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cellency of their water,

LETTZER XXXVL
To Mr. Pope.
Bclgrade-Village, June 17, O, s,
I HOPE, before this time, you
have received two or three of my letters. I had
your’s but yefterday, though dated the third of
February, in which you fuppofe me to be dead
and buried. I have already let you know that

_Tam ftill alive ; but to fay truth, I look upon

my prefent circumftances to be exaltly the fame
with thofe of departed fpirits. The heats of
Conftantinople have driveh me to thjs place,
which perfeitly anfwers the defeription of the
Elyfian fields. I am in the middle of 2 wood,

confifting chiefly of frujt trees, . watered by a

vaft number of fountains, famous for the ex-

and divided into many
It grafs, that feems to
“‘ flured, is the pure
work of n Eﬁfeﬂlthmr@p of the Black Sea,

from whe téw&pefp‘étugl}l& enjoy the refrefh-
Vo IINCr, | g ment
\mﬁ;/ﬁ

thady walks, y




(2)

ment of cool breezes, that make us infenfible

of the heat of the fummer. The village is only
inhabited by the richeéft amongft the Chriftians, |

who meet every night at a fountain, forty

paces from my houfe, tofing and dance, The

beauty and drefs of the women, exaltly re- :

femble the ideas of the antient nymphs, as

‘they'ai‘e given us by the reprefentations of the |
‘poets and painters. But what perfuades me |
more fully of my deceafe, is the fituation of i
‘my own mind, the profound ignorance I amin, ::
of what pafles among the living (which only |
comes to me by chance) and the great calm- |

nefs with which I receive it. Yet I have ftill
a hankering after my friends and acquaintances
left in the world, according to the authority of

‘that admirable author,

That fpiriis departed are wonderous kind
To friends and relations left bebind,
Which no body can deny.

Of which folid truth 1 am a’ dead ‘inftance, I |
‘think Virgil is of the fame opinion, that in :
human

‘ -’au«thors;;Friday, {pent in writin

-Friday, Mrs, Chetwynd’s, &c.

(3)
human fouls there will fhll be fome remains of
human paffions:
=——Cura non ipfee in morie relinguunt,

And ’tis very Vx‘leceﬂ‘ary to make a perfect Ely-
fium, that there thould be a river Lethe, wh}qh
Y am not fo happy as to find. To fay truth‘, I
am fometimes very .weary of the finging and

_dancing, and funthine, and with _for“thé fmoke

and impertinencies in which you toil ; though

I endeavour to perfuade myfelf that I live in

more agreeable variety than you doy and that
Mpn{d‘:a’y, fettiqg of partridges ; v'l:ye._gday,
teading Englifh ; Wednefday, ftudying in the
Tur];iﬂylgggu’z_zge, (in which, by thé Qva);, I
am already very learned ;) Thurfday, claffical
o3 Saturday,
at my needle, and Sunday, admitting of vifits
and hearing of mufic, s a better way of dif.
pofing of the week, than Monday at the draw-
Ing-room; Tuefday, Lady Mohun’s ; Weq.
nefday, at the opera; Thurfday, the play;

4 perpetual

B2 round




‘T am fhill warmly fenfible of yours and M’

C ( 5)
LETT E R XXXVIL

( 4 )

round of hearing the fame fcandal, and feein :
the fame follies a&ed over and over, whic

To the Lady

Belgrade-Village, June 17, O. S.

¥ T HEARTILY beg your lady-
.ﬂp’spudon but I really could not forbear
Inaghing heartily at your letter, and tge com-

piions you are pleafed to honour me with. You
{defirewme to buy you 2 Greek flave, who is to
ifbrefs.of a thoufand'good qualities, The

~afe fubje@s, and not flaves. Thofe
¢ to be bought in that manner, are
h as are taken in war, or ftolen by
8; from Ruffia, Circaflia or Georgia,
; uch miferable aukward poor wretches,

‘would not think any of them worthy to be
'ﬁt houfé-maids. *Tis true, that many thou«
fandswere taken in the Morea; but they have
been moft of them redeemed by the charitable
~/mmh|twns of the Chriftians, or ranfomed
By their own relations at Venice. The fine
ﬁlﬂ that vmt upon the grmt ladies, or

B3 o ferve

here affeét me no more than they do other dea
people. I can now hear of difpleafing thin
with pity and without indignation. The r
fle&tion on the great gulph between you and
me, cools all news that come hither. I can
neither be fenfibly touched with joy or grlef,
when I confider that, poffibly, the caufe ol
‘either is removed, before the letter comes
my hands. But (as I faid before) this ind
lence does not extend to my few friendfhips

Congreve’s, and defire to live in your reme
brance, though dead to all the world befide.

