT yJapa, U IOBEPHYI
K Hell rosnoBy. Ceiiuac, Koraa OH CUJAEN, €ro JUIO ObUIO MOYTH HA OJHOM ypoBHE ¢ COHUHBIM.
Oto ynuBuTenbHO! M Kak OHa MOTIIa KOTJIa-TO €ro 0OATHCS, Bellb Y HETO Takue Jo0phie rasal

— 1 He cepKyCh... S moHUMAIO. .. — YABIOHYIICS OH. — Ternepb MOUaeM TYISTh?

— Her, Tam Tak Mpa4HO U yHbBLIO... — noMopumiack CoHs. — S TOJIBKO UTO BUJENA JBEPH
B TOM 3aJi€, [JIe CTOUT 3epKajio. YTo-To paHbllIe 5 €€ HE 3aMedaiia... YTo 3a Hel, Tl HE 3Haelllb?

— A 3nech Bee 3Haro. [loiinem, mokaxy, — OH MOJHSIICS.

Const, moaronsiemMast JJJOOOIBITCTBOM, TIOOEKaa B 31,  CTPaXk, COTHYBIIUCH, TTOIIEN 33 HEH.
Kopunop Bo3ne 3ama cTaHOBWIICS 3aMETHO BBILIE, U CTPaX J1aXKe CMOT BBIIPSIMUTHCS B MOJIHBIN
pocT, a Ta Ooibllas JBEpb, BeAylas B 3aj, OblUla SBHO MO POCTy BeJMKaHy. Bo3moxHO, Korja-
TO 3TOT 3aMOK HACEJsUIM TaKhe TPOMAJNHbI, KaK 3TOT CTpax? A MOXET ObITh, BCE JKUTEIIU 3TOTO
MeCTa TaKue OrPOMHBIE. . .

CoHs JIeTKO OTKpbLIa ABEph U 3a0ekaa B 3as1. OHa MOKPYXKUJIach Ha MECTE, OBICTPO, CJIOBHO
UTpasiCh, 3)KUrasi CBEUU BOKPYT.

— Oo00!.. — BOCXMILIEHHO MPOLIENTAl CTPAXK, M IO CTOPOHAM.

— Ha, — c ropaocteio cornacuiack CoHs, TOBOJIbHASI, UTO € yAaJoCh YIUBUThH BEJTUKaHA. —
Bot cmotpu, BoT 3Ta 1Beph, — CoHs nmoadexana K CTEHE, BO3J1€ KOTOPOH CTOsUIO 3€pKaJlo, U MoKa-
3aJla Ha BBICTYMAIOLLYIO ABEPILY, — 5 JaKe C IOMOIIBI0O Mari HE CMOIJIA €€ OTKPBITh.

— Marus He Be3/ie IOMOTaeT, — YCMEXHYJICS CTPaX, HETOPOIUIMBO nojo1ies Kk CoHe U, BaXKHO
IJIS/1S1 Ha Hee, IECKaTh, OH TOXKE KOe-4TO YMEET, IPOBEJT yKa3aTeIbHbIM MAJIbIEM 110 CTEHE, Hallly-
naJj Kakylo-TO TOUKY U Ha)kaJl Ha Hee.

Pa3nancs 3BOHKMI I1€TY0K, HA KAMEHHBIM 0 CO CTYKOM IOCBINAINCh MEJIKUE YaCTUYKH,
OTKOJIOBIIIMECS. OT CTEHBI, U THXO 3alrypuiai necok. IIpsaMoyronbHbIil BEICTYNI Hauyaja MEJJIEHHO
CABUIaThCsl B CTOPOHY. «J[aBHEHbKO, BUIUMO, 3Ty JBEPh HUKTO HE OTKPBIBa», — noaymana CoHs
1 OBICTPO 3aCyHyJIa B OTKPBIBIIUKCS MPOEM CBOI JTHOOOMBITHBIN HOC. Pa3ouapoBaHHasi, OHa TYT ke
NOBEpHYJach K BEIMKaHYy M BONPOCUTENILHO MMOCMOTpPENAa Ha HEro: €AMHCTBEHHBIM IPEIMETOM
B KpOILLEYHOI KaMOpKe Oblla KHUTa, JIeKallasi Ha KAMEHHOM MO/ICTaBKe.

— U Bce? M3-3a 0HOM KHUXKKH CIENANN 1ENYI0 KOMHATy? — ynuBieHHO cripocuia CoHst. —
Wnm 3nech emte yto-to? He MoxeT ke ObITh, 4T00 OJHY KHMKKY TaK XUTPO CIPSITAJIH.

Ona 3amuia BHYTpb KaMOpPKM U omignenach. Jla, cropsitarb 4To-TO 37€Ch OBbUIO MPOCTO
HepeanbHo. COHA MOMOINIA K MOACTABKE, MPEICTABISAIONICH OO0 HEOOMBIIION KAMEHHBIM CTOJ
Ha OIHOM HOXKKE, CTOJICIIHHUIIBI XBATAJIO KaK pa3 JUIsl OHON KHUTH.

— Ot1o kakoe-To crapbe! — ckpuBmiack CoOHs, pa3misabiBas MOTPENaHHYI0 OOJIOKKY U HE
PHUCKys [TOTPOraTh €€ pyKaMu, 4To0 He 3a1ayKaThbCsl.

— OHa Bosne6Hast, — KpoTKo 3aMeTui1 cTpak. CoHs ObICTPO B3IISIHYJIA HA HETO, IOTOM CHOBA
nocMmoTpesna Ha KHUry. Eil yxe 10BoamiIoCch BUJETh KHUTH C BOJIIIEOHBIMU 3aKIMHAHUAMU. [ToM-
HuTCs,, Mapraputa TuxoHOBHa roBOpuIIa €i, 4TO BCE BOJIILIEOHBIE KHUTHU cCOOpaHbl B €€ MOTaitHOI
KOMHAaTe, YTO UMEHHO €€ POJ SIBJIIETCA XpaHUTEJIeM 3TUX KHUL. Tak uTo 370 3a kHura? Heyxenu
BCE-TaKu HE BCE KHUIU XpaHATCA B ogHOM Mecte? Mnu cTpaxk 4yTo-TO HalyTasl U KHUTa BOBCE
He BoieOHast?
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CoHSl OCTOPOXKHO, CJIOBHO 0OSICh, UTO KHHUIa OT APSAXJIOCTU PA3BAIUTCA y HEE B PyKax,
OTKpbLIIa NEPBYIO CTpaHully. B kamopke Obuto TeMHO U HUUYero He BUAHO. Torga CoHst akKypaTHO
B3sJ1a KHUTY U, BBII/ISI BMECTE C HEH B 3aJl, OCBEILIEHHBIN MHOXXECTBOM CBeUEH, yI0OHO, HACKOIBKO
9TO OBLIO BO3MOYKHO Ha TBEP/IOM KaMHe, ycenach Ha TpoH. OHa pacKpblila KHUTY Ha KOJICHSX U TIPH-
CMOTpenach K 3anucsiM. J{a, 3TH 3HaKU U CUMBOJIBI OBLIIHM ITOXOXKU HA APEBHUE 3aKIMHAHHUS.

— Oto Kuura Bapinoka, — mOsICHWI CTpaK, pacloIOKUBLIMICS Ha MOy MEpel TPOHOM.

— Ilouemy «Bapnoka»? — yausmiack Consi. — KTo 310 Takoi?

— Kakas xe Tbl TeMHas BeAbMa, €ClIU HE 3Haellb Bapioka? — B CBOIO ouepeapb yAUBUICS
BEJIMKaH.

— 51 coBceM HelaBHO CTaja BEIbMOI M €llleé MHOIOro HE 3Hal0, — Hayajua ONpPaBIbIBATHCS
Cons.

— Hy Benukwuit Bapnok xke! — Crpax nmocmotpen Ha CoHIO Tak, OyITO TOBOPHII O MPOCTHIX,
3JIEMEHTApHBIX BEIllax, KOTOPhIC 3HAET Jake mianeHell. — JpeBuuii uepHokHmkHUK! OH coOpai
B O/IHOM MECTE BCE 3aKJIMHAHMSI IPEBHUX, YXKE JaBHO YMEPLIUX IEMOHOB, KOJITYHOB, BEIbM. 311€Ch
caMbl€ CUJIbHbIE 3aKJIMHAHUS TEMHBIX !

— Aaa... Tol Ipo 3TOTO Bapnoka! Hy ero-to s 3Hato... — ¢ BaKHbIM BUJ0M npousHecia Cons
U MPUHSIACh YCEPIHO U3y4aTh CTPAHUILY, CTapasiCh HE BCTPETUTHCS B3IVISIIOM C BEJTMKAHOM, 4TOO
TOT HE pacrno3Haj ee BpaHbsi. — M 4To 3TO 3a 3aKIMHaHUS?

— Hy pasnbie... IlepeBomomienus... OBnajeHue pa3symMoOM JIIOAEH LEJIOW CTpaHbI...
Tax HaunHaroTcst BoWHbI! MOXHO BHYIIUTD JIOISM KaKHe-HUOYIb AUKHE UJIEU, U T€ HAUMHAIOT
UX OCYILLIECTBIISITh, HECMOTPS HU Ha 4TO. 1 camu He MOHMMAIOT, YTO MOAUMHSIOTCS CUJIE IEMOHOB
Y 3aKJMHaHuio Bapioka.

— Kakas crpamnas kaura. .. — npodopmorana Cons. — M uro, 10001 MOKET B3SITh €€ U Ipo-
YUTaTh KaKOE-HUOY/Ib 3aKJIMHAHUE?

— Her, xoneuno! OHa xe cnpsarana. 5l ee oxpanso. Toabko s OJUH 3HAIO, IJIE€ OHA JICKMUT.
Hy eme u b1 Teneps... Ho, naxe ecnu Obl OHa Jexaia Ha BUJHOM MECTE, €€ BCE PaBHO HUKTO
HE CMOT OBI IPOYECTh, TOTOMY YTO B 3aKJIMHAHUSIX €CTh OMH TalHbIN BOJIIICOHBIN 3HAK, KOTOPBIH,
KpOMeE KOpPOJIsl, HUKTO HE 3HaJl. 3HAaHUE 3TOr0 3HAKa IEpeIaBajoCh TOJbKO B KOPOJIEBCKOM POY.
OOBIYHBIE IGMOHBI €T0 JIaXKe HEe BUIAT. A 0e3 TaHHOTO 3HAKA 3aKJIMHAHUS HE CPa0OTAIoT.

