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EDUCATION IN GREAT BRITAIN

FILM 1. THE WORLD OF ETON

The documentary The World of Eton (length — 0:45:00) was shot in 2007.
In a pleasant and concise manner it gives an outline of Eton’s history, present day life
and traditions. The film is divided into ten sections: Introduction, Traditions,
Becoming a Student, Language, Fashion, Punishments, Lifestyle, What is Eton,
Russian in Eton, To be Etonian.
PRE-WATCHING
1. Find information about the following:

* names: Henry VI, George Orwell, Persey Shelley, George III, 1* Duke of
Wellington, Horatio Nelson, Johannes Gutenberg, lan Fleming;
= places: Windsor Castle;
= literary allusions: Big Brother.
2. Basic words and word combinations to the topic “English Schooling” (in order
of appearance):
1) boarding school — KoyuIeK-ITAHCHOH, MIKOJIa-UHTEPHAT
2) house — maHCHOH, CTy/I€HUIECKOE OOIIEKNTHE
3) house captain — ctapocra 1o o0LEKUTHIO (110 TAHCHOHY)
4) house master — (cTapiivii) BOCIHTATENb; 3aBEAYIOMINI TAHCHOHOM IIPH IIKOJIE
5) fagging — nenoBuIMHA
6) verbal reasoning — BepOabHOE MBIIIJICHUE
7) non-verbal reasoning — HeBepOaILHOE MBIILICHHE
8) extra-curricular — BHEKJIaCCHBIH
9) Common Entrance Examination — O6uumii BerynurenbHbiii Dk3aMeH
10) King’s Scholar — xoponeBckuii ctuneHanaT
11) Michaelmas — ocenuwuii TpuMecTp
12) prefect — npedekrT, crapocTa; y4aluicss CTapuIMX KIaccoB, BO3IJIABIIOMINI

Ha OCHOBC BBI60pHOCTI/I YYCHUUCCKOC CaMOyITPaBJICHUE
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13) rip — pa3psiB

14) tardy book — kHura omno3maBmmx

15) academic misbehavior — akageMuieckoe HapyIICeHUE

16) the bill — BBI30B K JUPEKTOPY

17) close-gating — 3aKpbIThIC BOPOTA

18) sign into school office — ormedarbes B yueOHOM yacTu

19) single-sex school — mikona pa3aensHOro 00yueHus
20) co-educational school — mxosma, B KOTOpOif 00yJaroTCst ¥ MaJIbYMKH, U JEBOUKH
3. Translate the following sentences with the words and word combinations from

Point 2 above into Russian:

1) According to the tradition, House Captain, who is head of house, has the right to
wear a special uniform, a waistcoat and a bow-tie, he is also allowed to grow
a beard and to keep a goat in the House Master’s back garden.

2) At 11 future applicants are tested, the test involvers verbal reasoning, non-verbal
reasoning, mathematics, English and quickness of the mind. The test is basically
intended to check their capabilities, not their knowledge.

3) If the boy did the test well, he is asked for an interview on extra-curricular
topics, depending on his hobbies; also his social skills are tested: if he looks into
the interviewer’s eyes, if he sits straight. All this is accumulated into a report;
besides a reference from the boy’s previous school is required.

4) Students who do well in seven tests of a more advanced nature are accepted into
King’s Scholars position, which is very prestigious.

5) Then, you’ve got tardy book, which is not academic misbehavior, it’s more
general, being late for a division, you can get three days tardy book, which is
getting up early in the morning to sign a book, really early, and you’re half-
asleep and most people don’t like it.

4. Translate the following sentences using the words and word combinations from
Point 2 above into English:
1) Panbmie B HTOHE cCyliecTBOBana JAENOBIIMHA, KOTJA CTapIIME CTYACHTHI

MPaKTUYECKU PaACTIOPAKAIIMCH TAHCUOHOM U IPUKA3bIBAJIW MJIAAIIIUM, YTO ACJIaTh.
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2)

3)

4)

5)

B 13 ner mxompHuku cpator OOmume BcerymurenbHble DK3aMeHBI, KOTOpHIC
SIBIISIIOTCS €AMHBIMH JUTSI BCEX YAaCTHBIX IIKOJ, M €CIH AOUTYPHEHTH! IPOXOMIST
U UX, OHH 3a4UCIsIOTCs B VITOH.

