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Mponor

Anpenb 1854 ropa

CruseH JlaiioHc TH00MIT JKCHIIMH. BBICOKMX WM HU3KHUX, TOJHBIX U CTPOMHBIX, MOJIOJIBIX H
He oueHb. OH OO MX BCeX, a OOMBIIIE BCETO Ty, KOTOpas B JaHHYIO MHUHYTY COCTaBIIAa MYy
KOMITaHHMIO.

Ee oH B myTky HasbiBasn Uyno, mOTOMy 4TO OHA ObLIa YyJAE€CHBIM co3laHueM. BHeOpauHast
JI0Yb TepIiora, OHa HaMepeBaIach MOKNTH 10 CTOIIAM MaTePH U MOBICKATh ce0e MOKPOBUTENS. XOTh
y HEe HE BBI3bIBAJIO COMHEHHMIA, YTO B 3TOM Ka4eCTBE OH € HUKaK HE MOJOWICT, y HEero ObLia
HACTOJILKO JTypHasi CJIaBa, YTO MOXKHO OBLJIO HE COMHEBAThCS: TIOJIYUYCHHBIC Y HETO YPOKH YIOBOJIb-
CTBUS MPHUTOAATCS B *KHU3HU. Henmenu TalHBIX CBHIAHUN HE IPOILIM AapoM. Temeps OHa craja
00NIaIaTeIbHUIICH YMEIBIX PYK U CJIaJ0CTPACTHOTO POTHKA, CIIOCOOHBIX OOCCIEUUTh MYKUHHE
NPUATHYIO HOYb JIO CAMOTO YTpa.

—MHe OyzieT y)KaCHO Bac He XBaTaThb, — CKa3ajia OHa, PACChINaB YEPHBIC KAK CMOJIb BOJIOCHI 110
MOYIIKE ¥ TOMHO PACKUHYBIIMCh Ha CMSITOM TIOCTENIM B CKPOMHOM MaJICHbKOM KOMHATE TaBEPHBI,
IJIe IPUCOCTUHIIACH K HEMY BUEPa BEUCPOM.

— Eme 10 HacTyIUICHUsT HOYH BbI Oy/IeTe COrpeBarh MOCTENb JPYroro JUKCHTIbMEHa, — pac-
CESTHHO TMPOMOJIBUII OH, 3aCTETMBAast y OKHA CBO ajIblii MyH/IUD.

OH HEMHOTO YIUBUJICS, YTO €TO HE PACCTPOMIIO €€ MOTYaHUe, IOATBEPAUBILICE HCTUHY: OHU
JpyT Ui Ipyra — He 0oJiee 4eM CPeACTBO MPHUSITHO MpoBecTH HOUYb. OH HUKOTJA HE 00eIa KeH-
MHe 0OJIbIIE, YEM MOT JaTh, HU OJTHY HE YJIOKHWII B IIOCTEIb, HE BTOJIKOBAB MPEIBAPUTEILHO, YTO
3a CTCHaMU CllajbHU OHA HE OyJeT UMETh Ha HEr0 HUKAKUX IPaB.

On Ob11 Onarogapen Yyny 3a To, 4TO OHa HE MOAHMMAJA IIyMa M HE YCTpauBala CIIEH, 3a
TO, YTO YK€ MOHSJIA: B €€ XKH3HH ero OoJblie He OyAeT. bim3ninck mepeMeHsl, 1 OH Kl UX C
HETCPIICHUEM.

OT MBICTIEH O MPUKITIOUEHUSX, KOTOPBIE XKAYT €T0 3a IBEPhIO ATOM KOMHATHI, cepaie CTuBeHa
TpeneTano, a Mo BCeMy Telly TeIJIONW BOJTHOU pa3nuBaiach pagocTh. C BBICOTHI BTOPOTO ATaXKa eMy
OBUTM BUJIHBI TOJIIIBI JIFOZICH HA YJIMIIE, OH CJIBIIIANT TOJI0Ca, TPOMKO pacreBatomiie «Muasi, 4To
JI0Ma XJIET MEHsI» B CONPOBOKICHUH MOJIKOBOTO OpkecTpa. Kazanock, ¢ mepBbIMH JIydaMu COJTHIIA
ropoja oxBatwio Bo3OyxaeHue. Congarsl MapIIupoBajil HE B HOTY, HO HUKTO U3 OQUIEPOB HE
oOparnaj Ha 3T0 BHUMaHU. J{a 1 MOXKHO JIM ObLJIO BUHHMTH 3@ BOJHEHHUE TEX, KTO ]I Ha BOK3all,
C KOTOPOTO HauyWHajach Jopora B nanekuii KpeiM? VX skIanu NpUKITIOUEHUS, C1aBa U PyCCKHE
»eHIIMHbL. CTUBEH HEe MoT OOoIblIIe 3a/1epKuBaThcs. EMy yke 1aBHO HaJ10 OBLIIO MPUCOEAUHUTHCS
K KOJIOHHE.

OH HaKJIOHWJICS HAJl KPOBaThIO U MPUIIAT B JIOJITOM IOIENye K apoMaTHBIM ycTaM Yyna, K
MyXJIbIM T'yOKaM, KOTOpbIE YMENU JOCTaBUTh MY>KUMHE HEBEPOSITHOE HaciaxaeHue. OTCTpaHuB-
IIKCh, JTYKABO YIILIOHYJICS:

— Cnacu6o0, noporasi, 3a Takoe 4yJeCHOE POIIaHHUE.

— Bynwre ocropoxnbl. Korna Bl BepHETECH, 1. ..

OHn npwmxan maner K ee rydbam, He 1aBast IPOU3HECTH O0eIIaHue, KOTOPOE HE CYKIIEHO CAep-
JKaTh.

— IIpubeperure npenaHHOCTH IS CBOETO MOKpoBUTENs. Korna s yemy, Bpemsi, IPOBEICHHOE
C BaMH, ocTaHeTcs B mponuioM. S HuKoraa He 3a0ymy Bac, Uyno, u He 3a0ymy, Kak BECelno HaM
OBLIO BMECTE.

— 51 HEe COMHEBAIOCh, YTO BBl TOBOPUTE 3TO KAXKIOU JISIH.



J1. Xut. «CobnasHntb Herogsasa»

OH He cTai Bo3paxkaTb. ITO ObUI APArOLIEHHEUIIINN U3 TTOJJAPKOB, KOTOPHIE OH MTPETOAHOCHIT
Ka)XJI0i TamMe ceplla, — Bepa B TO, YTO UMEHHO O Hel OH OyJeT BCIIOMHHATh, KOT/A AbSBOJI MTPH-
30BET €T0 K OTBETY 32 IPEXH.

Omna noaHsiIa pyKy U IPUJIOXKUIIA JaJl0Hb K €r0 TPyIu.

— B Moux cHax Hamu manocTy OyayT NpoaoKAThCS.

OH onapuit ee cBoe caMOi HEOTPA3UMOM YIIBIOKOM.

— B moux toxe.

[Totom oH emie pa3 ee moLEnOBaj, BHICKOYMII 33 JBEPb, cOEXall MO JECTHUILIE U BOpBAJICS
B TOJIITY JIOJEH, JIMKYIOLUX TakK, CJIOBHO bpuTanus Tonpko uto ofeprana nodeny Haa Poccueid,
a HE COBCEM HEJaBHO 0ObsBMIA €il BoiHy. [lonK yke JOBOJIBHO JaBHO TOTOBUJICS K OTIIPAaBKE.
MHOXeCcTBO HOBOOPAHIIEB, €Ie HE YTPATHBIIUX 3370pa M CBEKECTH JIUI, HE COMHEBAIUCH, YTO
KaMIaHus Oy/lIeT CTPEMHUTEIBHON U OKOHYUTCS MTOOEIOM.

— Kanuran! — OKJIMKHYJ €ro 0uH U3 MOJIOABIX JIIOEH.

— Maszepc! — lllupokum, yBepeHHbIM 1m1aroM CTHUBEH MOAOLIEN K pOCIOMY MOJIOAOMY MYX-
YHHE.

3eBaKu, CTOSIBLINE 10 00€ CTOPOHBI YIIULIBI, APYKHO IPSHYIIN HOBYIO NIECHIO, YMYAPSACH IPU
3TOM CMESIThCSI U OJJHOBPEMEHHO XJIOMATh B JIAJAOUIM U MaXaTh MapIIUPYIOLIUM, IPUYEM BCE 3TO C
BOOAYLIEBJIEHUEM, BHYIIIAIOLIUM 3a/10p U YBEPEHHOCTb. Ps10M Oexany MaJpaUILIKU, MEYTABIINE O
TOM JIHE, KOT/1a CAaMH CMOTYT IPOMTH MapuieM o ynuiie. My>K4MHbI XJIONaJIX BOCHHBIX 110 IJIe4aM
¥ JKaJid UM pYKH. JKeHIMHBI TOCHIIAIN BO3AYLIHbIE TIOLETYH.

AX, KOT/1a OHU BEpHYTCS ¢ TIOOEI0M, TBEPU MHOTHX CIIAJIEH OTKPOIOTCS IJisi repoeB. He cka-
3aTh, 4T0 CTUBEHY YEro-TO TAKOrO HE XBaTajlo, HO, KOHEUHO )K€, OPEOJI CIIaBbl U paccKa3bl O PaTHBIX
HOJBUTaX NMPUAATYT OCOOCHHYIO OCTPOTY JH0O0OMY (UIMPTY U J1aXKe CaMbIX pOOKHX JI€B 3aCTaBAT
PACKPBITh OOBSTHS.

— 51 yx ucImyTasucs, 4To y Bac He MOJTYYHUTCS IPUITH, KATUTaH, — HIEPEKPUKHUBAS IITyM, CKa3ajl
Masepc.

—Yro?! U no3BonuTh T€OEC OAHOMY 3a7aTh B30yUKy pycckum? Jla Hu 3a uTo!

Packaructsiii xoxoT Mazepca Mor Obl TOCONEPHUYATH C TPOXOTOM JIFOOOH KaHOHAIBI. DTOT
POCIIbIil, MYCKYJIUCTBIA MapeHb JOJAroe BpeMs TAHYJ JSMKY B I0J€, TIOKa HE CMEHWI IUIyT Ha
pyxbe. CTUBEH UCIIBITHIBAJ PalOCTh OTTOT0, 4TO Ma3zepc u Takue ke, Kak OH, OyayT OKpy»Xarb €ro
B IIOCJIEAYIOLME MECSIbI, KOTJIa OHU CTOJIKHYTCS C TEM, YTO KJIeT uX B Kppimy.

— CruseH!

3HAKOMBIH KEHCKUI T0JIOC TYT 7K€ BbI3BaJ B HEM JKEJIaHUE, U OHO MPoOexkaio 1o Teay ciaj-
Kot Apoxkbio. OctaBuB Maszepca, OH MPOOUIICS CKBO3b BO30Y>KJIEHHYIO TOJITY K 3€JICHOITIA30M Kpa-
CaBUIIE IIATEHKE, KOTOpas Maxaja eMy IUIaTOUYKOM. 3aKITIOYHB €€ B OOBATHS, OH BIIWJICS I'yOaMu B
€€ BOCXUTHUTEJbHBIE YCTa, [IOCIIE YETO 3aTaIlII €€ B TEHb MEX/1y ABYMs 31aHUSMHU.

— Jlenu I'Bernnonun! He mymai, 9To yBUXKY Bac 3/1€Ch CETOMIHS.

Omna yyaleHHo Jipliiajia, Kak ObIBajo MHOTO pa3 B €ro nocrenu. Ee packpacHeBIIMecs MeKu
BbI3BaJIM BOCIIOMHHAHUS O T€X HOYAX CTPACTH, KOTOPbIE OHU MPOBEJIN BMECTE.

— 5] xorena otnarhk Bam 310. Ha HEM 3amax MoUX JyXOB.

OH nojHec K HOCY IIEIKOBBIM IIaTOYeK, KOTOPBIM OHA BIIOXKWJIA EMY B PYKY, U B YIIOEHUU
3aKpbUI IV1a3a.

— Teneps paii Bcerna OyaeT y MeHsI 1011 PyKOH.

ViBpIOHYBIINCH, OHA TOIHSAJIACH HA IBITIOYKKA U OBICTPO MOleJoBaia ero. BpeMenu y Hero
OBLIO MaJjio, ¥ OHK 00a 3TO 3HAJIH.

— Iloxanyiicta, OyapTe OCTOPOXKHBI! — B3MOJIUIIACh OHA.

— Kora mens Oyner sxaarh Takasi KpacaBuIa, MOTY JIM 5 3a0bITh 00 ocToposkHOCTH? — OHU
CHOBA TOLIETOBAJIUCh, U OH, OCTABHB €€ CO CJI€3aMH Ha IJ1a3ax, CTajl IpoOUpaThCsi CKBO3b TOJIY
K CBOEMY MapIlUpPYIOLIEMY OTPALTY.



J1. Xut. «CobnasHntb Herogsasa»

Bynymum conparam nosaranoch ObITh HE TOJBKO AMCLUUIUIMHUPOBAHHBIMHU, HO U CBUpE-
IBIMH, HO OHU 0€33a00THO YJIBIOANTUCh, KaK OyJTO IITM HA BEYSPUHKY. BT HOBOOpAHIBI UMEIN
HE CJIMILIKOM I'PO3HBIM — HO HUYETO, 3TO €Il MPUIET U IOMOXKET UM OJiepXKaTh noleay, mpuueM
OBICTpYIO.

OH ycaplman emie OJuH KEHCKUM ToJI0C, BHIKpUKUBaABIIKK ero uMs. Katpun — Kot — sHep-
TMYHO Maxaja eMy pyKoH C Ipyroil CTopoHsbl yauilbl. OH Kakoe-TO BpeMsl JIABUPOBAJl MEXY HJTy-
MMM COJIJaTaMM, HE YIIyCKasl €€ U3 BUIY, IOKa OHA MPOTUCKMBAJIACh MEX]y CTOSIIMMU Ha TPO-
Tyape 3eBakaM¥, U HaKOHeIl OHH BcTpeTwinch. OH 00XBaTHII ee 00eMMH pyKaMu, TPIKail K cede,
3alUIIast OT TOJYKOB OKPY KAIOIIMX JIFOJEH, U CTPACTHO MOLEJIOBa, 3Hasl, YTO €€ OTell, YBUIb OH
UX ceifuac, B3opBajcs Obl OT rHeBa. EMy B Hell HpaBHIIMCH BECEIBI HPAB ¥ JTFOO0BB K MPHKITIOYE-
HUSIM, ¥ OH T10/I03PEBaJ, YTO, €CJIM OB 3TO OBLIO MO3BOJIEHO, OHA Ceifuac MapiIMpoBaia Obl BMECTE
C HUMH.

— B MenanpoHe npsabp MouXx Bosioc, — ckazana Kot.

OH COMKHYJ NaJIblibl HAa OJapKe — MeJalboHE B (hOpMe CepeuKa Ha 30JI0TOM LIEMOYKeE.

— 3HauUT, KaXK1yI0 HOUb Bbl OyJ€TE PSAOM CO MHOM.

— [NoxkamyiicTa, Bo3BpalmainTech nockopee!

— 3Hast, 9TO BBl MEHS JKJIETE, 51 HE 3aJIep)KyCh HU MUHYTHI JIOJIbIIIE, Y€M 3TO HEOOXOIUMO.

OpapuB ee Ha MPOLIAHHUE ELIE OJJHUM MOLEIYEM, OH CHOBA BIWJICS B IOTOK COJI/1AT, KOTOPBII
TYT € MOAXBaTHJI €ro ¥ yHec Mpodyb. HUYTO HE MOIIIO OCTAaHOBUTH ATY CTPEMUTEIBHYIO PEKY,
Ky/a Obl OHA HM MOTEKIIA, KaKyr0 OBl pa3pyxy HH Cesiia Ha CBOEM ITyTH, CKOJIBKO OBl TOpSI HU MPH-
Hecna. Ho HUKTO He yman o ToM, 4To NpeAcTOUT. Bee Mblciu ObUIM COCPEIOTOUEHbI Ha Harpajax,
KOTOPBIE TIOTyYaT MOOeIUTEINH, KOT/Ia BCe 3aKOHYHUTCS, HAa BOCCIIABICHUH U Op/IEHAX, KOTOPBIX OHU
OyIyT yIOCTOCHBI 32 YCEPAHYIO CIIY>KOy OTUM3HE U JIFOOMMON KOPOJICBE.

CyToinoka conpoBok/jiajia Ux /10 BOK3aia.

— PebsTa, Bcerna nepKuTe MyHIKu HaroroBe! — KpUKHYI KTO-TO, U BCE 3arOroTallu.

— Tonbko HaMeKHH! — KPUKHYJI KTO-TO B OTBET.

Apmus nosrydasna orpoMHyto noaaepkky. [lonauany, korna Bukropus ToiabKo cena Ha TPOH,
COJIJIAT 3a/ICCTBOBAJIM JIUIIIb BPEMsI OT BpPEMEHH B HEOOJIBIIINX CTHIYKAX, HO HAa 3TOT pa3 BCe ObLIO
no-apyromy. B ToT camblii 1eHb, KoT/1a Obl1a 00BSIBIICHA BOWHA, a CITYYHIIOCH 3TO 27 MapTa, Halus
cTaja CIUIOYEHHOM, yero He ObIIO ¢ TeX Mop, Korna AHriuu rpo3uwi Hamoneon. B ckopoit mobene ve
coMHeBaJicst HUKTo. Hapon nnkoBasi. OcTaBaioch TOJIBKO J0XKIAThCs, KOTla aHIJIMHCKHE BOSIKU KaK
CJeIyeT MpoyYaT 3aHOCUYUBBIX PYCCKUX M BEPHYTCS JIOMOM, I11e UX OYIyT JKJIaTh KapKue KaMUHbI
U TOPSIYME KEHIITUHBI.

— CruBeH!

VYcnpimaB 3TOT MOBETUTEIBHBIN OKPUK CBOETO MJlaIIero opara, reprora Aincnu, CTUBEH
OBICTpO pa3BepHyJICs. UeM MOKHO OOBSICHUTD, UTO B CBOM JBAIIATh Ba AWHCIIH IPOU3BOINII BIIE-
yaTieHue Kyaa 0ojiee CHIIBHOTO M BJIACTHOTO 4enoBeka, yeM CtuBeH? BeITh MOXET, /€710 ObLIo
B ToM, 4yT0o CTHBEH BCera MpeArnoyuTal OTBETCTBEHHOCTU UTPY, B TO BpeMsl Kak AWHCIIH pelIn-
TENbHO MOAXBATHII Opa3zbl mocie cMepTH otua. UM nepkan oH uX Bceraa yBepeHHOM U TBepAon
PYKO, 4eTo He XBaTaeT OOJIBIIMHCTBY MY>KYMH, U HE TOJIBKO €T0 POBECHUKAM, HO M TEM, KTO BIIBOE
cTapiue.

CTtuBeH He Aymall, 9TO POAHBIC MPHIYT MPOBOXKATH €ro, HO omuoOcs. Bee Obun B cOope.
Martb, HBIHELIHSS TePLOTHH AWHCIIH, €11 HEe MOTy4YHBIIas HACJIEICTBA, TOCKOIbKY €€ MIIa N
CBIH JIO cUX TOop He ObLT xkeHar. Crapimmii Opat, rpad Bectkmudd, ¢ xxenol, npenectroit Kimap.
Ona Obl1a €AMHCTBEHHOM KEHIIWHON KpoMe MarepH, KoTopyto CTUBEH MO-HACTOSILEMY JTHOOMIL.
OH 0BT TOTOB Ha BCE, JIUIIb ObI OHA ObLIa cyacTiuBa. He cpa3y oH CMHUpHIICS C TeM, YTO YECTH
o0aaTh €10 yIOCTOMICS HE OH, a OpaT (4T0 OBUTO BOOOIIE-TO MPABUILHO, YUNUTHIBAS BCE CKA3aH-
Hoe u caenannoe). C tex mop oHa Obuta st CTHBEHA CKOpPEE CECTPOH, YK HUKAK He JTF0OOBHUIICH,
HO B €0 CEp/IIE /ISl HEE€ BCETIa OCTABAJICS YTOJOK.
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— Heyxenu B Takyto 6€300:kHYIO paHb Y Bac HET JI€J IOUHTEPECHEE, YEM TOJIKATHCS B ATOU
cyMacIIeIIen Tosmne? — JIErkoMbIcaIeHHO Opocul CTHBEH.

3a CBOIO HU3Hb OH YAaCTEHBKO 3aCTABIISI X BOJIHOBATHCS U TENEPh XOTEI, YTOOBI €TI0 OTHE3]]
KazaJjcs UM coObITHEM Majio3HadaiuM. OH U caM THaJl MBICJIM O TOM, YTO BCE MOXKET OKa3aThCs
ropaszio CJI0’KHEE U OIIaCHEE, YEM INPEICTABISIOCE.

He ycnien oH 10roBopuTh, Kak oka3ajics B 00bATUSAX MAaTEPH.

— W3-3a TebOs1 y MEHsI ceIMH NPUOAaBHUTCS, — KPOTKO YIPEKHYJIa OHA €Tro.

Ona nmpunuchIBaia ero BbIX0AKaM Ka bl ce10i1 BOJIOCOK, OTJIMBABILIUI cepeOpoM B ee uep-
HBIX BoJocax. Ho B cBOM COpOK MATH OHA MOTJIa TOXBACTaTh BeChbMa HeaypHoi ¢urypoit. Eii 6b110
IIeCTHA/ALATh, KOT/Ia OHA BHIIILIA 32 IIEPBOTO MY’Ka, ceapMoro rpada Bectkmudda. B 6pake, koro-
PBIH JUTHJICS IO €r0 CMEPTH, OHA TOapHiia €My JIByX ChIHOBEH: MopraHa, HeIHEIIHETo rpada, u
CruBena. Bripouewm, Opathst ObIIH cOBceM He TOX0kH. Ecii TemHOoBooCkIi Bectkimd 00praHO
ObL1 MpadeH, To CTUBEH, C €ro 0€JI0KypbIMU BOJIOCAMU U OTKPBITHIM JIMIIOM, Ka3aJICS BECEIIbUAKOM,
KOTOPOMY BC€ HUIIOUEM. B ero noHumMaHuu ;kuth HaJi0 ObLIO IMIMPOKO, HACTIAKAAACh KaXKIbIM THEM
U He 005iCh HOBOTO. MIMEHHO 3TOTO €r0 CeMbsl BCET/a JKJaina OT HeTo, TaK 4TO OH ObLI yOeKIeH,
YTO JKUTh HY)KHO TakK, KaK OT TeOs KIYT.

['epuioruns oTcTpanuiach U OKMHYJA ChIHA BHUMATEIbHBIM B3I 10M. Ee kapue masa BcTpe-
TUJIUCH C TOJIyObIMHU T1a3amMu CTHBEHA.

— Tebe He3auem exarb. Y MEHS €CTh CBSA3M B OUE€Hb BBICOKUX MHCTAHLIMAX.

OH B 3TOM He comHeBasicsi. Ee BTOpoil My»k, BOCbMOI1 reprior AiHCIIU, ObLT MOTYILECTBEH-
HBIM YEJIOBEKOM, M OHA, pa3yMeeTcs, ocTapajjach c/Ieiarh Tak, YTOObI MOITYYUTh OIPEACICHHYIO
nomto ero BiaacTy. Jla u xto ocyaun Obl ee 3a 310? IlepBblil My ocTaBui ee moyTH Hulle. OHa
c/iernana Bce BO3MOKHOE, YTOOBI HUKOTIa OOJIbIIE HE OKAa3hIBAaThCSl B O€3BBIXOAHOM IMOJIOKESHUH.

— MeHs ynpekanu B OTCYTCTBUH XapakTepa, — MpoTsHY oH. CTUBEH HE BUHUJI CBOIO CEMBIO
WM KOTO-JTHOO eIlle 3a 3TO, a TAKXKe 3a TO, YTO HUKTO TaK M HE Pa3IyIsi/ieN, YTO TBOPUTCS MO €TO
BHEIIHEH 0007109K0ii. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, 0007104Ka ObIJIa OYEHB JaXke puBiIeKaTensHol. K Tomy ke
¥ OH caM HUYEro He BOCIpUHUMAJ Beepbes. — Her nydie cnocoba um 0063aBecTuch, 4eM pa3ouTh
[apOUYKy PYCCKUX OTPSJIOB.

—Ho Bectrmudd yxe mpocTwit Tedst 3a Ty mainocts! — OHa MOBEPHYIACH K CTapIIEMy ChIHY. —
Benp npoctun?

«IIlanocTey», Kak BeIpa3uiaach Marh, 3aKJ0YaJach B TOM, YTO €0 3aCTyKaju B IOCTEJH C
xenoit Bectkmudda, Kimap. Bpar xonoano kuBHyi. CTHBEH He yAEpiKajCs OT yIBIOKH.

— 1 Hageroch, npoleHue cBAToro lleTpa nckpeHHee, MHa4e MHE HU 33 YTO HE IIPOMTH Yepe3
JKemuyxHble Bpara.

Bectkmudd pacemestics. Teneps, mocne npumupenus ¢ Kimp, ol cran ropasno vamie 3aMe-
4YaTh CMEIIHYI0 CTOPOHY BEILIEH.

— TeOs B pato xayT HE OONIbBIIE, YEM MEHS.

Kisp ¢ cepautbiM BUOM TOCMOTpENa Ha HETO U UTPUBO XJIOMHYJIA €ro o pyke. Panosano
TO, YTO TEMEPh PAJIOM C MYXKEM OHA UyBCTBYET ce0sl TaK HEMPUHYKJIEHHO. bbl10 BpeMs, Korjaa oH
BcessuT B Hee yxac. Oroiins ot Bectkimmdda, ona ooHsma CTuBeHa.

— KoHeuHo jxe oH nmpocTui Te0s1, ¥ Thl HEIPEMEHHO MOMAEIIb B pail.

Ha atot cuet y Hero umenuce cepbe3Hble COMHEHUs. CTUBEH ObLT HE ITPOYb 3aKAJUTh XapaK-
TEp, HO B €r0 IUIaHbI HE BXOIWJIO IpeKpaliarh rpemuts. M Bee ke oH kpenko oOHsi ee. Korna ona
HaKOHEI[ pa3oMKHyJa 00baThs, CTUBEH NPOTIHYI pyKy BecTrmudady:

— He nepxwu Ha MeHs 311a.

Bectkmudd cxparui ero 3a pyky, NpUTSHYI K ceOe, 0OHSIT BTOPO PyKOW ¥ MOXJIOTNAJ T10
CIIMHE.

— Ilocrapaiics, yToObI TEOS HE YOMIIH.

— U ne nageiics!
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Ocrancs Tonbko AlHcan. Mnaamuii Opat, KOTOpbIN Tak U He CMUPUIICS € 3TOH poiibio. MHo-
TJla OH BBINVISJIEN Jake crapuie, ueM Bectkmudd. He BHemHe, a oTHOIIEHNEM K sku3HU. OH Beeraa
OBUI CIIMIIKOM OTBETCTBEHHBIM.

— beperu cebs, masnblil, — cka3an ARHCIH.

— IIpoknsatie! HenaBuxy, Koria Thl MEHSI TaK HAa3bIBACIIIb.

Taxoe oOpailieHre Bcerna 3acTaBisulo €ro YyBCTBOBaTh Ce0s cCaMbIM MJIQJIILIUM, YEro, Kak
OH JiorajbIBajics, u noousancs AitHcnu. OH nocTosHHO yoexaan CTUBEHa B TOM, UTO EMY HYKHO
noB3pocieTh. Co BpeMEHEM 3TO CTallo eMy Hajoenarb, TeM Ooiee uyto CTUBEH coOmMpacs mpo-
JIOJDKATh )KUTh B CBOE YJIOBOJILCTBHE U HE TUIAHUPOBAJ B 0003pHUMOM OyAyIIeM MEHSATh CBOU TPH-
BBIUKU.

AWHCIM KUBHYJI, J1aBasi MOHATh, YTO KaK pa3 MO3TOMY OH MCIIOJIb30BaJl TAKOE OOpalleHue,
cxasl pyKy CTHBEHA U KPEIKO XJIOMHYJI €r0 110 CIHHE.

— Bo3Bpaimaiics, Kak TOJBKO MOSBUTCSA BO3MOKHOCTb.

— OO0 5TOM MOKeIIb He BOTHOBAThCA. MBI ¢ TOOOI erie ycreeM (ha3aHOB MOCTPENATH B 3TOM
CE30He.

Pa3nancs ucromHelii rynok napoBosa.

— Mmne nopa. — OH e1tie pa3 ObICTPO OOHSIT MaTh U OPOCUJIICS K TTOE3/TYy, KOTOPBIN TTOBE3ET €ro
HaBCTpeuy cyan0e.
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maBa 1

HopTtremntoHwup, Hosa6pb 1855 roaa

Mepcu JloycoH mymarna, 4To TOTOBa K TOMY, YTOOBI UCTIBITATh CTHI.

Omna omubaace.

DTO 4yBCTBO OOPYIIMIOCH HAa HEE C TAKOW CHJIOHN, YTO OHA MOYTH KajeJa O CBOEM pelle-
HUH BEpHYTHCS B AHIINIO. MepcH He pa3 clbliliajia, 4To JitoOOBb cliera U cnocoOHa Jake caMmoro
YMHOTO YeJI0BeKa MpeBpaTuTh B mymnia. OueBruIHO, OHA He Oblia uckinodeHneM. JIto0oBb — cToIb
Ty0OKasi 1 BCEOXBaThIBAIOIIAs], YTO MOTJIA B CAaMblii HEOXKHIAHHBIM MUT MEPETOTHUTH YyBCTBAMU
W 3aCTaBUTh PACIUIaKaThCs, — MPUBENIA ee croaa... IIpuBena, MOXeT, U JTF000Bb, a BOT IIPUBE3IIA
OTIIOBCKas KapeTa.

HecmoTps Ha yOex1€HHOCTh B MIPaBUIIBHOCTHU CAECNAHHOTO BBHIOOPA, JIsl HEE€ CTAll0 HEOXKHU-
JAHHOCTBIO, YTO OKAa3aJOCh TaK YEPTOBCKH TPYAHO C BBICOKO IMOAHATON TOJOBOW BBIAEPKATH
B3I repriora AitHenu. YepHble BOJIOCH! M pe3KHE YEPTHI JIMIIA JISTIaIH €ro He MTOX0XKUM Ha €/IH-
HOyTpoOHOTO Opara, Ctusena Jlaitonca. XoTe AiHcnu ObUT MIaIIIMM U3 TpeX OpaTrbeB, OH HEC
MaHTHIO OTBETCTBEHHOCTH, U HEC €€ Tak, OyATo 3TO ObuTa ero Bropas koxka. OH MOHMMAI 3Ha-
YHUMOCTb CBOETO TUTYJA M MPOU3BOAMI BIIEYATIICHHUE YEIOBEKa, C KOTOPHIM HE CTOUT TOBOPHUTH O
MYyCTSAKAX WIH IIyTUTh. bliecTAMy 3eJ1eHbIMU I71a3aMU, B KOTOPBIX YUTAJCS OCTPBIM U pacyeT-
JUBBIA yM, OH BHUMATEIbHO paccMaTpuBal €€, Kak OyATO TOJBKO YTO MPUKOJION Ha JOCKY AJs
HACEKOMBIX, U MOCJE TIIATEIHHOTO W3YYEeHUS MPUIIEN K BBIBOIY, YTO OHA MaJIO YeM OTIMYaeTCs
OT KaKOM-HUOYIb MYyXH.

[To-BuarMOMY, OH YCOMHUJICS B IPaBAUBOCTH HEBEPOSATHOM UCTOPHH, TOIBKO YTO MU3JI0KEH-
HOU e€ OTIIOM.

Omna nepBas oTBeNa B3MNIA, cleiaia BU, YTO paccMaTpuBaeT 00CTaHOBKY KoMHaThl. Haxo-
JWIIACH OHU B TiepeaHelt roctunoit [ pantByn MaHopa, 3aropoanoro uMenus AiHcnu. B komHare,
KOTOpasi pa3MepoM €7iBa JIM YCTyMala JOMY OTIa, UMeJIOCh HECKOJIBKO MECT JJIsl OT/bIXa. B oOuBKe
MeOeH peodaaain OeIbIi, KEJITHIH 1 OpaHKeBBIH I[BETA, MPUIaBABIINE IIOMEIICHUIO JIOBOJIBHO
YKU3HEPATOCTHBIN BUJI, YTO B HHBIX OOCTOSTENIBCTBAX OBLIO OBbI 1T MepcHu NpUITHO U JaXKe, BO3-
MOYKHO, 3aCTaBHIIO ObI ee ynbIOHYThCs. Eif momymanocs, 4To U B caMblii MOPO3HBIN 3UMHHI J1IeHb
B 3THX CT€HaX MOXKHO cOrpeThcs aymoil. OHa cuiena Ha caMoM OJM>KHEM K MaCCHBHOMY KaMHUHY
JMBaHEe, U BCE K€ TEIJIa U3BUBAIOIINUXCS SA3BIKOB TUIAMEHHM HE XBaTajlo, YTOOBI MPOTHATH XOJIOJ,
HAKOIUBIIUICS B €€ TeJe 3a BpeMsl IOE3/IKH C OTLIOM B KapeTe. X0JI0, TOJIbKO YCUIUBIIHICS MO/
MIPOHMIIATEIILHBIM B3TIISIOM AWHCIIH.