I am, &c. &

LE®
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( 6)

ferve the pleafures of the great men, are all ',

bought at the age of eight or nine years old, and

educated with great care to'accomplifh them in
finging, dancing, embroidery, &c. they are -
conimonly Circaffiains, and their patron never -

fells them, except it is as a punifhment for

fome very great fault. If ever they grow weary' 1

of them, they either prefent them to a friend,
or give them their freedom. Thofe that aré

expoled to fale at the markets, are always either
guilty of fome crime; or fo entirely worthlefs, §
that they are of o ufe at all. I am afraid you |
will doubt the truth of this account, which, I }
own, is very different from our common no- "'
tions in' England ; but it is no lefs truth forall §
that.—Your whole letter is full of miftakes
from one end to the other. I fee you have taken |
your ideas of Turkey from that worthy author |
Dunmont, who has writ with equal ignorance §
and confidence. Tis a particular pleafure to 4
me here, to read the voyages to the Levant, i

which are generally fo far removed from truth,

and

(7))
and fo full of abfurdities. I am very well di-
verted with.them. They never fail giving you
an account of the women, whom, ’tis certain
they never faw, and talking very wifely of the
genius of the men, into whofe company they
are never admitted; and very often defcribe
Mofques, which they dared not evensep into,
The Turks are very proud, and will not con-
verfe with a ftranger, they are not affured is
confiderable in his own country. I fpeak of
the men of diftinttion ; for, as to the ordinary
follows, you may imagine what ideas their
sonvenfakion can give of the general genius of

e people,

As to the balm of Mecca, I will certaiply

fend you fome but it is not fo eafily got as

you {uppofe xt, and I caonot in confcience ad-
vife you to make ufe of it. I know not how

it comes to have fuch yniverfal applaufe, All

the ladies of my acquaintance at London and
Vienna, have begged me to fend pots of it to
them, 1 have had a prefent of a fmall quan-

’

tity




(8)
tity (whieh I'll affure you is very valuable) of
the beft fort, and with great joy applied it to
my face, expelting fome wonderful effe& to
my advantage. 'The next morning the change,
indeed was wonderful ; my face was fwelled to
a very extraordinary fize, and all over as red
as my Lady H——’s. It remained in this la-
mentable ftate three days, during which you
may be fure I paflfed my time veryill. T be-
lieved it would never be otherwife ; and to add
to my mortification, Mr. W——y reproached
my indifcretion without ceafing, However,
my face is fince in flatu guo; nay, I’m told by
the ladies here, that ’tis much mended by the
operation, which I confels I cannot perceive
in my looking-glafs. Indeed, if one was to
form an opinion of this balm from their faces,
one thould think very well of it. They all
make ufe of it, and have the lovelieft bloom in
the world. For my part, I never intend to
endure the pain of it again; let my complexion
take its natural courfe, and decay in its own

due

(9)
due time. I have very little efteem for medi-
éines of this nature; but do as you pleafe,
Madam ; only remember, before you ufe it,
that your face will not be fuch as you will
care to fhew in the diawing-room for fome
days after. If one was to believe the women
in this country, there is a {urer way of making
one’s {elf beloved, than by becoming hand-
fome, though you know that’s our method.
But they pretend to the knowledge of fecrets,
that by way of enchantment, give them the
entire empire over whom they pleafe. For
;ne,. who am not very apt to believe in won-
-ders, I cannot find faith for this. I difputed
the point laft night with a lady, who really
talks very fenfibly on any other fubje& ; but
fhe was downright angry with me, in that fhe
did not perceive the had perfuaded me of the truth
of forty ftories fhe told me of this kind ; and,

at laft, mentioned feveral ridiculous marriages,
that there could be no other reafon affigned for,
I aflured her, that in England, where we

were




( 10 )
were entirely ignorant of all magick, where
the climate is not half fo warm, nor the wo-
man half fo handfome, we were not without
our ridiculous marriages; and that we did not
look upon it as any thing fupernatural, when
a man played the fool for the fake of a wo-
man. But my arguments could not convince
her againft (as fhe faid) her certain know-
ledge. To this the added, that fhe fcrupled
making ufe of charms herfelf; but that fhe
could do it whenever fhe pleafed ; and flaring
me in my face, faid, {with a very learned air)
that no enchantments would have their effeéts
upon me, and that there were fome peéple
exempt from their power, but very few. You
may imagine how- I laughed at this difcourfe :
but all the women are of the fame opinion,
They don’t pretend to any commerce with

.the devil, but only that there are certain com-

pofitions adapted to infpire love. If one-

gould fend over 2 fhip-load of tkem, I fancy
it would be a very quick way of raifing an

eftate,

()

eftate,.  'What would not fome ladies of our

acquaintance give for fuch merchandize ?

