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PRINCE ROYAL
OF AT
PRUSSTIA.

Dear Brother,

AVIN G lately employed

H {fome leifure hours in draw-
ing up an abridgment of

the hiftory of the houfe of Bran-
denburg, I thought proper to ad-
drefs this work to you, who are
one day to be the ornament of this
hiftory ; to you who are next heir
to the crown; and to whom 1
have confecrated all my toils and
perils. It is true you were ac-
quainted with the altions of your
A3 anceftors,
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anceftors, before I undertook to
commit them to writing: therefore
the pains I have taken in making
this extraét, can be of no other ufe
to you, than to recal them to your
memory, I have treated the fub-
je€t with freedom and impartiality,
fo as to exhibit the princes of your
houfe in their real colours. The
fame pen which has drawn the civil
and military virtues of the great
Ele€tor, has glanced at the foibles
of the firft King of Pruflia, and
thofe paffions which in the order
of providence contributed after-
wards to raife this houfe to its pre-
fent pitch of grandeur. I have
divefted myfelf of all manner of

prejudice, and confidered princes
and
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and relations only as other men.
Far from being biafled by the weight
of power, or from idolizing my an-
ceftors, I have freely condemned
their vices, becaufe vice fhould find
no patronage on the throne: I
have commended virtue in thofe
whom it adorned ; but guarded a-
gainft the enthufiafm which it na-
turally infpires ; to the end that no-
thing but truth in her plain and
native drefs fhould reign through-
out this hiftory. If mortals may
be allowed to dive into the fecrets
of futurity, and after an inveftiga-
tion of principles to reafon on the
confequences ; I may venture to pre-
ditt, from the knowledge I have of
your charaéter, a lafting proiperity

A4 to
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to this empire. It is not the fug-
geftion of a blind and paffionate af-
fetion, nor the bafe language of
flattery, which both of us equally
deteft, but it is truth itfelf that ob-
liges me to tell you with an inward
fatisfaction, that you have rendered
yourfelf worthy of the rank to
which your birth has called you;
and of the title of Defender of your
country, by bravely venturing your
lite in her caufe. If you did not
think it beneath you to pafs through
the different degrees of military
fubordination, it is becaufe you
judged, that to be worthy of com-
mand you ought firft to learn to
obey; it is becaufe your modera-
tion forbad you to plume yourfelf

with
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with that empty glory which vul-
gar princes are apt to aflume, up-
on the experience of veteran cap-
tains. Your chief and conftant
aim is the good of your country ;.
hence you have filenced every paf-
fion, and fet every view of private
intereft afide, whenever it was your
duty to appear in her defence. It
was from this fame principle that
BourrreRrs offered himfelf to the
King of France in the campaign
of 1709, and ferved under Vir-
LARs ; who received him with the
following compliment : Such a col-
legue, Sir, as you, I fhall always
confider as my mafler. It 1s not only
on that coolnefs and prefence of
mind which no perils can difcom-

Ag pole;
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pofe ; nor on that bravery and
prudent refolution, which you have
always exerted in decifive moments,
and by which the troops have of-
ten diftinguithed you as one of the
chief inftruments of their victory ;
it 1s not, I fay, on thefe virtues
only that I ground my hopes and
thofe of the public: the braveft
kings have often made their fub-
jects unhappy, witnefs the military
ardour of Francis I. and CtaARLES
XII. and fo many other princces,
who have been upon the brink of
ruin themfclves, or ruined their
country, by excels of ambition,
Permit me to tell you, it is the
gentlenefs and humanity of your
difpofition ; 1t is the fincere, the

unfeigned
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unfeigned tears which you fhed,
when a fudden accident had like to
have ended my days; that I look
uwpon as the fure marks of your
virtue, and as pledges of the hap
pinefs of thofe whom heaven  has
deftined to be one day under your
government. A heart fufceptible of
friendfhip is {fuperior to bafe ambi~
tion; for your part, you know no
other rule of conduét than juftice,
and have no other defire than that
of preferving the efteem of wife and
virtuous men. Thus thought the
AnToNninus’s, the Trrtuss, the
Trajans, thofe beft of princes,
who have been juftly called the de-
light of human kind.. Iow happy
am I, Dear Brother, to behold my

Aé neareft,
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neareft, and moft beloved, relation
pofiefled of fo many virtues ! Heaven
has given me a foul fenfible to the
impreflions of merit, and a heart
capable of gratitude; ties, which
joined to thofe of nature, will
bind me for ever to you. With
thefe fentiments you have been long
indeed acquainted ; but I am glad
I have the opportunity of repeating
them to you at the head of this
work, and, as it were, in the pre-
fence of the whole univerfe. I am
with friendfhip and efteem,

Dear Brother,
Your faithful Brother

and Servant,

FREDERIC.



