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INnpua AnekceeBHa Yapckas
IlecoBuuka

Jlopoeomy, eouncmeenromy moemy FOpuxy
noCéawar Smu HO8eCmy

...TOTJIa OKHBAJI CTapbIil lec. CBETIIAKY 3aKUTAHUCh B TPAaBE, U Ky3HEUHUKH
nenn Ha ObutMHKaX. JlyHa Bcxomuna. [omyOble 3mb(bI KPYKUIHCh B BO3IYyXE,
HapsITHBIE U TIECTPhIC, KAK MOTBUIBKH. ..

U npa3gHuk HaunHAICA. . .

W3 yamy HeMpOHUIIAeMOU BBIXOJWIIA CTaphbie, XPOMBIE JIeIINe, C KO3bUMHU
HOTaMH, ¥ MOJIOZIbIE, CTPOIHBIE, CMYTJIbIC JIECOBHYUKH, 3€JIEHOKY/IPHIC, C TIa3aMu
TEMHBIMH, KaK HOYHAsI MIJIa, C KOCAMH JIO TISAT, C XUIIHON YIBIOKOH, YITPIOMO U
KO ecelsuecs... VM pycanku U3 TONMKHUX 03ep, MOAPYTU TE€X 3eIMECHOKYIPBIX
IIaPEBEH JIeCa, YIPIOMBIX U CTPAITHBIX JIECHBIX CUOMILT, CMESICh, BBITLIBIBAIIH. ..

W npa3gHuk HaunHAICA. . .

Ompul8oK U3 HeU30aAHHOU CKA3KU
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Yactb nepBas
B PO30BOM YCALILEBE

MaBal
CmMmepTenbHasa onacHoCTb. — BbicTpen

— OcranoBure ux! OcraHoBUTE! — MPOH3UTENBHO PE3KO MPOHECCS M0 JIECY TPOMKHUI, OTYa-
SIHHBIN BOILJIb.

Ho Hukakue cuisl He MOTIIM Obl OCTAaHOBUTH BUXPEM MYaBIIIekcs Tpoliku. BHe3armHo pa3bir-
paBIIasics Tpo3a ¢ TPOMOBBIMHU yapaMU U 3Ur3araMi MOJHHUH MpPHUBENia B HEMCTOBOE OEIIEHCTBO
koHel. OHM CJIOMS TOJIOBY HECJHCh BCE BIIEPE. U BIIEpell, ¢ KaXkI0i MUHYTON BCE yCKOpss Oer.
Kyuep enBa ynepxuBan BOXIKU U, O XPUIOTHl HAJPHIBAACh, KPUYAJ HAa OJUYABIIMX OT CTpaxa
JKUBOTHEIX.

Koraa oraeHHbIe MBI MOJTHUH TIPOpE3aid YepHOE HeOO, OCBeNas Ha KOPOTKUE MTHOBEHHS
JieC, U3 KOJISICKU BBITVISIBIBAJIO CMEPTEIbHO OleTHOE JTMYUKO MOJOACHBKON JNEBYIIKH, a PSAIOM C
HUM HE MEHEee B3BOJIHOBAHHOE JIMIIO MOKUIIOTO MY>KUHHBI.

— INana! mana! Ecnn AHApoH He yAepXHUT KOHEil — Mbl moruOHeM... Benp 3aech qomkHa
ObITh Hemojanieky YepTroBa MacTh... ITO yKacHO! yXKacHO! — MCCTYIIIEHHO 3BEHEN BCE TOT Ke
CPBIBAIOIIMIICS, UICITYTAHHBIN U IPOKALUI TOJIOCOK.

— Ycnoxoiicsa, Hara! Yemoxkoiics, Most AeBouka. bor gact, Mul. ..

Ho ronoc my>xunHbI copBaics, He 1oroBopuB (pa3bl. HoBEIi, emle 6onee oTYasiHHBIN yaap
rpoMa MOTPSC JIEC C €r0 BEPILIMHBI 0 OCHOBaHUA. B TOT ke MU JI0IIa M pBaHY/IUCh BOEPE CO
CTpPAIIHOW CUJION M MOHECIHCH 03 YACPKY.

— MBpI moru6mu! — BEIPBanoCh HOBBIM BOILIIEM U3 ITyOHHBI KoJsicku. — Mama! Bepouka! Hanb!
He yBuxy Bac 6onbiie... Hukorna... HUKOTIA. .. — phIIajl, CPhIBAsCh HAa KaXKIOW HOTE, BEIMYUCH-
HBIM y’KaCOM TOHKHUM rOJIOCOK JAEBYLIKH.

TeMa HOuUM McYe3ana U CHOBA YEpHENa; CBET MEHSUJICS CO MIJIOH, Kak Obl urpas B yKac-
HYI0, 3JIOICKCKYI0 U CTUXUIHYIO UTpy. BenukaHbl-AepeBbs LIyMENH IIIyX0 M 370Beme. A Tam,
HEBJIAJICKE, B BOCBMH WJIH JICCATH CAKCHSX, 3Usijla CTPAIHbIM, 0€310HHBIM I1a3oM UepToBa 1macThb,
OTPOMHBII U TIIyOOKUN 00PBIB, CKOpPEE MPOMACTh, CKPHIBABIIASCS B TIIyOUHE JIECHON Yallly.

Jlomanu Hecnuck mpsMo K oOpbIBy. Enle MuHyTa — 1 KoJsicka ¢ MyTHUKaMH JOJDKHA ObLia
HEMHUHYEMO UCYE3HYTh B 0e310HHOM mpomnactu. O0 ynep:ke KoHel He MOIJIO ObITh U PeYH. .. JKU-
naxk, yBIEKaeMbIii MU, MUaJICs, KaK jKallkasg UTPYIIKa, Ty[da, K THOeNIU U CMEPTH, BCe BIepel U
Briepe. .. OTyasitHHbIE BOILIM TENEPh HEMPEPBIBHO 3BYyYaIU U3 KOJISCKHU. . .

Kyuep enBa neprkasicst Ha Ko3/1ax, yXBaTUBILIKCH 32 Kpasi UX 0OEMMH pyKaMu, IPEIOCTaBUB
MIOJTHYIO BOJIIO JIOIIAJSIM, HE OylyuH B CHJIaX UX YIEPKaTh.

Bot onu yxe B Aty marax ot YepToBoit macTu, 6JIM30CTH KOTOPOii HE UyIOT Pa3ropsucHHbIC
ckaukoii nomau. .. Eme 6mmxke. .. Eme... «Celtuac... Bot... cMepTh 6e3BpeMeHHasl. .. y>KacHasl. ..
HEU30eKHas. ..» — MEJIbKAeT B FOJI0OBE MyTHUKOB, 3aTUXIIINUX B TIIyOUHE KOJISCKHU. . .

Bnpyr...

Cyxoii Tpeck... Kpuk y o6pbiBa... M HeoXuaaHHO, Cpear 3aTUXIIIEeH Ha MTHOBEHHE TPO3bI,
pazzmancs mo jecy rynkuil BeicTpen. KopeHHHK TpOoWKH clienasl OT4asHHEHIINM CKavok u, Oec-
CUJIBHO NIOBUCHYB Ha Jyre, CTajl TSKEJIO MPUIAAaTh K 3€MJIe BCEM CBOUM CUJIbHBIM TYJIOBHILIEM.
Temnnas, munkas cTpys MOTEKIJIa y HEro 1o Joy.

Kopennuk 0b11 MEpTB, CpaKeHHBIN METKOHN mynel. J[Be npyrue jomaau cTajad Ha MecTe,
TSKEJNO JbIIIA, POHSS MEHY U U3aBas MPOJOJIKUTEIbHOE XPUIIEHHE. . .
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OO6neryeHHBIN B30X BBIPBAJICS U3 TPYAH CITyTHUKOB, CHJICBIINX B KOJISICKE.

— AHzIpOH, 0TKy/a 3TOT BbIcTpen? Kro cTpensii? — OKIMKHY Kydepa ApoKalluii roioc.

Tot yxe cromns3, 4yyTh KUBOI, C KO3€JI M BO3WIJICS OKOJIO MEPTBOTO KOPEHHHKA, pacrpsras
TpO¥Ky... CnaceHue nocmnesuo BoBpeMs... Kosscka Haxoauaack BCETO B ABYX aplIMHaX OT KPYTOro
ckara YepToBoil macTu.

— DM, KT0 TyT? — KpUKHYJI AHAPOH, YyTh pa3indasi BO ThME MIEBEIUBIIYIOCS TYT K€ y Mpo-
MacTH YepHYI0, HeOOoMNbIIyI0 (Urypy. — 3auem crpensin? u! Kro Te1?

UYepHas ¢urypa, crosBilas y camoro kpasi oOpbIBa, 3alleBesiniach, IOTOM OITyCTUJIA €Ile
JBIMUBIIIEECS. PY)KbE, U HM3-TI0JI YEPHOTO HEMPOMOKAEMOTO KOXKyXa C KAIIOIIOHOM ITPO3BYYal
TUXUW OTBET:

—Hapno 6b110 cTpensatsh. .. Haue Obl BbI BCE TY/A. .. B IPOINACTb. .. A OT BBICTpEsia KOHU OTIOM-
HUJIUCh... CTanu... Jlocaga TONbKO: HEYassTHHO YOUT KOpeHHUK... He xorenock... Uro menars...
IPUILIOCH [TOKEPTBOBATH JIOLIAbIO. . .

Tomoc 3Byuan HEPOBHO M TITyXO, TOYHO TEPEIyTaHHbId WM B3BOJHOBAHHBIN BCEM CITyYHB-
HIAMCSI.

— Cmacub6o!.. crracu6o!.. bor ¢ Hero, ¢ bynankoii!.. Ber Hac Bcex cmaciu... Cam [ocrions
HaJIOyMMUJI BaC CTPEIISTh, — TOPSY0 OTBEYAJ MY)KUMHA, BEICKAKUBAs U3 KOJISICKU. — MBI BaM 00s13aHBI
KU3HBI0... Ckaxwure ke, KTo BbI?.. [Io pocTy U rogocy Maibuuk... pebeHok... Kak Te0s 30ByT,
roy04YMK? — JTaCKOBO 3aKJIFOUUI OH CBOIO PEUb.

Ho uepnas gurypka monyaina.

AHJPOH MEXIy T€M CyeTHJICS OKOJIO YOUTON BymnaHnku.

— OX, TBI, TOPIOIIKO-TOPE. .. 3HATHBIN OBLT KOHEK, — PACTEPSIHHO JIETIETaN OH ce0e 1o HOC. —
W xak tebs yropaszauio npsiMmo B Mopay crpenarts?.. To au Obl 1eno B HOTU... JKuB Obl octasncs
KOHEK... A TO B 100! DX, 93X, KaBep3HOE JeJI0 YOBITOK KaKoi BhIIIeN. .. bapuH, Bale CHsITENbCTBO,
00BIION YOBITOK, OaTrorka rpad...

— Momnuu, Aanpon! OH HaMm KU3HB CIac, ATOT BBICTPEI, — CTPOTO MPUKPUKHYIN TOT, KOTO
Ky4ep MOYTUTEIILHO HA3bIBAJl «BAIIUM CHATEIBCTBOM» U «TPadomM»».

3areM OH CHOBa OOpaTWICS K YepHOU Qurypke:

— Jla ckaxwu e MHE TBOE MMsI, MAIbUyTaH, YTOOBI 51 3HAJI, KOMY MBI 00s13aHBI )KH3HBIO. A
3aBTpa, 4yTh CBET, Ipuxoau B Po3osoe... S oTOnarogapro teds mienpo...

Ho yepnas ¢urypxka mo-npexxHemy morgana.

AHIpPOH MexAy TeM OoTHpsr jomazneil. Tskeno xyonmHynach O 3eMJII0 MEpTBasl roJioBa
Bynankwu, 10 5TOi MUHYTHI BUCEBIIAst HA YIPsKH Tyroi. C TUKUM XPUIIEHUEM JIBE IPYTHUE JIOIIAH
HOIATHIINCH Ha3a1. AHAPOH BIPST OIHY U3 HUX Ha MECTO YOUTOM, APYTYIO K CIIPUCTSIKKE» U, 00b-
SIBJISAS, YTO BCE TOTOBO M MOXKHO €XaTh JaJiblie, IOAOUIEN K CBOEMY IOCIIO/IMHY, BCE €Il B HEJI0-
YMEHMHU CTOSBLLEMY IE€peJl HOTPYKEHHOM B MOTYaHUE TAMHCTBEHHOU (PUTypKOA.

— Hy, uero 3aynpsmuics? I'oBopH, 4TO JIH, KTO Thl €CTh, 0€3bA3BIKHI Thl 3TaKUii! — ¢ CypoBOi
JIACKOBOCTBIO 00paTUiCs K CBOEMY HE3HAKOMOMY CHACUTE0 AHAPOH.

B Ty e MuHyTYy, OoCJIe 10JIrOro MpOMeXyTKa BpEMEHH, BHE3AITHO CHOBA OJIECHY Ia MOJIHUSL.
bnecnyna u o3apuia cUSTENBHOIO IrOCIOINHA, JOPOKHYIO KOJIICKY U MEPTBYIO JIOILIAJb Yy CKara
B OOpBIB. ..
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OcBetniia OHa M YEpHYIO QUTYpPKY B KOXKYXE, C PY’)KbEM B pyKax, CMyIJIO€, IOHOE JINYHKO,
CIyTaHHBIE, YepHBIE KYIPH, OBICTpPBIC, YEPHBIE, YTPIOMO TOPSIIHKE IV1a3a M B3I TUKOTO 3BEPbKa
OJ] TYCTBIMH HAXMYPEHHBIMH OPOBSIMH.

— JlecoBuuka! — HEO)KMJIAHHO HMCITyTaHHBIM 3BYKOM BBIPBAJIOCH U3 Ipyau AHApPOHA, U OH
MOIATUIICS HA JBa 11ara Ha3az.

UYepnas urypka OTIpsiHyJIa B CTOPOHY M OBICTPO MCYe3ia B KyCTax...
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Masalll
MNMocne rpo3bl

I'po3a 3aruxna. Hoxnap nepectan. Komsicka, 3anpsskeHHas yKe TOJIBKO Maporo JIOIIaAei
(MepTBOro KOPEHHUKA OCTaBWJIM Ha Kparo 0OpbIBa), TUXO U MEPHO KaTHJIACh T10 JIECHOW JOpOre.

Monyana HOYb. ..

A B 3TO BpeMs yepHas (purypka c py>kbeM B pyke 60apo maraia ot YepToBoil mactu B Iiy-
OMHY JIECHOM Yallly.

UepHas ¢urypka cOpocuiia ¢ rojoBbl KJI€EHYaTbIi KalIOUIOH U, MOACTaBUB CBOIO pa3ropsi-
YEHHYIO T'0JIOBY HAaBCTPEUYy CBEXKEW MIOJNILCKOW HOYM, C HACIAXK/IEHUEM BJIbIXajla pa30M OYMCTHB-
LIMICS OT JyXOThI BO3AYX.

— YKanp nomanu, — pasmeimuisiia purypka. — Jla uto nenars? ['pad npas: myuie Obu10 OHY
Bynanky, Hexxenu Bcex ux otaarh cMepTH... Kak xopoio, uro nopocnena Bopems!.. Touno cuia
Kakas-To K YepToBoii macTu MeHs ToJKana... M pyKbe Kak HapO4HO B3sJa. .. A TyT Ip0o3a BHE3AITHO
U «OHWY... JKaJyib, 4TO HE yAaI0Ch MOBUJATh KAK CIEAYET MOJIOIEHBKYIO I'paMHIONIKY ... Buktop
TOBOPWJI KpacaBHIa... BepHo, XoTs Oemnasi, yto Oymara... AX, TOJBKO IIOXO, KOJU JSISI PYKbs
xBarurcs... Pyrats craner... [loau, eme cnut... OnsaTh HE B CBOEM BU/JIE BEPHYJICS U3 JEPEBHHU. . .
Mo 3aBTpa npocnur... A noBko nonano!.. Xmnon Ha Mecre! IIpsimo B 1100... Kyuep ucnyrancs, kak
yBuzaen: «JlecoBuukal!» kpuaut... [mynsrit! Hebock, Teneph HaBpeT ¢ moikopoda ceoemy rpady,
YTO 51 U TPO3y-TO HA HUX Hacjaia... JlecoBuuka Beap ... KooBckoe oTpoabe!.. Xa, xa, xa! Xal!

I'poMKu#, pe3knil cMeX BHE3AIIHO HAPYIIWI MEPTBEHHYIO THUIIMHY Jeca. JIMKO U CTpaHHO
npo3By4an oH. EMy OTBeTHIM OECUYMCIIEHHBIE OTTOJIOCKU AXa M3 TIIYOMHBI Yalik. TOUHO THICAYU
YEPHBIX JYXOB HOYH 3aIl€JIX B JIECY CBOM 3JI0BEIIHUN U CTPAIIHBIA TUMH.

Heoxunanuo, xorga mocieHssi HOTKA €IIe JIpoXKajla B HOYHOM BO3IyXe, Mepe]l YepHOu
(burypKoii, KaK M3-10J1 3¢MJIM, BBIPOC B TEMHOTE KTO-TO OTPOMHBIH, ITHPOKOTICUHH.

— K10 TyT mmsiercsa? a? — nporpement Haj HElO 3bIYHbBIN U IPpyOBbIi rojoc.

— 910 1, 14, 5!

—Yro 3a gpasonbuinaa!l Kcanpka! Uto THI HE culb, HOYHAS coBa?

®durypka caenana ObUIO CKadYOK B CTOPOHY, KaK Obl KeJlasi YKPbIThCSL.

«Pyxbe ceituac 3ameTHT, 6en1a!» — BUXpeM NMPOHECIACh B MO3TY UCITyTaHHAs MbICIIb.

Ho 65110 yxe no3aHo. OrpoMHbIN 4eT0BEK HallyIajd B TEMHOTE 3HAKOMBIN CTBOJI PYXbs U
pa3pas3miICs LEIBIM IOTOKOM OpaHu M MPOKIISITHH.

— VYkpana! Cranyna-taku! IlocToit e, moromu Tel, momias aeBdoHka! S x tebe 3amam!
[Homnsamems To1 y Menst!.. [loTepsienis 0xoTy Tackarh 4yxoe 100po, IpsiHb ThI 3TaKas!..

W BeIpBaB rpy0o0 py*xbe U3 pyK ONEIMIMBIIEH (PUTYpKH, OTPOMHBIN YEJIOBEK 30 BCEH CUIIbI
TOJIKHYJI €€ BIIEPEI.

[IponereB OT HETO HECKOJIBKO IIArOB C BBITSHYTBIMHU BIIEpeN pyKaMu, (puUrypka yTKHYyIach
UMH BO YTO-TO, OECITYMHO IOJIABIIEECs, U OYYTHJIACh HA IOy, B CJ1a00 OCBEIICHHOW JIECHOU
CTOPOXKE, HE3aMETHO MPUIOTUBIIEICS CPEeAU KyCTOB.



J1. A. Yapckas. «JlecoBuyka»

Masallll
Ob6uTtaTenu NecHom CTOPOXKHU

— Bacs!

— Kcanst! Munas, yro cnyunnocs? U cnbiman BeicTpedn... OTer mpoCcHyICs. .. YBUIET, YTO
HET pyXbs... Cpa3y Joranaics, 9To Thl pyXbe B3sUIa... Paccepamiics u 3a ToOO BIOTOHKY ... [1pu-
OUTbH rpo3uJIcs. .. 3aueM Thl cTpensiia? 3auem?

