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TO

EDMUND BURKE, Ef.

SIR,

SHALL make no apology for
I dedicating to you a new edi-
tion of THE SPiriT OF PaTRrIO=
T1sMyAND THE IDEA OF A PATRIOT
King; a compofition of Lord
Bolingbroke, which he feems to
have laboured with great art, and
on which he has beftowed that
polifh, and thofe nice and finifh-
ing ftrokes, which he had neglec-
ted to give to his other works. -
| A The



vi DEDICATION:

The Author had no common
views when he fet down to this
work. He {peaks of it with more
than pate"rnal fondnefs. Full of
the glorious effe@ts which the
reign of a Patriot King would
produce, and willing to imagine
himfelf the happy inftrument to
form {o noble a chara&er ; in the
conclufion ef his book, he breaks
out into the following pathetic,
'and, as he hoped, prophetical
expreflions ] ¢« Thofe who live
““ to fee fuch happy days, and to
““ a& in fo glorious a fcene, will,
c Perhaps, call to mind with fome
€ tendernefs of fenument, the
e man who contributed his mite
“ to carry on {o great a work, and
¢ who defired hfe for nothing fo

<« much,
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¢« much as to fee a King of Great
¢ Britain, the moff popular man in
¢ pis country, anda Patriot Kz'ﬂg
£ gt tbe Zneaa' of an umted people.”

Amongf’c thofe who lay claim
to ‘the generous title of Patriot,
how few dre there who know any
thing of the true {pirit of Pa-
trioti{in ?” The name of a Patrior,
it is ‘true;, they are willing to af-
fume, for the fame reafon, that
they would put on a rich and
fplendld robe ; the one gives .an
ornament to the -perfon, and the
other adds a luftre to the cha-
racter ; but both are eafily laid -
afide, when either pleafure or in-
tereft, ambition or convemency
‘demands. ot e
S A 2 Your
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Your chara&er, Sir, has ever
been fo ineftimable in private and
‘public life, as to give the nation
the ftrongeft affurances of your
perfifting to deferve the glorious
name of Patriot. Bleft with the
copious and commandmg elo-
quence, and all the various abili-
ties of a Bolingbroke, your con-
dué has been, and, I'doubt not,
ever will be, more fteady and uni-
form than his. In advanced age,
he lamented the confequences of
pafhions, which he had indulged in
early and middle life, and, from
his clofet, hoped to make atone-
- ment, by his excellent political
writings, for his former ~unfteady
and excentric condu&. Your
advances to the Tcmpl;e of

Honour,
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Honour, werenot fudden and irre-
gular, but gradual and progzeflive.
T here is, therefore, no reafon to
fear your being precipitated from
that eminence by the impetuous
gufts of paffion, or the violent
ftorms of ambition.

Permit me to congratulate' you
on the choice which the free citi-
zens of Briftol have made of you
for a Reprefentative. They in-
tended to confer 2 favour on you,
but, in the opinion of the pub-
lic, they have done honour to
themfelves. - Thofe only are fit
to reprefent the Sons of Freedom
who are incapable of mean arts
to attain that honour. You did
not flatter your Conftituents by

A3 pro-.
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promifing more than you pur-
pofed to perform you hOneﬁly
laid before them the plan of your
intended conduct. A Britifh Se-
nator, like you, will.not flatter
either Prince or People : he only
is a true friend to both, who fup-
ports, to the utmoft of his power,
the prerogative of the crown, and
the rights of the people, as they
are fixed by the laws of the land..

 Iam, Srr,
Your moft obedient,
"Humble Servant,

‘Nov. 29, 1774,
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Hatever may have been the decifi-
on of “the public, concerning the
phxlofophlcal works of Lord Bolingbroke,
it is univerfally agreed, that his political
‘writings contain a perfect {yftem ‘of prac-
tical politics ; written with an energy of
file, and a ftrength of reafoning, not to be
found in the Eflays of our moft celebrated
writers upon Government.

~ Befides thefe qualifications requifite
in an Author, who prefumes to dictate
in matters -of which every man thinks
hxmfelf a competent judge, Lord Boling-

broke
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broke has enlivened his fubject with a bril-
liancy of wit, and a poignancy of raillery,
which gives an embellithment to his ftile,
and a relith to his argument, and ferves to
take off that drynefs incidental to Ioglcal
deduction.