— Tak uro xe? — OTel BcTall y Hee 3a CIIUHOM, Kak OyATO HE MOT 0OJIbIlle BHIHOCUTDH BbIpa-
JKEHHS €€ JIUIIA.

Omna B3pOrHyfa: MBITAUBBIA B3MIAL AWHCIN HE OTOpBaJCS OT HEEe HU HA MUT. Y Hee BO3-
HUKJIO TIOJIO3PEHHUE, YTO Ha mojie 0605 oH ObLT ObI Tak e OeccTpaiieH, kKak u ero Opar. CTuBeH
Jlationc mpuObL1 B KphIM B 3BaHMH KallUTaHa, HO €T0 OTYASTHHOE TePOMCTBO B 0010 OBLIIO OTMEUYEHO
KOMaHJIOBaHHEM: BCKOpPE eMy IPHCBOWIH 3BaHHE Maliopa.

— Bar manpuuk Harpa i Moo JIEBOYKY peOCHOUKOM, TaK YTO BaM JIy4llle OBbITh C HEll OMpH-
BETJIMBEE, — [IOMOJIUAB, CKa3aJl OTell.

Martb AifHcnH, KaK pa3 MoryaKMBaBIas BEIICYTIOMSIHYTOTO peOeHOYKa IO [IeYKe, 3aMeTHIIa,
IIOCMOTPEB Ha ChIHA:

— OH tak noxox Ha CTuBeHa B €ro Bo3pacre!

— Bce MiameHIIbl BRINIAAAT OQMHAKOBO, MaMa.
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— Tonbko HE A1 MaTepH.

['epuioruns nepesesa rpo3Hblii B3I/ HA HOBOMCIIEYEHHYIO MaTh, 1 Mepcu ¢ O0Ib1IuM Tpy-
JIOM yIaJIOCh He MOeKHUThes. OHA U MPEICTaBUTh HE MOTJIA, YTO MOYKHO 00JIaJaTh TaKOW YBEepCH-
HOCTBIO B ce0e, Kak 3TH Jitoan. i TOM BCTPEUYH €i MPUILIOCH JIOJITO COOMpPAThes ¢ JyxoM. OHa
3HaJIa, YTO 3TO HE CYJIUT €l HUYEro XOpOIIero, HO €Ile OHa MOHWMAaja, YTO €IUHCTBEHHAs €¢
HAJIEK/1a Ha CYaCThe 0OMTAaa 3/1€Ch, B 3TUX CTEHAX, M TOTOMY MPEUCIIOIHUIACH PEIIUMOCTH JEP-
JKaThCs 10 KOHIIA, TTOKa HE MAJACT MOCICTHUI 0ACTHOH.

— U, noxanyii, He 11 6a0yiKu, — J00aBHIIa TEPIIOTHHS.

N3nauansno Mepcu cobupanack MpoCTo OCTaBUThH peOeHKa 3/1€Ch, B KPYTY €r0 CEMbH, HO B
KOHIIE KOHIIOB MOHSJIA, YTO HE CMOXKET C HUM paccTarhces. [IpocTo mopa3uTenbHO, Kak CUIIBHO OHA
ycrena npuBsA3aThCs K MBIy 33 TPU MECsIa, MPOIISAIINX C MOMEHTA ero poxkaeHus. OHa Obl
czenana Bce, YToObl 3amMTUTh ero. Eciau 061 moTpeboBanoch, OHa mpojaina Obl AbSIBOIY TO, YTO
0CTaJIOCh OT €€ JYIIN.

— Kak BbI ero Ha3Banu? — 0CBEIOMIIIACH TE€PIIOTHHS.

— JIKOH.

— Xopolee ums.

Mepcu kuBHyna. Bee-taku onu Ob11M JOOpBIME JIFOAsMU. He cTOmIo BTArMBaTh OTIA B 3TO
neno. Ona Obl M HE BTATHBAJA, MpUexana Obl CloJa cama, eciii 0 3Haja, I7ie UCKaTh 3Ty CEMBIO.
Ho, nmockomnbky 3T0 €il u3BeCTHO He ObLI0, KUTh Ha YIIUIIE, TTOKA UK Obl TOMCKU, OBLJIO ObI HE
odeHb ynoOHo. [Tocie Bcero, 4To oHa MEpekuiIa 3a HECKOJIBKO MECSIeB, OyIydn CECTPOH MHUIIO-
cepausi, Mepcu Haies1ach, 4TO OTeI] OyZIeT paj ee BO3BPAILICHUIO HE MEHBIIIE, YeM OHa ObLIa paja
BEPHYTHCS JOMOM. BripoueM, oHa JOCTAaTOYHO XOPOILIO 3HAJa OTIIA, YTOObI TOHUMAaTh: OH HE BOC-
MPUMET HOBYIO JKM3Hb KaK HEYTO TAaKOE, YTO HYXKHO JIEJIEsTh, HE3aBUCUMO OT TOTO, IIPU KAKHUX
00CTOATENBCTBAX ATA XKU3HB 3apoaniiack. Ha rmazax oTia He ymupanu coTHU Jitoaeil. OH ObuT 3eM-
JICBJIAICIIBIIEM, TaK YTO, TOSBUBIIIKMCH HA IIOPOTe C peOCHKOM Ha pyKaxX, OHa OTI030PHJIa HE TOJIHKO
€ro CaMoro, HO U BECh POJI.

Ho ona He xanena o Tom, uto caenana. He morna. [la u He xoTena.

— Bamr orer; ynomsinys, 4yTo Bbl BeTpedanuch co CTUBEHOM, KOTAa OH ciykuil B Kpbimy, —
CKasajia TepIOTHHSI, HO B €€ TOJIOCE OBUTH CIIBIITHBI BOMPOCUTEIILHBIC HOTKH.

D710 OBUIO AAJIEKO HA BOCTOKE ¥ CYUTATIOCH HE TEM MECTOM, Ky/1a OTIIPABJISIFOTCS TIOPSIOTHBIC
Jenu.

— [a, Bama cBetnocth. S coyxuina cectpoid Mmuiocepaus B Yckwoaape. — He Tak naBHo oHa
OTKPBIIA, YTO OYCHh HEMHOTHUE JIIOMU OPUCHTHPYIOTCS B Teorpaduu 3TOro paiioHa. XOTs TepIio-
THHS MOTJIa OBITh UCKIIIOUEHUEM. B yriy rocTuHO# CTOsT 60IbII0M T00YC, MOBEPHYTHIM Kak pa3
TOM 4acCThIO CBETA, KOTOPas CTaJia MPUYUHOM CTOJIBKUX BOJIHEHUHM U CTpasaHuil. Mepcu npeacra-
BUJIOCH, KaK TePIIOTHHS MPMKUMACT JIAIOHh K 3TOMY MECTY, YTOOBI UyBCTBOBATH CeOs OJIMKE K
CBIHY, YTOOBI XOTh KaK-TO MPEOIOJIETh pa3/IesBIINE UX OCCUNUCIEHHbIE MIIH. — Ty/la MPUBO3UIN
paHEHBIX Ha JICYCHHE.

— I[IpenectHo. Tak Bbl, 3HAUUT, OBUTA OJTHOM U3 MTOMOIIHUIl MUcCc HaiTunrein?

Mucc Haiimuneeiin. Jns cectep, Bpaveid ¥ AIllMeHTOB OHA Beera Obuta mpocto mucc H.

— a, cynapsIHs.

— ["a3eThI pUCYIOT OBOJIBHO MPAYHYIO KapTUHY BOMHBL. He moHnMaro, kak TaM MOKHO Haxo0-
JUTHCS: CTOJBKO JIMIIIEHUH, X0JIoN, Ooyie3HHu... [0BOpsT, OobIe JItoei morudaet ot O0JIe3HEeH,
4yeM Ha 1oJie 60sl.

Mepcu KHBHYJIA U HEPBHO YIJIBIOHYIIACH.

— Ha moii B3m1si1, €ITMHCTBEHHOE XOpouIee, YTo Jlajia 3Ta BoiHa, — 3T0 J[>KOH.

Barsin kapux ra3 repioruHu CMSTYHIICS.

CtuBeH yHacne0Ball I71a3a He OT MaTepu. Y HETo I1a3a ObLIN HACKIIIEHHOTO TOIyOOTO0 IIBETA.
Ona BcioMHMJIA, KaKkoe 0ECIIOKONCTBO OTPa3WIOCh B HUX 3a MUT JIO TOTO, KaK OH 3aKJIIOYIII €€ B
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o0bsTust. Takue HexHble. [locae Toro 4uro ¢ Hell caenanu pyku TpeX HErofseB, OHA HE Jymala,
YTO KOT/Ia-HUOY/Ib €IIe BBIHECET MPUKOCHOBEHHE MY>KUYMHBI, HO OH JIOKa3aJl, 4YTO OHA OIN0Aaach.
Kaxk e oHa TockoBaja 1o 3TuM cuiibHbIM pykam! Ho HuKora 60sbliie el He 3HaTh UX CUJIbl, HUKO-
raa 0oJbllie He YyBCTBOBATH O] TAJBI[AMH €0 CTaJdbHBIX MbIIII. Ero yommm B ceHtsabpe. briaro-
Japsi 9yIeCHOMY M300peTeHuto, Tenerpady, MMeHa MOrHOIINX B CYATAHHBIE Yachl CTAHOBHIINCH
M3BECTHBI HA POJMHE U NEeYaTaINCh B razeTax. Mepcu ynnBuIiIo, 4To replioruHs Obljia HE B Tpayp-
HOM HapsJie, a B CHHEM IUIAThE.

— Tak uTo0 xe? — cHOBa rapkHyJ oTell. — Sl Xxouy 3HaTh, 4TO BbI CAEIAECTE ISl MOEH JIEBOUKH.

— 51 nonararo, Bbl OXHJIAa€T€ YEro-TO Harojo0He JEHEXKHOW KOMIEHCAlMU? — CIIPOCHI
AliHcnu.

— MoxxHo Havatb u ¢ 3Toro. Ho ee »u3Hp nory0nena 6e3803BparHo. Tenepb HU OJUH MOPsI-
JIOYHBIA MY>XYMHA HE BO3BMET ee 3aMyK. OHa OTIpaBWIIach JIeNaTh Ollaroe Jeo, a Ball CHIHOK
BOCIIOJIB30BAJICS CIIy4aeM.

— Orer...

— Mouun, neBuoHka! MeHbIIIe BCETO s OXKHJIAJ, YTO Thl BEPHEUILCS JIOMOU C YOJIIOIKOM B
IIOJI0JIE.

— He naspiBait tak [Ixona! — 3a JI>xoHa oHa ObljIa roTOBa YOUTH M TIOWTH HA cMepTh. Kak
MOYKET OTEll JyMaTh TOJIbKO O JIeHbr'aX U HE 3aMedarb, 4TO JUIsl Hee 3HauuT pebeHok? B cepom,
JIMILIEHHOM cyacThsi MUpe J[PKOH ObUT €AMHCTBEHHBIM SPKUM ISTHBILIKOM. — Baiia cBeTnocTs, s
MPOIILY OJHOTO: MO3BOJBTE MHE OCTaThCs ¢ [[xoHOM. I MoOry crarh HAHEH, KOPMUJIULIEH, U MHE
OYEHb MaJIO HYXHO.

— Hy ner, tak He noiaeT! — BMemancs oreil. — Most cembs orno3opeHa. .. S Tpedyro cipase-
AUBOCTU. BbI, c3p, Ballla CBETIOCTb, BbI IOJIKHBI 3aHATH MECTO, KOTOPOTO HE 3aHsJI Balll Opart.

['yOb1 AliHcaM 3azmepraiauch, Kak OyITO OH e/Ba caepxuBai cmeX. llepBblil npu3HaK Toro,
YTO OH HE TaKOM YOMIICTBEHHO CEpbE3HBIN, KAKUM MOT IIOKa3aThbCsl ¢ EPBOIO B3MNIsAA.

— Bbl npennaraere MHe JKEHUTHCS Ha Ballei qouepu, cap?

— Ma, npeanaraso.

— Orer, HeT!

— E#l Hy’kxeH MyK, — IPO/I0JIKaJ OH TaK, OyATO HE CIIBIIIAJ IPOTECTOB A0UYEPH. — A 51 yMBIBAIO
PYKH.

[Ipoucxonsuiee Bce 0osbIlIe MOXOAUIO HA Kakoe-To O6e3ymue, 1 Mepcu He 3Hana, Kak 3T
OCTaHOBUT.

— Bama cBemiocTts, 1 COBCEM He I 3TOro npusesna /oHa. Bel — ero cembs, a s HU Ha
YTO HE PaCCUUTHIBALO.

— Mucc JloycoH, BBl MOXKETE€ MOKIISICTHCS, YTO POXKIECHHBIH BaMU PEOCHOK — CHIH MOETO
Opara? — cripocul ARHCIIU € TEIJIOTOW B TOJI0CE, KOTOPOM HE OBLIO paHbllle, Kak OyATO OH Hauu-
HaJl IOHUMATh, YTO, HECMOTPS Ha BECh Y>KaC MOJIOKEHMSI, B KOTOPOM OHa 0Ka3ajlach, peOCHOK AJIst
HEe BayKHEE BCETO U YTO €€ OTELl TOJIBKO BCe YCIOXKHET. Mepcu Oblia pasa, uto ciell OT TShKeIon
OTLIOBCKOW PYKHM Ha €€ LIeKe yke mnepecrtan ObITh 3ameTeH. CHavana OH yJaapui ee 3a DIyNocCTh,
IIOTOM — 32 TPEXH.

— KnsiHychb BaM, Ballla CBETJIOCTh, KJISIHYCh BCEMU CBSITbIMH, 4TO J[)k0H — cbiH CTUBEHA.

— 51 B 3TOM HE COMHEBaIOCh, — TBEP/IO MpOU3Heca reproruns. Ee MHeHHEe SBHO UMeIo 60ITb-
110€ 3HaY€HUe IS reprora.

AWHCIN MEUIEHHO KUBHYJ, TIOTOM LIMPOKUM LIaroM Mepecek KOMHATy U OTBOPUII BEPb.

— Haligure maniopa JlalioHca U nepeaiTe emy, YTO MHE HY>KHO C HUM ITIOTOBOPHTb.

Mepcu Berana ¢ quBaHa 10 TOTo, Kak AMHCIM ycren 3aKpbITh ABepb. Cepilie ee 3akojo-
TUJIOCH C TaKOM CHJION, YTO BCE HABEPHAKA CIBIIIAIM €r0 T'yJKHE yaapsl. 1 0pio cxkaaoce, U OHA
CMOIJIA JIMIIb C TPYAOM IIPOU3HECTH:

— On 3n1ech? Ho »T0 HeBo3moxHO! OH xke ymep!
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AiiHcnu HeMaso yauBuiu ee ciioBa. Kak u camy Mepcu. OHa He Obljia CKJIOHHA K TeaTpaib-
HOCTH, HO TAKOTO ITOBOPOTa COOBITHH HE Okuana. UyBCTBO OOJIETYEHHS CMEIIAIOCH CO CTPAXOM.
CTHBEH XUB, M 9TO Bce MeHs10. AGcomoTHo Bee. Koenu ee 3aapokany, HO OHa 3acTaBuiia ceds
IpoAoJIKaTh CTOATh. C AbSIBOJIOM JIy4Ille BCTPEYAThCs CTOS.

— Jla, cHauaa NpuIIIO U3BECTHE O €r0 CMEPTH, — BHUMATEJILHO paccMaTpHBasi €e, COOOIIHII
Attacnu. Emy 9to, 00si3aTenbHO OBUTIO OECTIPECTaHHO MCCIEe0BaTh KaXKIbIA TI0iM ee Tena? Yrto
OH Bce BpIcMaTpuBall Ha Hel? Uto Hanesuica HailTu? Jloka3areiabCTBO TOTO, YTO OHA JIKET? — Yuu-
ThIBasi TO, YTO 51 IOTOM y3HaJ o OoitHe nox CeBacTononem, HeyIUBUTEIbHO, YTO OHU MOIJIM OLIH-
outbes. OH JeMCTBUTENBHO ObLT CEPbE3HO PAHEH U, IO MHEHMIO Bpauel, He TOJIKEH ObLT BBIKUTb.
Jla TONBbKO T€, KTO COMHEBAIOTCSl B €r0 CUJIE BOJIM, HE 3HAIOT Moero Opara. Takoro ympsimiia, Kak
OH, €IlI€ CBET He BUbIBAJL. JJoMOI OH BepHyJIcs Bcero mMecsi Ha3aa. CTUBEH el1le HE BOCCTaHOBUII
(dbopmy Tocie paHEeHUs!, HO MOTPABIISETCS.

HeunmoBepHas pagocTs MTHOBEHHO BBITECHUJIA BCE OCTaIbHbIE YyBCTBA U3 ee cepaua. Kax
TOJILKO Maiop JlalioHc BOMAET B KOMHATY, Bce U3MEHUTCS. OH MOCMEETCs HaJl €€ MPUTI3aHUSIMH,
eciu BooOIIe BCcmoMHUT ee. Ha mepenoBoii u B nazaperax napuin xaoc. [1omo6HO BopaM B HOYH,
COJIIAThl, BPayM, CECTPbl YMBIKAJIM Y BOMHBI MUHYTBI JINYHOTO CYACThS MPU KaKJOW BO3MOMKHO-
CTH. 3anacajuch NPUATHBIMUA BOCTIOMUHAHUSIMU Ha TSATOCTHbBIE, YHBIIbIE JHU, B KOTOPBIX HE OBLIO
HUYET0, KpOME yXaca U CTpaJlaHui.

Ee cuactre ¢ Maiiopom JlalioHCOM OBLII0 HENOATUM, COBCEM HeponruM. Ho uyBcTBa, KOTOpHIE
OH BbI3BaJl B HEH, YCIIEIN PACLIBECTH, OHU OBLIM €l HEMOHSATHBI, HO BHYILIAJIHU CTPaxX CBOEH CUIION.

Barsin ee metHyncs Ha [[)xona Ha pykax reprorunu. JxoH. Ee cein. Ee orpana. OHa yxe
H0YaJiesa, YTO BBIITYCTHIIA €r0 U3 pyK. Ternepb HyHO ObLII0 OpOCUTHCS Ty/a, [I€ TUXOHBKO I'yTy-
kaja J[>KoH, CXBaTUTh €ro 1 yoexars orctoaa. OgHako 3aeck ObL1 ero oM. OHa He MOIJIa JIUIINUTh
ero ceMbu. OH ObUI €€ €IMHCTBEHHOW BO3MOXHOCTbIO UCKYNUTh Tpexu. Ho MbICib 0 ToM, 4TO €
HUM IPUJIETCS paccTarbesi, OTTOUYEHHBIM KHMHXKAJIOM paHWia cepale. Panplie oHa v He Aymana o
TOM, YTO OH MOXET CTaThb €€ CLIaCEHUEM.

Cnasa BceeBblilHeMy, Tenepb Bce BcTaHeT Ha cBoM MecTa. Bee. Korna maiiop Jlaitonc yBuaut
ee...

Uro, ecim OH cpasy ke 3aTOBOPHT O ee T030pe, 0 ee myke? Ho on obemrai, obemral, 9To He
CKaXXeT HU OJHOM >kxuBOH ayuie. Jlepika ee B 00bATUSAX, OH. ..

JIBepp OTBOpWIJIACH CO IIETYKOM, MPO3BYYABIIMM KaK PYKEWHBIH BhICTpel. OuryieHue
HaJIBUTAOIIEHCST OeIbl 3acTaBUIIO0 MepeH CKaThesl, M BCE )K€ OHA CTalla jKaIHO IMOKUPATh TI1a3aMu
KaX/1yI0 YepPTOUKY JIMLA JII0OUMOro. TolbKO B HEM MaJlo YTO OCTAJIOCh OT TOrO MY>KYHMHBI, KOTO-
PBIM OHa BOCXMILIAJIach, B KOTOPOT'O BIIOOMIACH, KaK IEBUOHKA.

VYBUAEHHOE NOPa3UiIo €€ 0 MIyOMHBI AyUId. B rocTHHYIO OH BOILIEN MEUIEHHO, 3aMETHO
XpoMasi U OIHPasiCh Ha TPOCTh. [loCTymb ero ObUIa OTHIOAB HE IUPOKOH U yBepeHHOH. Oner oH
ObL1 HE B aJIblil KUTEIb, JIENABIINN €r0 HEOTPAa3UMbIM, a B Oeyto pyOallKy ¢ IMIEHHBIM ILIaTKOM,
YEPHBIN JKUIIET, CIOPTYK U YepHbIe OproKH. MOXHO OBLIO OyMaTh, YTO OH B Tpaype.

XoTs1, BO3MOXHO, Tak U 0b10. CKOJIBKO TOBapuIlel mayio Ha ero rma3zax? CKOJIbKO yMEpIo
Ha 1oJie 0051 y HeTro Ha pyKax?

N3-3a HeBeposATHOM Xyq00Bl B HEM IOYTH HEBO3MOXKHO OBLIO y3HATh TOTO KPEMKOIO, MOJI-
HOTO CHJI MOJIOJIOTO YeJIOBEKa, KOTOPBIN JieprKajcs BECbMa CaMOYBEPEHHO, KOTJa BBIIMCHIBAJICS
U3 TOCIIUTAJIS CITYCTSI MECsI] ocie ee mpuoObITHa ¢ mucc Haiituareiin. Toraa oH emie roBopuit o
CKOpo#i mobese, 0 pa3rpomMe NPOTUBHUKA U Bce yOexk/1aj OCTaJIbHBIX PAHEHBIX IOCKOPEE BO3Bpa-
IIaThCSI B CTPOH, YTOOBI BMECTE 3aKOHYHTD JIEJIO U OTPaBUTHCA ToMOM. OHa Tak 4acTo CIIbIIIaia
€r0 BOOJYLIEBIISIIOIINE PEYH, YTO IMPEUCIIONHUIACH PELIMMOCTH KaK MOXHO ObICTpee MOCTaBUTh
UX BCEX HA HOTH.

OpHako Tenepb OH MEHbBIIIE BCETO OXO/IMJ Ha YEJIOBEKA, BEPUBILETO B TO, UTO MPOU3HOCHI
C TaKUM yOEKJICHUEM.

14



J1. Xut. «CobnasHntb Herogsasa»

YpoanuBblil KpacHBIN pBaHbI LIpaM OIyCKajCs OT BUCKa 1O CAMOIo NOJ00PO/IKa, YTO, BIIPO-
4YeM, HU4yTh HE YMEHbILIAJI0 €ro rpy0oBaroil My>xckoil kpacotsl. Ho ero miasa, nmpekpacHsle roiy-
Oble I1a3a, — BOT YTO U3MEHMIIOCH 0oJbIIe Bcero. Korna oH mocMoTtpen Ha Hee, OHa yBHIea B HUX
TaKyl0 HEU30bIBHYIO TOCKY, YTO UyTh HE 3arllakaja. PaHbl ocTaauch HE TOJIBKO Ha €ro TEJe, OHU
M3yBEUWIIH €T0 AYIILY.

EnuncTBEHHOE, YTO B HEM HE MU3MEHMJIOCH, — 3TO LIBET BOJIOC: 30JI0TUCTO-PYCHIE CO CBET-
abiMuU npsAsiMu. OHA 4acTo Jymalia O TOM, KaK 3TU BOJIOCHI BBIIVISAST, KOTJa OT HUX OTpakaeTcs
COJHEeuHbIN cBeT. Ho moBcTpevanucy OHU 3UMOMH, MOJI CEphIM HEOOM, KOTJIa COJIHEUHbIE JTyYd HE
MOTIJIM Pa30rHaTh YHBUIBIA MpaK rOCIUTAIS.

Ei1 3axoTenocs KWHYTHCS K HEMY Yepe3 BCIO KOMHATY, 3aKIIOYUTh €T0 B O0BSITHS, TPU3HATHCS
BO BCEM, TTPEXK/IE UEM OH OOBSBUT €€ IryHbel. Eif ObI B Ty MUHYTY CTOMJIO TIOMIBITAThCS PEIIUTh, KK
COXPaHUTh JIUII0, HO OHA MOIVIa IyMaTh TOJBKO O HEM. UTO MPOU30IILIO 32 MECALIbI, MPOILIEIIINE
HOCJIE UX TIOCNIeAHEN BCTpeun? 3aMeTHI1 I OH, YTO OHa NoKUHYa Ycktonap? Ecnu emy ciyyanock
nocje Toro ObIBaTh B TOCMHUTANE, UCKaJI Ju OH ee? J[st Hee OH 3HAYMII TaK MHOTO, XOTSI CaM OH
HU pa3y He TOBOPHJI O CBOMX YYBCTBaX. Mepcu ObLIO CKa3aHO, YTO 3TO HE B €0 MPaBUIIaX, HO 3TO
HE MeIlajo el IpeaaBarbcs MeYTaM O TOM, YTO OH YBMJIEN B HEM HEYTO OCOOEHHOE, HEUTO TaKoe,
Yero He HaXOJWJI B JPYTUX JKEHIIHHAX.

— CruBeH, — Hayasn AMHCIIU MSTKO U OCTOPOXHO, KaK 3arOBapHBalOT C ONACHBIM U HENpe-
CKa3yeMbIM CYIIIECTBOM, — ThI, pasymeeTcsi, ToMHHIIb Mucc Mepcu Jloycon. Ona paboTtana B BOCH-
HOM TroCIuTalie B YCKIoape, yxakupaia 3a paHeHHbIMU B KpbIMy conjiatamu.

OHa HECKOJIBKO yIUBUIIACH TOMY, YTO OH ITOCUMTAJI HY>KHBIM BJIaBaThCsl B JIETaJIU, KaK OyATO
Opar ObLI 3HAKOM CO CTOJIBKUMH Mepcu JloycoH, uTo 6€3 MoAcKa3Ku He Ompenenun Obl, KoTopas
U3 HUX CTOMUT rnepen HUM. OHa 3HaJjla, YTO OH IOJIb30BAJICA YCIIEXOM Yy KEHILUH, 3Hajla O TOM, C
KaKoi HEyEeMHOM CTPACThIO OH MCKaJl yAOBOJIICTBUN, HO HABEPHSAKA OH OB JOCTAaTOYHO XOPOIIO
BOCIIMTAaH, YTOOBI TIOMHUTH KOKAYIO U3 )KEHIINH, C KOTOPBIMH UMEI TUIOTCKYIO CBSI3b.

B xomMHare noBuCIIO HAIPSKEHHOE 0XKMJIAaHUE, CIIOBHO BCE IPUCYTCTBYIOIINE ObUIN COEIU-
HEeHbI (POPTENHAHHBIMU CTPYHAMH M KaXKIIbI U3 HHUX JKJaJl, KOT/Ia TIPO3BYYHT aKKOP/I.

Maiiop JlaiioHc mocMOTpen Ha Hee, MPUCMOTPENICS BHUMATEIHHO, HO B €r0 TOYOBIX IJa3ax
HE OTPa3HJIOCh HUKAKUX 4yBCTB. CoBepIIeHHO HUKAakuX. OHa ObL1a BCETo JUIIb OJJHOW U3 MHOTHX
cecTep, KOTOpPbIE B CBOE BPEMSI PUBJIEKIIM €r0 BHUMAHUE. YHUKEHUE OT TOIO MTHOBEHUS, MTHO-
BEHUSI HU3BEJICHUSI JI0 YEr0-TO COBEPIIEHHO HE3HAYUTEIBHOT0, A0COIIOTHO HE CTOSIILIErO 3allOMHU-
HaHUs, HECMOTPS Ha BCE TO, YTO MX CBSI3bIBAJIO... OHO ObUIO MOYTH HEBbIHOCHMO. OHA He mpen-
CTaBJIsIA, KaK TAKOE€ MOYKHO BbIAEpKaTh, HO 3HaJIa, YTO BbLAEPKUT. Pagu JxoHa.

JlwieMMa moaHsla CBOIO YpOAJIuBYIO rojioBy. Yto nenars? OtcrauBarh mpaBo J[xoHa
OCTaThCS 37IECh U MTOCTApaThCs YOeAUTh UX, 4TO Maiiop JlailoHC IeHCTBUTENBHO €ro OTell, WK JKe
3a0parh CblHA U, HABCEr/a PACIpOIIABLINCh C HUMU, HAyYUThCS BBKUBATh camoii? OHa 3Hana, uTo
OTEIl HE pa3pelIuT el BepHyThCa JoMoi. EMy oHa Obliia HE HY)KHA, ¥ CIO/Ia OH MPUILIET UCKITIOUH-
TEJIbHO PajJU TOTO, UTOOBI U3BJIEYb KAKYIO-TO BBITOAY W3 TAKOTO MOJIOKEHUS: €CIN HE PA3KUTHCS
JICHb)KaTaMH, TO XOTsI ObI 003aBECTHUCH BIUATEILHBIM 3ATEM.

— Koneuno, s momHIO €e¢.

Mepcu B3poruyia oT HEOkKHAaHHOCTH. UyBCTBO 00JIerueHus U CTpax 3a0MIKCh B €€ TPYIH.
[IpoTtuBopeunBbIe KenaHus, IPOTUBOpEUrBhIE YyBcTBa. Korma oHa nymaina, 4To OH MEpTB, BCe
Ka3aJI0Ch HAMHOTO Mpolie. Terneps e Moriia BCILIBITh paB/a, U OHa HE 3Haja, 4YeM 3TO O0epHeTCs
JUTSL Hee — JOOPOM UJTH 3JIOM.

Maiiop JlalioHC cierka MOKJIOHUIICS:

— Mucc Jloycos.

— Maiiop, s Tak paza, 4To BbI )KUBbI!
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HecmoTpst Ha TO 9TO €ro BOCKpeIeHHe MOTII0 00epHYThCS 151 Hee OOIBITMMHE OeTaMH, CIIOBA
9TH ObUIM CKa3aHbl OT QylIU. Mepcu 4yTh HE COLUIA C yMa OT ropsi, KOrja yBHUJENa €ro uMms B
cnrcke norudmmx. OHa Obl1a 00s13aHa €My CTOJIBKUM, YTO U BOBEK HE pacIuIaTHiIach Obl.

— He Oonbliie, yeMm si, MOTY Bac 3aBEpUTb.

Ot pe3koBaroro TeMOpa ero rojoca 1o Teiy ee pa3Jiniaock TomieHue. Kakas sice mol oypexa,
Mepcu! On mak pazeosapusaem co ecemu HcenwjuHamu, U mol He Kakas-mo ocooennas. Ho 6bu10
BpeMsi, KOrJia OHa JyMaja, HaJesiach, CMeja MeuTaTb, YTO OH Y/AEJsUl € BHUMAaHUE, [IOTOMY YTO
cunTaj’ 0COOEHHOM, MOTOMY YTO BBIIETSUI €€ Cpeau Bcex cectep. MM ee OH 3alIOMHIII ¢ IEPBOTO
paza. [lotom-To OHa cooOpa3uiia, 4To Mpuajia CIUILKOM O0IbIIoe 3HAYEHHE ITOMY HE3HAUUTEb-
HOMY ycriexy. OH Kax/ayIo cecTpy Muiiocepans 3Hal o umeHu. OH Jjaxke pasinuyan cectep-0ns3-
Hsiek Mapu 1 Maprapet, KOTOPBIX HUKTO OOJIBIIE HE MOT PAa3JINYUTh.

— U ee oreu, muctep JloycoH...

— BbI noryouin Moo 1eBouKy! — 3aBoIni OTell, MoMelaB AWHCIM MPEICTaBUTh €ro Kak
TIOJIOKEHO.

Hocana nepenonnuna ee. O, Kakyro dice 3anymanHyio naymuny mvl niemem.. .

I'maza maiiopa JlaiioHca cierka pacumpiiInch, U €ro B3IV CHOBa oOparuiics Ha Hee. Yerno
€ro Mpope3ajyu CKIaIKu, U Mepcu BHuzena, Kak OH COCPEIOTOUMIICS, MbITAsICh MPUIIOMHUTH, YTO
Mexay HuMH Ob110. Kak oH Mor 3a0bITh? M TeMHOTa TToMeTnana eMy XOpOIIeHBKO €€ PacCMOT-
peth? Mnu oHa Bcero Jullb NpUHUMAIA jKeIaeMoe 3a AeUCTBUTENbHOE, KOTria MoIyMalia, YTo OH
ee y3Han? XoTs Bps i OyneT JIydlle, eClid OH y3HAaeT B HEH Jien, KOTOPYIO CIlac TOW CTpall-
HOM HOYBI0. BO3MOXXHO, €T0 3aMenaTreasCcTBO, Ha000poT, e Ha pyKy. OHa ceifuac mpocTo BO BCEM
MIPU3HACTCS U N30CIKUT YHIDKCHHUS.