[Tocpenn HeOONBIIION KOMHATKHU, OCBEUIEHHON KPUBOOOKOM JTaMIIOH, CTOSUT MallbuuK, WJIH,
BEpHEE, I0HOILA, JIET CEMHA/ILIAaTH, XyACHbKHI, BRICOKUI U c1a0blii, C HEKpAaCUBBIM, UBKENTA OJIe/-
HBIM JIMIIOM, Kakue ObIBAIOT y JIIOJEH, Ch€AaeMbIX 3JIbIM U YNOpPHBIM HexyroM. Ho BelpakeHue
3TOro Juma Obulo Msrkoe. [yOokue, nedanbHble IM1a3a MISAEIU C KaKOIO-TO CTPAHHOIO TPEBO-
TOI0 Ha YEepPHYIO (PUTYPKY, BHE3AITHO OYYTUBIIYIOCS B JIECHOM cTOpokke. KOHOmIIa ObIT XpOMOii 1
C TPYAOM TepeIBUTANl HOTH, HO MPH BUJIE YepHOU (PUTYPKH, pacCIpOCTEPTOI Ha MOy, OH CAeTal
MOCIEIIHO HECKOJIBKO I1aroB K HEHl, CTpaHHO BOJIOYA MPaBYI0 HOTY U CHJIBHO ONUPASICh IJIEUOM
Ha KOCTBLIb.

EnBa on ycnen npuOIm3nuThCs, Kak 4epHast GUrypka ImoHsu1ach, BCKOYHIIA U B OJJHY MUHYTY
copBaia 6e300pa3Hblii KOXKYX € KaltoloHoM. M nepes B30poM MaslburKa NpeAcTano CTpaHHOE, He
00J1bI110€, HO CUJIIBHOE CYIIECTBO C IIUPOKUMHU IJIEUAMU U KPEMKO CKOJIOUEHHBIM CTAHOM, CMYIJIOE,
PYMSIHOE JIMYMKO, YepHBIE ObICTpBIE, UCTIOATIO0bS CMOTPEBILNE [V1a3a, [TOJIBUKHBIEC TPENEIIyIIHe
HO3JIpH U T'yCTbIE, KaK LIarnkKa, KyApH, YEPHbIE, CYXHUE U MbIIIHbIE, CITyCKAIOIIHUECs KOCOIO A0 Mosica
U CTPyHUBLIMECS BBIOMBIIMMUCS KyJAepbKaMH I10 IJIeYaM, BIOJIb LEK U CMYIVION, 3arOpesioi 1eu.
UTo-TO HE pyCcCKOE U B TO KE BpeMsi CBOEOOPA3HO TUKO-KPACUBOE OBLIO B 3TOM HEBBICOKOW CTPOii-
HOM MATHAALATUIETHEN JE€BOYKE, ABIIIAIIECH CUIIOM, MOILBIO U 310POBbEM.

— Ha, g cTtpensiial — npou3Hecia OHa ¢ KAKUM-TO YIPSIMBIM 33JI0pPOM, IS IOHOILE MPSIMO
B IV1a3a TEMHBIM CBEPKAIOLIUM B30POM.

— Kcans! 6esymuas! 13 ero pyxbs! — B y’kace COpBaioch ¢ OJIEIHBIX TYO XpOMOTO.

— Tak 4to xe! DTOT BBICTPEI CIac «po30BOro» rpada U MOJOAYI0 3arpaHUYHYIO rpadu-
HIOIIIKY W, — HE 0€3 ropJ0CTH MpubaBmiIa oHa, — yOuII jommaas, rpadckoro kopeHnuka. [lonnma-
emp?

— Te1 yOuna nomans?

— Ha! U criacma moneii!

— Ter, Kcansi, cmacna po3oBoro rpaga?

— Hy, na, rpaga!.. Bor 6ecronkoBbrii!

W cnemno, myTasice U cBepKasl I1a3zaMu, Ta, KOTopyto 3Banu Kcaneil, pacckasana, kak ObU1O
hi(S (8

— «P0o30BbIii» rpad) €311 Ha CTAaHIMIO BCTPEUATh CBOIO «3arpaHUYHYIO» J0UKY. Sl 3HaNa, 9T0
oHHU noexyT MuMo YepToBoii mactu... Tam myTh Ha «Po3oBoe» Onmmxke... Hy u monuia, B3MIsSHY Th
OBLIO OXOTa... A TyT rpo3a... Jlomaau B30eCHINCh. .. ¥ TolIa norexal..

— Ho 3a4em e Tbl B34J1a py>Kbe? — B3BOJITHOBAHHO BBICIIPAILIMBAJ XPOMO.

— A 3areMm, 4TOOBI MIOITYTaTh «TE€X», IOHUMAEIIb, €CJIM ObI OHM CHOBA BCTPETHIIUCH HA MOEM
IYTH U CTaJI OBl APA3HUTH U TPABUTh MEHS, KaK COOAUOHKY...

['ma3a neBouku yrpromo GnecHyIu.

— Kcanst! — ckopee mpocToHas, HEKEIU IPOU3HEC XPOMOM.

— Hy, na... gero bl axaemb? S Obl cTpensia Ha BO3AYyX, HOHUMAaeEIb? A «T€» TPYCHI...
Hebocb! cpasy Ob1 0TOMIIa OXOTY TPaBUTh MEH:!

U ona packatucro 3acmestiach. Ee Oenblie 3yObl XUIITHO OJIECHYIN B ABYX TMOJIOCKaX MaJTMHO-
BOTO pTa.

Bapyr ee cmex pa3oMm npucekcs, 3amep.
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— Oten uaet! — npo3BeHeN HEPBHO U UCITYTaHHO T'OJIOC XPOMOTO.

W on nonasncst MHCTUHKTUBHO Ha3al.

Ha mopore xoMHaTHI, 3aCIIOHsIsI CBOCH OTPOMHOM (DPUTYpOI KpOIIEUHbIE CEHH JIECHOU CTO-
POXKKH, CTOSUI OTPOMHBINM 4eJIOBEK B CepoM KadTaHe, OOIIUTOM MO OOPTYy 3€JICHBIM KaHTOM, U B
KoXaHOU (pypaxke, ¢ O6msxoil Ha rpynu. Ero yrpromoe nuIo ¢ JIIMHHOMN, pblKEBaTOW 00po10r0
¥ HETIPUATHBIC OMy)XKIAaroIue 11a3a, TOpsIue CyXuM OJIECKOM pa3ApakeHUs U 3700bI, XpaHUIN
CJIeJibl THEBA.

—Yero packynaxrangach He B opy? — cBupeno kunyi od Kcane. —['oBopu, kak cMena Tporarb
MO€ pyxbe?

W orpoMHBIE€ pyKH pBDKEBATOTO TMI'AHTA yIald Ha CTPOMHBIE, €1 IETCKUE IJIEYU CMYIVION
JIEBYLIKU U BIWJINUCH B HUX.

— 3auem Opana pyxbe? [oBopu! — 1 OH Tpsic U30 BCel CUIIBI IEBOUKY, B TO BpEMSl, KaK Mpau-
HBIE I71a3a €ro CBEPKaJIM, KaK J1Ba paCKaJCHHBIX YIVISL.

Bcest kpoBb MraoBenHo ominia ot mek Kecennn. Ee cmyrnoe, po3oBoe THYHKO CTasio OeiabiM
Kak MeJl. B3op cBepKHYI KU3-110]1 HABUCIIMX HaJl HUMU YEPHBIX KyJIpeil.

— He cmeii mens Tporarp, nsa/s! — pe3ko npokpuyaia oHa, Oy/s BOLAPUBIIYIOCS B JOMUKE
MUHYTHYIO THILHHY.

— Y10-0-0-0?

W orpoMHbIii 4ETOBEK pa3pa3uiics 3JI0BEILIMM CMEXOM.

— AX, Tbl, IpsiHb 371aKasi! — KpuyaJl OH, 3a/bIxasch. Ero HaauThle KpOBBIO IN1a3a Oy Kaaiu
10 KOMHATe, TOYHO BBIMCKUBAs YTO-TO, [I0OKA HAKOHEL[ €T0 B30p HE MPUMETHII BUCEBLIYIO Ha I'BO3/IE
ietky. CopBaB ee ObICTPBIM IBUKEHHEM, OH B3MaxHYJI €10 HaJl CHUHOW 1eBOYKH. .. Ho B 3TO MrHO-
BEHHUE XPOMOI1 I0HOIIA, CIIOTHIKASICh, UyTh JIU HE Majasi, pUHYJICS K OTILY.

— He nenaii atoro! He nenaii, oren! — ymonstonie 60Je3HEHHBIM BEIKPHKOM COPBAJIOCH C €TO
no0eJeBIux ryo.
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— Monuars! 3Hail cBOe MeCTO, MO3IJISIK! — 3arpement BeJIMKaH, HAMOIHSL CBOMM TOJIOCOM HE
TOJIBKO JIECHOM TOMHK, HO U BECh CTapbli JIEC B OKPYKHOCTH.

Ho ronoma e ucnyrancsa. OH CXBaTHJI OTPOMHYIO PYKY OTIIa OOEMMH CBOUMHU XyJAE€HbKUMU
pyKaMH U Bech OJICHBIN IIENTal, CPHIBAsACH HA KAXK/IOM CJIOBE:

— Bcenomuan mamy! Becnomun mamy, otent! Tel He Tponems Kcanto! He Tpones, He TpoHes!
Wnm Geit menst, myuie 6eit mens, Ho He Kcanto! Pagu mamel — He Geit Keanro!..

OH ezBa CTOSJI HA HOTaX U TPACCA, KAK B JTMXOPAJIKE.
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A Kcans ObL1a CIIOKOHHA.

Ee nmobnenneBmee numo 6ecCTpaIrHo MOIHUIOCH Ha THTAHTA. .. J[Ba YepHBIX I71a3a, KaK JBe
SIpPKHE, YEPHBIE 3BE3/1bl, BHUBAJINUCH B €r0 JIULO U, Ka3aJI0Ch, TOBOPUIIU:

— IlonpoOyit meHs TpoHyTh! [lonpoOyii TosnbKo!

['vranTt nmoxHsI roJoBy U BCTPETHII ATOT CMEJIbIN, TOPAYNl, OECCTPALIHBINA B3IIIA.

W HOBBIM OEIIIEHCTBOM 3aKHIIEIIO €T0 Cep/IIIe.

— Ax! Tak BOT ThI Kak!

U pyka ¢ meTkoil B3BWIIACh. ..

— Oren! Oten! beperucs! [lokoitHas Mama CMOTPUT Ha HAac ¢ HEOA U BCE BUAMUT! — OCIIbI-
HIaJICS. UCTEPUUYECKUN BOIUIb XPOMOIO, M OH 3aCJIOHMJI JEBOYKY OT yJaapa CBOEH TILEAYLIHON
(UTypKOI.

['urant BBIPOHWII IUIETKY, B3APOTHYJ U MOBEPHYJCS K JABEPU. 3paYKU €r0 OKPYIIMIUCH OT
yKaca.

Ubs-To HeBUIMMas! (UTypa MIEBETHIIACH B TEMHBIX CEHSX.

—Omnal.. XKena!.. Mama! — 3ameBenuimnch 0€33By4HO I'yObI THTAHTa, KPUBSCH B CYIOPOKHOMN
ycmenke. Ho Beiies 3areM, paccMOTpEB CTOSBILIETO B IBEPSIX YETIOBEKA, OH CKa3aJl YK€ CIIOKOMHO:

— Jmutpuii, Tb1?

Ha nopore crosu1 mpu3eMUCTbIi apeHb ¢ TYIbIM 0€300pObIM JIUIIOM.

— Xo3s1H, nocneniail! Y mupokoil nossHel Jiec pyOsST, — IPOU3HEC OH CUILIBIM FOJI0COM U
CHOBA MCYE3 B TEMHOTE CEHEM.

I'mranT HACKOPO CXBATUJI PYKbE U, HAXJIOOYIHB (hypaskKy, BRICKOUHII 32 HUM CJICIOM.

Ho, nogymaB HeMHOTrO, OH BEpHYJCS, IJIOTHO 3allep JBEPh U JBa pa3a MOBEPHYJ KIIIOY B
3aMKe CHapyXH.

— Omnsath B 3anaiHe! — rHeBHO KpuKHY/Ia KcaHs, Kak TOJIBKO OHA U XpOMOM MaJIbYMK OCTAJINCh
onuu. — OnsaTh MBI oA KirouoM, Bacunmii! Kakast mep3octs!

— Momnuu, Kcans! Moro Obl ObITH U Xyke! — TpOU3HEC XPOMOM, U TJia3a €ro JOTOBOPHUIIN
TO, O YEM MOJIYaJ SI3bIK.

— Vnaputs Menst! Mensi! O-o! Her, aToro Henb3si! — u yrpromee 3acBepKaid YepHbIE T1a3a
IEBOYKH. — DTOTO I HE IO3BOIIIO!

U ona GerreHo TOIHYMa HOTOM.

— Hy, nonno, nonHo! Ilepectanp! — 1ackoBO roBOpHII XpOMOM, MOITIaKKBasi KOCTISIBBIMH,
UCXYZaJbIMU Majbl[aMH CIIyTaHHYIO0 YEPHOKYIPYIO TOJOBKY. — XOpOILIO, YTO OTLA MO3BAJHU...
Tenepp OH A0ATO HE BepHETCA. .. [laBaii moiaemM-Ka B3NISIHYTh HA Hallle COKpoBULIE. MBI Bellb HE
KOHYMWJIN TOTO, YTO MpHCIIai TpeThero 1Hs Bukrop!

TouHO y4 cosHIa CKONB3HYI 10 JuLy KceHuu 1 uynecHO OCBETUII €ro. YTPIOMOE BbIpaske-
HUE 3aTPaBICHHOIO 3BE€PbKa MCUYE3JI0 C €€ JIMUMKA, 1 OHO Pa30M 3acCHsJI0 MATKOM, Yapyrolei kpa-
COTOM.

— Ha, na, Bacs! Unem ckopee!

OHM CXBaTWJIHMCH 32 PYKH U CIEIIHO, HACKOJIBKO TO3BOJISIIA MCKaJICUeHHAs HOTa OOJIBHOTO,
IPOIUIN B AAJIbHUN YTOd KOMHATHI.

XpoMoii TONKHYJ KpOIIeuHyio 1BepKy. OHa pacTBOPMIIACH, KAJIOOHO CKPUIIS HA P>KaBBIX
NETISIX, © OHU OYYTHIIUCH B Y3€HBKOM KaMOpKe, HAallOJIOBUHY 3aHATON YOOTO# IMOCTENBIO.

XpoMO# MOOIIEN K MOCTEeNM U OTOPOCHI PyKoW Tomuii Matpan. Ha nepeBsHHBIX HOCKax
KpOBATH Jie’Kaiau KHUTU. OHU NOKOWJINCH, aKKYPaTHO U 3a00TIMBO pa3iIoKEHHbIE HA JOCKaX KPo-
BaTH.

— Bot! Buauie, uro s npuayman. 31ech OH HE HAlWJET UX HU 3a YTO Ha cBeTe. A B KOMOJIE
Mor HaTkHyTbcs! [ToHnMaenib? — ayKaBo MPOU3HEC XPOMOM M, OCTOPOXKHO B35IB OJHY W3 KHHUI,
BBIILIE U3 KAMOPKHU B conpoBoxaeHnu Kcanu.
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O4yTuBLINCH CHOBA B IEPBOM KOMHATE, OHU YCEJIUCh OKOJIO CTapOro, MOYEPHEBIIETO OT Bpe-
MEHH CTOJIa, IPUOABHIIN CBETa B KPUBOOOKOM JiamIie, M XpoMoi Bacummii, pacKpbIB KHUTY, CTall
YUTaTh BCIYX.

3amupas oT BOCTOpra, Bcsi — TpeneT ¥ BHuManue, Kcanst JioBuia ¢ )xaJHOCThIO KaX/10€ CII0BO
yTena. YepHsbIe 11a3a ee Topesid CYacTheM, CepALe 3aMHUPalio OT yAoBoJIbCTBUs. HemnaBHsisa oouma
CypoBOTO Asiiu Oblia 3a0bITa. . .

A Kpyrom MaJIeHbKOTO JOMHKAa JIECHUYErO LIyMEJ CTapbli JIeC W HallenTbIBaj Apyrue
CKa3KH, Apyrue ObUIH, KOTOPBIM HE OBLIO, Ka3aJl0Ch, HU Hayaja, HU KOHIIA. ..
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Masa IV
KTO OHM ObINN?

Bor 4t0 pacckassiBai cTapsli Jec.

Ot0 OBLIO 3a IBEHAALATH JIET 0 NPOUCIIECTBUS Y UepToBOW MacTH.

B ManeHbpKOM JIECHOM JIOMHKE yMEp JICCHUYHIA, HAOMIOAABIINI 32 CTaphIM JIECOM, TIPUHA/I-
JeKaIUM 00raToMy TIOMEIIUKY, JKUBIIEMY TOCTOSHHO 32 TPAaHHIIEH U TOJBKO M3pENKa 3arisibl-
BaBILIEMY Ha POJMHY.

V3HaB 0 cMepTH JIECHUYETO, XO35MH Jieca Mpuexai B cBoe BiaaeHue. Hago Obuto HailTh
HOBOI'O CTOpPO’Ka, YTOOBI JOBEPUTH €r0 HAJ30PY BCE JIECHBIE OOrarcTBa B BHUJI€ TUTAHTOB 1y0OOB,
UCIIOJIMHCKUX COCEH U KYAPSBBIX, CTPOMHBIX, )KEHCTBEHHO-HEXHBIX O€pe30K, KOTOPBIMU ObLIO
IIOJIHO JIECHOE LapcTBO. 1 BOT HEOKMIAAHHO MpEACTaN Nepes BIaJEIbLEM JIeCa YEIIOBEK OTPOM-
HOT'O pOCTa, MPayHbIi U YIPIOMOU BHEIIHOCTH.

— Cynapb, BO3bMHUTE MEHSI HA MECTO IOKOMHOIO JIECHUYEro! — CypoOBO NMPOU3HEC OH, TS
UCTIONIIO0BsSI HA XO3SIMHA-JIECOBIIA/ICIbIIA.

ToT yIMBIEHHO B3IVISIHYJ HAa HETO. B yrproMOl BHEIIHOCTH HE3HAKOMIIA, HECMOTPsI Ha TPy-
Oy10 ¥ CUJIbHO IIOHOIIEHHYIO 0Ky, ObUIO UTO-TO TAKOE, YTO [TOKA3bIBAJIO, YTO OH YEJIOBEK, OUe-
BHJTHO, HE NPOCTON. XO351MH yAUBUIICS.

— Muneimmii, — MpOU3HEC XO35HH Jieca, H3YMJICHHO IS/ Ha OTPOMHYI0 (UTYPY H CYpOBOE
JIMI0 TUTaHTa, — MECTO JIECHUYETO OILIAYMBAETCS CKyIHO. M mpuUTOM f monararo, 4To BaM IIOMH-
PUTBCS ¢ BEUHBIM IIPO30aHUEM B INIYIIH, B yOOrOM JOMUIIKE CTOPOXKA BPsA JIU OyAET 1O HYTpY. ..

— Bbyner no HyTpy! — yIpIOMBIM 3XOM OTO3BAJICSI TUTAHT, — XOTA 51 ABOPSHUH U caM ObLT 3eM-
JIEBJIA/EIIBLIEM KOTIa-TO, HO TENEPD s HUILMI, BCE TIOTEPSI, PA30OPHIICS U BOT 1 IPUHYKIECH UCKATh
MecTa.

Brnagenen neca Obl1 ynuBieH.

— Ho 6piBIIEMY TOMEUTUKY U JBOPSIHUHY MOIJIO Obl HAUTUCH HHOE, O0JIee MOAXOASILEE 3aHsI-
THE, — IPOTOBOPHUJI OH.

— 1 me wmy uHoro. [Toganeme ot moxeii u Ommwke k npupoae. Jlironu odmanyt. Jlrogu mpo-
naxHsel. [Ipupona — Her... Jlrogu, Apy3bs cienanyd MEHs HUILMM, IIYCTHB IIO MUDPY C JKE€HOIO H
peOEHKOM, U sl HEHaBM)KY UX 32 3TO Bcel ay1Ioi... B necy, kak qukuii 3Bepb B Oepriore, st CIpAdych
C CEMbEI0, U OHM HE YBUJAT MEHA... A 3a Balll Jiec Bbl He OoiTech. S Oyay xopoumii ctopox. 5
yecTeH U OecnomazeH. Hu oqHoro nepeBlia, HU €1MHOM BETKH HE MO3BOJIO sI CPyOUTH M3 BalIEro
neca, cynapb. byasre nokoitasl. [loaneie Bopbl 3a0yayT JOpOry B Balll JieC, TO3HAKOMUBIINCH C
3TOM PYKOH...

