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PREFACE.

Ir there be any truth in the remark of Dean Swift, that
the man who makes three blades of grass grow where
only two grew before deserves well of his country, the
faithful and able missionary may be allowed to occupy a
chief seat among the friends and benefactors of the
human race. His labours smooth the way for the
triumph of science; increase the produce of the earth,
by multiplying the hands employed in its cultivation;
and create new demands for the manufactures of his own
country, while he is lessening the miseries of his fellow-
creatures, elevating savages and barbarians to a state
of civilization, and cheering them with the hope of a
life to come.

Man, in his individual and collective capacity, is so
constituted, that no improvement can take place in any
part of the one or the other without diffusing its in-
fluence over the whole man, and over the whole frame of
society. The thorough knowledge of one science requires
a general acquaintance with many others. With the
improvements of science, the arts and manufactures of
a country may be expected to keep pace. The late
discoveries in chemistry, for instance, have diffused

their influence and their energies over every depart-.
b2
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ment of science, from its general principles to its most
minute details, from the lofty speculations of the phi-
losopher to the humble operations of the mechanic.

It is the same as it respects the progress of genuine
religion. 'With the Reformation arose a thirst for
knowledge in general; and to the strength of that
desire may be traced the extension of printing, the
resurrection of genius, the establishment of schools,
the multiplication of books, and the brightest period in
the annals of Europe. Without a motive, a thirst for
knowledge could not have existed ; without printing,
that desire could not have been gratified; without
schools, education could have never become common ;
and without a capacity to read, printing would have
been a uvseless discovery, and genius would have lan-
guished for want of encouragement, or perished for
want of bread. Thus the extension of printing, the esta-
blishment of schools, the general diffusion of know-
ledge, the revival of literature, and the late discoveries
in science, may all be viewed as springing from the
Reformation.

The effects of missions are not to be confined to
what constitutes their principal object. The exertions
made to accomplish that object bring innumerable
advantages, connected with the improvement of the
world, in their train. The great extension of literature
in India,—the rapid multiplication of books in that
interesting portion of the globe,—the translations going
on in the various languages of that country,—the vast
increase of schools for the instruction of the natives,—



PREFACE. ix

the erection of a religious establishment,—the spirit of
inquiry amongst the natives,—the easy access now
afforded us to the literature of the East,—have all
sprung from the labours of missionaries.

With the translation of the Scriptures into the lan-
guages and dialects of a kingdom, come translators,
grammars, lexicons, type-founders, and printers, with
all their literary and scientific apparatus. The litera-
ture of a country is brought into requisition; criticism
and knowledge begin to circulate ; and the collision
of mind, which arises from opposition of sentiment,
calls the slumbering energies of a nation into exercise.
Every new translation of the Scriptures into a mo-
dern language provokes comparison; the original
languages are cultivated to dissipate the doubts which
may be excited by the discrepancies of translators ;
the student of sacred literature, who, perhaps, in the
commencement of his pursuits, thought of nothing
but correcting a false translation, or making a new
one, finds that there is no species of knowledge,
whether in science or literature, in the history of men
or manners, which may not be useful to him in his great
object. Knowledge always desires increase ; it is like
fire, which must first be kindled by some external agent,
but which will afterwards propagate itself in every
direction.

“While our missionaries, beyond the borders of the
colony of the Cape of Good Hope, are everywhere
scattering the seeds of civilization, social order, and
happiness, they are, by the most unexceptionable
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means, extending British interests, British influence,
and the British empire.

‘Wherever the missionary places his standard among
a savage tribe, their prejudices against the colonial
government give way ; their dependence upon the co-
lony is increased by the creation of artificial wants ;
confidence is restored ; intercourse with the colony is
established ; industry, trade, and agriculture spring up;
and every genuine convert from among them made to
the Christian religion becomes the ally and friend of
the colonial government. The materials of our con-
quests, made in this way, will bear examination. Tri-
umphs gained by such weapons occasion no tears, and
present no disgusting details : they are the triumphs of
reason over ignorance, of civilization over barbarism,
and of benevolence over cruelty and oppression.

It may be an easy thing for a theoretical European,
looking at one of our missionary institutions, to imagine
and assert that the work might have been accomplished
by other means. Philosophers and projectors had a
hundred and fifty years to try their skill upon the Hot-
tentots before our missions commenced, and what was
dote ?—nothing !.. ‘When the missiohs began in. South
Africa, we found the poor natives as far from a state of
civilization, as they were at the first introduction. of
Europeans among them. They were deprived of their
country ; from a state of independence they were re-
duced to the miseries of slavery ; their herds of cattle
followed their lands and passed over into the hands of
their intrusive neighbours; and all they had gained i
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return for these sacrifices, were a few beads, tobacco,
and spirits, and a number of vices unknown to them in
their former ignorance.