— 3HayuT, ceiyac 3To Oecrose3Hasi KHUTa, pa3 €€ HEBO3MOXKHO MPOYUTATH?

— Ilomy4aercs, 4To Tax.

TyT oHa 3ameTHia 3aKJIa/IKy, KOTOpas yIuIa IITyOOKO MEXIy CTpaHUI] KHUTH U, BO3MOXKHO,
HUYETO HE 3HAYMJIA, YUUTHIBASL CKOJBKO JIET, @ MOXKET OBITh, AECATUIETUI WIN Ja)ke BEKOB ATy
KHUTY HUKTO He OTKpbIBaji. COHs OTKpbUIA HY>KHYIO CTPaHHILy U CMEJIO, YBEPEHHAsI, YTO HUYErO
HE IIPOU30UJIET, ITpoUIa:

— «A BUTO COTP3 MU TPE...» — xakoe cmemHoe cnoBo « MU TPEy, «Marpénikay kakas-
T0, — Xuxuknyna Cous, — «4 BUTO COTPI MU TPE JKE®D» 1o 3Bykam Ha GpaHITy3CKHil S3BIK
MOX0XKe, Aa? — CIIPOCHJIAa OHA y CTpa)ka, HO TOT TOJIBKO MOXKaJl IIeYaMH.

Bapyr rae-to 3a npenenamu 3aj1a pas3ajics IpOMKHUI TPECK, TOTOM IIKUIIEHUE U HAKOHEL] TPO-
XOT TaKOM CUJIBI, YTO Ka3aJloCh, OyATO 3aMOK pa3BaiiuBaeTcs Ha yacTu. U pe3ko Bce ctuxiio. Tak xxe
HEOXKUJAHHO, KaK U Ha4aJloCh.

— ToI 4TO, 3HACITH, KAK POM3HOCUTCS TAHBIN 3HAK?!! — OIIapameHHo CpOCH BETHKaH.

— Her, g npocTo npounTasna o, 4To 3/1eCh HaIUCAHO. .. — IPUHSIACH OllpaBabIBaTbcst COHsL. —
Huxaxkoro TaitHOTO 3HaKa sl HE 3Ha10. 3/1eCh BCE HATMCAHO OOBIYHBIMU OykBaMu. Bot, mocmotpu! —
OHa npoTsiHyJIa pacKpbITYIO KHUTY CTPa)Ky, OH MEJIbKOM ITOCMOTPEI Ha CTPaHUILY, IOTOM TYT K€
noaHsuI B3 Ha CoHIo.

— Ho, moxosxe, cpabotano. Kakoe 3akirHaHue Tl TOJIBKO UTO npountana? s yero oHo?

— A s otkyna 31a10? [IpocTo OTKphLIa TaMm, I7e Jiexkalla 3aKkjiajKa, U MpouuTana.
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Ona ¢ TpeBoroil mocMoTpesia B KHUTY B IOUCKE Ha3BaHHs 3aKJIMHAHUS — BEIb BCETO
HECKOJIbKO MUHYT Ha3aJ| CTpaXk paccKa3blBasl TaKUE yXKachl. A BJIpyr OHa, caMa TOrO HE XKelas,
ceiiuac ycrpousia BoiiHy B cBoeM mupe? Ho B 7TOT MOMEHT OrpoMHas JBEPh MJIaBHO OTBOPHIIAC,
U B 3aJ1 BOILJIM KaKME-TO CTpaHHbIE JItoAU. TouHee, OMHU OBbLIM CTPAHHBIMH JIIOJIbMU, a JPyTHUe —
HEBOOOPa3MMbIMHU CYIIECTBAMH: CTPAIIHBIMH, KJIBIKACTBIMHU, C XBOCTaMH U poramu. U naxe Te,
KOTOPBIE UMEIN YeJI0BEYECKOE 00IMYbE, TOKE OBUIM MAJONPHUATHBI, OHU CTPEJISUIN 10 CTOPOHAM
3700HBIMH B3IJIS,IAMH, CIIOBHO BBIMCKHBast ceOe xkepTBy. COHSI HEBOJIBHO MOEKUIIACH, TIOACO3HA-
TEJbHO JKeJIasi CIPATATHCS OT 3TUX YKACHBIX CYILIECTB.

— He Goiics, — ckaszain cTpaxx ¥ BCTaJl BO BECh CBOIM OTPOMHBII POCT Ha Iy TH MEXY IyIOBHU-
mamu 1 Coned. OH CKaJl KyJIaKH, OITyCTHII TOJIOBY U, IJISIIIS HCTIOUIO0bS Ha COOPABIIYIOCS TOJITY,
IPUTOTOBUJICS IPUHATH yAap Ha ceOsl.

B 3ane HaBucna tummHa. Bapyr nmocpenu 3BEHSIIEH TUIIMHBI pa3falcs IIENOT, KOTOPBI
CTaHOBMJICSI BCE TPOMYE U IPOMYE:

— Crpax?..

— Hacneanuual..

— He MmoxeT ObITb. ..

— JloKanuch. ..

— Kakas oHa roHas. ..

— W1 xpacusas. ..

U Bcs Tonma, BBaNMBILIASICS B 3211, BAPYT OyxHYynach nepen Coneit Ha KoieHu. Bee: cTpaiinbie
Y HE OYEHb, TOJICTBIE U XYJIbI€, BBICOKHE U COBCEM KOPOTBILIKH, BOJIOCATHIE U KJIBIKACThIE — BCE OHU
CTOSUIM Ha KOJIEHSIX, IOKOPHO CKJIOHUB T'OJIOBBI, YBEILIAHHBIE POraMu, EPbsIMU, OOPOJIaBKAMH. . .

— Bo1 uto?!! — OT Heoxxkumannoctu CoOHs BKajlach B COIUHKY TpoHa. — Yero 3to oHH?.. —
pacTepsiHHO CIIPOCHJIA OHA y CTpaXKa.

OH noBepHYyJICS U yAUBIEHHO CMOTPEN Ha Hee, Kak OyATO BUJIET BIEPBLIE.

— OHM TIpU3HAIU B TeOE CBOIO KOPOJIEBY, — OTBETUJI CTPAXK, MOPAKEHHBIN CBOEH JOTaJKOM,
U TOXKE TPY3HO ynall Iepes] Hel Ha KOJIEHU, CKJIOHMB IOJIOBY U HE I €l B m1a3a.

— Her, ner, ner! — 3anporecroBana Consi 1 3amaxana pykamu. — Bel ommbnucs! S 3nech
coBepuIeHHO ciy4daiiHo! M BooO1ie, MHe 10Moii opa. ...

Tyt camas crapas — «Eii, HaBepHOE, IATh THICSY JIET. .. HY JIaJIHO, HE IISITh — YETBIPE. . . YETHIPE
¢ MoJ0BUHOI!» — Beapma nopomia k Cone.

CornyTas 4yTb JI1 HE M0I0JIaM, HACKBO3b MOPILMHUCTAs!, KAK CMOPIIEHHOE CYILIEHOE sI0JI0KO
u3 Habopa cyxopykToB. KproukoBaThlii HOC CBECHJICS IO CaMOM T'yObI, a TyObI O€3BOJIBLHO OTTO-
nelpuiiuch U Oontanuch. CKBO3b celble, ITIMHHbBIE, PEIKHE BOJIOCHl CHIIBHO NPOCBEUMBaja Koxa
TOJIOBBI, TOKPBbITasi 00poiaBKaMK U TEMHBIMU KOPUUHEBATHIMU ISITHAMU. Beabma nmpoTsiHyna Tpsi-
CYLIYIOCSI pyKY U TKHYJIa KPUBBIM MaJIbLEM B KHUTY:

— Kro npouen 3aknuHaHue? — NpUILypUB CBOM BBILBETIIUE OT CTAPOCTH U CTABIIME MOYTU
OenpIMHU V1333, CIIPOCHUIIA OHA POTUBHBIM CKPUITYYHUM rojocoM, 1 COHUH B3N]l TaK U MPUKIIE-
WIICS K €€ PTY, [11€ OAMHOKO TOpYaj OrPOMHBIN KPUBOH JKEITO-KOPUYHEBBIN KIIBIK.

—51... — poOko orBetuna CoHsl, OTBOAS B3IV OT €€ 3y0a.

— Hy xoneuHo... — Benpma noBepHynach K OCTAJIBHBIM JE€MOHaM M IPOCKpHIIENA: —
Kro 13 Bac mocmen nogymars, YTO 3TO MOT clienarh cTpax?!

— O, npoctu, Benukas Kxapynna! — nocislimancs roioc u3 TOJMbL.

Crapas BengpMa CHOBa oBepHYnach K COHE M yCTaBWIJIach Ha HEE CBOMMM OeNIbIMU IV1a3aMu,
CMOTPETH B KOTOPbIE ObUIO OYEHb TAKEIO.

— Mens 30ByT KxapyHnnpa. I — camas ApeBHAS BeAbMa M3 BCEX HBIHE JKUBYIIUX. KTO ThI
Y OTKY/Ia 3/1eCh MOsIBHIJIACh? — TPeOOBATEIHHO CIIPOCHUIIA OHA.

— 4 npunuia u3 mupa monaei, moe ums — Cogu, — orBetmiia CoHsl, cTapasich JAepKaTbecs
YBEPEHHO.

49



H. A. Yybaposa. «Codbs u LlapctBo TbMbi»

— Codu? — nepecnpocuia Kxapynna, Tpsicst ToyioBoid. — Thl Bepma?

— Ha, s Benpma. Ho 51 He Mory ObITh Bariel koposieBoii! XBaTUT ¢ MEHS U TOTO, KM 5 yiKe
SIBIISIIOCh. ..