W, mpayHo G1eCHYB I1a3aMU, THTAHT BBITSHYI PYKY, CKaJl €€ B UCIIOIMHCKUH KyJaK ¥ STHM
JKUJIUCTBIM, OTPOMHBIM KYJIAKOM IIOTPO3UJI KOMY-TO B IIPOCTPAHCTBO.

JlecoBmazener OKMHYI emie pa3 ObICTPHIM B30POM €T0 BHYIIUTEIBHYIO GUTYpPY U IPOU3HEC
MBICJICHHO:

«Y cTaporo JiecCHU4Yero ONMKHUE MYXHUKH KpaJld U3-110J HOca Jiec. DTO BUJHO IO cpyOIieH-
HbIM ITHSIM Ha OIyIIKE. Y 3TOr0 HE MOCMEIOT. Y HEro BHJ CTPALLWIMUINA-BEJIMKaHA U3 JETCKOU
CKa3KH. A YTO YECTHBIN OH YEJIOBEK — BUJHO 10 JIMILY, 110 IJ1a3aM, YIPIOMbIM U cTporuM. Bozpmy
€ro K cede.

U toTuac >xe qoroBop ObLI 3aKIIOUYEH, HAEM COCTOSUICS, M HOBBIN iecHnunii, Hukonaiit Hopos,
IIOCEJIWIICS B JIECHOM JJOMHKE CO BCEKO CEMBEIO.

Hx ObUTO TpoOE B3pOCHBIX U JABOC ACTEH: KeHa jecHuuero, Mapus Hoposa, roxaHka, ypo-
KCHKa JNajnekux beccapaOckux cremeid, X ChiH Bacs, MATHISTHHH MalbYUK, )KHBOW MOPTPET
MaTepu, HO XpOMOI1 OT pOXKACHUSI, HEKHBIN U XPYTIKHi1, KaK 1€BOUKa, U MOJIO/as B1OBa, AHTOHHUHA
Mapxko, nonpyra HopoBo#, ¢ TpexserHei nesoukon Kcanei.

15



J1. A. Yapckas. «JlecoBuyka»

UYepHornasas CTpoifHas KpacaBHIla C OTHEHHBIM B30pPOM M MaTOBO-OJIETHBIM JINIIOM, MapKo
C IETCTBA HE pa3iIydanach co cBoei nmoapyroit Mapueit HopoBoii u xwina moctosHHO ¢ HuMH. OHa
TOXe Tpuexana u3 beccapabum, rie oHa mepeduBaIach CO CMEPTH MyXka ¢ xjieda Ha KBac, 9acTo
TEPIIs HYy>Ky U TOJION.

Korma Hopogsl, y koTopsix B beccapabuu ObUT10 00JIBIIIOE UMEHHE, PA30OPUITUCH, Oarogaps
OecdyecTHBIM JIFOIIM, 0OMaHyBIINM AoBepue Hukonast HopoBa, u Bce ObIBIIME IPY3bsi OTBEPHY-
JMCh OT HUX, MaJICHbKasi CEMbsI pELINIa yexaTh ¢ POAHOIO Iora UCKaTh C4acThs Ha ceBepe. AHTO-
HUHa Mapko, He pa3yMbIBasi HI MUHYTBHI, 10€Xajla BMECTE C HUMU.

TporarenpHas qpy:x0a ObL1a MEXKIY 00EMMH MOJIOABIMY KEHIIMHAMU. ITO ObUIN TOYHO POJI-
HbIE, JT00SIIME APYT APYKKY CECTPBI, XOTsI Mapko BHEIIHOCTHIO U HPABOM PE3KO OTJIMYaiach OT
Mapuu Hoposoii.

Crpannas 6bu1a 3Ta Mapko. UTo-To ropsiuee, [bIraHCKoe, ObLIO B €€ JIUIIE, B €€ PEe3KO, TOp-
TaHHOM peuu, B €€ JUBHOM I'PyAHOM I'0JIOCE, KOTOPBIM OHA TO YMTajla Hau3yCTh CTUXH, TO pacie-
Bajia ECHHU, TaKue k€ TANHCTBEHHbIE U NIPEKPacHbIe, KaK U OHa cama.

O Heit xoaunu cTpaHHble CIyxu. OKpeCTHbIE KPECThSHE YAaCTO BUJIEIH €€ BHICOKYIO, TOHKYIO
U TIPSIMYIO (UTYPY, CKOJIB3SIIYIO0, KaK MPU3PaK, IO JIECY, TOX0XKYI0 Ha KAaKOe-TO CBEPXbECTECTBEH-
HOE CyIecTBO. TO OHa MOSABIAIACH B KAKOM-TO CTPAaHHOM, O€JI0M KOCTIOME U CO CIYLIEHHBIMU 10
ST JIOKOHAMU OpoJiniia MEeXAY JEPEeBbsIMU U KyCcTaMu, 0€33ByYHO LIEM4a YTO-TO U CONPOBOXKIast
TaWHCTBEHHBIN LIETOT IUPOKUMHU IBUKEHUAMU pyKu. 1 npu 3TOM 11asa ee, yepHble, OTPOMHBIE,
TOpAIINE IPKUM OTHEM, KaK-TO PACTEPSHHO OYKIaTH KPYTOM.

To omnsTh, OfieTast B ECTpOE, IPKOE MIIAThE, C BCKIIOUEHHBIMU BOJIOCAMH OHA Oerasa 1o Jiecy
Y HareBajia MeCHH, OT KOTOPhIX TOYHO B3paruBaji U 3aMHpajl BOCTOPIOM CTaphIi Jec. ..

WNHoil pa3 onsTh, BEIPAAUBIINCH, TOYHO HA Oasl WM Mpa3JHUK, OHAa Opajla Ha PyKU CBOIO
MaJIeHbKY10 1IouypKy KcaHto, oTIipaBiisiach ¢ HEMl B caMylo dally jeca, CTaBij1a MaJIlOTKy Ha I1E€Hb,
a cama, Kpy»Kach, IpbIras U TaHIlysl BOKPYT HEE, TPOMKO-IPOMKO POU3HOCHIIA KaKHUEe-TO AJITMHHbIE
peuu, Hapyuasi ’TUM 3a4apOBaHHYIO TUIIIb MUPHOTO JIECHOTO 1IapCTBa.

3araJlouHbIM Ka3ajJdoCh KpPECThbSHAM IOBEJICHHUE «UY>KOil», YepHOIVIa30i W 4EpHOBOJIOCOMN
KEHIIMHBL. KTO-TO IyCcTUII CllyX, YTO OHA KOJAYHbS, C JICIIUM B POACTBE HAXOAUTCSA. DTOr0 OBLIO
JIOCTATOYHO J1JIs1 TEMHBIX CYEBEPHBIX J)KUTEJIEH OTIaIEHHOM JIECHOM MTyIN, BEPUBLINX B TOMOBBIX
U JICLIUX, YTOOBI Cpa3y K€ PelInuTh, 4YTO MOJIOAAsl )KEHIINMHA B POJICTBE C JICIIUM, YTO OHA JIECHAs
KOJITyHbSI.

W ¢ tex mop ee He cTanu B CBOMX pa3roBOpax Ha3bIBaTh MHAYE, KAK «JICIIEH» WM «IECHOU
KOJITYHbEW».

— Konnyer nemast! Onsate konayet! boiTh Oene! — menrtanu B cTpaxe KpecTbsiHE, B TaHUYeE-
CKOM Yy’Kace SISl Ha 9Ty CTPaHHYI0, KaK MPU3PaK CKOJIB3AIIYIO IO Jiecy, Qurypy.

WNHorna B cMyIIbIX pyKax «KOJITyHbW» OHU BUAEIU KHUTY WIN TETPajb, U TOLJA UX CyeBEp-
HOMY y’Kacy He ObLIo mpenena.

— 3a YepHOKHUKHE B3s1ach, ObITh Oee! M3Benet Hac Bcex MPOKIISATAst KOJIyHbs! — IenTaan
OHH, CBOPa4MBasi C JOPOTH BO M30€KaHUE BCTPEUH CO CTPAHHBIM CYIIECTBOM.

Kaxk pa3 B nepBblii 5x€ roji BOJIBOPEHHUS B JIECY HOBOT'O CTOPO’Ka B JIEPEBHE, JIE)KABILIEH B TPEX
BEPCTAaX OT JIeca, CIIYYHIICS Ak CKOTa.

Kpectbsne pemnnm, 4To BceMy ropro NpUUUHON NPOKIATas KOJIAYHBS, YTO OpPOJIUT OHA 110
JIeCy U CBOMMH YapaMu U 3aKJISAThsIMU YOUBAET CKOT.

— Muxkona MapTeliHOBHY, — 00paTHIINCh OHU K HOBOMY JIECHUYEMY, — Thl IPOTOHU KOJIYHBIO,
II0Ka HE OKOJIIYET, He M3TyOuT Hac M HamuXx jaereil. [Iporonu, a He TO MBI €€ CaMHu MOPEIINM. ..
breiTh Gene!..

JlecHHYuMi yrproMO MOTHYJI TOJIOBOW, HUYETO HE OTBETUJI, HO IIEPEAAII B TOT JKE€ BEUEp KEHE
U €€ MOJIpyre pa3roBop C KPECTbsIHAMM.
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— O, mynsle! OHM HE MOTYT MOHATH, UM HE Pa3bsACHUTh MOUX jAelcTBUU. UTo nenars? —
TPEBOXKHO 0Oparuiach Mapko K CBOUM JIpY3bsiM.

— Teb6e namo yexars! Huuero npyroro e ocraercs... 1 uem ckopee, Tem siyuiie. .. Meqiuts
Henb3s1! Yeskai, noporas... Kpectbsine 031m00eHbI Teneps U bor 3HaeT Ha 4To crocoOHbI! — BCs
BCTPEBOXKMBIINCH, coBeToBana Mapus Hoposa cBoeit nmoapyre. — Tebe u Tak He MecTO B ITOMU
mymd... [Toe3xkai «Tyma»... Kk cBoeMy cyacTbio, ToHs, moporas! Otmaiics TOMy, 4TO MaHUT U
BJIeYeT TeOs HEeyAep)KUMO. A Korzna codepelibes ¢ CHJIaMu, CO3/1alllb cede UM «TaMy», IpUesxai
HAaBECTUTh HAC, MUJIAas MOSI «JIECHAsI KOJITYHbSD). ..

W na rybax Mapuu HopoBoii 3aurpana 6rneanas yasiOka.

— Ho TbI... KaK Tl OcTaHembes 0e3 MeHs, MaHsi, noporas? — nmpoTtectoBasia Mapko.

— VY Mapbu ecTb MyK... — YTPIOMO OTBEYAJI 32 )KEHY JICCHUUUNA. — ITOT MY>K CyMeeT yoepeub
ee...

— Torna 51 eny! — pemmTensHoO 3asBuila AHTOHMHA, — HO HE MOTOMY €1y, YTO MCIyrajach
yTPO3bl HEBEKECTBEHHBIX JIFOJIEH, MPUHSBIINX MEHS 32 KOJAYHBIO, a IOTOMY, UTO CUUTAIO Ce0sl HE
BIIpaBE BUCETh Ha LIEE Yy Bac, JIpy3bsl, KOIJa Bbl CAMU IEPEKUBAECTE JIMIIEHUS U O€/bl, U IOTOMY,
YTO HE XO4y TOABEprarh Bac OMacHOCTH... Exy u 6epy ¢ coboro Kcanro.

Ee uepHble 1ipIraHCcKue 11a3a OJIECHYIN PELIMTEIbHBIM OTHEM.

—Yro te1! Yto THI, ToH:, Opats peberka HeBeomo kyaa! [Tonseprars ero HeB3roam u ormac-
HOCTsIM KoueBo# >ku3nu! Hu 3a uto! Kcans ocranercst ¢ namu!

— Tr1 xouenib, yTOOH! 51 paccranach ¢ Kcaneit! — 6nennes npomenrana ta. Her, Her!

— Townst, Mmost noporas. .. He 6ecriokoiicst o Kcane... MbI ¢ My»eM COXpaHUM TBOIO IOUYPKY ...
Haro tebe cnoBo... Her, GombInie Toro, kisHych Tebe uMeHeM bora, uto TBost Kcanst Oymer Bocmu-
TaHa MHOIO HapaBHe ¢ Baceil. U eciu, He gaH bor, ympy, ¢ My>Xa BO3bMy Ty k€ KIATBY. [loe3xait
0e3 cTpaxa: TBOSI IEBOUKA OCTAHETCSI B HAJIC)KHBIX PYKax.

AHTOoHMHa Mapko B3mIsiHyna Ha noapyry. HexxHele mexku Mapuu ropenu sipkum pyMsHLIEM.
Ee rmaza 6necrenu Takoi HEOTpa3uMon HEXKHOCTHIO M TOTOBHOCTBIO CIIEPKATh CBATO CBOIO KIISITBY,
410 MapKo yCIIOKOMJIACh Pa3oM.

— Jla, ThI IpaBa, — MPOrOBOPHIIa OHA FOPSU0 U YOEKIEHHO, C SICHOIO BEPOIO B CBOU CJIOBA. —
C Kcaneii mue Oynet TpyaHo... Ee Hano octaBuTh, pa3 Thl Tak COBETYeIlb... S yeny onHa, yemy
MCKaTh cyacThs 1 Moed Kcanu... 11 Mmoel 1eBUylIKH... I Bepro, 4TO U3 MEHS BBIMJET MPOK,
U CKOpPO, CKOPO MOsSI JIEBOYKA ITONyYUT BCE TO, YEM IOJIL3YIOTCS OOrarblie, 3HATHBIC JIETH. Yery
paborars 11 moeit Kcanwm.

W Bckope nociie 3Toro pa3roBopa ucuesiia JecHasl KOJIyHbsl, B TOCJIEIHUM pa3 ¢ pblIaHueM
NpHKaB YePHOKYIPYIO TOJIOBKY CBOETO peOCHKA K TPY/IH. . .

Yenokounuck kpectbsine. He ckonb3uT 0osibliie CTPOMHBIN MPU3paK MO 3€JE€HOMY MXY CTa-
poro jeca...

[Ipu xu3un HopoBoit 0T AHTOHMHBI MapKo HCcbMa NPUXOAWIN B IEPBBIE MECSLIBI JJOBOJIBHO
9yacTo U3 pa3HbIX MecT. Ho 3arem mepenucka mpekpaTmiachk, U ¢ TeX IMop He ObUIO MOIY4YEeHO HH
OJTHOTO IUChMa.

— bennas Tons! — roopuiia necunuuxa. — ['ne ona? Yro ¢ Hero?

Ona nocnana HECKOJIBKO IMUCEM IO MOCJIETHEMY aJIpecy MOAPYTH, HO CIIyCTS HECKOJIBKO
MECSIIEB BCE ATH NMUChMa TOIYyYeHBI ObLTH 00OpaTHO ¢ HAANMUCHIO: «AHTOHMHA Mapko BBHIOBLIA
HEM3BEeCTHO Kyna». Bece crapanust HopoBoii y3Hath, rae Haxonutcs Mapko, ObUIH THIETHBI.

— He moxer Ob1Th, 4T00BI TOHS OpocHiia cBoero pedbeHka, 3a0bu1a 0 HeM. .. TOBOpHUJIa JICCHU-
YHxa U eIle He)KHee MOT0nIIa MaJIeHbKYIO TOYYPKY CBOCH OAPYTH.

— Kcaunst Tenepb oHa Ha cBeTe, — moBTOpsiia yacto HopoBa, — 1 Most 00513aHHOCTh 3aMEHUTH
el MarTkb.

W ona okpyxuiia 1eBOUYKY CaMbIMHM HEXHBIMU 3a00TaMHU.
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Tak mponmoskanock /1Ba roia, Kak BAPYT MOJIOJas IECHUUNXA, CPA)KEHHAs! HEJOJITUM Hely-
roM, ymMepia.

3a HECKOJIBKO MHHYT /IO CMEPTH OHa TI03Bajla MyXa U MoTpedoBajia OT HEro, YTOObI OH
HOKJISICS, UTO He ocTaBUT Kcanu u OyaeT BOCIUTHIBATh €€ HAPABHE C UX CHIHOM.

Hukonait HopoB, HecMOTpsI Ha KaXXyIIyt0Csl CYpOBOCTb, TOpsiHO J1I00u keHy. OH UCTIOTHUI
KeJlaHuEe YMHUPAIOILEeH, MOBTOPUII 3a HEW CJIOBA KJIATBBI, a UEPE3 TPU JHS OIYCTHJI B MOTHIIy Ha
JIEPEBEHCKOM KJIaIOHIIE TPYII JIFOOMMOH JKEHBI.

Pa3zopenue, cMepTh jKEHBI, BCE YXKachl IEPEKUTOrO ropsi cpazuiu JecHudero: Hopos 3anmui.
Bo xmenro oH ObLT TPO3EH M IIYMIIHMB, MPOKIMHAI CBOO JKU3Hb, OpaHUII BECh MUD, OWJI B JIOMa
BApeOe3ry MomnaaaBIuecs noJ pyKy BEIu.

JIBoe ucnyraHHbIX JeTei: OeAHBIN XpOMOW CEMIIIETHUI MaJBYUK U IATHUIETHSS 1€BUYLIKA
C 0YapOBATENILHBIM IIBITAHCKUM JIMYUKOM, CO CTPAaxOM 3a0MBaJIMCh B YIOJ W OTTYAA TOJHBIMU
y’Kaca ITa3eHKaMH CIEANIIH 3a pa30yIIeBaBIIMMCS JIECHUKOM.

X03s1CTBO 1110 BKPUBb ¥ BKOCh. PAOOTHUK-ITOMOIIHUK, B34TbIi1 HOpOBBIM, KOE-KaK MPUIIIs-
JbIBAJI 3a AETbMM, KOPMUJI UX TOpsiuel MoxjiaeOKoi, Koraa ObLIo BpeMs €€ CBapUTh, a TO OTpaHU-
YHBAJICS TIO/IAYKOI0 B BHJIE JIOMTEH YepHOTO XJie0a, KOTOPBIA IETH CheNald HACKOPO, 3a0UBIIICH
B TEMHOM YTOJIKY.

Bpemst mmo. Xwielid, OOJNE3HEHHBI W XPOMOH MalbdMK M pyMsHas, CMyIjas Kpe-
IBIII-/1€BOYKA KU Aylia B 1yury. OHM OBEPSUIM CBOU MaJIEHbKHUE TOPECTH U 3a00ThI JPYT PYTY,
yTelaau OIUH APYroro, Kak yMelu U MOIJIH.

Huxonait HopoB He caepskain ciioBa, TaHHOIO >KEHE y €€ CMEpPTHOro Jjoxa. He HexHbIM
OTLIOM, @ CypOBBIM OTYUMOM siBUJICS OH Juis Kcanu. O351001€HHbBIN cBOEH HECUACTIMBOM Cyab00I0
¥ HE3aJaBIIUMCS OOJIE3HEHHBIM M XUJIBIM KaJICKOH-CHIHOM, OH HEBOJBHO KaXKIBIH pa3 MpH BUIE
CUJIBHOM M KPENEHBbKOW JIE€BOYKH, XOPOLICHBKON U 3JOPOBEBILIEH HE 10 JHAM, a IO 4acam, 3a/bl-
xajcsi ot 6o, THeBa U 00ubl. CHIIBHO M KECTOKO HacMeslach HaJl HUM Cyab0a: ero coOCTBEH-
HBIM CBIH — JKQJIKMM XOAAYUN HEAYT, a PSAOM — 3TOT MBIIIHO PAaCUBETAIONIUN MaXpOBbI JUKUN
LIBETOK Jeca!

Heuero ckasars, 100pbIM MOMOITHUKOM OyzieT emy ero Bacwmii!..

W on HeHaBUI€T 1€BOYKY, HEHABH/IEN TOMUMO COOCTBEHHOH BOJIM M HECIIPABEAITUBO, CYPOBO
oOparmaics ¢ Hero.

— V-y! rmazacras upiranka! Jlapmoeaka! — He pa3 cribimana ot Hero KcaHs HeMCTOBBIN KpUK
U OpaHb MO MbSIHYIO PYKY.