Ha nocneHeM Kypcee CTyAEHT MOXKET ObITh Ha3HAYECH CTApOCTOIl; B JONOJIHEHHE
K TPAIMIHOHHOHN IIKOJbHON (hOpME CTapoCTa MOJTy4aeT MPaBO HOCUTh TAJICTYK-
6a004Ky.

B HTtoHe cymecTByeT opurvHajibHas CHCTeMa HaKa3aHUN: «pa3phiB» 3a IIOXO
BEITIOJTHEHHOE yueOHOe 3a/jaHNe, «KHUTa OITO3/IaBIINX», «BBI30B K TUPEKTOPY»,
«3aKpbIThIE BOPOTa» 3a HEAKaIeMUYECKHE HapyLICHUS.

B Oompmrelt wactm Koyulempkedl B TOCYyNapCTBEHHOM M YacCTHOM CEKTOpax
00y4aloT ¥ MaJbYMKOB, M JIEBOUYEK COBMECTHO, TaK YTO MIKOJ Pa3JejIbHOr0

O6y‘-ICHI/I$l OCTaJIoCh COBCEM HEMHOTI'O.

5. Study the following phrasal verbs and use them to paraphrase the underlined

1)

2)

3)

words in the sentences below, then translate the sentences into Russian:

to sense out to shut out to mess up

to turn out to book in to pick up

The Head Master of Eton, Tony Little, insists that Eton is elitist in the sense that
they believe in excellence in education, doing the very best, they are not
interested in the second-rate, whether it is academic or sports or whatever. In
that sense he is comfortable with the word ‘elitist’. But what they should not be

is exclusive in the sense of keeping people from being admitted and a lot of

what they have done over the recent years, is to make the school more accessible
to a broader range of people.

And the funny thing is if you are a young teacher and you don’t know these
words [special Etonian slang] boys very quickly understand that you’re
a freshman, and it can be very embarrassing, so it’s very important you do your
homework before you start teaching.

The Governing Body of Eton realized that the system whereby school places for

children are reserved from the moment they are born do not turn out to be

7
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necessarily clever enough for Eton but their parents push and push them and it’s
a waste of their time.

4) Punishments at Eton are quite reasonable: if one student is late and someone else
is late it interferes with the teachers’ routine, so teachers interfere with these
students’ routine by subjecting them to the tardy book punishment.

5) The Head Master of Eton, Tony Little, humorously remarks that he belongs to
the generation when you were taken to school at the beginning of the term and if

you were lucky enough your parents collected you from school at the end of it.

6) Etonian students think that their advantage is not just being an Etonian, the
advantage is coming to a school that has so much to offer and so many facilities
what they allow a person to be what they happen to be.

6. Find photographs of Etonians and use these words to describe the Etonian

uniform: gown — manTws, tailcoat — ¢pax, detachable collar — cheMHBII BOPOTHUK,

straw hat — coimomeHHast rsma, bow-tie — rancryk-6abouka, waistcoat — JKUIIET.

WATCHING
1. While watching the film fill in the gaps:

1) (0:5:00) But Eton only stays successful because under the surface it’s changing
all the time. It’s like the image of , the traditional image of the
bird gliding on the water, on the surface it looks and the same
but underneath the water it’s paddling, all the time moving and changing, and
it’s pretty much what’s life is at Eton.

