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From the author

Many foreigners who wish to learn Russian encounter the problem of searching a good
textbook. To my mind, the textbooks that I had during my college years were very complicated and
confusing to study Russian. Using them to learn Russian could be compared to my learning English
at school for 6 years and at college for 2 years — I spent 8 years studying English, but I can say
only a couple phrases for sure and one of them is “My name is Tatyana”. That’s pretty much all my
knowledge of English. However, I have grade “A” in English in my college certificate. Possibly
there are good textbooks to learn Russian but I haven’t met them yet.

What are the major differences characterizing my textbook? First, there is nothing more than
necessary material, for example, phonetic exercises are excluded. Nowadays there are numerous
websites that will teach you to read in Russian and help you with pronunciation.

Unlikely you will get rid of accent so don’t put too much effort in it. While speaking Russian
with native speakers you will catch up in correct pronunciation. Second, you are going to study
Russian grammar from the very first lesson even before you start speaking Russian. While studying
this textbook you will learn the way of using tenses in Russian, correlation between verbal aspect
and tense and understanding the cases of nouns or pronouns in relation to the verb.

There is a lot of tables in the textbook which will help you in studying language.

One more moment to which I’d like to pay your attention. There are phenomena in each
language which are very difficult to explain. Sometimes native speakers don’t know why they
speak so, instead of differently. Therefore the certain words and expressions are easier to learn and
not to puzzle your brains why they are used so.

Why does the textbook have such strange title? The matter is that the people, wishing to learn
Russian, seem a little bit crazy. Now when Russia is under the sanctions, when economy is in crisis,
the idea of studying Russian is not the best somehow. But I am precisely assured that to speak
Russian (as well as any other language however) is fine! And if you arrive to Russia sometime,
find friends here

(the Russian friend — that’s cool!) and speak Russian with them by means of my textbook
I shall be very glad.

Certainly, it would be quite good if someone helped you to study language, but nobody
cancelled motivation-power. There would be a desire as Russians like to say.



T. Y. Tumali. «Russian language for crazy. Tutorial»

Andasut

A(@)b(b)B (V)T (g) A(d) E (je) E (jo) XK (2) 3 (2) UL (1) U (j) K (k) JT(1) M (m) H (n) O (o)
HP)P @) C() T (1) Y (w) @ (f) X (h) L (c) Y (ch) LI (sh) LT (shch) b 1 (y) 5 D (e) FO (ju) A (ja)

Learning to read in Russian is not very difficult. We can say — it’s the easiest thing in Russian.
Just put the sounds one by one. For example, mama (mama), unaru (idti), 3Har0 (znaju), KynuThb
(kupit’). Note the letter b, which softens the preceding consonant, but does not make sound itself.
Therefore, at the end of the word “xymnuts” it should be pronounced soft sound (T”). In the Internet
(or in the You Tube) you can find a program and video that will teach you to read in Russian.
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The Terms

To learn foreign language, it is necessary to know the basic terms. Without them training is
impossible. (Certainly, if you live in the Russian-speaking environment, communicate in Russian
every day, it will not be a controlling factor). For those who has no such conditions, without terms
it is impossible in any way.

The Gender (masculine, feminine, neuter)

The Stem

The Number (singular, plural)

The Ending

The Tense (the Past, the Present, the Future)

The Verbal aspect (imperfective, perfective)

The Infinitive

The Imperative mood (imperative)

The Case

The Subject

The Predicate

The Comparative degree

The Part of speech (a noun, an adjective, a verb, a pronoun, an adverb, the numeral,
a participle, a preposition, a conjunction)

The Synonym

The Antonym

The Sound (soft, hard, unvoiced, voiced)

The Letter (vowel, consonant)

The Sentence

The Accent

The Conjugation
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The Greeting and Farewell in Russian

The basic greetings in Russian:

3npaBcTByiiTe! (=zdrastvuyte) o ceumanusi! (= do svidaniya) are used are used when
addressed to strangers.

Hpuset! (=privet) [oka! (= poka) 1o 3aBTpa! (=do savtra)

o Berpeun! (=do fstrechi) — is used when addressed to friends.
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— Kak... 30Byr? (What is....name?) — Mens 30ByT Tarbsna. (My name is Tatyana) — Ouenn
npustHo. (Nice to meet you). — Mens 30ByT ... (My name is

When this question is addressed to you, it contains the pronoun BAC, in a reply BAC is
replaced by the pronoun MEHS. When you want to know the name of another person, you should
ask: — Kak ET'O (EE, MX) 30By1? In a reply the pronoun doesn’t change:

The Introducing

Kaxk ero 30ByT? (What is his name?) — EI'O 30ByT WBan. (HIS name is Ivan).

Kax eé 30ByT? (What is her name?) — EE 308yt Ons. (HER name is Olya).
Kak ux 30ByT? (What are their names?) — X 30Byt Oner u Harama. (THEIR names are

Oleg and Natasha).

KAK

fl - MEHS (1 - ME)
Mbl — Hac (we — us)

Tol — Teba (you — you)
BEI - BAC (YOU - YOU)
oH — ero (he — him)
oHa — eé (she — her)

oHH — MX (they — them)

Answer the question:

Kax Bac 30ByT? MeHs 30BYT...
Remember, that use of pronouns Ts1 or Bel depend on whom you address to.
“Kak Bac 30ByT?” You ask when referring to a stranger or to an adult. “Kak te6s 30ByT?”
one might ask a child only. For example, it would be indecent to ask an unknown girl: “Kak te0s

30ByT?”. Girls do not beat you, of course, for such question -), but it is better not to ask so.

30BYT?

10
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The Gender of Nouns

There are 3 genders of nouns in Russian. First they are should be learnt. The gender of a noun
is determined very simply. When a noun ends in -A or -4, then it is feminine. When a noun ends
in -O or -E, then it is neuter. All other nouns are masculine (except of mana, nexymxka, asaas). Why
do we need to know the gender of this or that noun? Noun’s ending varies in six cases in Russian —
((- And it doesn’t just vary, but varies in relation to the gender. Therefore, it is important to know
the gender of a noun. It determines the choice of endings. When you just nominate an object or
a person it is case 1 (nominative). In case 1 (nominative) the noun’s ending doesn’t change. For
example, you say: 91o tenedon. Or you can ask: 1o npunTep? 310 11BETOK?

When you want to know how an object is called in Russian, the correct question is: “Kak 310
HaszbIBaeTcs no-pyccku?” In reply you will hear, for example: “Oto cobaka”.

Masculine gender — Feminine gender —A, -5 — Neuter gender — O, -E

OH — OHa — OHO

KOMIIBIOTEP — JIEBYLIKA — OKHO

Exercise 1.

(The correct answers (Keys) can be found at the end of the textbook.)

Find the meanings of the words in the dictionary. Define the gender of nouns on the sample.

Sample: Mamuna — ona (she), feminine gender. Tenedpon — he (on), masculine gender.
Moroxko — it (oHO), neuter gender.

Cecrpa, Opart, MallIMHa, CKaiill, MHTEPHET, KOMIIBIOTEP, TEIEBU30p, co0aKa, OKHO, MOJIOKO,
nacropT, BU3a, KOUIKa, pydKa, TyaneT, muBo, Anonus, Kuraii, Poccus, yausepcurer.

The gender of a noun determines the choice of a pronoun which it refers to, such as moit
(masculine gender), most (feminine gender), Mmo€ (neutral gender), mou (plural). For example, it is
wrong to say: 91o Moii sxeHa. The noun “xena” is of feminine gender, therefore, you must choose
the pronoun “mos”. And then the correct answer is: 9To Mos KeHa.

Compare correct and incorrect answers in the table below:

3T0 MOs cecTpa. — MPaBUIIbHO. DTO MOM cecTpa. — HEIPAaBUIIbHO.

3710 MO Opar. — NpaBUIBHO. DTO MOsI OpaT. — HENPABUIIBHO.

3TO MOsl MallIMHA. — IPABUIBHO. DTO MOE MalllMHA. — HEMIPABUJIBHO.

310 MOH cobaka. — HEMPaBUIIbHO. JTO MOsl co0aKa. — MPaBUIIBHO.

DTO MO IeTH. — HEMPaBUIBHO. DTO MOU JIeTU. — ipaBuibHO. (Plural noun)

3TO MOH KOMMBIOTEP. — MPABUIILHO. DTO MOSI KOMITBIOTEP. — HEMPABUIIBHO.

3T0 MOH APY3bsl. — HENPABUIIBHO. ITO MOU APY3bsl. — IPABUIIBHO.