But, indeed, the intrinfic value of
thefe works, chiefly confifts in the: great
variety of admarab?b and judicious obfer-
vations upon our Hiftorical Tranfalions
and State Revolutions ; which form, al-
together, an excellent and rational com-
mentary upon the conﬁxtutron of thxs
kingdom. : '

He that would appty proper remedies
to the milchiefs flowing from accidental
breaches in our happy eftablithment, and
which derive their or':gin from the violent
prejudices of party, and the blind rage of
fation; from the weaknefs and wicked-
nefs of minifters, from the corruptton of
paraments, and the incroachment of pre-
rogative, muft feck for them Yn thcﬁe vo-
iumes

Bolmg-
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Bolingbroke was no {peculative writer,
who by ranfacking the records of mufty
books, forms fine fpun fchemes of Uto-
pian Government in his clofeg. No; he
was a vigorous agent, and fkilful con-
du@or, in the moft difficalt and trying
emergencies of the ftate.  He tells us no
more than what he knew, and advifes

nothing but what he put in pra&ice him-
felf.

He was well apprized that his writings
would be examined with the moft piercing -
and jealous eye, and with the moft inquifi-
torial and malevolent fpirit ; he, therefore,
compofed his Effays with a defign to form
a lafting and regular plan of political ra-
tiocination, which might, at all times, be
ferviceable to his country; and prove a
warning and a leflon, in his own age, to
thofe who equally dreaded and admired
his abilities. —

It is a common, though, perhaps,
ufelefs piece of curiofity, to enter into a
<difcuffion of which is the beft compofi-

tion



‘xXiv Tue PuBrLIisHER

‘tion of a great writer, amongft many others
almoft equally good. :

An ingenious gentleman who has lately
favoured the public with fome curious
‘anecdotes relating to Lord Bolingbroke,
-aferts, in very pofitive terms, that his letter
to Sir William Wyndham is his great
mafter piece.

It cannot be denied that this is a very
elaborate performance, and contains a
very artful, as well as fpmtcd vindication
of Bolingbroke’s conduét, in the moft
critical part of his life.  But however
meritorious this letter may be, when
confidered in a certain view, and as an
abfolute dete@ion of the folly and ab-
furdity of jacobitical and high tory prin-
ciples: it cannot be deemed a work alto-
gether fo ufeful and interefting to the
community, as Treatifes written with a
defign to point out effential errors in
government, to redify the miftakes and
blunders of minifters, and to expofe, in

proper - colours, their corrupt and iniqui-
tous
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tous proceedings : to recover our loft con-
ftitution, by bringing it back to firft prin-
ciples, and to fix it on a durable bafis, by
proving the neceffity of the independency
of one branch of the legiflature on the
other : it is plain then this tra&t cannot,
from the inferiority of the fubjet, be
juftly - compared either to Oldcq/i/e’.: Re-
marks on the Hiftory of England; the
Differtation on Parties, or The lica of a
Patriot King.

Dr. Gold(mith, in his thort, but el=gant,
life of Lord Bolingbroke, has indeed «b-
ferved, that in his inimitable work of the
Dzffertation on Parties, this great writer
bad fummoned up the whole vigour of
bis mind, and defigned it as a parting blow
to Walpole and his adherents.

Dr. Hunter, in his {ketch of the philo-
fophical charaGer of Lord Bolingbroke,
beftows great and juft encomiums on his
Political Works, but after fome reafon-
able dedu&ions from the merit of his
notions refpecting the facred writings,

o he
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he feems to give the preference, on the
whole, to his Lezters on tbe Study zmd Use

of Hiftory.

Lord Cheflerfield, in a letter to his fon,
M. Stanhope, extols to the fkies, T4z Spi-
rit of Patriotifm, and the Idea of a Patriot
King ; this work he recommends as a per-
fe& model of ftyle, and frankly confefles,
that he was unacquainted with the. extent
and power of the Englifh language, till he
_.read that book.

From thefe feveral opinions of inge-
nious and eminent authors, we may
reafonably conclude, that the political
writings of Bolingbroke, are' the power-
ful efforts of a great genius, long exer-
cifed in bufinefs ; that théy are not only
remarkable for vigour of flile, but va-
luable for their ufefulnefs to fociety. It
is evident, that they are the deliberate
and mature thoughts of a man, who
had furveyed, with accuracy the feveral
forms of ancient and modern govern<
ment, and preferred that of his own

country
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country to them all. And, laftly, that he
laboured with ardour and fincerity to efta-
blith the conftitution of this kingdom, on
the beft and firmeft foundation ; the equal
maintenance of the legal prerogative of the
crown, and the juft rights aud privileges
of the people.

, Noyember, 1774«



