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Chapter 1. Genitive case formation

1.1. Masculine nouns in the genitive case
singular

The possible inflections for masculine nouns in the genitive case
singular are: -a/-9, -u/-bl and -y/-10. The inflection taken by a particu-
lar noun is determined as follows.

1.1.1. The -a/-9 ending
1.1.1.1. Zero-ending nouns and those ending in -i1 or -b

Both animate and inanimate zero-ending masculine nouns add
the ending -a. Those ending in -1 or -b have these endings replaced by -11.

ropopg, — ropoga city — of a city

cTon — cTtona table — of a table
CTYOEHT — CTyaeHTa student — of a student
repomn — repos hero — of a hero

0OXOb — 0oXOsa rain — of rain

My3en — My3esi museum — of a museum
YYUTENb — YyUYUTENaA teacher — of a teacher

NB: The masculine noun nyTb — way, path, road is an exception to the
above rule: NyTb — NyTW.

1.1.1.2. Masculine nouns with stressed 0, e, € in the final
syllable of the stem

Most masculine nouns with stressed 0, e, & in the final syllable
of the stem (they are called ‘fleeting’ 0/e") lose these vowels in the genitive
case. This rule also applies to the other following nouns: BeTep — wind,
DEroTtb — tar, 3@4MOK — castle, KaMeHb — stone, KOroTb — claw,
HOroTb — nail, naney — finger, NOpwWeHb — piston, PpebEHOK —
child, yron — corner, yroJsib — coal.

' ‘Fleeting vowel’ — the vowel in the final syllable of many nouns which end in
a hard consonant or soft sign does not appear in oblique cases.
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BEeTep — BeTpa
OErotb — OErTa

AJeHb — OHA

34aMOK — 3amKa
3aMOK — 3amMka
KaMeHb — KaMH$sl
KOrotb — KOI'tTA
KYCOK — KycKa

no6 — nba

mMonoaél, — monoaua
HOroTb — HOI'TH
OroHb — OrHYA

océn — ocna

oTeu — oTuUa

naneL, — nanbua
MopLUeHb — MOPLLHSA
pebEHOK — pebEHKa
COH — CHa

yron — yrna

yrosb — yrns

wind — of a wind

tar — of tar

day — of aday

castle — of a castle

lock — of a lock

stone — of a stone

claw — of a claw

piece — of a piece
forehead — of a forehead
fine fellow — of a fine fellow
finger nail — of a finger nail
fire — of a fire

donkey — of a donkey
father — of a father

finger — of a finger

piston — of a piston

child — of a child

dream — of a dream
corner — of a corner

coal — of coal

1.1.1.3. Irregular genitive case

0oeu, — bonua
3aéM — 3anma

KOMCOMOJieLl, — KOMCOMOJ1bLUa

KnTaeu, — Kkntanua
JleB — NbBa

nén — nbpa

py4yen — py4bs
yoaneu, — yoanbua

fighter — of a fighter

loan — of aloan

Komsomol member —

of a Komsomol member
Chinaman — of a Chinaman
lion — of alion

ice — of ice

stream — of a stream
dare-devil — of a dare-devil
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1.1.2. The -n/-bl ending

Masculine gender nouns with the feminine gender endings -a
or -4 follow the rule for feminine gender nouns with the =a and -91 endings
being replaced by -u and -bl endings respectively.

BaHsa — BaHm Vanya — of Vanya

nenyuika — genyuiku grandfather — of a grandfather
oansa — oaav uncle — of an uncle

JléBa — J1€BbI Leva — of Leva

CnaBa — CnaBbl Slava — of Slava

IOHOLLA — OHOLLIK young man — of a young man
Cyaobs — CcyObMm judge — of a judge

1.1.3. The -y/-10 ending

In addition to taking the inflection -a, some zero-ending
masculine gender nouns can, depending on their usage, take the ending
-y in the genitive singular. Similarly most nouns with stem ending in =¥ or
in =b may take the ending -10 in the genitive case.

MUHganb — MMHOANo almond — of almond

XUP — XUpy fat — of fat

yanm — yaio tea — of tea

The following form of masculine nouns in the genitive, which is mostly
found in colloquial Russian, occurs when the nouns which denote sub-
stance, material or any kind of matter are used in the genitive to impart the
meaning of quantification, i. e. to refer to a part or some quantity of that
substance, (partitive genitive) masculine gender nouns take endings
-y/-10.

Hy>XHO KynnTb caxapy, ropoxy, 4aro, pucy, syky. One needs to
buy some: sugar, peas, tea, rice, onions.

Mo peuenTy Hy>XHO 00OaBUTbL JYKY, PUCY, CbiPy, YHECHOKY. Ac-
cording to the recipe we need to add some: onions, rice, cheese, garlic.

Job6aBb kMnaTky. Add some boiling water.

NB: the nouns xne6 — bread and oBEc — oats are exceptions, they
never take the ending -y in the genitive singular, always the en-
ding -a, xnebd — xneba and oBEC — OBcCa.
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