2) (0:7:10) The procession of boats is a throw-back to the 18" century, the boys
dress up in the costumes of 1879 and they row in old boats along the Thames at
the back of the College and at the given point they stand up in the boat, two at
a time, with their , and place their oars in front of them. When all
eight of the boys are standing up and the cockswain as well, there’s nothing to
support the boat and it’s moving slowly and it’s quite a feat of balance under
thousands of people watching. As Tony Little says, this is a ,

absurd tradition, there’s no point to it and for that reason he likes it.
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3) (0:9:30) Whether or not you are religious, and, obviously, it’s a place designed
for religious worship, you can have a sense of that gathering of
people stretching over many years, and that, I don’t think, it’s daunting to young
boys, and it does give a kind of confidence, a sense that what all these people
have done before makes everything

4) (0:18:00) But also it [Etonian uniform] is very good at making people

in the street because once you wear a uniform like this everyone
looks the same and it’s a very good defense against tourists.

5) (0:20:00) It [Etonian uniform] is very smart and it creates a particular formal
atmosphere in the classroom which shows respect: so students
respect teachers and teachers respect students, it creates an Etonian atmosphere
of academic learning.

6) (0:34:20) Eton isn’t the cut-off, removed, institution as sometimes
people might believe which is rather more the staff of legend than reality.

7) (0:36:20) We have more students studying Russian at the senior level aged
17-18 this year than those studying for example German and this is
a change from 20 years ago.

2. Provide the original for the following sentences:

1) (0:10:55) B crapeie BpemeHna B MroHe Obutla cucrtema, NMpHU KOTOPOH Balld
POZUTENH 3aIMCHIBATIM Bac ISl OOYYESHUS B LIKOJE, KaK TOJBKO BBl POJMINCE.
W s mHe mydy: uepe3 uac, ABa mocie poxieHus. [loromy urto ObUTO Tak:
“IlepBBIM MpHILIEN, TEPBBIM OOCITYKEeH .

2) (0:15:18) D10 HE s3BIK, KOTOpPBIH HE JaeT JAPYTUM JIIOJISAM IOHATh, 4YTO
IIPOUCXOJUT. DTO MPOCTO CIOXKHUBLIEECS IO TPAIMLMH UCIIONB30BAHUE CTapbhIX
CIIOB, KOTOpBIE OOJIbIIE HE HCIOIb3YIOTCS B COBPEMEHHOM aHIJIMHCKOM.

3) (0:21:35) Ecim THI TUIOXO CHPaBHJICS C CaMOCTOSITENBHOH pPabOTOH, TO ThHI
MOJydYaculb  «PHI», pa3pblB, YTO CHMBOJU3UPYET IUIOXYK) OTMETKY:
IpernojaBaTeNb HaApbIBACT BEpXHMIl Kpail TBOei pabOTBI, 3TO Ha3BIBACTCS

«pasphIBy.
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4) (29:45) U s 6ecenoBan ¢ MaJIbYMKaMH, KOTOpbIe y4MINCh B VITOHE U criparuBan
UX, 9YTO OHH TIOMHST O CBOEM mpeObiBaHuU B MToHe. Bblia nu 3T0 npuBHIIerus
HOCHTb TaKyl0 (pOpMy MJIM 3aHSATHS CIIOPTOM WIIM TO, YTO OHH XOPOIIO YUHIIHCh
u nonanu B xopomuil yausepcurer? Koneuno, na... Ho He Tonpko 310. OueHp
YacTO 3TO BOCIIOMHHAaHHMSA OO0 OJHOM KOHKPETHOM Y4YHTeJe, CTPacTHO
YBIICYUCHHOM CBOUM IPEJMETOM.

5) (0:34:50) S mymaro, UCTOpPHsI PYCCKOTO $3bIKAa, KaK 5 3TO BHXKY, M3Y4CHUS
pycckoro B AHrmMH, o4eHb MHTepecHa. Korma s Oput crynmentom B 1960-x
u 1970-x, B nau 3aragounoro Coserckoro Coro3a, 3TOr0 OILIOTa ThMbI M TaWHEL,
U3y4YeHHE PYCCKOro Jeiano TeOs MpUBIICKATENBHBIM JUIS JCBYIICK, 3TO OBLIO
KpYTO, O4TH Tak xke, kak MU-5 u Ixxeitmc boun u KI'B. A erie 310 66110 yMHO
U CJIOKHO, TaK YTO 3TO ObLI MHTEIUICKTYyalbHBIH BbI30B. OH HE OBUT LIMPOKO
pacnpocTpaHeH, HO HaXOAWINCh MHTEPECHBIC U 3aMHTEPECOBAHHBIC IOHOILM,
KOTOpBIE XOTEJIN YUUTh PYCCKHH.