11
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The Singular and Plural Nouns

For the nouns of masculine and feminine. When the stem ends in K, I, X, III, I, K, U or
aword ends in —b, the ending is 1. When it ends in other letters, the ending is — bI. For example,
mamnHa — mamunabl, kaul'a — kaurd, ctoJl — ctonbl

The nouns of neutral gender in plural have endings —A, — 51

For example, okHO — OKHA, SH110 —HIIA

Some nouns form plural number in other way. These words you have to memorize!

Hepeso (1) — nepeBbs (many)

PebOEnok — netun

Apyr — apy3es

Yuurens — yuurens

Jlom — noma

YenoBek — JIHOIU

I'ma3 — rmaza

T'opon — ropona

Exercise 2.

Find the meanings of the words in the dictionary. Make on the sample. Sample: kuura —
KHUT

12
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Kosnutorep Bpau
Prakc Tenegon
MarazuH Buia
CHrapeTa Yenosex
OkHo Momuaop
Mickmo JlmoH
KBapmipa Cymra
Koo Konrara
Hiuo [Moapyra
LIkona Cran
BobHmua Pyuka
Kpymka PefieHoK
Hoo BOTPOC
Kapangat TYaner
Asmofyc MYHUHHA
Juer JAEBYLIRS
Tetpags congar
Cnosape pyka
Aeprano HOra
Kpy#ka KPORITE
YUHTENE Jon
Apyr CTakaH

13
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The Model - Y Bac ecTb..? =Do you have...?

Bkl — BAC
7 -MEHSA
2 Mbl — Hac
Thl — TebA
Y OH — Hero
OHa — Heé
OHH - HHX

ECTh

Case 1

Yro?

Kro?

Note that in case of positive answer to the question the ending of a noun does not change: —
¥ Bac ectb mamuHa? (Do you have a car?) — Y mens ects mamuHa (I have a car). The only difference

is that “Y Bac...” has changed to “Y mens...”
Exercise 3.
Give the positive answer to the questions:
1. V Bac ectb pyuka? Y MeHs...
2. Y Bac ectb Tenedon?
3. ¥V Bac ectb komMnbIOTEP?
4.V Bac ecTb nacnopr?

5.V Bac ecTb 2j1eKTpOHHAs mouTa? (=e-mail)

At the negative answer the noun’s ending changes. It depends on the gender of a noun. You

can look changes of endings in the table.

Compare: Y mens ects Opart. (I have a brother). — ¥V mens nver 6para. (I have no brother).
In the first sentence you answer positively to the question. The ending of the word “6pat” does not
change. In the second sentence the ending of the word “6par” has changed. As the word “Opar” is
of masculine gender, so the ending changes to —A. ¥ mens Het 6parA. Remember that when you

use the word “net”, the ending of a noun is always changing! We cannot say: Y mMeHs HeT Opar.

Compare the sentences: Y mens ectb cectpa. (I have a sister). — Y menst et cectpsl. (I have
no sister). In the first sentence the ending of the word “cectpa” does not change, as the answer is
positive. In the second sentence the ending of the word “cectpa” has changed from —A to —bl, as
the word “cectpa” is of feminine gender. Thus, in the model “Y mens Her...” an ending of a noun

changes in relation to a noun’s gender.

14
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The Model — Y meHs HeT... =l have no...

a- MEHH
Bbl - BAC Case 2
Case 2 Mbl — HAC HET

¥ Thi — TEbA Masculine - A, - A
OH — HETD Feminine = bl, - H
OHa — Heg

OHH — HHX

If you notice, there are 2 endings in masculine and feminine genders. There is a question what
to choose —bl or —U, — A or -5I? When the stem of a noun of masculine gender ends in a hard
consonant, then the ending is — A. When the stem of a noun of masculine gender ends in a soft
consonant, then the ending is — SI. (Memorize: UA, II[A are written with A!)

When the stem of a noun of feminine gender ends in a soft consonant or in K, I, X, I,
I, 7K, then the ending is 1. When it ends in other letters, then the ending is — bl. However, it
doesn’t matter, if you replace —A with —S$I, and —bI with —U, it won’t be very noticeable when
pronounced-)! The MAIN THING, that you should memorize: in case of positive answer to the
question in the model “Y Bac ects..?” the ending of a noun does not change. At the negative answer
the noun’s ending ALWAYS changes. It depends on the gender of a noun. Noun’s ending varies
in six cases in Russian. So, at the positive answer we use case 1 (the nominative form, the noun’s
ending doesn’t change), at the negative answer we use case 2 (the noun’s ending changes to the
second ending in relation to the gender of noun).

Answer the questions, using the tables. Don’t forget to change endings of nouns at the
negative answers.

VY Bac ectb Opar?

VY Bac ectb cecTpa?

V¥ Bac ecTb ckaiin?

VY Bac ectb pabota?

V¥ Bac ecTb Komka?

VY Bac ectb cobaka?

V¥ Bac ecTb MammHa?

VY Bac ectpb Bamamn (=Whatsapp)?

V Bac ecTh HOyTOYK?

VY Bac ecth dakc?

V¥ Bac ectb MeuTa?

VY Bac ectb TeneBuzop?

VY Bac ectb npuHTEp?

V¥ Bac ectb Benocunen?

V¥ Bac ecTb cinoBapb?

Only pronoun changes at the positive answer: ¥ mens... The ending of a noun does not
change.

Correct answers at the negative answer: (HET + Opara, cectpsl, ckaiina, paboThl, KOIIKH,
cobaku, MallvHbI, Baramna, HOyTOyKa, (akca, MEUTHI, TeIEBU30Pa, MPUHTEPA, BEIOCUIIEAA, CIIO0-
Bapsl).

15
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Memorize!
€CThb ACHBI'N — HET ACHCI, €CTh HpO6J'IeMI>I — HCT HpO6J'ICM, CCThb BperI — HET BpeMeHI/I

16
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The Past Tense, the Present Tense, the Future Tense

CASE TENSE CASE
P Pressni
wp. Bl EYAET
(Cane (. HAD) (WILL HAVE)
¥+ (Cme
=p. EBLTA B¥AET
(1. HAIY ECTh [WILL HAVE )
(HAS, HAVE)
cpp. BRAD
{n. HAD) BYAET
[WILL HAVE}
wit,u, EhLTH
(pl HAD) EMIVT
[WILL HAVE)
CASE TENSE CASE
Pasit Present Future
ML
(Case X) #.p. HE BBLTO [HAD MO HET He Gyget
Y+ Cp.p. (HAS ND, WILL HAVE NO (Case 2}
AEH.Y HANE M)

Let’s talk about the Tense. Models: ¥ mMens ectb... Y MeHs HeT... are in the Present Tense.

When we want to say about that we once had, we use a verb in the Past Tense. For example:
VY mens ecthb cobaka. (I have a dog.) — the Present Tense. Y mens Obuia cobaka. (I had a dog.) — the
Past Tense. In the Past Tense the endings of verbs change in relation to noun’s gender and number.

Compare:

VY wmens ecth manc. (I have a chance.) ¥ mens ects pabora. (I have a job.) S mens ectsb
nuanuHo. (I have a piano.) Y mens ecth nensru. (I have money.). — the Present Tense.

Y mens 6b11 manc. (I had a chance.) — m.p. (m.). Y mens 6bL1A pabotA. (I had a job.) — x.p.
(f.). Y mens 66110 muanuHO. (I had a piano).— cp. p. (n.). Y menst 661U nensri. (I had money) —
plural. — the Past Tense.

VY mens Oyner manc. (I’ll have a chance). ¥ mens Gyner pabdota. (I’ll have a job). ¥V mens
oyner nmuanuHo. (I’ll have a piano). Y mens 0yayTt neusru (I’ll have money). (plural). — the Future
Tense.

All examples are for a positive answer. Don’t forget, that the verb BbITb change only.

At the negative answer the verb BbITb change only, the noun’s endings remain unchanged
(-A, -1, -bI, -N)

Exercise 4.

Make on the sample:

VY MeHs1 HeT palboThl. — Y MeHs He ObL10 pa0OoThL. — Y MeHs He OyaeT paboThl.

Y MmeHs ecTh pabora. — Y MeHs Obli1a paboTa. — Y MeHs OyaeT padora.

1. Y nero ectb TenedoH. —

17
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003N L B WIN

9.

10. YV Hac HEeT BpeMeHU.
11. Y mambI HET pabOTHL. —

12. ¥V Bac ectb cnoBapb?

. Y MeHs eCTb KBapTHpa. —
. Y Heé ecTb cecTpa. —

. Y HHUX eCTb COOaKH.-

. Y MaMbI €CThb JICHBIH.
. Y Opara ecTb xeHa. —
. Y MeHs HET MalIuHEL.
. Y HEro HeT JcHeT. —
VY MmeHs Het npobiem.

13. ¥V MeHs ecTb BO3MOXHOCTH (K.p.).
14. 'V Heé Het daxca.
15. ¥V cTyneHta HET BU3HbI.