HenaBucts HopoBa Kk MBIIIHO pacUBETAIOIIECH IEBOUKE pOCIIa C KaXKAbIM I'OJIOM.

U Bce 60abIUM 1 OONIBIIMM 0KECTOYCHHUEM MPOHUKAIACH TYIIA JIECHUKA IT0 OTHOIICHHIO K
OJIJMHOKOMY pe0EHKY, O MaTepy KOTOPOro HE ObLIO HU ClIyXa HU JTyXa.

[Toka Bacst 6611 foMa, oTel ero BcTpeyal B ChIHE pOoro 3allUTHHKA MasleHbkoi Kcanu. Bacs
IIOMHHJI CJIOBO, IAHHOE OTIIOM €TO YMHPAIOIIEH MaTepH, U IIOCTOSTHHOM ObLTa (hpaza 4yTKOTo, CMe-
JIOTO MaJIbiMKa B MUHYTY THEBHBIX IIPUIIAJKOB OTLIA:

— IMama, He obmxkait Kcanro! Tel obeman 3To Mame, moMHUAIIE! ThI KIIsUICS €i, 4TO OyAensb
ee JIIOOUTh KaK POAHYIO J0Yb.

U cypoBo noHukasna Ha Tpyzib B Takue MUHYTHI TojioBa HopoBa, 1 0H yXoauJ1, 4T0-TO CEPIUTO
BOpua cebe 1Moz HoC.

Tak Ob110 10 TEX MOp, MOKa XPOMOMY HE UCHOJIHWIIOCH JECATH JIET, U OTEll HE OTBE3 €r0 B
ryoepHckuii ropoa B yumnuie. TyT-To u Hauanach MyuuTenbHas xku3Hb 11 Kcanu. Jlecunuunit gan
MIOJTHYIO BOJIIO CBOEMY pa30yIIeBaBIIEMYCs THEBY | 37100€ Ha MAJIEHBKOTO TIPUEMBIIIA 1 KECTOKO
HakasbIBa OenHyro KcaHro 3a Maelnyro mpOBUHHOCTb.

K necuacteio, neBouka obnanana Janeko He MATKAM xapaktepoM. OT OpaHH, TOTYKOB H
1000€B ee T1a3a pa3ropayiuch IMKUMHU OTOHbKAMH, JIMIIO IPUHIMAJIO0 XUITHOE, YTPOXKAFOIIee BBIpa-
KEHHE.
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Best tpenennymiast ona yberana B jiec, B IIIyOb €ro, B CaMy0 Yallly, TPOMKO KpU4a TUKHE
YI'PO3BI IO aJIPECy 3JI0T0 JASAIH.

KpecTtbsine, nmpoexaBuine mo JeCHON A0pore, BUACIH KPOIICUHYIO (PUTYPKY JI€BOYKH, €€
UCTIOIO0bSI, KaK y 3arHAHHOTO 3BEpPhKa, CBEPKAIONINE TIIA3CHKH, €€ NCCHHSI-YEPHBIC KYAPH, CITy-
TaHHBIC Ha JIOY, ¥ TOBOPHJIU B CYEBEPHOM CTpaxe:

— Wb, KonayHbs-TO caMa yIuia, mo0osyiach, HO OCTaBWIIA JIOYKY HAM Ha rope, BelbMa HeUHn-
crad... Jloxzaemcs ele — noapacTeT Maas, OKakeT HaM CBOIO cuiy... IlonbroTcs He pa3 us-3a
BEJIbMOBOM JOUYKH CJIE3bI JIIOACKHUE. ..

W xaxnplii crapaics yKoJIOTh, OCKOPOUTH, OOUICTh YeM-HUOYb HH B YeM HECTIOBHUHHYIO
neBouky. He TobKO B3pocCibie, HO U MAJIEHbKHE KPECThSIHCKUE peOsTUIIKY TpaBuin Kcenuto, kak
BOJIYOHKA, KpHUYAJIU €1 Bciiel OpaHHbIE CI0BA, HAa3bIBAJIN «KOJITYHbEW» U «JIE€COBUYKOW».

Hopos He Bepui1 HU B KOJIIYHOB, HU B JICIINX, HU B IECOBUKOB. OH HE MOT IMIO3TOMY Pa3IeisiTh
CYEBEpHOT0 B3IJIsI/1a HEBE)KECTBEHHBIX KPECThSIH HAa HECYACTHYIO JIEBOUYKY, TEM 00JIee, YTO XOPOIIIO
3HAJI, KTO OHA Takas. M Bce-Taku moj 371y10 pyKy, 00ypeBaeMbIii BAHHBIMY TTapaMu, KpUJall Ha Hee,
TOMAasi HOTOM:

— 3meensi!.. Konnosckoe orponbe! JlecoBuuka HeronHas! ..

XoTsl, KOHEYHO, B JyIIIE€ OH BOBCE HE CUYUTAJI €€ HU KOJYHbEW, HU JIECOBUYKOIA.

Mexny Tem Bacs mocie yeTelpex JIeT yueHbsl B TYOEpHCKOM TOpoOJie BEPHYJICS B JIECHOU
JIOMHK e1rie 0osiee 0CcaabeBIINi OT TOPOACKON KU3HH, HO OKPETIINUNA TyXOM, C HOBBIMH BII€YATIIC-
HUSIMU U 0€3yMHOMH J1I000BBIO K )KUBOMY KHUKHOMY CJIOBY.

Kcane Obu1o Torna apenaanats jetT. C mpeKpacHbIM, CBEXKHUM JIMUUKOM, JTUKasi, 0)KECTOUYCH-
Has U ympsimMas JeBOYKa MoKa3zajack Bace jgecHbIM 3arHaHHbBIM 3BepbkoM. OHa BCTpeTHIIa HEO-
BEPUYUBO CBOET0O HEJIABHETO JIpyTa.

«Iloxanmyii, 3aropauiics y4eHOCTbIO, KHUUThCS CTaHEeT, BaxxHU4YaTh. Hy u myT ¢ HUM Toraa
COBCEM!» — 3aKpYKUJIACh B €€ MO3TY [IOJI03pPUTEIbHAs MBICIIb [P IIEPBOM K€ CBUJaHUM ¢ Baceil.

Ho uerbipnaguaruneTnuii Bacunnii He «BaxkHUYaID», HE ropauica. Hanporus, oH ropsyo
OTHECCS K CBOEMY MaJICHBKOMY APYTY U C HEPBbIX e AHEW MPUHSJICS 3a YMCTBEHHOE pa3BUTHE
Kcenunu. Yro 3Ha1 cam, Bce cTapascs nepeaarb eid, TalkoM OT OTLa, B THXUE, JUIMHHbIE HOYH, KOT/1a
JIECHUYHUH, 3a1IEpEB Ha HOUb CBOIO CTOPOKKY Ha KJIIOY, YXOMJI HA HOYHOH J1030p IO JIECY.

Bckope nmoa pykoBOJICTBOM CBOEro apyra MajneHbkas KcaHsi Bblyuniach YUTaTh U MHUCATh.
Bolyunnach u koii-ueMy Jpyromy, y3Hajia o pa3HbIX CTpaHaxX M HapoAax, O UyXKUX 3€MJISIX U O TOM,
4yTO OBUIO 32 MHOTO BEKOB Ha Pycu Benukoii. Bce To, 4TO BhIHEC XpOMON MaJIbuUK U3 YEThIPEX-
KJIACCHOM IIKOJIBI, — BCE MEPEal OH CBOEH CMYITION MOPYIKKE.

Heoxxunannas v cuaciivBas BCTpeda ¢ TMMHA3UCTOM BUKTOpOM, CbIHOM Ipad)cKoro ymnpas-
JSIOUIETO, elle 0osblle MOJ0ABUHYIA Briepea Aeio pa3Butus Kcanu.

KynpsiBast cMyriias 1eBouka 1 I0HOLIa-TUMHA3UCT U3 «Po30Boroy, Kak Ha3bIBalIOCh UMEHUE
rpada XBaJBIHCKOTO, HAXOJUBILEECS B TPEX BEPCTAaX OT OMYMLIKH JIECa, BCTPETUIIMCH CIIy4aiiHO
y UeproBo#i mactu u pasroBopuwinck. 13 storo nepsoro pasroBopa Kcans y3nana, uro Bukrop
MypuH He O0UTCS €€, HE CUNTAET KOJJIOBCKUM OTPOJIbEM, KaK €€ JIEPEBEHCKHE Bparu; OOJbIIIE TOTO
— HE BEPUT HU B KaKO€ KOJIJIOBCTBO, HU B KAKHE Yaphbl, IOTOMY YTO YUTAET YMHbIEC KHUTU U YUUTCS
[0 HUM, U 3HAeT U3 HUX, YTO HET Ha CBETE HU JICLIUX, HU JIOMOBbIX, HU PyCaJIOK, HU JIECOBUKOB,
HU JIECOBUYEK, HU ITPOYEH HEUNCTH.

W xHuUr y HETro MHOTO — 1eNbIi mKad, 1emoe 60raTcTBo.

— Xouels, Oyay AaBath Tebe UMTaTh? — MpEIoKII OH aeBouke. — [Ipuxoau B Po3zoBoe 3a
HUMU.
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I'maza Kcanu 3auckpunncs BoctoproMm. OHa, O61aronapsi ceoemy yuutento Bace, 3Hana yxe
IPEIeCTh EYaTHOI'O CJI0BA, U BCS TaK U 3arOpesiach CYACThEM.

— Xopotio... mpuy... He HaayH TONbKo! — OypKHYIa oHa ce0e o HOC M TOMYajiach B Yaly,
KAaK JUKUH, HETIOAUMBIN 3BEPEK.

W npunuia B TOT e Beyep.

Buxkrop ne ooManyn Kcanto. OH cTan gaBath el KHUTU 0€3 cueTa, KaXKIbli pa3 y orpajbl
YIPaBUTEIHCKOTO JJOMHUKA, 32 YIJIOM. B 10M OHa He BXoAuIIa, 00sICh BCTPEYH C JIFOIbMU U ONIacasiCh
WX HACMEIIIEK.

C ’aIHOCTBIO MPOOETATN STU KHUTH B JIECHOM CTOPOXKKE XPOMOM MAJTBIMK M YepHOIJIa3as
neBouka. [IpounTeiBanu, momiomias CTpaHuIly 3a cTpanuieil, 1 Kcans Hecia oOpaTHO KHUTH B
Po3oBoe, 4T00BI TONYYUTH APYyTHE.

HoBas u3Hb OTKpBIBaJIaCh MEPEl HEI, M BCA 371002 U 00MIa YXOIWIH KyIa-TO JAJEKO,
JTAJIEKO B TAKUE MUHYTHI U3 €€ 0’)KECTOUCHHOW MaJIeHbKOM JTyIIIH.

To ObuH cnagKue, PaoCTHBIE MTHOBEHHUS.
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masa V
INlec konayet. TanHa pa3obnavyeHa

brein Beuep... [pemain crapsiii ec... 3aTUXJIM 04apOBaHHbIC HIOHBCKUMH CYMEPKaMU BEJTH-
KaHBI-JIEPEBbsI, 3aTUXJIM KY3HEUMKH B MBIIIHOM TpaBe. .. BeTepok 3acTbul Me BETBEH JIMCTBEHHHUL,
OKOJIJOBAaHHBIN TOM k€ TUIIMHOM... CJIOBHO HEMOHSTHBIE Yapbl CTPYWINCH B 3€JIEHOBATO-CUHEM
IPOCTPAHCTBE JieCa C MYLIMCTBIX BEPXYIIEK MCIOJUHOB-IEPEB, C MIATKOM M MIIMCTON TpaBbl U
Moxa...

ITo necnoit nopore ma Kcans.

Koportkas 1060uka, 9nucThIil papTyK, TpyOble KOXKaHble OalIMaku, CTapeHbKas, BO MHOTHX
MeCTax 3aIulaTaHHas KO()TOYKA U SPKO-KPACHBIN TIATOYEK MOBEPX CMOJISTHOM TOJOBKU — €IMH-
CTBEHHasi POCKOLIb €€ yOOroro KOCToMa, — BOT ¥ BECh HAPSJ| «JIECHON AEBOYKN», KaK Ha3bIBaJ €€
CBIH yNpaBJistoniero, BUKrop, uim «1ecoBUYKN», KaK 3BajIM €€ KPECThSHE.

«Jlecnas nesoukay» nuia B Pozooe. I11na oz Beuep, 4T0OBI HUKTO €€ HE 3aMETHIT B TPadCKOi
ycaas0e. B cMyTiioii pyke oHa aeprana madyky KHUT — MUJIBIX KHUT, KOTOpPbIE HECJIa OOMEHSATh Ha
JpyTHe, HEBEIOMBbIE.

Kcans ma jgerko u ObICTpO, MOANPHITUBAs, KaK K032, C YIIOCHUEM BIbIXasi B Ce0sl CBEXKHIA
CMOJIMCTBIH 3amax U M pa3ropeBIIMMHUCS OT yA0BOJIbCTBUS IN1a3aMH 110 cTopoHaMm. Jlec kongo-
BaJl CBOEH 3a4apOBAaHHOM TUILMHOW, MUJIBIM, CTAPBIN JIEC, KOTOPBIM OHA 3HAET BJIOJIb U ITONIEPEK U
B Yallly KOTOPOT'0 €€ BJI€UET BCErAa HEO0IUMO.

Munsiii, craperit nec! Kaxnas OblTMHKa € B HEM 3HaKOMa, Kaxxaas TpaBka. OHa 3HAET, e
HAXOJUTCS THE3/10 CTAapOd MBOJIH, 3HACT AYIUIO JUCHYKH, 3HAET, I7I€ BOAATCS BBIBOJIKH JHUKHUX
YTOK ¥ KypoOIIaTOK HaJl JIECHOH TOMNbIO... Bce orpoMHbIe HCIIOIMHCKUE MYypPaBbUHbBIE KYyUU 3HAET
HarepedeT. HeT Hy)XIbpI, 4TO BEJTMK CTaphIi Jiec: OHa ero m30erayia BIOJb U TONepeK, OecredyHo
HareBasi ce0e MoJ] HOC, MHOT/Ia CO CTapbIM JIUHBIM PYKbEM, YHECEHHBIM MIOTUXOHBKY, TO y4ach
CTPEJIATH TI0 YTKaM U TETEPEeBaM, TO MaCTEPCKH MepeApa3HUBasi KPUK KYKYIIKH, ICTpeOa, HBOJITH.
A uHOH pa3, Korjga codepyTcs 3a SrofjaMu *apKUM HIOHbCKHM JTHEM KPECTbSIHCKHE PEOSTHUILKH,
OHA HApOYHO OINEPEIUT UX, 3alpAUYETCs B KyCTaxX U, IIyTKU paJu, CTOHET U BOET CTPAIIHbBIM I0JI0-
COM OTTyJa, TOUHO HACTOSIIIas JecHas KoiayHbs. JleTu B yxace, modpocaB Ky30BKU OT IpHOOB U
SIFOJl, HECYTCS YyTh JKUBBIE OT CTpaxa BPACCHIIHYI0. A OHA 3a HUMU: CBUILET, TMKAET, XJIOMAET B
Ja/I0IIN, XOXOUET AUKO, CTPAIIHO, HAa BECH JIEC.

— JlecoBuuka! — B MICCTYIJIEHUU BOIST PEOATHUIIKU U CTPEJION MUaTCs OT HEeE.

Kcans 3mopancTByert: «oromcTunan!..

OHu ee TpaBAT, My4aroT, IPO3AT OKOJIOTUTh, KOIJ1a OHA BBIXOAUT U3 CBOETO JIECA 33 ChECT-
HBIMU IIPUIIACaMHU B JEPEBHIO, — TaK BOT UM 3a 3T0. Jlo cmeptu HanyraeTt ux. OHa — cepauras,
MCTHUTEJNbHAs, 371as1. OHa He npocTUT. JlecoBuuka Beab OHa.

Iopoti eif u caMO# KaKeTCs, 4YTO OHA JIECOBUYKA. Y JPYTuX AETeHd ecTb OTell, MaTb, Oparhs,
CECTpHI, POJICTBEHHHUKHU. A y Hee HUKOTO... OTkyna oHa? He 3naer Kcamns.

W kaxercst eii mopoii, 4TO BHINIIIA OHA W3 JAYIUIA CTApPOro ayoa... Beluia npsMo Ha JIECHYIO
HOJISIHY U cTaja *uTh. .. Crapslii gec ee otel]. CMOIMCTHIN BO3AyX KUHYJ U PyMsIHELl B €€ LIEKH, U
KT'YYuil OTOHB B YEpHBIE TJ1a3a. .. JIec jke Jan el 3Ty CHIIy ¥ CMEJIOCTb, U JIOBKOCTh PYKE, U OBICT-
poty Horam. U GeccrpariHoii caenan ee crapsiil iec. Huuero ona He 6ourtcs. Huuero! Housto Ha
KJIaJIOMIIE MTOMIET U MEPTBEIIOB BBI3BIBATH CTAHET, B JMKOH IUISICKE TOTOBA KPYKHUTHCS C HUMH.
Wnm Houblo k€ B caMylo Yally jeca HOWJET, Ipa3HUT CTaporo JIEIIEro, BbI3bIBAET CMYIIIBIX 3€j1e-
HOKYJIPBIX JIOUEK €T0 UIPaTh C HEH, BBI3BIBAET U... cMeeTcs. .. JIto0o ei, 11000 k1aTh UX U 3aMHU-
paTh OT HEMOHATHOM ClIaJIKOM PaloCTH B HAJEK/ 1€ OBITh yCIblIaHHOW UMU. HO OHM HE TpUXoasT, —
He XOTAT... OHa He ux... OHa UM uyxas...

Kro xe ona, B camom niene? CrnpamuBana Bacunust — momuut Bacs... [la pa3Be oH 3HaeT?
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TouyHO CKBO3b TyMaH IPUIIOMHHAET OHA JKEHIIUHY YYIHYIO, JETKYI0, THOKY10, KaK IPYTHK, —
BOT-BOT Mepesomurcs. .. Kpacasuiry mate cBoro npunomuHaet Kcans. .. JlaBHO 3T0 OBLIIO, JIE€T qBE-
Ha/ILAaTh Ha3a/d, a To ¥ Oonbie. Hocuia ee MaTh 110 jiecy, npuKuMaia K TPy, a caMma He TO TOBO-
puiia, He To mena. .. Mnum napyroii pa3 pasoneras B Oenoe miarbe, HapsiaHas, H3sIIHas TIOHECEeT ee,
Kcanto, B camyto yaiity jgeca, IOCTaBUT Ha IIEHb, & CaMa XOAUT KPyTrOM, UTO-TO CTPAHHOE TOBOPHT,
TO IUTAYET, TO CMEETCsl, PyKaMM MaIlIET, TO K 3eMJI€ IPUMAJIET, TO OISATh BCKOUYUT HAa HOI'M, 000MMET
KcaHro 1 HEe)XHO-HEXKHO LIETTyeT U B JI0O, U B ILIEKH, U B IJIa3a.

22



J1. A. Yapckas. «JlecoBuyka»

[Tomuaut Kcans st nouenyu. Kak cka3zka craporo jeca mpuaTHbl €id OHM... [ne tenepb
mama? Jlaneko oHa. Yexana, cyacTbsl UCKaTh yexana... He Bepuercs... [Aaas1 Hukonaii rosopur —
He BepHeTcs... [laneko yexana.

— Mawma 151 MO, Mama! — BBIpBIBa€TCSI MHOTAA U3 YCT JEBOYKHU, U HANpsSKEHHAs TOCKIIH-
Bas [yMa pPOET ropsiuylo FOJIOBKY MO CMOJISIHBIMU KyzpsiMu. .. JInunko Kcanu cranoBuTcs Torna
HEBBIPA3UMO T'PYCTHBIM. ..

A Kpyrom Jiec KoJaayer...

Konnyer nec...

— Bot Tebe ogHa KHUTa, BOT Apyras, BOT TPeThs. [IpodTu Bce... 0COOCHHO 3Ty, PO IEMOHA,
PO 1bSIBOJIA, KOTOPBIM Ha 3€MIIIO CJI€3all, MOHAXUHIO cMyIail... Ha, nepxu. ..

— BukropuHnbka!