Dr. Colquhoun says, the Hottentots are a poor de-
jected harmless race, evidently deficient in memory.
Of the Bushmen, the same respectable writer remarks,
that they are so extremely savage and ferocious, that
they are incapable of being civilized. Gibbon, speak-
ing of the same people, says that they seem to be the
connecting link between the rational and the irrational
creation.  On the ground of such statements, an able
and distinguished writer of the present age remarks, in
reference to attempts said to have been made to civilize
the natives of South Africa, ¢ That the experiment has
been tried with the Hottentots, whom we might reason-
ably expect to be disgusted with their domestic misery,
both by the East India Company and by individuals,
but they have never been persuaded to buy comfort at
the expense of independence, which has endeared to
them the coarse manner of life to which they have been
accustomed *”. o I

It is acknowledged that attempts had been made by
the East India Company, and by individuals, to civilize
the Hottentots, and that these attempts had completely
failed. From this failure, the conclusion has been drawn,
that the Hottentots are weak in intellect, almost devoid
of memory, and that the Bushmen are incapable of civi-
lization. How far these conclysions are just, will be
seen in the perusal of these volumes.

* Summier on the Records of the Creation.
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The object proposed in this work will, I hope, be
deemed a sufficient apology for not having taken more
notice of the useful labours of the Moravian, the Glas-
gow, and the Wesleyan Missionary Societies in South
Africa. In laying before the public the oppressions of
the native tribes, with a view to obtain for them the
protection of the British Government, for reasons which
must be satisfactory to the friends of the different mis-
sionary societies in this country, and to their worthy
agents in Africa, I have found it necessary to confine
the proofs of my allegations to facts and documents in
my own possession, and to what has come under my
own observation. If any blame is to be incurred by
the manner in which I have prosecuted my labours
in this holy cause, I have resolved that that blame
shall attach to no one but myself; and if it shall
please Providence to crown them with success, the
labourers of other societies, in common with those of
that society to which I belong, will have the same
cause for thankfulness.

Iview the different missionary societies, now engaged
in this great work, as so many divisions of the same
army ; and however we may be distinguished by a dif-
ference in our uniforms, and by the names of our respec-
tive bodies, it is the standard of the cross under which
we fight, and the success of one is the success of all.
The Christian missionary should be of no sect; and it
should not be known by his spirit among the heathen,
nor among those engaged with him in the same service,
to what denomination he belongs. He labours for the
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conversion of the heathen to a common christianity, not
to the peculiarities of any particular party, and to bring
them into the fellowship of the Christian church, with-
out caring to what division of it they may belong,
Having brought them into the fold of Christ, he leaves
to pastors and teachers to say in what pens or partitions
they shall be inclosed, within the common pale or fence,
intent to collect those of whom the great shepherd says,
*“ other sheep have I which are not of this fold, them
also I must bring in.”

My object in the composition of these pages has not
been to expose men, but measures; and in preparing
them for the press, I have studied, as much as possible,
to divest myself of all personal feelings. My motto, in
all my labours in this cause, has uniformly been, I
shall ** nothing extenuate, nor set down aught in ma-
lice.” The necessity of bringing forward the names
of so many individuals in connexion with the disclo-
sures made in these volumes, has been to me the
most painful part of the task imposed upon me in the
present undertaking. “ Surely, to every good and
peaceable man, it must, in nature, needs be a hateful
thing to be a displeaser and molester of thousands ;
much rather would it like him, doubtless, to be the
messenger of gladness and contentment, which is his
chief intended business to all mankind ; but that they
resist and oppose their own happiness *.”

We shall perhaps be told, that such evils should

* Milton.

ks
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be left to be corrected by the progress of society; but
long and painful experience has taught us, that the liber-
ties we ask for an oppressed people do not fall into their
lap like fruit from a tree when it is ripe, and never can be
obtained from the privileged classes, except by the inter-
ference of a stronger power than that employed to keep
them in a state of subjugation. Present gain is always
preferred to that which is remote and contingent only,
and the voice of humanity has little chance of being
heard amidst the clamour of passion and selfishness.
The present lieutenant-governor of the Cape has dis-
played a liberal spirit towards the missions ; but while
things remain in their present state, no permanent relief
is to be hoped for, in opposition to the tide of prejudice
and interest which the highest authority in the colony will
have to oppose in endeavouring to defend the natives.
The governor of such a colony as the Cape of Good
Hope, must always be dependent, for the information
he receives respecting the Aborigines, upon those in
official situations, and immediately about his person ;
and his informers being interested persons, or con-
nected with such, it is extremely difficult for him to get
at the truth of their situation, or to resist the tendency
of the conversation of their enemies, to prejudice his
mind against them, and against all plans proposed for
their improvement. The greatest humanity and even
talents in a governor are not always proof against unjust
insinuations, caricatures, and calumnies invented to dis-
parage the natives. 'While he remains in Cape Town,
he has no means of obtaining correct information re-