18
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The Possessive Pronouns

When you want to know to whom the subject or human belong you use the model YEH..?
(WHOSE...?)

Depending on the gender and number of a noun you choose Yeii 370 ...? Ubs 3710..7 Ubé
9T0...?7 or Upm 370..7 For example, Uns 310 MammHa? (Whose is this car?) (mammuna is of feminine
gender so we use UbS), Yeit ato Tenedon? (Whose is this phone?) (tenedon is of masculine
gender so we use UEI) Usé 310 nansro? (neuter gender) Ysk 310 nensru? (Whose is this money?)
(plural). In the table above you can find the correct answers to questions that begin with UEI?
Ybs1? YbE? UbU?

Yeia ? Masculine Yen? Feminine ki ? Neuler Yeu?  Plural
(=) Pl iy ) Mlom Muoé Mon
(wiksi} Ha {our) Hauia Haiie Haiiu
(L] Tmodi (your) Tnan Tt Tnow
[ Baum { Yiur) Blama Bame B

[ost) Ero (his) Ero Erm Em

(ol E& (her) E# E# E#

(oanm) Hx [their) Hx Hx Hx

When an object (or a person) is your property (belongs to you), choose the answer: 910 Most
MaruHa. 1o Mol TenedoH. D10 Mou AeTu. ITo Mo€ nmansTo. Pay attention, that pronoun changes
in relation to the noun’s gender and number. 9To Moif MammHa — incorrect answer. MamunHa —
feminine gender. So, the correct answer is 9To MOsl MaIIMHa.

Exercise 5.

Make on the sample using the table.

The sample: Yeii ato cnoBaps? (Whose is this dictionary?) (s1). — 9to moit cnoBaps. (This is
my dictionary).Yeii ato kimo4? (Whose is this key?) (on) — Oto ero kimtou. (This is his key).

1.Yeii 510 kapannam? (oH) —

2.Ubs o10 pyuka? (1) —

3.Ubs 510 cymka? (oHa) —

4. Ypu 310 NeHbru? (Bol) —

5.Ybs 310 KypTKa? (OH) —

6.Yeii oo kmrou? (1) —

7.Ybm 310 netu? (OHU) —

8.Yeii a0 crnoBaps? (oHA) —

9.Yeii st0 Tenedon? (1) —

10.Ypm 510 Bemm? (oHU) —

11.Yeii 50 peO&HOK? (OH) —

12.Yps 370 ommbka? (s1) —

19
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The Numeral

1 —onun 2 — nBa 3 — Tpu 4 — 4eThIpe 5 — NATh 6 — 1MIECTh 7 — ceMb 8§ — BOCEMb 9 — eBAITh

10 — necsars 11 — oguuHanuare 12 — nenaauates 13 — TpuHaanars 14 — 4eTblpHaALATh

15 —maraanare 16 — mectaaanars 17 — cemuanuarh 18 — BoceMuannars 19 — neBsiTHaanaTh

20 — nanuark 30 — tpuanark 40 — copok 50 — maTeaecaT 60 — mectbaecsat 70 — ceMbpaecAaT

80 — BocempaecaT 90 — neBsanocto 100 — cro 200 — aBectu 300 — Tpucta 400 — yeThipecTa

500 — msarecot 600 — mectbcotr 700 — cembcot 800 — BocembeoT 900 — neBsitocoT 1000 —
THICSIYA

Memorize!

1 pyOnb, nonnap, 10aHb, €BPO

2, 3, 4 pyOnsi, nonnapa, roaHs, eBpo

5... pyOneii, nonapoB, roaHeii, eBpo

OpHa TeICAYA

JBe, 3, 4 TeICSUH

5... TBICSY

1 MHIIHOH

2, 3, 4 MunanoHa

5... MUJUIMUOHOB

As you see from the examples, the endings of the nouns in combination with numerals differ.

It depends on what numeral is used: 1 or 2,3,4 or 5 or more. It should be just memorized!

20
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Model Ckonbko ctout..? =How much is..?

Answer the questions:

CKOIBKO CTOMT Balll ciioBapb? Mo Cl10Baphb CTOMUT. ..
Ckonbko cTouT Baiia pyyka? Mosi pydka CTOUT. ..
Ckonbko cTouT Bamia cymka? Most cyMKa CTOHT. ..
CKoInbKo CTOWT Bala TeTpaab? Mos TeTpaab CTOUT. ..
CKoOIbKO CcTOST Bay yackl? Mou 4achl CTOST. ..
Cxonbko ctout Omiet B aBToOyce? buner cTour...
Ckonbko cTouT Baul kKapanaam? Moi kapaHani CTOUT. ..
CkonbKo cTOUT Koka-kona? Koka-kojia CTOuT. ..
CkombKo cTOMT Balll yueOHUK? Moii yueOHUK CTOUT. ..
Ckonbko crout Bail Tenedon? Moii TeneoH CTOuT. ..
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= not for long

= action completed

2, Imperfective
Aspect

= many times

long

action uncompleted

suffix —JI

m.p. = JI (csa)
*.p. — JIA (cb)
cp.p. — J1O (cg)
mi.u. — JTU (cb)

usually, rarely,  often,

constantly, never)
1 conjugation

1 =¥ (-10) (-cw)

Ml -EM (-cA)
Thl — ELLb (-ca)
Bbl — ETE (-cB)

oH, oHa - ET (-ca)
oud - ¥T (-KOT) (ca)
2 cnpsxeHue

a =Y (-H0) (-c)

Mbl -UM (-cs1)
Tl — UILE (-ca)
Bbl — UTE (-cb)

OH, oHa - UT (-ca)

oun - AT (-SIT) (cs1)

Table Nel,

Past Tense Present Tense Future Tense
Aspect (imperfective, | Aspect (imperfective) Aspect (imperfective,
perfective) perfective)
1.Perfective Aspect 1. Imperfective Aspect 1. Perfective Aspect
= one time (now, always, sometimes, | (soon)

1 conjugation

a1 =Y (-H) (-cB)

Mel -EM (-ca)
Tel — EIIE (-cs1)
Bbl — ETE (-cB)

oH, oHa - ET (-ca)
ouu - ¥T (-HOT) (-ca)

2 cnipsKeHHe

A =¥ (-HJ) (cB)
Mbl -UM (cs)

Tl — HIIB (-c5)
Bel — UTE (-cb)

oH, oHa - UT (-ca)

ouu - AT (-AT) (-ca)

2. Imperfective Aspect

A Oyay, mbl Oyaem, Tbi
Oypews, Bbl Oygere, oH

(ona) Gyger, onu GyagyT

+ infinitive
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The Formation of the Past Tense of Verbs

The formation of the Past Tense in the Russian language is rather simple. (There are only
3 Tenses: the Past, the Present and the Future).

To form the Past Tense of a verb correctly, you just have to remove -Tb and add —JI, -JIA,
-J10, -JIN, depending on a gender. For example, let’s take the verb “kynurs”.

To form the Past Tense of the verb, we remove —Tb and add JI. On kynuin. (He bought.)
Omna kynuna. (She bought.) Onu kynunu. (They bought.)

Ckazarb — OH CKazal, oHa cka3aia, oHu ckazanu. (To tell — he told, she told, they told).

When a word ends in —C4l, -Tb is removed, but —C4I remains. For example, yuutbcs — on
YUUJICS, OHA YUYHIIaCh, OHU YUMIHCh. You can see all variants in Table 1!

Exercise 6.

Make on the sample, using Table 1. Find the meanings of the words in the dictionary.

Sample: ITucare — OH nucan, oHa nucana, oHu nucanu. BepHytecs — OH BepHysncs, oHa
BEPHYJach, OHU BEPHYJIUCH.

Jlatp —

Yuutp —

Yuurbcs —

Kutp —

XOIUTh —

E3znnte —

3BOHUTH —

Bunerr —

XoTteTh —

PaGorary —

Kynuts —

3aBTpakarb —

O6enaty —

Yxxkunarp —

I'ymsare —

At the positive answer in the Past Tense you say: i rymsn. S yxxunan. S 3Bonun. At the
negative answer in the Past Tense you just add HE. I ne rymsn. (I didn’t walk). S He yxxunan.
(I didn’t have dinner.) 5 ne 3BoHMI. (I didn’t call.)

Exercise 7.

Give a negative answer. For example: Bsl padoranu ceronusa? (Did you work today?) — A
He padotan. (I didn’t work.)

1.BbI 3aBTpakanu ceromHs?

2.Bb1 paboTtanu cerogs?

3.B&I rynsinum ceronss?

4.BbI yUHUIUCh CEroaHs?

5.BbI Uy ceroaHs yrpom cok?

Don’t forget that if you are a woman, you should add —JIA: fI ne pabotaJlA.