Adieu, my dear lady—-—I cannot conclude
my letter with a fubje& that affords more de-
lightful fcenes to the imagination. I leave
you to figure to yourfelf, the extreme court
that will' be made to me, at my return, if my
travels (hould furnith me with fuch a ufefal
piece of learning, I am, dear Madam,

Your, &c, &e,




L ETT E R XXXVIL
To Mrs, T.

Pera of Conftantinople, Jan. 4, O. S.

I A M infinitely obliged to you, dear

Mrs. T, for your entertaining letter. You
are the only one of my correfpondents that
have judged right enough, to think 1 would
gladly be informed of the news amongft you.
All the reft of them tell me (almoft in the fame
words) that they fuppofe I know every thing,.
Why they are pleafed to fuppofe in this man-
ner, I can guefs no reafon, except they are
perfuaded that the breed of Mahomet’s pigeon
ftill fubfifts in this country, and that I receive
fupernatural intelligence. I wifh I could re-
turn your goodnefs with fome diverting ac-
counts from hence. But1 know not what part
of the fcenes here would gratify your curiofity,
or whether you have any curiofity at all, for
things fo far diftant. To fay the truth, I am,
at

at this prefent writing, not very much turned
for the recollection of what is diverting, my
head being wholly filled with the preparations
neceffary for the increafe of my family, which
I expe& every day. You may eafily guefs at
my uneafy fituation. But I am, however,
comforted in fome degree, by the glory that
accrues to me from it, and a refleCtion on
the contempt I fhould otherwife fall under.
You won’t know what to make of this fpeech;
but, in this country, ’tis more'defpicable to be
‘married and not fruitful, than ’tis with us to
be fruitful before marriage. They have 2 no-
tion, that whenever a woman leaves off bring-
ing forth children, ’tis becaufe the is too old
for that bufinefs, whatever her face fays to the
contrary.  This opinion makes the ladies here
fo ready to make proofs of their youth, (which
is as neceflary in order to be a received beauty,
as it is to thew the proofs of nobility, to be
admitted Knights of Malta) that they do not
content themfelves with ufing the natural

means,




(14 )
means, but.fly to all forts of quackeries  to
avoid the fcandal of being paft child-bearing,
and often kill themfelves by them. Without
any exaggeration, all the women of my ac-
quaintance have twelve or thirteen children
and the old ones boaft of having had five and
twenty or thirty apiece, and are refpefted ac-
cording to the number they have produced,—
When they are with child, ’tis their common
expreflion to fay, They hope God will be fo

merciful as to fend them two this time; apd = |

when I have afked them. {ometimes, how they
expected to provide for fuch a flock as they de-
fire? they anfwer, that the plague will cer-
tainly kill half of them ; which indeed, gene-
rally happens without much concern to the pa-
rents, who are fatisfied with the vanity of hav-
ing brought forth fo plentifully. ‘The French
Ambafladrefs is forced to comply with this
fafhion as well as myfelf. She has not been
here much above a year, and has lain in once,
and is big again. What is moft wonderful,

is,

( 15)
is, the exémption they feem to enjoy from the
turfe entailed on the fex. They fee all com-
pany on the day of their delivery, and at the
fortnight’s end return vifits, fet out in their
jewels and new clothes. I with I may find the
influen¢e of the climate in this particular,
But I fear' I fhall continue an Englith woman
4n that affair, as well as 1 do in my dread of
fire and plague, which are two things very
little feared here. ~Moft families have had
their houfes burnt down once or twice, occa-
"fioned by their extraordinary way of warming
-'themfelves, which is neither by chimnies nor
-ftoves, but by a certain machine called 2 Ten-
dour, the height of two feet, in the form of a
-table, covered with a fine carpet or embroi-

dery. This is made only of wood, and they

- put into it a fmall quantity of hot athes, and

fit with their legs under the carpet. At this
‘table they work, read, and, very often, fleep;
and if they chance to dream, kick down the
Tendour, and the hot athes commonly fet the

houfe




( 16 )

houfe on fire, There were five hundred

boufes burnt in this manner about a fortnight
ago, and 1 have feen feveral of the owners
fince, who feem not at all moved at fo com-
mon a misfortune.  They put their goods
into a Bark, and fee their houfes burn with
great philofdphy, their perfons being very
feldom endangered, having no flairs to defcend.