— To-to Bukrtopunska. Pana, Heboch... [1azenku cBepkatoT... A «Kanutanckyro JOUKy»
npowia?

— Ipouna... JlocanHo, 4to Xpabporo KanuTaHa yousu.

— Yk u nocagHo!

— Eit-bory... A npo nemMoHa kak xe?

— Jlagno, mpouTens 1 y3Haenb. KHUTH MOXKEIIb JOMbIIe 3aepXkKath... Y TeOs B COXpaHHO-
CTH, 3HalO.

W BbIcOKUI ceporia3blii TIMHA3UCT JeT 16, 310pOBBINA, MyCKYIUCTbIN U CTPOHHBIH, C OTKPBI-
THIM KPacCHBBIM JIMLIOM U BeceJbIM B30poM, kKuBHYI Kcane.

—IIpomaii! A Beuepom mpuieb Ha IPa3IHUK B3VITHYTh? — HEOXKUAAHHO J00aBUII OH, OCTa-
HaBJIUBAsl I€BOUKY.

— Ha npa3gHuk? — BbIpBajoCch U3yMJIEHHBIM 3BYKOM y ToM. — Ha kakoii npa3nHuk?

— Bor uynnas! Huuero He 3Haems! — U TUMHA3UCT BECeNIO paccMmesuics... JlecoBuuka u
Bpsamb!.. He napom 1e0s npasust moau... Kpome cBoero jieca, HU4ero 3Harh He Xo4ellb... Bor
qt0: Ui rpaduHiomky Harel yerpoen 6ain B 3amke... Cibixana, He00Ch, 4TO rpaMHIOIIKA TIpHe-
xana? [lecats neT foma He Oblia. Bee o 3arpanunam nednnach. Buauiie, eif Hain Kiaumar BpezieH,
HO Teneps, Kak nepeexanu rpadsl crona B Po3oBoe, To Hanumm, 4To rpad)uHIONIKY MOYXXHO BOCIIH-
TaTh U Ha poAuHE, 1oMa... U Bepuynu... Hy, BoT ans Hee u npa3anuk yctpowiu... Coceau Bce
cbenyres... Hapsaansle, Ooraun. @y-Tbl, HY-Thl!

[Tpu >THX cOBaX TMMHA3HUCT MPE3PUTEITHHO CBUCTHYI U TOOABWIIL:

— He mro6mr0 51, korna roctu y Hac. Hammm «rpadunsTay emie 60JbIne HOC TOTIa 33 JUpParoT. ...
bectonous! Kuuarcs, a yero? — camu He 3HatoT... KpecThsin u3 COHEBKHU MO3BAJIA HA PO30BYIO
ayxaiky... [Tuporu ajig HUX NEKyT, MMBa HaBapuiH... YTOlIeHbe OyAeT MO€ MOYTEHUE, TPY-JIsi-
ns... [puxonu!

— A HUKTO HE yBUIUT?

—IInaroyek HaZieHb — HE Y3HAIOT, WJIK OOJIBIIYIO Ialb. .. Y T€0s €CTh Takasi, 3Hal0, OT MaTepu
ocTanack... Benb BepHo ects? [Ipuxonu...

— Ipuny.

W xuBHYB, B CBOIO 04Yepelb, FOI0BOM ManbuuKy, Kcans puHynack 06110 K 1Bepu. Eil mocibli-
IIAJIUCh B COCEIHEN KOMHATE YIPaBUTEIbCKOTO JIOMa YbH-TO JIETKUE Kpaayluecs 1iary. ..

Ceroanst oHa, 10 JKETaHUIO ChIHA YIIpaBIIsOIIero, BukTopa, oTBaXxuiachk B epBbIi pa3 mpo-
HUKHYTb B CAMbIi JOM YNIpaBIISIIOIIETO, I71€ )KUJI B JIETHEE BpeMs Y OoTLa rTMMHa3ucT Buts MypuH.
Hano 6b110 ciemuTh: HEPOBEH Yac — HArPSIHYT. ..

Vxe Kcans Oputa Ha mopore, Korja MallbduK, TOYHO OCEHEHHBIN BIPYT KAKOK-TO JTyKaBOM
MBICJIBIO, CKa3aJjl, 3HAYUTENbHO IS Ha CBOIO TOCTBIO:
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— Te1 mpo nmpuxIroUeHue cipixana?

— IIpo xakoe mpukiItOUeHHE?..

— Jla mpo rpadckoe... VIX B Ty rpO30BYIO HOUB, IATh JHEH TOMY Ha3aJl, JOMAIN MTOHECIN
Ha caMyto Ha UepToBy macTsk... Jlymanu — KoHell mpuiiel. .. Moiionas rpaduHIOIIKa cpa3y Toro. ..
«axu! oxu! ynecu mou norpoxu!» Ilnader u KpuuuT: «I1aiTe XOTh HA KOMEEUKY €Ile MOXKHUTH!»
¥ TOMY TIoJi00HOE... Brpyr BeIcTpen mpsiMo B 100 KopeHHOU... Kopennas Oar... ['padunionika
«ax!», rpad «ox» U AaBail cpamMBaTh «KTO cTpeysiia?» U mpsir ga ckok u3 cBoero kopsita. Ho
TaK ¥ HE y3HAJI, KTO cTpessil. .. OKa3aoch, HedncTas cuiia crpessiia. .. Kakas-To uepnas ¢urypa,
POCTOM C MapMHOBAaHHYO KOPIOIIKY, ¥ CBO€ UMsI HE TOBOPHT... TaMHCTBEHHBII HE3HAKOMEII. .. Kym
npsiBonial.. M myt ero 31aer euie kto! Ha Bce BOmpochl MOTUUT MIIM MBIYMT, UJIH COIUT, YTO-HUOY b
B 3TOM poJie... A Kyuep AHIpPOH M JsnHu: «JlecoBuukaly

W BBIKpHUKHYB MOCIEAHEE CIOBO CTPAIIHBIM T0JI0COM, BHKTOp Tak CKOCHII IJ1a3a, 4To Apyrast
Ha Mecte Kcanu pacxoxoranacek Obl 6e3 yepxy, HO el ObUIO He 10 TOTO M OHAa MOJI4a JK/JaJia mpo-
JOJDKEHHUS paccKasa.

Bukrop ucnbityrome rsaen Ha KcaHro 1 MHOTO3HAUYUTEIBLHO CBUCTEN cebe TI0 HOC.

Kcans Beprena konen gapryka B pykax H, IS HCIIOUIOObS HA CBOETO JIpyTa, Kycalia ryObl.

Mononoit MypuH Bce CMOTpEII Ha Hee, IOCBUCTBIBAsA, HAKOHEI] 3aX0X0Tall BO BCE TOPJIO:

— A Benp rpada-To u ero A0uky cracia Tei! M HukTO 3TOTO HE Mogo3penaet! Hu onun HOC!
Jlaxxe AHAPOH M TOT JyMAeT, 4TO 3TO ObLIA ApyTast IECOBUYKA. .. VX BeIb, IO €r0 MHEHUIO, MHOTO
B JIECY BOJUTCH. ..

— Uner xTo-TO! — BCKpHKHYa BApYT KcaHns, ¢ ObICTpOTON MOJHUY 1IAPAXHYJIACh B CTOPOHY,
HepenphIrHylia yepes OKHO, MPSIMO B CaJl, B IBETHUK Ha AYIIACTYIO KIIyMOY U ITyCTHIIACh CTPETIOLO,
CJIOMS TOJIOBY, I10 JIYTY K JIECY, K CTApOMY JIECY, KOTOPBIM OIMH MOT YKPBITh €€ OT JIIOJEH. . .

Cepnue Kcanu cryuano. Kpos HenpepsIiBHO Omiia B BUCKH. B rosose mrymerno. ..

O, Tonbko 061 oHM He y3Hanu! ToiapKo OBl HE y3HAIM TOCIOAA, YTO 3TO caenana oHa. M6o
TOTJ]a OHU HaBEPHOE TO30BYT €€ K cede, CTaHyT JAOMBITHIBATHCS, OJIarofapuTh, HArPaX1aTh, XBa-
auTh... Hert, HeT, mopanbpme ot 3tux rpados... He xouer ona Hu moxsai, HU Harpasn ux... Cme-
ATHCS OHU HaJ HeH OyIyT, CMEATHCS, YTO OHA HU CTOATh HH CHJETh, HU PYK JepXkKaTh HE yMeeT
KaK HaJl0, No-«uxHemy». M roBopuTh He ymeeT, kak oHH... bor ¢ Humu! He Hago ¢ HumMu BeTpe-
qarbes... He Hago! OHa necHas eBouka, JecoBuuka. Uto o0mero y Hee ¢ HUMHU, ¢ Ooradamu, ¢
6apamu XBanbiHCKMH? Ho, MOkeT ObITh, He y3HatoT?.. U BpsiMb He y3HaroT. JIumb 061 Buktop
He BbIal... Hebock, 0H-TO moranacs cpa3sy, 4To 3To oHa Obuia... Tompko 061 Momuan! Hamo emy
3a ATO JKMBOTO €Ka MJIU MTEHI[a TOPICHKH MPUBOJIOYH U3 Jeca. [TycTs Temmres u Mordur!

Kcans 6exaina 6e3 orisiiku, ObICTPO, 00SICh OMISTHYTHCS Ha3ad... A BIPYT TOHATCS 32 HEM?
Haronst, BepHyT, CBSI3aHHYIO BEpHYT HAaCHJIBHO U NMPUBEAYT B ycaap0y... Cpamora!

Onymika! Jlec! Cnasa bory! Emie oguH npbsbKOK, U IEBOUKA C HACTAXKICHUEM PACTAHYJIACh
Ha MSITKOW TpaBe.

Ee HOrM 4yTh MPUTOMUIIKCH OT Oera, HO MBICIH BCe paboTanu u padoTanu ObICTpee MPek-
HETO.

«M 3auem mpuexanu 3Ty rpadbl croaa BecHoi... [lecars ner He Haezxkanu... U Bapyr kak
CHET Ha rojioBy: U rpad, u rpaduns, u aeru! Touno c¢ Heba ynanu... Oxuno Po3osoe... 1 kakoe
UMS-TO TIIynoe ycaan0e ganu! — BoaMyiuanack MbicieHHO Kcans... — Otuero He benoe, ne 3ene-
Hoe, He Popkee? Jlsan ux pasoeper! IlpaBna, rpaduns, TOBOpSAT, A0 CMEPTYILKH PO3bl JIIOOUT U UX
BOKPYT JIOMa ThMa-ThbMYIIasi, CTpacTb cKobko! OTToro 6yaro 0wl 1 ,,P030BBIM" ipo3BaH!»

Kcans moBena Hocom u xapaktepHo (bipkHyaa. OHa MOMHMIIA, YTO ycans0y, KaK U cocell-
HIOIO C HEH JepEeBHIO, 3BaJIH, TIOKA OHA CTOsUIa 3aKOJIoueHHas U myctasi, COHEBKOH, a TYT BOT HOAX
X TbI, PO30BO€ OTKyHa-TO B35JI0CH!
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Kcans 3nunace. Eif XoTenock B3ISHYTh Ha MPa3fIHUK XOTh U3aJId, HE TOAXOAs OMU3Ko, a
Tenepb Bce KOHUEHO — pyXHyau ee Mmeuthbl! Tenepp, koraa rpag aorajnaics, KTO UX CHACUTENb, OH
OyIeT UCKaTh €€, HalAET U... YMPET CO CThIJIa IIepe] BaKHBIMU rocrogamu oHa — Kcans. ..

Crapslii 1ec moHemMHory TemHell... Cepebpucras poca MOKpbUIa OPUILTHAHTOBBIMH OJIeCT-
KaMU I[BEThI U OBUIMHKM. .. Elie THIe cTano Kpyrom... JlepeBbs TEpAIu B TEMHOTE CBOU OIpeEJie-
JICHHbIE OYEpTaHMUs U Ka3aJluCh OTPOMHBIMM (paHTacTHYecKUMU cyuiecTtBamu. Kcans nputuxia,
3a4apOBaHHAs 3TOM MOJYAJIMBOM JIACKOM Jjieca. B Takme MUHYTBI CMyInas J1€BOYKAa M BEIH-
KaHBI-/I€PEBbsI, U POOKHUE IIBETUKHU-OBUIMHKHY KaK Oy/ITO 3aKITI0YaIH MEX/Ty COOOH KpacHBBIi M T€C-
HBIN IPYKECKHUH COM03. ..

Brnaxnast TpaBa HEXXHO JIbHYJA K pa3ropeBLIEMYCs IMUHUKY, OCBeXxas ero. Bepiimnsl nepe-
BbEB ILIENTAIN YTO-TO YyTh CJIBIIHO... VI pa3ropsiueHHOMY BOOOPa)KEHUIO JIECHOM JIE€BOUKH CTaJl
MEPEIIMTHCS ITPU3PAK TOHKUM U BO3AYIIHBIN, CKOJIB3UBIIMI K HEM HABCTpEUy JIETKOW MOCTYIIBIO,
IIEJIECTS MO CTAPbIM ONABIINM MPOIIJIOTOAHUM JUCTHSIM U MXY...

— Mawma! Mawma! — cppiBaeTcs ApokaliMMK 3ByKaMu ¢ Ty0 jgecoBuuku. — Mama! Mamal!

Kcansa npotaruBaer pyku Bmepea... OHa 4yBCTBYeT NMPHOIMIKEHHE YErO-TO CBETIONO U
PaZ0CTHOTO, KaK CJIaJIKUH COH FOHOCTH... 3HaKOMbIH 1menect... Hexubli menect... Ho ronoca He
CJBIIIHO. .. JIuma He BuaHO. Jla KcaHs ero u He mOMHUT, HE 3HaeT... K ykacy cBoeMy HE 3HAeT,
3a0bL1a Joporoe uio... Ho oHa €T, *AeT co Claakoi HaJeXK A0, BCS TPETIET, BCA PaJ0CTh, BCA
oxxuganue... OHa OKUJAET Ty, K KOTOPOH Tak CTPAHHO BJIEUET €€ cepale... Eif Mano moHsITHO 3TO
YyBCTBO, HO 3HAKOMO, 3HaKOMO 0€3 KOHIA... OHa 4acTo Tak 0)KMJIaeT CBOIO MaTh B TUIIMHE 3a4a-
POBaHHBIX JICTHUX HOYCH... MoXeT ObITh, 3T0 M000Bh? Ho oHa, Kcans, He ymeeT moOuTh... OHa
JIECOBHMUKA... Y HEe Cep/lle MOXHATOE, «B LIEPCTH», KAK FOBOPAT TE, KTO €€ HEHABUIUT. ..

Ox, X0Tb OBl YBUJIaTh, XOTh ObI BCIOMHUTH €€ JIUII0, BOJIOCHI, I1a3a!

W nenbimMu yacaMu OHa XKJIET U IyMaeT PO «HEE», PO CBOIO Mamy...

— Mawma! Mawma! I'ne To1?

Mosmuar crapsie ayObl... Momuur Jec...

Brpyr cTpanHbId UMUK 3ByK, TOYHO BBICTPEI. ..

B ogny munyty Kcans Ha HOrax.

I'pe3 kak He ObIBasO!

Uro 310? Co cTopoHsI Tpadckol ycaapObl cBeTIO... TOUHO 3apeBO MOXkKapa CTEIETCS 0
nyxaiike. Kakoil cTpaHHBIN IMyprypoBbIil OroHB! A B YepHOE HEOO JIETUT 3Mesl, JNTMHHOXBOCTAs,
spKasi, ropsmias, kKak ¢axein. B3nerena 10 TeMHBIX 001aKOB, 3710BEIIIE NS U B3BUBASCH JYyTOH, U
HOCBHINIAIKMCH 3BE3/Ibl OT €€ XBOCTA, SIPKHE, TOPIOYUE, TUBHO CBETIIbIC, KAK COJHIIE UJIU OTOHB!

W xpuku nocneimanucsk B Ty ke MUHYTY Kcane. Ho He ncnyranssle, He MOJIsLMe O IOMOLIH,
a TPOMKHE, JIMKYIOIUE, KaK CaMO TOPKECTBO.

UYro 310 Takoe?

['ma3a neBouku BIUIMCh B HEOO, HA KOTOPOM MEAJIEHHO Tasijia, Ipo0sCh Ha MEJIKUE 3BE3/Ibl,
JUIMHHOXBOCTAs!, OTHEHHAsSI 3MEsl.

Hpornyna Kcans. [1a3a pacmmpunmch ot mobonbiTcTBa. Ho3apu 3aTpernerany. ..

Onste BeicTpe... Bropas 3mes. .. Eie nirHHee, XBOCTUCTEe, OTHUCTEE NepBoi... 1 cHoBa
30JI0TBIM CHOTIOM CBEPKAIOILMX 3BE€3/] PACChINaiach Ha 3EMIIIO.

— A-a-a! — KaKuUM-TO TUKUM 3BYKOM IIOJHOTO HEJOYMEHUS, BOCTOpPra U M3yMJICHUS BbIpBa-
noch y Kcanu, u 6osnbliie OHa yKe He paccykaaia.

Y3Hatp, BO 4TO OBl TO HU CTAJIO Y3HATh, YTO 3TO OBLIN 3@ 3MEH, OCTPHIM, KI'YUUM KEJIaHUEM
3aKUIENIo B Aaylie AeBo4YKU. He pasmbliuisas o MOCIeNCTBUSAX, OHA TEM K€ OCIIEHBIM rajoIoM,
KaKUM TPUMYAIach CIoJa JIBa yaca Ha3aj, mojerena K rpadckoit ycaapoe, He 4ysl HOT 1oJ] cO0Oii.
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Masa VI
Tak 4OMKHO ObINO CNYy4YNTbLCH

Korga Kcans mpubnuxanack K po30BCKOM Jy>KalKe, Mpa3IHUK ObLUT YK€ B IIOJTHOM pasrape.
KpoBaBo-nypriypHoe miamsi OEHIajgbCKOro OrHSl 03apsulo (paHTACTUYECKHUM 3apeBOM IOJISHY, C
YCTaBJICHHBIMH Ha HEH CTOJIaMU, OKPY>KEHHBIMHM CKaMEeWKaMH. 3a 3TUMU CTOJIAMU [TUPOBAIIU Kpe-
CThSIHE, OJIEThIE HAPSIIHO, NO-NPA3THUYHOMY.

Kycku sxapeHol cBUHMHBI, TUPOTH, Oy THIJIKK C BOAKOH, BE/Ipa C MMBOM — BCE KMBO MTOIIIOIIA-
JI0Ch HETPEOOBATEIBHBIM U HEKAIIPU3HBIM Ha YrolieHne Hapo oM. POoHApHU U TOMUHYTHO BCIIBIXH-
BAIOLIEE IJIaMsl TO KPaCHOTO, TO CUHETO, TO 3€JIEHOTO OTHS OCBELIaNIN JTyXaiiKky. Mexy cronaMu
CHOBAJIM PEOSITUIIKY, yIUIETast IPSTHUKHA U OPEXH, IIEAPO PO3TaHHbIE UM rpadckuM OyheTankom.

W3 rocnoackoro 1omMa Heclauch 3ByKU MY3bIKU. Llenblil opkecTp, BhITUCAHHBINA U3 T'yOepH-
CKOTO TOpo/ia, UTrpaJl 3By4HbIE, KPAaCUBbIE MEOJUU OaJbHBIX TAHIIEB.

CKBO3b pacTBOPEHHbIE HACTEKb OKHA HECJIHCh BECEIbIE I0JIOCA U MOJIOJOW, paJOCTHBIN
CMeX.

Ban B rpadckoii ycaanp0e ObIT B caMoM pasrape.

Kcans, poOko npobupasick 1o HEOCBEIIEHHOMY MECTY, MEKIY JI€PEBBSAIMH, OKPYKAIOILHUMU
JTyXaiKy, MOYTH BIUIOTHYIO MOAONLIA K OJIMXKaIIeMy CTONY, CKPbITasi OT HErO TOJCTHIM CTBOJIOM
VCITOJIMHCKOM nunbl. [Inupyromuye KpecTesiHE HE MOITIM 3aMETUTh ee. VX packpacHeBIIuecs JIMNA,
UX IIyMHBIC TOJ0CA U Pe3KHe HEyBEpEHHBIE ABIKEHHSI TOBOPHIIHM 32 TO, YTO TpadCcKue TOCTH HE
oOuzenu ceds U BO3AAIU IOJDKHYIO IaHb TOCIOJCKOMY YTOIEHUIO.