When several persons are mentioned, you should add —JIN: Ms1 He padotaJll.

As you already know, the Past Tense of verbs in Russian is formed from the verb’s stem
by means of the suffix —JI. Some verbs form the Past Tense another way. You should learn these
verbs.
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For example, the foreigners often say: On ymepen. (from “ymepers”) or OH omuoOwICS.
(from«ommbutbes™). It occurs that automatically —Tb is removed and — JI is added. Of course,
Russians most likely will understand you, when you say so. But you wish to speak beautifully,
don’t you? -)

And how to form the Past Tense of the verbs “ymepers” and “ommbutscs”, you can find
in table 2.

In the table below verbs are grouped by a principle of analogy. First learn the formation of the
Past Tense of verbs in column A. Of course, there are more such verbs than you can see in the table.
But these ones are enough for the first time. Find the meanings of these verbs in the dictionary or
in the end of tutorial.
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Table Ne 2,

The verbs forming the Past Tense similarly to the

A verbs in column A
Hamu (imperfective) Ha-iitu (perfective) Mopo-iiTh (perfective)
HIén Bui-iit (perfective) [Tpu-iitu (perfective)
1 Ilna Boi-iiTH FAMYH (no | Pazo-iiTH-ck (perfective)
10T mascul.gen.!) Y-itru (perfective)

3a-iitu (perfective)
IMo-iith (perfective)

[Tepe-iitu (perfective)

E-cti (imperfective)
En

2 Ena

Enn

Hapgoe-cts (perfective)
[Mona-cte  (perfective) =B
ABAPHIO

IMona-cte (perfective)
ITpona-cte (perfective)

Ce-cts (perfective)
¥na-ct (perfective)

Mo-uk (imperfective)

Cmo-ub (perfective)

bepe-us (imperfective) -

Mor Jle-ut cnarte (perfective) - nér | Gepér
3 Morna Cnarhb
Mornu MogcTpu-uk-ca (perfective)
IMomo-ub (perfective)
PacTtu (imp.) Bui-pactu (perfective)
poc
4 | pocna
pocau
Jamép3-HyTh OTtebIK-HYTE (perfective) Cnac-tu (perfective)
(perfective) [Morub-uyTts (perfective) [Tpomok-HyTE (perfective)
5 3amipa [MpuBbik-HyTH (perfective) Ymep-ets (perfective)
3amépana [Morac-uyTs (perfective) Ownb-urh-ca (perfective)
3amépanu Otnec-mu (perfective) Orees-Tu (perfective)

IMpuuec-Th (perfective)
Yuec-tu (perfective)
IMepenec-tH (perfective)
IMpuses-ti (perfective)

JHoees-Tu (perfective)
[Mepeses-Tu (perfective)
Yees-TH (perfective)

Hc-ne-uk (perfective)
Hcnéx

6 Hcnewna

Henesnm

MMe-un (imperfective)

Obxeyb-cs
7 (perfective)
Obxérca

Oboxrnack
OBOMIMHCE

O6xeus (perfective)

Be-ctu (perfective)
a8 Bén

Bena

Benu

[Nepe-se-ctu (perfective)
[Tpo-se-ctu (perfective)
Pas-pe-cTu-ch (perfective)

Exercise 8.

Form The Past Tense of the verbs using table 2.
Sample: oTBe3TH — OTBE3, OTBE31a, OTBE3IIH.

1.IIpoBectu
2.I1eun

3.Moub
4. 3aMEP3HYTh
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5.IlorubnyTh

6.Pactu

7.Hanoectsb

8.PazoiiTuce

9.EcThb

10.Yittn

11.0T1Be3TH

12.ITonacte B aBapuio

13.ITomoub

14.IToncTpuubcs

15.Ynactob

16.BrritTu 3amyx

17.I1orubnyTH

18.Pa3BecTuch

19.ITepeBecTtu

20.ITpuBBIKHYTh

THE PRINCIPAL DIFFERENCE OF THE FORM OF THE PAST TENSE IN RUSSIAN
IS THAT THE FORM IS NOT DETERMINED BY THE MOMENT OF SPEECH AND THE
RESULT OF ACTION. If any action is done even a fraction of a second ago, it is already the
Past Tense

There are 2 verbal aspects in Russian: perfective and imperfective. (Further we will denote
them abbreviated as (perf.), (imperf)).What is the difference? When an action is taking place
once, use the verb of perfective aspect. When an action is taking place several times (repeated),
use imperfective aspect. L.e., if you walked to the shop yesterday and bought (once!) a pack
of juice, it would properly to say: “Sl Buepa KymuJ B MarasmHe coK W curapersl. But if you,
for example, something bought constantly before, you should say: “Sl panbmie (vacto) mokymnaju
msico”. (“I (often) bought meat before”. ) In this case, an action is taking place several times
(repeated), so we use the verb of imperfective aspect.

Or another example. Feel the difference: I Buepa mpounTas (c.B.) KHuTY. — S YMTaJI BUEepa
(u.B.) kaury. (Yesterday I had read (perf.) a book. — Yesterday I read (imperf.) a book.) When
“npountan’, it means till the end. When “amran”, it means that reading is not yet finished. In the
first example, the action is completed, in the second one the action has not yet completed.

One more example. Compare: 1 noroapusaJics. (I arranged.) (noroBapuBarbcsi — H.B.)
(to arrange — imperf.) and S nmoroopmics. (I have arranged.) (moroBoputbcs — ¢.B.) (to have
arranged — perf.). In the first sentence the action has not yet completed as there is no result. In the
second sentence the action is completed as there is the result.

The verb “maBats — natp” (to give — to have given). Compare: On nan mue nensru. (He gave
me money.) On gaBaa mue nensru. (He gave me money.) The action is done in the past for both
verbs (no matter when). But the difference is that using the verb “nman” the Russians understand
that the money was received once. And in the case of using the imperfect aspect “maBan”, money
was received several times.

Haputs — momaputs. (to present with — to have presented with) Read the following sentence
and define of what aspect the verb “momaputs” is and why? Mos mompyra Buepa mogapuJia
mHe vachkl. (Yesterday my girlfriend presented me with a watch. Let’s speculate! We are talking
about yesterday’s event. The girlfriend presented me with a watch once. Therefore, the use of the
imperfective verb is inappropriate. We can draw a conclusion that the verb “nogapuna” is a verb
of perfective aspect. And if we take another example: B neTcTBe nama Bceria qapui MHE IBETHI
Ha aeHb poxkaeHus. (When [ was small, my dad always presented me with flowers for my birthday.)
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We are talking about a repeating event that occur over a period of time. Therefore, the verb
of imperfective aspect should be used.

Of course, at the beginning it will be difficult to grasp, what the aspect of a verb to choose
to form the Past Tense. But, as you study the language, you will catch in correct using. Just in case,
I repeat. In the Past Tense the verbs of perfect aspect are used:

1. Action is taking place 1 time.

2. Action is completed, there is a result.

The verbs of imperfect aspect are used:

1. Action is taking place several times (repeated).

2. Action is not completed, there is no result.

The most important in the formation of the Past Tense is suffix — JI! And, of course, learn
the verbs from table 2.
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The Present Tense

The Correlation between Tense and Verbal Aspect

As you already understood, at formation of the Past Tense in Russian 2 verbal aspects and
suffix-JI are used. What is the correlation between an aspect of a verb and the formation of the
Present and the Future Tenses? We’ll talk about this later, but now let’s talk on another point for
the beginning. All verbs in Russian in the Present Tense and the Future Tense change their endings
depending on pronouns. For example, the verb “3nars”. Depending on a pronoun the verb will
change: f 3ar0. Mol 3HaeM. Tl 3Haes. Bel 3Haete. OH, ona 3HaeT. Ouu 3Ha1OT. Another example.
PaGorats — (H.B.). S paborato. Mel pabotaem. Tel paboTaemib. Bol paboraere. OH, oHa paboTaer.
Onu paboTaror.

And all these changing forms need to learn! (Do you still want to learn Russian? -)). It’s
wrong to say: S paGorats. Or: S paboraem. When “s”, so, it’s correct to say: 5 padotalO.

The verb “3Harp” is of imperfective aspect. This means that the phrase “f 3Har0” refers to the
Present Tense. Why? The fact is that the Present Tense of verbs in Russian is formed from the
verbs of imperfective aspect only! Thus, when you want to say about what you’re doing now or
about repeated action, you use the verbs of imperfective aspect. To the question “YUto ThI ceituac
nenaenib?”’, you can answer, for example, S yutato. (uurare — H.B.). S crumo. (cmare — H.B.). S
paboraro. (paboTaTh — H.B.).

