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TO

JOHN WILSON CROKER, Iisq.

LL.D. F.R.S. M.P. &c. &c. &c.

SECRETARY OF THE ADMIRALTY.

Sir,

An attempt to sketch the life and character
of one of the greatest men of modern times
may, with peculiar propriety, be addressed to
one of his distinguished countrymen, who is
himself connected, not only with that part of
Ireland where Mr. Burke spent his earlier
years, but also with his family; who likewise
acquired his relish for learning. in.the same
venerable academic retreat; who possesses
much of his taste, much of his acknowledged
love for the Fine Arts, much of his ‘literary
talents, and no ordinary share of his laborious
devotion to public business.

That it is wholly worthy of your accept-
ance, or of the memory of the distinguished

man of whom it treats, 1 am by no means
a2
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vain enough to believe. To render full justice
to his various genius and acquirements, would
demand some of his own powers. No wonder,
therefore, if, under so illustrious a burthen,
my pen should break down. But the inten-
tion, at least, may be excused by the admirers
of a statesman, whom to remember is to
honour; and whom to honour is but another
-name by which to express our reverence for
/those venerable institutions of our country,
‘which, as forming its pride and boast, he
laboured so strenuously to defend; and
which, through their influence on the national
spirit, proved the salvation of Europe in the
great struggle, now happily past. I have the
‘honour to be, Sir, '

With much respect,
" Your most faifhful
and obedient Servant,

JamEes Prior.
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ADVERTISEMENT

TO

THE SECOND EDITION.

IN presenting a second and much enlarged edition
of this work to the public, the writer cannot omit to
express his acknowledgments for the favourable re-
ception experienced by the first ; not only from the
periodical censors of literature who assume to guide
the public taste, but from the private testimonies of
approbation afforded by persons of the very first
consideration and talents in the country, whose opi-
nions would seem to beconfirmed by the sale of a large

impression of the work in no very considerable space
of time. - ‘
This encouragement naturally induced a corres-
ponding diligence on his part, to endeavour, by every
available means, to add to its interest and correct-
ness ; and the inquiry and research resorted to with
this view, though laborious, have not, it will be per-
ceived, been in vain. The additional matter col-
lected, almost the whole of which is original, adds a
second volume to the work, and has necessarily
caused a new arrangement in many parts for its in-
troduction in the order of time, while other passages
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are wholly re-written; so that the work may be
considered almost as new. This plan he conceived
to be much more systematic and desirable than
merely to give a supplemental volume of disjointed
letters, anecdotes, and fragments, thrown together
without any bond of coherence or connexion.

For the information thus received the writer is
mdebted to a va.nety of sources, upon which he can
place implicit reliance. Some of these are noticed
in the progress of the volumes : while several per-
sons to whom he is obliged think it obtrusive or un-
necessary to vgivé their names to the world upon
circumstances of lighter moment in themselves, or
which carry Wit_h them in substance a sufficient

- guarantee of authenticity. He should be ungrateful,
however, not to-avow in a particular manner his ac-
knowledgments to the Hon. Sir William C. Smith,
Bart.,F.R.S.,Second Baron of the Court of Exchequer
in ’Ir\eland, for the documents with which he has been’
obliging enough to favour him, while he has to re-
gret that one of them, the Recollections,” did not
arrive in sufficient time to be inserted in chronologi-
cal order, although the reader will meet with it at the
conclusion of the work. He is likewise indebted for
some contributions to the late Mr. James Gomme,
F.S.A., who died shortly after they were com-
municated. But more especially his thanks are due
to Thomas Haviland Burke, Esq., of Lincoln’s Inn,
the nephew and nearest surviving relative of Mr.
Burke, and no less near to him in the virtues of the
heart than in blood ; and who, from the satisfaction
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which the writer has derived from his personal ac-
quaintance, he must consider to require only a little
more time and opportunities to display no inconsi-
derable portion of the talents of his family. For
this public avowal of his sentiments, the author
claims his indulgence; as in making it he fears to
offend that unpretending merit whose value rises in
the esteem of every competent judge by the unob-
trusive  spirit with which it is accompanied. He
has been kind enough to supply every document and
information in his power for these volumes.