WM 6b1510 Teneps He 10 Kecanu. PebaTumiky sxe Tak 3aHsUIMCh MEXy COOOM, BbIpbIBasi APYyT
y Jipyra JakOMCTBa, YTO TOX€E HE 3aMETUJIM MIPUX0Jja HEHaBUCTHOM UM JIECOBUYKH.

Ona crosiyia npuTHX1Ias, yieamas B ce0si, B 0KUAaHUHU HOBOT'O MOSIBIICHHUS OTHEHHOW 3MéeH,
TaK nopasusLIeil ee BooOpaxeHnue. Uto 3to Moo 0b1Th — Kcans He 3Hana. OHa HUYero noJoOHOro
HE BUJIEJNA ellle B CBoeH »ku3HU. He Buena oHa K TaKuX BKYCHBIX SICTB, IIOJ] TSKECTbIO KOTOPBIX
JIOMUJIMCh CTOJIBI, OKpYKE€HHbIe upytomumu. beansokka! Ei, He eBiieid, kpome noxJie00K U Kalliu
71a KOpPOK xyieba ¢ MOJIOKOM U KapToderneM, el Ka3ainuch BCe 9T MUPOTH, CBUHUHA U MPSHUKH Y
pedsT moucTuHe HapckuM yromenueM. K Tomy ke oHa Obla roonHa ceroaHs 0ojee yeM Kornia-
mu6o. JImuHHAS TBOWHAS MPOTYIKA U3 ycaap0bl B JIeC U 00OpaTHO HE MOTJIa HE MOCTIOCOOCTBOBATh
Ha30MJIMBO Pa3BUBAOILIEMYCSI C KaXKIbIM MTHOBeHHEM anneTuty. CinroHku Tekinn y Keanu, u 3anax
KapeHOW CBUHHMHBI IIEKOTaJl 00OHSIHUE; MO JIOKEUKOH cocano... YToObI HEe BHIETh BCEX ITUX
coOJIa3HUTENBHBIX BEIEH, OHa MPUKMypuia axe Beku... Ho Henanonro. OnHa-aBe MUHYTHI — U
Iv1a3a ee IUPOKO OTKPbUIUCH, TUXUH, UyTh CIBIIIHBIA KPUK BBIPBAJICS U3 TPYAH.

Uto-TO HEOOBACHUMOE TBOPUIIOCH MEpe] Hell. B Bo3ayxe BepTeoch OTHEHHOE Kojieco. Bep-
TEJIOCh C HEONHUCYEMOM OBICTPOTOM, pacchlnas BOKPYT ceOs 3BE3bl U UCKPbI, UCKPHI U 3BE3/IbI,
0e3 cuera, 6e3 uucna... YTo-To CTUXUWHO NMpEeKpacHOe ObUIO BO BCEH 3TOM OBICTPO Bpallaro-
1ieiica Macce OrHs, 10 TOro mpekpacHoe, uto KcaHsi He Bblaeprkaia U, BCS MOJATOHsEMasi OHUM
CTPACTHBIM, HETIPEOIOIUMBIM XKeJIaHHEM Y3HaTh, BO YTO ObI TO HU OBUIO y3HaTh, YTO TO TAKOE,
3a0BIB YTPOXKAIOUIYIO € OMTACHOCTH OBITH Y3HAHHOM, PUHYJIACH BIIEPE U B OJHY CEKYHIY OUyTH-
Jach nepes YyA0AeHCTBEHHBIM KOJIECOM, MEUYIIIUM OJJHOBPEMEHHO U UCKPBI, U 3BE3/Ibl, U IIAMS.
OrpoMHbBIMU IT1a3aMH, paCIIMPEHHBIMU OT U3yMJIeHUs U BocTopra, Kcans cmorpena, He OTpbIBa-
SCh. ..

Eii ka3anmocsk, 4TO Kakas-TO TaliHas CHUJIa IBUKET HEBUIUMOM PYKOH KOJIECO U YTO BOT-BOT U3
CaMoro IUIAMEHHU MOKAXKETCs TyX OrHsl, LAPCTBEHHBIN U PEKPACHBIM, B OTHEHHOM THApe, C MEYOM
B PYyKE.

Omna 3a0bUTach 10 TOTO, YTO MEpecTasa CO3HABATh IEHCTBUTENBHOCTD. [IpUIKOE BOOOpake-
HUE MOJIOJION JWKApPKH, HE BUJIEBIIICH B CBOCH JICCHOH TpyII00e HU (eiiepBepka, HU OCHTaIbCKOTO
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orHs1, co3naBayio bor BecTs kakue (haHTa3uM U JiereHabl. .. Ho BOT ruiaMst yMEHbIIHIIOCH, 0CIIa010
U C IIUIIEHUEM, BEIOPOCUB U3 ce0sl LIEIIbI CHOI UCKP, TIOTACIIO Pa30OM. ..

Mexay TeM KenThlii OCHralbCKUIl OrOHb, 3aXCKCHHBIA HA CMEHY KPacHOMY, O3apUil MECT-
HOCTb elle sipue, emie ceemiee. CTano pa3oM CBETNIO, Kak JAHEeM. OCBETHINCH JIMIIA MUPYIOLIUX,
OCBETHJIUCh UX MPAa3IHUYHBIC IPKUE OEHKIbl, OCBETHIIUCH CHYIOLINE MEX]y CTOIAMHU, B OXKHUAA-
HUM Noj1aueK, peOsTuiuki. .. M Bce cpasy 3ametrunu Kcanro, He 0)kMIaBUIYIO B 3TY MUHYTY TaKOrO
IpenaTeabCcTBa CBETA.

— JlecoBuuka! I'msanure! JlecoBuuka, Opatiiel, BeUIe3a U3 cBoeit HOphl! JlecoBuuka 31ech!
JlecoBuuka! — MOCHBIIATUCH TYT U TaM roJI0Ca HE TO U3yMJICHHBIX HEOXKUJJAHHOCTbIO, HE TO 3J10-
PaACTBYIOIIMX U PEOSITUILIEK, U B3POCIIBIX KPECThSIH.

«YUTH... yOexarb cKkopee... 0Ka He MO3AHO!» — BUXpeM IpoHecaoch B royoBe Kcanu, u
OHA YK€ METHYJIaCh ObLIO B CTOPOHY, C SIBHBIM HAMEPEHUEM NIPUBECTHU B UCIIOJIHEHUE CBOIO MBICIIb.

— Kyna, konnoBckas neuonka! Ynupars? Her, manumis, He yiiaens!

W orpomublii mapeHsb, TSHKEIO0 NOAHIBIIMCH C Kpas CTOJA, KaK U3-110J1 3¢MJIM BBIPOC MEpeN
Kcanen.

CJ0BHO 110 MAaHOBEHHIO HE3pUMOM PYKH BCE TIOBCKAKAJIN CO CBOMX MECT. PeOATHIKY ¢ BU3-
T'OM OKPY’KHJIU JIEBOUKY U, IpUCEas, MUIIA U JIOMAsICh, IPbITaId U BEPTEINCh BOKPYT Hee. B3poc-
Jble HE OTCTaBaju OT HUX. [7yxast HeHaBUCTh K Marepu KcaHu, KOTOpYIO0 OHM CUUTANIU 3a KOJITy-
HBIO, TENEepPh OOPYIIMIACH HA JI0Yb.

— Ilpunonzna-taku, BeAbMHHA JOYKa, — IOCIBIILIAJICS HErOAYIOUIMM BO3IIac pPOCIOro
napHs. — [Ipuramunacs Ha npa3qHUK, UILb Th!.. [T1a3u1iaMu Tak ¥ BOAWT, 4TO MoiiMaHHas coBal..
A Hy-Ka, pOOATHILKH, TIOy4YnTe-Ka ee! XOpOIIEHBKO MPOYYHTE BEIbMUHY JI0UYKY, YTOOBI IIPOIILIA Y
HEee 0XO0Ta U3 CBOEH HOPHI BHITIONI3ATH!

CkazaB 3TO, OTPOMHBIH MMapeHb OTOIIEN B CTOpOHY. Ha ero mMecte o4yTUINCh 10 MOIyTOpa
JIeCsITKa MAJIEHBKUX (PUTYPOK, KPUYABIINX, BU3KABIINX M XOXOTABIINX 0€3 YIEpKYy.

Kcans xopomo 3Hama Bcex atux Mamek, Akynek, Bacek, Tpumek u AHIOTOK. Y Hee C
HUMHU HE pa3 IpOUCXOAMIIN CThIUKH B Jiecy. He pa3, npecnenyemsle ero, Oexalii OHU BPACCHINHYIO.
Teneps Bce OHU JKaXAaJIM TOIBKO BBIMECTUTH HA «IIOTaHOM JIECOBUYKE)» BCE CBOU OOUIBI. . .

Kak 3anmyranHblii 3Bepek, npuxaras K CTBOJY JIepeBa, CTOsUIA ITOCPEIN BCEH ITON TOJIIbI
Kcans. O3apeHHast 1oroparoum miaMeHeM OEHIalbCKOTO OTHsI, OHAa B CAMOM JIeJIe Ka3ajach He
OOBIJICHHBIM, a CKOpee KaKHM-TO CBEPXbECTECTBEHHBIM CYIIeCTBOM. Ee BOIOCH COMIINCE; abIi
IUIaTOYEK yIasl C HUX BO BpeMs Oera, U MbILIHbIE, YEPHBIE, OJECTSIINE KOCMBI ChINAIUCh €M MyIIN-
CTBIMH TIPSIASIMU Ha JIOO, KU U Tpynb. YepHble, OTPOMHBIE, OCIICIHUTEIbHBIC T1a3a CBEPKAJIH.
Mernkwue, onmectsmue 3yObl 10 00JIM 3aKyCHIIH ITyPITyPHYIO HIDKHIOIO TYOY.

B Heli B 3Ty MuHyTY OBLIO, OOJI€E YEM KOTAa-I11M00, UTO-TO JUKOE, CTPAHHOE U XUILHOE. ..

JleTn TycTO# 1IENbIO OKPYXKHIIA €€ CO Bcex CTOpoH. CMyTIbie, 3aropesble pyYOHKH TMOTS-
HYJIMCh K HEH, IIa3€HKU CBEPKaJU TOp:KeCTBYyIoUIeH 31000i. Crapiine, yCreBIINEe HAECThCS U
HAIMUTKCS /10 OTBAITY, MPEIBKYIAsi HHTEPECHOE 3peruie, oMKUrain pedsat. BuHo caenano cBoe
neno. ['010BbI 3aTyMaHWINCh OT COUPTHBIX HapoB.

— A Hy-Ka, cyHbcs!.. Ona Te otnenaet!.. Ona e mokaxert!.. Tponb-ka ee!.. He6och, boumbcs?
A ny, a vy, Cenbka! JIn6o 11, AHIOTKa! D-3X — Kyzbl 5k BaMm!.. Kamm mano enu. .. HeGoch, mompkanm
XBOCTHI!

Tak roBopui MaJICHBKUH, NPU3EMHUCTBIA MYKHUYOK, KOTOPOTO HEJABHO TOJIBKO JIECHUYHN
omTpadoBai 3a MOPYyOKy Jieca M KOTOPBIA pasl ObUT OTOMCTHTH TENEph HH B YeM HE TOBUHHOU
JIEBOYKE.

Amntotka 1 CeHbKa ObIIH JIBOE CAMBIX CHIIBHBIX M CAMBIX OTYAasTHHO CMEJIBIX PEOST B ICPEBHE
Y KHYUJIUCh CBOEU CUJIOMN.

— CWIBHBI-TO CHIBHBI, J]a HE OOJIBLHO-TO TOPa3bl, KOJIU JIECOBUYKH OOS3HO CTAJIO, — MOA3a-
JIOPUBAJI JETEHN IbSHBIN MYKUYOHKO.
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AHI0TKa, Ha J1Ba rojia ctapuie CeHbkH, oqHUX JeT ¢ KcaHeil, Tak BCs U BCIIBIXHYJA.

VYpek npuuiencs ei He B OpoOBb, a B IJ1a3.

— A Koy Tak, Tak IVISIAM K Ha MeHs, as/ieHbka CemeH!

W, npex e ueM kTo-1100 MOT BBITOBOPUTH CJIOBO, OHA, AUKO B3BU3IHYB, ojckounia k Kcane
U, CXBaTUB €€ 32 BOJIOCHI, 30 BCEIl CUJIBI JIEpHYJIa UX.

JlecoBuuka ucnycTuia JUKUNA KPUK, KPETIKO CXBaTUIa 3a IJ1edd AHIOTKY U OTTOJIKHYJIA €€ C
TaKOU CUJION OT ce0s, YTO Ta OTCKOUMJIA I11aroB Ha MATh U TPOXHYJIACh 03€Mb, YAAPUBLINCH TOJIOBON
O TEHb.

— A-a-a-a! — He TO CTOHOM, HE TO T'PO3SALIMM KPUKOM IIPOHECIIOCH B TOJIIIE.

— Jlouenbka mos... Pomnas mos! Youna 1e6s!.. Kak ectp youna 1o cMepTu mojiasi Jieco-
Buuka! Kak ectp 10 cmepru! — ciblmiancs NpUUUTHIBAOIIMKA rojoc 0abbl ABIOTHU, MaTepu
AHIOTKH.

N xo1s1 AHtoTKa ceifuac e NOoAHsIach Ha HOTH U CHOBA pBaJlach BIIEPE, K IECOBUUKE, ABJO-
Thsl IPUYUTHIBAJA HAJ| IOYKOW, KaK IO MOKOMHUIIE, BOSI U PACKAYMBASICh U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY
BCEM TeJIOM. Brpyr, 03apeHHas KakOH-TO BHE3AIMHOW MBICJIBIO, OHA KMHYJIACh B CAMYIO CEPENNHY
TOJIIBI U 3aBU3Kaja IPOH3UTEIBHO U PE3KO:

— A? Po6Gs! a uto xe 310 3HauuT? A? nmokonu tepneth Oyaem? A? OHa Hammx AeTeit
HOPTUTH CTAHET... a Mbl KJIaHsics na tepnd... EifHas MaTh KonyHbs Oblia, HEKpEIleHas CUia,
BenpMa! CBoeit BOpoykOo#t Oenbl HachLIama, JIIOASIM 00JIeCcTH, CKOTY maiex... Y moueHbpka Toxe
oynert... I[locroitte... nammauemcs, ew-eit! Joxnmemcs! Bo! VYeumaere! ereit cnepBoHauamy
HaIMX nepeodneT, a Tam 3a Hac!.. Oif, MoueHbKH Moell HeT!.. TepneTh HEeBMOTOTY... JlecoBuuka,
Kak ecTh JiecoBuuka! W rasuia, kak y aesBona, ropar!.. Ox, ox, 4yp MeHs, ayp!

W, ruitonyB B cTOpOHY, ABIOTbSl YCHJIEHHO 3aKPECTUIIACh IIUPOKUM HUCTOBBIM KPECTOM.

Kcans crosna momnua, ropo 3akuHyB ToIoBY. [71a3a ee cBepKkaiu.

— Ts1 370 uTO XK€, a? PebsT HamMX 3amKdaTh HACMEPTH CTaNa, a?.. — pa3Aajcs rojJoc OJHOIO
13 HanOoJee MOABBITUBIINX KPECThSIH, TOACKOUMBIIEro K Kcane 0nm3ko-01u3Ko.

Tonna BCKOJBIXHYIIACK. ..

Bce, u crapuku, U KSHIUHBI, U JETH, PUABUHYIHNCH K TOPIO CTOSBIIEH TEBOYKE, YCTpe-
MUBIIICH CBOM OTHEHHBIN B30p Ha B3OCHICHHYIO TOJITY.

— JlecoBuuka u Bipsimb! IlocmoTpute, ma3uiia, Kak MIOLIKH, TOPST, YTO y KOLIKK! — OCIIbI-
HIajcs 4ei-To TOHEHLKUH Bo3miac. — BenbpMma, Kak ecTh Beabmal

— Benpma u ecTs! — mogxBaTHiIu APYyTHE, a OMUH NPUOABHIL: a YTO, OPATIIBI, CIBIXAI 5, YTO
OT B€IbMbI TOJIBKO OTHEM CIIACTHUCH MOYKHO.

— Bectumo orueM, TOJIBKO OrHEM! — MOCIIBILIATIUCH TO TYT, TO TaM IbsHbIE rojoca. — Konu
BebMa, K IPUMEpPY cKa3aTb, CTOPUT Ceiuac »*e; KOJIM XpUCTHAHCKasl AylIeHbKa — HE 000AOKETCS
HU €IUHBIM MaJbIEM... YK BepHO Tak!.. OT cTapbIX JIOJEH CIbIXaJH. . .

— A 4T0, OpartIibl, KOJIU MOMBITATh, a? TONKHYTH JIECOBUYKY B OTOHb, M KOJIU TOTO, HY, CTOPHT,
3HAYUT, O JbSIBOJIOM 3HAETCSI, YEJIOBEUECKOMY POy IEPBbIN Bpar, — a KOJIM 3[paBa U HEBpeAUMa
BBIIJIET, TaK, 3HAYUT, TOTO — MOXKHO U OTIIYCTUTh Ha BCE CTOPOHBI... A?

CrpalllHbIMH, 3JI0BEIIMMHU 3ByKaMU MPOHECIOCH ATO MPEAJIOKEHUE MOATYIISIBIIETO MY>KUKA.

Bynb xpecTbsiHe Tpe3Bble, OHU, HECMOTPSI Ha CBOE CyeBepuUe, BPsJl JIU Obl OTBAXKWJINCH Ha
Takoe aeno. Ho pasropesuirecs: oT BUHa rojioBbl coodpaxkanu Tyro. Boaka — 31as cuna yenose-
yecTBa. Bonka npeBparaer Hapo B 3Bepsa. OHa AenaeT caMbIX KPOTKHUX — HEUCTOBBIMH, CaMbIX
TUXHUX — OTYassHHBIMU. Bosika 3acTaBisieT yenoBeka 3a0bIBaTh CBOE YEJIOBEUECKOE JOCTOMHCTBO U
JienaeT ero 0e3yMHBIM, OECTIONIaAHBIM U KECTOKUM.

W y cunpHO yXe MOABBINUBIIEH TOJIBI CO3pENIO yXKacHoe pemieHue. He B Mepy BbInmuTas
BOJIKA JieJlaja CBOE JIEJIO0.

HeucroBcTBoBaBIIas B BOIUISX M MPUYUTAHUIX MaTh AHIOTKH ITO0ABIIsIIA, KAK TOBOPUTCS,
Maciia B OTOHb, TPOMKO BBIpa)kasi CBOI0 HEHaBUCTh JIECOBUUKE.
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— Jlereit ona mopturt!.. [lo marepu moiiaet!.. CkoT Banuth ctanet!.. BoT yBumure ckopo!..
[Tomsinere mens! ..

Heckonbko genoBek morpe3Bee mpo0oBaliv, ObLII0, yTOBAPHUBATh, YCIIOKOUTH Pa30yIIeBaBIITY-
10CSI TOJIITY U yAEPKaTh €€ OT O€3yMHOI0 MOCTYIKA, HO UX MEPEKpUYIau APYTHE. ..

B yrny nonsiHbl K npa3aHUKy Oblla HACKOPO CIIOXKEHA OTpOMHAasi KUpIUYHAs meub. B Helt
MEKJIM MUPOTH JIJISi COHEBCKUX MYKHKOB. [leub, HakalleHHasl TOKpacHa, 3Msjla OTHEHHOU Terie-
poii cpeau yrojika JIyroBoi riomaaku. OKoJIo Hee CHOBAJIU JB€ 0a0bl, CTPSIYXH, U3 KPECThSIHOK,
MOBSI3aHHBIC TIJIATKaAMU, C PACKPACHEBIIUMHUCS JINLIAMH, TTIOXOXKHUE HA JIBYX KPHI] OTHS, CBSIIICHHO-
JEHCTBYIOIIUX ITO/JIE KPOBSIHUCTO-OTHEHHOM IEIEPHI.