But having entertained you with things I
don’t like, ’tis but juft I fhould tell you fome-
thing that pleafes me. The climate is de-
lightful in the extremeft degree. I am now
fitting, this prefent fourth of January, with
the windows open, enjoying the warm fhine
of the fun, while you are freezing over a fad
fea-coal fire; and my chamber is fet out with
carnations, rofes, and jonquils, freth from
my garden. 1 am alfo charmed with many
points of the Turkith law, to our thame be
it fpoken, better defigned, and better executed
than ours; particularly, the punifhment of
convicted liars (triumphant criminals in our

country,

( 7))
country, God knows:) They are burnt in
the forehead with a hot iron, when they are
proved the authors of any notorious falfe-
hoods. How many white forcheads fhould
we fee disfigured? How many fine gentle-
men would be forced to wear their wigs as

low as their eye-brows, were this law in prac-

 tice with us ? I fhould go on to tell you many

other parts of juftice, but I muft fend for my
midwife,

Vor. II. C LET-




L ETTE R XXXIX

To the Countefs of ——.

e

Pera of Conftantineple, March 10, O.§. j

I HAV E not written to you,

dear Sifter, thefe many months—a great piece |
of fetf-denial. But I know not where to direct, §
or what part of the world you arein, I have §

received no letter from you fince that fhort note

of April laft, in which you tell me, that you ‘

‘are on the point of leaving England, and pro- -

mife me a direGion for the place you ftay in;

but I have, in vain, expected it till now, and }

now I only learn from the Gazette, that you 1

( 19 )
while you are exempt from all the fatigues and
inéonveniencies.

Iﬁ the firft place then, I with you joy of
your niece; for I was’ brought to-bed of a

dadghter * five weeks ago. I don’t mention
this as one of my diverting adventures ; tho’
I ﬁil’iﬁ own, that it is not half fo mortifying
heére as in England ; there being as much diffe-
refice; as there is between a little cold in the
héad; whick fometimes happens here, and the
con{hmlytion coughs fo common in London,
No body keeps their houfe a month for lying~
in; and I am not fo fond of any of our cuf-
toms, as to retain them when they are not ne-
eeflary. I returned my vifits at three weeks

end, and about four days ago croffed the fea
which divides this place from Conﬁantinoé]e,
, to maké a new one, where I had the good for~
tune to pick up many curiofities. 1 went to
fee the Sultana Hafiten, favourite of the late
Emperor Mutftapha, who, you know, (or per-
haps you don’t know) was depofed by his bro-

are returned, which induces me to venture this §

letter to your houfe at London. I had rather
ten of my letters thould be loft, than you ima- ,‘
gine I don’t write; and I think it is hard for-|
tune, if one in ten don’t reach you. However, |
I am refolved to keep the copies, as teftimonies §
of my inclination to give you, to the utmoft of§
my power, all the diverting part of my travels, !

® The prefent Countefs of Bute,

while C2 ther
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(20 )
ther, the reigning Sultan, and died a few wee ¥
after, being poifoned, as it was generally bey
lieved. This lady was immediately after hig
death, faluted with anabfolute order to leave thg
Seraglio and choofe herfelf a2 hufband among]

the/great men at the Porte. I fuppofe you may]

‘imagine her overjoyed at this propofal,.——

Quite the contrary.——Thefe women, wh
are called and efteem themfelves Queens, loo
upon this liberty as the greateft difgrace and]
affront that can happen to them. She threw}
herfelf at the Sultan’s feet, and begged him to}
poignard her, rather than ufe his brother’s
widow with that contempt. She reprefented]
to him, in agonies of forrow, that fhe wa§
privileged from this misfortune, by having
brought five princes into the Ottoman family
but all the boys being dead, and only one gir
furviving, this excufe was not received, an
fhe was compelled to make her choice, Sh
chofe Bekir Effendi, then fecretary of ftate,]
and above four-fcore years old, to convince]

the]

( 21 )
‘the world that fhe firmly intended to keep the
- vow fhe had made, of never fuffering a fecond
hufband to approaéh her bed; and fince fhe
muft honour fome fubje& fo far, to be called
.- his, the would chufe him, asa mark of her
gratitude, ﬁn;é it was he that had prefented
drer at the age of ten years to her laft lord..
B'ut fhe never permitted him to pay her one
vifit ; ,» ‘though it is now fifteen years fhe has
) %én in his houfe, where fhe pafles her time in
uainterrupted mourning, with a conftancy very

i ;litﬂe:kn.own in Chriftendom, efpecially in a

: wow of one and twenty, for fhe is now but
“giblaty fix. She has no black Eunuchs for her

. .glard, her hufband being obliged ‘to refpe

“her as a Queen, and not to enquire at 2ll, into
. ‘'what is-done in her apartment.

