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They never went out of the house.

The man whose name was Harley used to get up first.
Sometimes he would take a stroll through the building in his
sleeping suit—the temperature remained always mild, day
after day. Then he would rouse Calvin, the handsome, broad
man who looked as if he could command a dozen talents and
never actually used one. He made as much company as Harley
needed.

Dapple, the girl with killing grey eyes and black hair, was
a light sleeper. The sound of the two men talking would wake
her. She would get up and go to rouse May; together they
would go down and prepare a meal. While they were doing
that, the other two members of the household, Jagger and Pief,
would be rousing.

That was how every “day” began: not with the inkling
of anything like dawn, but just when the six of them had
slept themselves back into wakefulness. They never exerted
themselves during the day, but somehow when they climbed
back into their beds they slept soundly enough.

The only excitement of the day occurred when they first
opened the store. The store was a small room between the
kitchen and the blue room. In the far wall was set a wide
shelf, and upon this shelf their existence depended. Here,
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OHI/I HUKOIZIa HE MOKUJAIOT 3TOT JIOM.

Tor, uto 3BaTh Xapnu, 00br9HO BcTa€T epBeIM. [1opoit oH
IPOTyIUBACTCs MPSMO B IMXKaMe; 34eCh TeMmIeparypa Oap-
XaTHOTO CE30Ha CTOUT IOCTOSIHHO, JIeHb 3a THEM. OH OynuT
KanpBuHa — HIMPOKOMJIEUEro KpacaBuMKa, CMaxHBaIOIETO
Ha IIaBHOKOMAHYIOIIET0 ThbMbl TAJIAHTOB, HE OTIABILIETO HU
OJHOTO TpHKa3a. [7TaBKOM COCTaBIsAeT KOMIIAHUIO POBHO Ha
CTOJIBKO, Ha CKOJIBKO HY’KHO Xapiu.

YV JIenmi, JUIMHHOHOTOH 00J1a1aTelIbHULBI BBICOKOTO Oro-
cTta 1 6e3 mpomaxa OBIOIINX CephIX a3, TYyTKUi coH. [omoca
TOJKYIOLIUX O 4EM-TO MapHEH BMHI JIHMINAIOT €€ pacCBETHBIX
rpé3. OHa BcTaéT M UAET K Mbif; 06e crryckaroTcst Ha KyXHIO U
rotosT nuuty. [Toka gamsl npu aene, [Tud u Jxerrep — emé
ofIHa napa obutaresneid — NpoOyKIAFOTCS OT CIITYKH.

Tak HauMHaeTCs KaXK10€ «yTpPOo»: HE CO CTBLUIUBOTO Py-
MsIHIIa ABPOpBL, a ¢ HE3aTEUIMBOIO NEPeXoia BCel MecTEPKU
B pexxuM OonpcTBoBaHus. J[0 Mo3aHeTo Beyepa KUIbIE 10Ma
He Hanpsratorcs. Ho BCE jke, cTOUT UM 100paThest 10 MmocTe-
JIM, KaK BCE TOHYT B INIyOOKOM CHE.

JIums pa3 B JeHb UX KPyr OyZOPaKUT SMOIMOHAIBHOE
B030yxneHune. Korma oTkpbiBatoT ckiiajf. TakoBBIM CITY>KHT
MAaJIOJIUTPAKHBIN YyJIaHUUK, 3a5KaThIi MEXKLy KyXHEH U CUHEN
KOMHAaTOH. 37iech, Ha IPOTHUBOINOJIOKHOM BXOAY CTEHE, BUCHUT
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all their supplies “arrived”. They would lock the door of the
bare room last thing, and when they returned in the morning
their needs—food, linen, a new washing machine—would
be awaiting them on the shelf. That was just an accepted
feature of their existence: they never questioned it among
themselves.

On this morning, Dapple and May were ready with the
meal before the four men came down. Dapple even had to go
to the foot of the wide stairs and call before Pief appeared; so
that the opening of the store had to be postponed till after they
had eaten, for although the opening had in no way become a
ceremony, the women were nervous of going in alone. It was
one of those things...