To advert to the various criticisms passed upon
the work will not be thought necessary, further than
to acknowledge the conciliatory and approving spirit
in which they are generally couched ; while it is sa-
tisfactory to find - that- the plan, which the author
originally chalked out to himself, of touching very
briefly upon the parliamentary and other great pub-
lic labours of Mr. Burke, which are already embo-
died in the history of the country as well as in other
works of general interest and of . course accessible to
every description of reader, has been likewise ap-
proved. v

Much of this favour to the author personally, is,
doubtless owing to the great popularity of his sub-}
ject with the best informed and reflecting order of
men. But it is not to be denied, that there.is in

“this country a considerable number of politicians,
who, from some original obliquity of judgment, or
peculiarity of. opinion upon certain constitutional
points, persist' in censuring - the conduct of Mr.

[
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‘Burke for the part he took on the question of the
. French Revolution, although it might be supposed
that observation and the progress of events, inde-
pendent of all argument, had confirmed the accuracy
of his views on that matter beyond further cavil or
dispute. ' ’

It was not therefore with any great degree of
surprise that he lately saw an attempt, under cover
of a criticism on his book, to maintain that Mr.
Burke was so far mistaken in his assertion of there
being no good likely to result from the Revolution,

.that France had at length acquired by it that
/ freedom for which she had so long contended. This
‘statement of the matter is quite a perversion of his
- argument. He never said, or thought of saying,
that she was condemned to such a state of perpetual,
irreversible slavery, that no accident could extricate
her from it: What he really said and enforced was,
. that her Revolution, of which she was at first so
‘;proud, contained no one principle of which a wise
‘or good man could approve ; that all its acts, means,
and purposes, were equally indefensible ; and that, of
itself; it was not likely to lead to any system. of ra-
tional freedom. Experience has taught us that it
did not of itself introduce, or attempt to introduce,
any such system.

As to the other clause in the criti¢’s remark,
about France having contended for the establish-
ment of her constitutional freedom, it is so notori-
ously contrary to fact, that the wonder has been how
perseveringly she struggled against it. She never,
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in fact, seriously set about seeking it; neither did
she, by the exertion of any wisdom, talent, or intel-
ligence of her own, win it. The freedom, or at
least the rudiments of freedom, which she now en-
joys, was thrust upon her. A series of unexpected -
and fortuitous circumstances, which she not only did
not forward, but on the contrary opposed by every
means in her power, led to the production and es-
tablishment of the Charter. That important measure, |
therefore, so far from being her own work, was the
work of the combined armies of Europe.

It may be doubted, indeed, whether she ever pos-
sessed any clear conception of the blessings of a free:
constitution, or understood anything about howitwas
to be introduced or managed. For with the example‘
of England before her, which might be considered a -
sufficientguard against committing grossmistakes,she
plunged every succeeding year from her first efforts
deeper and deeper into error; floundering from simple
financial embarrassments into general anarchy, from
anarchy into a system of the bloodiest massacre and
tyranny, from this into the crude and impracticable
scheme of a directory, from a directory into a
mawkish imitation of the consular govérnfnent of
ancient Rome, and from this product of folly, mto
the next and natural stage, a grinding military des-'
potism. In all this series of changes there was no ap-'
proach to the establishment of consistent, steady,prac-
tical liberty. And at the beginning of 1814 she had
neither in fact nor in appearance advanced one step
nearer to obtaining it, than in 1714, or any other
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period of her history, nor was likely so to do, had
not the wild ambition of her ruler provoked his own
downfal and led to the general change in her institu-
tions. Consequently, France has no claim whatever
(to be considered her own liberator; she struggled
“hard, on the contrary, to continue enslaved, and was
at length only drubbed out of her chains. And a
constitutional system, the most valuable present that
could possibly be made to any nation, worth more
than all the conquests she ever effected had she been
permitted toretain them all, has been the voluntary
g]ft of her conquerors.

So little, therefore, did her revolutlon, with all its
spoliations, proscriptions, terrors, massacres, and
wars, for more than twenty-two years, effect for its
nominal aim—that of giving freedom and security
to her people. And so fully was the anticipation of
Mr. Burke verified, that an event which inflicted
and permitted so many evils, could scarcely, if left
to itself, be productive of good.

The Addenda contain some particulars which
were mislaid during the progress of the work ; and
likewise a few others which came to hand too late to
be inserted in their proper places.