Ho c yero nauars? O ueM pacckazats? O yeM ymonuarh? Kakue BbIBOIbI OH ClI€Ta€eT U3 TOTO,
4TO OT Hee ycaplmuT? OHa fgana cioBo U ObllIa HAMEpPEHa CACPIKATh KIISATBY JIIOOOH 1IEHO.

— CruBeH, TOporou, MoJ0NIM KO MHE, — CKa3aja repIioTHHs U TIOMaHWIa ero K cebe.

OH mo1en K Hel, HO KaK-TO HEYBEPEHHO, KaK OyATO MoTepsuics B 3TON OOJNBIION KOMHATE,
TaK XOpOIIIO0 €My 3HaKOMOM, U HE 3HaJ, Kak ce0s BecTu. OHa BUENA CIUIITKOM MHOTO MY>KYHUH C
TaKUM K€ BBIPR)KEHUEM JIUI[A, C TAKOM )K€ IyCTOTOW B JyIl€, CJIOBHO UX CYLIHOCTh OCTajlach Ha
ioJie 6051, a BEpHYJIUCh TOJIBKO Tesa. BoliHa rmormonana He ToJIbKo OOenpuUIiackl, MPOBUAHT, POpMY
Y METMKAMECHTBI.

— 910 JI)KOH, — MATKO ITPOU3HECTIA TEPIIOTHHS, KOTJia OH nofotes. — Mucc JloycoH yBepsier,
YTO 3TO TBOM ChIH. OH MOXOX Ha TEOs.

— 51 ObI Tak He cka3ai. Hagath ¢ TOTo, 4TO 1 HAMHOTO BEIIIIE.

['epuioruns ycMexHynach, 1 1jia3a €€ HaloJHWINCH ClIe3aMU, TOYHO OHA BAPYT YBHJIENA TOTO
FOHOTO Oanarypa, KakuM ObLT KOTIa-To €€ cbiH. OHa B3siia €ro 3a PyKy.

— Kak mymaenis, 310 Bo3moxxkHo? To, 4TO OH TBOW?

OH oOorien Matb, 4T0ObI OTyYIIe paccMoTpeTh JoHa. CBoelt 60bII0i pyKOH, pacKphIB
Ja/10Hb, IPUIIO/IHSAJ FOJIOBKY MajibdHKa. brieiHbple MyIICcThIe BOJIOCUKU MSTKO JIETIIU Ha €T0 JINH-
Hble TOHKHUE nanblibl. Cepane Mepcu 3aTpernerano, 0JHOBPEMEHHO HaIIOIHSSACh CYaCThEM U pPa3phl-
Basch. CKOJIBKO pa3 OHa MPEACTaBIIsAIa, KaKk OH BO3bMET Ha PYKH €€ CbIHa, HO BCE 3TU (paHTacTHYe-
CKH€ MEUThI HE CMOIJIM IIOJTOTOBUTH €€ K TOMY MIHOBEHHIO, KOT/1a OH Ha CAMOM JIeJI€ PUKOCHYJICS
K 3TOMY JparouieHHoMYy pebeHky. OH y3HaeT ceOs B HeM. KoneuHo ke y3Haet! U mpusHaet ero
CBOMM, €CJIU JJake OTKaxkeTcsl oT Hee. 160 oHa He mpeacTasisiia 00sblIero cyactbs s J[>koHa,
4yeM OTIIOBCKoe NMpu3HaHue. OIHako OHa 0co3HaBajla, 4To J[»KoHa y Hee MOTyT OTHATh. PoxieHue
pebeHka BHEe Opaka ObUIO OTBETCTBEHHOCTHIO UCKIIOUUTEIBHO MaTepy, HO 3Ta MOTYIIECTBEHHAs
CeMbsI MOTJIa O0OUMTH 3aKOHBI. ECiii B KapMmaH ee OTIa yrnaaeT HECKOJIbKO MOHET, Mepcu mpeBpa-
TUTCSI B HUIIIEHKY, ¥ €MHCTBEHHOE, YTO OHA IIEHUIIA, OKAXKETCS HEJIOCATACMBIM.

—IIpu Moeii-To criaBe 3arpaBcKOro BOJIOKUTHI 3TO, KOHEYHO, BO3MOXKHO, — ITpobdopmoTan Ctu-
BEH, [TOTOM MOAHSUI [V1a3a Ha Hee, IPUCMOTPEJICS, U OHA CHOBA OLyTHJIa CHITYy UX BO3JeHCTBUS. UTO
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OH BHUJIEJ, KOTJIa CMOTpen Ha Hee? Buzen v oH ee Takoi ke, Kak B Ty HOYb, Koraa cnac ee? Unu
TaKOW, KaKoi OHa OblIa ceiiyac — TBEpPI0 HAMEPEHHOH CIacTH CBOEro pedeHkKa, He CyMEeB CITacTh
CTOJIb MHOTHX?

— Tw1 gomkeH 1mMo3a00TUTHCS O JIEBYIIIKE, — TUXO, HO TBEPJO MpoU3HECTa ero MaTh. — Eciu
ThbI, KOHEYHO, HE COMHEBACIIIBCS, UTO 3TO TBOU CHIH.

Ceiiuac OH BCE pacCKakeT, IOCMEETCS HaJl €€ CMEXOTBOPHBIM 3asiBIeHUEM. UTOObI Takoi
MY>KYMHA, KaK OH, MOT BO3XKEJIaTh TaKylO JKEHIIMHY, KaK OHA. ..

— Paszymeercs, s mo3abouych 0 HEl.

Konenu Mepcu 3aapokanu U IpeBpaTUIINCh B Kucelb. OHa onycTuiack Ha cTyll. OH TOIbKO
YTO COIIacuJICs *KeHUThCs Ha Heil? Hert, aTo HeBo3MoxkHO! HaBepHoe, eii mocinbimanock. Jocto-
nouteHHbIi CtuBeH JlalioHC, M3BECTHBIN MoBeca U cobMa3HUTENb KeHuH. Maitop Ctusen Jlaii-
OHC, OpaBBIi COJIAT, CYMEBIIIMI BCKPY>KUTh TOJIOBBI BCEM CECTpaM B rocriutanie. He MoxeT ObITh,
YTOOBI TAKOW YEJIOBEK MOT BOT TaK B3SITh U PEIIUTh HAa HEW KEHUTHCS.

— Mucc JloycoH, He TpOryisieTeCh JU CO MHOM 10 caay?

— Bpbl ke He TymaeTe, 4To S OCTaBIIIO €€ C BAMH OHY! — 3aKUIISITHIICS OTEIl.

— Ecin xoTuTe, MOXKETE WITH CIIEIOM 3a HaMH, — CKa3aj Ha 3To maiop JlailoHC u cHOBa
nocMoTpen Ha J[xoHa. — XoT si, MpU3HATHCS, HE 3HAI0, YEM MOTY Ceiidyac OMOpovHTh €€ OObIIIe,
4yeM yrxe oropouni. — M cHoBa ero B30p npeooselt pa3eisollee uX paccTosiuie, 1 Mepcu ory-
TUJIA €0 KaK MpuKkocHoBeHUe. — Mucc Jloycon?

OHa nosHsIach Ha BCE €II€ BaTHBIX HOTaX.

— Ma, rocnoguH Maiiop. £ ¢ yI10BOJABCTBUEM MPOKIYCh C BAMU IO Cafy.

KoneuHo, 3To Obu1a 105kb. Ha camoM jiene ee BCIO TPSCTIO OT cTpaxa.

OH He moMHWI ee. D10 TpeBoxuio CTuBeHa OOMbIIE, YEM OH MOT BBIPA3UTh CIOBAMH,
MIOTOMY YTO, €CJIM 3a MOCIIEIHUE JIBa TO/la M OBLTO HEYTO TAKOE, YTO OH JIOJDKEH OBbLIT 3alIOMHHTB,
TaK 3TO OHA... WJIH, N0 KpailHel mepe, ee maza. HeoObIYHbIN OTTEHOK 3THUX IJ1a3 HAIOMHIII €My
L[BET BUCKH, HO B IVIa3aX TawICs CTPaxX, CMEPTENIbHBIN y’Kac Mepesl 4eM-TO TaKUM, YEro OH Jaxe
HE MOT BOOOpa3uTh, HO YTO OHA, BEPOSITHO, 3HAJIa OUYE€Hb XOPOILIO.

Boiina, kpoBb, CMEPTH.

[IIpambl, nCHEmIPSBILINE TENO, U BCE €II€ HE 3aXKUBIINE paHbl ObUIN CBUJETEIILCTBOM TOTO,
YTO OH MPOILET Yepe3 Xy/IIee, YTO MOXKET BBIIIACTh Ha JOJIIO0 YEJIOBEKa, HO pa3yM OTKa3bIBaJICsS
BCIIOMUHATh, YTO C HUM Npou3ouuio. OH OUHYJICS B MOJKOBOM IOCIUTAJE Ha IIATKOW JEPEBSH-
HOW KOWKE C TOHKUM BOHIOUHMM TIO(SKOM, pa3arpaeMblii HETIOHSITHOW 1 OECCMBICIIEHHON OO0JIbIO,
IOTOMY YTO MOCJIEHUM, YTO OH MOMHMJI U3 MPOLLIOro, ObLIO TO, Kak OH w1 yail ¢ Kiap B cany
Jlanionc-mmiica.

ApoMaTr 1IBETOB CMEHMUJICSI PE3KOM BOHBIO coualleiicst rHuromel mwiotd. Ha cmeny neche
JYTOBOTI'0 )KaBOPOHKA MPHIILIIM CTOHBI M KPUKU YMUparomux. MHorue 38aiau Matb, YTOObI B MUHYTY
CMEPTH NPUNACTh K POJHOMY JIOHY. AHITIMICKAsl 3€JI€Hb IPEBPATHIIACh B CEPYIO KPBIMCKYIO I'PSI3b.
J10 cux TIOp OH YyBCTBOBAJI B TOPJI€ PUBKYC KPOBH U YK€ OTUASIICS H30aBUTHCSI OT STOTO OIILYIIe-
Hus. BuceBmmuii B BO3yXe HEBUIMMBIN KPOBAaBO-KPACHBIM TyMaH MPOIUTAJ TO, YTO OCTAJIOCh OT
€ro U30pBaHHON (opMmbl. Ero KpoBb, KpOBb OECUNCIEHHOIO MHOXECTBA JAPYTUX JIIOAEH, KOTOPBIX
OH HE MOT BCIIOMHUTbH. ET0 HECIOCOOHOCTH OKMBUTH BOCIIOMUHAHMS O HUX YHMKaja UX, obec-
CJIaBJIMBAJIA.

Banssice psoM ¢ IpyruMu paHEHBIMH B TOCIIHTAJE, OH TOHYJI B COOCTBEHHOH Ipsi3u, co0-
CTBEHHOM 00yi1, COOCTBEHHOU TOcKe. OHU pa3roBapuBaId ¢ HUM O OUTBax, Yepe3 KOTOPHIE MPo-
IJIM, O MYXXECTBE M I'€pOMCKUX MOJABUIaX, a OH Jejall BUJ, YTO TOK€ MOMHHUT Bce 3T0. OHu
TOBOPHJIM O MOTHOIINX, @ OH YyBCTBOBAJI, UTO MpPEAall TeX, KTO OTIAJI XH3Hb 32 €r0 POAUHY...
BosmoxHO, naxe 3a Hero. To, 94To eMy He ObLIO U3BECTHO, TO, YTO OH HE MOT B ITOJIHOM Mepe 0Co-
3HATh U OLICHUTb, HE 1aBaJI0 EMY IIOKOsI, INIOJAJI0 €ro JHEM U HOUbt0. OH NOMHUI AHIINIO, TOMHUIT
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CEMBIO U JIFOOOBHUIL — 10 MaJieHmux noapodHocreid. Ho kak okazasicst B TOM MPOKIISITOM MECTe
Y YeM 3/IECh 3aHUMAJICS, OH BCIIOMHHUTb HE MOT.

CruBeHa nepenoHsIIo KeaaHue cOexarh OT OKpysKaBlel ero aeicrBurenbHocTu. OH TOC-
KOBaJI IO MIEJIKOBUCTOW MSTKOCTH EHCKOTro Tena. EMy HeoOxomumo ObUTO yTelmeHue, KOTopoe
MOTYT JaTh HEXHbIE PYKU U JIACKOBBIN T0JIOC.

Ho Tenepr Bce OblIO0 HE Tak, Kak MpeIe. YAOBOJIbCTBUE, KOTOPOE KOTAA-TO JIOCTABIISUIN
YKEHILMHBI, YCTYIIUIIO MECTO JKEJIaHHI0, HACTOSITEIbHOM MOTPEOHOCTH MepeCTaTh ObITh TEM, KEM OH
CTaJl, YeJIOBEKOM, OTEPSBILKM J[Ba roJja CBOEH xKU3HU. OH YKOPOTHJII CBOE MPOLILIOE, IEPENPHITHYII
yepe3 NponacTb BpEMEHH.

W BoT U3 Tep3aBiell ero 3usIOIeH YepHON MyCTOTHl BOZHUKIIA 3Ta KeHIuMHA. OH 3Hal ee,
cmajl ¢ HeM, M3/IMII B HEE CBOC CeMH. ..

Ho oH He Mor BCITIOMHHUTB BKyCa €€ MOLIEeTys, HE MO BCIIOMHHUTb MATKOCTH €€ KOKHU IO €r0
JacKaroMMHU MajbllaMH.

briTh MOXeT, 3TO ObLIa BeNUYalIas Tpareausi — TO, YTO ATa JKCHILUHA, IBHO U3 XOPOIIeH
CeMbH, cama, TI0 CBOSH BoJIe oTnajiach emy. HaBepHska pemuThesl Ha 9TO el ObuTo Heserko. OHa
IOCTOSTHHO OTBOZMJIA B3I, U ATO yKa3bIBaJIO HAa TO, YTO OHA YyBCTBOBAJa BUHY 3a UX CBs3b. U
BCE )K€ OH, XOTh yOel, HUYEero He MOT' O HEH BCIIOMHUTb.

OH oco3HaBaJ, YTO TaKyl0, KaK OHA, 3a0BITh HEMPOCTO — HECMOTPS HAa YEPHOE IJ1aThe, KOTO-
pO€ MeHee KpacHUBYIO KEHILUHY c/Ies1ano Obl moxokel Ha BopoHy. Ho oH 3a0bL.

J1s1 sKeHIIMHBI OHa ObliIa BHICOKOTO pocTa. YToOKI mpuxarh ee K cebe Kak MOXKHO OJIHKeE,
€My, IIpU ero mmectu (yTax, MPUIUIOCH OBl MOAHATH MOA00POIOK. Boockl, ckopee MenHbIe, YeM
pBDKHE, OBUTH TYrO CTSHYTHI C33aJd U aKKypaTHO 3alpaBiieHbl o nurnky. OHa Obuta CTpoiiHa,
CJIMIIKOM CTPOITHA /Il HEIaBHO POAMBIIEH KEHITHMHBI. EMyY 10o1yMaioch, 4T0 po/bl, TOJIKHO OBITh,
OBLIM TSKEJBIMU, U €0 TYT YK€ OXBAaTUJIO UyBCTBO BUHBI 32 TO, YTO OH CTaJI IPUYNHOMN €€ My4YEHHUH.
Koneuno xe, ponuth pebeHKa BHE Opaka ObLIO MOCTYIIKOM MPEAOCYAUTENEHBIM U TTOCTBIIHBIM.
[Touemy ona He octaBuia ero riae-HuOyabp? OHa Beib MOIVIa BEPHYThCSA B AHIVIMIO Kak HU B UeM
He ObIBaJIO, U MPH JTOJKHON OCTOPOXKHOCTU HUKTO HUYETO HE Y3HAJ ObI.

CruBeH He oOpalja BHUMaHMsI Ha IPOXJIaay U OCTPYIO O0JIb B HOTE, IPOTYJIMBASICh C HEH I10
caay ero muaamero opara. Celiyac 31ech Hapiio yHbeIHHE. Hurme Hu 1BETOYKa, JINCTHS U CTeONn
NOXKYXJIU U yBsuTh. W Bce e TOJBKO 371€Ch, B THIIMHE ¥ OAMHOYECTBE, OH MOT ITOYYBCTBOBATH Ce0s
IPAKTUYECKU HOPMaJIbHBIM.

On nocMotpen Ha cepoe HeOo. B mocnennee BpeMs CTOIb MHOTOE YTPaTHIIO LIBET (Kpome
€€ BOJIOC), UTO OH HayaJl 3aJlyMbIBaThCsl, HE TEPSET JU 3peHue. UneHbl ceMbH U Bpay, KOTOPBIN
€T0 JISYMJI, 3HAIH O cO0e, KOTOPBIil MPOU30IIEI B €ro pasyMe, HO OOJbIIe OH HU C KeM 00 3ToM
He ropopuil. [opocTs He MO3BOJIsIA €My PACIPOCTPAHATHCS HA 3Ty TEMY, OH M POJACTBEHHUKOB
yHOpocui XpaHuTh Mostyanue. Hukoraa B xxu3Hu CTUBEH HUKOTO He ynpamusai. Ho o uamenuncs,
TOJIBKO HE 3HAJI, YTO CTAJIIO IPUYUHON ITOU ITEPEMEHBI.

BpeMmsi oT BpeMeHu ero moceuiaiy Kakue-To OOpbIBKM BOCIIOMHHAHUN — OKpOBaBJICHHAs
pyKa, OITYIIUTENbHbII B3PbIB, BOILIb, KPUK, TOITHOTBOPHBIN CMpPaJl CMEPTH, — HO OHH YJIETy4YHBa-
JIMCh, IPEKE YEM OH YCIeBaj MoiMaTh UX U OXBATUTh MBICIEHHBIM B30poM. Bo3MoxHO, ¢ ero
CTOPOHBI IPOCTO IVIYTIO TaK YIOPHO CTapaThbCs BEPHYTH CTOJIb CTPAIIHbIE BOCTIOMUHAHUS, HO HEU3-
BECTHOCTb, ITyCTOTA pa3yma ObLIIM €Ille CTPaLIHEE.

— BaM He X010H0? — cIpOCHI OH, U OHA OCTaHOBUJIACh.

OT0 ABHO ObUIN HE TE CJIOBA, KOTOPbIE OHA OKUJaJla OT HETO ycibliiaTh. Ee MIoTHBIH, Tshke-
JIBIH TEMHO-3€JICHBIN TUTall MOT ¥ HE 3aIlIUTUTh OT IPOOUpAroIIeii 10 KOCTEH CHIPOCTH.

— B Kpeimy Obu10 ropasno xosojnHee, — ckazaja oHa. — XOTd S CibllIaia, YTO B 3TOM IOy
AHTIIHIO X /IeT He0ObIYaifHO X0oAHas 3uMa. [loHeBosIe HaunHAeTh JyMaTh, 4TO 3TO [0cTonk 3axo-
TEJI AaTh MPOYYBCTBOBATh aHIJINYaHAM, KAKOBO OBLTO UX BOMHAM TaM.

— 1 ux xeHIuHaM.
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Ona motynuia B30p, U Kpacka MpOCTYIIJIA HAa €€ BHAJBIX IIeKaX, KaKk OyATo ee CMyTHIIO
YIIOMHHaHUE O COOCTBEHHBIX JOOPHIX JIENax.

Ha xaxyro-To 010 CeKyH/IbI €0 OXBaTHJIO JKEeJIAHHE PaccKas3aTh € 0 CBOEM HEIyre, HO OH
HE CMOT 3aCTaBHUTh cebs cienars 3T0. OH HEe MOT K TeM CTPaJaHUsM, KOTOPBIC yXKe el TPUIUHUIL,
N00aBUTH €IlIe U YHIDKCHHE TPU3HAHUEM B TOM, YTO TIOHSATHS HE UMEET, KTO OHAa M KaKO€ MECTO
3aHMMaJIa B €r0 JKU3HU. .. IOMHMO 3HAKOMCTBA Ha OIHY HOYb. HO 3T0 OBLIO HeuTo Oobliee, yem
KEJaHWe He CMYTUTh €€ WM He OropuuTh. /leno OblIo B €ro cOOCTBEHHOI rOpaoCTH, €ro coo-
CTBEHHOM CThIie. 1 B mapanu3yromiem cTpaxe.

Uto roBopUT 00 yMe UeI0BEKa TO, YTO OH HE B COCTOSIHUU YXBaTUTh HUTh BOCIIOMUHAHUI?

CayXMBIIME TIOJ €T0 HAaYaJIOM BOCXBAJISUIM €ro repon3M. OJJHAKO caM OH HE MOT BCIOMHUTD
HH €MHOTO CBOETO TOCTYIIKA, TOCTOMHOTO MOXBAJIBL.

OH yrxe MecsI] KaK BEpHYJICS JOMOM 3aJI€YMBaTh TSHKEJICUIIINE paHbl, HO IO CHX ITOp HE 3HA
0 TIPOMCXOXKACHUU HU €JUHOTO HIpama... KpOMe OJHOTO MaJeHBKOTO, Ha IIEKe, IPsSMO TMOJ IJ1a-
30M. OtuM ero Harpaauia Bectkimdd, korma yepe3 HECKOIBKO YacOB IMOCIE CBAIbOBI BHIBOJIOK
CTuBeHa U3 KpOBAaTH CBOEH KEHBI H PACCEK €My yIapoM Kyraka koxy. Ha camom nene To cBuaa-
HHE OBLJIO COBEPIIEHHO HEBMHHBIM, CTUBEH BCETO JIUIIH 000PSIOIIe TPUOOHSIT €€, HO OH XOTelI,
yr00b1 BecTrmmdd myman nnave, u moraruics 3a 3To — Obu1 cutbHO M30MT. Ho 5Ta B30yuKka Oblita
IYCTSIKOM TI0 CPaBHEHUIO C TeM, Yepe3 YTO €My HEAaBHO MPUILIOCH MPOUTH. Bo BeskoM ciydae,
Ha 3TO YKa3bIBAJIM OCTAJIbHBIC MIPaMBbL. JINIIIb OHM OTHU 3HAIH, YTO C HUM MPOU301LI0. XKab, 9To
HIpaMbl HE YMEIOT TOBOPHUTH.

CTuBeHy HE 3aXOTeNIOCh OCTAHABIMBATHCS, OH IOIIEN JajbIle, PEIIUB, YTO JyYIIE JBH-
raThCs, XOTh U HE UMEJT TIPE/ICTABICHUS O IIETTN STON MPOTYIIKH.

Omna mocnemmia JorHaTh ero, 4To 0bUT0 HeTpynHO. OH MpHIIEN K BBIBOY, YTO Y HEE HOTH
TaKue ke JJIMHHBIC, KaK U Y HEer0, XOTh M, HECOMHEHHO, CTpoiiHee u anneTutHee. OH MOMbITaICs
BCIIOMHHTB, KaK OHU OIUIETAJIA €T0 TEeJIO, M HE CMOT. B mocTeny oHa BBEIKPHKHBAJIA €r0 UM WIH
mrentana? OH ke, HalIeNThIBasi HEXKHBIC CIIOBA €1 Ha YIIKO, HABEPHSAKA HE pa3 MOBTOPHII €€ MMSL.
Mepcu, Mepcu, Mepcu.

Huuro He meBenbHynoCk B ero ayie. [lamsaTs ocTanacs HeMa.

— Cxonbko Maneiiry? — cripocui CTUBEH.

OH He MOT BCTIOMHUTH UMSI MaJTbUUKa. Marh yIoMsiHy/a €ro, HO OH He 00paTwl BHUMaHUS,
HE MPHU/IaB 3HAYCHHS MOSBICHUIO PEOCHKA.

W cHoBa OH yauBHI ee. DTO MPOSBUIOCH B TIIyOOKOH CKJIaJIKe, MPOPE3aBIICH ee U3SIIHbIHI
1006. [Tpoxmnstue! Kakue xe orHomenns y HuX 0putr? OHHM pa3roBapuBaliv, KOT/Ia BBIIA1aj1a CBO-
OonHas MUHYTA, WK MTPEJaBAIMCh OE3YMHOH CTPACTH, YTOOBI OTBJIIEYBCS OT OKPYKaBIIMX UX YXKa-
COB?

XOTb y HETO HE COXPAHMUIIOCH BOCTIOMHHAHHH O TOM, YTO IIPOUCXOHIIO IO TOTO, KaK OH MO
B TOCIIUTAJb, YBUJCHHOTO 32 BPEMS BBI3IOPOBIICHHS €MY C JINXBOM XBaTHJIO, YTOOBI TIOHSTH, YTO
Ha 3eMJTIO TIPUTIIET al.

— UyTs OombIIIe TpeX MECSIEeB, — HAKOHEI] 0TO3BAIACh OHA.

OH ycrplan HeYBEpEHHOCTh B €€ TOJI0CE, HEJIOBKOCTh OTTOTO, YTO MPHUXOAUTCS TOBOPUTH
TO, YTO OH U TaK JOJKEeH ObLT 3HaTh. [OBOpHIIAa 1 OHA emy, uTo OepemenHa? Unu oH AOMKeH
OB caM TOJICYMTATh MECSIIBI MOCIIe X MOCIeIHEro cBuaanus? Jlenan im oH eil mpeaioxkenue?
Tocnoou, coenaii mak, umodvl ona He nousana, Ymo 5 He NOMHIO ee!

OH HUKOTJa HE 0OMKas >KeHIIHMH. JKeHIUHBI OBLIM €ro CTpacThio, ero raison d’étre!. On
LIEHUJI BCE, UYTO OHU MOTYT JaTh, U HE CKPBIBAJI OT HUX CBOET0 BocxullleHus. Hu pazy oH 0oco3HaHHO
HE c/IeJ1al TaK, YToObl )KeHIIMHA [T0KaJiesia O TOM, YTO MPOBEJIa C HUM BpeMs.

! Cmmicn cymecTBoBaHUA (¢p.).
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Uckmouennem Obi1a pazse uto Kimp. OH cTpemmicst yoepedb ee oT cBoero opara, oopekas
Ha TOJIbl TEP3aHUI U OIMHOYECTBA, IeYaIU U pacKasiHus. B To BpeMs Kak cam OH ITPOIOJIKAI yIHB-
JISITH JIOHJAOHCKUX KPAacaBUIl CBOUM MAaCTEPCTBOM B IOCTEIFHBIX yTEXaX.

Ho Kimp u Bectkmudd B koHIIE KOHIIOB CONIUTHCH, B cuacThio Kiap He 6bu10 npenena. Ctu-
BEH MOAyMaJl, YTO KEHIIMHA, KOTOpas ceifuac muia psiioM ¢ HUM, TOXKaIyi, HUKOTIA HE CMOXKET
OBITh HACTOJIBKO cYaCcTIIMBOW. OH BHIIEIN, UTO €€ YTO-TO TSATOTHUT, U HE COMHEBAJICS: €r0 MOCTYIKU
CZeNaNH ellle TshKesee Ipy3, KOTOPBIH Jieska Ha ee Xpynkux miedax. OnHaxko CTUBEH 4yBCTBOBAJI,
YTO 10 HaType OHA YEJIOBEK PEIINTEIbHBIN U He caacTesa. OH o03peBall, 4To €ro B HEM MpUBIIEKIIa
HE TOJIHKO BHEUTHISI KpacoTa. BeposTHO, oHa ObLa MPeACTaBUTEIBHUIICH TOTO PEIKOCTHOTO BUIA
CYIIECTB, KOTOPBIE CIIOCOOHBI MPUTITUBATH €T0 Ha KAKOM-TO ITyOnHHOM ypoBHe. [IpaBaa, oH Bce-
IJla CTOPOHMJICS MX, HE XOTEJ CBSI3BIBATHCS C )KEHIIMHAMH, OT KOTOPBIX eMy ObLIO OBl HY)KHO HE
TOJIBKO YIOBJIETBOpEHHE MoTpeOHOCTel Tena. Tak moueMy e OH He CyMeJ yCTOSITh MPOTHB HCKY-
HIEHUs COJIM3UTHCS C HEHO?

Ecnu on npu3HaBarics eif B 1100BHU, OHA JJOJDKHA OBITh CYaCTIIMBA OTTOTO, YTO OH Ceiyac et
PSIOM C HEM, a He JISKUT IO/ MIECThIO (yTaMH 3eMJTH.

— Ilouemy BbI TOJIBKO celiyac MpHUHECIU ero? — cupocui oH. be3onacHsli Bompoc, n60 OH
HHUKaK HE MOT 3HATh MPUYHH €€ MOCTYIIKOB.

I'maza ee 3aberaym, kak OyITO OHA XOTeJla HAUTH OTBET B YHBUIOM cajay. OH BCIIOMHWIT Bpe-
MeHa, KOTIa MOT JIF00yr0 COOJIa3HUTh U 3aCTaBUTh OTKPBITh EMY 6Ce, OT CAMBIX COKPOBEHHBIX CEK-
PETOB 0 SIMOYKH HaJl OKPYIJIbIM 3a7KoM. OH yTpaTui He ToJbKO naMsaTh. OH yTparui Oecriadani-
HOCTb. PaHbIe oH yxe maBHO 3acTaBui Obl Mucc JloycoH 0€33a00THO X0XOTaTh, Ja TOJIBKO CaMm
pasydmiIcs CMESATHCSI U He MOT BCTIOMHHTB, KOT/Ia B TIOCIICHHUN pa3 U3/aBall 3TH CTPAHHBIE 3BYyKH.
WNmm paxxe xoTen 3Toro.

— S ne... 5l He moOHMMAaTIA, KaK BeCTH ce0sl, — MpU3HaiIach oHa. — Bel He 3Hamu o0... — OHa
3aMsi1ach, M Kpacka CThIa YCHUIMIIA pyMsIHELl, TPOCTYNMBIINN Ha €€ LIeKaxX OT X0JIo/a.

Tax 3HauUT, OHA HE cooOIIana eMy, uTo HoCUT pedbenka. Cinasa 6ory! Berxonut, oH He Opocut
ee, He OCTaBIJI OJHY pacxJyieObIBaTh 3Ty Kamry. CTpaHHO, HO MBICIb 00 3TOM OblIa €My IpHUsATHA.
[To kpaiineil Mepe, uenoBeK, KakuM OoH OblT B KpbIMy, HE oTiiMyaics OT 4eIoBeKa, KaKuM OH ObLI
panbie. OH Bceraa ObUT OCTOPOXKEH M CTapajcs U30eraTh JOCaHBIX CIYYaiHOCTE!, HO IIPH ATOM
BCET/Ia yMaJ O TOM, KaK IOBeNeT ceOsi, €CIIM 3TO BCe e Mpou30iaeT. PoIcTBeHHUKH 00OBUHSIIN
€ro B 0eCXapakTepHOCTH, HO OH MHTAaJT HAJEXIy, YTO ITO JIUIIb (acas 6€33a00THON MOJIOTOCTH.
Bnpouewm, y Hero He ObUI0 TOBOAIA 3TO IPOBEPUTH. Jl0 cuX mop.

— Jlxon pommicst B Ilapmke, — mponoDKMiIa OHa YyTh OKPENIIUM TOJOCOM, Kak OyATo
nepenuia K TeMe, B KOTOpoii 4yBCTBOBaa cedst 0oJiee yBepeHHoO. — 5l mymaia o ToM, 4TOOBI PacTUTh
€ro Tam, HO IOTOM. ..

Jl>xon. Mansurka 30ByT J»oH. Xoporee, ciiibHOe UMs. FIHTepecHo, moueMy OHa BeIOpaa
ero? OHO UMeeT /715l Hee KaKoe-T0 0COOCHHOE 3HaueHue?

Ona ocTaHOBMJIACh, U €My TOXKE MPUIIOCH OCTaHOBUTHCs. Hora Obu1a paga nepeasinike. OH
penxo Korga 0ajaoBajl ee OT/AbIXOM, Kak Oy/ITO HaKa3blBaj 3a MOCTOSIHHYIO 00Jib, 33 TO, YTO HE MOT'
BCIIOMHHTb, TIPH KaKMX 0OCTOSITEIhCTBAX OHA ObLIA paHEHA.

— 1 yBuzena Baiie UMs B CIIMCKE MOTHOMMX. — [71a3a ee 3aTyMaHWINCh, M OHA 3aMoOpraia,
MIPOTOHSS CJIE3HI.

OH 0b11 eii HeOe3pa3nuueH. Y Hee ¢ HUM ObUIM CBSI3aHbl KAKHE-TO IOpOTrve el BOCIIOMUHA-
HUS. A OHA YTO-TO O3HAdYaja ik HeTo, KpoMe Oe3yMHOM CTpacTH B MOCTENN?

UepT BO3bMH, YTO K€ OH YyBCTBOBaI K HeW? OH xoTen 3HaTh. OH XOTeI CIPOCUTH y HEe, UeM
OHM 3aHUMAJIUCh BMECTE, KyJa XOIWUJIH, TOJITON JiK Oblia uX CBs3b. JloBepsut iu oH eil? Tricsua
4yepTei, 00w Jin OH ee?

