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"ADVERTISEMENT.
— TS

THE Author of thefe Obfervations
is aware that hafte is in general a bad excufe for incor-
reGnefs ; yet he hopes fome allowances will be made
him on that account in the prefent publication. Hav«
ing inadvertently mentioned what he deemed a difco-
very before he had inveftigated the fubject, or intended
publithing his Obfervations on it, a fear of being antici,
pated has induced him to hurry the work through the
prefs as faft as poffible. Some improvements miight be
made in the arrangement of the arguments; but -
many of them have been added while the work was
going through the prefs, and after the parts to which
they more properly belonged were printed off. -

CrarRe Harz,
FEB. 22,1796,
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Page 3, Note 3, Line 21, for couclude read conciude..
—— 6, Note 6, for Futoram read Futorum.

—— 23, Line g, for come read came. ‘

—— 29, Note, for al/ufficr read allufion.

—— 30, Line 15, for imprebabilities read jnconfiffencies.



OBSERVATIONS

HAMLET, &

XX THEN we confider the immenfe bulk to which

the later editions of the works of our immor-
tal Dramatift are fwelled, it naturally leads us to
1rnagme that Induftry muft have exhaufted all her
patience, and Ingenuity her corjectures, in aftempting
to elucidate his unrivalléd compofitions. Yet the

contrary appears to be the real ftate of the cafe, and

the prefs ftill teems with new Shakf{peares and frefh
Shak{peariana. This ¢ vaft garden of criticifm” fill
puts forth its flowers and its weeds, and invites the
attention of the labourer and the florift. A folis
tary wanderet, in cafually paffing through this delight-
" ful fpot, has accidentally difcovered a flower, which
appears to have hitherto efcaped the notice of its more
ftudious admirets,

A When
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When the Author of thefe Obfervations was read-
ing lately, in Mr. Tytler’s < Inquiry into the Evidence
agamft Mary Queen of Scots*,” the account of the
variousartifices ufed by Queen Elizabeth to blacken the
fame of that unfortunate Princefs; it occurred to him,
from the fimilarity of the ftories, that Shak{peare had
perhaps written his Tragedy of Hamlet to flatter the
prejudices of his miftrefs, and exhibit to the world an
indire¢t crimination of her injured rival; what, at
that time, appeared to him to be a probable conjecture,

an inveftigation of the fubject has ripened into con-
viction.

Lord Orford has fhewn *, with equal ingenuity and
probability, that our incomparable Bard wrote his
Winter’s Tale as an indiret apology for Anne Boleyn,
the mother of Elizabeth. He who could write an
allegorical apology, would well know how to write an
allegorical cenfure.

In the Midfumrncr Night’s Dream, written in
1592, he has paid a compliment to Elizabeth at the
expence of Mary®. . It is certain then that he had

1 A book which for depth of refearch, foundnefs of reafonmg,
and humanity and candour of fentiment, fhews the author to be
at once the gentleman, and the fcholar.

i 2 Hiftoric Doubts, p. 114. -

- : 3 Thou remembcr’&
Since once I fat upon a promontory;’

And heard a mermaid, on a dolphin’s back,
‘Uttering fuch dulcet and harmonjous breath,

That



L 31
no {cruples of delicacy towards her, even after her
death*. And he, who could write thus in 1592,
would

That the rude fea grew civil at the fong;

And certain ftars thot madly from their {pheres,

To hear the fea-maid’s mufick,

That very time Ifaw, (but thou could’# not)

Flying between the cold moon and the earth,

Cupid allarm’d : a certain aim he took

At a fair veftal, throned by the weft;

*And loos’d his love-fhaft {martly from his bow,

-As it thoyld pierce an hundred thoufand hearts :

But I might fee young Cupid’s fiery fhaft

Quench’d in the chafte beams of the watery moon ;
" And the imperial votrefs paffed on,

In maiden meditation, fancy-free.

* The firft thing obfervable on thefe words (fays Dr. Warburton)
is, that this a&tion of the mermaid is laid in the fame time and place
with Cupid’s attack upon the wefal. By the wefal every one
knows is meant Queen Elizabeth. It is very natural and rea-
Tonable then to think that the mermaid ftands for fome eminent
perfopage of her time. And, if fo, the allegorical covering, in
which there is a mixture of fatire and panegyric, will lead us to
couclude, that this perfon was one of whom it had been inconvenient
for the author tq {peak bpcnly, either in praife or difpraife,. All
this agrees with Mary Queen of Scats, and with no other. Queen
Elizabeth could not bear to hear her commended ; and her fucceffor
would not forgive her fatyritt. But the Poet has fo well marked
out every diftinguifhed circumftance of her life and charaler in
this beautiful allegory, as will leave no room to doubt about his
fecond meaning She is called a mermaid, 1. to denote her reign
over a kingdam fituate in the fea, and 2. her beauty, and intempe«
rate luft: .

