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TO THE

COUNTESS

OF

PEMBROKE and MONTGOMERY,
BARONESS HERBERT, &c. &c. &c.

4 HE following letters relat-

ing to Swiflerland, naturally
claim your Ladyfhip’s protecion ; .
for they were written while I had

yoﬁ/}ym ravels. I feel
o ﬁ@ - myfelf




iv DEDICATION.

myfelf highly flattered, therefore,
in having the permiffion of in-
fcribing them te your Ladyfhlp,
‘and of thus publicly acknowledg—
ing myfelf, with great refpe&,

MADAM,
Your Ladythip’s
Obedient
and obliged
humble fervant,
- WILLIAM COXE.

Vienna, June 26th,
‘ 1778,



ADVERTISEM'ENT.

T HE Sollowing letters were fwrtttm.

merely as a private tribute of friend/bip,
and without the leaft view of their paffing

from the bands of the gentleman to whom they .

are addreffed, into any other but thofe of the
Author’s moft intimate connections. To the
latter they were accordingly communicated ;

and it was /&lely in compliance with their una-

‘nimous, though perbaps too partial, opinion,
that be confented to commit them to the prefs.
For that purpofe a revifal of them became ne

ceffary 5 in the courfe of which be avasled bim-

Jelf of every means in his power, to render them
Jefs unworthy of public infpection : and be feels

a juft pride in acknowledging, that be bas re-.

ceived much additional zrzfarmaz‘zorz Srom feve- -

. ral of bis literary acquaintance in Swifferland s
that by Captain Floyd s 0bliging communication
of the wery accurate journal be kept ‘during

 their joint tour, he has been enabled to mfert

Several material circumflances which bad e:-

ther [lipped bis memory, or efecaped bis obfer~

vation 5 and that it is owing to the judicious
animadverfions of fome other of bis ingenious
Sriends, that thefe fheets do not appear with

&l their original imperfeltions. _
9 FHE

«
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LETTERS, &

LETTER L

4 . Donefchingen, July 21, 17%6:
Dear Sir,

Y Am now at Donefchingen, in my
way towards Swifferland ; a country

long celebrated for the peculiari-

ties of its different governments, and
for the fingular beauties conferred upon
it by nature. As both thefe circum-
- ftances cannot fail of being highly in-
terefting to_any one, who has the leafk
Pcuiofity ; I propofe to my-
X §tion in this tour :
egret, however,. that
© Vord.p ¢ B . :oour
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our time for this expedition is extreme-
ly limited, and that we fhall not be
able to vifit as much as I could with
of fo delightful a country. But as it
is always one’s intereft, not fo much
to regret what we cannot have, as to
make the moft of what is in our power;
I fhall endeavour to gain all the in-
formation, which the fhortnefs of the
time will admit : and, if it will not be
trefpafling upon your patience, I pro-
pofe to trouble you with fome account
of my tour; writing however, only when
it may be convenient to me, and with-
out promifing that you will find me a
very punctual correfpondent. Iam per-
fuaded, that I fhall travel with much
greater- proﬁt to mylelf, when I am thus
to inform you of all that I have feen;
as the reflection that my obfervations are
to be communicated to you, will be one
means. of rendering me more attentive. .
and accurate in forming them.

We quitted Strafbourg yefterday, and
crofled the Rhine to Kehl, formerly an
1 important
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‘impbrtant fortrefs belonging to Strafa-
bourg when an imperial city. It was
alfo ftrongly fortified by the French,
who took poffeffion of it in 1648 ; butit
was ceded to the Empire at the peace
of Ryfwic: the Emperor configned it
over to the houfe of Baden, referving,
however, to himfelf the right of having
a garrifon therein. Since that period,
it has been twice befieged by the
French ; and as during the laft fiege, in
1733, the works were confiderably da=
maged, the imperial garrifon has been
withdrawn : at prefent, there are only
the ruins of the ancient fortifications ;
and by way of garrifon, a few invalids
belonging to the Margrave of Baden.
From thence we proceeded to Offen-
bourg, a fmall imperial town ; and foon.
after, entered the beautiful valley of
Kinfing ; paffed through Gengenbach,
another fmall imperial town, finely
fituated ; and went up the valley along.
the courfe of the river Kinfing; rifing:
: B2 gradually
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gradually for feveral leagues together,
until we found ourfelves in the midft
of the Black Foreft. As we afcended,
the country became more wild and ro-
mantic, and the river more rapid; on
each hand mountains, whofe fides were
finely cultivated, and whofe tops were
richly covered with a continual foreft.
Several fmall ftreams of the cleareft
water rolled down the fides of the
mountains, forming numberlefs little
cafcades in their paffage ; and uniting,
fell into the Kinfing. The views were
fo exceedingly diverfified ; the villages
fo delightfully fituated; and the cot-
tages fo exceedingly picturefque, that
. we almoft imagined we had antici-
pated the romantic beauties of Swifler-
land. o
Donefchingen is the principal refi-
dence of the prince of Furftenberg :
in the court-yard of his palace, the
Danube takes its rife. I am this mo-
ment returned from vifiting the fpot:
' the
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the defcription of which may be com~
prifed in a few words. Some fmall
{prings rifing from the ground, form a
bafon of clear water, of about thirty
foot fquare: from this pool iffues the
Danube,. being at firft nothing more
than a little brook. And though the
two fmall rivers of Bribach and Brege,
uniting below the town, are far more
confiderable than this ftream, which
flows into them foon after their junc-
tion ; yet it is the latter that alone has
the honour of being called the fource
of the Danube, and gives name to the
other two. After we had gone through
the ceremony of ftriding acrofs the
fiream, in order to fay, that we had
fiepped over the Danube, we foon fa-
tisfied our curiofity ; the obje&t itfelf
being in no refpect extraordinary, but
deriving its principal recommendation
from being one of the fources of fo
confiderable a river. Indeed, it was
this circumftance alone that induced

" B 3 s
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s to enter Svsnﬁerland by the way of
Suabia. -
I.am, dear Sir,
very affetionately yours,
Wirtriam CoxEe.

" LETTER IL

Schaffhaufen; July 22. .

I HAVE great pleafure in breathing
the air of liberty : every perfon here
has apparently the mien of content and
fatisfattion. 'The cleanlinefs of the
houfes, and of the people, is peculiarly
ftriking ; and I can trace in all their
‘fnanne'rs, behaviour, and drefs, fome
ftrong outlines, which diftinguifh this
happy people from the neighbouring
nations:. Perhaps it may be prejudice
and unreafonable partiality; but I am
the more pleafed, becaufe their firft ap-

pearance very much reminds me of my

- own
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dwn countrymen, and I could almoft
think, for a moment, that I am in

England. |
Schaffhaufen is a neat and tolerably
well-built town, fituated upon the
northern fhore of the Rhine. It isthe
capital of the canton of the fame name,
and owes its origin to the interruption
of the navigation of that river by the
cataract at Lauffen : huts were at firfk
conftructed here for the convenience of
unloading the merchandize from the
boats; and thefe huts, by degrees, en-
creafed: to a large town. Schaffhaufen
was formerly an imperial city, and was
governed by an ariftocracy : it-preferved
its liberties, which were attacked by the
Dukes of Auftria, by entering into an
alliance withfeveral other imperial towns,
and with the Swifs cantons. In 1501,it
was admitted a member of the Helvetic
confederacy ; being the twelfth canton -
in rank. Of all the cantons, it is the
leaft in fize, being only five leagues in
B4 length