— 1 nymana, Bbl yMepiu, — HEPEIIUTEIbHO MPOU3HECIHIA OHA, KaK OyaTO 00s1ach, 4TO, €Cln
IIPOU3HECET 3TH CJIOBA C YBEPEHHOCTHIO, €€ CTPaXU BOIUIOTSTCS B IEHCTBUTEIBHOCTD.
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Her, Tonbko yacTh ero pasyma ymepiia Ha TOM IpokJsiToM noisie 6os. Ha nosne 0ost, kotopoe
OH HE MOT NPEJCTaBUTh, KAK HU CTapaJICS.

— Mou ponHbIe TOXE Tak MoAyMalld, — ckazall oH. — VM nepenanu 3Ty HOBOCTb.

— HaBepHoe, 17151 HUX 3TO CTaJIO CTPAIIHBIM YIapOM.

VY Hero He XBaTWJIO OBbI CIIOB, YTOOBI ONMKCATh TO TOPE, KAKOE OHH, BEPOSTHO, UCIIBITAIIH.
[IepByto Heznemto ociie ero BO3BpaIleHHs MaTh BOOOIIE HE BBIITYCKajla €ro U3 BUY, Kak OyATO OH
CHOBA CTaJl peOCHKOM, 32 KOTOPBIM HY>KHO ITOCTOSIHHO TIPUCMATPHUBATh, YTOOBI OH YeTro-HUOYIb ¢
co0oif He caenan.

— HoraapiBatoch, 4TO OHM 4yBCTBOBaJU. S1 HE Momia ocTaBuTh [[oHa y ceOs. Bbl momKHBI
MEHS NOHATH. Sl M00II0 ero 0oblle KU3HU, HO OH HE TOJIBKO MO, HO U Balll, ¥ 5 IOAyMaJa, 4To
Balllell CEMbE OH MIPUHECET PaJ0CTh.

— W no3op — Bameu.

— Moii orenr Hu4ero He moHumaet. [la u kak emy noHsaTh? OH e HE MPOIIET Yepe3 To, Yepe3
YTO MPOIILITU MBI.

Uro kacanock camoro CTuBeHa, 0 cebe OH MOTI' cKa3aTh TO JKE CaMoe.

— XKusep — 310 cokpoBuule. becueHHoe cokpoBulie. Sl HE K1y, 4TO BBl COINIACUTECH
JKEHUTHCS HAa MHE. S...

— ITouemy? — CJ10BO COpBAJIOCH C €T0 yCT HEBOJILHO. OH HE CHPABUIICS C JIFOOOMBITCTBOM. —
[Touemy BbI 3TOTO HE *K7A€TE? Y Bac peOCHOK OT MEHSI.

['ma3a ee oxpyrmiuce, poT npuotkpbuicad. OHa oTBepHynack. OH 3aMeTHII, UTO €€ IJIeun
HaNpANIUCh U OHA CXaJla KyJIaK{, CJIOBHO jKJlaja, YTO OH ceiluac HauHeT ee yTemarb. Takumu u
ObLIM X OTHOLIEHU? JIOKEH JIM OH ceiuac MoJIoKUTh pyKH el Ha ryiedn? JlomkeH u cxarb ux?
Jomxen i 06HATH ee? ['ocronu, A0 yero HesnoBko! 910 HeBbIHOCUMO. OH 00s13aH € pacckas3arh.

Ilpocmume, no 51 nonsamMuUs He umero, KMo bl makas. A ne nomMHIO, 4em vl ObLIU OJisl MEHs
u yem 5 b6vL1 0214 8AC.

[msast va yBsiqmwmii can, Mepceu Hazesach, 4TO OTBEPHYIIACH TOCTATOYHO OBICTPO, YTOOBI
OH HE 3aMETUJI 3aMellaTesIbcTBa B ee B3risiae. CoBceM Ipyroro oHa jaja OT 3TOM MPOTYJIKU —
OpOIIIEHHBIX B JIMIIO OOBUHEHHM, TpeOOBaHUS OOBSICHUTH, YTO 32 UTPY OHa 3aresia. Ho, moxoxe,
OH CaM pEeILInJ IOUrpaTh C HEU.

YV eac pebenox om mens.

CrnoBa 3TH ObUTH TIPOU3ZHECEHBI ¢ YOCKIEHHOCThIO, TOYHO OH JCHCTBUTEIHHO B 3TO BEPHIL.
Ho Bo3moxHO 1t 3707 OHa 3Hana, 4To BOMHA MOXKET MOMIATHYTh YEJIOBEYECKUN pa3yM, OIypma-
HUTb, COUTH C TOJIKY.

Onnaxo maitop Jlaitonc, moxoxe, Ob11 B cBoeM yMme. .. Ho pa3Be ero 3asiBeHne He yKa3bIBaIo
Ha oOparHoe?

OH npuHSI ee 3a KEHIINHY, KOTOpast MOIJla POJIUTh €ro peOeHkKa. A He MPOCTO 3a KEHITUHY,
KOTOPYIO OH BCETO JIMIIb YTEIIMII HOUbi0. He 3a skeHIHy, KoTopas BIIOOMIACh B HETO, 3HAS, YTO
€ro ceplle HUKorna He OyzieT NpUHaJUIekKaTh ei.

Koneuno, ona He Moria HE UCTIBITATh PA304apPOBAHMS OTTOTO, YTO HOYB, KOTOpas HaBCeTAa
W3MEHWIIA €e, IJIs1 HETO, BUAMMO, HU4ero He 3Hadmia. OH ObLI TAKUM BHUMATEIHHBIM, TAKUM J100-
pPBIM, TAKMM HEXHBIM B Ty JAJIEKYI0 HOUb. Kakas >ke oHa Tymas — pemmiia, YT0 OH MOT OTHOCHTBCS
K Hel Kak-To no-ocodenHomy! Hu onun my»xunHa Tak K Hell He oTHocwiics. Ho Crusen JlaiioHe u
He ObUI MOXOK Ha TeX MYKYMH, KOTOPBIX OHa 3Hana. Kpacus, obasreneH, ooxonurenexn. Hu ogna
cecTpa B rOCIUTAJIE HE MOIJIa YCTOSITh MEPEJl €ro YapamH.

Mepcu He Obla HCKITIOYCHHEM.

Omna xoTena ObUIO Pa303JIUTHCS, ITOHUMAs, YTO TIOHAI0OOMIIACh €MY TOJIBKO ISl TOTO, YTOOBI
OTBJICYKCSI, HO COOOpa3miIa: TO, 9YTO OH HE IIOMHUT MOIPOOHOCTEN X OTHOIICHHUH, MOXKET OKa3aThCs
BBITOAHBIM 117151 Hee. M mouemy Obl He BoCTIONB30BaThes 3TUM? C TOH MHUHYTHI, KOT/Ia B €€ )KU3Hb
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Bomiesn J[>)KoH, OHa cTaja Takoi JDKHBOM, 4TO cama cede yausisuiach. JIroooss k Ctuseny JlaiioHcy,
a MOTOM M K €r0 ChIHY CTajla I030poM Jjisl Hee. Ternepb HU OJMH MYKYMHA HE BO3bMET €€ B KCHBI.

E#t mpencTosiio cronpkoro nodutkes, a Maopy JlaiioHCy ObUTO TIOUTH HEedero TepsATh. OHa
y’Ke TIoKa3aja ce0st peKpacHO MaTephio U cTajia Obl TAKOM JKe Xopolel xeHoil. brarogaps 6paxy
JIxoH ocrascs Obl B €€ KHU3HU, a OHA — B €T0.

Heyxenu ona u npaBaa coOupaeTcst mpoaoKarh 3TOT Gapc?

A 49TO, €CIM Ha caMOM Jiesie OH Bce MoMHMT? Toraa oH cTaHeT npe3uparb ee. OcMenuTes Ju
OHA MOMTH Ha TaKO! pUCK?

Mepcu pasbliie HUIKOMY U3 IOCTOPOHHUX HE TOBOpMIIA, YTO Npou3Bena /koHa Ha cBeT. JTa
YyecTh NMpUHAmIekana apyroi. Ho xeHunmHa, kotopasi €ero poausia, OTBEpHYJIACh OT HEro. bpo-
CWJIa €ro, IOTOMY YTO NMPUCYTCTBUE peOeHKa SBJISUIOCH YTPO30H Ui KpacUBOM >KU3HH, O KOTO-
pol oHa Bcerga Meutana. [loatomy Mepceu cnacia €ro u, MOCKOJIbKY KOPMUTh TPYAbIO cama He
Moria, Haiuta kopmunuiy. [loHayany oH cuiibHO Oosen, 1 Mepcu BeIXxakuBajia €ro ¢ MaHHaKallb-
HbIM yriopcTBoM. OHa y:Xe He MOIJIa BUAETh, KaK YMUPAIOT JIFO[U, U HAa ATOT pa3 MOMpPOCTY HE M03-
BOJIMJIA CMEPTH yKpacTh ero. OHa HeycTaHHO 00poJach 3a HETo, IMoKa He IMoI0pBaia COOCTBEHHOE
3JI0pOBBE.

Ho 3a te Tspxensle, cTpaliHble HeAenu oHa noirobuna JoHa Tak, OyATo 3TO oxa poauia
ero. OHa ctaJia ero MaTepbi0 BO BCEX CMBICIIaX 3TOTo cyioBa. OHa HEe CTpouIIa IJIaHOB Ha OyyIiee
HU JUTs HEeTo, HU [Tt ceOs. OHa MPOCTO MPUHUMAJIa KaXXIbIii HOBBIH JI€Hb.

3a Bpems1, mpoBeneHHOe B KpbIiMy, OHa yCBOMIIa: HEBO3MOXKHO TPEAYTanarh, 4TO ¢ TOOOM
OyneT naxe B cieayroniee MrHoBeHue. [lotom ona yBuaena ums maitopa JlaitioHca B criucke moruo-
LIMX U peuria oTBe3TH [oHa k reprorude. OH ObUT IIJIOTH OT IUIOTH €€ ChIHA.

Ho ctpax, uto /IoHa, KoTOporo oHa JitoOuia OOoJblIe )KU3HH, Y HEE OTHUMYT, 3aCTaBUII €€
Ha3Barbcs ero Mareprro. OHa 3Haja, YTO 3TUM HaBJIeUeT Ha ce0sl 1030p M YHIXKEHUS, HO 3TO OBLIO
HUYTO IO CPABHEHUIO C TOW OOJIBbIO, KOTOPYIO OHA UCTIBITala Obl, €CJIX OBl € He TT03BOJIWIIN OBITh
4yacTbio €ro >Ku3HU. OHa He Moria OOBACHUTH OylIEeBaBIINI B HEM MAaT€pUHCKUM MHCTUHKT, HO
pasiiyka ¢ HUM pa3ouia Obl ee ceplle.

Korna ona y3nana, yto maiiop JlaitoHC xuB, ee OyKBaJIbHO 3aTpsiciIo OT cTpaxa. Benb oH-
TO JIOJDKEH 3HaTh, YTO OHA HE MomIa ObITh Matepbio J[oHa! HecMoTpst Ha TO 4TO OHM MPOBEIH
BMECTE HOYb.

Ho, noxoxe, oH He MOMHUIT TOM HOUM. [lake ee camy OH BCOMHMWI ¢ TpyaoMm. [Totomy nu,
YTO OHA TakKas HEe3alOMHUHAIOMIASCS, WM MPOCTO y HETO OBUIO CTOJBKO JKEHIIWH, YTO OH Hayal
myTarbes?

HyxHo cnpocuTts ero: kro s, no-auemy? Uro, no-pamemy, Mex 1y Hamu npousonio? Ho
9TO 3TO JACT, KpOME eIie OoIbIIero yHmkeHus? Yero eme oHa MOXKET JTHIITUTHCS?

JxoHa. ENMHCTBEHHOTO Y€JIOBEKA, KOTOPBIM YTO-TO JIJIsI HEEC 3HAYMII, KOTOPBIN HAITOJIHSI €€
YKU3Hb CMBICIIOM.

Ona He MoIJIa OTKPBITH IIpaBy, HE MOIJIa pUCKOBATh. Bce BHYTpHU Hee Kpuyalio, YTO HEJb3sl
npoaospKaTth 3Ty urpy. Ho cepane He ciymanocs. OHa noiger Ha komnpomucc. OHa HE CTaHET
JraTh, HO M BCEH MpaB/bl HE OTKPOET.

— To Op11a Beero JuIIb 0Ha HOUb. — [ pyOoBaThIe C10Ba HABOIHHIIN €€ BOCIIOMHHAHUSMH 00
ux Houu. OHa mepexuiia yHHKeHHe U OecuecTbe Ky/a CTpallHee, YeM M030p, KOTOPBIH JIOKUTCS
Ha MaTb, POAMBIIYIO peOeHKa BHE Opaka.

— Temueet. Hy>xHO Bo3BpalaThcs, a He TO Balll OATIONIKA HAYHET Pa3bICKUBAaTh HAC, PEIINB,
YTO S OISATH OBJIAJIEIN BaMHU.

Ona pa3BepHyJach, UX B3Il BCTpeTHIINCh. OHA MOMBITAach YBUAETh B €0 IV1a3axX XOTh
KaKoe-TO 00BbSCHEHUE TOMY, UTO OH TaK HEO)KMJIAHHO PEILNI CMEHUTh TEMY.

— A kak xe Jlxon? Uto MbI Oyziem nenath ¢ HuM?

— He 3naro0. HyxHo OyneT 31o 00CyIuTh.
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— OH He smo. On maunbi. Pebenok. Cuactbe.

— 51 umen B Buy omy temy. Kak sxe BbI ero 3amuiaere!

— OH 3aci1y’KHMBaeT JIy4Ilero, YeM TO, YTO UMEI JI0 CUX T10P.

CruBeH npuIypuiICs.

— Jlyumero, yem MaTh?

OH xouet noimaTth ee Ha ciioBe? OH 3HaeT npaBay? OH MOAO3PEBAET, UTO. ..

—Mens HemocTaroyHo. S 1006110 €r0, HO TH000Bb HE COIPEET, HE YTOIMT IOJI0/1a, HE 3alIUTHT.

— OT KOT0 €ro HY>KHO 3aIlHIIATh?

OHa mocMoTpesia B CTOPOHY.

— Hu ot koro. I umena B Bugy B 001IEM.

— BbI ocranerech Ha HOUb, — CKa3ajl OH U, HE JIOKUAASICh OTBETA, MOMIEN K JJOMY, 3aMETHO
MIPUBOJIAKUBAs HOTY.

— YTO 3HAYUT «BBI OCTAHETECH»? — CIIPOCUJIA OHA, CXBATHUB €T0 32 PYKY.

OH nepHyics, Kak OyATo ee IPUKOCHOBEHUE ObLJI0 €My HEBBIHOCUMO. W 3TOT uenoBek Korya-
TO MOJIy4aJl yA0BOJIbCTBUE OT JIF0OOOT0 00111eHus ¢ )KeHIuHamu! []a 4To ske ¢ HUM CITy4rIIOCh Ioclie
TOTO, KaK OH IMOKHUHYJI TOCIHUTAJb?

Eit 3ax0Tenoch yTemmTh ero, Kak OH KOT/ia-To YTEIIMI €€, HO C Yero HadaTh?

— Hawm emie Bo MHOTOM HY>KHO pa3o0parbcsi, — cka3ai oH. — He GoliTech, y HAC 31€Ch KOMHAT
0oJbllie, 4YeM HYXKHO, U 51 YBEPEH, YTO BaC MOXKHO CHPSATATh TaK, YTOOBI sl BaC HE HAIlIEe.

KuBHyB, oHa HanpaBuUiIach K JOMY, @ OH IOILEJN CJIEIOM, IIbITAasICh HE OTCTaBaTh.

— Kaxercs, BbI cTanu cuiibHEe XpoMaTh, — MTKO cKa3aja OHa, 3aMeJIsisl 1ar.

— OT0 0T X0J0/a.

— Kak Bac panmino?

— [Inote Obl1a pazopBaHa Ha Oeape 0 kojeHa. Pana Bce eme He 3axkuia. He 3Haro, cmory
JIM 51 KOrAa-HUOY b XOIUTh, HE UyBCTBYS Oonu. HaBepHOe, MHE ellie MoBe3J10, UTO 5 Ha ABYX HOTax.
Ho ronosa Bce Bpemst 601utT. — OH 0cTaHOBWICA U TIIyOOKO B310XHYI. — [Iponty npomenus. S ve
coOupasicsi yTOMJISITh BaC pacCcKa3aMy O CBOMX HECUACThSIX.

— Her, s1... Xaup, uro MeHs He ObUIO TOTAA C BaMH. Sl K TOMYy BpeMeHHU yxe yexana. Mucc
H. ne tepnena... Hemog06arOIETO MOBEACHUS.

— Bawm, HaBepHOe, OBLIIO OUYEHB TSKEIIO.

— Panu /I>xona s roroBa Ha Bce. Ha Bce.

Ero ry0bl MeJJIEHHO pacTsIHYJIMCh B HEKOE 1o100ue yibIOKH, Kak OyATO OH pa3yyusics MoJib-
30BaThCsl COOTBETCTBYIOIIMMH JIUIEBBIMUA MBILIIAMHU.

— EmMy odeHsb noBeso.

Eit ocTaBanock i HagesThes, 4To Makop JlaitoHc Bcerma OyaeT Tak JyMarh.
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naBa 2

Cups 3a TyaneTHBIM CTOMKOM, Mepcu cMoTpena Ha CBOe OTpaxeHue B 3epkaine. CerogHs
3TO OBLTIO HECKOJIBKO CIOXKHEE JIeaTh, Y4eM Buepa. ITUM Be4epOoM OHa JOJKHA OBITh TOTOBA K TOMY,
YTO €€ B JI00YI0 CEKyHIy MOTYT MO3BaTh.

Omna 3apanee OblsIa TOTOBAa OCTAaThCA... TOTBKO MOTOMY, YTO OTEIl HE MPHUHSUT ObI HUKAKOTO
JPyToro ucxoja ux npueszaa croaa. OHa codpana CyHIyK, U €ro Iorpy3uiu Ha Kapety. Eciu Obl el
HE Pa3pelIniIf 0CTaThCs, OTEIl MPOCTO-HAMPOCTO BhICAIWI ObI €€ Ha 000YHMHE, a caM rmoexai Obl
cBoeit moporoii. Ee u JI>xona. Kak oH MmoxxeT He F0OUTH J[)KOHA, 3TO HEBUHHOE JIUTS, ITOIABIISe
B ceTH oOMaHa?

Mepcu crapanack He TymaTh 00 3TOM, MTOKa MPUCIAHHAS TePIOTUHEN TOPHUYHAS MBITAIaCh
COBIIAJATh C €€ HETOKOPHBIMU BosiocaMu. OHU ropasio Jydile ceOs BelH, Koraa ObUId Tyro CTd-
HYTHI, HO YMeJble pyKU TOPHUYHON IPUBENU X B MOPSIOK.

Korna repiior u ero Mats mnopy4uinch, YTO C HEM HUYETO HE CITyYUTCS, M TO00OeIali BEpHY Th
et 1o6poe ums, otel yien, kak Oyzaro Borpoc Obu1 ucyepnad. Ho 31o 66110 He Tak. [lanexo He Tak.
XOTs B 3TOM JIOME OHa YyBCTBOBaja cedst B 0€30MacHOCTH U, UTO BaxkHee, J[KOHY 3/1eCh HUUEero He
rpo3usio. Mepcu Bujena, Kak TeplioruHs cMoTpena Ha Mansauka. OHa ero yxke nomtoouna. J[>xona
O4Y€EHb JIETKO OBLIO0 MOMIOOHTE.

DTO KauecTBO €My Iepenanoch OT oTua. XoTs Mepcu W He MOIIa OTpUlaTh, YTO TENEph
TOT OBUI COBCEM HE MOX0K Ha CAMOYBEPEHHOT'O MOJIOJIOTO YeNIOBEKa, KOTOPOTO OHA BCTPETUIIA B
nosieBoM rocrurane. Ho ona Toxke usmMenuiaack. JI>KOH 3aCTaBUII €€ CHOBA CTaTh TaKOM, KaKOi OHA
ObL1a panblie. [locne Toro, yepes uTo OHa MpPOIILIA, OCHIe TOTo, YTO BHUAETa, MepcH He aymana,
YTO KOrJa-HUOY/Ib CHOBA CMOXKET YNbIOAThCSI.

Opnnako oH 3acTaBui ee ynpi0aThes. [lonauamy coBceM 4yTh-4yTh, HE3aMETHO, HO C KaXKIbIM
JTHEM, KOT/1a OHa Ha0JIro1a1a 3a TeM, Kak pacteT J[)KoH, Korja nprKUMalia ero K cede, Koraa Buena,
C KaKuM YIMBJICHHEM OH IISAUT HA MUP BOKPYT ce0sl, ee ynblOka ctaHOBHIACK Bee mupe. Co Bpe-
MEHEM OH CTaHET elle 0oJiee JTI0OONBITHBIM, U € XOTEJI0Ch IIPOUTH Yepe3 Bce BMecTe ¢ HUM. Ei
XOTENIOCh HAYYUTh €r0 JIa3aTh MO JAEPEBbIM, XOTh 3TO OTHIONb HE XKeHCKoe 3aHsaTue. Eif xoTenock
YBUJAETh, KaK OH BIEPBBIC CSAET HA JIOIMIAAh. XOTEJIOCh HA0MI0AATh, KaK OH OyJIeT CTAaHOBUTHCS
MY>KYMHOMH, C KOTOPBIM HY>KHO CUUTAThCs. TakuM ke, Kak ero oTell.

Koraa ropauyHas HakOHEI CIpaBHIIach ¢ €€ BOJIocaMH, MepcH 0CTOPOXKHO Hajena OieTHo-
3eNeHoe IiaThe. BoT yxe aBa rofga oHa HOCWIIA TOJBKO YyepHoe. Eif 3To ka3anoch BaKHBIM, Kak
OyATO TOT MPAUHBIH IBET MOT MOMYEPKHYTh 3HAYUMOCTH €€ 3aHsATHs. Ho ceronns O6b110 ropasno
BaKHEe oOpaTUTh Ha ceOsl BHUMaHUE Makopa JlalioHca, cienaTh BCE, YTO B €€ CHJIax, YTOOBI OH
TIPUHSIT €€ B CBOIO KMU3Hb. Paau J[xoHa.

3eIIeHbIN BET BCET/a i e U MIPEKPACHO COYETANICH C PhbDKUMH BOJIOCaMH. MeTHO-phIKHE,
OHHU BBIJICJISUIA €€ CPEIM OCTANBHBIX MEJCECTEP, KOT/Ia OHA 3aXOfuiia B manary K paHeHbIM. OHU
Hayajy Ha3bIBaTh €€ PEDKHI aHTrel.

K cteimy Mepcu, npucoenuHuThes K Mucc H. ee moATONKHYIO HE TONBKO KelaHUE TMOMO-
ratb paHeHbIM. HUKakuX BUJOB Ha 3aMy>KE€CTBO Y He€ HE ObLJIO, M OHA MO MPOCTOTE AYHIEBHOU
noayMaja, MoHaJesnach, YTO TaM CMOXKET KOMY-HHOYIb TOHpaBUThCS. Eif maxke nmpencTapisnocsk,
Kak oHa Oy/ieT BBITHPATh JI0O KaKOMY-HHOY/Ib pAHEHOMY COJIJIATy, KaK UX B3IVISIIBI POMaHTUYECKU
BCTPETATCA U MEX]Ly HUMHU TYT € BCIIBIXHET JIIOOOBHAS UCKpA.

Ho coBcem He 0 1100BH TyMaeT 4eNnoBEK, KOT/Ia €ro TOIIHUT, TPSICET B JINXOPAJIKe, KOTJa OH He
B COCTOSIHUU yTPABIIATH Ja’K€ CAMBIMU MMPOCTHIMU (DYHKITUSIMU OpraHu3Ma. EMy He 10 pOMaHTHKH,
KOTJIa OH TepsieT PyKy WJIM HOTY W BOeT OT Oomu. HexHble cioBa mienrtana TOIBKO OHA, YTOOBI
YCIOKOWTD, KOTJIa paHbl U 00Ne3HU MPOOYKAalld B YETIOBEKE €r0 3BEPUHYIO CYIIHOCTH, MPEXKIIEe
yeMm 00patuTh B HUUTO. OHa 3acTaBisiia ceOsl CAePKUBATh CJIE3bl, TOTOMY YTO 3Haja: KaK TOJbKO
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OHH TIOTEKYT, UX yxe OyaeT He ocTaHOBUTh. OHa JII00MIIA KaXKI0TO MY>KUYHMHY B CBOEM OTICIICHHH,
HO 3TO OBLJIO HE TO UyBCTBO, KOTOPOE OIMHUCHIBAIOT B POMaHaX U BOCIEBAIOT B COHETAX.

To 6bu1a MOO0BB, POXKICHHAS TPU3HATEIFHOCTHIO 32 CAMOOTBEPKEHHOE CITY’)KEHHE POIUHE,
KEJTaHUEM OOJIETYHTh CTpaJaHus, yTemuTh. [lyTemecTBie cBoe Mepcu Hadana Kak [oHas hjea-
JUCTKA, UILYIIasi IPUKIIOYEHUH U My»CKOro BHUMaHus. Ho oueHb CKOpo OHa ye Jymasa TOJIbKO
O CJIy>)KEHUU BBICIIEH 1I€JIU, U B KOHLIE KOHIIOB €€ COOCTBEHHBIE JKEJIaHUs epecTall UMETh 3Ha-
YeHHe, a TO, YEM OHa SIBJISIACH, IEPECTANIO CYILIECTBOBATh, U JKEHIIMHA, [TOYTH € HEe3HAKOMasl,
nocenusach B ee 000JI0uke. A MOTOM HacTajla HOUb, KOT/la €€ MUP PyXHYIIL...

Omna cHOBa mocMoTpesia Ha ce0sl B 3epKajlo, IOKa TOPHUYHAs paclpaBisiia pyKaBa Iu1aThs U
100ku. Hy»Ho Bce pacckazars CtuBeny Jlaitoncy. Ho B 3Tom citydyae oHa puckyet norepsarts J[oHa.

— Cnacu60, moka Bce, — ckazasia Mepcu TOpHUIHOM, OTITyCKasl ee.

Korna neBymika yiuia, oHa nojpouuia K JETCKOM KpoBaTke, KOTOPYIO I11e-TO pa3ioobLia rep-
noruss. J[)KoH jiexai B Heil, mocackiBasi BO CHE Kyaadok. Hy)kHO ObUTO 1T03BaTh KOPMHUIIUILY, KOTO-
pyto oHa HaHsia B [lapuxke U KoTOpast cCONpoOBOXKasla €e MOBCIOY, KyJa Obl OHa HU OTIIPaBUIIAChH
¢ JlbxonoM. JKaHeTT npuexaia ¢ Hel U OTLIOM B KapeTe U, I0KA OHU Pa3roBAPUBAJIN C FEPLIOIOM U
€ro mMarepbto, nuia yail B KyxHe. Korja crano noHsTHo, uro maiop Jlaiionc xouet, uto6s1 Mepcu
ocTaisiach, JKaHETT OTBEIM OHY U3 KOMHAT Juis npuciyru. Pedenok u myx JKaneTt ymepnau ot
xosiepel. OHa 6e3 coxxaneHus nmokuHyna Opaniuio, 1 Mepcu Obuta O6iarogapHa e 3a MOMOIIIb,
IOTOMY YTO CaMa €lIle He yMella KaK CleayeT o0panarbes ¢ MaJIeHbKUMHU JIETbMHU, HO HE XOTela
paccraBatbes ¢ J>KOHOM.

OH He naBaJl el pacKJIEUThCSI, Cl1acall OT HOUYHBIX KOIIMapoB. Mepcu moHnMasa, 4To Heclpa-
BE/IJTMBO BO3JIarath MOJOOHYIO pOJIb HA HEBUHHOE TUTS, HO €if OblIa HEBBIHOCHMA MBICTH O TOM,
9TO OHa OOJIBIIIE HUKOTJ]Aa HE OOHUMET €T0, He YBHHT €T0 CIIaKOT0 JIMYMKA, HE TIOTIaUT MATKHE
ICYKH.

Ecnu 6pak co CtuBenom JlailoHCOM TO3BOJHT €il ocTtarbesi ¢ J[>KOHOM, OHa CHENaeT BCE,
YTOOBI 3TOT OpaK COCTOSIICS.

Jaxxe ecnu 310 OyzieT 03Ha4aTh, YTO OHA HUKOIZIA HE CMOXKET PacKpbITh mpasay o J[koHe,
JTa)Ke €CJIM 3a 3TO el MPUIETCS LeyI0 BEUHOCTh TOPETh B aJICKOM IUIAMEHHU.

Omna rotoBa ObuIa MOKTH Ha JIIOOYI0 *KepTBYy. Ha mo0yro!

CTuBeH TOCTOSSHHO YYBCTBOBaJ Ce€O0sl TakK, CJIOBHO IMPOCHINAJICA TOCIE TPaHAHO3HOU
nomnoiiku. HecMoTpst Ha TO 4TO Tenepb OH IMIJI TOPa3 0 MEHbIIIE, YeM KOTa-1100, TojioBa €ro Bena
ce0st Tak, OyaTO OH MW CIIUPTHOE TAJITIOHAMH.

Jaxe celiuac, paHO yTPOM, MBICTTH €T0 Kak Oyzro 3actuiiai TymaH. Cusi B MATKOM KO>KaHOM
Kpeciie B Oubmuorexke Opara, OH T€p BUCOK W KPUBUJICS OT OOJIH, KOT/Ia MabIlbl CIy4ailHO Toma-
JIaJTM Ha [IpaM, HauWHABIIMKICS cpa3y noj HuM. CTUBEH, KOHEYHO, IOHUMAJI, YTO, €CII OBl Jaxe
He 3a0bUT caMy BOIHY, BPSIII JIM OH OBLT HACTOJIBKO COCPEOTOUEH Ha COOCTBEHHOM OJIaronoyduH,
9TOOBI IOMHHTH MPOMCXOXKICHUE KaXKIO0H CBOSH paHbl, HO TOT/A OHH, IO KpalHel Mepe, pHoo-
penu 6b1 Kakoi-To cMbIci. OIHAKO BMECTO MOCJIEIHUX JBYX JIET B €10 CO3HAHUU 3Usija JbIpa.

— Marp 10BOJBHA, YTO Thl BCIOMHWI Mucc JloycoH, — ckazain ANHCIH, CasCh HAIIPOTUB
CruBeHa U BBITATHBAS CBOU ITTUHHBIC HOTU. Y HUX HE OBLIIO BO3MOYKHOCTH OCTaThCs HACIMHE C TOU
MUHYTHI, KOTJ]a OH COOOIITIII MaTepH ¥ Opaty 0 MpUOBITUN HeXAAHHBIX TOCTEH. — Pa3 Tl BCIIOMHILT
€€, BCE OCTaJIbHOE TOXKE CKOPO BCIIOMHHMILIb.

Ecnu 651!

— K coxanenuto, MaTh Tak U HE Hay4yusach MOHUMATh, KOTJA s TOBOPIO mpaBay. Kak, mo-
TBOEMY, IOYEMY MHE Y/1aJI0Ch TaK JI0JT0 MOJIb30BATHCS €€ 01aroCKIOHHOCThIO?

AMHCIIY, KaK BCET/Ia, HE BbIIaJl CBOMX 4yBCTB. ECiu OH M yIMBHIICS, 5TO HUKAK HE OTPA3UIIOCh
Ha €ro JIMIIE.

— S Gosuicst aToro. UTO THI XOYEIlIb. ..
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— CkpbITh IIpaBy?

AliHcnu ocTaBuil 0€3 BHUMaHUs e/lkoe 3aMedanue. CTUBEH HaXOJUJ €ro HEBO3MYTHUMOCTh
BECbMa paszipaxaroleil. Bompouem, B mociieiHee BpeMsi €ro MHOTO€ CTallo pazapaxkarb. OH npue-
XaJl B UMEeHHe Opara, YTOObI 3aJICUUTh PaHbl, HAOPATHCS CUII, HO CYMTAJI, YTO €r0 3J0POBbE YXKE HE
yayumurtes. EMy Xorenock aBurarbes Janblile, noexarb B JIOHIOH, CHATBH JOM, BEpHYThCS K 3Ha-
koMoi1 sxu3HH. Torna Bce OyaeT Tak, CJIOBHO HUYETO HE MPOU30ILI0, HECMOTPS Ha TO YTO KaKHe-
TO BOCIIOMUHAHUS CTEPIUCH U3 ero namsaTu. Mucc JloycoH Oblia /it HEro HE3HaKOMKOI, HO ¥ caM
JUis ce0st OH ObLT HE3HAKOMIIEM.