One more example. fI mokymnar npoaykTsl. (mokymnars — H.B.). Compare, for example, with
the phrase “S xymmto (kynuTh — ¢.B.) mpoaykTel”. The verbs kynuthe-nokynars have one and the
same meaning and differ in aspects only. While in the first sentence, we are talking about an event
that occurs at the present moment (for example, you are in a store and talk on the phone) or about
repeated event. The verb “noxymnats” is of imperfective aspect, it refers to the present tense. The
verb “kynuTh” is of perfective aspect, therefore, all forms formed from it, refer to the future tense.
For example, when Russian says: “fI kymmio mamuny”’, the Future Tense is meant. (You’ll read
more about the Future Tense in the next chapter). An example of repeated action, when the verbs
of imperfective aspects are used and which refer to the Present Tense, are the following sentences:
“S ey (e3auTh — H.B.) HA paboTty Ha aBTOOYyCce”. (“I go (to go — imperf.) to work by bus”. ) “Jletom
yacTo uayT (AT — H.B.) noxau”. (“It rains (to rain — imperf.) often in summer”), « I 4acTo 3BOHIO
(3BoHHUTH — H.B.) AoMoit”. (I often call (to call — imperf.) home”. ) In table 1 you can see all
endings of verbs. Pay your attention, that endings of verbs are different. For example, On yuurcs
(1.B.) — the ending is — UT. On paboraet (u.B.) — the ending is — ET. The choice between —wut
or —eT depends on conjugation (the 1st conjugation predetermines the verb’s ending —ET, the
2nd conjugation predetermines -UT). Your brain might blow up from the amount of information
that you need to remember. Therefore, in order to make this task easier, at the initial stage the
verbs will be given in finished form. The main thing is to change the ending of a verb in relation
to pronoun or noun.

28



T. Y. Tumali. «Russian language for crazy. Tutorial»

The Future Tense

The Future Tense is formed from the verbs of perfective aspect, for example “3BoHHTH —
no3BoHUTH” (to call — shall/will have called). 3Bonuts is the verb of imperfective aspect, so we
can form The Present Tense from it only. “Ilo3BonuTs” is the verb of perfective aspect of the ond
conjugation, so from this verb we can form only the Future Tense. 5l mo3BoHt0. MBI TTO3BOHUM.
To1 no3Bonumb. Bel mo3Bonute. OH, oHa Mo3BOHUT. OHU 1MO3BOHAT. l.e. when Russian says “S1
3BOHIO JJoMo# 9acTo”, the Present Tense is meant. But the phrase “On mo3BoHUT MHE” means that

someone will phone me in future. The endings of the verbs of perfective aspect such as of the

verbs of imperfective aspect depend on their conjugation (1% or 2nd).). A cnenato. MbI cienaem.
Twl cnenaems. Bel cnenaere. OH, oHa caenaet. Onu caenaroT. See table 1.

So, you should know the aspect of a verb which you use to construct a sentence correctly.
When you talk about a future event, you should use a verb of perfective aspect. When you talk
about an event which is repeated or is taking place right now, you should use a verb of imperfective
aspect.

Conclusions

At forming The Past Tense the verbs of perfective or imperfective aspect are used. At forming
The Present Tense the verbs of imperfective aspect are used. At forming The Future Tense the verbs
of perfective aspect are used.

The endings in Russian in the Present Tense and the Future Tense vary in relation to pronouns
(s1, MBI, TBI, BBI, OH, OHA, OHH) O NOUNS.

The choose of ending —EM or (-UM), -ElLIb (-U1Lb), -ETE (-UTE), — ET (-UT), — FOT (-

AT) depends on the conjugations (1 or 2"9).

Sometimes the Future Tense is formed with the help of the verb BbITb + Infinitive
(imperfective aspect). For example: S 6yny paborars. Mbl Oyniem paborars. Tol Oyznems paboTars?
Be1 6ynere paborars? OH Oyaer paborars Tam? Onu OyayT padotars? This variant is used when
an event refers to the future or it is long in time (repeated). 51 6yny 3BonuTs yacto. (I’1l call often).
S Oyny mobuth Tebs Bcto xku3Hb. (I’ll love you all my life). S Oyny yuutses. (I'll study). The
forming of the Future Tense in such way is rather rare, than the forming of the Future Tense from
the verbs of perfective aspect.

At the end of the textbook you will find the table of all verbs used here, in which verbal
aspect is indicated on purpose you to know what Tense can be formed from one or another verb.

Exercise 9.

A) Find the meanings of the words in the dictionary. Define the Tense of the verbs. Learn
them!

SKMTh (H.B.) | cIIp. s )KUBY, MBI )KUBEM, ThI )KUBEIIIb, BBl )KUBETE, OH, OHA )KUBET, OHU KUBYT.

Y4YUTBHCA (H.B.) 2 CIIP. S y4yCh, MBI YYUMCSI, Thl YUHUIIIBCS, BB YIUTECh, OH, OHA YUYUTCS, OHU
y4arcs.

paGorarh (H.B.) 1 crp. s paboTato, Mbl paboTaeM, Thl paboTaelb, Bl paboTaere, OH, OHA
paboraet, OHM pabOTalOT.

rOBOPUTH (H.B.) 2 CTIP. 51 TOBOPIO, MbI TOBOPUM, T TOBOPHIIIH, BBl TOBOPUTE, OH, OHA TOBOPHUT,
OHHU TOBOPSIT.

Y:KUHATH (H.B.) | crp. s y)KUHAIO, MBI Y>)KHHAEM, Thl Y)KHHACIIIb, BBl Y’)KHUHAETE, OH, OHA Y)KU-
HAeT, OHU Y)KHHAIOT.

3aBTpaKaTh (H.B.) 1 crp. s 3aBTpakaro, Mbl 3aBTpPaKaeM, Thl 3aBTPaKaelllb, BbI 3aBTPaKaeTe,
OH, OHA 3aBTPAKAET, OHU 3aBTPAKAIOT.
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o0enarp (H.B.) 1 crip. s 06enaro, Mbl 00eaeM, Thl 00eaeIb, Bbl 00eaaeTe, OH, OHA 00eIaeT,
OHU 00€/at0T.
NoKynarh (H.B.) 1 crp. st HOKynaro, Mbl IOKyIaeM, Thl IOKyTaelllb, Bbl IOKyA€Te, OH, OHA
NIOKYTIA€T, OHU TTOKYTIAIOT.
aaBarthb (H.B.) 1 crp. s garo, Mbl 1aéM, Thl 1aéllb, BbI 1aéTe, OH, OHA AaET, OHU JAIOT.
Aatk (C.B.) 1 JaM, MBI IaJllM, ThI 1alllb, BBl JaIUTE, OH, OHA JIACT, OHU AATYT.
OTABIXaTh (H.B.) | CIIp. 51 OTABIXAI0, MBI OT/IBIXa€M, THI OT/IBIXACIlIb, BBl OT/IBIXA€TE, OH, OHA
OT/IBIXAET, OHU OTIBIXAIOT.
B) Form the Present Tense and the Future Tense on the sample.
Sample: 4 ... (pabotars). — S pabotaro.
. OH ... (KuUTB).
. Hetu ... (pabotarp).
.— B#r1 ... (3aBTpakarh)?
.—BbI ... (yuutscs)?
. PeGénox yxe ... (roBOpuTh)?
. ... (yKuHathb).
. Pomurenu ... (oOGenars).
.S ... (mokymars).
9. OH ... (nats).
10. OH... (naBath).
11.—Ter ... (otabixats)? — Her, s ceronus ... (paboTars).
B) In what sentence a verb of the Future Tense is used? Why?

