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NAVAL AND MILITARY

MEMGOTIRS

GREAT BRITAIN,

COMMENCING FROM THE PEACE OF FOUNTAINBLEATi
IN 1762,

— PRI

1
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NOTWITHSTANDIN G the very great fuccefs, which had
attended our military operations in the courfe of the laft years
of the war, the Miniftry were far from being popular with
the nation in general. - A moft formidable party in Parlia-
ment was now formed againft them: and as it was compofed
chiefly of the old whig families, who had been in power fince
the acceflion of the Houfe of Hanover, and whom the people
regarded as the guardians of public liberty, impreffions were
readily received againft new men, whom they did not know,
and in whom they could not confide. The kingdom was kept
in a perpetual ferment, by means of periodical papers and
pamphlets, in which the Miniftry were plentifully abufed, and
their conduét reprefented in the very worft colours. Nor did
the fa¢red perfon of his Majefty efcape a fthare of the obloquy,
which was fo copioufly beftowed on his fervants. In the midft
of this torrent of party rage, the Parliament met on the 26th
of November; and a formidable oppofition was expected, efpe-
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2 NAVAL AND 1762,
cially when the fubject of the peace fhould come into difcuflion.
The King in his fpeech mentioned it in ftrong terms of praife,
and exprefled his hope that it would nge his Parliament entire
fatisfaGion. The conditions, he affirmed, were fuch, that there-
not only was an immenfe territory added to the Empire of Great
Britain, but a folid foundation laid for an increafe of trade -
and commerce ; and the utmoft care had been taken, to re-
move all occafions of future difputes between his fubjeéts and
thofe of France and Spain, whereby fecurity and permanency
were added to the bleflings of peace. His Majefty concluded
his fpeech in the following words :—¢ We could never have
< carried on this extenfive war without the greateft union at
< home. You will find the fame union peculiarly neceffary,
¢ in order to make the beft ufe of the great advantages acquir-
« ed by the peace, and to lay the foundation of that economy
¢ which we owe to ourfelves, and‘to our pofterity, and which
¢ alone can relieve this nation from the heavy burthens brought

 upon it, by the neceffities of this long and expenfive war.”
The addreffes which both Houfes returned to his Majefty
were replete with duty and loyalty, and gave as hearty an ap-
probation of public meafures as the Minifter could have withed.
The preliminary articles of peace having been by his Majefty’s
order laid before Parliament, their merits came to be difcufled
in both Houfes on the ¢th of December; and, as great debates
were expefted, an early and full attendance was given. -Inthe
Houfe of Lords, the Duke of Newcaftle made 2 long fpeech
againft the peace; but the perfon who affailed it with argu-
ments of the greateft weight was the Duke of Grafton, who
was particularly fevere againft the Minifter, as the promoter of
what he denominated fcandalous and difhonourable terms.
The Earl of Hardwicke alfo took the fame fide of the queftion.
The Minifter and his friends defended the terms of the peace
with great ability and coolnefs ; and when the queftion was
about to be put, the Dukes of Cumberland, Devonthire, Graf-
ton, and Newcafile, and the Earl of Hardwicke, finding all
oppofition in vain, left the Houfe ; by which means, the peace
was