— Ecnu T €€ He TOMHUIIIB, TOYEMY CUUTACIIb, YTO OHA HE JDKET? — cripocui AiHcnu. — YTo,
€CJIM OHa MPOCTO PELINIa BOCIOIB30BAThCS. .. TBOUM HOJIOKEHUEM?

Bce Tak crapaTensHO 00XOIHITN CTOPOHOM €T0 HEAOCTATOK, KaK OyATO OOSITHCH Ha3bIBATh €0
TE€M, YEM OH SBJISUICS HA CaMOM JIeJie, — IPU3HAKOM YMCTBEHHOTO paccTpoiicTa. [loxkanyi, emy
CJIEI0BAJIO OBITH OJaroJapHbIM UM 3a TO, UTO OHU HE YNPSATAIU €ro B NCUXYILIKY. A €CJIH 3Ta €ro
3a0BIBYMBOCTH — TOJILKO Hauano? Kto 3Haet, BO 4TO OHA pa3oBbETCS?

[Tanpiamu, KOTOpBIE, BEPOATHO, KOTIA-TO J1ackaiu Mucc JloycoH, o norep J100.

— HukTo 00 3TOM He 3HaeT, KpoMe CEMbU M MOETO Bpaya. Sl mpocui coXxpaHUTh 3TO B TaliHe
Y HaJIel0Ch, YTO MOIO NMPOCHOY BBHIMOJHMWIN. Tak 4TO OHa crojja mpuexasia B MOJIHON YBEPEHHOCTH,
970 51 ee moMHIO. OOMaHBIBaTh €l HE MMENI0 CMbIcia. Ee okb cpa3y Oblia Ol pa3zobmadena. K
TOMY K€, s TyMalo, OHa CUMTAJIa, UTO 1 yMeEp.

— Jla, oHa, moxosxe, He OKUANA YBUAETh T€OS )KUBBIM, HO 3TO HE IMOJATBEPKIEHUE TOTO, YTO
pebeHok TBoH. MoeT ObITh, OHA SBUJIACH CIOJA, II0JIaras, YTO HUKTO HE CMOYKET OIPOBEPTHYThH
ec 3asBJICHHUE.

— Kakoii Tel mogo3purenbHblil! MHe OHa He oKa3anach MOXOKEH Ha MOLICHHMUILY.

— T Tak pemmn, mpoBes ¢ Hel momdaca? Tl pacckasal el mpaBay o cede, Koraa Bbl TYJIsIn
no canay?

On nepemectun B3nA Ha Opara. Cpenu apyseit u 3HakoMbIX CTHBEHA HU Y KOTO HE OBbLIO
crapuiero Opara rpada u Miamero reprora. Mare ero He Tepsiia BpeMEHH J1apoM U MOCIIe TOTO,
KaK TEpBBIA €€ MYX yMep, OCTaBHB €€ OJHY C JIByMsl CHIHOBBSIMHU U 0€3 CPENICTB K CYIIEeCTBOBA-
HUIO, 0UY€Hb CKOPO 003aBeach BTOPbIM My>keM. He nMest NpuBbIUKY OTKJIa/1bIBaTh BaXKHBIE 1€1a Ha
IIOTOM, OHa BCKOPE PO/iMjIa BTOPOMY MY:Ky HacienHuka. Pancom Ceiimyp, repuor AifHcnu, Beeraa
Ka3aJicsl cTaplile CBOMX JIeT. Ero moCcTosIHHOE )keaHie ObITh OTBETCTBEHHBIM U YPABHOBEIICHHBIM
YeJIOBEKOM HECKOJIbKO yToMJIs10 CTHBEHA, 0COOEHHO KOTja OH ObLII B UTPUBOM HACTPOEHHUH, XOTS
3Ta €ro Jo0OBb K UIPaM M CTaja NPUUYMHON HBIHEUIHETO 3aTPyIHUTENbHOTO nojoxeHus. Mute-
pecHo, mucc Jloycon ctouna Toro? EMy ka3zanocsk, 4to 1a. HaBepHsika B MUHYTYy CTpacTH, HaBUCAs
HaJ HEIO M Al CBEPXY B €€ IU1a3a 1IBETa BUCKHU, MYXKUMHA JJOJKEH UCIBITHIBATH MPOCTO HE3EM-
HBIC YyBCTBA.

— Omna pommiia MHe pebenka, AitHcmu. Kak MHe eif cka3arp, 4To 51 COBEPILIEHHO €€ HE IOMHIO?
OHa ¥ Tak nepexxusia yHuxeHue.

— Iloxose, yyacTue B BOiHE c/ienano U3 Tedst JOCTOMHOTO YeI0BEKa.

— Ho xakoii eHou. ...

VYTpara BocioMuHaHuil He AaBaia emy nokosi. Hora B mocneanee Bpems Oosiena HEBBIHO-
cumo. MHorna emy ka3ajiock, 4To 3Ta 00Jb CAENAeT TO, YEro HE yAaJIOCh Bpary, — IPUKOHYUT €TO.
B ronose noctostHHO cTOsUT TyMaH. CTUBEH outymiai cedst 00y301 U1t CEMbH, U OOJIBILIE BCETO EMY
XOTEJIOCh BBI3I0POBETH, YUTOOBI 3aKUTh CBOEH COOCTBEHHOI, HE3aBUCUMOM KU3HBIO.

— 51 ckazan Obl, YTO ThI CKOpee 3a0y/Aelilb y’Kachl BOMHBI, YEM XOPOILIEHBKOE JIMYHKO.

CruseHn oOxer ObI Opara B3IJISIIOM, HO 3TO YCHIIHIIO ObI 00JTh B ToJIOBE. K TOMY e AHCIN
ObLT HE U3 TeX, KOTO MOXHO yCTPAIIUTh B3IJISJIOM.

— 51 3a0b11 HE KaKue-To pparMeHTHl MOCIeTHUX ABYX JIeT. 51 3a0bLT BCe, MPOUCXOAMBIIIEE B
3TOT HEPUO/I.
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— U Bce paBHO... 3a0bITh AaMy...

— 51 Mor cnarb ¢ AHKUHOM J1aM — CKOpee BCEro, Tak U ObLIO, — HO HU OJHY U3 HUX 5 HE
MOTy BCIOMHUTb. — OH HE MOT' BCTIOMHUTD JIMILIa HU OJHOM KEHIIUHBI U HU OJJHOTO MY>KUUHBI, C
KOTOpPBIMM MMEJ JIeNI0 3a ocieaAnue 1Ba roga. Hu conpar u3 cBoero nonka, Hu Bparos. Ho Benp
OH JIOJDKEH OBLT 3aIIOMHUTH XOTs OBl JIMIIA TeX, Koro yousan! MeHbllle BCero eMy X0TelIOCh BCIIO-
MHUHATh MEPTBEIIOB, HO OH OBbLI OBI COITIACEH JIaXKe Ha ATO, JIUIIH Obl BCTIOMHUTH XOTh YTO-HUOY/b.

— W 4t0 THI C HeWl HamepeH AenaTh? — cpocusl AWHCIM, BO3BPAIAs €ro MBICIU K MHCC
HoycoH.

— IlonsaTHA HE UMEIO.

— Ecnu MasipunInKa TBOM. . .

— Te1 B 3TOM COMHeBaebes?

AWHCIM BBINPSAMUIICS, TOAAJICSA BIEPEA U yHepcs JIOKTSIMHU B KOJIEHH, JiepyKa KOHUMKaMU
MaJiblIeB CTaKaH MOPTBEHHA.

—Omna He ObL1a OBl IEPBOI JKEHIIUHOMN, KOTOPAsi. .. BRIOMpPAET OTIa peOEHKY pajin MOJI0KEHUS
B 00LIECTBE.

CruBeH niepecrtai TepeTh JI0O U IpUrKaJl Majblbl K BUCKY.

— Ona He moka3anachk MHE Hepa300opuuBoOi B CBs3siX. OHA cKa3aja, YTO MbI ITPOBEJIM BMECTE
BCET0 O[HY HOYb.

Emy ocTaBanoch TonpKO raznarh, OblIa M OHA TAKOH ke, KaK Te€ OECUHCIICHHBIE KeHIIUHBI,
KOTOPBIX OH 3HaJ J10 Hee. [y Hero co0na3sHUTh U YJIOKUTh B CBOIO MTOCTEIb JKEHIIUHY ObUIO BCE
paBHO 4YTO 00BE3UTH Jowaab. B JIoH10HEe OH BecbMa ropAMIICS CBOUMHU aMypPHBIMU MOABUTaMU U
HE 33 {yMBIBAJICSI HU O 4yeM, Kpome ynoBoibscTBHsA. OH copeBHOBaucs ¢ Bectkmuddom B Oymyapax,
CTPEMSICh MOJYUUTh CJIaBy JIy4lIEero JI0OOBHMKA, YEM CTapIIuii Opart.

WNnn xe mucc Jloycon Obi1a yeM-to 00nbmnM? bbula a1 ux J1:000Bb TaKOW 3aXBaTbIBAIO-
1IEH, 4TO OHA OTJajach EMy U3 CTpaxa, YTo Ta HOUb MOIJIA CTAaTh €IMHCTBEHHOW OTIYIIEHHOMN UM,
MOCKOJIbKY YTPOM OH MOT TIOTUOHYTH?

A Temnepb UX pazfennia 3Ta NPOKJISATast HEIOBKOCTh. Eciau BepHO mocieqHee npeanonoxe-
HUE, I Hee 3Ta cuTyauus eule yxacHee. KoHeuHo ke, OHa paccuuThiBaja Ha 0oJjiee MBUIKYIO
BCTpEYY.

B mo6oM citydae oH 9yBCTBOBAJ CeOsi CBUHBEH.

— YT0 HACTOpa)KUBaET €1lie OOJbILIE.

— Wnu nokassiBaert, 4To, KPOME MEHS, Y He€ HUKOIO He ObLIIO.

— Teneps, korna peGeHOK yxe poauscs, Opak HE CMOET C Hee ISATHO.

— Ho ckpacut rpex. OHa BblilieT 3a oTLIa MajlburKa. BAoBy1IkaM 3TO HOHpaBUTCS.

— Ecnu Tbl Ha HEl KEHUIIBCS, 3TO HE CAENAeT peOCHKA 3aKOHHBIM.

— 3aro axT mapnameHTta caenaer. Kak jke MHe moBesno, yTo y MeHs JBa Opara B [lanare
JopaoB!

AliHCIM 00paTUIl Ha HETO CBOM JIbSIBOJIBCKHM MPOHULIATENbHBIHN B3I,

— Ilouemy Tebe Tak XOUeTCsl HallENUTh 3TU KaH/1aJIbl, HECMOTPSI Ha TO YTO 5 CTaparoCh ome-
1aTh 3ToMy?

CTHBEH 3apOKHUHYJ TOJIOBY M IIOCMOTpEN Ha ppecku Ha moTodke. Jlecubie HUM(BI 1 coba3-
HUTEJbHBIE KpacaBHIIBI ¢ OOHAXKEHHBIMH pyKamu... [Iokoi, koToporo emy Tak He xBarajno. Ero
TEp3aJ10 TO, YETO OH HE MOT BBIYAUTH U3 CAMbIX JAJIbHUX 3aKOYJIKOB cBOero pasyma. Ho ecnu Bcriom-
HUTb BCE, YTO MPOM3OILIO 3a 3TU JABa roja, yMEHbIIATCs JU ero MmydeHus? Wnm ke, Ha000poT,
C/ENAIOTCsl BOBCE HEBBIHOCUMBIMU? Eciu BEpUTh BCEMY, UTO OH YWTAJ] U CIIbIIIAJ, HE IOMHUTh
9TON BOIHBI OBLJIO UCTUHHBIM OylarocioBeHueM. Bpaun Ha3pIBaloT 3T0 «amHe3us». Hetr Huuero
HEOOBIYHOTO B TOM, YTO 4eNlOBEK 3a0bIBaeT HenpusaTtHoe. Kak Oyaro CTUBEHY HE XBarajio peliu-
MOCTH ITOCMOTPETH B JIMLIO MEPEKUTOMY KOIIa-TO ykacy. Ero Tepsasia MbICib, YTO OH OKa3aJcs
TPYCOM, KOTOPBIN TOJIBKO paji OTCYTCTBUIO BOCTIOMHUHAHMM.
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— He 3nato, mouemy MeHs1 Ha 3TO MOTAHYJIO, — HAKOHEI OTBETUJ OH Opary. — O Opake 5 10
CHUX IOp HE 3aAyMBbIBAJICS.

— BoT mosTomMy-T0 MEHS M 0331a4MII0 TBOE COrTacue OE3pOMOTHO MPUHSATH 3TO KaK CyIb0Y.

— Marb TOBOpUT, peOCHOK MOX0K HA MEHSI.

— 51 B cBOE€I )KM3HU BHUJIE]T MHOYKECTBO JETEW, U BCE OHM BBIVISAIAT OJWHAKOBO. Po30BBIE
HICKH, TYObI 0AHTUKOM, PACKOCHIE IJ1a3a.

— TbI C BO3pacTOM CTAaHOBHUIIILCS IIMHUKOM.

— CTaHOBIIOCH TOX0XKUM Ha CTapUIMX OpaTheB.

— Moskelb TOXBacTaThCs ycrnexaMu B criasibHe? — cripocusi CTUBEH, OXBAaYCHHBIA OTYASH-
HBIM EJIaHUEM OTBJIEYb Pa3roBOP OT CBOEH NEPCOHBI, IOKA HE JIOMHYJ YEpEIl.

AWHCIIY Wb SIZIOBUTO YIBIOHYICS:

— TbI BITACIIBCS CMEHUTH TEMY.

—Ha, s...

TyT OTKpbUIaCh IBEPH, OHU TTOBEPHYIIH TOJIOBBI U YBUJEIHU, YTO B KOMHATY BOIIUIA MaTh U
mucc Jloycon. CTHBEH TyT K€ IMOIHSUIICS, HO CIIMIIKOM ObicTpo. Hory mponsuiia octpast 60716, ¥ OH
4yTh HE MOTEPAT paBHOBecHe. UTOOBI HE ynacTh, OH CXBaTUJICS 3a CIIMHKY Kpecia, HalesCh, UTO
BHUMaHHE MUCC J[OyCOH B 3TO MIHOBEHHE OBLIIO HANPABICHO HA KHUTH WJIU KaKyl-HUOYIb Kap-
TUHY, a HE Ha Hero. Eciu oHa 1 3aMeTHI1a ero KajiaKyro O0eCIIOMOIIHOCTb, TO BUy HE nofasia. Matb,
HAINpOTHB, Ka3aJI0Ch, TOTOBA ObLJIa pa3pbIAATHCS, HO, K CYACTHIO, JTOBOJIBHO OBICTPO B3sj1a ceOs B
pyku. OHa 3HaNa, 9TO OH HE JIIOOWT, KOT/Ia OHA MPOSBIISIET YPE3MEPHYIO MaTEPUHCKYIO 3a00TY.

Bnpouewm, 3a00Tbl Kakoi-HUOY/Ib XOPOILLIEHBKOW TOPHUYHON Y HETrO HE BBI3BIBAIM TaKOIO
HETPUSTHSL.

Tonbko OH HE OBLT C JKEHITUHOM C TOTO JIHSA, KOTJIa OYHYJICS B MPOKJISATON BBHITPEOHOH sMeE,
KOTOpYIO Ha3bIBaIu rocnutaieM. He Tak naBHO nmpupo/ia cHoOBa Hadaja OpaTh CBOE, HO KaKasl KEH-
IIMHA 3aX04€eT KaJeKy, B KOTOPOro OH MpeBpaTuics?

— Bce xoporo, — mpoGopmMoTan oH, OTTAIKHBAs 3a00TIIMBO MPOTIHYTYI0 AWHCIIH PYKY, KOTO-
PYyIO TOJIBKO ceryac 3ameTuil. — Bee xopomo.

Tonbko Bce ObLIO HE TaK YK U Xopoino. Mepcu JloycoH oH He Ha3Basl Obl KpacaBHIIEH, U BCE
€ B HEW MOSBUJIOCH YTO-TO IputArarenapHoe. Kak Oynro 3a BpeMs, MOIIEIIee C TOTO MOMEHTA,
KaK OH OCTaBWJI €€ B TOCTUHOM, IIPEeIyNpPeaAUB CEMbIO, YTO MUcC J[OyCOH OCTaHEeTCs, U 1O CBOETO
MOSIBJICHUS] B OMOIMOTEKe OHA 0Operna MOKOW M AYHIEBHYIO TapMOHHIO. TO, 4eTro OH >Kejaj Tak
OTYasiHHO, €11 1ajoch 6€30 BCSKOTo TpyAa.

— Mucc Jloycon, — Hayasr AMHCIU, BBICTYIIUB BIIEPE/ U CJIETKa MOKIOHUBIINCH. — [103BOsBTE
3aMETHUTh, BBl 04apOBaTENIbHO BRIV ANTE. Cy/is 10 BCEMY, BbI HAIILIH BCE, YTO BaM HYKHO.

— a, 6naronapto Bac, Bama cBemiocTb. He 3Hato, KakuM 4yzioM Ballla MaTyIllKa cCyMena 3a
CTOJIb KOPOTKOE BpeMs pa3o0bITh KOJIbIOENb, [xoHy B Hell oueHb yroTHO. OH HUKOIJA HE crall
TaK KPEmKo.

Nwms cbiHa cneTeno ¢ ee sA3blKa, Kak ciajakasi KoJblOeabHas MECHS, MSITKO U YCIIOKaUBaIOILIE.
CruBeH nogyman o TOM, Kak €ro MMsl MOIVIO 3By4aTh B €€ yCTaX B MOMEHT CTpacTH. JT0 Oyner
HECJIOKHO Y3HATh CEro/iHA 'ke BeuepoM. OH BeJien ClyraM YCTPOUTD €€ B TOM K€ KpbLJIe, I/1€ HaXo-
JII1ach U €ro KoMHara. J[a, 370 He 04eHb OJIArOpPOIHO € €r0 CTOPOHBI, HO OHU B3POCIIbIE JIHOIH, U K
TOMY K€ €€ pelyTalus y>Ke U TaK MOpsIKoM ImoaMoueHa. Jla u morom, 31ech, B UMEHUU OpaTa, KoMy
Kakoe /1710 J10 3Toro? JItoOOBHUKA €ro MaTepu TOXKE OCOOEHHO HE CKPBIBAJIM, XOTh U HE BHICTAB-
JSUTA HaroKa3. AWHCIIM TOYHO HE OCYJIUT €ro 3a TO, YTO OH MUIET YOBOJBCTBUE TaM, IIE MOXKET.
Cryru 3HaIOT, YTO paclpOCTPaHEHUE CIUIETEH 00EPHETCA ISl HUX YBOJIBHEHUEM U UTO FEpLIOT CKOP
Ha pacIpany.

— braromaputh 3a 3T0 Hy)XHO Moero crapiiero Opara, rpada Bectknmudda. Itum retom y
HETO IMOSIBUJICSI HACJIEHHK, U TEPIIOTHHS HACTOsIa HA TOM, YTOOBI Y HaC BCe OBLIO TOTOBO HA TOT
cllydai, ecy MaJblia npuBe3yT K Ham. OHa ero Oaiyer.
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— U s He Mory 0ayoBaTh OJHOTO BHYKA M HE 0AJIOBATh APYroro, — BCTABHJIA TEPIIOTHHSL.

CTuBeH yIUBWICS: KaK 3TO PaHBIIE €My HE MPHIILIIO B TOJIOBY, YTO €CITH PEOCHOK JICHCTBH-
TEJIBHO €T0, TO, BEIXOHT, Y €r0 MaTepH MOSBUIICS elie oauH BHYK? OT 3TON MBICIIA OH TIOYYBCTBO-
BaJs ce0s y’KacHO CTapbIM.

lexu mucc JloycoH mopo3oBenu, kKak OyTo oHa Toe 00 3ToM nogymaina. CTHBEH 3aMeTHII,
YTO eMy HaYMHACT HPABUTKCS, KOTJIA Ha €€ JIUIIC MPOCTyIaeT pyMsHell. M BeIIsiaeia oHa Ha caMOM
nele nmpekpacHo. Tenepb Ha Hel OBLIIO YyTh OoJiee HAPSTHOE IJIAThe, C KPYIIIBIM BBIPE30M, KOTO-
PBIi OTKPBIBAII IICI0 W YACTUYHO IUICYH, HO JIUIIH CIeTKa OOHAXKAI JIOKOMHKY MEXTy TPyIsSMHU.
Bunen v oH ee B 3TOM 11aThe npexie? BeickaspiBasics i o Hem? Min ke OHO HOBOE U OHA XKJIET
ot Hero oneHku? [Toxoxe, OHa U BIPSMb 4ET0-TO KJaia. BO3MOXKHO, YTO OH YTO-TO CKaXET, a He
OyZeT MoJiya CTOSITh KaK UCTyKaH.

— Mucc JloycoH, He kenlaeTe JI1 HEMHOTo BUHA mniepes odeaom?

OHa, moxoxe, yAuBUJIacCh U paccTpousiacb. MoKeT ObITh, HYKHO OBLJIO MOAOWTHU K HEU U
OIIeTIOBaTh PyKy? MoeT ObITh, paHBIIIE OH HE MOT OTOPBATh OT Hee CBOMX pyK? by/b Ha ee MecTe
r00ast Ipyrast )KEHIIWHA, €T0 HEe MYYWIH OBl 3TH BONPOckl. Ho He3HaHME KEHIUHBI, KOTOPYIO OH
oonocer Obl1 3HATH, TOPOXKIATIO Maccy TpyaHocTel. OCOOEHHO U3-3a TOTO, YTO OH HE XOTEJN, YTOOBI
oHa 00 3TOM J0raaajach.

Henenoctr kakasi-to! Ecan onn Obl1n OIM3KH, OHa €ro noiiMmer. PaboTast B rocnuralje, oHa
HaBEpHSKA CTAJIKHUBAJIACh C JIIOIbMH, C KOTOPBIMH TIPOUCXOIMIIO TO ke camoe. Ho BHIIETh kKanocTh
B OTHX IVIa3aX IIBETa BUCKU eMy ObLTO HEBBIHOCUMO. OH MOT HE MIOMHHTH 3Ty KEHIIUHY, HO TIPH-
CYIIYIO €My TOPIOCTh OH HE COOMpPAJICS TEPSTh.

— PasBe uto HemHoro. Cnacu0o, — HaKOHEL 0TO3Balach OHA.

OH 3actaBui ceOs He IPUNIAAATh Ha MPaBYIO HOTY, KOT/a ToIIes K 6apy.

— Jleo npucoeIuHUTCS K HaM CETOHS BeUepom?

— HenpemenHo, — oTBeTHIIa TepIIOTUHS U noscHuiIa muce Jloycon: — JIeo — 3aMeuaTenbHbIi,
TAJIAHTIIMBBIN XyIOKHUK. S MOMpOCHIIa €ro HamucaTh Hallu CEMEWHbIE TOPTPeThL. JlyMaro, OH 1
BaC 3aX0UYeT HAIKMCATh MACIIOM.

OpnHako He BlaJIeHUE KUCTHIO, & COBCEM JIPYTHe TaJIAaHTBI 3TOr0 MOJIOIOTO YeIOBeKa yaep-
KUBAJIA MaTh psAoM ¢ HuM. CTUBEH OBUT pajI, 4TO Y MaTepy TaKoH JIFOOOBHUK, KOTOPBIN IICHUT €
1 JJaeT BO3MOXXKHOCTh YyBCTBOBAaTh CeOsl IIOOMMOM. BBITH MOXKET, TO, UTO OHA caMa YKUJIa OTHIONb
HE TIPaBETHON KHU3HBIO, U 3aCTABIIUIO €€ MpUBeYaTh MucC JIOyCOH U HE OCYKIIaTh €.

— DT0, MOXKaITy#, HECKOJIBKO MPEXIEBPEMEHHO, — HEYBEpPEHHO Ipou3Hecia Mucc J{oycoH. —
S xe He wieH ceMbH.

—UYro BbI, KOHEYHO XK€ BbI OJTHA U3 HAC, MIJIas JIeBOYKa. Eciii He 110 3aKOHY, TO 110 COBECTH, —
3aBepuiia €e TepIOTHHS.

«MuTepecHo, — mogyman CTUBEH, — TOTajpIBaeTCs i MUCC JIOyCOH O TOM, UTO MaTh OYeHb
pemmTenpHBIN YenoBek?» ClIoBa «ITOpaXCHUE» TePIIOTHHS HE 3HAJA.

TpocTouka 3acTydana HEPUBBEIYHO TPOMKO, KOT/Ia OH mepecekan koMmHary. Mucc JloycoH
BCTpeTHIa ero Ha momyTe. OHa B3sJ1a CTAKaH U3 €ro PyKH, U UX MaJIbIbl HA MHUT COTIPUKOCHYIIHCH,
OTYETro TeIUTas BOJIHA MPOKATHIACch yepe3 Bce Teno CTHBEHA M OMyCTHIIACH B I1aX, 3aCTABHB €r0
HanpsSYbCs OT KelaHus. Tak y HUX Bcerna Obuto panbiie? OHa, TOX0Ke, HEMHOTO CMeIanach, HO
HE UCIyTaJIach, Kak OyJTO OJ00HBIC TPUKOCHOBCHHSI OBLTH €11 MPUBBIYHBI. XOTSI KTO 3HACT?

OHnHa He T0-)KEHCKH PeIINTENIFHO OTXJICOHYIa BUHA, 3aKalUUIACh, IPUKPHIB POT pykoi. Ha
IJ1a3aX y Hee BBICTYITHIIH CIIE3bI.

— IIpocrure...

— Bo3MmoyHO, OyIeT aydIiie He TUTh, & TOHEMHOTY TIOTSTHBATb.

— la, na, xoneuno. Buno BenukonenHoe. Crracu6o.

W oHu mocMotpenu Apyr Ha Apyra Tak, OyATo B KOMHATe O0Jbllie HUKOTO He Obl10. OH 3aMe-
THJI, YTO Y HEE CJIeTKa B3JIEPHYTHIM HOCHK. Bo3jie yronka pra BUIHEIACh KPOIIeYHas POJAUHKA, a
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pecHUIBl y Hee ObUIM TaKHe JUIMHHBIE, UTO €My Cpa3y MpPeICTaBUIIOCh, KaK OHU MOpXaJd HaJ €ro
JIMIIOM, KOTZIa OHHU IIeJIOBAJIMCh. bpoBHU ee pa3zaensiia Hepa3mIaKUBaKoLIascs CKJIaJKa, Kak OyJ1To
OHa MOCTOSIHHO XMypuiach. HaBepHska Tak U Oblj0, KOTrJja OHAa BbIXa)XKMBaJla paHEHBIX COJIIAT B
rocnuraine. Kaib, 9TO OH HE 3HAJ ee TPH roja Ha3ax — ceidvac OH MOT OBl OTPENEeNNTh, KaKhe
IIEPEMEHBI B HEM MPOU30LLUIH.

W uto nepemenmnock B Hell 1o ero BuHe? BriepBble B )KU3HU OH MOXKAJIEN, YTO HE JAeprKall
CBOM UEPTOBBI OPIOKHU 3acTerHyThIMH. HO Kak ke eMy X0TeI0Ch HOMHUTD KaX/1bli MUT BHYTpH Hee!

Pa3mbinuienus ero ObUTH pepBaHbl MOSBICHUEM MTOCICAHETO YYacTHHKA 00ea.

Bbe3 rpoma ¢andap, HO Bce ke CyMeB IPHUBIIEYb K ceOe BceoOIee BHUMaHUE, B OMOIMOTEKY
Boiuen JIeo. Jlo 3HakomcTBa ¢ HUM CTUBEH HE BCTpeYall IPYTrUX JIFOAEH, KOTOPbIE KUK Obl C TAKON
TIOCYKe HETOPOIUTMBOCTHIO M 0€33a00THOCTHIO, Kak JIeo. HukTo He ymoMuHan ero ¢pamMuimm, Bce
Ha3bIBaJIM €ro npocro Jleo.

— Mucc [loycoHn, — 3aroBopuia repioruss, yBozas ee or CTUBEHa K €ro sIBHOMY HEYI0BOJIb-
CTBUIO, — [T03BOJIBTE MPEICTAaBUTh BaM XYy/I0KHHKA, O KOTOPOM sl HEZJaBHO roBopuia. Jt1o Jleo.

— OueHb npusITHO, MHCTEp Jleo.

— IIpocto Jleo, — 1eHUBO TPOU3HEC TOT, B3SJI €€ PYKY U MOAHEC K Ty0am.

CruBeH MOYyBCTBOBAJ, YTO €r0 PyKa, HE CKMMAaBIIAs PYKOSATh TPOCTH, C)Kajach B KyJak.
Emy 3axorenock otaepHyTh pyky mucc Jloycon ot ry6 Jleo. Uto 310 Ha Hero Hanuio? Hukxorna
paHbIlIe OH HE PEBHOBAJ CBOMX JKEHIIMH, IOTOMY YTO BCEraa Mor 0e3 TpyAa HailTh 3aMeHy J11000i.
Y Hero ObUTH TIOOOBHUIIB, a HE BO30OIeHHbIE. OH HUKOT/a HE TPATUJI CHIIBI Ha TO, YTOOBI JKEH-
IIMHA J0CTaBJIsIa yAOBOJIBCTBUE TOJIBKO €MY, IOTOMY YTO OYE€Hb OBICTPO HauMHaJ CKy4daTh. OH
MPEANOYUTA pa3HOOOpa3He.

— Bam npuesn cran HacTOALMM Mpa3AHUKOM Ui TepLOruHH, — npodopmoTain Jleo. — Uto
HE MOXKET He pajoBarh MeHs. Cracu0o, 4To MmpHuexa.

Alincnu 6pocun Ha CtuBeHa capkacThyeckuid B3misad. VX mare pajgoBasiack, IOTOMY YTO,
Kak eil ka3asnoch, CTUBEH Hayasl OCTENIEHHO NPUXOAUTh B ceOs. [lpunercs ynyduth MUHYTKY U
OTKpBITH €l ITpaBay. He BriepBoi emy pa3o4apoBBIBaThH €€.

— JlomkeH NpU3HAThCsl, MEHSI ITIOXKET JH000MBITCTBO. [Ipexae yemM CrycTUThCS, 5 B3IVISIHYII
Ha Maibima. OH — camo oyapoBaHue, — npomosnsui Jleo.

— Cmacu60. Ho 310 He mMos 3aciyra. OH Bech B OTIIA.

— J1a, cX0ICTBO MOPA3UTEIBHOE.

—Jleo — mactep nogmeyaTb 0COOCHHOCTH YEJI0BEUECKOM BHEIIHOCTH. OH HACTOSILIUHI Xy0XK-
HuK. Eciiu JIeo BUAUT cX0ACTBO, MOYKHO HE COMHEBAThCSI, UTO OHO €CTh, — COO0IIMIIA repLoruts. B
rosioce ee OblIa CIBIIIHA HECKPhIBaeMasi TOPAOCTD 32 HEBEPOSATHBIN TaJlaHT JHOOOBHUKA, KaK Oy/ITO
TaJaHT TOT MO3BOJISUI €My CHUMATh JUIsl HEE 3BE3/bl C HEDA.

AiHCIH, CTOABIIMM psioM co CTUBEHOM, TUXOHBKO 3aCTOHAJI U MTPOILIETITAI:

— OTO OHa JUIsl MEHS CKa3ala.

— YT0OBI pa3BesTh TBOU COMHEHHUS HACUET OTLOBCTBA MaJpdMKa? — yTouHMI CTHBEH.

AWHCIM MoKaj MiedyaMu:

— Martp yMeeT HacTOsITh Ha CBOEM.

— Bam HpaBurcs Baie 3anstue? — crupocuina mucc Jloycon y Jleo, u B ee maszax OnecHynu
UCKOPKH, 0T4ero Kyjaaku CTUBEHA CHOBA CXKAJIUCh.

Omna uro, ¢pmupryet? [Touemy oHa Tak CBOOOHO IEPKUTCS C XYIOKHHKOM, TOTZIA KaK C HUM
JIOBOJILHO CKOBaHHA? Jla 4To e, uepT BO3bMHU, 32 OTHOLIEHUS Y HUX ObLIN?

— Ouenb HpaBuTcs. — JIeo, JOTPOHYBIIKCH MAJIBIIEM /IO €€ TOI00PO/IKA, IETOHBKO TIOBEPHYJI
€€ TOJIOBY TaK, YTOObl OHA CMOTpEJa Ha MOTOJIOK B AaJIbHEM yIily. — MHe XoueTcsl Hanucarhb Balll
noprpet, mucc JloycoH.

— Ecnu TonbKo 3TUM Bce orpaHuuuTCs, — OypkHys CTHUBEH.

— CruBeH! — yKOpPHU3HEHHO MPOU3HECA FEPLOTHHS.
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Jleo ycmexwnycs.

— 3ayeM MHe )KeJaTh 4ero-To eme? Y MeHs yKe €CTb JKEHIIMHA, KOTOPYIo 5 Jt00it0. boib-
IIETO MHE HE HY>KHO.