— Ot TBOETO KENaHUS ITO HE 3aBUCUT. TOIBKO MOTOMOK KOPOJIEBCKON KPOBU MOT CIIPABUTHCS
C 3aKJISITHEM, KOTOPOE OBLJIO HA HAC HAJIOXKEHO. bosbllie HUKOMY HE JaHO YBUJIETh TalHbIN 3HAK, —
CKazajia OHa.

— Hy kakast u3 Mens xoponeBa? Bbl uto, BCce TyT ¢ yMa nocxoaunn? — BockiInkHysna CoHs.
Omna BcTasa ¢ TpoHa, OOKOM 000IIIIa CTapyXy, OCTOPOKHO, 4TOO CIIydaliHO HE 3a1€Th €€, — a TO
BAPYT OT IPUKOCHOBEHUS OHA Pa3BaJIMTCS, — M IOJOLIUIA K CTPAXKY, BCE TAK KE IOKOPHO CTOSIBIIEMY
Ha KOJICHSIX C OMyILIEeHHOM royioBoil. COHsl, OTBEpHYBILIKCH OT CTPAHHBIX CYILIECTB, IPUKOCHYJIACh
K €r0 pyKe U TUXO B3Moauiachk: — [lycTe oHU yHIYT. ..

— Koponesa xenaert, 4To0 BCce MOKUHYJIU €€ TPOHHBIH 3ai1! — TPOMKO MpophIYai CTpax, Moj-
HUMasICh C KOJIEH U Jiejasl lar B CTOPOHY TOJIIBI.

Cons 3akaTwiia Ia3a, B3J0XHyJa M MOKayaja rojoBOM, YCIbIXaB, KaK CTPa)k HAa3bIBAET €€
xoposeBoil. Ho ciioBa BenukaHa, Kak HM CTpaHHO, BO3bIMENU JEMCTBHE: TOJIA CTala MATUTHCS
Ha3aJ K BBIXOAY, IOKa Bce He yuuu. [TocieqHum mien crpax, OH TakKe COOMpaJICs OCTaBUTh
CoHI0 — CBOIO HOBYIO KOpPOJIEBY — OJIHY, KaKk oHa Toro noxenana. Ho Cons octaHoBUIIa €T0:

— Her, o1 ocTanbcesd. [Toxanyiicta. U cTpaxk mOCIyIIHO OCTAHOBUIICS.

— K10 o Takue? OTkyna onu B3suinch? Beab Thl TOBOPUIL, YTO 371€Ch HUKOT'O HET, — CIIPOCHUIIA
CoHs, Kora OHU OCTaJINCh BIBOEM.

— IloMHumIb, s MokaspiBal T€OE LIKATYJIOYKU, MO KOpoJjieBa? — CIIPOCHUII CTPax, OMYCTUB
B I10J1 I1a3a. — Tak BOT Thl TOJIBKO YTO CHsUIA 3aKJIATHE U BBIITYCTUJIA BCEX JEMOHOB Ha BOJIO.

— Huuero cebe... — Tuxo nmpodopmorana Consi, a rpomye nodasuia: — He cmeit Ha3bIBaTh
MeHs KOposieBoil! MBI Bellb Apy3b4.

— Kak nosernaenib, MOst KOPOJIEBa, — IOKOPHO OTBETUJI CTPAXK, CKJIIOHUB T'OJIOBY.

CoHs onATh Nokayasa roJIoBoi, BUJs, UTO €€ IPOChObl HU K YEMY HE ITPUBOJISAT.

— 51 mpocTto mpouuTana To, 4To OBLIO HAMMCaHO B KHUTE, — cKa3aja oHa. — [loBeps,
TaM He OBLJI0O HUYEeT0 HEOOBIYHOTO, HUKAKUX TaWHBIX 3HaKOB. B MoeM Mupe 1000 epBOKIACCHUK
cMor ObI 3TO MPOoYUTaTh. Tak 4TO, MOTYYaeTCs, BCE OHU — MOTOMKH KOPOJIEBCKOW KPOBU?

— 51 He Mory cka3aTb 3a BCEX TBOMX IE€PBOKJIACCHUKOB, BO3MO)KHO, OHU TOXE BEJIUKHE
JIEMOHBI, HO TO, YTO Thl CHSJIA 3aKJISITHE, — 3TO BCE BUJEIIH.

310 OBUT (DAKT, U C ITUM CIIOPUTH OBIIIO OECIIONE3HO.

— A moyeMy OHM Bce Takue crpamHbie? — cripocuina CoHsl mociie HeOObIION May3bl.

— B npyrux Mupax oHH MOTYT IPUHUMATH Pa3IHYHbIe 00pa3bl JIOEH WIIH KUBOTHBIX, YTOO
HE BBIJIEJSTHCS B TEX MECTHOCTSX, B KOTOpBIE MONAAA0T, a 3[€Ch OHU B TOM BUJE, KAKUMH HX
co3jaja npupo/a. 31ech Mbl He MOXKeM IpUTBOPSITHCS. LlapcTBo ThbMBI — 3TO Takoe MeCTO, T/I€ BCE
CTaHOBATCS caMu co00il. CTpaliHble 31€Chb HE MOTYT CTaTh KPACUBBIMHU, a 3JIbI€ — T0OPBIMH.

Comns nocMotpena Ha crpaxa. Hy na, oH Toxe KOria-To Ka3ajcs € CTpalHbIM U YXKAaCHbIM,
[I0Ka OHa He y3Haja ero nomayuiie. [lomyyaercs, BHEIIHOCTH €111€ HU O YEM HE TOBOPUT?

— Hy 3aro teneps TeGe OymyT Beceno U He OAMHOKO, — ynbIOHyIach COHS, — BE/Ib ThI XOTEI
3Toro?

— Jla, Mosi... — mpousHec cTpaxk, Ho CoHst mepeduiia ero:

— Tax! [laBail qoroBopumMcs, 4TO Mbl MO-IpexHEMY OyleM Ipy3bsiMH, Kak OyATO HUYEro
He Tpousoluio, JaaHo? Y ne naszpiBaii MeHs koposesoit! A — Codu.

— JlanmHO, — OTBETHII CTPaX, CKPUBHII CBOIO (PUPMEHHYIO YIBIOKY H C SSBHBIM YIOBOJIbCTBUEM
HU3KHUM roocoM moBTopmt: — Codwu. ..

—Hy BoT u oiimuno! — OHa ¢ o61er4eHneM B30XHYIa, KaK Oy/ITO BHITTOTHHIIA TSHKEIICHIITY IO
paboTty. — A ceifuac MHE U IIpaB/ia opa J0MOH.
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Benukan ocTOpo:XHO, 4TOO HE MOBPEAMTD, B35l KHUTY, JIEXKAIYI0 Ha TPOHE, MOJIOXKUI €€
HA MOJCTaBKYy B MOTAHOW KOMHATE U 3aKPbLI ABEPD.

— Ho Tl %e npuzaenis cHoBa? — ¢ HAAEKIOW CIIPOCUI OH.

— Koneuno, npuny, — yneionynace CoHsl, — mo4emy ThI CIIPAIIuBACIIh?

— S1 momyman, BAPYT ThI PEUIMIIB, YTO TENIEPh MHE yKe OyJeT He CKy4HO, ¥ OOJIbIIe HE PH-
Jeulb. ..

— Her, s npuny. Benp Ml ke Apy3bsl.

— S Oyny xnatb Tebs... Codu. ..
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Mmasa 5. Ctpawwuna — nob6necTHbIX BOUH

Pa3noxuB Ha crone yueOHHKH, COHS MOMBITANACh COCPEIOTOUUTRCS Ha JJOMAIIHEM 33/1aHUH.

Maio Toro uTo 3aBTpa MECTh YPOKOB U 110 BCEM 33/1aHO, TaK €IlIe ¥ KOHTPOJIbHAS 10 anredpe,
kotopyto copBanu [llaxuna u CemeHoBa, He 6e3 ee — COHMHOTO — TaifHOTO yuacTus. COHs Becelno
yCMEXHY/ach, BCIIOMHUB TOT ypoK. Jla, 3To Obu10 mpukoiibHO. Teneps 9Ta napovka Ha10JIro 3aroM-
HUT, KaK HaJl HUMU cMesiicsl Bech kiacc. CoHs mocTapajiach celaTh Cephe3HOe JTUI0 U BHUMA-
TEJIbHO MPOYUTATh TeMY B yueOHHKe. OHAa MENbKOM B3IIISIHYJIA Ha 3€pKayio, HO, TYT K€ OTOTHAaB
ot ce0st Mpichb 0 [lapcTBe ThbMbI, CHOBa YTKHYNACh B Y4eOHUK. J[71s1 HAIe)KHOCTH OHA Jaxke MOj-
nepsa rojloBy pyKaMu, CIIETIHB MajbI[bl TAKUM 00Pa30M, UTO MOTYUHUIICS HEKHM KO3BIPEK, MEIIal0-
muii et cMoTpeTh BOKpyr. CoHs unTana naparpadg, 0co3HaBasi, 4YTO COBEPIICHHO HE BHUKAET B TO,
4yTO TaM HarucaHo. Bee ee mpicnu Obutn 0 L{apcTBe ToMbl 1 0 Benukane. C KaabIM pa3oM el Hpa-
BUJIOCH OBIBAaTh TaM Bce Oonbliie u Oonbie. K Tomy e Buepa Tam Takoe npousonuio! Bot Toiabko
YTO el Teneph JIeaTh ¢ 3TUM €€ HOBBIM 3BaHuEM KopoJieBbl? Uem BoOoOIIIe 3aHUMAIOTCS] KOPOJIEBHI?
Hocst xopony? M3znaror ykassl? Kak Bce-Taku ygauHO MOJYYHIIOCH, YTO OHA MpOYUTaIa BYEpa
3axnuHanue! Tenepsb y cTpaka ecTh Apy3bs, Tenepb OH Oolblie He OAMHOK. IHTepecHo, Kak TaM
nena?.. nm Bce 3TO TONBKO MPUCHUIOCK?.. BoT OBl X0Th Ha yacuk Tyna cOerarb!.. Het, ceituac
HUKaK Helb3s yWTu: foma u Haramika, u Mmama. A 4rto, eciu...