3. Say if the following statements are true or false. Correct the false ones:

1) King Henry VI founded Eton College when he was 8§0.

2) The college was originally designed for 70 scholars.

3) By the time of the 19" century Eton College was the largest school in England.

4) The school annually admits 220 new boys.

5)In summer Etonians have a day which is called the 4™ of June, a celebration for
the birth of King George III who was a king in the 18" century.

6) The bill is a sort of formal detention where a student sees the Head Master and
he decides what punishment to give to the culprit: it could be detention for two
hours, or it could be chores somewhere.

7) Close gating is a form of internal punishment which presupposes a student not
being allowed to approach the gates of the school.

8) Etonian boys can have the maximum of 2 pints of beer with a meal.

9)Donations from former students help to construct buildings or to fund
scholarships.

10) The actual number of Etonians learning Russian is diminishing now.

10
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4. Be ready to discuss the following questions:

1) Explain how the words ‘elitist’ and ‘accessible’ are used in the context of the
introduction?

2) When was Eton College founded? Where is it located? Why is it not a random
choice of place?

3) What famous people studied at Eton?

4) What are the reasons for Eton becoming one of the largest public schools in
England? How does T. Little explain Eton’s long-lasting success as an
educational establishment?

5) What Etonian traditions are mentioned in the film?

6) What is the procedure for becoming a student at Eton now? Why does T. Little view
the change of procedure as positive? How high is the competition for places there?

7) What is “Fixtures”?

8) What is the Etonian traditional school outfit? Why keep this old-fashioned
dress? What is the dress code for Etonian teachers?

9) What punishment existed at Eton 20 years ago? What types of punishment are
there now?

10) What advantages does T. Little see in studying at single-sex schools?

11) What is an ordinary school day like at Eton? What opportunities for relaxation

are there for Etonian students?

12) What used to be an attraction of learning Russian? What has changed by now?

What do the staff do to inveigle the students into the interest in Russian?

13) Why did the Headmaster return to Eton as a teacher?

14) What are the advantages of being an Etonian for the future of a boy?

15) What does it mean to be an Etonian?

16) What has changed in the idea of a boarding school in recent years?

5. Provide Etonian slang for the following notions and explain the origin of these

slang words: lesson, teacher, break.

11
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. Think over the personalities of the adult interviewees: the Head Master of Eton

College Tony Little and one of the teachers at Eton Petr Reznikov. What can you
say about them as educators?

Comment on the filming techniques used in the film. What purpose do they serve?

POST-WATCHING

. Think of the following aspects related to the film:

1) What do you think about the private sector in education? Should it be given an
opportunity to exist?

2) Tony Little insists that Eton has become less elitist in the sense that it is now
more accessible to a broader range of people. Do you agree with him in this respect?

3) Comment on Mr Little’s words that the advantages of single-sex schools
outweigh their disadvantages. Do you consider single-sex schools more
effective than co-educational schools? Why?

4) Etonians have a very tough schedule. Can studying be effective when a person
is constantly occupied by different activities and experiences lack of sleep and
free time?

5) Are there any aspects of teaching and learning at Eton that you consider highly

advisable to implement in Russian schools?

. Find viewers’ comments and reviews of the film. Compare them to your own

perception of the film.

. Write a 150-word summary of the film. Use words and word combinations from

the exercises and glossary if possible.
Study Eton’s homepage. What image of the college does it create? What
interesting facts about Eton did you come across?

Find memories of old Etonians about their schooldays. Comment on them.

6. Find information about the other Clarendon schools and present a short talk

12

about one of them.