03N LN B W —
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Table 3.
Case, Prepositions, Endings
questions words
Of nouns Of adjectives
M.p. Kakoii? —oii,- uil, - bii
Kro? 310, ECTh Hp -a,-a Kakaa? — an, -an
Yro? cp. -0, -8 Kakoe? — oe, -ee
1 MH.Y., —H, -M Kakue? — pe, -wie
M3, y, Bes, c, or,
Orrrypa? AMA, H3-33, Mang, | Mp. -—a,-a Kakoro? -ero, -oro
¥ wkoro? MHOMD, HET, HKp. -8lL,-H Kaxol? - el, - ol
Yero? SHENDD: TIOLAe Mli.u, Kakux? -Mx, -BIX
. HECKDBKD
Komy? Mp. - -0 Kaxkomy? — omy, -emy
K xomy? K (kn), no Kp -e Kakoii? — of, -ef
Uemy? MH.u. — am, - M Kakum? — uM, -bIM
3
Kyna? M.p. Kakoii?  —wil,-iid,-oii
Yro? B, HKp. -y -0 Kakyio? — yio, - 1010
Korga? Ha, 3a, npo, Cpp.-o0,-8 Kakoe? - oe, -ee
Yepes MH.4. — H,-B1, -A,-a Kakne? -wie, - ue
Koro? M.p.—a,-a Kakoro? — oro, -ero
4 Hp.-vy -0 Kakyw? — yio, -1010
MH.u. Kakux? — bix,-HX
C kem? C (co), 3a, Haj, M.p. —om, -em Kakum? - M, -BIM
Uem? noj, nepeg, Ap. - oii, -eii Kakoii?  — eil, -oii
Kem? MEAAY MH.4. — aMH, -AMH KakuMH? — HMH, -bIMH
5
[pe? B, Ha, M.p. -e Kakom? -em, -om
O uém? O, TIpH Hp -a Kakoit? - oii, - el
Korpa? MH.u. —ax, -ax Kakux? - ux, -bIx
6

In table 3 you can find all endings of all nouns and adjectives in relation to their gender,

number and case
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Model — Npe..? =Where...? (case 6)

Exercise 10,
Find the meanings of the words in the dictionary, leam them, make on the sample.
Sample; Marasm — p marasiE, pabiota — wa paborE, Kopes — p Kopee { Don't forget in nouns of feminine gender to remove the ending -A,
- and then add the ending —E
B
peCTOpaN IOCTHHHLS HHCTHTYT
HrmepHeT ToH®Hr s
AEECATHH Hﬁl‘lt‘“ YR
TVaneT AnsepHKa KHTad
TeaTp GOABHMLEE KOpHADR
VHHBEPCHTET ofiuc napk
T Empona Mo KAy - B pounom knybe
Tasnana UEHTR
B
HA
UM pabora
A - PHIMOK — W3 phitike
BOXIAN h.ll..l|,r||-|il-:
nogTa YIMLLA
VPOK CTOAH KA
BOCTOK CEBEp
Jaua - BT -

Remember! (exceptions to the rule)

Poccus — B Poccun, roctu — B roctsx, 6eper — Ha 6epery, asponopT — B a3poropTy, A0Ma,
SAnonus — B AAnoHNM, 1epKOBH — B IEPKBH, OOIEIKUTHE — B OOIIC)KUTHH, KOMITAHHS — B KOMITAaHUH,
CTOJIOBAsI — B CTOJIOBOM.

When Russian asks you a question using the model “T'ne..?”, and you answer using a noun,
you should change a ending of a noun to — E (it’s case 6) and use the prepositions B or HA.
What preposition should be chosen? To make memorizing easier nouns are grouped into 2 groups,
depending on the preposition that they are used with.

Just learn-).

For example:

— I'me Bo1 paboTtaere? (Where do you work?) — £ paboraro B yausepcuteTE. (yHUBEpCUTET —
an university). (I work at the university.)

— I'me ona pabortaer? (Where does she work?) — Ona paboraer Ha Bok3ase. (BOK3aI —
a station). (She works at the station.)

Exercise 11.

A) Insert B or HA:

...0epery, ...3anaze,... MockBe, ...KOpUaope, ... OOIbHUILE, ...TOCTUHUILIE, ... Poccun, ...
pabore, ...1oyYTe, ...pHIHKE, ...KAHO, ...MY3€€, ...adPOIOPTY, ... HHCTUTYTE, ... IOTE, ... IIKOJE, ...
MarasmHe, ... TOCTSIX, ... BOK3aJje, ... TyajleTe, ... Slnonuwn, ... AMepuHKe, ...IIEPKBH, ... IOMA, ...
pecropase, ... 00mexuTuy, ... UHTepHeTe, ... KOMIanuy, ..... EBpore....xade
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Memorize: ropoputh (to speak) + mo-pycckm (Russian), mo-anrmmiicku (English),
no-ucnancku (Spanish), no-¢ppannyscku (French), mo-xkuraiicku (Chinese), mo-snoncku
(Japanese), mo-nemenku (German)

B) Answer the questions, using in reply the pronoun “f”” and the words in brackets. Note the
tense in which verbs are used. (The forming of the Present Tense see in exercise 9. Don’t forget
to add —JI or — JIA, when using the Past Tense).

1.I'ne Bo1 s)xuBETE (MoOCKBa)?

2.I'ne BoI s)xunu (Amepuka)?

3.I'ne BBI yuutech ceituac? (YHUBEPCHUTET)

4.I'ne BBl yunnuch pabiue? (1IKOJa)

5.I'me BbI pabotaere? (komnanus “I'azmpom™)

6.I'ne BbI roBopUTE MO-PYCCKU? (MHCTUTYT)

7.I'ne BbI rOBOpUTE MO-aHIIUICKU? (JIoMa)

8.I'ne BbI mokynaere NpoAyKThI? (Mara3uH)

9.I'ne BBI 3aBTpakanu ceroans? (kade)

10.I'ne Bo1 0O6enanu Buepa? (pectopan)

11.I'ne BBI y>xuHanu Buepa? (moma)

12.I'ne BoI 00BIYHO 3aBTpakaeTe? (CTOIOBAS)

13.I'me BBI 00BIYHO OOemaeTe? (kade)

14.I'ne BoI 00BIYHO yxHHaAETE? (JI0Ma)

15.I'ne BBI oTnpixaete? (Tannann)

B) In what sentences the verbs of the Present Tense is used?

I') In what sentences the verbs of the Past Tense is used?

Exercise 12.

A) Give a negative answer. Sample: Bsl roBopure mo-pyccku? (Do you speak Russian?) 5
He ToBopio mo-pyccku. (I don’t speak Russian.) Ber kypumm cerognsi? (Have you smoked today?)
A we kypun ceromus. (I haven’t smoked today.)

1.I'ne BbI 00enanu cerogHs?

2.I'ne BBI yKuHaIU Buepa’?

3.BbI roBopuTe no-kuTancku?

4.Bpl roBOpUTE MO-AMOHCKU?

5.I'ne BBI 3aBTpaKkagu ceromns?

6.Bb1 roBopuTe mo-ucmnancku?

7.Bbl yuntech unu padoraere ceifuac?

8.Bb1 roBopuTe mo-unemenku?

9.BbI roBOpUTE MTO-AHTIIUUCKHU?

10.Bb1 yunnuch ceromus?

11.BbI roBOpHUTE MO-PYCCKU?

B) In what sentences the verbs of the Past Tense is used?

In Russian language verbs determine an ending of a noun. You can easily choose a noun’s
case, when you are asked a question such as “I'ne..?”” you should choose the ending — E (case 6)
without hesitation. But you will not always be answering only. You will speak-)!
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AKuTh (H.B.) To live
Paborars (Hec.B.) To work
Yuurhes (HecC.B.) | To study
BBITh To be

[OBOpPHTE (HEC.B.) MO-PYCCKH

' To speak Russian

Kynuts (coB.B.) (FNoKynarb)

To have bought (perf.) (= to buy)

Bupers (Hec.B.)

To see (imperf.)

Otabixate (Hec.B.)

To have a rest (imperf.)

YokuHath (Hec.B.)

To have supper (imperf.)

Obepars (Hec.B.)

To have dinner (imperf.)

3aBTpakarhb (Hec.B.)

_ To have breakfast (imperf.)

BeTpeTuThes (COB.B.)

To have met (perf.)

[ToszHakoMHTLCA (COB.B.)

' To have got acquainted (perf.)

HaxoauTtecs (Hec.BH)

To be (imperf.)

PoauThes (COB.B.)

To be born (perf.)

Remember, after what verbs should be used a noun in case 6.

So you want to construct a phrase with one of these verbs. How will it look like? First you
define what Tense does an event refer to (Past, Present, Future). For example, you want to say where
you had breakfast this morning. The action took place in the past, then you use the verb “3aBTpa-
katp” in the Past Tense. If you are a man, add the suffix — JI: § 3aBrpakain. If you are a woman, add
—JIA: 4 3aBTpakana. Then change noun’s ending according to case 6 and use the preposition B or
HA. For example, let’s take the noun “roctununa”. Change the ending, add preposition B and it
turns out BTOCTHUHULIE. So, we’ve constructed the phrase “fI 3aBTpakai ceromHs B rOCTHHHIIE .
Another example. If you are having breakfast, and someone phones you at this time and asks what
you are doing now, you should answer: “f 3aBrpakato B roctunuiie”. In this sentence The Present
Tense is used.

Let’s take the verb “orapixars” for example. After this verb should be used a noun in case
6, noun’s ending changes to —E. S + otaeixan (the Past Tense) + a noun in case 6. The phrase
S orneixan EBpora is not correct.

If you have a rest in Europe every year, you should say “Kax it rox st oTnpixaro B EBporne”.
(“I have a rest in Europe every year”. )

Or: i + yuuncs + B AMepuke, a ceiiuac yuych (the Present Tense) + B Mockae.

Or: 4 o6pryHO 3aBTpakar + B Kade, obenaro + B pecTopane, a yxxunato + qoma. (All verbs
are used in the Present Tense). The word “moma” doesn’t change as it is an exception.