— Beap Haiinana kak-To BHyIana MeIciu! — BIPYT BOCKIUKHYJAa COHS U TYT K€, OTIOMHHB-
HIKCh, 3a)Kalia ce0e POT PyKoil M MpUCTyIIanach K 3ByKaM 3a fpenenamu komHartsl. [Toxoxe, 4To ee
BOCKJIMI[AHHE HUKTO HE 3aMETHII.

— Tak... Haitnana nerom BHymImiaa BceMy ceMelcTBY MBaHa, 4TO €ro Hy>KHO OTHPaBUTh
K 0alyike, — y»e IIEeNoTOM paccyxaaia oHa. — Kak ona 3to caenana?.. — CoHsl cocpenoToun-
Jach M Jaxke 3aKphlia Iias3a s HajexHocTH. — Harama, Tede cpouHo HYKHO YUTH... 3-3-3...
k nogpyxke! Jla, k Karbke, ¢ KOTOpo¥i BBl BMECTE yUUTECh! Y Bac O4€Hb BaKHBIN pa3roBop. CpoyHO
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YUTH K IIOAPYKKE. .. CPOYHO yUTH K Kare... BbI JOrOBOPWINCE. .. O4EHBb BayKHBIM Pa3roBOp... OHA
TEOS KAET. ..

— Mam! — nocaeimancs ronoc Haramm, u CoHst 3amepna B 0KHJIaHUM, HABOCTPUB YIIH. —
S Benw coBcem 3a0bi1a! MHE HykHO cpouHO yoexkats k Kare! S Henagonro. A To Mbl ¢ HEil 10T0-
BapUBAJIHCE. ..

— Jla, unu, KOoHeYHO, — 0TOo3BasIach Mama, M COHs, IPUCITYIINBAsCh U3 CBOCH KOMHATHI K X
pasroBopy, pajoCTHO MOTEpIIa JTa0HH.

— OmuuHo, — npoiuenTana oHa. — Tenepb Mama. .. Tak... Mama, Thl O4€Hb XOUEILIb OTYJISAThH
¢ Cameii... Hy u uTo, 4TO yXe Beuep, Thbl BCE pAaBHO OYEHb XOUEUIb. ..

Cons cuzena u, 3aKpblB I1a3a, OyOHMIIA CBOE€ BHYILIEHHUE, KaK BAPYT IBEPb B €€ KOMHATy
OTKPBLUIACh M HA TIOPOTe NIOKa3ajach ofeTast B MaibTo MaMa ¢ CaHbKOW Ha pyKax.

— CoHs1, MBI TIO¥11EM BO JABOPE MOTYIISIEM, 3a0/IHO ATy BCTPETHM. MOXET, Thl C HAMU?

— Her, MHE ypokoB MHOTO 3a7aHO, — oTBeTHIIa COHSL.

JIBepnb 32 HUMU 3aKpbu1achk. COHsI, CTapasicCh HE TEPATh HA CEKYH/Ibl, BCKOYHJIA, CIIOTHIKASCH,
noOerxasa 3a KpOCCOBKaMH M HAacIleX HATSHYJIa UX Ha HOTH, HE TPaTsl BpeMs Ha 3aBS3bIBAaHHE LITHYP-
KOB. BTOporsix 3amyTanacek B IIENOYKe OT MEAATbOHA M TaK M HE CMOIJIA KaK CIEAYeT OTUEINHTh
€e OT BOJIOC, TIOATOMY €H MPHIIUIOCh HAarHYThCS, YTOO MPHIIOKHUTHh MENaiboH K pame. Hakoner,
OHa MpoIUIa B JPyrod MUp, a TOYHEE, MEPEro3ia, IOTOMY YTO 3aCTpsBIIAs B BOJIOCAX IETOYKA
TaK ¥ HE TI03BOJIAJIA € BHIIPSMUTHCS.

Tonbko B TpoHHOM 3aj1€ COHSI CMOTJIa HAJIETh MEIaTbOH 00paTHO Ha IICI0 U YkKe ObLIO COOH-
pasiack 0eXaTh K BBIXO/Y, KaK 4TO-TO €€ OCTaHOBMJIO. OHA CMyTHO YTO-TO MOYyBCcTBOBasa. Omac-
HocTh? COHSl HacCTOpOXKUJIach. MeUIEHHO OHA MOJOLIUIA K TPOHY, CJIOBHO XOTeJa HATH 3alUTy
3a ATOM KaMeHHOHW TIbIOO, M ocMoTpenack. YTo-to He Tak. OHa Kak OyITo KOXKEH 4JyBCTBO-
BaJIa PSIJIOM Ybe-TO MPUCYTCTBHE, Kak Oy[ITO yIOBWIA Ha cebe YbK-TO B3N CTapasch Aenarhb
KaK MOYKHO MEHbIIIE ABIKEHHIA, YT00 HE TIPUBIIEKATh K cebe BHuManue, COHsI MPUCTAIBHO BIJISIIbI-
BaJIaCh B TEMHOTY. BOKpyT O/1Ha 32 IpyTOM MOCTETIEHHO CTAJIH 325KUTaThCsI CBEYH, 0CBOOOXKAast 3aJ1
OT ThbMBIL. BIpyT 3 yriia nosBUINCh, OTISTUBIINCEH OT OOIIEH ThMBI, IBE MaJICHbKUE YEPHBIC TCHH.
Onu cranu ObICTPO MPHUOIMKATHCS, U3JaBasi TPOMKHE IIIJICTIKH T10 TIONY, ITOKa HEe BBIIUIMA Ha CBET
¥ HE OKA3aJIMCh CTPAHHBIMU XKHUTEISIMA TEeMHOTO IIAPCTBA. «3HAYUT, 5l BCE ATO HE BbIIyMaJsa, U MHE
BCE ITO HE MPHUCHWIOCHY, — noaymana CoHs, A Ha CBOMX HOBBIX TMOJIJAHHBIX, PyXHYBIIUX
nepesn Heil Ha KosteHu. OHM TOXOAWIIH Ha JIFONIeH 1 Ha )OHE MPOYMX KITBIKACTBIX-XBOCTATHIX BBITIIS-
nenu Oonee-meHee 6€300MHO. J[IMHHBIE TEMHBIE BOJIOCHI ObUIM COOpAaHbI B MPUUYJIUBbIE MTPU-
YECKH, COCTOSIIIIUE U3 MHOKECTBA KOCHYEK, OTUICTAIOIINX X CKIIOHEHHBIC TOJIOBBI. YIUBUTEIHLHO
OnemHast KOka KOHTPACTUPOBAJIa ¢ YEPHBIMU BOJIOCAMH, HO ATOT KOHTPACT HE MOPTHJI BHEITHETO
BUa Bomenmux. Mx 1maza ObUTM MMOKOPHO OITYIICHBI B TOJI, © HEOOBIYAHO JJTMHHBIC PECHUIIBI
JOXKWIACH TeHSIMHU Ha mieku. OeTsl OHM ObUTM HEOOTaTo — B IJIATHS M3 MPOCTON TKaHH, JJTMHHBIC
pyKaBa MOJHOCTBIO CKPBIBAJIM PYKH BMECTE C MaIbI[aMH1, a FOOKH 3aKPbIBAJIM HOTH IO IISAT — OJHA
U3 HUX JIepKajia B pyKax YepHbI CBEPTOK.

— Kro Bb1? UtO Bam HY)HO? — cripocmiia CoHsl, cTapasich MPUIATh TOJIOCY CTPOTOCTh, YTOO
OHH HE MOJyMaJId, YTO OHA OOUTCH UX.

— Mp1 Hu3mKe nemonunbl. Ham BeneHo npuciyxuBarh Tede, 0 koposeBa!l — XOpoM HEOXKH-
JAHHO-XPUTUIBIMH TOJIOCAMH OTBETHIIN TPUOBIBIINE.

— Kem Beneno?

— Hamelr xo3s11Kk0oN — Benukou BeapMoN KxapyHI0H, — MOCIYIIHO OTBETHJIM JAEMOHMIIBL,
HE MMOHUMAS TJ1a3.

— Kak Bac 30ByT? — CoHs1, OCMeJeB, BBIILIA U3-3a TPOHA.

— Ka, — onsiTh XOpOM OTBETHIIN IEMOHHUIIBI.

—Ka? O6eux, uro nmu? — yausuiachk COHSl U C COMHEHHEM ITPUCMOTPENIACh K 3TOW apouKe —
YK HE LIy TSIT JIM OHHU. — A €CITH Bac ABOMX HYXXHO 103BaTh, TO «Ka, Ka», uto mm?
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— Jla, — KpOTKO OTBETHJIN JE€MOHUIIBI.

Cons npezacraBuiia, Kak 30BET MX, U MPBICHYJA CO CMEXY, HO TYT K€ 3aKpblUla POT PYKOH,
YTOO HE MOKA3aThCsI HEBEKIUBOM.

— Jla Bcranbre yxe! CKOJIBKO MOYKHO CTOATH HA KOJEHSX?

[pucnyxuuuel no umenu Ka nocmymno Beranu. OHU 0Ka3anuch HEOOJBIIOTO pOCTa U €1Ba
noxonunu Cone 1o mieda. OHa Tenepb CMOINIA JIy4llle pacCMOTpETh UX. JleMoHMIbI ObUN OfU-
HAaKOBble, KaK Onu3Helbl. PecHuIpl Ha ONYLIEHHBIX BEKaX M IpaBia ObUIM OYEHb JJIMHHBIE,
HO He rycThie. Kporeunslii, akkyparHblii Hocuk. He6o1b110#i poT KpacuBO#, MpaBUIIbHOM (POPMEL.
«Bnonne cumnaruyHblie 1eMOHMIbI. Eciii Obl HE UX CTpaHHBIE T0JIOCA, TO ObUIM Obl OYEHB JaXKe
MUJIBIMUY, — ntogymaia CoHsl.

— Y10 3T0 Y TEO4 B pyKax? — Cpocuia OHa, KUBHYB Ha YEPHBIA CBEPTOK.