— O, Jleo! — I'eprioruns sIBHO X0TeNa YNIPEKHYTh U €70, HO B €€ T0JI0CE MPO3BYYaIHN YI0BOIb-
CTBUE U UTPUBOCTH KEHIIMHBI BABOE Miaiie ee. — He mopa nu k cromy?

— Jla, koHE4HO, — cKka3ajl CTHBEH.

OH B3su1 y Mucc JloycoH cTrakad W, U3JIOBYMBIIUCH, IIOCTABUII €r0 Ha OMMKANIINI CTOJIUK.
[ToBepHyBLIMCH, OH YBUJEN, UTO ANHCIN YK€ MOJ0XKUII €€ pyKYy Ha CBOIO, COTHYTYIO B JIOKTE, U
IIOBEJI €€ U3 KOMHATHI, YTO-TO HAILIENIThIBAsI HA YILIKO.

BuyTtpu y Ctuena Bce cxxanocb. OH 3HaJ, 4TO OpaT HUKOTAA HE pa300ITaeT 4yKOro CEKPeTa,
HE paccKaxeT el 00 ucTuHHOW rmyOuHe paH CTHBEHA, M BCE K€ €My OBUIO HETPHUSATHO BHJCTH
ux BMecTe. Tak ke, Kak eMy ObUIO HENIPUATHO TO, YTO €0 OCTaBUIM 0HOT0. C HEKOTOPBIX MOp
OJIJMHOYECTBO CTAJIO €r0 pa3apa’kaTh.

V Hero nosiBUI0CH NPEIIyBCTBUE, UTO 00e Oy/lIeT eMy HE B PaJoCTh.

I'epuoruns pacnpenenwia Mecra 3a CTOJIOM TakK, 4TO Mepcu okazanach MEXAY I'epLoroMm,
BOCCEJABILIMM BO ITIaBE CTOJIA, U Xy[0’KHUKOM, KOTOPBIN CUIEI PSJIOM C I€PLIOTUHEN, 3aHUMABILIEH
IIPOTUBOIIOJIOKHBIN OT repuora Kpau. Ilansipl XyqoKHUKA TO U 1710 CKOJIB3WIM IO PyKE repLo-
TMHU, U HE CIy4yalHO, — B 3TOM MepcHu HUCKOJIBKO HE COMHeBajiach. To Korjga oH Opaj BUHO, TO
Korja noa3biBasl ciayry. [locTeneHHo MOMBITKU CKPBITH OJU30CTh COLUIM Ha HET, U Jleo mpocTo
HEPEIJIeNl CBOM MaJIbLIbI C €€ MajbllaMU U IIAJAUI €€ PyKy, Korja nojaBaiu 0toaa, BKyCHee KOTO-
pBIX Mepcu Huuero He mpoboaaia.

Mepcu nossuia, uto Jleo, roBops, 4To BiIrOOIEH, UMEN B BUAY T€PLOTHHIO, OTYETO €l CTaIo
OJTHOBPEMEHHO U PaJIoCTHO, U ropbko. OHa MOYyBCTBOBaA Ce0s MIYNO OTTOr0, YTO HE 10rajaiach
00 3TOM paHblile, HO elIe €il 3aX0TeN0Ch YCbIaTh MoJ00H0e MpU3HaHue OT Maiiopa JlaiioHca.

He 10 4uT00BI OHO MOIVIO KOrma-HUOYb MpO3ByYarTh. Jlaxe B rocnuraie, KOrjaa UM cilyda-
JIOCh HA Tapy MHUHYT OCTAaThCsl HAaeIMHE, OHU BCETO JIMIIb Pa3roBapuBaiiy, He Oojiee Toro. OH HU
pasy He mombITajcs nouenoBarsk ee. OHa yOexaana ceds, 4To ero CIepKUBAJIO YBaXKCHHUE K HEM,
XOTsI IOA03peBaa, YTO BUHON TOMY Obljla €€ IPOCTOBAaTask BHEIIHOCTb. Min pocT, KOTOpBIN HHOTA
3aCTaBIIs1 MYKUMH 4yBCTBOBaTh ce0s psioM ¢ Hell HenmoBKo. Minu sKyTKui 1BET BOJIOC. A MOXET
ObITh, OH BUJEJI, HACKOJIBKO OHA ObUIa peJaHa /ey, KOTOPbIM 3aHUMalach.

Kak MUHUMYM TpH cecTpbl, XUXHKasl, paCCKa3bIBaJIU O TOM, YTO L€JI0BaINCh ¢ HUM. On1Ha
HOJIy4YuIIa OT Hero ropaszo Oosnbiie. O, oH He Ob11 cBAThIM! 1 OHAa HE MOITIa BUHUTH €0 B TOM, YTO
OH MCKaJl YIOBOJILCTBUH, KOTJIa KaXK]IbI IEHb €r0 MOIJIa X IaTh CMEPTh B 0010. [la U ee HpaBCTBEH-
HBIE OPUEHTHUPHI 1aiu cOoif. OHa JIOBUIIA KaXKI0€ €TO CIOBO, PaloBajach JIIOOOMY 3HAKy BHUMA-
HUSI, MOJIHJIACh O TOM, YTOOBI X OTHOUICHHUS TIEPEPOCIIN B HEUTO OOJIbIIEE.

KpsiM He 6611 TOX0k Ha AHTIIHIO. TaM He OBUIO YaeTuTHiA, 0aJIOB ¥ IOXKUIIBIX KOMITAHBOHOK,
COITPOBOXK/IAIONINX FOHBIX HEBUHHBIX JieAH. Jla M HEBUHHBIX JEeIu TaM He Obuto. TOHKOKOXKHE U
0Cc000 YyBCTBUTEIIbHBIE TaM HE 33/ICPKUBAIHUCH. PaHbl HEOOXOMMO OBIJIO TEPEBSI3bIBATh, & OHU
He Bcerna ObUM B yAOOHBIX MecTaX. My>KYMH HY>KHO OBLIIO MBITh, IOBOPAYUBaTh, KOPMUTH. OHU
TpeOOBaJIM yXo/Ja M THEM M HOUYBI0. M KaKIpIii M3 HUX HYXKAAJICS B JIACKOBOM ITPHUKOCHOBEHHH, B
100pOM CIIOBE.

Ona BcrioMHMJIA JIEHB, KOTJIa OH MIPOBOJMI €€ 10 A0Ma, T/ie kUi cecTpsl. [lo nopore oHn
3arOBOPUJIM O JINTEpPAType, U OH 3asBWJI, YTO cuuTaeT pomansl J[keitn OcteH epyHnoi. Mepcu
BCTaJla Ha 3alUTy IHUcaTeIbHUIIbI, KOTOpasi MHUcaja o JII0OBU U YEJIOBEUECKUX IOPOKaXx.

B xonne konnoB Mepcu cripocuna: «Ecnu, mo-BameMy, €€ KHUTH €pyHIa, IOYEMY, CKAKHUTE
Ha MHJIOCTb, Bbl X YUTAETE?»

OH nonMurHyn e 1 orBeTui: «IloToMy YTO OHM HpaBSITCS KEHILMHAM, U 3TO IIOMOTaeT Mo~
JIEP)KUBATh Pa3roBOP».
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Teneps xe, cusg HAIPOTUB Hee, OH HaOJIOall 3a HEH, U B €r0 IV1a3aX BCE OTUYETIIMBEE IPOSIB-
JSUI0Ch 3aMEIIATeNbCTBO, U €M OJyMasioch: HE Hauajl JIM OH BCIIOMHHATH MOAPOOHOCTH UX CBA3U?
Ot 3TOro0 NMpEenIoNoKEeHUs y Hee cerka MoKpacHeu IIEKH.

B anom BoeHHOM KuTele OH Kazajcsi Mepcu COBEpLIEHHO HEOTpa3WMbIM, a TENEph OHA
BBIHYK/IeHa Obli1a IPU3HATh, YTO B BEUEPHEM HapsiJie OH HpaBUTCH el ellle Oonblie. benocHexHbie
pyOamika u 6abo4Ka Ka3alaHuch OCICMUTEIBHBIMU Ha (poHE YepHOro KocTioMa. OH 103a00THIICS O
NpUYeCcKe, 3aMeTHjIa OHA, ¥ BOJIOCH YaCTMYHO MPUKPHIBAIN IIPaM Ha €ro JIUIE, 9YTOOBI OH ObLI
MeHee 3aMeTeH. HaBepHoe, oHa He JoKHa Obli1a €r0 BUHUTB 3a CIIMILKOM IIPUCTaIbHOE BHUMAHNE
K 9TOMY LIpamy, HO, TI0 €€ MHEHHIO, OH OBLIT YeM-TO BPOJIE TOYETHOTO 3HAKA, CBU/IETEIILCTBYIOIIETO
0 MY>KECTBE, U 3TOT 3HaK ObLI BaXKHEE JTH0O0r0 Op/ICHA.

Bomnocsl, Bbromuecs Ha KOHIaX, ObUIM JJIMHHEE, YeM paHblle. J[PKOH yHacienoBasl Kyaps-
BOCTh OT oTIa. [IpaBaa, ero Bojaochl ObLIN CBETIIEE OTLOBCKUX. «IHTepecHO, — moymMana oHa, —
IOTEMHEIOT JIM OHU C FOIaMHU, IPUOOPETYT JIM TAKOM 7K€ OTTEHOK, Kak y Maiiopa Jlailonca?» Hasep-
Hoe, /1a. [1a3a y Hero ye cTanu TaKuMU e TojlyObIMH, KaK Y OTLa, HO, K CHaCThIO, COXpaHWIN
HEBUHHOCTb, KOTOPYIO Manop JIailoH yTparui.

3axoKeHHBIE CBEYM HA CTOJIE 3aCTaBISUTM TEHH TPEIETaTh Ha ero JIUIE, TOA0OHO Ca0BbIM
HUM(aM, UTparoIMM cpeau nBetoB. Ho ee mpuuymamiBeie paHTa3uu MaIo COOTBETCTBOBAIU TBEP-
JIBIM, TIPOCTBIM JIMHHSIM €10 Juia. OHU OBLTH BBIPE3aHbl TIIABHBIM CKYJIBIITOPOM M3 YEJIOBEYECKOM
IUIOTH, @ TOTOM 3aKaJWJIUCh B KECTOKOCTSIX BOWHBI. Bo3ie yroikoB mia3 u ryd Koxy npope3anu
IyOOKHE MOPILMHKY, KOTOPBIX HE ObLJI0, KOTJIa OHA BUEIA €ro B rocieaHuil pa3. OHU roBopuIIn
0 CTOMKOCTH, BRIHOCIIMBOCTH U TiepexkuTon 6omu. OH cTpajai, ¥ OHa Mo03peBaa, yTo 601b Oblia
HE TOJBKO (u3nueckoi. JlymeBHble cTpaiaHus HCTOMIMIIH €ro.

On 3a00Tmiics 0 cBoux Jroax. Kak TonbKo ero paHbl CTajlu 3aTsTrMBaThCs, OH HaYall XOAUTh
[0 OTJEJICHUSIM TOCHUTAJISA, HaBellask CONJIaT MOYTH TaK e 4acTo, Kak cama mucc Haitunreitn.
Borne3nu oTHsM ropasno 0oJbIie )KU3HEH, 4eM HETPUATEIbCKUE ITyJTH HITH callid, ¥ OH TOCTOSIHHO
PHUCKOBAJI MMOJIXBATUTh KaKyl0-HUOY/Ib XBOPb, TOTOMY YTO HE OTPaHUYMBAJICS TIOCEIICHUEM TOIBKO
TeX, KTO OB paHeH B OO0 MMOJ €ro KoMaHoBaHHeM. Ero ciioBa, cam ero rojoc Beemsuin 00eBOi
JyX Ja’ke B CIOMJICHHBIX ¥ IIOJaBJIEHHBIX. A OH TOBOPHJI, YTO X KOMaHAUpPHI pa3ounu Hanoneona,
no6ensaT onu U B Kpbimy.

HeynuButensHO, 9TO BCe cecTpbl ObUIHM BIIOONIEHBI B HETO. HeynnBUTENEHO, YTO UX €IHH-
CTBEHHas BCTpeya 3HaumIa JUisl Hee Tak MHOro. OHa 3Haja ero Kak 4ejaoBeKa, y KOTOPOro cepaLe
pa3MepoM C MaTepuK, a 3a00TIIMBOCTU OOJIbIIIE, YEM BOJbI B OKEAHE.

OpHako, HECMOTPS HA TO YTO MEX/Ly HUMU MPOU30IILIO, TENEPh OHA IOYTH HE COMHEBAJIACK,
9T0 OBbLJIa BCETO JIMIIL OYePETHON JKEHIIMHOW, KOTOpas MpOoIUIa Yepe3 ero oObATHS U KOTOPOH
OH ILIENTAaJ JIacKoBbI€ coBa. Ceiluac OH CMOTpEI Ha Hee KaK Ha HE3HAaKOMKY. OJJHaKo ke OHa He
cobupanack BEIOpAChIBaTh UX CBsI3b HA CBAJIKY O€CCMBICIIEHHBIX BCTped. Paau J»xona. Ona Oyner
IPOJOJIKATh TyMaTh, 4YTO TO JOOPOE, YTO €CTh B 3TOM UYEJIOBEKE, 3aCIYKHBAET €€ HEU3MEHHOTO U
UCKPEHHETO BHUMAHHSI.

— BrI ckyvanu mo AHrMM, Korja ObLTH 3a rpaHulieit, Mucc JloycoH? — CIpOCHII TepIIoT, ¥ OHA
BhIOpaHmMIIa ce0s 3a TO, YTO B3IPOTHYJIA, KOTJa TYCTON TOJI0C HEOKUJAHHO BTOPICS B €€ MBICIIH.

— Jlaxe OompIie, yeM oKuaia.

— 3aueM BbI caienaiu 310, Mucc JloycoH? — MOMHTEpEeCoBaIach repIIOTUHSA. — 3a4eM BaM ITOHA-
nobunock cienosarh 3a Mucc Haitunreiin?

— 51 cowna 3T0 JOCTOMHBIM 3aHITUEM, U 5... Y MEHS HE ObUIO JPYTUX JEJ1, KOTOPbIE Ka3aJluCh
ObI MHE 00JIee BaKHBIMU.

VY Hee He ObLIO NOKIIOHHUKOB. 3aHUMAsICh X03HCTBOM B OTIIOBCKOM JIOME, OHA MOYTH Pa30-
yapoBaach B )kxu3HU. K cBoeMy cThiy, Tenepb Mepcu He MoIvia He PU3HATh U TOT0, YTO €€ TAHYJIO0
K npukitoueHusiM. Takast mpoctas npuyrHa. Ho BHE3aIMHO MOSIBUIICS TIOBOJ] YIOBJIETBOPUTH CBOIO
TATY — BOMHA. A BMECTE C HEH — rope U CTPaaHus.
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— Pacckaxxure, KakOBO 3TO Ha CaMOM JIeJI€, — IONPOCUIIA FEPLOTUHS.

— Ham o6s3arenbHO 006 3TOM roBOpuTh? — 0TO3Basica Maiiop Jlaiione, npexnae yuem Mepcu
ycresna OTKpbITh poT. — S yBepeH, mucc JloyCOH He MEHbIIIE MOETO ycTaja OT pa3sroBOPOB O BOMHE.

— IIpoctu. Pazymeercs. Het npuunHbl IMIIHUI pa3 BCIOMUHATB TO, YTO BbI IEPEKUIH.

Mepcu Momia MOKJIACThCA, YTo Maiiop JlalioHc 3anpoxkain. Bo Bcsikom cityuae, pyka ero ipo-
’KaJa, KorJa OH NMOAHSI U OCyIII O0Kasl ¢ BUHOM. HeckoibKo cTpaHHasi peakiysi, HO He CTOHT
3a0bIBaTh, 4YTO OH, HECOMHEHHO, IIEPEKHUJI HAMHOTO OOJIbILIE Y’KACOB, YEM OHA.

OH noOkIBas B caMoi ry1iie, B TO BpeMsi Kak OHa BCE BpeMs OCTaBaIach Ha Kparo U UMeia JeJ1o
JIMILB C MOCEICTBUSMU. YOBOJIIBCTBUS MaJlo, HO €M He IPUXOINIOCh KaXKblH 1I€Hb UCTIBITHIBATH
JEICHSIIUN CTPax OT PHCKa OBITh YOUTOH.

— Ponute JI>koHa 06110 TpyAHO?

— locriogm 60ke, Mama! — BocKIIMKHYT Maiiop Jlalionc. — Heyxenu BbI MOCTENIEHHO MpeBpa-
TUIKCH B BapBapa, oka MeHs He ObU10 B AHIIUM? Pa3Be 3a 00€1€HHBIM CTOJIOM O TAKOM FOBOPSIT?
Ja u BoOOI111€, K Y€MY 3TH Pa3roBOpPHI?

— ITouemy ObI TeOe caMOMy HE MPEATIOKUTH TEMY JIJIsl 00CYKIECHUS? — IPOU3HECIIa TepIIo-
THHSL.

K Hemanomy ynusnenutro Mepcu, 1iasa replioriHi TOP>KECTBYIOLIE 3aCBETHIINCH, U Mepcu
CTaJIO MOHATHO, YTO OHA HABEpHSKA CIELMAJIBLHO 3aTPOHYJIA 3Ty TEMY, YTOObI BHIBECTU ChIHA U3
COCTOSIHMSI MpauHOi 3a1yMmunBocTH. OCTaBaOCh HAJIEATHCS, UTO €r0 MOJIYAIMBOCTD HE SIBJISUIACH
YeM-TO JIJIsl Hero HeoObIYHBIM M He Oblila BBI3BaHA HEOXHJIAHHBIM mnosiBieHrneM Mepcu. Ho durto
OBLIIO CTPAHHOTO B TOM, YTO €r0 MPECIEAYIOT yKachl BOWHBI?

Kaxxnprit nens n1s Hee Obu1 60pu00ii. Eciu Ob1 He [[)KOH, OHa, HaBepHOE, MHOTIa U HE BCTa-
BaJsa Obl ¢ mocTeny. beiBano, MbICIIEHHO OpO/isl [10 TOCIIUTAJII0, OHA YyYBCTBOBAIA C€0s1 COBEPILIEHHO
OecrniomolHOM U craboi. [[)koH Bcerja moMorai ei OTBIeUbCs OT ATHX FHETYIIMX MyTeleCTBUN
B IIPOIIJIOE, KOTOPOE OHA HE MOIVIa U3MEHUTb.

Uro oTBiekano maiiopa JlalioHca OT MOI0OHBIX MPU3PAYHBIX TPOTYIIOK IO MO0 00s? [ Tsis,
KaK OH OCYyIIAaeT ouepeqHOW OoKasl BUHA, OHA MOIyMalla, YTO OTBET MOXKET HAaXOIUThCS Ha JIHE
3TOrO CoCcyfa.

— Iloroma, — Gpocwu OH.

— Ilorona yxxacHas, — oTo3Basiack repuoruss. — K romy ke 31o ckyuHo. Beidbepu uro-uulyb
JpyTOE.

OH npuIIypHiICcs U MOCMOTpEN CHavdajla Ha MaTh, IIOTOM Ha MepcH, CIIOBHO 3TO OHa ObLiIa
KaKMM-TO 00pa30M BHHOBATa B TOM, YTO 32 CTOJIOM BOIIAPHIIACh Takas cTpanHas armocdepa. Heco-
MHEHHO, B 3TOM OH OBLI IPaB.

— Br1 urpaere Ha goprenuano, mucc Jloycon? — cnpocui Jleo.

OHna TyT e MoBEepHyJach K HEMY, OJarogapHas 3a 3TOT IPOCTOM BOMPOC, U YCMEXHYJIACh.
Kpaem rnasa ona 3ameTuia, yTo BeIpaxxeHHUe Jiniia Maiiopa JlaiioHca crnenanocs eme 0osee youii-
CTBEHHBIM. [ 0OCIIOaM, YTO K€ ero Mmyvaer?

— Korna-to urpana, Ho B mocieHUM pa3 MOU MaJblbl KaCalIUCh KJIABHILI HECKOJIBKO JIET
Hazaa. — Maiiop JlaiioHC M31an KakoW-TO OyNbKAlOMIMK 3BYK, KaKk OyJATO MOJABHIICS BHHOM. —
Botocs, 4To 5 yKe cOBCEM pazyuusiach Urparh.

Jleo ynmeIOHYIICS.

— 51 nymaro, BeI ckpoMHmuuaete. [loxanyii, Hy)HO Oy/eT Bac Kak-HHOY/Ib IOCITyIIaTh. 3HAeTe,
s BECbMa CHJICH B JydTax M 0€3 TPyZla CMOTY CKPBITH JIFOOBIE Bl OTUIOIIHOCTH.

— 3aueM CTaBUTH €€ B HEyJ00HOE MonokeHne? — cupocui maiiop Jlaitonc. — Ha ee momio u
TaK JOCTaTOYHO YHM>KEHUH BBINAJIO.

Mepcu obomiiena. XKemynok ee kak 6yaro cxancs. Ena, KOTopoil oHa TOJIBKO YTO HaCJIaXK/a-
Jack, 3apOCHIIaCh 0OPAaTHO B TapeJIKy.

— CtuBeH, Kak Tbl MOXeIlIb?! — u3ymMuach repuoruts. — HemeeHHO U3BUHUCK.
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— 3a 10, uTO TOoBOpIO MpaBay? — OH MOAHSJICS TaK CTPEMUTENIBHO, YTO €r0 CTYyJ €/1Ba HE
oTiIeTeN B CTOPOHY. By 3TOT npeameT Mebenu clienaH He U3 TaKOro KPEIKOro, TSXKEJIOro JepeBa,
3ameTusa Mepcu, OH HaBepHsIKa ONPOKUHYJICs Obl. — Bbl Bce nenaere Buj, OyATO HUUETO HE CITy-
ymiiock. Ho s mpuunHmi 3Toit neByike camoe Hacrosilee 310. CBoe 100poe ums eil yxe He Bep-
HyTb. Ternepp €AMHCTBEHHOE €€ CIIaCeHUE — BBIMTHU 3aMy’K 32 MEHS, U Bbl BCE NPEKPACHO 3HAETE,
YTO 3TO Oe3yMHue.

[Toka Bce o1IEIOMIIEHHO MOJTYaJId, OH CTPEMHUTENBHO BbIIIET U3 KOMHAThl. Mepcu 3axoTe-
JOCh JOTHATh €ro, U3BUHUTHCS, PU3HATHCS BO BceM. OHa Toke HUYEro He noHsuia. [louemy on
JyMaeT, 4yTo, €CJIM OHa BBIMJIET 3a HETo, 3TO OyzaeT Tpareaueit? besymue? O uem 310 OH?

MoxeT ObITh, OH CTpaJaeT OT paH, KOTOPbIE HE BUIHBI?

Ho eii 6110 Bce paBHO. HUUTO HE MOTIIO 3aCTaBUTh €€ OTKA3aThCs BBIMTH 3a HETO, €CITU OH
COIJIACUTCS B3ATh €€ B keHbl. OCTaBaIOCh TOJIBKO YOSTUTH €ro CeNaTh 3TO.

AWHCIM MPOKALUISUICA U CKa3all.

— 51 nomxeH u3BMHHUTHCS 3a Opara. [Tociie Bo3BparieHus: 10Moii OH HEMHOTO HE B cede.

— IIpu Bcem yBakeHUH, Ballia CBETIOCTS, 51 TyMalo, OH KaK pa3 6 cebe. IIpocTo OH ye He TOT
YEJI0BEK, KOTOPOTO BBI 3HAJH JI0 €0 0The3/a. Jla v pa3Be Mor OH OCTaThCs MpeKHUM? OH mporien
Yyepes TaKo# y)Kac, KOTOpOro, sl HaZICIOCh, BBI U TIPEJICTaBUTH ceOe He MokeTe. — CMyTHUBIIIUCH CBOEH
rpy0OBaTOil OTKPOBEHHOCTH, MepcH OTIIOKIIA calpeTKy u BcTana. MyXUUHBI TYT )K€ ClIeNan
To)e camoe. — [Ipomry MeHs mpocTuTh. MHE Hy)HO K J[>)KOHY.

Omna ynuBHIIach, Kak JIETKO JIOXKb cleTena ¢ ee a3blka. Eil yxacHO 3axoTenoch BbIOEkKaTh U3
KOMHAaThl, HO OHa 3acTaBuJia ce0sl BBINTU CIIOKOWHO, KaK JIe[IU, 8 HE KaK HEBOCIIMTAHHAs JIEBYOHKA.
E#t Hy>)kHO OBUIO IPOU3BECTH XOPOIIEE BIIEYATIICHUE HA ITUX JIIOAEH, HO B Ty MUHYTY OHa MOIJIa
IyMaTh TOJIBKO 00 OJHOM: TJI€ €T0 HCKATh?

B OuGmmoteke. OH CTOST y OKHA, BCMaTPUBAsCh B HOUb, CO CTakaHOM B pyke. ['paduH co
CHOUPTHBIM CTOsUT psiioM. Ceplie ee 3aK0JI0TUIIOChH, U €l 0Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO LIArk €€ 3a3ByYali Kak-
TO 0COOEHHO I'POMKO, KOT/Ia OHa Mepeceksia MPOCTOPHYIO KOMHATY U OCTAHOBUJIACH PSAZIOM C HUM.
Ha nmme ero myka 6oposach ¢ SipoCThIO. 32 CTOJIOM OH CMOTpEN Ha Hee TaK, YTO HE OCTaBaJIOCh
COMHEHHI: OH BCTIOMHUJI €€ U 3HAET O €€ IBYJNYHOCTH. Teneps oH 3a0epeT y Hee J[»xona. HyxHo
OBLIO C caMOro Hayajia cka3arb eMy npasay. OcTaBaiach HaJeKaa, YTO, ECIIH TENepb ObITh C HUM
COBEpLIEHHO OTKPOBEHHOM, €1 Oy/1eT MO3BOJIEHO OCTATHCS C IOPOTHM €€ CEPILY MaJIbILIOM.

— Maiiop JlaiioHc...

—UYeprt Bo3bMH, MepcH, €CiTi BCITIOMHUTH, HACKOJIBKO OJIM3KH MBI OBLITH, S TyMato, HaM JTyqIie
Ha3bIBaTh Py Apyra 1o UMeHHu!

UyBCcTBO 00NIer4yeHs] HAKaTUIJIO Ha Hee C TaKOM CHIIOHN, YTO OHA €/1Ba ylep Kajlach Ha HOTaX.
OH He BCIOMHUJI 00CTOSITENILCTBA TOM €IMHCTBEHHOW HOUHM, KOTOPYIO OHU IpOBeNH BMecTe! 3Ha-
YUT, JpyTas NpUYMHA 3aCTaBUJIa €ro BCTaTh U3-3a cTojia. HeBeposATHBIM yCHIIeM BOJIM OHA 3acTa-
BUJIa ce0s1 yCTOATh Ha HOTax.

— 51 3Har0, HEMIPOCTO CIIBIIIATh, KOTAA JIPyrHe BOT TaK OECHEeYHO paccyXIarT O BOWHE, —
TUXO IIPOM3HECIA OHA, OXBaYCHHAsI )KEJIaHUEM YTELIUTh €ro, 3aKJII0YUB B OOBSITHS, KaK KOTAA-TO
MOCTyIuI oH ¢ Heil. Ho ee cimikoM cTpammia BO3MOKHOCTh BCTPETUTh oTHop. — U, HecMoTps
Ha BCE CTapaHUs KOPPECIOHIEHTOB, KOTOPbIE TAK CTPACTHO ONHUCHIBAIOT HEBBIHOCUMBIE YCIIOBHSI,
B KOTOpPBIE TIOMAIAI0T HAIIIK COJIJATHI, CJIOBA Ha Oymare — 3TO COBCEM HE TO, YTO KPOBb Ha PyKax.
Unensl Baieil ceMby He ObUIM TaM. OHU HE MOTYT 3HaTh, KaK Bbl CTPaJJaJIH.

— Ho BBI ObUTH TaM, — POBHBIM T'OJIOCOM IIPOTOBOPHJI OH, TN B TEMHOTY 32 OKHOM. — BBI
3HaeTe.

Omna kuBHYyna. Bpauu, cecTpsl, coniaTel — BCe OHM JyMaJId UCKIIOUUTEIHHO O (PH3HUECKUX
paHax, O Te€X, KOTOpble MOKHO YBHJIETh, CYLIECTBOBAHUE KOTOPHIX HE BBI3bIBAET COMHEHUS, HO
Mepcu Obl1a yBepeHa, YTO €CTh U APYTUE, HEBUIUMBbIE paHbl, KOTOPBIE TOXKE HYKHO JeYUTh. CKOJIb-
KHMX MY>KYMH OHa 3Haja, KOTOpbIe, Ka3aja0ch Obl, IUIM HA MOMPaBKy, HO ymepiau? OHa BCIIOMHUIIA
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OJIVH CITy4ai, KOT/Jia COJIAAT JKAJIOBAJICS HAa TaKyl0 OOJb B pyKe, UTO HE MOT YIIEpXKaTh Py>Kbe, XOTs
MHOTOYHCIICHHBIC 00CIIeIOBaHHS HE OOHAPYKUIM UCTOYHHUKA 007U, Ero 0OBSIBHIN CHMYJISTHTOM
U TpycoMm, HO Mepcu ObUta yBepeHa B TOM, YTO OH Ha CaAMOM JIeJie MCTIBIThIBaM 00Jb. YemoBeye-
CKO€ TEJIO — HE Yachl, KOTOPbIE MOXKHO 0€3 TpyJa OTKPbITh, YTOOBI U3yUUTh padOTy MEXaHU3Ma.
Ha ee mazax nroau ymupanu gaxe oT He3HaUUTENIbHbIX pad. Ho elle oHa Buaena, kak BbLKUBAJIN
OyKBaJIbHO pa3opBaHHbIE B KJI04bs coiaarel. OHa ObuIa yBEpeHa, 4TO HEUTO — JIMOO ayiia, Ju00
cepane, b0 IyX — IPUIAET Tely CHOCOOHOCTh BOCCTAHABIMBATHCS MOCIIE CTPAITHBIX PaH.

— MHe kaxeTcs, HOCTOSIHHBIN CTpax CMEPTU HE MIPOXOJUT JapoM, — IpoAosKuia oHa. — [o-
MoeMy, 0opb0a ¢ UCIIBITAHUSIMU, KOTOPBIM MbI IIOABEPraeM JpyT APYyra, BIUSET Ha HAC, KAK HUYTO
Jpyroe. JTO MOTaunBaeT HAC, XOTS CAMU MbI 3TOT'0 HE 3aMedaeM. Y MeHs ObIBaJIO TaKoe, 4To, €CIIN
Ob1 He [[oH, st BOOOIIIe HEe BcTaBajia Obl ¢ KPOBATH.

HemHoro pa3BepHyBLINCH, OH IPUCIOHUIICS COIUHOW K OKOHHOM kopoOke. HaBepHsika oct-
PBIi Kpaii BIIUBAJICS B TEINIO, HO OH, Ka3aJI0Ch, He 0Opalai Ha 3TO BHUMaHUs. ViH, ObITh MOXKET, eMy
OBLTO HYKHO 3TO HEYZ0OCTBO, 4TOOBI COCPETOTOUUTHCS Ha HACTOSIIEM, & HE TIOTPY3UTHCS B YIKACHI
npouuioro. MHorna ona cama, npochInasich, 1yMajia, 4To HaxXoAuTcsa B Yekionape. Hecmotpst Ha To
YTO OHA TaM cjiejajla MHOTO J0Opa, BEPHYThCS Ty/la €il HE XOTENOCh J1aXe BO CHE.

[Tox ero mpoH3UTENHFHBIM B3IVIIOM OHA ITOYYBCTBOBaJIA ce0s1 HEYIOTHO. UTO OH XOTEN B HEH
BBICMOTPETH?

— [Touemy BBI OcTaBIIIM €r0? — cripocui OH. — Pebernka. MoxHO ObLIIO HANTH €My XOPOUTYIO
CEMBIO.

— IloTomy 4TO OH Baml.

— Beb1 3T0 roBopuTe Tak, OyaTo mederech 000 MHE. Bam He KaxkeTcs, 4TO 4yBCTBO, KOTOPOE
UCIBITHIBAJIN Bbl, KOTOPOE UCIBITHIBAI 51, OBLJIO POXKACHO 0OCTOATEIBCTBAMU TOI'O MECTA, II€ Mbl
Haxoauiuch? YUTo Bce 3TO ObLIO HE TIO-HACTOSIIIEMY.