TouHO MO KOMaH /i€ MOBEPHYIUCH TOJIOBBI KPECThSIH K ATOU MEYH.

C110BHO OfIHA U Ta K€ MBICJIb MPOHU3aJIa MO3T BCEX MY>KHKOB U 020, 037100JICHHBIX, HETOTY-
IOIUX ¥ UCCTYIIJICHHBIX.

— Bor... BOT... — OCHBIIIANIOCH U3 TOJIMBI HEYBEPEHHBIM, CPBIBAIOIIMMCS 3BYKOM. .. — BOT,
BOT... UCIIPOOOBaTh HAJO-Th Obl. EpriM BepHO CKa3bIBaII: KOJIM XPUCTHAHCKASI AyIICHBbKA, [ 0cIions
HE TIOMYCTHUT, OTOHb HE COXKET, KOJIM BEJIbMa, JbsIBOJICHBIII, JICCOBHYKA. .. Ty/a €i u gopora!

— Tyna u nopora! — He To MPOCTOHAJA, HE TO aXHYJIa TOJIMa U MpUABKUHYIAck K Kcane, okpy-
KHUB €€ CO BCEX CTOPOH.

Cepaue 3amepsio B rpyau Kcanu. JIumo MmeptBenHo nodnenHeno. .. Komounii Xomomnok mpo-
HIeJICS 110 €€ Tesly 350KuMU Mypaikamu. CMepTeNbHas ONacHOCTh BCTalla Mepel Hel. . .

B myxoii nepeBHe, OTCTOSBIIEH OT ropo/ia OKOJIO CTa BEPCT U 00JIee CEMHUIECSITH BEPCT OT
CTaHIIMH, TJIe TUKUI U HEBEXKECTBEHHBIM HApPOJ €IIe CIIENO W IIIyXO BEPWI B PYCAJIOK, JICHIUX,
YIOBIPEH U JJOMOBBIX, HEIIB3sI OBLIO JKAATh MOIMIAIBI I OCTHOW MEBYIIKH, KOTOPYIO CUMTAIIN 32
BE/IbMY, 32 KOJJIYHBIO; B 0COOCHHOCTH HEJb3s OBLIO JKIATh MOl TENEPh, KOT/Ia BUHHBIC MaPhI
KpY>XKuUJiu BceM rojioBel. Kcanst co3nasana 37o.

[IpaBna, y aTuxX nronei HET MPSAMOTO HAMEPEHUS JIUIIUTH €€ JKU3HU; OHHM MPOCTO XOTST
TOJIBKO UCTIBITATh, I€COBUYKA JIK OHA. HO Kak «MCIBITaTh» — OrHeM!

HcnwiTars!

Kcanst omnmuHO 3HaeT, 4TO 3HAYUT ITO «HUCIBbITaHUEY». M3 MX yrpokarmmmx KpUKOB OHA
nonsuta Bee!.. Kakoit yxkac! O, 3auem oHa mpuiuia croza!

Ecnu 661 oHa ymena MonuThCs, oHa 061 MoTHIIack. .. Ho o bore Kcanst mmena kakoe-To cTpaH-
HOE, HeonpeeeHHoe nousTre. Bacunuit roopu eit: «bor 370 cuna u Beicota! Kto EMy MmonuTcst
u npocut Ero, Tomy OH nomoraet, notomy O Munocepny... Ho ona He ymeer Mmonuthcs... Ee
HUKTO HE yuui... Ee nyma takas, Kak 1 y NTUIBL. .. TeMHasi, MaJieHbKas aylia. ..

A kpuku pactyT... KpecThsiHe KpuuaT, TOYHO CTapasich MepeKkpuyarh ApPyr apyra... Ux
rojoca 3j0BeH. .. C uX KpuKaMu CJIMBAETCS BU3T JIeTel U 0ab U Tak ¥ CBEPIIUT YIIIH. ..

Barnsinyna Kcanst Ha He6o... BozBe3nuno oHo... Musumap/sl 3Be37] Ha HEM, JACKOBBIX,
KpoTkuX... A Hag uumu bor! Tam Han 3Be3gamu Ero mpecron — tak Bacst rooput... Bugut nu
Ou ee? U ecnu BUINAT — ITIOMOKeT au eif, Kcane?

A Moxer ObITh, He TOJIbKO OH, 1 MamMa BUOMT... MOXeT, 1 MaMa, U €€ MaMa TaM, Ha HeOe,
MEXJly aHrellaMu WIN Cpelu 3Be3l... Beab ymeprna ona, HaBepHOe, ymepia... Konu HeT menbix
JIBEHAJIIIATh JIET BECTOUKH OT HEE — 3HAUUT, yMepiia MaMa... YMepJa U... 00paruiachk, MOXKET, B Ty
JTATIEKYIO 3BE3/ly U CBETHUT, U CMOTPHT, U BUJIUT. ..

— Mama! Mawma! — moMumMo BOJIM OoT4asiHHO KpuKHYJa Kcans u npoTsHyna pyku K HeOy.

— Wb 1e1! 3aknuuaer... mamy kiaudeT... Hy, 6eperucs, pods!.. Celiuac siButcs GecoBa
BeJIbMa JIOYKY BBIPYy4aTh, — HEUCTOBO TapKHYJ YEl-TO HETPE3BbIH T0JIOC, TOKPHIB CBOMM 3bIYHBIM
3BYKOM BCE€ OCTaJbHBIE I0JI0Ca.

— Hy, po6s, Tamu neBuonky k oruio!.. [lormsaum, noiaer 1 BeapMa-MaTKa JOYEHBKY CIia-
caThb...

AHoTKka nepast nozackoumna k Kcane.
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— Wnu, noranas necoBuyka! — TOJIKHYJIa OHA €€ OT JIepeBa.

Tonkunynu u apyrue. 3abexanu cOOKy, C3au U, TOJKas BCE BIEpPEA U BIEPE], TALWIN €€
IPSIMO K TI€YH. . .

Hanpacno 6naropasymusie, 6osee Tpe3Bble U3 KPeCThsSH TPOMKO YBEIIEBAIN OCTAIBHBIX HE
Opath Ha Ayiny rpexa... TemHas cuja TOpKeCTBOBAIA. ..

Kcanro Tanpm. ..

Omna He ynupanachk, He POTECTOBAJIa, OHA He 00sUT1ach Jaxe. .. 3BE3/Ibl YIBIOANCH ei H3/1alH,
KWBAJIH, CIIOBHO IIEITAJH:

— Huuero, neBouka, Huuero!.. CKOpo, CKOPO COCTMHUIIBCS ¢ MaMOi¥i!

Ho uto 310?

Kaxkoii cer! Kakoe mams!

Kcans B3nsinyna Bnepen u oomepia. OrHeHHas nemiepa Oblia Teneph B IBYX [Iarax OT Hee.
Kaxoii xap!.. Kakoe mpoxuraroriee 1axe Ha pacCTOSTHUU TUTaMsl.

Kcans tuko BCKpHKHYJIA U TTOMATHIIACK.

— Her! Her, au 3a uro! He Benpma s1! He necoBuuka! [lyctute! Ilycrure!..

— A Bor yBugum! Mcnsitaem! ['ocnions He nomycturt, ko npasa! Jlesp camMa B OrOHb, UTO
au! — Kpuyar JecsATh Toj0coB B camoe yxo Kcanu co 310001 1 HEHaBUCTHIO.

3amepna Kcans... Hu uyBcTB, HU MbIcnel... OnuH ciuiomHoi yxac... IlectpsaTt onexnsbl,
OeneroT muia — He pa3o0parsk. .. CMepTenbHbIN yXKac MOKPBIBAET BCE. .. A TUIaMs pBETCS U3 JXKepia,
roproyee, CTUXUHHOE. ..

Eme munyTta — u Kcans, monxsadeHHasi pyKaMH J€CSITKa OCBUPETICBIINX, MTbSIHBIX MYXHKOB,
OyzeT OpoleHa B caMoe JKepJio. ..

Brpyr kakoi-TO CTpaHHBIN, TOHKUHM, HEXXHBIA, HO TPOMKHI M BJIACTHBIN I'OJIOC Pa3AaAETCs
1103a]T1 TOJIIBL:

— Ilycrute mens, mycrure!

W nBe >xeHIIUHBI ¢ ycuiueM mpoTainkuBaioTcs. OHa BBICOKas, KOCTISABAs, B HAKOJIKE Ha
CeNbIX BOJIOCAX; APYTasi — MOJIOZAst, BCS B OEJIOM, BCS ITPEIECTh M BOIUIOIIEHUE CEMHAIATHIICTHEN
BECHBI.

— Yo 32 mrym? Yto ciayumsiocs?

W mononas neByiika, onupasch Ha pyKy CBOEH KOMIIAHbOHKH, TPOOPABIIMCH CKBO3b TOJITY
KpPECThsIH, O4YTUJIACh JIMIIOM K JIMILy CO CTOSBIIEH nepes neupto Kcanen.

— Yo ThI, AeBOYKa? 3aueM ThI TYT? 3auem? W 4T0 BBI XOTHTE C HEH nenars? — cTporo obpa-
THJIACh OHA K CTOSIBIIMM BOKPYT KPECThSHAM.

[Mocnennue Monyany, CMYIICHHO TMOCHUMAJM MIANKH, KapTy3bl M, TOYECHIBas 3aThUIKH,
MOJT4a ¥ CKOH(YKESHHO TJISIIEIA Ha MOJIOAYIO JCBYIIKY.

— Yro xe ciyuminoch, HakoHen? T'oBopute >xe! — oOparwiack oHa K pOCIOMY, MOYTEH-
HOMY CTapHKy KPECThsIHHHY, KOTOPBI BCe BPEeMs YACPKHBaJ CBOMX OJHOCEIBYAH OT 0€3yMHOTO
MIOCTYTIKA.

— Jla gro, marymika Hatanbst JleHrucOBHA, TpadMHIONIKA MOJIO/Iast! — IPOU3HEC CTapHK, CMY-
IIEHHO MEPEMMHASICh C HOTU Ha Hory. — OuepTrenu JMoauiIky. .. bor BecTh uto 3agymanu... Bor
OHO — BUHO-TO!.. /[0 4ero He 10BeET. . .

W cnoBo 3a c10BO OH pacckazaj O CIIy4HUBILEMCS.

C mpuTarOmMMu eKaMy MoJtofiast TpaduHs caymiana cTapuka. JIMIb ToIbKO pacckas Io1met
JI0 CBOETO TParmueckoro KoHIa, oHa cxBarwia Kcanro, mpuxkana ee K cebe ¥ TPOMKO KPHUKHYJIa,
oOpaliasch K KpeCTbsHaM:

— Juxwue!.. Cnenspie!.. XKankue moau! U 3ToT pebeHOK, 3Ta nMpenecTHas AeByIIKa MOIJIA. ..
MOIJIA... BHYIIUTb. .. BaM...

Ona He 1OroBOpuiIa, U LIEJbIH MOTOK CJIE€3 XJIBbIHY U3 €€ Iv1as3.
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Heckonbko MUHYT OHa Moj4ajia, He Oyay4yd B CHJaX MPOU3HECTH HU cioBa. CTapas KOM-
NaHbOHKA IIeNTala €l YTO-TO Ha yXO no-¢paHiry3cku. ['paduHionika Morya u3peaka Kupaia en
CBOEH 30JIOTUCTOU FOJIOBKOM.

U Bapyr BeIIpsIMUIIACh, TOUHO CTPEJIKA, BCS Takasi HeXKHasl, CTpaHHast, Bo3ayurHas. [logasia
PYKY, MaxHyna ero. Bce cTuxso TouHo no BommeOcTBy... Bece nmputannuck, 4yTh Jblia, NpUro-
TOBJISIACH CIIYIIATh 3Ty OEITyI0 IEBYIIKY, Ka3aBILIYIOCS IIOJTHOYHOM Ipe30il B €€ OallbHOM I1JIaThe U3
ra3a 1 Kpy’keB.

— TemHblIe Bbl, TEMHBIE JIIO/IU. .. — 3a3BEHEJI €€ HEXHBIN KaK 3BOH Pyubs TOJIOCOK, — HEYXKENN
Bbl BEPUTE, YTO CYILIECTBYET HA CBETE KaKas-TO HEYUCTAsl CHUjia, KAKHE-TO 3JIble AYXH, JOMOBBIE,
nemne? Heyxenn HUKTO BaM HE pa3bsCHSI, YTO BCE 3TO CyeBepHbIe mpefaHus? M xak TOJIbKO
MOTJIH BBI ITOIyMaTh, YTO UMEHHO B 3TOM OETHOM I€BOYKE CKPHIBACTCS KaKas-TO HEUUCTAsl CHJIA U
YTO OHA CMIOCOOHA MPUYMHUTH BaM 37107

Kpectbsne ciymanu Mmomya, ¢ HU3KO OIyIIEHHBIMU rosioBaMu. HUKTO He pertancs Bo3pa3uTh
MOJIO/I0H rpaMHIONIKE, HHBIE, CO3HABAasl CBOIO HEMPABOTY, APYTHE — MPSIMO U3 YBAKCHHUS.

— Crynaiite o qoMam, — MpojoinKaia Mexay TeMm Oenast neByimika. — Ctymnaiite u 6iaroma-
pute bora, yto OH HE 10y CTUII COBEPIIUTHCS CTPAIIHEUIIEMY MPECTYIIIEHUIO, KOTOPOE HaBCEraa
ocTajioch Obl Ha Baieil coBectu... Kakoe cuactbe, 4To s mocmnena BoBpems!

W ona MaxHyIa pykol CMYIIEHHBIM, IEPEKOH(YKCHHBIM KPECThSIHAM.

— VkacHo! — oOpariasck mo-(paHIly3cKH K CBOEH KOMITAaHbOHKE, IIPOM3HECIIAa OHA B3/paru-
Bas. — Kak eme Temen Ham Hapon!.. [Ipocto ymy HenmocTmxumo! ..

— He Bonmuyiitech, TuTs Moe, 0OpaTuM JydIllc BHUMAHHE HA JIEBOYKY! — THXOHBKO, YCIIOKa-
MBAIOLIIM TOHOM, IPOM3HECa (PpaHIlyKEHKA.

— Jla! Jla! bennoe muts! [lomymars cTpamniHo, 94TO CIIYYHIIOCH OBl ¢ HETO, €CIM ObI MBI HE
MOJIOCTIETTN BOBpPEMsi! — OTBETHIIA, B3APOTHYB, T'padUHIOIIKA U, elle Kpemye npmkas Kcanro k cebe,
IpoIIenTaa;

— Ioitnem, neBouka, HEe OOMCs, st OTBEAY TEOs K HaM... Thl YCTIOKOUIIIBCS Y HAC, OeTHAsT MOsI
rosnyoka!

Tonoc rpaduHIOMIKK OBUT TaK JIACKOB M HEXKEH, TaK HEMIPUBBIYHO HEXeH Ut ciyxa Kcanu,
YTO OHA C TOTOBHOCTBIO peIniIa ObI CIIEIOBATH 33 ATOM 37IATOKYIPOI KpacaBHIIEH HE TOJIBKO B JOM,
HO Y Ha Kpai CcBeTa.

He roBops uu ciioBa, oHa roruia 3a rpauHei, Ho BAPYT 3amiarajiack. B rogoBe noMyTHIIOCH,
B IUIa3ax IOIUIN OTHCHHBIE KPYTH, U, MPEXKJIE YeM KTO-JIMO0 MOT MOAXBaTHTh ee, KcaHs Tsokeno
PYXHYJa Ha 3eMJIIO.

— Eit nypno! — BockimkHyna Momnoaas rpaduss u ObicTpo HarHynack K Kcane, kotopas B
[TyOOKOM 0OMOpPOKE JIe)Kasa pacipocTepTas y €e HOT.

— IlogHATHE €€ OCTOPOXKHO ¥ OTHECTH B yCaab0y, B MOIO KOMHATY. .. 32 MHOM!.. — TOBEJIUTEIb-
HBIMHU HOTKaMH npuka3zana Hara.

Heckonbko KpecThsiH BBILUIM BIEPE], NOJHSUIN OecuyBCTBEHHYI0 KcaHio U noHecau ee co
BCEU OCTOPOXKHOCTHIO CJIEIOM 32 MOJIOION TpauHEN U €€ TyBEpHAHTKOM, B rpad)CKyI0 ycaanoy.
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masa VI
3onotas HeBons. — [epBble TepHUU

— Tume! Tume, pagu bora!.. He ucnyraiire ee... Ona cniut. OOMOpPOK meperen B COH. ..

U mononas rpadunsa Hara, Touno Genast BonmeOHUIIA, BCTaIa MEXTY JISXKAaIlIel Ha TypelKoi
orToMaHke KcaHell v MosIBUBLIMMUCS Ha TOPOTe KOMHATHI JIFOAbMH.

Nx Obu10 mISITEpO.

I'pad [ennc BeeBomomouy XBanbIHCKHIA, BRICOKUH, U3SIIHBIA TOCTIOIUH O YyTh CEACIOMIEH
IIEBEJIIOPO, BO (ppake 1 OeJIOM TajICTyKe U, PSIIOM C HUM, XPYTIKasl, U3SIIIHAsL, CTPOMHas, KpacuBas
KCHIIMHA, BCSI OKyTaHHAast B 00aka OeJbIX BOJIAHOB, PIOLICH U KPYKEB.

3Oto ObuTa Tpaduns Mapus BragumuposHa.

Toncras, HEyKIIOKask ¥ phIXJasl )KEHIIMHA JIET MATUACCATH B JWJIOBOM IIJIaThbe U YEPHOM
nepenHuke, Bacunuca MarBeeBHa, BocnuTareabHULA TpapUHU U €€ MIIAJIIMX AETEH, Ternepb
UCTIOJTHSOIIAsT POJIb KOHOMKH U JIOMOTIPAaBUTEIHHHIIBI Ipad)OB, CTOsIa HEMHOTO ITOOAAITh 32 CBO-
uMu rocniogamu. Ee ObIBIIME BOCIMTAHHUKU OCTaJUCh Ha mopore. J[Boe AeTeil, OJU3HEoB 1Mo
JIBEHa/A11aTOMy roay, Opar u cectpa, Hanp u Bepa, Obuin Xpynku, MUJIOBUIHBI U U3SIIIHBI, KaK JIBE
noporue (pappopoBbie cTaTy>TKH. BOIOCH 1EBOYKH, YI0KEHHBIE HA 3aTHUIKE B KAKOH-TO 3aMbIC-
JIOBAThIN y3€ll, CTPYUJINCH BJIOJIb CIIMHBI U IJIeUel KpAaCUBBIMU IENIEIbHBIMU BOJTHAMMU, B TO BpEMs
KaK y MaJIbuMKa, MOJCTPUKEHHBIE B KPY’KOK, OHU BUJIMCh 3aTEUIMBO BJI0JIb MAaTOBO-0€JI0r0, COBCEM
HETPOHYTOTO 3arapom Jiuia. YepTsl auma o0oux AeTeit ObLIH TOHKH, C HEYJIOBUMOH IeYaThi0 HA/I-
MEHHOCTH, IPUCYILIEH apUCTOKpaTaMm.

B xomHuare napui nomympak. Snonckuii poHapuk 00aMBa €€ TAMHCTBEHHBIM CBETOM, TOJTY-
00BaTO-NPO3payHbIM, KaK JYHHOE CHUSHUE B JIETHIO HOUb. OTKyJa-TO M3JaJH, CJIAIKO 3aMHUpas,
HECJIMCh 3BYKU OaJIbHOTO MOTHBA. ..
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I'pacdmHs HecHBIIIHOM, OBICTPON MOXOMKOW IepBast NPUOIU3MIACH K AUBaHY, B3MIAHYJIA Ha
pacrnpocTepTyro Ha HEM JIEBOUKY U THXO axHyJa:

— boe moii! Uto 3a ouapoBarenpHOe auTs!

W, nomonyaB HEMHOT0, TPUCOBOKYTIHIIA!

— 3aBTpa ke s 3aHecy ee Ha MOJIOTHO, 113, J1a, 3aBTpa XKe. ..