“I hope to get some tobacco,” Harley said as he unlocked
the door. “I’m nearly out of it.”

They walked in and looked at the shelf. It was all but
empty.

“No food”, observed May, hands on her aproned waist.
“We shall be on short rations today.”

It was not the first time this had happened. Once—how
long ago now?—they kept little track of time—no food had
appeared for three days and the shelf had remained empty.
They had accepted the shortage placidly.

“We shall eat you before we starve, May,” Pief said, and
they laughed briefly to acknowledge the joke, although Pief
had cracked it last time too. Pief was an unobtrusive little man:
not the sort one would notice in a crowd. His small jokes were
his most precious possession.

Two packets only lay on the ledge. One was Harley’s
tobacco, one was a pack of cards. Harley pocketed the one
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MAacCHBHAs I10JIKa, OT KOTOPOH 3aBHCHUT HUX CYIIECTBOBAHHE.
Ha He€ «cTexaeTcsi» BCE He0oOXoauMoe. 3arpy3uBIIUCE, ABEPh
3anMparoT. A Ha JPYrod JIeHb SBIISIOTCSA CHOBA — 3a ChECT-
HBIM, TTIOCTEIBHBIM OCITbEM WM OBITOBOW TeXHHWKOH ... Ciio-
BOM, 3a TeM, uTo Oyaet. JlaHHbIi aTprOyT ®KU3HH HE 00CYKIa-
eTcs HUKOIZa, Oy/ITO OH €CTEeCTBEH, KaK BO3/IyX.

Ceromust yrpoM [Ipmmut u Maii 1aBHO yIIpaBIIINCH C 3aBT-
pakoM, a CHIBHBIH 1101 BCE HE MOsABISUICS. [[3Imn naxe npu-
HIJIOCHh UITH K TIOJHOXKHIO ITMPOKOW JICCTHUIIBI U 3a3bIBaTh Ka-
BaJICPOB K CTOJTY, 10K, HaKOHell, He cHu301En [Tud; Tak yro,
OTKpBITHE JIAaBKH TPHUILIOCh OTJIOKHUTH JI0 OKOHYAHHs Tparie-
3bl, TaK KaK JKCHIIMHbI OOSUIUCH BXOAUTDH B HEE caMH, XOTA €&
OTKpBITHE 1 He ObLI0 4eM-T0 0coOeHHBIM. [IpocTo 370 OBLTI0. ..

— Hapnerocs pa3xuthbest TaOauKoM, — IPeABKyIal Xap-
T, OTIIUpast [Bepb. — S moyTH Ha Meu.

Kommanus Bomia u ycraBuiaach Ha nojky. Ta Oblia ensa
HE MycTa.

— IlpoBu3uu HeT, — npecHo 3aMeTuina Mail, CyHyB pyku
3a nosic papryka. — CeroqHs CHIUM Ha JIUeTe.

IMonoGHoe cityyanock u panbine. Kak-To /CKOIBKO XK 3TO
npomuto? OHU IUIOXO OPUSHTHPYIOTCS BO BPEMEHH/, IPOIYK-
ThI HE MOSBJISUINCH JIHS TPH, TI0Ka M0JIKa ImycroBana. Jledpuuut
ObUT BOCIIPHHAT CIIOKOMHO.

— Yt006 He macTh C royofy, cheaum Tebs, Mo, — Opo-
cui Iuc, n OpaTus Apy’KHO XOXOTHYJA, OTMETHB LIYTKY. XOTs
B TOT pa3 OH OTIycTWI Ty *e. C BUIY CKPOMHSDKKA JIETKON
BECOBOM KaTeropuu: Takoro M3 TOJIIbI BBIICJIUILL HE CPasy.
I'pomoBbie mpubayTKH COCTABISIOT OCHOBY €ro MOTEHIIHAIA.

Ha monke snexaio e kopoOku. B onHol okazancs Tabax,
B Apyro — xonoza kapt. llepByro Xapnu, ypua, 3aronkain
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