— Jro ObLTO MTO-HacToseMy. ['ocoau 60xe MOM, Kak ObI MHE XOTEIIOCh, YTOOBI HUYETO 3TOTO
He Obuto! KpoBu. I'psa3u. MyxuuH, B ciie3ax 30BYLIUMX MaTepell U skeH. Hu oauH U3 ykacoB 3TOro
CTpPAILIHOTO MECTa HE yMaJseT TOro, 4To s 4yBCTBOBaJIa — YyBCTBYIO — K BaM. Bce 310 Hayuumno
MEHS TIOHUMAaThb, YTO )KM3Hb HEBEPOSITHO XPYIIKA, YTO HUKTO HE MOXKET IOPYUYUTHCS 3a Oyayliee u
pelIeHns HY>)KHO IPUHUMATh, OCHOBBIBAsICh HAa TOM, YTO MBI 3Ha€M celyac, B 3Ty CAMYIO CEKyH]Y.

OH nocTaBuII Ha CTOJI CTAaKaH, a [IOTOM IPOTSHYJI PyKY U IPUIIOKUTI JIAZIOHB K €€ IIIEKE, CTEPEB
HaJIBIEM CIIE3UHKY, KOTOPYIO OHA Ja)ke He 3aMeTuia. J[BimKeHne 3T0 ObUIO TAKMM 3HAKOMBIM, YTO
y Hee 3aleMmiIo cepane. Tak oH cenai U B YCKIoape mepes TeM, Kak 3aKII0YUTh €€ B O0BATHS,
KOTOpBIE CTaJIM JUIsl Hee OE30MaCHOM raBaHbIo.

— A 4TO BBI 3HaeTe ceiyac?

— YT0 BBl — CaMbIil YIUBUTEJIBbHBINA YEIOBEK U3 BCEX, KOTO s BCTpeyaa.

Ero 6omb1m0ii maner 3amep.

— Brl 3HaeTe, yTo OpaThs 3amucanu MEHs B apMUIO, IOTOMY YTO CYMTATIH OeCXapakTepHBIM?
[Toromy uTO OOMNBIIIE BCETO HA CBETE S LIEHMJI )KEHIIIKH.

— A KEHIIMHBI IEHWIHN 8ac OOJIbIIE, YeM JPYTUX MYKUHUH.

Ero rma3za packppuiuch 4yTh IUpE.

— Bpsin 11 Bo BceM Yckrofape Obuia XOTh OJTHa CecTpa, KOTopasi He Jymalia, 4To BIFoOIeHa
B Bac. Bl o0nmaaeTe crmiocoOHOCTHIO, YIBIOAsICh KEHITMHE, 3aCTABIISATh €€ JyMaTh, 9TO TaK BBl HE
Oyznere yabpl0aTbcs HU OJHOU APYTOM.

— Tak 3T0 MOs1 y/BIOKa yJI0KKIIa BaC B MOIO TTOCTEINb?

U cHOBa Haziexk1a HA TO, YTO OHA JIJISl HETO HEYTO OOoJIbIIIee, HEXKEH OYepeTHas MOKOpEeHHAast
KEHILMHA, pa3JieTeslach Ha ocTphle ockoiKku. Korna oH mpukacaics K Hel, Korjja OHa HaXoJujiach
HACTOJIBKO OJIM3KO K HEMY, YTO MOIJIA 3aIVISHYTh B roayOble ITyOMHBI €r0 IM1a3 U BOUTAaTh UX Kpa-
COTY, €i1 ObIJIO OUEHb MPOCTO 3a0BITh, UTO OHA JUISI HErO HUYEro He 3Ha4uT. J{a, OHa MpEeKIIoHsIIach
Iepesl HUM 3a €ro Cuily, 3a 0eCKOpbhICTHE, 32 TOTOBHOCTh ITIOMOYb, HO SIBHO HEMPaBUWJIBHO MOHIIA
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ero otHolieHue K Hel. [locunrana cedst yem-To 6OIBIINM, YeM OblIa Ha camMoM nene. Ho passe
UMEEeT 3HaYCHHE, KAKO€ MECTO 3aHMMAeT OHA B €r0 CEpIIle, €ClIM OH TaK PEIINTENILHO MPOHUK B
ee cepaue?

Ona MeJIeHHO TIOKaJaja TOJOBOW, HE B CHJIaX BBIIABUTh MTPHUBYIO YIIBIOKY, KOTOPYIO OH
SIBHO JK/1aJ1 OT Hee. Moruia i OHa ynbI0aThes, KOTAa y Hee pa3phIBasiach Tyma?

— Her. He ynri0ka.

Ero Bropast pyka, Takas »xe O0JIbIIas M CHIbHAs, KaK TIepBasi, MOIHsUIAchk. B3rmsan mpobesxancs
M0 €e JIMIy ¥ OCTAaHOBWJICA Ha ry0ax. Te 3arpemeranyu W MpHOTKPHUTUCH. B ero miasax Mepcu
yBHJIEJIa UHTEPEC, JTFOOOTBITCTBO ... )KEJIaHHUE.

— 3HAYUT, TOLETyit?

[Ipex e ueM oHa ycrena COOOIUTh €My, YTO OH TIOKOPHJI €€ He nonenyeM, CTHBEH UMEHHO
9T0 ¥ caenan. Ero ry0Osl BechbMa OTKPOBEHHO NMPUHHUKIM K ee ycTam. OHa 3amepiia, Korna OH Ipo-
TOJIKHYJI SI3bIK €1 B POT M MPOILENICS OapXaToM I10 IIEIKY, a TIOTOM, KOT/Jla €T0 YBEPEHHOCTh MOKO-
puna ee, paccinabmiack. OH HE IPUHYKJAJ, OH Npuriaman. M oHa npussia npuriamenne. Ero
BKYyC OBLT OOTaThIM W MOIIIHBIM, BUHO W BHCKH, U OH BBEprajl €¢ B TEMHOTY, TAKYIO e JypMaHs-
LIY10, KaK JIACKH €ro si3bika. OH OpaJl To, 4TO XOTeN, HO He rpy00. OH 3aCTaBiIsl APOKaTh KaXKIbIN
€e HepB, KaXK/IbIi JFOWM ee Tea TpereTal, Kak OyITo OH MEIUIEHHO TJIa il €€ BCIO.

Teicsiay pa3 oHa npezcTaBisia cede, Kak €ro HEMCTOBasi CHJla CMETAeT €€, KOTJla XOuJIa 1o
Y3KOMY TPOXOYy MEXIY psiiaMi KOEK M TIOMOralia JpyruM MY>XKYWHaM, KOT/Ia TOTOBHIIACH MTOKH-
HYTb YCKIOZIap M3-3a CKOpOTo pokaeHus [I>koHa, KoT/ia IUIblia 110 pa3bsipeHHOMY MOPIO Ha Kopaoie,
Korna exasa Ha noesze B [lapuxk. Maitop Ctusen JlalioHc HUKOT1a HE TOKK1aJl €€ MBICJIEH HaJ0Ir0.

U Bce ke, HECMOTps Ha Bce CBOM (DaHTa3WM, OHA OKa3ajach HE TOTOBA K €r0 BIACTHOMY
MIOLIENTYI0, OOPYIIUBIIEMYCS Ha Hee ¢ TAKUM HETEPIIEHHEM M C TaKoH kaaHocThio. OHa OTBEeTHIIA
Ha HETO C TAaKUM € HEUCTOBCTBOM. JKM3HBb KOPOTKA, BO3MOKHOCTEH HE TaK MHOTO, i OHA MeuTaa
00 3TOM ONM30CTH CIMIIKOM JIOJITO, YTOOBI Teneph CKpOMHUYaTh. OHa Tasia B €r0 OOBATHSX, U
€l MoKa3aJI0Ch, YTO IMOCIIE JIOJTOTO MYyTEIIeCTBUSI OHA BEPHYJIACh TOMOM, a MOXET, B TO MECTO,
TJie OJHAa HOYb C HUM 3acCTaBHJIA €€ OIIYTHTh, YTO KU3Hb HAIOJHEHa cMbIciIoM. Korma ero pyku
COMKHYJIMCh CHIIbHEE, MPIKUMast ee elle Kperde, OHa MOHsUIA, YTO BCIO KH3Hb MPOXKHUIIA pajan
3TOro MrHoBeHus. Toil Jaiekoi HOYbIO, 3aINITHYB B €0 IJla3a, OHA YBHJIENa COCTpaJaHue u 100-
poty. OHa 3Hajia 0 ero My>kecTBe, BUela, Kak OECKOPBICTHO OH IPeJlaH CBOUM JIHOISIM.

becxapaxkmepnuiii wenosex? Eciv OH 1 TipaBaa Koraa-HUOYIb ObLIT TAKUM, HABEPHSKA 3T €T0
9acTh OCTAJIACh HA aHIIMACKUX Oeperax, Korna oH cell Ha Kopallib, KOTOPBI IMOBE3 €T0 Ha BOCTOK.

Omna 6ostack, 4To BocrioMUHaHUs 0 Heli CTHBEH OCTaBWII B YCKIOIApe, HO OH TOIIETIOBA €€
TaK, CIIOBHO XOPOIIIO 3HAJ ee poT. Hu o1Hy ero yacTh OH He 3acTaBWII JKJIaTh BHUMaHUs. ETo mmyxoit
CTOH OKPYXHJI X 3XOM, U €T0 TOIEITyH, KOTOPBIN, KaK el Ka3aJloCh, HE MOT CTaTh 0oJiee ITyOOKHM,
caenaics euie ryoxke. 1o ee ey pasnuics cuiabHbIN kap. [Ipu 1pyrux oOCTosATENbCTBAX OHA
pemmia Ob1, YTO HEOXKHIAaHHO 3a0o0ena. JKUBOT CBEIl0, MEXIY HOT MOTEIUIENO OT MPEIBKYIICHHS
erie OOJBIIETo YIOBOJIBCTBHS U MOCIEAYIONIETO (puHAaa.

Tspxeno npima, oH oTopBacs oT ee pra. OHa ejBa He 33I0XHYIIACh, KOT/a €T0 TOPSIYUe BIIaX-
HBIE TYOBI TOOPATUCh IO €€ yXa U CTaJId CMaKOBAaTh YyBCTBUTEIBHYIO TOUKY 1MOJ HUM. Eif Hy>KHO
ObLIO CKa3aTh, YTO HE €ro IMOLEeNyl cobiJa3HuI ee paHbllle, HO OH HE OCTaBMJI € CHJI Jjake Ha
CJIOBa. YIMBUTEIBHO, YTO OHA BCE €llle JepKajach Ha Horax. Eciu Obl He ero Kpenkue pyku, oHa,
HaBEPHOE, JieXasia Obl Ha TIOJTy IIEIIKOBUCTBIM 03€PIIOM TOPSYEro JKEJIaHHs.

[ToroMm ero ryOBl BEpHYJIHCH K €€ ycTaM, yKe K IaBmmM ux. OHa axaana 3Toro, )Kaxaana
mo0oro ero BHUMaHus. [lomenys, MpUKOCHOBEHUS H. .. Ja, naxe Oonbirero. OHa 3aiia CIUITKOM
JIaJIeKO, CIUIIKOM MHOTHM PUCKHYJA, TIO)KEPTBOBAJIa CBOMM JOOPBIM MMeHeM. TepsTh el Obu1o
HEYero, Ho 0OpecTH oHa Moria Bce. OHa MOIJIa CKa3aTh €My, 4TO JIFOOUT €ro, MOTOMY YTO JI00uIIa.
My>k4rHa, KOTOPOTO OHA BCTPETHIIA TaK JAJIEKO OTCIONA, B Uy)KE3eMHOH CTOpPOHE, OBUT TOCTOMH
ee MPeAaHHOCTH.
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Bo3MokHO, €e OH He Hax0I1JI 3aITIOMUHAOIIEHCS, HO OHA 3HaJa, 4TO €ro He 3a0y/IeT HUKOT .

Ona ycpIana, Kak Ha ITapKeTHBIN 1O YITalli 3aKOJIKH, U TIOYYBCTBOBAJIA, YTO BOJIOCHI pac-
chImaroTes 1o rmiedaM. OH 3aImyCTIIT A B UX MPSIH. . .

Ero pot oropBaicst OT Hee Tak HEOXKHUIAHHO, YTO OHa B3IporHyna. JIoO ero B cMsITeHUU
HAMOPIIHJICS, TBIXaHUE CTAJI0 TAKUM TSDKEJBIM, KaK OyJITO OH TOJBKO 4TO B30exai Ha ropy. C Hel
MIPOUCXOIIIIO TO ke camoe. Cep/iiie ee To 3aMUPaJIo, TO €Ba He BRICKAKUBAJIO U3 Tpyau. Eif xore-
JIOCh CHOBA IOYYBCTBOBATH €10 ry0bl. Eif XoTenock, 4To00bI OH OOHSIT €€ elIe Kpermde U BEIOPOCHIT
KJIFOY OT KOMHATBhI.

— Bamu Bonocel... OHM KOPOTKHE.

Ceifuac oHM OBLTH 3HAYUTEIHHO JUIMHHEE, YeM paHbIlle, HO JIaJIeKO HE TaKHUe JUTMHHBIC, KaK
korna-to. Ho kakoe 3To umeer 3HaueHue? ITH OECCMBICIEHHBIE CJIOBA BBHIPBAIM €€ M3 KOOI
9YBCTBEHHOCTH, B KOTOPBIH OHA IIPOBAIHIIACK.

— IMapasursl. Beuio TpynHo ybepeubcs oT mapa3uToB. Paaom ¢ paneHsiMu... OHU elie He
ycHenu oTpacT... VX Hy*Ho ObL10 00pe3aTsh. ..

OH TaK pe3Ko ee OTITyCTHJI, YTO OHA MOMIATHYIAach. [la 4To e 3T0 OHA BCE 00 ITHX MPOKIISATHIX
Bosiocax? HyxHO mMpOCTO MIarHyTh K HEMY, ITOKa Yaphl HE Pa3BEsUTMCh OKOHYATEIIBHO.

— Boke MoH, s 3a0BUICS, — POMOJIBHJI OH TOJIOCOM, XPHILJIOBATBIM OT HEOCYIIECTBICHHBIX
Kenanuil. — [Ipoury MeHst npoCTUTh.

[Ipexxne yem oHa ycmena cKa3arbh, 9TO €My HE 3a YTO MPOCHTH MPOMICHUS, OH TOAXBATHII
TPOCTh, MIPUCIOHCHHYIO K CTCHE U, HE MPOM3HECS 00JIee HH CII0BA, MOCICIINI K BEPU. XPOMOTa
ero ObLIa KaK HUKOTZA 3aMETHA.

Ona caenana emy OOJBHO, BRIHYAHMB TOJJICPKUBATH ce0s WIH MPHXUMasich? Vi oH ¢ Hel
urpaet? [louemy oH BeneT cedsi Tak, Oy/ITO HE 3HAET, YTO HUKOT/IA PaHbIIIe HE IIeJI0Ball ee? A MOXET,
OH HAKOHEI BO3KEIIAJI €€ TaK Ke, KaK »eana ero oHa?

Omna cMemanache, ucyraiack. [louemy oH moBen ceds Tak, OyATO COBCEM HeE 3Hal ee?

— CruBen?

— MHe HyXHO UATH.

U ¢ >TuMu ci10BaMU OH BBIIIET U3 OMOIMOTEKH.

Mepcu kakoe-TO BpeMs TIOCTOsIIa, TOTOM CTaJia TIPUBOIUTE ce0s B TIOPSAOK. BasiBImCh 3a
KOPOTKHE TIPSIIA BOJIOC, OHA TIOMBITANIACH TIOHATH, TIOYEMY OH TaK BCITOJIOIIWJICS, UX YBUICB. B
TOCTHTAJIE, KOT/Ia OHA €r0 BhIXa)KKBaJla, OHU ObLIH e1ie kopoue. OH Bes ceds Tak, CIIOBHO BOOOIIIE
ee He moMHWI. Crie3sl 000kTIH 11a3a. Heyxxenu oHa abconromno HUYETO ISl HETO HE 3Hauumia?

I'me-To B oTnasienny xJionHysa nsepb. OHa MOCTENINIa B TOM HAIIPABJICHUH, OTKY/Ia JOHECCS
3BYK.

— Bo1 Bugenu maiiopa Jlaitonca? — cipocuiia OHa IEPBOTO BCTPETUBILETOCS €H M0 10pore
CIIYTY.

— Jla, cymapsias. OH B30T MABTO U YIIIET.

K tomy BpemeHH, Korjja oHa BRIOSKAIa HA MOPOT, OH B PAa3BEBAIONIEMCS IMMAJIBTO YXKE CKa-
KaJl TAJIOTNIOM TTPOYbh OT JAoMa. Eif 3aX0Tenoch cuIeTh Ha Jiomaay psgaom ¢ HuM. OHa, HecuaCcTHO®
MaJICHbKOE CYIIECTBO, XOTEJIa €T0 U IOBOJILCTBOBAJIACH OBI Ja)Ke TOJIMKOW €r0 BHUMAaHUsI, KOTOPOE
OH TakK JIETKO | IIEAPO JapUil IPYTHUM >KESHIIIHHAM.

[Touemy on uzberaer ee?
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maBsa 3

Emy xoTenoch 0IHOT0: BOMTH B )KEHIIUHY, B O/IHY, BTOPYIO, TPEThI0. BONTH 1 3a0BITh. .. 4TO
OH YeT0-TO HE MOKET BCIIOMHMTb.

Tak mouemy e, 4epT BO3bMH, OH HE TIOBEPHYI JIOMIA L K ONuKaifiieit 1epeBHe, rie Beeraa
B TABEPHE MOXXHO HANTH MOKJIAUCTYIO JeBUIlY? 3aue€M OH KaK CyMacCLIEAIINNA HECCS B OTKPBITOE
nose, rjae He oopectu yremeHus? [IoToMmy 4To OH HE MOT YJIOXKUTH B KOHKY IPYTYIO KECHIUHY,
KOTJIa MaTh €ro pedeHKa rnaxJia Tak 3aMaH4YiBoO, yIbI0alach TaKk HEXXHO, CMESIACh TaK MUJIO.

Cwmex ee ctan nocnenHen kamied. EMy oTyasiHHO XOTelI0Ch BCIOMHHUTD, CIIBIIIAJ JIU OH €T0
panbIe. CMestich U oHM B moctenu? CTecHsIach Jin oHa Oau3ocTu?

Y Hux ObL1a Bcero onHa HOYb. Hy:kHO OyneT CipoCuTh y Hee moveMy.

On ocraBun ee, 4YTOObI MepeneTeTh Ha JIPYroil IBETOK, WM MYILIKA BBIPBAIH €r0 U3 €€
IoCTeNnHn?

OH cujen 3a 3TUM YE€pPTOBBIM CTOJIOM U paccMaTrpuBajl BHUMATEIBHO €€ JIUI0, KaXK10€e JBU-
KEHHE, KaX10€ BhIpaKeHHe, Kaxayto yepTouky. OH He ObLI kagHbIM. EMy XBaTuiio 661 Masioro.

Own Habmroman 3a ee majbliaMu, KOTZla OHU PEsUTd HaJ| CTOJIOM, TSHYJIHCH 3a XJIeOoM, Opamu
BUJIKY, JIEpKaIM HOX, MOJHOCHIN OOKall ¢ KpaCHBIM BUHOM K T'y0am, U JyMal O TOM, KaK OHU
MOTJIM IPUKACATHCS K €0 Tely, JOCTABIAThH YIOBOJILCTBUE. EMY X0Ten0ch, 4TOOBI OHM CHOBA TIPU-
Kacajuch K ero Koxe, Jlackanu, maauid. EMy xorenoch 3HaTh, Ha3bIBaj JIM OH €€ KaKUM-HUOYIb
JIACKATEJbHBIM UMEHEM, U €CIU 14, TO KaKUM. MOXKeT OBITh, OH 3Ba)I €€ PEDKMKOM — HM3-3a IIBETa
BoJioc? IloncMenBaiics Ty OH HaJl HEH W3-3a UX I[BETA MIJIM HE 3aMedall ero, BUJIS TOJNLKO ee I71a3a?

CmoTpen i1 OH B HUX JI0 TOTO, KaK BOMHA YHUUYTOXHUJIa B HUX HEBUHHOCTh? Wm ke Bcerna
3HAJI UX TAaKUMH, KAKKMH OHHM ObUTH ceidac, ¢ MpauHbIMHU TE€HSMH, KOTOPbIC TO HaOeraau Ha HUX,
TO Mcuezanu. OH BUJeN, KaKk OHAa CKMMAJIACh OT HA30MJIMBBIX BOIIPOCOB €r0 MaTepH, U, XOTS caMm
OTYasHHO XOTEJ 3HaTh OTBETHI, BEIHYK/IEH ObUT OCTaHOBUTH Aompoc. Korna-to oH 3Hau, 4To y Hee
Ha yMme. Kora-To ee MeuThl M HaAeK bl HE ObUIH AJISL HETO 3ara koM.

[Touemy oHa ¢ HUM AEpPKUTCA TaK CKOBaHHO? OHU paccTaauck, MoccopuBIIKCh? Mnu oH pas-
o6un eii cepane? OHa He OTBETHIIA Ha TIOLIETYH TaK, Kak OH paccyuThiBal. J[a, OHAa OXOTHO MPUHSIIA
€ro, HO B HEll YyBCTBOBAIACh KaKas-TO poOOCTh. Bo3M0OXKHO, 3TO U3-3a TOTO, YTO OHU HE BUJCIINCH
yKe 04eHb AaBHO. OH HAIESIICS, UTO MOLEIYH ATOT pa30yauT €ro NamMsTh, HO ele OOJbIIEe OH XOTel
MPOCTO MOIIEJIOBATh €€, Y3HaTh, KAK 3TO HAa HErO MOJICHCTBYET.

Ot 3TOro mouenyst y Hero 4yTh MOJI HE yIiena u3-noj Hor. [logoGHOro OH He HCTBITHIBAT
paHbIlie HA C OHOM >keHITMHON. Hu ogHa He mpoOysk1ana B HEM jKeJIaHHs HEMEAJICHHO MPeAaThes
yIOBOJIBCTBHIO. EMy He XOTeNocCh, Kak ¢ JpyTUMU >KEHIIIMHAMU, 3aTeBaTh (IUPT, OTTATHUBAS pa3-
BA3KY. OH XOTeJl MOAXBATUTh €€ U OTHECTU HABEPX, B CBOIO CIAJbHIO. XOTENl OKa3aThbCsl C HEIO
B TaKOM MECTE, I7Ie¢ X HaBEPHSIKA HUKTO HE moOecrmokont. OH ModTH 3a0bLT, YTO MPHUBEJIO €€ B
I'panTBYN M3HOD.

Korna-to oHu yxe Obitu Onu3KU. 3aMETHUT JIM OHAa €r0 HEyBEPEHHOCTh? Bplmu nmu y HUX B
XOJly KaKue-To 0coOeHHbIe, TOHSTHBIE TOIBKO UM IIyTKU? HpaBunack mu eif kakasi-To rmo3a 0osbliie
npyrux? Yro e He HpaBuiock? [loiiMeT 11 OHa MO ero AeHCTBUSIM, YTO OH COBCEM €€ HE TOMHHUT?

UYro oH 3HaJ 0 Hel? YTo 3HAIa 0 HEM OHA?

HeocBenomneHHOCTb 3a KAaKUX-TO HECKOJIBKO YaCOB €/1Ba HE CBela ero ¢ yma. EMy cienosano
MIOTOBOPHUTH C HEM OTKPOBEHHO, BCE paccka3aTh. Torga oHa yxe He OyzneT Tak ouapoBaHa uM. [1o
KpaiiHeil Mepe, koraa y3HaeT npaBay. Uto oH moxeT nath ei? bpak? Cpoto hamumnmio?

Hanpsoxenue, mpoHU3bIBaBIlIee CTOIOBYIO, OBLJIO MOYTH HEBHIHOCHMBIM. Bee sxnanu mon-
TBEPAKACHUS €r0 BO3BPALICHUSI K HOPMAJIBHOMY COCTOSIHUIO. POICTBEHHUKH M3 KOXHU BOH JIE3JIH,
YTOOBI BTHYTH B pa3roBop ero u mucc Jloycon. PoncTBeHHHKH, KOTOpBIE B JIF0OOM OOIIECTBE YyB-
CTBOBaJIM ce0s Kak priOa B BOJIE, CETOHS OKA3aJIUCh B Tynuke. Y AWHCIHU S3bIK 0€3 KOocTel, MaTh
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&Ke cuuTasa ce0si HaCTOSIIIIUM MacTepoM OOXOIHMTH OCTPBIE YIIIbI M M30eraTh CKaHAaJI0B — KOT/a
ell 3To ObUIO BBITOJHO, IIPU 3TOM HE3aMETHO, UCIIOABOJIb 3aCTaBIsIsl COOECEHUKOB OTKPhIBATh €
CBOM CaMbl€ TEMHBIE CEKPETHI — €CITU 3TO OBLIO € HHTepecHO. 3a 06e1oM mucc JloycoH 3aukanach,
KaK LIKOJIbHMIIA HA TIEPBOM YACITUTHH.

Omna Bce BpeMsi ep3aia Ha CTyle, SIBHO JKeJas OKa3aThCs Te-HuOyap B 1pyroM mecre. Ona
u3berajga ero NpsMoro B3IIsLAa, OONblIE paccMarpuBajia CBOM CTOJIOBBIA MpUOOp U MOCyady, Kak
OyaTo B mIepBHIid pa3 yBuaena ¢papdop u cToIOBbIE HOXKH U XOTella pa3raarh 3arajky Kaxaoro u3
3TUX MPEIMETOB.

CBOMM HACTBIPHBIM B3IJISIZIOM OH 3aCTaBHWII €€ MIOYYBCTBOBATH CE0s1 HEJIOBKO, HO OTBECTH OT
Hee B3I ObLIIO HEBO3MOXKHO.

He momorana u anckas 6onb B Hore. J[OXOAMIIO 10 TOTO, YTO CaMO MPHUKOCHOBEHHUE OpPIOK
K HOT'€ CTAaHOBUJIOCh HEBBIHOCHMBIM. BepxoBas e31a Obu1a HacTOSILEN MBITKOM, HO OH OTYAastHHO
XOTeJI BBIPBAThCS OTTYAa. Mark cuuTasa, 4To OH J0JIKEH )KEHUTHCS Ha JIEBYIIKE, KOTOpas CIyXKuiia
IOCTOSIHHBIM HallOMUHAHUEM O TOM, YTO OH MOTEPSLI.

Ho on He MOT >)KeHUTHCS Ha HEl, HE OTKPBIB BCEH IIPaB/IbI 0 CBOeM Hemyre (ObLI0 ObI Hecpa-
BEJIMBO I10 OTHOILIEHHUIO K HEW HE COOOINTh, YTO OH — HEIOJHOLICHHBII Ye0BEK), U TOrza OHa
cTasa Obl CMOTPETh Ha HETO C KaJIOCThIO, UTO OH TaK HEHaBU1e/1. BO3ZHUKHYT U Ipyrie COMHEHUSI.
Uro, ecniu noteps naMsITH ObljIa CBSI3aHA HE C BOWHOM, a ¢ KAKUM-TO BHYTPEHHHUM HEA0CTAaTKOM —
BO3MOXHO, C 6e3ymuem?

[Tomen moxnap. Kamnum 3actydanu mo nanbro, BBIOMBasi MEPHYIO IpOOb, U OT 3TOTO IIOKOT
KOTIBIT, CTIOPO YHOCALIMX ero ot ['pantByn MaHopa, ctaHoBuIICS ele npuspaddee. Emy xorenock
0Ka3aThCsl OT HEro Kak MOXKHO Jajibllle, CKakaTh eme Opictpee. Ho oH 3HaI, 4TO emMy mpuaercs
BEPHYTHCS U cIeNaTh BEIOOp. J{ake eciii OHU HE IOKEHATCS, OH JTOJDKEH OYJeT 3aHAThCS YCTPO-
CTBOM CYIbOBI MalTbdHKa 1 ee camoil. Kakast xu3Hb ee sxaet? My KXuuHbI OyIyT CMOTPETh Ha Hee
KakK Ha notackyxy. Hukro He 3axouer B3sTh €€ B keHbl. CTUBEH OOpeUeT €€ Ha OJUHOKYIO KHU3Hb.
Ona 3aci1y’kKMBaeT JIy4ILero.

Pa3Be Her? Bee ero BIBONBI OB OCHOBaHBI HA HECKOJIBKUX Yacax HAONIONCHUH 3a HEW.
Uto emy Ha camoMm jnene OblI0 0 Hel u3BecTHO? Bapyr AiHcnu nydine ee moHsui? Mpiciau ero
3aTyMaHUBAJIMUCh C TEX MOP, KAK OH OYHYJICSI B TOM YEPTOBOM BOCHHOM T'OCITUTAJIE.

On HanpaBui jomaap Ha XonM. HaBepxXy HaTsHya NMOBOAbS,, OCTAHOBWJICS U CIIPBITHYJ C
nomraay. [IpaBast Hora ero MoOTHYIACk, U KOJIGHO BPE3aJIoCh B 3eMITI0. BCIo HOTY Kak OyaTo 06o-
KTJIO OTHEM, U OH B3pEBEJ OT OO M OOHIBI TPOMYE TPOMA, KOTOPBIH B TY e CEKYHIY MPOKATHUIICS
1o HeOy. OH noraaui HOT'Y, NbITasCh OOJIErYUTh O0Jb, HO OT IPUKOCHOBEHUS OHA TOJIBKO YCHIIU-
Jach, Kak Oy/ITO OH BOH3MJI B HOTY HOX.

Emy He Obutn ObI TAaK HEHABUCTHBI IIPAaMBbI B O0JIb, €CITH OBl OH 3HAJI, YTO TOT, KTO 3TO C HUM
czenal, MoJy4ns HE MEHBIIE.

CoBceM HeaBHO OH YX€ IOUTH MepecTaj JTyMaTh O 3arajike MocieqHuX AByX JeT. OH He
CMOT UX BEPHYTb, HO, MOXKET ObITh, IPOCTO HE XOTEJN ATOr0. Y HETO OBLJIO OJIHO JKEIAHUE: BBI3I0-
POBETH U 3aKUTh COOCTBEHHOM kM3HBI0. Ho motom nosiBunacek Mucc Jloycon — Mepcu, — 1 BIpyr
9TH MOCJEIHUE /IBA T'0/la CTAJIM HEBBIHOCUMO BaskHbIMH. Kakue erie TaliHbl CKpbIBAJIO MPOIITIOE B
CBOMX TE€MHBIX ITyOMHax? bbuin u qpyrue neTH, Ipyrue >KeHIIUHbBI, KOTOPBIX €My CTOMIIO IIOM-
HuTh? Vnu ona Obl1a eIMHCTBEHHOM?

Bcero onna HOYb ¢ 0HOM KeHIIMHOM. ManoseposTHo. I1o kpalinelr Mepe, 1 JBYX JIET.
C ero HeyeMHBIM aNETUTOM Ha >KeHIIUH. J{o mpoOyX1eHus B rocnuraie Ha yOoroil koke oH u
HOYM HE MOT IIpoBecTH 0e3 Kakoi-HuOyab cobiaa3HEeHHOW UM KpacaBullbl. OHa okujala, yTo OH
OTKAYKETCS OT €KEHOLIIHOTO BECEbs?

BoinykaeHHbIi Opak He MOT ObITh LIETIBIO ero ku3HU. OH nogo3peBal, uyTo u ee Toxke. OHa,
HaBEpHOE, MeYTaJla O IPOYyBCTBOBAHHBIX IPU3HAHUX U IPEKIOHEHHOM KojieHe. CTUBEH ke HaMme-
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peBaJIiCsl yMEepeTh XOJIOCTAKOM. Y HEro He ObIIO HU TUTYINA, HU OOTaTCTB — HUYETO, YTO MOXKHO
ObLJI0 OBl OCTaBUTH HACJIEIHHUKY, KOTOPOTO y HETO TOXKE HE OBLIO.

Ho HeoxunanHO y Hero mosiBUWIICS ChIH. U JKeHIUHA, Ybe 10OpOoe UM OH OUYEPHUI CBOUMH
HOCTYTIKaMHU.

[IponuBHOI 1OXAP HE MOT CMBITh COMHEHHS M OpeMs OTBETCTBEHHOCTH. Emy mpumercs
NpUHUMATh pellieHre. 3aBTpa OH cieyaeT npemiokenue mucc Jloycon. Hasepusika 3To Oynmer
HeTpyaHo. Ilouenyii B 6ubanoTexe mokasa, 4To MEXIy HUMHU IpobOekana UCKpa, KoTopas npu
JIOJDKHOM TIOZIXOJIE MOYKET TIPEBPATUTHCS B PeBYIIEe TUIaMs. BBITh MOXKET, KaK TOJIIBKO OHA y3HAeT
0 ero OIaropoIHBIX HAMEPEHHUSX, X OTHOIICHHSI CHOBA CTAaHYT HEPUHYKICHHBIMH, KaK Mpexie?
Bo3moxHO, eciii IpUTBOPUTHCS, UTO BCE XOPOLIO, BCE HA CAMOM JI€JI€ HaJaJuTCA.