THE
Preliminary Difcourfe.

' ISTORY is looked upon as the
fchool of princes : It exhibits to their
memory the reigns of thofe fovereigns,

who were fathers of their country, and of
thofe tyrants, who laid it wafte: It points
out the caufes of the increafe and decline
of empires : It difplays fuch a multitude of
chara&ers, that fome of them cannot help
bearing a refemblance to thofe of the princes
in our days; and while it decides the reputa-
tion of the dead, it pronounces a tacit fen-
tence on the living. Thus the cenfure, which
hiftory pafles on thofe wicked men who are
no more, is a moral leflon to the prefent gene-
ration, by which they are given to underftand
what kind of judgment pofterity will form of
their conduct,

Tuo®



(2

Tuo’ the ftudy of hiftory is of all others the
moft proper for princes, yet it is not lefs ufe-
ful to private perfons: It is the chain of the
feveral events of paft ages, tranfmitted down to
our days. Here the civilian, the politician,
and the foldier learn the connexion of things
prefent with the paft: Here they find enco-
miums beftowed on thofe who faithfully ferved
their country ; and univerfal odium intailed on
the names of fuch as abufed the confidence of
their fellow citizens : Here, in fine, they are
made wife by the experience of others.

To contra& the fphere of our ideas to the
fpot we live on, or to confine our knowledge to
our private dutics, is grovelling in the moft ftu-
pid ignorance. But to penetrate into the re-
mote recefles of antiquity ; to comprehend the
whole univerfe within the extent of the mind ;
is really triumphing over ignorance and error,
is co-exifting with all ages, and becoming, in-
deed, a citizen of all places and countries.

As general hiftorics prevent our being perplex-
ed or confounded in regard to that great multipli-
city of events, which have happened in «ll coun-
tries; as they condult us regularly from the
remoteft antiquity down through the fucceffion
of times, by fixing ccrtain epocha’s, which

furve



( 3)

ferve as refting-places to the memory : fo par-
-ticular hiftories have this advantage, that they
enter into a detail of the feveral events, which
have occurred in an empire, by confining them-
felves entirely to this fingle branch. General
hiftories prefent us, as it were, with a large
pi¢ture, filled with a variety of figures; fome
of which are covered with fuch ftrong thades,
as render them too indiftinét to be difcerned.
Particular hiftories fele& a fingle figure out of
this piece; they reprefent it to the life; and
giving it every advantage of light and colours,
they enable the public to view it with that at-
tention which it deferves.

A man that does not really think he dropt
from the clouds, or ‘does not date the origin of
the world from the day of his nativity, ought
naturally to be curiqus of being acquainted with
the tranfaltions of different ages and countries.
If he is indifferent with regard to the fate of fo
‘many other nations, that have been the fport
of fortune; he will be pleafed, at leaft, with
the hiftory of the country he lives in, and with
the relation of the events in which his anceftors
were concerned. If an Englithman, for ex-
ample, has no knowledge of the hiftory of
thofe kings, who filled the throne of Perfia;

i
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if his memory is embarrafled with that infinite
number of popes, who ruled the church, we
are ready to excufe him : but we fhall hardly
have the fame indulgence for him, if he is a
ftranger to the original of parliaments, to the
cuftoms of his country, and to the different
lines of kings, who have rcigned in England.

Prussia is the only civilized country in Eu-
rope, whofe hiftory was wanting. I do not
rank among the number of hiftorians, a Hart-
knoch, or a Puffendorff; laborious writers, in-
deed, but who compiled only fafts, and whofe
works may be looked upon rather as hiftorical
diGtionaries, than real hiftories. Nor do I
reckon a Lockelius, who wrote a tedious chro-
nicle, where, for the pleafure of finding only a
fingle event of importance, we muft be at the
trouble of reading a hundred tircfome pages,
This fort of writcrs may be compared to la-
bourers, who carefully, but injudicioufly, col-
le& a quantity of materials, which lie quite ufe-
lefs, till the archite& has given them their pro-
per form. Itis as impofible that thofc com-
pilements fhould conftitute a hiftory, as that a
printer’s types fhould make a book, unlefs they
are diftributed in the order requifite for the com-

pofition of words and {entences.
Youne