— DT0 m1arke Juist KOposieBsl, — npoxpunena Ka, — HaMm BesieHO 00s1aunuTh KOPOJIEBY, Kak el
u nonaraetcs. Mnaue Kxapynna Oynet HenoBobHA HAMH.

— He nyxHO. MeHs ycTpanBaeT Most 01€K1a. S TOPOILTIOCH.

— O xopozneBa, cxanbcsi! — O6e Ka cHoBa Opocunuch eif B Horu. — Kxapynna Oyzner oueHb
THEBAThCA. . .

— Hy-ka, moxasxu, BO 4TO BbI XOTUTE MEeHsI 0011aunTh, — COHA B3s71a 00EMMHU PyKaMU CBEPTOK
3a Kpaellek U noaHsuia. Jlerkast TkaHb BOJHOW CKaTWiach U3 PyK JEMOHUIBI U OKa3ajlach JJIMH-
HBIM II1aTbeM. — YTO %, MOXKET ObITh, IJIaThe OOJIbIIIE MOAXOIUT JIJIsl KOPOJIEBBI, YEM CIIOPTUBHbBIE
mrassl. JlaaHo, Tak yx U ObITh, OOavaiiTe.

[IpucnyxHuipl 06paloBaHHO MOJCKOYMIIN U 3aKaTajld pPyKaBa Ha CBOUX IUIAThsIX, OOHAXKas
CTpallHbIE )KYTKO BOJIOCAThIE PYKU ¢ KpUBbIMU Nasiblamu. «Bot Tede n Ka-Kay», — nonymana Cons,
HEBOJIPHO COAPOTHYBIIMCH OT MPUKOCHOBEHUS OJTHOM U3 IEMOHMII. A OHU TEM BPEMEHEM YMEIO
HaTaHyau Ha COHIO IUIaThe MPSMO MOBEPX €€ OJCK/Ibl U MPUHSINCH JIOBKO MPUOUPATh €€ BOJIOCHI,
pacuechbiBasi UX BIPYT HEU3BECTHO OTKY/a MOSIBUBLIEHCS pacuecKoil, 3amieTaTb TOHKHE KOCHUYKH,
HeperyeTarb X B MPUUYUIUBYIO IpUYecKy. JleMOHuULbI ObICTPO, KaKk OEJIKH, CYEeTUINCh BOKPYT
Conu, 1 He ycrnena oHa yTOMHUTbCs, Kak 00e Ka yke cHOBa cTosuu nepej Hell, HOKOPHBIE, C OIy-
IIICHHBIMHU PECHULIAMU U CO CIIYLICHHBIMU pyKaBaMH, CIIPSITAB CBOM CTPAILIHbIE PYKH.

— Bcee? — yauBuiiace Consl.

— Jla, Mosl KOpoJieBa, — XOPOM ITPOXPHUIIENN JEMOHHUIIBL.

OpHa U3 HUX OPOTSIHYJIa HEOOJBLIOE 3€pKajo, B3ATOE, BUIUMO, OTTY/A K€, OTKyAa U pac-
yecka. COHsl IOCMOTpEJIa Ha CBOE OTPAKEHUE M XMBIKHYJIA, YAUBJICHHAs, YTO TAKUMU KPUBBIMU
PYKaMu MOXHO COTBOPUTH Takoe MPOM3BEICHUE UCKYCCTBA. Ee BOIOCHI OBUIN M3SIITHO YIOKEHBI
B IMBHYIO NPUYECKY, JOCTOWHYIO KOoposieBbl. COHs yIBIOHYIAaCh, a TMPUCITY>KHHUIIB! BBLIOXHYIN
C SIBHBIM 00JIETYEHHEM, BU/IS, UTO UX CTapaHus NOHpaBuUiIKch. OHU, HE 3aKaThIBasl pyKaBOB, IPSIMO
yepes3 TKaHb B3suti COHIO 32 PYKH U MTOJBEINHN K OOJIBIIOMY 3€pKally, 4TOO OHA CMOTJIa YBUICTD CEOst
BO BeCh pocT. Jla, U3 3epKajia Ha HEee CMOTpea HacToAast KopojieBa TbMbl. IMEHHO Takoil OHA
BUJIeNa ce0s B T€X BUJCHUSAX.

— Mue HpaBuTtcs! — uckpense ckazana CoHsl, yabIOHYBILIKCE.

JleMOHHUILIbI HUYEro HE OTBETUJIN, OHHU CTOSUIN TakK 7K€, IOKOPHO OITyCTHUB IOJIOBHI U IV1a3a.

— Hy Bce? S nomna? — Ha Besikuil citydail yroununa CoHsl.

— Jla, most koponeBa, — orBeTviH XopoM Ka u Ka, 1 TyT 00e momHsm Ha Hee B3I,

CoHs B3apOrHysia OT HEOXKHUJIAHHOCTH M CcJelaja 1ar Ha3ajl. bonbline, KpacHble, CIOBHO
HaJIUTbIE KPOBBIO, INla3a Bcesuid yxkac. Jla, 3To ObUIM HAcTOSILME IJIa3a TEMHBIX JEMOHOB.
OHu cpazy MEHsUIU MUJIOBUHOE, KPOTKOE BHIPAKEHUE JIUL IPUCTYKHUI] Ha XUILHOE, KaX1ylllee
KpoBHU. J[eMOHHUIIBI OyATO 3aCTECHSIINCHh U CHOBA OIYCTHJIM IJ1a3a B TOJ, MPHUKPBIBIIUCH TEHBIO
JUIMHHBIX, PEIKUX, KaK CTPEJIbI, PECHULI.

Cons mouuia K BbIXOMY, @ CTPaHHBIE JEMOHUIBI OCTAINCh CTOATh Ha MecTe. Bosne nBepu
Cons omIsIHYNaCh, HO B 3aJi€ YK€ HUKOTO HE OBLIO.
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Cons 1112 110 TyHHEIN0, Bce AyMasi o ctpanHbiX Ka u Ka, monociansbix, 4To0 HapsKaTh ee.
Beliias Ha yaully, oHa BAPYT OCTaHOBUJIACH, TOPAKEHHAs! U3MEHEHHUSIMU, ITPOU30LIEIIIIMMH BCETO
3a onHy Houb ¢ [{apctBoM TeMbl. Her, 31€ch no-nipeskHeMy ObLIO CyMpadHO, /1a U TYMaH OCTaJICs
Ha MEeCTe, U KPHUBBIE JE€PEBbs, KOHEUHO K€, HUKY/la HE JEJIMCh, HO MOSIBUIOCHh HEYTO TAKOE...
Kuznb! [ToBcrony Oblna cyeTa, IBUKEHHE, IIIyM, pa3roBopbl. CKBO3b TyMaH CpeH 1€PEBLEB BUJI-
HEJIUCh CTpaHHbIE JOMUKHU. HekoTopbie ObLTH MOX0KH HAa OTPOMHEBIE ITHH, IPYTHE — HA THTAHTCKHE
TpUOBI ¥ TOJBKO OTAAJICHHO HAIIOMUHANN KHJIBE, a TPEThU OBUIN BIIOJHE ce0e MPHINYHBIC JI0Ma,
HO KaKHe-TO CKa304HbIE, YTO JIH.

XKuzep B llapctBe Tebmbl Temeph Owmia kimrouoM. M gake MpadHas Imorona, KOTOpas,
kak noHsuta CoHst, OBIBAET 371€Ch MOCTOSIHHO, HE MOPTHJIIA ATOTO OIIyIIeHHs Ku3HH. COHsI oTIIsie-
J1aCh, JOBOJIBHAS, UTO K ’TOMY B KAKOW-TO MEPE — AaXKe HE B KAKO-TO, @ B CAMOM CYILIECTBEHHOM —
IpUYacTHA U OHA.

Crpaxa nobmu3octu He ObUT0. B 3TOM 1IymMe HEBO3MOXHO OBIJIO pa3iIMYUTh HH €TO phlya-
I rOJI0C, KOTOPBIH €11le BUepa TaK BbIAEISICS B [TOJHOM TUILIMHE, HU TPOMKHE I11ard, OT KOTOPBIX
corpsicanach 3emiis. CoHs MolIa Mo NnecyaHou JOPOXKKE B MOMCKax cTpaxa. Bee, kro monanancs
ell Ha My TH, pacKJIaHUBAIIUCH NIepe]] Heil. 1o oueHb cMy1ano CoHro. OHa HETOBKO KMBaJla B OTBET
U poOKo ynbIOanack, HE 3Has, YTO HYXKHO JIeNlaTh, KaK BEIyT ceOs B TAKOW CHUTYAI[MH HACTOSIINE
KoposeBbl. OHa Mompasysyia PyKoOil BOJOCH U IUIAThE, NEPEXKUBAsi, TaK JU OHA XOPOIIO BBIMIIfA-
JIUT, KaK BUJI€Ia B OTPAXXEHUH, HE pacTpernasach JIu e Ipruuecka U He MOMsUIOCH Jin TuiaThe. Benp
Tenepb OHa JOJKHA BBIISJIETh KaK MOA00AaeT KOpOJIEBE, HE 3ps KE €€ MOAJIAHHBIE BOJHYIOTCS
¥ 3200TSTCS O ee BHEIIHEeM BHJIe. BOoH nake crapas moureHHast BenpMa KxapyHnnaa mo3adorunack
Y OTIIpaBHJIA K HeW AByX Ka B momors.

CoHns gouuia 10 MOJSIHBL, KyAa OAHAXKAbI IPUHEC €€ CTPaX, KOIja y Hee Oblia MOBPEXIeHa
Hora. 371ecb, B O€3JII0IHOM MECTe, BAAJIU OT CyeThl U IllyMa, OHa, KaK M O)Kujana, oOHapyxuia
BenvkaHa. OH cUel Mo BBICOKUM JIEPEBOM, 3alyMUMBO IS Ky/1a-TO BJajlb, U TaK ObUI yBIIEUEH
CBOMMHM MBICIIIMHU, YTO JIaXKe He 3aMeTu1, kak COHs MoJolia K HEMY U CeJla PSJIOM.