C tpynom npeBo3moras 6011b, OH cTasl Ha 00e Horu. C Takoil HOroil OH 6€3 TPOCTH IpeBpa-
IIaJICS B HACTOSIILIETO KaJieKy. [IbITasick yaep»xarb paBHOBECHE, OH ClIejall lar K jJomaau. Ta ucmy-
TaHHO IApaxHyJach B CTOPOHY. OH YEpTHIXHYJICS U MOMBITAJICS €€ MPUMaHnuTh. Ho B 3TOT Mur B
HeOe CHOBA IPOMBIXHYIIO, U JIOIAAbh OpOCHIIACh HAYTEK.

3anpoKWHYB TOJIOBY, OH MOACTABWII JIMIIO O] XJIECTKHE CTpyH Aoks. [Ipu Bce ycunusa-
fomneiicss 6omu B HOre OH He jaoiaer no [pantByn MaHopa. be3 nomamu ve o6oiitrch. U 3auem
BOOOIIIE ero uepT nepHyna cie3ats ¢ Hee? [lynbcupyromas 60ib, KOTOPYIO OH UyBCTBOBAJI, CUS B
cemyie, ObUIa HIYEM 10 CPABHEHUIO C TEM, YTO OH HCIIBITHIBAJ TETIEPb.

CobpaBimcs ¢ nyxoM, CTuBeH caenan nyOOKuiM BAOX U, IBITasACh HE 00palliaTh BHUMaHUS
Ha C)KUTAIOIIUNA HOTY OTOHb, IOKOBBUISUI BCJIE] 3@ JIOLIAJIBIO.

—Yro 1Bl AyMaemb 0 neBouke? — crpocuia Tecca Celtmyp, repuoruds AWHCIH.

— Ha xoncre ona OyzieT cMOTpeTbes 3aMedaresbHO.

['epuioruns, cuaeBias 3a TyajJeTHbIM CTOJIMKOM, IOBEPHYJIACH U IOCMOTPEIIA HA FOHOTO CBET-
JIOKYZIpOro AJI0HHUCA, JIEXKABLIETO B €€ KPOBaTHU B 0)KUJIAHUH, KOTJ1a OHA 3aKOHYUT OOBIYHBIE MTPU-
TOTOBJIEHUS] HA HOYb. MHOTOYMCIIEHHBIE KPEMbI, KOTOPBIMU OHA yMallliBaja JIMIO, IICI0 U PYKH,
IIOMOTaJIU €1 HE BBINNIAIETh HA CBOM COPOK CEMb.

— Jleo!

Omna He cTaja CKpbIBaTh, 4TO €r0 OTBET eii He moHpaBwics. OH TpeOoBal MpeIeTbHONH OTKPO-
BEHHOCTH B UX OoTHOIIeHusAX. [ToHayamy 310 ee myraso, HO Tenepb OHA NOHUMaJIa, KAKUM MYJIPbIM
OBLIIO ATO peIICHHE. ITO JaBaJIO OIIYIIEHHUE CBOOOIBI, M MOCTETICHHO OHA MOHSIA: YTO OBl HU MPO-
U30I11JI0, OH BCETJIa €€ MPOCTUT, HECMOTPSL HU Ha YTO.

OH noxain rie4yamu.

— Jlymaenb, OHa MOXKET €ro cracTtu?

— S naneroch Ha 3T10. OH BBIISLIUT TakuM notepssHHbIM! XoTh Bectkndd u AitHcnu Hugero
HE TOBOPSIT, sl 3HAIO, YTO OHMU BHHAT ceO0sl 3a TO, UYTO CIOy4rmiioch co CTuBeHOM. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB,
9TO K€ OHU KYIUJIN eMy opuiepckuii 4yuH!

— A KoposieBa oTmpaBuja €ro Tyaa, Kyaa ornpasuia. HukTo He Mor mpeanoiaokuTh, 4yTo
KOH(IIUKT C 3TOM uepToBoii Poccueli mepepacTeT B 3aTSHKHYIO BOMHY.

Yro BepHO, TO BepHO. ['a3eThl NepenoaHsIM PENOPTaX U C TeaTpa BOCHHBIX IercTBHM. 1
cnucku norudmux. beckoneunsie cnmcku. Tenerpad kak Oyaro ymensmwn mup. Hukorna eme
U3BECTHS O BOWHE HE MPUXOIMIN TaK OBICTPO.

VYBuUAEB €ro UMs B CIIMCKE NOTUOIINX, OHA YyTh HE yMepia OT ropsi. Marb He 10JIKHa UMETh
JHOOMMUUKOB CpelU JETeH, HO OH y Hee OblI J00uMbIM cbiHOM. CtuBeH. OHa mo0usa ero orua
BCEM ceplilieM, BceM cBouM ectectBoM. [ pad Jlmandopa. C HUM oHA cocTosIa B TAlHOM JIF0O0B-
HOH CBsI3M, Korna ObLta 3amykeM 3a rpadom Bectkmuddom. CTrBeHy OHA Tak M He pacckasania,
KTO €70 HACTOSLIUHI OTEL.

Korna on ObUT ManeHbKHM, €€ OCTaHaBIMBaI CThII. Koraa oH moB3pociien, cTpax HaBceraa
3aMKHYJI ITpaBAy B HEW.

40



J1. Xut. «CobnasHntb Herogsasa»

Haxe Jluaadopn o6 atom He 3Han. Ho, mockoneky Bectkmud¢ mepecran ObiBath B ee
IIOCTENU Cpa3y MOoCJIe TOro, Kak OHa 00BsBUIIA, YTO HOCUT MX MEPBOro peOeHKa, Aa TaK U HE BEp-
HYJICSl TyJa 1aXke MOCJe pOXKICHHUS HacleAHNKa, Y Hee He OblJI0 COMHEHHM OTHOCUTEIBHO OTIIOB-
ctBa CTHBEHA.

C u3Bectem o cmeptu CTHBEHa OHa OoTHpaBuiack K JInHHpopIy.

— To1 nomkeH exarb B KpsiM. [IpuBe3sTtu ero teino. Sl He ocTaBiio ero Tak Jajaeko OT JI0Ma.

— Tecca, on xoten 061, YTOOBI €T0 TOXOPOHWIIM PSIOM C TEMH, KTO CPaXKaJICs BMECTE C HUM.

— MHe Bce paBHO, 4ero oH xoten. Ha3piBall MEHSI STOMCTKOM, HO celidyac MEHS MHTEPECyeT
TOJIBKO TO, YTO XOUY 5.

— D10 GeccMbICIeHHAs 3aTesl.

W ona paccka3zana eMy T0, 4yTO AaJjia cede CII0BO COXPAaHUTh B TaliHE OT BCEX.

— OH TBO¥ CBIH.

[Toka oH makan, oHa oOHMMana ero. B o1uH KOPOTKUII MUT OHA U JJajia €My CblHA, U OTHsLIA.

JIuHH(pOpA NpU3HAJICS, UTO Y HErO BO3HUKAIM TaKUE MOAO3PEHUS, HO OH ObLI JKE€HAT U eMy
HE XBaTWJIO IyXY MOMBITAThCA Pa300paTbCsi B 3TOM.

Opnako oHa He cuuTana ero TpycoM. OHa cuuTana ero 4YeJI0BEKOM, KOTOPBIM CTPEMUTCS HE
NPUYHHATH OOJTU T€M, KOTO JIFOOUT.

Korna Jluaadopz yxe cooOmumin apMeiCKoMy Ha4ajabCTBY, YTO MPUEAET 3a TEIOM Maiopa
Crusena Jlaiionca, oHM y3Hanu, yTo CTUBEH JKUB.

W cHoBa ee cepaie pa3dmUIoch Ha THICAYY KyCOYKOB. CKOJBKO pa3 MOXKET MaTepHHCKOE
cepaie pazouBarbes? beckoneunoe MuHokecTBO. Kaxkplit pa3, korza ee pebeHKy ObIBaeT O0IBHO.
Ona 1aBHO cMMpHIIach € 3TOH 00JIbIO U Hay4MJIach HE MOKa3bIBaTh €€. TakoBa MaTepuHCKast 10JIs.

— Tw1 Oynemb HacTauBaTh, YTOOBI OH >keHIIICA Ha Mucc Jloycon? — Borpoc Jleo BepHyn ee
K CETOJHSIITHEMY JTHIO ¥ HBIHEITHEMY JTFOOOBHUKY.

— Th1 cnuiikoM BBICOKOTO MHEHUsSI 000 MHE. Sl He o0nanaro Takoi BiIacThi0. Mou CHIHOBbBS
CaMU pelularoT, KaK MOoCTynarb. XOTs, AyMaeTcsl MHE, BbIOOp y Hero HeBenuk. Eciau emy uto-To He
HpPaBUTCS, TaK 3TO Oropyarh MEHs. Tak 4To s elIie MOTY Kak-TO MOBIUATH Ha Hero. JPKOH — ero
CBIH, B 9TOM HET coMHeHUH. S yxe By ynbiOky CtuBeHa Ha ero ryoax. Ecnu oH He KeHUTCS Ha
JIEBOYKE, 3TO OyaeT 0ecCOBECTHBIN, OTBPATUTENbHBIN MOCTYIOK.

— Oten CtuBeHa Ha TeOe HE KEHUIICS.

Jleo menkuM B3IVISIIOM XYIOXKHUKA YBUIET TO, YTO OHA TAK HEUCTOBO IBITATACH CKPHITH; OH
noHsu1, uto otoM CtuBeHa 0wt JImHHDOP/T.

— DTO MOTOMY, UTO TOT/A 5 ObLIa 3aMYXEM, U Thl 3TO IPEKPACHO 3Haellb. M 3aueM TOIbKO 5
paccka3zaia Tebe 0 CBO€i HEOCTOPOKHOCTU?

— 1 06 3TOM M cam jaorajaics, J1to00Bb MOsI, KAK U O TBOUX YYyBCTBaX K ATOMY U€JIOBEKY. 5
BCE €Il€ MEUTAI0, YTO JIOKTYCh TOTO JAHS, KOTJA Thl IOCMOTPHUIIIb Ha MEHS TaK, KAK CMOTPHIIb HA
JInnHdoaa BCSIKUM pas, KOrja OH OKa3bIBaeTCsl MOOIU30CTH.

Cepaue ee cxanock. OH nmpocui Tak Majio. [loueMy oHa HE MOXET MOJTIOOUTH €ro TaK e
CTpacTHO, Kak Jiobwmia rpada Jluaadpopaa? Tem Goree 9TO TOTBKO HE3PSUHIA HE BUIAUT, 9TO JIMHH-
(dopxa 6oroTBOpuUT cBOO KeHY. Kornma onn ObLTH JIFOOOBHUKAaMU, OH elle He ObuT xkeHat. Korna ke
OHa OCTaJach OJIHA, OH YX€ CIaBUJICs Oe3rpaHUYHON NPEJAHHOCTBIO KEHE.

Jleo npoTAHYI K HEW PYKY.

— Wnu ko Mue. Eciii mo3Bonuiib, 1 COTPY IPyCTh C TBOMX [JIa3.

Ona HUKOIJa HE MOIvIa MPOTUBUTHCS eMy. | pario3Ho BcTaB, OHAa MOPXHYJIa K KpOBATH, JIera,
ycTpouiack psiioM ¢ Jleo u moraauia ero no mieke.

— TbI ke 3HaeIb, s TI00JII0 TEOS.

— Ho He Tak cHIIbHO, KaK IPyTHX.

OHa oTKpbLIa pOT, YTOOBI BO3PA3UTh, HO OH IPUJIOKHII NTAJIEL] K €€ TyOaMm.
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— 51 He oOmXxkaroch Ha TO, YTO ThI JIOOUIIL CBOMX JETEH, a TeTeph U BHYKOB. SI HUKOT/IA HE
cTayt OBl TIBITATHCS 3aHITh UX MECTO B TBOEM cepre. S gaxke He MOTy OOMKaThCs Ha TeOs u3-3a
JTFO0OBHHKA, KOTOPBIH y TeOs1 OBLIT B MOJIOZIOCTH, TIOTOMY YTO OH J1ajl TeOe MOHSATh, 9TO 3HAYUT OBITh
mroboumoint. Ho cefivac ero 3aech HeT. CKaku, 9TO HE AyMaelib O HeM, Korya s Te0st oOOHuMaro.

— Korna s ¢ ToOOM, 1 He BCHOMUHAIO O HEM.

— JIryHbBs, — TAXOHBKO MICTHYJ OH U MOMBITAJICS CAENATh TaK, YTOOBI B CJIOBAaX, KOTOPHIE OHA
TOJIBKO YTO MPOU3HECIA, MOSBUIACH XOTh J0JS MPaBJIbI.
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maBa 4

CTuBeH, U3MYYEHHBIN BBICIECKUBAHUEM U JIOBJIEH OECTOJIKOBOH JIOLIAIU U MOCIETYIOLM
BO3BpAILCHUEM JIOMOH, KOT/Ia KaXKIbIH yJap KOIbITa COTpsiCall HOTY U YCHIIUBAJ 00JIb, OO K
JIBEpU CBOEH CNaJbHU U YK€ TIOJIOKUB PYKY Ha PyUKY, yCJbllan AeTckuid Kpuk. OH 3amep.

Jlo 3TOro0 AHS BCE KPBUIO A0Ma MpHHAIAIEKaNO0 eMy. [la, oH monpocui, 4to0sl Mepcu Bblie-
JIMJT KOMHATY psiioM ¢ HuM. OH He 3HaJ1, ObLI0 JIU € U3BECTHO, YTO OH >KUBET OyKBaJbHO HAIpO-
TUB Hee. HecMoTpst Ha TO yTo Ha HeM ObLT0 NankTo (CTHBEH COPOCHI €ro BHU3Y), OH IIPOMOK 110
HUTKHU ¥ 03510. Bonmockl murumm ko 10y, Boga CTpylKaMH CTeKaa ¢ TOJIOBBI Ha TUICUH — OHUM CJIO-
BOM, BUJ y HETO OBbIJI HE CIIMIIKOM IPE3eHTa0ETbHBIN.

JleTckuil KpHK CTaHOBHJIICS Bce rpoMue. bbuto oueBnaHo, uTo ['ocmoap Haenm Maaba0HKyY
IPEKPACHBIMHU JISTKUMH. YTO ke OH Tak 3amencs? Bce KpUUUT U KPUYUT.

CTuBeH nepecek KOpUA0p U MOCTy4asl B IBEpb. bosbliie B 3TON yacTu JoMa HUKOTO He ObLIO,
a caM OH HUKOIZIa HE 3achINal JIeTko. MOXXHO OBUTO MPOCTO HE 0OpPAaTHUTh BHUMAHUS HA KPHUK, HO
ero 6ecniokomna Mepcu. EMy 3axoTenoch 4To-To cenarb, Kak-T0 OMOYb CH.

Houom, neu xomy y2o0no, monvko He cebe. Tol npocmo uwgeutb n0800a CHOBA ee Y8Udemn,
HecMOmpsi Ha C8OU PACMPENAHHbLI GUO.

Kpuk npekparuics, HO Tenepsb y HEro He Ha HIYTKY pa3blrpanock J100onbITcTBO. EMy ceii-
4yac Hy)XKHO ObLJIO 0OCOXHYTb, YCIIOKOUTBCS U NMPHUHATH XOPOLIYIO 103y JiayJaHyMa, HO OH CHOBa
MOCTYy4al B JABEPb.

— Mucc Jloycon?

OH ycapian Tuxye maru 00ChbIX HOT, IIOTOM ABEPb IPUOTKPBLIACH U B IIE€JI0YKY BBIIJISHYIIA
oHa. bpoBu ee ucnyraHHo U 00ECIIOKOEHHO COLLIMCH Haj nepeHoculeil. BoT orkyna y Hee 3Ta
MaJIeHbKas CKJIaJouka Mexay OpoBsimu! OT TpeBoru ckiajka 3Ta ynyomsiack, a Mepcu oueHb
4acTO TPEBOXKUIIACK.

— Yro-TO cinyunsiocs? — cupocui CTUBEH.

— Her. J[)0oH Bceraa B 3T0 BpeMsi IIPOCUT €CTb.

Bapyr on 3ameTu, 4To CMOTPUT Yepe3 ee MIIeH0, HaAesaCh YBUAETh MajbunKa. YepT BO3bMU,
C KaKHX 3TO IOp OH CTaJl TAKUM JIFOOOTBITHBIM?

— W3BuHuTE, ecau oH nodecnokoun Bac. S ymana, 3TO KpbLIo Ul TOCTEH U 3/1eCh, KpoMe
Hac, HUKOT'O HET.

OH pemm, 4To HET HUKAKOH He0OX0IMMOCTH OECIIOKOUTH €€ €Ille U COOOIIEHUEM O TOM, YTO
€ro KOMHaTa pacroioXeHa psiioM. Bce paBHO OH He BOCIIOJIB3YETCs 3TUM BBITOIHBIM MOJI0KEHUEM.
[To kakoii-TO HEOOBSCHUMOM NMPUUYMHE €r0 YCIHOKOMJIA MBICIb O TOM, YTO OH Oy/leT HaXOIUThCS
10OJIN30CTH, €CIIU €i BAPYT YTO-TO MOHAA00UTCS. 3/1eCh € HUUTO HEe YIpoXkallo, U BCE JKe IJIe-TO
B IIyOMHE pacKaJbIBarolLIeiics OT 00U IOJIOBBI POAMIIACH MBICIIb, YTO B CIy4ae Yero OH CMOXET
3aLIUTUTH €e. DTO JKeJlaHue ObLJIO BIOJIHE €CTECTBEHHBIM, HO K 3TOMY HOPBIBY IPUOABHIIOCH YTO-
TO €llle, HEYTO TAKOE, Uer0 OH HE MOT' OOBSICHUTb.

— MoxeT ObITb, BaM YTO-TO HY>KHO? — CPOCHJI OH.

Omna OBICTPO OMOTAJIA TOJOBOM.

—Her, y Mmens ects nomoinnua. — OHa nokpacHesa 10 KOpHei BOJi0C, 3aIUIETEHHbBIX B KOPO-
TEHbKYI0 Kocy. OH mpezcTaBisi cebe ux ropaszio AIUHHEE, YKPHIBAIOIIUMHY IJICUH U HUCIIAJat0-
IIMMHU Ha Ipy/Ab. ITa MBICIb TYT e NOPOAUIIa OCO3HAHUE TOTO, YTO OH KOTA-TO IMPUKACAJICS K ee
IpyAsM, JacKall UX SI3bIKOM, BTSATHUBAJI B POT COCKH, KOTOPbIE Ceiiuac HaNpsMIUCh MOJ] €ro B3IVIs-
JoM. — JI’KOH He ToJIOJIaeT.

— Bl HaHAIM KOpMUITUILY ?

Kpacka Ha ee nu1ie cenanach elne ryiuie, Ho oOTOM Kak-To BIPYT, pa3oM, oTcTynuia. Mepcu
C BBI30BOM B3JIepHYJIa MOI00POI0K, KaK OyATO HAIIIA €ro BOIIPOC B BBICIIEH CTENIEHH OECTAKTHBIM.
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— braroBocnutanHas naMa He... OHa HE 3aHUMAETCs BCEM cama.

— JIOBOJIHO CTpaHHOE pa3rpaHUYCHHUE.

— YT0, IO3BOJIBTE y3HATh, Bbl UMEETE B BULY?

OH 4yTh HaKJIOHWICA K HEH, C)kaB 3yObl, UTOOBI HE 3aCTOHAThH OT OOJIU B HOTE.

— braroBocrintannas 1ama He pokaeT peOeHKa BHE Opaxa.

— BbI ObUTH 3aHATHI IPYTHMU JI€TIaMH, TaK YTO OBLIO HE JI0 KEHUTHOb!!

Omna naxke He mblTajdach ONMpPaBIaTh CBOW MOCTYIIOK, M €EMY 3TO B HEW HpaBMIIOCh. Takke OH
OTMETUJI, YTO €¥ HE MO HpaBy, KOIJa OH B 4eM-TO BUHUT ee. Ho oH He ocyxnan ee. OH mbITancs
OTBJIEYb C€0S OT MBICIIU O TOM, UTO OYJIET, €CJIM OHA OKa)XKETCS B €0 MOCTENH IO TOTO, KaK MEXAy
HUMHU BCE MPOSICHUTCSA OKOHYATEIBbHO.

Emy 3axoTenoch B3sTh €€ 3a pyKy ¥ IEpeBECTU uepe3 kopuop. EMy 3axorenoch nouenoBarb
€€, 3allyCTUB MaJbIlbl B €€ BOJIOCHL. 3aX0TEN0Ch, YTOOBI OHA JIe)Kalla, PACKUHYBIINCH, HA €r0 KPo-
BaTH, CIIUIIIKOM yTOMJICHHAs!, YTOOBI II€BEIUTHCS. Toraa oH Jier Obl C Hel PsiIoM, TIOJIOKKUI Ha Hee
TOJIOBY H... 3acHYJ. Uto 3a cTpanHas (anrazus!

— [Ipomry mpomenus. 5 ckaszan 310, He MogyMaB. Bunnumo, st 6e3MepHO BUHOBAT NIEpe/T BAMHU.
He xouy k cBOMM Irpexam 100aBIIATH €1ll€ O/IMH, TIOMEIIaB BaM Bbicnarbes. CrokoiHOM Houn. — OH
pa3BepHYJICS, U TYT €r0 HOTa NOJKOCUIIACh. ..

Ona BbIOEKaNa B KOpUIOp, MoaxBaruia ero. OMHON pyKoW OHa MOAJAEPKUBAJIA €ro IMOJ
JIOKOTb, 00XBATUB 3a Tajuto Apyroi. Ee 3anax (apomar jaBaH]ibl) HAOJHWII €r0 HO3JIPH, a Ipyab,
0 KOTOPOH OH TOJIbKO 4TO (paHTazmpoBai, Oynb OHA HEJAaIHA, IPIKAIACK K €T0 PyKe.

— BBl Tako#t XonogHBIA U BeCh ApokuTe. UeM BbI 3aHUMAIIUCH U TJI€ ObLTU? — C yIPEKOM
IPOU3HECTA OHA.

— MHe HyXHO OBLIO CHE3IUTH B OAHO MECTO. A TeNepb, €CIU Bbl MEHS OTIYCTUTE U BEpHE-
TeCch K cede, 1 CMOTry IMONTH B CBOIO KOMHATY.

— 1 Bam momory. ['ne ona?

OH KUBHYJ Ha JIBEPh C JAPYroi CTOPOHBI KOPHUIO0pa, U Ia3a Mepcu yIUBICHHO paclaxHy-
JHCh.

— Bbl roBopuiin, B IoM€ XBaTaeT CBOOOIHBIX KOMHAT.

— Tak u ecTb. S ke HE BUHOBAT, YTO O/IHA U3 HUX PACIIOJIOKEHA HAIIPOTUB MOEH.

Ee ry0n1 nepHynucs.

— Y10 TYT CMEIIHOTO0?

Omna nokayajsa rojoBo¥:

— 51 mpocTo BCIIOMHMIIA, YTO BBl CKa3aJd MHE, KOTIJja Mbl BIIEPBbIE BCTPETUIIHCD.

HesBoi! YV HUX ObUTH OJIM3KUE OTHOIIICHUS HE TOJBKO B ciasibHe. OH HE CMOYKET JI0JITO 00Ma-
HBIBATh €€, CKPBIBas CBOI HepocTarok. CieroBano Mpru3HaThCs BO BCEM MPSIMO ceifuac, Ho O0Jb B
HOT€ CENIAJIach TAKOM CUIIBHOM, YTO OH HE TO YTO TOBOPUTH — JyMAaTb HE MOTL.

— MoskeTe OTIyCTUTh MEHS, — BbIIaBUJI OH.

B ee masax ynTanocks COMHEHUE, HO OHA OTCTYTHJIA.

— CrniokoiiHo Houu, — noBTOpra CTUBEH.

Mepcu nunib BCKUHYJIa 0JHY OpOBb U CIOKHJIA HA TPYAU PYKHU, IVISASI HA HETO C BHI30BOM.
Omna He Oofibllle €ro Bepuiia, YTO OH CMOYKET JOWTH JI0 CBOEH KOMHAThl, HE NMPOJEMOHCTPUPOBAB
cBOIO OecrioMoIHOCTb. M Bce e OH OblT HacTpoeH nombiTarbest. CxxaB 3yObl, OH czenaj mar
BIIEpELL. . .

Ero pe3anyno Takoit 6051b10, 4TO OH HE CMOT caepkarh cToH. Korma ero Hora nogorHymiach,
Mepcu cHOBa MoixBaTuia ero.

— He mpukacaiitech! — mpoxpuriesn oH.

Omna 3ameprna.

— K uemy?

— K Hore. He BbIHOMLY, KOT1a K HEW NIPUKACAFOTCSL.
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— Ho nouemy? Pana eme He 3axuiia?

— 3akna, TOJNBKO JbSIBOJIBCKH OOJIHT.

— 51 Mmory nocMotpeTs?

— 3auem 3T10?

— He 3Hat0, HO 311ech 4T0-TO He Tak. C TeX MOp KaK 5 yBH/IENa Ballle MM B CIIUCKE MOTHOIINX,
IPOIILIO TOCTATOYHO BPEMEHH, YTOOBI paHa yCIelna Kak CieayeT 3aKuTh. 1 B TakoM cirydae BBl HE
UCTIBITHIBAJIA OBI TAKOW OOJIH.

OH nokavas rojioBou.

— OOBIYHO OHA OOJIMT HE TaK CHIBLHO, HO CETOIHS. ..

— Sl HactauBar. S JOIKHA TOCMOTPETh.

ToH y Hee ObLT HE TEPIALIMI BO3paXEHUH, B3I pelIuTenbHbli. [lo3ToMy oHa 0kazanoch
B ero nocrenu? OH Bceraa HaXOAWI YBEPEHHBIX JKEHIITUH YePTOBCKHU MPUBIICKATCILHBIMH.

— Xopomo. — IToiast Ha 3Ty YCTYNKY, OH TaKk)Ke IPU3HaBaJI, 4YTO O€3 €€ MOMOIIN eMy JI0 CBOSH
KOMHATBI He 1o0paThest. Onepmch Ha ee Imiedo, OH TM03BOIMI MepcHu oTBeCcTH cedsi B KOMHATY.

Tam oHa momorsa eMy CHATH CIOpTYK. [loka oHa pa3BemmBaia ero Ha CIUHKE CTyJ1a, OH, CTOS
y KpoBaTH, 3a4apoBaHHO HaOII0/1a7 32 Heto. EMy HaBHI1ach €€ IEIOBUTOCTb. 3ariisiHyB B IIKad, OHa
HallUTa Mapy MOJOTeHEel U BepHyJach C HUMHU K Hemy. OHa, HECOMHEHHO, 3HaJIa, T/I€ YTO UCKATh,
MIOTOMY YTO B €€ KOMHATE CTOSUI TOYHO TAKOM ke IKad.

B3sB monoteHIie, OH cTan BRITUPATh BOJIOCHL, HE CBOJS C HEE B3MIIAAA U AyMasi O TOM, CKOPO
JIM OHA TIOMMET, YTO JJISl TOTO, YTOOBI HOCMOTPETH €T0 HOTY, €i MPUAETCS YBUIETh €11e MHOTO Y€TO.
3710 MOTIIO OBI TaXKe TMOKa3aThCsl 3a0aBHBIM, €CIIM OBl €r0 HE TPSICIIO TaK CHIIBHO OT X0JIONA U OOJIH.

— JlaBaiiTe CHUMEM MOKpBIE BEIIH, — IPOU3HECIA OHA POBHBIM, HEBBIPA3UTEIHHBIM TOHOM,
KaKiM C HUM pa3roBapHBalia JI0KHHA CECTEp U CHJIENIOK, 03 HaMeKa Ha UTPUBOCTh, HO €ro TEJI0
TYT K€ OTBETHJIO BO30YKJIEHHEM, KOTOPOE OH MOCTICHIII MoAaBuTh. JKuier u 6abouka B J1Ba cyeTa
OKa3aJIMCh Ha TIOIY.

PyGamku on nmummics He Tak ObicTpo. OHa B3sU1ach 3a €€ HU3 U Hayasla MEIJICHHO CTSTH-
BaTh Yepe3 royioBy. Ee mabIpl CKONMB3HYIM O ero 0okaM. DTo ObUIO HacTosmee MmydeHue. Ona
TO OCTaHABJIMBAJIACK, TO MPONOIDKAJIA TIHYTh BBEpX PyOaIlKy, ¥ OH TOHSUI, YTO OHA OTMEYAET IPO
ce0st ImpamMbl, KOTOPBIE OOHAXKAIUCH OJIUH 32 IPYTUM.

— Mos rpynb, HaBEpHOE, BBIVIIIUT HE TaK, KAK PAaHbIIE, — HETPOMKO MTPOU3HEC OH, TyMas,
IpeIaBajkCh JIM OHU JIIOOBU TPHU CBETE, KAK €My HPAaBHJIOCh.

Haxoner py6amka ero Obuta OpolieHa Ha OCTANBHYIO CHATYIO ONeXIy, 1 Mepcu Havama
OCMaTpUBaTh €T0, BOAS MMaJIbIIaMU HAJI CaMO KOXKeil. MOxKeT, OHa 00s1ack, 4TO, €CIIH MPUKOCHETCS
K Hemy, OoH B3aporHeT? Ckopee BCero, Tak M CIy4mioch Obl. Ero upe3BbruaitHo BO30yXaasio To,
YTO OHH YK€ MMO3HAJM JAPYT JIpyra, HO OH HEe IOMHUII, KakoBO 3T0. Ho erie 3To ObUI0 HETIPHUATHO.
He 3Hatp, Kak OH IOCTaBIISUI €1 yIOBOJIBCTBHE, YEMY MOT €€ HAyYUTh U Y€M €IIe MOT MOJEIIUTHCS.

Omna HakKJIOHWIIACk, cTOs Iepen HUM. Ee rpynb ckonb3Hyna o ero pyke. Hecmotpst Ha 6071b,
OILIYIICHHE OT ITOTO MPUKOCHOBEHUS, TIOTOOHO MOJIHUH, YIAQPUBIIEH B 36MJTIO, OITyCTHUIIOCH TIPS-
MUKOM B nax. OH He coOupalics paccTeruBaTh OprOKU. XOTs, €CJIA YYECTh, YTO UX CBA3BIBAJIO, €€
HE JTOJDKHO OBUIO YIUBUTH €r0 BO3OYKICHHE.

BrimpsiMuBIINCE, OHA HAKWHYJIA €My Ha IJICYH OJIEsI0, COSIMHHB CIIEPEH YIIIbI, YTOOBI OH
He crecHsIcs. CTeCHUTETbHOCTh HE BXO/IHMJIA B YMCIIO 3HAKOMBIX €My UyBCTB. Yero, mo-BHINMOMY,
Helsb3s ObLIO cKa3aTh O Hell. 3HauuT, B TeMHoTe. OH oBiazeBai e B TeMHoTe. [louemy oHa Tak
cmymanach? OH ee ueM-To ucyra Torga? Ho Beas OH MHOTO pa3 3HaKOMUJI KEHILHUHY ¢ 0COOEH-
HOCTSIMH MY>KCKOTO TeJla M TIPEKPAcHO 3HaJ, Kak 3To Aenaercs. [IpaBna, ypoku STH He 3aKaHYHBA-
JIMChH TOSIBJICHUEM OPYIIEro peOCHKA.

— Bam Hy’>KHO CHSTH OpIOKH, — CKa3ajia OHa, OTCTYTIAs.

— Ilouemy BbI mokpacHenu, Mepcu? — cupocuit oH. ViMs ee mpo3By4ano Kak-TO CTPaHHO,
CJIOBHO OH HHKOT/Ia TIPEX/Ie ero He mpou3Hocui. Ho Takoro He MOIJIO OBITh.
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— Bpewms nosnHee, — oTBETHIIA OHA.

YT0 5TO — HCTUHHAS IMpUYrHa UJIN KCJIAHUC yﬁTH OT oTBeTa? YXaxupas 3a paHCHBIMH, OHA
HaBCPHAKA BUACIA MHOT'O MY>KCKUX TCII.

Ero nomeiTka CHATE OPIOKH U PEUTY3BI, IPUIEPIKUBASI OIS0, HE YBEHYAJIACh YCIIEXOM, TEM
0oJiee YTO HOI'M OTKA3bIBAJIUCH YJIEPKUBATh €T0 BEC.
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KoHel o3HakomuTtenbHoro doparmeHTa.

Tekct npenoctabien OO0 «JlutPecy.

[IpounTaiite 3Ty KHUT'Y LEJIUKOM, KYIIUB IIOJIHYIO JerajabHy0 Bepcuto Ha JIutPec.

Bbe3omacHo omnarute KHUTY MO>KHO OaHKOBCKOM KapToit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cueta
MoOMIBHOTO TenedoHa, ¢ IIaTexHoro TepMunana, B caione MTC unu CsasHol, uepe3 PayPal,
WebMoney, Annexc.densru, QIWI Komenek, 60HyCHbIMM KapTaMH WU APYTrUM ynoOHbIM Bam
CII0COOOM.
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