s —U¥ turpiter atrum
¢ Dgf nat in pifcem mulier formofa fuperne.”
for as Elizabeth, for I}er chaftity, is called a weffa/, this unfortunate
lady, on a contrary account, is called a mermaid. 3. An ancient
flory may be fﬁppo[cd to be here alluded to. The emperor Juliugn
. ' Az tells
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would not hefitate four years after (1596, the year
Hamlet

tells us, Epiftle 41. that the Sirens (whlch with all the modem
poets, are mermaids) contended for precedency with the Mulfes,
who overcoming them took away their wings. The quarrels
between Mary and Elizabeth had the fame caufe and the fame iflue,
o & dolphin’s back,] This evidently marks
out that diftinguifhing circumftance of Mary’s fartune, her mar-
riage with the Dauphin (formerly fpelt Dolphin) of France, fon of
Henry II. '

Ustering fuck dulcet arxa’ Farmonious breatkh,] This alludes to her
great abilities of genius and learning, which rendered her the
moft accomplifhed pri.ncefs of her age. The French writers tell
us, that, while fhe was in that court, the pronounced a Latin oration
in the great hall of the Louvre, with fo much grace and eloquence,
as filled the whole court with admiration.

That the rude fea grew civil at ker fing 5] By the rude fea is
meant Scotland encircled with the ocean ;. which rofe up in armg
agam.ft the regent, while the was in France. But her return home
prefently quieted thefe diforders : and had not her firange ill con~
dudt afterwards more vxolently inflamed them, fhe mlght have paffed
her whole live in peace. There is the greater juftnefs and beauty
in this image, as the vulgar opinion is, that the mermaid always
fings in ftorms :

And certain fars fhot madly from their fpheres

T hear the Jea-maid’s mufick.] Thus concludes the defcrip-
tion, with that remarkable circumftance of this unhappy lady’s
fate, the deftruétion fhe brought upon feveral of the Englith nobi-
hty, whom the drew i m to fupport ber caufe TIus, in the boldeft
expreflion of the fublime, the poet images by certain flars ﬂoatmg
madly from their ﬁ&em : By wh1ch he meant the Earls of Northumq
berland and Weftmorland, who fell in her quarrel a.nd pnnc1pa.lly
the great Duke of Norfolk, whofe projected marnage with her
was attended with fuch fatal con{equences. Here again the reader
may obferve a peculiar ]uﬁnefs in the imagery. T he vulgar
opinion being that the mermzud allured men to deftrution by her
iings. To whA:h opnuon Shakfpeare alludes ;n his Comajy of

Errors:
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Hamlet was written®) flill farther to flatter his mif-

trefs by adding his drop to the flood of calumny
poured out againft her rival.

Shakfpeare had a ftory at hand, moft admirably
adapted for this purpofe, in the Danith Chronicle of
Saxo Grammaticus; a ftory which was, in many re-
{peéts, {o exaltly the counterpart of the calumnies
circulated againft Mary, that it feemed, as Mr. Ma-
lone obferves of that of Doraftus and Fawnia, which
furnithed the plot for the Winter’s Tale, almoft to
force the fubject upon him; and, where he has made
alterations, they appear to be for the purpofe of adapt-
ing the ftory ftill farther to his defign. The ftory
indeed is {o extremely pointed, that, unlefs Shak-
{peare wifhed toapply it to Mary, its fimilarity would
have been a fufficient reafon for rejeting it.

, I

«< O train me not, fwest mermaid, with thy note;
s« T drown me i thy fifier's flood of tears.”

On the whole, it is the nobleft and jufteft allegory that was ever
written. ‘The laying it in fairy land, and out of nature, is in
the chara&er of the fpeaker. And on thefe occafions Shakipeare
always excels himfelf. He is born away by the magic of his en-
thufiafm, and hurries his reader along with him into thefe ancient
regions of poetry, by that power of werfe, which we may wal}
fancy to be like what:
olim Fauni Vatefque canebant.”

This very able note is given at full length, as its own merit and
fts happy illuftration of our author’s mode of allegorizing will
throw a farther light on thefe pages:

4 She was beheaded Feb. 8. 1587. :

5 Vide ¢ Malone’s Attempt.™ Vol. L p. 304.
4

<
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It will be advifeable to take a view of the refpec-
tive ftories, and then to confider them as tending to
eftablith or overthrow this hypothefis.

A brief abftra& of the ftory of AMLETH, taken
from the 3d and 4th books of the Danifh Chronicle
of Saxo Grammaticus.

In the reign of Roderic, King of Denmark, Hor-
wendillus and Fengo, fons of Gerwendillus, had the
garrifon of Jutland committed to their care®. Hor-
wendillus, who was the braveft pirate on the feas, was
envied by Coller, King of Norway, for the glory of
hisactions. Coller failed in purfuit of him, engaged
him, and was flain; Horwendillus put to death the
King of Norway’s fifter, Sela; and, having given
proofs of his valour for three years, he prefents his
fpoils to Roderic to fecure his friendthip.  After liv-
ing fome time in intimacy with him, he obtains the
King’s daughter Geruth in marriage, and had a fon,
named Amleth, by her.

Fengo, fired with envy at his brother’s happinefs,
refolves to ruin him by treachery. An opportunity
“offers, and he embrues his hands in his blood?.. He

' wins

6 Eodem tempore Horwendillus et Fengo, quorum pater
Gerwendillus Jutoram prefeltus éxtiterat, eidem a Roderico in
Jutiz prefidium furrogantur. At Horwendillus triennio tyrana
nide gefb. &c.

7 At ubi datus parricidio locus, cruentz manu funeftam mentis
libidinem fatiavit.