— O gem TBI gyMaenb? — cycTs BpeMs cripocuiia CoHsl, KOTOpOH HAZ0€JI0 MOTYAaTh.

— A? — CJIOBHO OYHYJICS BEJIUKAH U YIUBIEHHO TOCMOTpEII Ha Hee. — Tak... HU O YeM...

— Te1 rpycTHbIi. Wnu TBI HE paj, YTO TENEpPh HE OAMH 31€Ch?

— Koneuno, pan, — oTBeTHII cTpak 6€3 0c000i paJoCTH B rojioce.

— Tak nouemy >xe cuauuIb TyT B oiuHOUYecTBe? — yauBmiIachk CoHsl.

— HaBepHoe, puBbIK, — OTBETUJI CTPaXK U TPYCTHO YJBIOHYJICS KPACLIKOM I'y0.

— He ny»HO npuBbikath K oguHouecTBy! — CoHs moackounia Ha Horu. — Mau k avum! Benp
y TeO0s JK€ €CTh CpeAU HUX JIpy3bsi? Thl ¥ TaK CIUIIKOM JIOJITO CUJET TYT OJIMH.

— Her y mens npyseit. 4 xe cTpax, a OHU KOJIIyHbI. MBI U3 pa3HBIX COCIOBUI, MBI HE MOXKEM
ApykuThb. Ternepp BOT U ThI CTajla KOPOJIEBOM... J[ake BBIIAAMILG TEIEph KaK KOPOJIEBA... TaK
BEJIMYECTBEHHO!

—Hy 1 uro? 910 Bce mynoctu. CeroaHs KOpoJieBa, a 3aBTpa yxe He koposieBa. 1 aTo miiaree,
¥ TIpUYecKa — Bce 3T0 epyHa. Tem Oosiee B MOeM MUpE s OOBIYHAS IEBOYKA, HUKAKasi HE KOPOJIeBa.
Tam gake HUKTO HE IOTAABIBACTCS, YTO MEHS 3/1€Ch TaK Ha3bIBaIOT. U st He X049y, 4TOO ThI OTHOCHIICS
KO MHE Kak K KoposieBe. S Obl ake Oblia pajia, eciia 0 Bce 3T0 ObLI0 HempaBoi. Benb Mbl ¢ TOOOH
TaK 3aMe4aTeIbHO JPY>KUJIH, TI0KAa HUYErO 3TOT0 HE CIIYyYHIIOCH.

— Ho aro npaBna. 1 yxe HUYero He U3MEHUTH. Thl KOPOJIEBA, a MBI BCE — TBOU TOJJAHHBIE
Y JOJDKHBI TEOSI CITyIIaThCS.

— Torna naBaii cienmaeM Bu, 4To 3TO Urpa. Kak Oynro Mbl ¢ TOOOM UTrpaeM B UTPY, TAE 51 KOPO-
JeBa, a Tbl cTpax. Ho npu 3ToM MbI py3bs, ¥ 3TO BaXKHEE, YEM KAKHE-TO UIPbI, 3BAHUSI U TUTYJIBL.

— aBaii. Torna s Oymy Te0st OXpaHsTh, a ThI Oy/IelIb CUJETh Ha TPOHE H IIOBEJIEBATh, — yCMEX-
HYJICSI CTPaX.

— Ara, u Oyny nmonnuceBath pasHble ykassl «KoponeBa Codwu Ilstnaamaras!
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— IMouemy nsaTHamaTas? Y Hac emie He ObLI0 KopoJieB ¢ uMeHeM Codu, Tak 4TO ThI TIEpBas.

— Hy, 3naunT, nepas. — CoHsl HaKJIOHUJIACh, TOA0Opasa BETKY U BbIBEJA €10 HA MECKE pa3-
MAIUCTYIO TIOAIMTUCH, TOCTABUB KyAPSBYIO 3aKOPIOUKY.

Crpaxk rpOMKO paccMesics..

— To1 uero cmeenibes? — cupocuiia CoHs.

— CMeIrHo NHIIenib, — XOXOTHYJ BETHKAH.

— Eme nemsBecTHO, y Koro moanuck cmemHee. Hy-ka, mocraBp cBoro, — COHS MPOTSHYIA
BETKY, CTPaXk HEJIOBKO B35UI €€, 3aTeM, Jake NMPUKYCHB KOHUYHMK S3bIKA OT CTapaHUs, MEIJICHHO
HapHUCOBaJ Ha NIECKE KPECT.

— [Houemy TbI cTaBumb kpecTHK? Pa3Be Tl HEe yMeeb MOANHUCHIBATLCS ? — ynuBuiachk CoHsI.

— He ymero, — yrproMo OTBETUJI BEJIMKAH, — CTPa)Ky HE MOJIOKEHO 3HATH OYKBBI.

—I'mynoctu! Hy xT0 Te6e cka3ain Takyro epyHay? HUKTO HUKOMY HE MOXKET 3alpEeTUTh 3HAThH
OyKBbI U YMETb UUTATh U UcaTh. BoT kak Te0s 30ByT? S celiuac Hanuiry TBoe UMsl. — COHSI TOIBKO
ceifuac MmoHsIa, 9TO HE 3HAET €r0 MIMEHH, YTO 30BET €r0 TaK JKE, KaK M BCE, IIPOCTO «CTPaX», 4TO OHA
BOOOIIIE MaJjIo 4yTO Mpo Hero 3HaeT. OHa mogoOpana BETKy, crpedia B 0XanKy MO0 CBOETO JIHH-
HOTO IJIaThsl, 3aTEM, 3aKaB €r0 MEX]y KOJIEHEH, MpHUcesia Ha KOPTOYKU U 3aCThbUIa HAJl TecYaHOU
JIOPOXKKOM C BETKOH B pyKe, KaK ¢ KapaHJalloM HaJl JJUCTKOM Oymaru, B OKUIaHUHN OTBETA CTPaXa.
Ho on momuan. CoHst, Tak U HE JOKIABIIUCH OTBETA, IOIHSIIA HA HETO BOIIPOCUTENBHBIN B3TIIS
U TIepeclpocuia ele pas:

— Hy? Kto TBI?

— S crpax.

— Crpax — 310 TBOs pabdota. [Ipodeccus To ectb. A UMA-TO y TeOS €CTh?

— CTtpaxy HE MOJIOKEHO UMHL. ..

— Kak 310? — ynuBunacs Consi. — Bcem nonoxxens! umena. Benp kak-to Te0s 30ByT. Kak k
Tebe oOpamaroTcs? «H, Thl, UAN CIOA», YTO JIn?

— Hert: «Crpax, uau cronay.

— M-paa... BepBbie BIXKY, YTOO HE OBUIO UMEHH... [lake y KOIIEeK ecTh MMeHa. A 3Haellb
yto? JlaBaii nagum tede nms!

Crpaxx Moya OCMOTpEJl Ha Hee U ycMexHyncs, a CoHs, MoJIHas PEIIMMOCTH, BCKOUYMIIA
Ha HOTW ¥ MPHUHSJIACh XOIUTHh BOKPYT HEro Kpyramu. To W JeJ0 OHa OCcTaHaBIMBaIach, Opocas
HE CTpaka OI[CHUBAIONINE B3IJISIbI, HAKPYYHBaja Ha Tajell Mpsiib BOJIOC Yy BUCKA, COBCEM 3a0bIB,
YTO TOJBKO YTO €1 ClIeNai NIMKAPHYIO KOPOJIEBCKYIO MIPHUYECKY, TepeOnia B 3alyMUNBOCTH HIXK-
HIOIO TYOY, OIlyCKajia B3IJIsI/I B 3eMJII0, OOpMOTaJia 4TO-TO M CHOBA Jiefiajia eile oauH kpyr. Ctpax
¢ JIF0OONBITCTBOM Ha0MI0/1aM 32 HEMl.

— HyxHO Takoe umsi, 4T06 OHO caMO TOBOPHUIIO O TeOe, Beb MPaBUIILHO ke?

— A gto roBoput o Tebe umsi Codpu? — HauBHO ycTaBUBIIKCH HA COHIO, CIIPOCHIT CTPAK.

— Hyy... s ne 3nat0. He s xe ceds HazpiBana. M BooOIe, Mbl ceiiyac KOMy UMS IPUTYyMbI-
BaeM? MHe niu tebe?

— MHe... — TOKOPHO OTBETHUJI CTPAX U CMEIIHO MOIKaJ TYOBI.

— 3HauuT, TaK... IMs JOKHO nepenaBaTh CyTh, a €11€ OHO JOHKHO MPUHAAJIEKaTh KaKOMY-
TO no0necTHOMY BouHy. Benp Tbl — noOnectHblil Boun? TeGe He MPUCTaO HOCUTh MM KaKoii-
HUOYyAb KO3SIBKU. Taak... cTpax... cTpax... — OHa 3aJyMYMBO OCMOTpEJIA Ha BEIUKaHa, Y HEro
OBLT )KYTKHI BUJI, HE 3psl OHA TaK UCITyTajach, yBUIEB €ro B MEpBbIi pa3. CTpauHblil mipam mnepe-
ceKas BCIO JIEBYIO 4acThb €ro JIMLA, MCKaXkas Ivia3 U ryObl, JieBas CTOpOHaA JMla ObUla y)KacHa,
OH Ka3aJiCsl JKECTOKUM yOMHIEH C TSDKKUM Ipy30M IPECTYIUIEHUH, JaBSAIIMM Ha HEro C Takou
CWJIOH, YTO OH TO M JI€JIO OIyCKasl rojioy. Ho eciyu mocMoTpeTs Ha HEro cnpasa, TO OH KaszaJics
OOJIbIIMM, HAMBHBIM PEOCHKOM C YAMBICHHBIM B3MISAOM. ET0 BCKIIOKOYEHHBIE BOJIOCHI IIBETA
MeIM, MOKPBITOM TOJICTBIM CIIO€M TIBUIM, TOTIOPUIMINCH W3-TIO POTAToOTo IIIeMa M CBUCAIA
Ha IJIeYH, CIIMHY, CITyCKaJMCh HA JIUIO, OT Yero BUJ €ro ObLI emle 0ojee JUKUM U CTPAIIHBIM.
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B menom oH ObUT yTpIOM U MOJTYAIHMB, HO €CJIH €70 Pa3TOBOPUTH, TO OH OKA3bIBAJICS HHTEPECHBIM
Y JIOBOJIBHO-TaKU YMHBIM cobecennnkoM. CoHst 00011Ia €ro erie pas, paccMaTpuBasi Co BCEX CTO-
POH, a CTpaX, Ka3ajoch, Jake 3aCTECHSIICSA OT TAKOTO BHUMaHUS K cBoel mepcoHe. CoHs, 3aMe-
THB, KaK OH 3aMsUJICSl U HACYTIMJICS, YCMEXHYJIAch U BoCKIMKHYAa: — Ctpammuna! Te6st OymnyT 3Bath
Crpammna! 3ameuarensnoe umsi! M oueHs Tede moaxoaur.