" Twasled into a large room, with a fofa the
whole length of it, adorned with white marble
pillars like 2 Ruelle, covered with pale blue
ﬁgnred velvet, on a filyer ground, with cu-

~ thions of the fame, where I was defired to re-
- pofe till the Sultana appeared, who had con-
’ Cs3 trived




( 22 )

trived this manner of reception to avoid rifing
up at my entrance, though fhe made me an in- i,
clination of her head when I rofe up to her. 1
was \‘/cry élad to obferve a lady that had been '

diftinguifhed by the favour of an Emperor, to

whoem beauties were, every day, prefented from

all parts of the world. But the did not feem to

me, to have ever been half fo beautiful, as the 1

fair Fatima [ faw at Adrianople; though fhe

had the remains of a fine face, more decayed by ]
forrow than time. But her drefs was fome- 4_
thing fo furprizingly rich, that I cannot for- ;:
bear defcribing it to you. She wore a veft |
called Dualma, which differs from a Caftan by
longer fleeves, and folding over at the bottom.
1t was of purple cloth, ftrait to her fhape, and |
thick fet, on each fide down to her feet and §
round the fleeves, with pearls of the beft water,
of the fame fize as their buttons commonly are. }
You muft not {uppofe that I mean as large as
thofe of my Lord ——, but about the bignefs §
of a pea; and to thefe buttons, large loops of

diamonds, inthe form of thofe gold loops, {ol

common -

( 23 )
cammon on birth-day coats. ‘This habit was
tied at the waift, with two large taflels of
finalker pearls, and round the arms embroidered
with Jarge diamonds. Her fhift was faftened at
the bottom, with a great diamond, fhaped like
a lozenge ; her girdle as broad as the broadeft
Englifh ribband, entirely covered with dia-

monds. Round her neck the wore three chains,

. which reached to her knees ; one of large pearl,

at the bottom of which hung a fine coloured
emerald as big as a turkey-egg; another, con-
fifting of two hundred emeralds, clofe joined
together, of the moft lively green, -perfeitly
matched, every one as large as a half-crown
piece, and as thick as three crown pieces,
and apother of fmall emeralds perfectly
round, But her ear-rings eclipfed all the reft.
They were two diamonds fhaped exally like
pears, as large as a big hazle-nut. Round her
Talpoche fhe had four ftrings of pearl—the
whiteft and moft perfe&t in the world, at leaft
enough to make four necklaces, every one as
large as the Duchefs of Marlborough’s, and of

the




( 24 )

fithing of a large ruby for the middle ftone, and
round them twenty drops of clean diamonds to ]
each., Befides this, her head-drefs was covered ,
with bodkins of cmeralds and diamonds. She ‘5
wore large diamond bracelets, and had five rings ]
on her fingers (except Mr. Pitt’s) the largeft I

ever faw in my life.

pute the value of thefe things ;

to the common eftimation of jewels in our part
of the world, her whole drefs muft be worth a -}
hundred thoufard pounds fterling, This I am J
fure of, that no European Queen has half the ]
quantity, and the Emprefs’s jewels, though .

very fine, would look very mean near hers.

She gave me a dinner of fifty dithes of meat,

which (after their fathion) were placed on the |

table but oneat a time, and was extremely te-

dious. But the magnificence of her table an-

{wered very well to that of her drefs. The
knives were of gold, and the hafts fet with

diamonds.  But the piece of luxury which
grieved my eyes, was the table cloth and nap-

kins,

b

the fame thape, faftened with two rofes, con- ]

"T's for jewellers to com-

but, according §

( 25 )

. kins, which were all tiffany embroidered with

filk and gold, in the fineft manner, in natural
flowers. It was with the utmoft regret that I
made ufe of thefe coftly napkins, which were as
finely wrought as the fineft handkerchiefs that
ever came out of this country. You may be
fure, that they were entirely {poiled before
dinner was over. The fherbet (which is the

liquor they drink at meals) was ferved in china

bowls ; but the covers and falvers mafly gold.

After dinner, water was brought in gold ba-

- fons, and towels of the fame kind with the

napkins, which I very unwillingly wiped my
hands upon, and coffee was ferved in china
with gold Soucoups*.

The Sultana feemed in 2 very good humour,
and talked to me with the utmoft civility, I

did not omit this opportunity of learning all
that I poffibly could of the Seraglio, which is
She aflured
me that the ftory of the Sultan’s throwing a
' " handkerchief

fo entirely unknown amongft us,

* Saucers,