Sure, you can use these verbs without nouns, for example: Ceroans s orasixaro. S ceituac
obenaro. S He paboTain BUepa.
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The Use of the Verb BbITb

One of my students from Japan said that the Japanese never asked the question “TbI rne?”
This question seems to them indecent, almost the interference in private life. It does not apply
to the Russians. The Russians, when talking on the phone, after greeting ask a question “TsI T1e?”
probably in a half of cases. That’s why we study this model one of the first. The advantage is that
it is easy to remember noun’s endings. The nouns of feminine an masculine genders change their
endings to —E.

Table 4.
The Past Tense The Present Tense The Future Tense
A Josma A Gyay
masc. B Mu Tam, 3geck M Gyaem
fem. it Tt B OOUL|ERHTHI Tha Gyaeirb
neut.  Be0 B B MHCTHTYTE Bri Gypete
pl.. B On, oHa B MOCTAX On Gyaet
M B Mockee OHu vy

The question “Bsi rne?” (“Where are you?”) refers to the action taking place in the present.
When answering this question, the verb “6b1Th” is missing. For example: — Te1 r1e? — 51 Ha paboTe.
In the Past Tense the suffix —JI is added to the verb. I 6bL1 Ha pabote. (masc.gen.). S 6bLIa
Ha pabore. (fem.gen.). Mb1 6bputH Ha padote. (pl.). In the Future Tense the verb changes in relation
to a pronoun. For example: I 6yny Ha pabote. Tol Oyneus Ha pabote. OHa OyneT B yHuBepcureTe?
You can see all variants in table 4. When in a question the verb “OriTs” is in the Past Tense, you
should use the Past Tense in a reply. When in a question the verb “6bITh” is in the Future Tense,
you should use the Future Tense in a reply. For example: — I'ne to1 66117 (Where were you?) — 1
ob1 goma. (I was at home.) Or: — I'ne Tb1 Oynemns 3aBrpa yrpom? (Where will you be tomorrow
morning?) — 51 6yny 3aBTpa yrpom B yHuBepcutere. (1’1l be at the university tomorrow morning.)
After the verb “6b1Tp” should be used a noun in case 6.

Exercise 13.

Give a negative answer to the questions.

Sample: Bo1 Ob1t B Mockse? (Have you been in Moscow?) — Her, s He 6611 B Mockse. (No,
I’ve never been in Moscow.)

Brl B Mockse ceiiuac? (Are you in Moscow now?) — Hert, s He B Mockse ceiiuac. (No, [ am
not in Moscow now.)

1.Bs1 B Yukaro?

2.0mHa B [leTepOypre?

3.0H 611 B Kanane?

4.Bw1 611 B [lexune?

5.0Ha noma?

6.Bb1 6111 B Tokno?

7.Bb1 66111 B MockBe?

8.Bb1 Oynere B yHuBepcuTeTe 3aBTpa B 12 yacon?

9.Ts1 31€CBH?

Exercise 14.
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Answer the questions:

1.I'ne BoI ceituac?

2.I'ne BbI Oyznere ceronHs uepes 3 yaca?

3.I'ne BBI ObUTH BUEpa Beuepom?

4.I'ne Bbl ObLIM BUEpA yTPOM?

5.'ne BoI Oynete 3aBTpa yrpom?

6.I'ne BbI Oyziere cerogHs Beuepom?

7.Bb1 Obut B MockBe?

8.Bb1 0butt B Cankt-IletepOypre?

9.I'ne BbI ObUTH B BOCKPECEHbBE?

10.Bs1 Ob11H BYepa B pecTopane?

11.Tne BBI Oynere uepes rox?

12.I'ne BbI Oynete uepe3 10 ner?

A) In what sentences the verb “ObiTp” is used in the Future Tense?
B) In what sentences the verb “0bITh” is used in the Past Tense?
B) In what sentences the verb “0b1Th” is used in the Present Tense?
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Model — Ha kakom ataxe..? =On what floor..? (case 6)

When answering the question: “Ha kakom staxe..?”, your answer implies the use
of a preposition HA and the ending —OM at numeral. The ending of the noun “stax” is changed
to —E. When you want to know on what floor someone or something exactly is situated, you
should ask: U3BuHHTE, He MOACKAKETE, HA KAKOM 3TaKe HAXOAUTCH (HAX0AUTHLCA —H.B.) + ...
(case 1)? For example: 3BuHuUTE, HE MOJCKaXKeTe, HA KaKOM dTake Haxoautcs Tyanet? (Excuse
me, could you tell me on what floor is the toilet?) (anteka, kacca, Mara3us, KWHOTeaTp, pecTopaH)?

Or, for example, you want to meet somebody and phone this person: — Tl Ha kKakoM 3Taxe
ceituyac? — 51 Ha BTOpOM dTaxe.

Here is an example of a very common question: — Ha kakom 3Taxe Tbl ;kUBELIB (paboTaelb,
yuutbest)? (On what floor do you live (do you work, do you study)?) — S sxuBy Ha nsaToM 3Taxe.
See on the table p. 56.

1 - Ha nepsOM

2 - Ha BropOM

3 - Ha TpeTbEM

4 - Ha uetBépTOM
5 - Ha matOM

G - Ha wecTOM

7 - Ha ceapMOM

8 - Ha BoceMOM
9 - Ha gepaTOM ITAKE
10 - Ha gecatOM

11 - Ha oguHHaauarOM

12 - Ha geeHaguatOM

13 - Ha TpuHaguaTtOM
Ha 14,15,16,17,18,19,20 +

- OM

21 - Ha geajuate+ neppOM

31 - Ha TpWaUAaThL +

41 - Ha copoK +

51 - Ha nATbAeCAT +

Answer the questions:
Ha kakom staxe Bbl yuutech? S ydych Ha...
Ha xakom sTaxe Bbl )kuBETE? S )KUBY Ha...

Ha kaxom staxke Bbl pabotaete? S paborato Ha...
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Ha xakom sTaxke Bbl yuusuchk B 1mkosie? 5 yuuics Ha...

Often the model “Ha... ataxe” is used with the following verbs:

A 6yny xnare Bac = (I will wait you) Ha... aTaxe.

Hasaiite BctperuMmces (Lets meet!) (BcTpeTuThCs — €.B.) Ha... ITaxe!

Hagaiite BeimbeM (Lets drink) (BeImuTh — ¢.B.) Kode Ha. .. 3Taxe!

— Te1 rne? — 5 Ha BTOpoMm 3Taxe!

— BbI Ha kKakoM dTaxke ceiigac? — MBI Ha ocieqHeM (TTocineHui= last) aTaxe.
Exercise 15.

Write the numerals given in brackets. Sample: S xmy Bac ... (4). — Ha 4eTBEPTOM ITaXKE.

1.4 xuBy... (1)

2 xny ... (2)

3.4 yuycs ... (3)

4.0H xuBET ... (5)

5. Tyaner ... (7)
6.Kunorearp ... (8)
7.JaBaiite BcTpeTumcH ... (9)
8.0H paboraer ... (10)
9.Mp1 xunu ... (11)
10.0na Ob1a ... (3)
11.01u pabotatot ... (21)
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Model — Kakoe cerogHs ymcno?
=What is the date today?

When you suddenly forget-)), what date is today (or yesterday and tomorrow) or your Russian
friend forgets it, questions will be following — Kakoe ceroans uncio? (What is the date today?) —
Kakoe uncno 6su10 Buepa? (What was the date yesterday?) — Kakoe uncno Oyzner 3aBtpa? (What
will be the date tomorrow?)

The numeral’s ending is — OE, when you use the words “Buepa”, “cerogus’, “3aBrpa”.

For example: Ceronns naroe mast. — The Present Tense is used.

Buepa 6110 ueTBEpTOE Mas. — the verb “6pu10” determines the Past Tense.

3aBTpa Oynet wmectoe Mas. — the verb “Oyner” is used in the Future Tense only. See on the
table p. 59.

1 — nepBoe 16 — imectHaauaToe

2 — BTOpOE 17 — cemHajiLiaToe

3 — TpeTbe 18 — BocemHaAaToe

4 — yeTBépToE 19 - peBaTHAALIATOE

5 — nfAToe 20 — aBajuaroe

6 — wecroe 21 - nBajLiarh + repeoe, ...
7 — cebMoe 30 — TpuaLIaTOE

8 — BocbMoOe 31 — TpUALATE IlepBoe

9 — neBsiTOE

10 — necsitoe

11 - oguHHaaLIATOE
12 — nBeHajiljaToe
13 — TpuHa/LaToe

14 — yeTbIpHaLIaTOR

15 — naTHaguaroe
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When in a sentence other verbs are used or you answer the question “Kakoro uucmaa..?”
or “Koraa..?”, numeral’s ending is changing. For example, in the sentence: On mpuexan 5.02.,
you should say: “On npuexan BropOI'O deBpans”. “On npuexan Bropoe deBpais.”. — Incorrect
answer! See on the table p. 60.