— Crpammia. .. — IOBTOPWJI CTPaXK, MPUCITYIINBASCH K 3BYKYy CBOErO HOBOTO MMEHU U IpH-
BbIKasi K HEMY. — XM... A ero HOCUJIH J0OJIE€CTHBIE BOUHBI?

— Ouenb goonectabie! TouHee, OMH J0OIECTHBIA BOWH. DTO OBLIO ITyTaJo M3 OTHOM CKa3KH.
Odenpb 100IeCTHBIN BOWH!

— XM... S moxox Ha Hero? — BenukaH NpuHsI XyJ0’)KECTBEHHYIO TT03Yy U 3aMep, KaK Mmepes
¢dororpadom, uTo6 COHsI CMOTIIa XOPOIIIEHBKO PACCMOTPETH €TO0.

— Hy s ObI He cka3ana, 4TO MPSIMO OJHO JIMIIO, HO YeM-TO MOXO0X, — CTapaTeNbHO IMpsya
yABIOKY, IIsi/i Ha Hero, orBeTuia CoHsl. — Ckopee BHYTPEHHE, YEM BHEIIHE. A €Ille 3TO Iyrajo
JPYXKHUIIO C I€BOYKON IO UIMEHU DIITH, IPSIMO KaK MBI ¢ TOOO¥!

— [lyrano?.. Crpammina... XM... — CTpaxk Ha CeKyHIy 3aayMalics, CIBUHYB OpoBu, 1 CoHs
y’Ke OBIJIO TIOyMalia, YTO OH HEZOBOJICH, HO TYT OH CHOBA ITOCMOTPEI HA HEE M PEIIUTEIHHO CKa-
3ai: — A MHe HpaBuTcs!

— Hy u otmuno! A teneps cmotpu, — CoHst CHOBa 1oJj00pasia moAoI IUIaThs, 9T00 HE 3aIy-
TaThCs B HEM, MIPHCETIa HAa KOPTOUKH, B3sJIa B PyKy BETKY H BbIBeJa Ha rnecke «Crpammiay: — Bor,
3TO TBOE MMHI.

Crpaxx BHUMATEIFHO MMOCMOTPEN Ha HAAINHUCH, PA3lVIsAbIBas KXy OyKBY, TOpa)Kasch
HCKYCCTBY NMHCbMa, KaK OOBIYHBIC JIFOJH MOPAKAIOTCS UCKYCCTBY Maruu. 3aTreM MPOTSIHYI PYKY
¥ MEJUICHHO TPOBEJ €10 HaJ| OyKBaMH, MOBTOPSS UX OYEPTaHHS, CJIOBHO OHH OBLTH OCS3a€MbIMH,
¥ IEN0TOM MoBTOpsis: «Crpammu-nay. BaoBons HamoO0BaBIIMCE HA CBOE HOBOE UMS, CTPaXK BOC-
TOpKEHHO nocMoTpen Ha CoHIo:

— Jla, MmHe HpaBuTCs!

Cone ObIJIO HEJIOBKO, YTO CTPaX CMOTPUT Ha Hee Kak OyJTO OHAa TOJBKO YTO COBEPIIMIIA
BEJIMKOE Y10, U OJHOBPEMEHHO OYECHb MPHUATHO OT TOTO, YTO OHA CMOTJIA YIUBUTH U MTOPAI0BATh
TaKoOTro XMyporo rpoMuity. OHa yJIbIOHYJIACh U MOXKAJIA TIJICYaAMH:

— $1 Hayuy TeOs YMTATh U NMUCATh, M THI CaM CMOXKEIITb HAIKCaTh CBOE UMs. U He TOIbKO nms,
a BCe, UTO 3ax04ellb. 1 kauru cMoxkemb unTath. Oii! — CoHs BCIOMHMIIA, YTO JIOMAa Ha CTOJIC JISKAT
PacKphITbIe YIeOHUKH U HeloJeNIaHHbIe YPOKU. — MHe ke JoMoii 6exarh Hyx HO! S ckopo onsTh
npuy! — KpUKHYyJa oHa yke Ha Oery, Ho CTpallnia HUKaK He OTpearupoBall, OH ObLI TOJIHOCTBIO
TIOTJIOMICH BOJIIIEOHOM HAAMKCKHIO HA MECKe.

Hob6exas 10 moBopota, CoHst omisinyaack. Ctpaniuia Cues, CKIOHUBIIUCH HaJl HAJIIKCHIO,
¥ HEOTPBIBHO cMOTpel Ha Hee. Kazanock, o naxe He 3ametnit, yTo CoHs ynuta. OH cuzed, oBep-
HYBIIHCH K Hel paBbIM 00koM, 1 COHSI HEBOJIbHO 3a1F000Baach ero juioM. OHO ObUTO0 JOOpHIM!
Ha-na, moOpBIM U BOCTOPKEHHBIM. A €IIle IeYaJIbHBIM. .. UTO jk€ TaKoTro JOIKHO OBLTO POU30UTH
C 9THM BEIIMKAHOM, YTO OH TaK O’KECTOUMIICS M IIepeIIes Ha CTOPOHY TeMHBIX cvit? Mimu oH Beeraa
OBLIT HA UX CTOpOHE?..

CoHst Ha CEeKYH/Y 3aJlepKallach, M3/1aJieKa paccMaTpHBasi CTpaXka, a OTOM, CIIOXBAaTHBILIUCH,
noOexana B 3aMOK, 4T00 BEpHYTHCS B CBOM MHUP.

B TponHOM 3ai1e ee omsTh BCTpeTHiIH ABe ieMOoHuUIbl. OHu nporryctuin CoHIO, CTOsI ¢ 00enX
CTOPOH y BXOJ1a, a 3aTeM IOIUIN 3a HEei, TPOMKO Huienas 60ChIMA HOTaMH 110 KaMEHHOMY TIOITY.
CoHsI HECKOJIBKO pa3 OIVISHYJIaCh HAa HHUX, HE IOHUMAsl, YeTO OHU OT HEE XOTAT, HO OHH HUYETO
HE TOBOPHJIM — TaK M IIUTH 32 HEH, He OTCTaBast U OImycTHB 1aza. CoHs pe3Ko MOBEPHYIIACh U CIIPO-
cuna:

— Bol yero?

— Mg1 noMoraem Hamel koposese, — Xpuruio nosicaunu Ka n Ka.
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— Yero Bbl MHE nomMoraeTe-10? — ynuBuiach Const. — S nomoii nouuta. Bam Tyna Henb3s.

Torna neMOHUIIBI, HU CJI0Ba HE TOBOPS, IPUHSIINCH CHUMATH ¢ Hee Iarbe. CoHs mbITanach
3amIsiHYTh B X OIYIIEHHBIE IV1a3a: MoKa3anoch e uin HeT? He MoryT e ObITh y TaKUX MHJIBIX
CYLIECTB TaKHU€ CTpalllHble I1a3a. XOTs HmoyeMy He MoryT? Beap ecTh ke y HMX Takue cTpall-
HbIE BOJIOCAThle PyKU. MOXKET ObITh, Y HUX U XBOCTBI €CTh. COHS BBITSIHYJIA II€I0 U OCTOPOXKHO,
YKpaJKo, 3arisiHyna 3a COuHy ofHON Ka — HempuinyHO e B OTKPBITYIO MSUIMTHCS HA KOTro Obl TO
HU OBLTO, Oy/Ib 3TO YEIOBEK MJIHM AEMOH. M3-1on UIMHHON F00KH TO U JIeNI0 BBIIVIsAbIBala Oocast
ISTKA, TO OJIHA, TO JpYyTas, a €CIIU MO10JI 3aJUPAJICS Yy Th BbIIIE, TO MOKHO ObUIO YBUIETH U HOTY,
HE MEHee KPUBYIO U BOJIOCATy10, 4yeM pyku Ka. XBocrta OblIO HE BUIHO.

CoHns B3/10XHYJa U NTO/IHAJIA V1a3a B IOTOJIOK, TEPIIEIMBO OKUasl, IOKA IEMOHHULIBI Pa3BSKYT
BCE IIHYPOUYKH, PACCTETHYT BCE 3aCTEXKKHU Ha IJIaThE.

Bapyr eii nmoka3anoch, 4To Bojiocarasi pyKa CIHMILKOM JOJI0 3ajepikajlach Ha MelajboHE,
Y OHA ITOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK HaTsHY/ach Lenoyka. CoHs TyT ke nocMotpea Ha Ka, Ho Ta ¢ HeBo3My-
THUMBIM BUJIOM yOpasa pyKy, IpoIoJbKas pa3Bs3bIBaTh IIHYPKH. «Ilokazanock, HaBepHOEY, — TTO/Y-
mana CoHs ¥ CHOBa OTBeJa B3IV, B HETEPIIEHUH ITOCTYKHUBasi HOro# 1o nosty. HakoHer 1eMoHUIbI
CIPAaBUWJINCH C MJIaThbeM, OCTaBUB COHIO B €€ O/IEXKE.

— Ilpudecky Toxxe Oynere pacruierarb? — HepBHO crpocwiia CoHs, IPEACTaBIISISL, CKOIBKO
BPEMEHH 3TO MOYKET 3aHSTh.

— Het. HaM Hy>kHO OBLJIO TOJIBKO IIJIaThE.