To the question: — Kakoro uucia el npuenere? the answer should be: “4 npueny msitOI'O
mapra”. S npueny nstoe mapra. — Incorrect answer!

Compare: Cerognas Bropoe utons. — S npuemy Broporo mrons. Or: 3aBTpa Oymer mepBoe
ssHBaps. — OH yexas 10Moi epBOro siHBaps

AHBapfl
ITepsoe — nepsOI'O tespantd
Bropoe — eropOI'O MapTA
Tpetbe — TpeTeEI'O anpeni
Yeteéproe — ueteépTOI'O madd
[IaToe — narOI'0 HroHA
MecToe - wectTOI'O wronH
HBajauars nepeoe - Aeanuars + nepeOl'0, sTopOI'o, ... aBrYCTA
Tpuguaroe - TpraLarOr'O cenTabps
Tpuguars nepsOl'0 okTa0pHA

HosOpsl

Jexabpsd
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Exercise 16.

Make on the sample.

Sample Kakoe CerogHa wncin? Korga? Kakoro wacna?

{What is the date today?) (When?)

1.01. Ceroua nepeoe ANBapH. Meproro ARBapH.

18.02.

3.04.

21.01.
4.07.

5.09.

6.01.

7.02.
8.03.

9.04.

10.05.
11.06.
12.07.
13.08.
20.09,
21.10.
22.11.
23.12.
24.01.

30.2.
31.03.

25.12.
23.11.

P.S. The numerals with the ending — OE are also used in situations when you need to buy
a ticket for any type of transport. You also use the preposition HA. For example, when you buy
a ticket, you should say: Mue nyxen Ouner Mocksa — [lerepOypr na Brop-OE mapra. (I'd like

to book a seat from Moscow to St.-Peterburg on the 2" of March.)
Answer a question, using the sample.
Sample: ¥V Mens nens poxaeHus cemuaanaroro ssasaps. (I was born on the 17% of January.)
Korna y Bac nenn poxaenus? (When were you born?/What date is your birthday?) ¥ mens
JICHb POXKIICHUSI. . .
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Days of week

Yesterday Today Tomorrow
[ToHegensHHK

BropHuk

bbin Cpena
buina . Yersepr byzer ...
buino [TaTHHALA

Cybbora

BockpeceHse

Buepa 0b11 Bropuuk? Ceroansi Bropuuk? 3asrpa Oyaer BropHuk? The table lists the
answers to these questions.

If you get up in the morning and forget not a date)), but what today (today, tomorrow), is
a day of week, you should ask someone: Kakoit ceronnus nens neaenu? (What day is it today?)
Kaxo#t nens nenenu 611 Buepa? (What day was it yesterday?) Kaxoit nens nenenu Oyner 3aBrpa?
(What day will it be tomorrow?) Or: Ceromust uetBepr? (Is it Thursday today?) 3aBTpa cy66ota?
(Will it be Saturday tomorrow?) Buepa Obut Bropauk? (Was it Tuesday yesterday?)

For example: Buepa 6pu1a msitauna. Ceronns cpena. 3aBrpa Oyner BropHuk. Only in these
cases days of the week are used without preposition.

When you answer the question “Koraa..?” (When...?) or you talk about an event that takes
place on a certain day of the week, you add the preposition B (Bo) and change the endings of the
nouns of feminine gender :

B nonenenbHUK

Bo BrOopHuK

B cpeny

B 4yerBepr

B narHunyY

B cy600TY

B BockpeceHnbe

For example: — Korna o1 BepaEmbCs? — B cpeny. (When will you be back? — On Wednesday:.)
Or: 4 xogun Tyna B natHuiy. (I went there on Friday.)

When you use any verb in a sentence, you also use the preposition and change a noun’s
ending. For example: Onu npuexanu (mpuexarb — ¢.B.) B cpeny. S cmorpen (CMOTpeTh — H.B.)
¢dbunsM B cyo00TY.

Compare: Ceroans cyooorta. S mpuexana B cy00o0TYy.

Exercise 17.

Insert a noun given in brackets with or without preposition.

Sample: Ona mpuexana ...................... (cpena). — Ona mpuexana B Cpeny.
1. Kaxkoii ceromust eHpb HefneMnu? — CerOmH . .. .vvvvvennnennnn.n. (OHEIeTbHUK).
2.5 Bunen (BUACTD — H.B.) MAMY ...uuvvennneenneannnnnns (BTOpHUK).

3.MbI XOIUITH (XOTUTh — H.B.) B KHHO ...evvvennneennennnns (nsTHUTIA).

4.5 paboTaI0 ...oovvveeieeiieaiiennann (BTOpHUK).
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5.3aBTPa ...ovviiiiiiin, (cyb0oTa), mosTOMY S HE paboTaro.
6. — Korna Te1 BepHEMIBCA? (BEPHYTBCST — C.B.) — vuvvenveennnnnnn..

7.—BYepa ObIT ....evvvvvviiiiniiannn, (nonenenvuuk)? — Her,

Answer the questions:

Bl paboraere B cyo00Ty?

Br1 pabotaere B moHEIETbHUK?
CeronHs BockpeceHbe?

3aBTpa MOHEACIbHUK?

Bw1 oTnpixaere B BockpeceHbe?
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Models: A no6no, A Mmory, A xo4y, 1 cobuparochb

(I like, I can, | wish, | am going to do smth) + Infinitive

are used in replies to the questions:

— Yro BbI Mro6uTe nenats? (What do you like to do?) — Uto Bbl MoxkeTe nenars? (What can
you do?) — Yto BeI xoTutTe nenarb? (What do you want to do?) — Uto Bbl cobupaerech aenarb?

(What are you going to do?)

Note that in replies to these questions, the verb “nmenarp” is not needed.
S xouy nenatsb cnate. — Incorrect. 4 xouy cnare. — Correct.

Moub (H.B.) XoTeTk (H.B.) JTiobuTs (H.B.) Cobuparsca (H.B.)
3| Mory 2| Xouy 51 mobmo 1 cobuparocs

Mbi MOMKEM Mbi XOTHM Mb1 10DHM Mgl cobupaemcs
Thl MOMELLb Thi X0ouelllb Thi M0OMILIL Thl coDupaelbca
Bbl MOMeTe Bbl XOTHTE Bui nobute Bbl cobupaeTech
OH, oHa MOMKeT OH, oHa xoueT OH, oHa noOHT OH, ona cobupaeTtca
Onm MOTYT Onu XOTAT Oun mobar Oum cobuparorcs

Memorize the conjugations of the verbs MOYb, XOTETb, IIOBUTb!

When you want to talk with a Russian-speaking interlocutor about what he likes, can or wants

to do, your questions are constructed as follows:
Brl mobure (Moxere, xotute) + Infinitive?
For example:
Brl moxete pucoats? (Can you draw?)

Be1 mo6ure cmotpets Gyt60a? (Do you like to watch football?)

Br1 xotute ects? (Do you want to eat?)
Br1 xotute ciats? (Do you want to sleep?)

Br1 mo6ure portorpadpuposars? (Do you like taking photos?)

Brl moxete momous? (Can you help?)

Beo1 xotute BoinuTh? (Do you want a drink?) (This question implies that you are asking

someone if he wants to drink alcohol.)
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HeByLlKa XoueT Pucogars.

MyxumHa mobur BhIHTH 3aMyK.
XyIoKHHK MOXET Hpatscs.

PebéHoK mH00UT Hrpatk Ha nMaHKHO.
My 3bIKaHT MOKET CMOTpeTb MyIbTHHIbM.

Exercise 18. Connect the parts of the sentences in the table.
Complete the sentences using the infinitive.

Brl xoture muth? (Do you want to drink?) (When you use the verb “muts”, the question
implies that you are asking someone if he wants some water, juice or tea).
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KoHel o3HakomuTtenbHoro doparmeHTa.

Tekct npenoctabien OO0 «JlutPecy.

[IpounTaiite 3Ty KHUT'Y LEJIUKOM, KYIIUB IIOJIHYIO JerajabHy0 Bepcuto Ha JIutPec.

Bbe3omacHo omnarute KHUTY MO>KHO OaHKOBCKOM KapToit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cueta
MoOMIBHOTO TenedoHa, ¢ IIaTexHoro TepMunana, B caione MTC unu CsasHol, uepe3 PayPal,
WebMoney, Annexc.densru, QIWI Komenek, 60HyCHbIMM KapTaMH WU APYTrUM ynoOHbIM Bam
CII0COOOM.
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