— Aaa... A to nymato, mano iu. Hy Bce? S mory uaru? — yroununa CoHsl.

JleMOHHUILIbI KUBHYJIM U OTCTYIWIM Ha war Haza[. CoHs elle pa3 B3IsIHYJIa Ha HUX, JocTala
M€JIalIbOH, KOTOPBIA Tenepb, u3-3a corBopeHHo Ka m Ka nmpuuecku, He Hemmsuics 3a BOJOCHI,
a JIeTKO CHMMAJICS, M IIarHyjla CKBO3b 3€pKajio B CBOK KOMHaTy. OHa TOPOILJIMBO IUIIOXHYJIACh
Ha CBOH CTyJ M YTKHYJIach B y4eOHUK, Kak OyATO HUKyIa U HE yxomwia. B Ty ke cekyHy 3anpe-
0e3xaJl 3BOHOK BO BXO/IHOH JIBEpH.

— Kak xe g BoBpems ycnena!.. — BbI1oxHY/na COHS ¥ MOLLIA OTKPBIBATb.

Oto BepHyauch Mama ¢ Canbkoil. OHM, MPOTYIMBAsICh BO JIBOPE, NOXKAAJIUCH Maly U BCE
BMECTE 3allIU B JOM.

— A uto, Harama emie He npunuia? — cupocusia Mama, MeJIbKOM B3IVISIHYB Ha CoHIo.

—Her... xaxercs... —3acomHeBasiachk COHs, BEIb €€ CaMOM TOXKeE €1 MUHYTY Ha3a/l He ObLI0
JloMa, MOXeT ObITh, Hataia y>xe 1aBHO mpuILia U CUANUT B cBoel koMmHate. Torga npunuiock Obl
IPUIyMbIBaTh OOBSCHEHUE, KAK OHA HE 3aMETHJIa €€ MPUXO/a.

— Crpanno... Benp Harama ropopusia, 4To HEHaA0ATO YXOIUT.

CoHst HUUEro HE OTBETUIIA, @ TOJIBKO IIOTUXOHBKY 3ariisiHyja B KOMHArTy cecTpbl. 1 ¢ obner-
yeHueM BbloxHYna: Haramu tam He Obuto. Korna mama HakoHer cnpaBuiiack ¢ CaHbKMHBIMU
OJIe)KKaMH U CHOBa rnocMotpena Ha CoHIo, TO TYT OHa 3aMETHIIa €€ HOBYIO IPUYECKY.

— A TbI, 5 BUXKY, BpeMs 3psl HE Tepsia, — yJIbIOHyIach OHa, — Hy-Ka, moBepHUch. Hano xe,
kakas kpacora! Kak Tebe ynanocs Takoe 3amiectu?

Const moTponynack 10 cBoux Bosnoc. OHa Beab COBCEM 3a0blIa, YTO y HEE Ha TOJI0BE IIeNI0e
npou3sBefieHNe UcKyccTBa. OHa Ha CEKYH]y 3aMsulach, IbITAsACh IPUyMaTh OTBET.

— Hy... Kak-To Taxk... miena-iena u 3amiena, — HeBHIATHO npodopmoTtasa CoHsl. A 4TO OHa
eme moria orBetuTh? Ilpo nByx crpanHbix Ka ¢ kpuBbIMHU BosocaTbiMu pykamu? MHTepecHoO,
€CTbh JIM Ha CBETE XOTh O/IHa Mama, KOTopas cpa3y B 3TO IIOBEPUT?

— Mononen, — noxBanuia Mama, — a s ¥ He 3HaJla, YTO Thl TaK YMEEIllb.

— Jla y MeHsl Kak-TO CIy4ailHO MOJy4YMIoCh... Bekope npunuta Haramra. Ona Obu1a 3a1yM-
YuBa M OTTOTO paccesHHa. OHa Oeryio B3nsiHyna Ha COHIO, HA €€ MPUYECKY, HO HUYEro HE CKa3aia,
IOTOMY 4TO ObLIa 3aHATAa CBOMMH MBICISIMHM M JIaXKe HE Cliblllajia ¢ IEpBOro pasa, Korna K He
oOparanmce.
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— Harama! Yrto cayumnock-to? Uto ¢ T060#? Trl moroBopuiia ¢ Kareit? — yxe B TpeTHii pa3
nepecnpocwia Mama Haramy 3a y:kuHoMm.

— S Hudero He moHKMMaro! — pactepsiHHO pobopmoTtana Harama. — 5 Benb TOUHO NOMHIO,
9T0 MBI ¢ Kareli 1oroBaprBaiuch BCTPETUTHCS, @ OHA TOBOPUT, YTO HE JOTOBAPUBAIIUCK. ..

CoHst MOTYa yCTaBMIIACh B CBOIO TapelKy. YK €i-To OblLIa M3BECTHA MPUYMHA 3TOW HEpas-
Oepuxu.

— Moxer, oHa IpocTo 3a0bIIa? — MPEANOIOKMIA MaMa. — A O YeM BBl XOTEJIA IOTOBOPUTH?

— B ToM-TO M €70, 4TO S HE MOMHIO... I TOYHO 3HAIO, YTO MBI JOTOBAPUBAIIUCH BCTpeE-
TUTHCS, YTO0 TOTOBOPUTH O YEM-TO OY€HBb BaKHOM. Ho BOT 0 ueM?.. S1 HUKak He MOT'Y BCIOMHHUTb . . .
DTO KakK-TO CTPAHHO. ..

— Ara, 910 y TeOst ckiepo3 Hadascst! Crapueckuii! — yemexnynach CoHs.

Haramra 6pocwiia Ha Hee CepAUTHIN B3IIISIT M OTKPBUIA yXKE POT, 4T00 CKa3aTh YTO-TO rpydoe
B OTBET, HO €€ OmNepeania Mama:

— JleBouku, mepecTanpre! — CTPOTo CKa3aja OHa, yXKe MPUBBIKHYB K cCOpaM Jiouepeii, cTas-
IIIMM B TTOCJIEIIHEE BpEMsI TIOCTOSIHHBIMU, 1 0Opatuiack k Harame: — He nepexwusaii. Ecniu 3a0p11a,
3HAYUT, 3TO OBUIO HE TaK-TO U BaXKHO.

— MoxeT ObITb. .. — comtacuiach Haraa.

A mepen cHOM, yxe cufs B pacupasiieHHoW nocrenu, CoHs jocTana u3-1ojJ MaTpaca CBOU
JTHEBHUK U 3aIKcana:

4 mapma.

a yorc... nyscno 6vime akkypamueu ¢ eHyuieHuem. Ce2o0usa maxoe 6vi10!
A uymwb He nonanace. Xoms, Kak s MO21a NORACMbCS, €CU PO MOU CHOCOOHOCMU
HUKMO u3 cemvu e 3Haem. Ho éce pasHo nyscno ece

XOPOUEHbKO 000yMbleams U NIAHUPOBAMb, YOO He B03HUKANO JIUUHUX
80NPOCOS.

buvina 6 Llapcmee Tomwvi. Tam no-npedxcremy ne 6bInano HU CHEHCUHKU, A )
Hac cHee yoice ckopo Haunem masms. Okazvieaemcs, Obimb KOPOIe8oU — He MaK
yore u mpyono. Ilpocmo napsiscaewbes u Xo0uub ¢ 8A*CHLIM BUOOM.

3aempa mue nenpemenno Hys’cHo nonacms 6 Llapcmeo Tombl, nomomy umo
0yoy yuumes Cmpawuny oykeam. Illomnumcs, e0e-mo 6vlia Mosi cmapas azoyka...

CoHs 3a1yMuuBO oryisifenack. [lorom MaxHysa pykoi u onucania:

Jlaono, nouwy 3aempal
Ax, oa! Cmpawuna — smo mom camviii cmpadic. Teneps y Heco ecmv ums.
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maBa 6. CoHs B ponu yuutens

Ha cnenyromuii nens CoHst mepepbliia Bce B CBOEH KOMHaTe B MoucKax a30yku. Eciu B cra-
poli KBapTHpEe OHa 3Haja, IJIe YTO JIKHT, TIOTOMY YTO TaM 0CO00 M TPATaTh-TO OBLIO Herne,
TO 3JI€Ch BCE MPOIIA1aJI0, CIIOBHO B YEPHOH JIbIpe. be3pesynbraTHpie MOMCKU HEpBUPOBaIU. BHIOHB-
IIUCh U3 CHJI U YK€ HadaB 31uThesi, COHS BCTalla MOCPEId KOMHATHI, 3aKphljia I71a3a U TOMbITaIach
YCTIOKOUTHCS, JbIIIA TITyO0KO U poBHO. [locTeneHHO MBICTH MPUXOAWIH B IOPSIOK, M TYT €€ Oce-
Huio! Hy xoneuno! OnHa nogHsiia pyKy ¥ IpoBeJia €10 B BO3AYyXE, MPUCTYIIUBAsICh K CBOUM OILY-
nienusiM. [la, B ee komHaTe a30yku TOYHO He ObUT0. A r7e e oHa? COHS COCPEeIOTOUEHHO MPeICcTa-
BUJIa OCTAJIbHBbIE KOMHATHI U CIOBHO IIPOYYBCTBOBAJIA BCE MMPOCTPAHCTBO KBAPTUPHI. V13 KOMHATHI
Haramm Const ynoBuia eBa OulyTUMBbIN curHail. A30yka Tam!
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KoHel o3HakomuTtenbHoro doparmeHTa.

Tekct npenoctabien OO0 «JlutPecy.

[IpounTaiite 3Ty KHUT'Y LEJIUKOM, KYIIUB IIOJIHYIO JerajabHy0 Bepcuto Ha JIutPec.

Bbe3omacHo omnarute KHUTY MO>KHO OaHKOBCKOM KapToit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cueta
MoOMIBHOTO TenedoHa, ¢ IIaTexHoro TepMunana, B caione MTC unu CsasHol, uepe3 PayPal,
WebMoney, Annexc.densru, QIWI Komenek, 60HyCHbIMM KapTaMH WU APYTrUM ynoOHbIM Bam

CIOCO0OOM.
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