—Panu Bora, mama, He pa3Oynute ee! —u rpaduns Hara, yceBmucs y Hor Kcanu, ymonsronie
CJIOXKUJIA CBOU MAJICHBKUE PYUYKH.
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— Her, net! 4 tonpko B3misHy!.. [locMoTpu, — oOparunachk TeM e LIENOTOM rpaduHs Mo-
(bpaHIy3cKH K MyXY, — TOCMOTpH, [leHuc, 4To 3a kpacora!

I'pad O6pIcTpO IPUOTU3MIICS K OTTOMAHKE, B3[JISIHYJI Ha CIISIILYIO U THXO BCKpHAYAIT:

— 310 oHa!

— Kt0 ona? K10 0Ha? — Tak 1 MOCKINAIUCh HA HETO CO BCEX CTOPOH BOIIPOCHI.

— Jla ona! Ta, uro crpensina B Bynanky u cnacna menst u Haty B Ty rpo3oByro HOYb... He
MOKET OBITH, YTOOBI 5T OIIHUOCS.

I'pad xoren mpubaBUTH €IIe YTO-TO, HO TYT XKE 3aKyCHJI T'yOBlI.

Crnsamas Kcans npochHynack. OrpoMHble, YepHbIE [71a3a €€ MIMPOKO PaCKPbUIMCh U, KaK JBE
SIPKHE 3BE3/1bl, OJIECHYJIN B IOJIyMpaKe.

—I'ne 1?7 — nporienrana oHa, IMKO 03UPasiCh 10 CTOPOHAM.

—V npyseii! He Ooiicst Huuero. Mel He gaguM Te0s B 00Uy, NpeIecTHOE AUTS!

W rpadung Mapust BnagumupoBHa HEXXHO IPOBeJa 10 YEPHBIM CITyTAHHBIM KyAPSM JE€BOYKU
CBOEH AYIINCTON PyKOM.

Kcans, He mpuBbIYHAs K JIJaCKe, OTOABUHYJIACh Ha3aa. [loToM )kKMBO BCKOYMIIA HA HOTHU U, BCE
eI1le TPOJ0IDKas TMKO O3UPAThCs, MPOTOBOPHIIA OBICTPO:

—Ilopa mHe... B nec... a4 xBarurcs... B nec... nomoii mycrure!..

— O, HeT, TeOs Heb3s IyCTUTH OAHY, TUTs! OHM OTIATH 0OUIAT TeOs. Thl OCTAHEIILCS C HAMH.
Benp Thl X0ueIIb 0CTaThCs ¢ HAMU? — ypuall, KaK py4eeK, HeXXHbIN T0JI0C rpapuHH.

— He xouy! — rpy6o BeipBanocs y Kcanu, — MeHs x et noma xpomoit Bacumii. .. [Topa mue,
nycTuTe MeHs!

— AX, ai, ail, aif, KaKk CTBIIHO, OapbIIIHS, TOCIIO/IaM MTEPEYUTh, — 3aTAHYJIa TOMOIPABUTEIb-
Hula Bacunuca MarBeeBHa ciiaikuM rojaocom, ckamusas Ha Kcanto cBou nykasble miaza. — Hano
y TOCIIOJ] PYUKY TOLIE€JI0BATh, HAJ0 B HOXKKHU IMOKJIOHUTHCS FOCIO/AAaM 3a TO, UTO IPU3PEIH TOCHoa,
U3 PYK IIbSIHOM OpaBbl BBIPBAJIU, @ Bbl, MOYKHO CKa3aTb, KOOEHUTECH. .. Ail, KaK HE XOpOLIO0, MaTOuKa!

U preixitas moMonpaBUTEIBHUIIA 3aKadajia HEOTOOPUTEIIBHO CBOCH OOJBIIION KPYTIIOW rojI0-
BOIO.

Kcans nuko B3mIsiHynna Ha Hee.

— 51 xouy B nec! — BeIpBajioCh y HE€ U3 Py HEJOOPOXKEIATEIbHO U TIIYXO.

— Huta! Munoe nuts! Yenokoiicsi! — u rpa@uHs-MaTh HEXHO OOHSIA CTPOMHbBIE, CUIIbHBIE
IUIEYH JIECOBUYKHU, — TBOE BO3BPAILEHUE B JIEC TENIEPh HEMBICIUMO... 3aBTpa YTPOM MbI [TIOTOBO-
pUM ¢ T0O010. DTy HOUB ThI IEPEHOUYeEIIb 37ech. S Tak xemato. Tak Hamo... Celiyac HaMm HE0OXO-
JIIMO CTICHIMTH K HAITUM TOCTSIM. .. Moooii rpadMHIOIIKE TOXKeE. .. ThI MOOyIemIb ¢ 3T JaMOiA.
Ee 30ByT m-lle XKromu... Jlyumie Bcero ycuu... CoH MOIKPEIUISIET TEJIO U JacT 3a0BEHUE BCEMY
nypHOMY. .. M-lle Xronm, mo3aboTeTech 0 MPEIeCTHOM peOeHKe !

U rpaduns, Hackopo morenoBaB uepHble Kyapu Kcanu, ucuesna 3a 1BepbMU KOMHATHI. 3a
HEIO UCUE3JIU U BCE OCTAJIbHBIE.

I'padurst Hata moponuia k AeBoYKe, B3sUIa €€ 3a PyKy M CKaszalia IPOoCTO:

—3aBTpa narna HarpaauT Bac. Beab Bbl Hallla criacuTesIbHULIA. 3aBTPa JK€ BAaC OTIYCTAT JOMOM.
A ceronHs motepnuTe HEMHOXKKO. Bbl BuauTe — y Hac 6an. Hago cemmts k roctsim. .. Musouka
mosi! He Goiitech Huuero! Bel Mexny apy3bsimu. Eciu Obl BbI 3HANHN, KaK MaTh U OTEI OJIaroJapHbI
BaM!.. OHU HE XOTAT TPEBOKUTH Bac U OTOMY TOJIBKO HE YIIOMUHAIOT BaM 00 3TOM TENEPb.

— 51 ne 6otroch, — yrpromo Oypkuyna Kcans, — s Huuero e 6otock. Ilycture Mens B sec, He
nepxxure!

— Henb3s, munast. M-lle XKromu, yoenure ee, 94To 3TOro HElb3sl, — ¢ KAKHM-TO TPOTaTeIbHBIM
OeccuireM MpoIIenTaia FoHas TpaQuHs ¥ BRICKOJIB3HYIIA 32 IOPOT, 000APSIOIIE U HEYKHO TOIIEeII0-
BaB I1pu 3ToM KcaHro.

Crapas ¢paniyxeHka ocraiach ¢ Kcanero BiBoem.
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— BoI cupoTa? — ¢ 4yTh 3aMETHBIM aKIIEHTOM ITPOU3HECIIA OHA, XKeJlasi 4eM-HUOYIb pa3Bieyb
CBOIO HEOOBIKHOBEHHYIO TOCTHIO.

Kcans HeTepriennBo noaepHysa mie4amu.

— Kaxkoe xomy nieno, cupora wim Het? — pe3ko o0opBasia oHa.

— Bbr HeBexmmBBL. DTO Hexopomro. Hemb3st ObITh HEBEXXIHMBOH BooOIIE, a TeM Oonee
JFOJIbMH, KOTOPBIE JKEJIAIOT BaM OJIb3bI, — CTPOTO 3aMeTHJIa (ppaHIryKeHKa.

— Mmue Hago B nec! [lycture mens! — npomenrtana Kcans ¢ Tockoit U 31000H.

— JluTs, BB chblliaigy, 4To ropopuia rpaguns? Ceiluac Bac OTIIYCTUTb HEJb3s, — U TOJ0C
T'YBEPHAHTKH 3a3BEHEJ TBEPION U PE3KOM HOTOM.

Kcans ncnoio6ss B3mIsiHy/Ia Ha Hee.

— Bce paBHo yiiny! — OypkHysa oHa cebe noj Hoc. — YTo 4, nenHas cobaxa, 4yTo jau?

W gepHble 11a3a yrpioMO CBEPKHYJIH U3-110J] CIIyTaHHBIX Ha JIOy Kyzpeil.

— Bo1 —310€ quTs! S 4yBCTBYIO, UTO HE CTOJIKYIOCH ¢ Bamu. Hamo mpuBectu rpaduHio, mycTh
cama BO3UTCS ¢ BaMH! — CTporo npousHecia m-lle XKronu, Hanpapmssach K JBEpU.

Ha munyTy 4depHbie ma3a KcaHu 3aropenuch Haaexaou. « YU TOJIBKO, YA U OCTaBb
JIBEPb OTKPBITOM. .. a ... aiila U MOMUHAaMH, KaK 3Bajiu!..» — BUXPEM IIPOHECIIOCH B €€ TOJIOBE.

Kcans coBepiienHo 3a0b11a B 3Ty MHHYTY O TOM, YTO 3Ta ()PaHI[y’KEHKa BMECTE C MOJIOIOM
rpaUHIOIIKON BCETo Yaca IBa TOMY Ha3aJl BRIPBAIM €€ U3 KOTTei BepHOH rubenu. Briewarnenus Ha
JIMBO OBICTPO MEHSUIUCH B B30AJIMOIITHOM 1 TOpsTYeii TOJIOBE, U yIpsSIMasi U CBOCHpaBHAs JIECOBUYKA
€/1Ba JIM IOMHMJIA TENEPh O TPArnyeckoM MPUKIIIOYEHUH C KPECThIHAMMU.

@paHIly’)KeHKa MEIJIEHHO ABUHYJACH K IBEPH.

— X0opouio. .. XOpOLIO... COBCEM-TAaKH OTJIMYHO, — IIENTAIN 3alEKIINECS OT EPEKUTHIX BOJ-
HEHHH ryOBl IEBOYKH, — YHIH. .. iU, cTapas Ko3a... A s TeM BpeMEHEM. .. pa3-1Ba, 1 HE YBUIHUTE
MeHs Oosblie.

Kax pa3 B sty munyty Xronu obepuynack. Top:keCTBYIOIIUNA B3IV YEPHBIX TJ1a3 JE€BOUKH
nopasui ee. B MbICIIsIX ryBepHAaHTKU IPOMENIbKHYJIA TYMaHHas J10TajIKa.

«Y0exut!» —nogymaia oHa U, INIOTHO IPUKPBIB IBEPH 3a COO0I, MOBEPHYIIA IBAXKIbI 3aMOK.

Kcans ucnycruna nukuii Kpuk, BEIpBaHHBIN U3 TPyau €€ 3710001.

— 3anepra-Taku! — COpBajoCh C €€ yCT, U, He MIOMHs ce0s1 OT THEBA, OHA PUHYJIACH HA MO U
TPOMKO 3aBbUIA B TOJIOC TSDKEJIBIM U PE3KUM BOEM TUKAPKHU. . .
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Magsa VIl
HoBas Xn3Hb. — Bpar

— Bor Tak nana! U orkyna takas?

T'ostoc, nporn3HOCHBIIMI HACMENUIMBO 3TH CJIOBA, 3BEHEN HaJ rojoBod Kcanu, HO oTKyaa —
B IIEPBYI0 MUHYTY OHa HE MOIJIa pa3o0pars.

Kcans B31porayna or HEOKUAAHHOCTH.

OHna crosiyia B I'yCTOM KyCTapHUKE, YKPBITasi CO BCEX CTOPOH OT JIIOOOMBITHBIX B30opoB. Ha
Hel ObLT CTPaHHBIN KOCTIOM: SIPKO-KpacHas IIeJIKoBasi F00Ka, MaJIMHOBasI pyOarika u roiay0oit mud
U3 TOHYANUIIECH KHCEH, OMTOSICAHHBIN 30JIOTHCTHIM mapdom. B pacmymieHHBIX BOJIOCaX 3aITy TaJIACh,
Kak Obl ciTydaifHO, IIBEThI TBO3IUKH aJIOi Kak KpoBb. Macca Oyc, IEHT ¥ BCEBO3MOXHBIX METaJUIN-
YeCKHMX yKpalleHUI 3BeHeNa Ha ee cMyrvion miee. Bech Hapsig Obut Apok, nectp v kpukiaus. Ho
JIMIO XPAaHUIJIO BBIPAXKEHNE YTPIOMOTO HEI0OBOJIBLCTBA.

— Hy, u Hapsaunu xe te6s! T'ocnogu boxe moii! CoBceM-coBcem a¢duonckas napunal.. Ho
HapsJI-TO HapsJI0M, @ OTYETO ke BOJIOCHI-TO pacnyctuia? B Gane, yto iu, Obi1a?

—Tlocnogu boxe moit! U yero 3To oM T€Os B 4yuesio mpeodpa3min? — CHOBA 3a3BEHEI T0JI0C.

Kcans nogusia ronosy.

OcennaB TOJICTBIN CYK pa3BECUCTOM UBbI, BECh YKPBITHIH €€ 3eJIEHbIMU BETBSIMU, cuel Buk-
TOP.

— @y-1o1! Hy-TB1! HOXXKM THYTBI! — OT(QBIPKUBAIICS MAJBYHK, — /1a BEIMIU THl B TAKOM BHJIE
Ha YUy, TeOsl IepBhIid OBIK 3200/1aeT.

— Bort u 5 10 %€ gymaro! — yrptomo BeiMosnBuia Kcanst.

— Tak ckunb 310 Tpsinbe! Benp B maszax psOUT Ha TeOs MIAII0UM, — HE YHUMAJICS MAJIBYUK.

— To-to ckuHb, a rpaduusn? OHa ¢ MEHs KapTUHY IHIIET B 3TOM Tpsnbe! Jto eme uto! L[Be-
TaMU BCIO 3aKHJIaeT U 3aCTaBUT CUJETh, HE ABUTasACh, yaca JBa. Pa3e Beceno? Eil MoxxeT ObITh, a
MHe HeT. OHa cebe Ma)keT KMCThIO 110 MOJIOTHY: pas, /1Ba, pas, 1Ba. A s CUJU, KaK yropeiasi KOIlKa,
ra3a Beimy4a! Ox-ma! U Tak xaxaplii neHb!.. B 3TOM-TO Tpsmbe elle HU4Yero, XoTb CBOOOIHO,
pykamu, Horamu fApseiraeiib. Ho xorma mamsenst 3ta camasi B KOPCET MEHS 3aTSIHET, BOT TYT YK
coBceM Oena. JlpImare HeueM. A TYT elle CUH, I1a3a Bhlly4a, Kopua OapsimHio... He mory s! —
C OTYASIHMEM 3aKJIIOYUIIA OHA.

— He mory, 310 5terue Bcero ckazars. He mory, a s Mmory! — octpuin Buts. — A b1 npugymait
KakK OBl «MOTY» HAyYHThCH.

— Ybery s! — cypoBo mennyau ryost Kcanm.

— Kyna?

— B nec.

— b-3-3!.. Tebst HopoB ObicTpo cHOBa crofa npueneT. [Ipu Moem otiie y Hero ¢ Tpad)oM-To
pasroBop Obu1. OHU ¢ rpad)OM YCIOBWIIMCH HAcueT TeOs, YTOOBI ThI, 3HAYMT, B MTOJTHOE BIIa/ICHHUE
K HUM, K rpadam, noctynuia. Bepuer teds Hopos, kak muTh nate. M eme 3a KOChI OTTacKaer.
[TomsiHE MO€ CI1OBO.

— He mocmeert! — xmypo npoponmniia Kcans.

— Ja guto Tebe xymo y rpados, uto im? [InroHs Ha Bee... 3a0yap ¥ MPUBBIKHEIIb. A 4TO TeOe
ot Murpunars! [lapHyThEBHBI 1a OT 3TI0YEK-TPAQHUHAT MPOXOLY HET — TaK ATO MycCTsK. [ paduns
B TeOe nymu He yaeT. Hatanws JlenucoBHa Toxke. Elib Thl BKYCHO, IIBEIIH CJIAJKO, YeTo Tede ere?

— B nec 6v1 MHe, Bukropenbka!

— Ok, 3anaaunal.. B nec na B nec!.. Ilo konoryiikaM cockyuunach, 4To Jid, iynas?

— JymHo MHe 31ech... Tam BONBHO... 3€J€Hb. .. — NPOCTOp... [ITuIEI MOOT. .. COMHBIIIKO
IPSIYETCS, CIIOBHO B JKMYPKH Urpaert... JlaTen Tyk na Tyk... A ropnenka-to!.. Kaxercs, u ceifuac
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capiry!.. CMONON MaxHET U MEIOM... MOX MO HOramMH, BETKH MOXPYCThIBaIOT... Oif, xopomio!
Tax xopor11o-To, 4To OyATO CEpILE. ..

— Kcenns! Kcennst! ['me BbI Oynere, CynapbIHs BB MOSL... XOTb Obl HOTH TOIIANIIN TyKHUE,
Maryiika. Yoeraere poBHO JUKas Kakas, a rpaduHs OecrioKouTCs, HCKaTh MpuKa3zaid. BoT Haka-
3aHue-To boxxeckoe!

N mexny cienHo pa3aBUHYTBIMU KyCTaMU MOKa3aJlI0Ch pacKpacHeBIleecs Lo Bacumucst.

EnBa Tonpko ee TyuHas ¢urypa nmosiBUJIach Cpeid 3€JI€HM MaJIMHHUKA, KaK HEOXKUIAHHO
HEHCTOBO rapKHYJa HaJ roJ0BOM €€ BOPOHa.

Bacunuca 3agpoxana c rosioBsl 10 Hor. OHa Obli1a CyeBepHa 0 CMEIIHOI0, BEpUJIa HE TOIBKO
B IIPUMETHI, HO U BO BCSAKYIO YEPTOBLIMHY U HEOBIBAJIBLIIUHY.

— Oit! bartomiku, uyp mensi! Uyp! — 3amienTtana oHa, OTKpEIIUBAsiCh U OTILIEBbIBasCh. .. — He
K 100py packapkaiacsk... [Iponecucs, 6e1a, MUMO MEHS, TPOHECUCH. .. [ocoan momumyit! Kim!
Kmm! Kmmm! — 3amaxana oHa pykamMu Ha BOOOpaxaeMyr0 BOPOHY.

HacmemnuBoe nuno Bukropa BEICYHYJI0Ch MEK JIEPEBBEB.

— Moe Bam Hmkaiimee, Mutpuana [lagayTheBHA! — IPO3BEHEN C BHICOTHI IEPEBA €0 3BOH-
KUM, HACMEIIUIUBEINA I0JI0C.

Ta Bcs Tak 1 BCKUIena.

— Ozopnuk! [IpaBo, Hy, o30opHuk! [TocToii-ka-ch, s rpady MOXKaIIOCh. ..

— Ioxamnyroch, HaJJ0O TOBOPUTH MOXKAIYIOCh, & HE «IOXKAJIIOCh», AHTUMOHUS AKakueBHa! —
HEBO3MYTHMO MOIPABUII TOT.

— Tody 161, HamacTs! [la mepecTaHes JId Tl IPa3HUTHCS, CYAaph. ..

— He nepecrany, [lanuxuna [IpoctokBaiieBHa!

— Tody!

— I'pemrno Ha Boxkne TBOpeHue miueBarses, Tymb6a YTpamOoBOBHA.

— Humknau! Bor s Te6e, nmocroii-ka! — Bcs XOAYHOM 3ax0/uiia CTapyxa.

— Cuuibl Hecopa3MepHbl, AkynuHa ['onocniopoBHa. I, MOXHO cka3aTh, BO LIBETE JIET U CUJI,
¥ BaM CO MHOW HE CIpaBUTKCA. Bripouewm, ecim yromHo, morpoOyem. .. Her? He xenmaere? Torma
Hare BaM Huxaiee. .. CuactiimBo ocraBarbes, [lepeneryst ®rvipkanoBHa. Jlo mpusTHOrO CBUAA-
Hus!

W B onuH MHT, € )KUBOCTBHIO 00€3bsIHBI, MAJIBUUK COCKOUMI C JIEPEBA, C CAMBIM T'aJJAHTHBIM
BUJIOM paclIapKalics nepes B30eIeHHON cTapyxoil U ncue3 Becenblil, CMEIOIIUNCS U 3aJ0PHBIN.

Bacunuca co 3mocTbio mitonyna eMy Beiiesl. [lotom kunysa paccep:keHHbIN B3I Ha KcaHto
¥, YBUJS, YTO OOBIYHO MpauHBIC T71a3a MOCIIEAHEH 3aropeuch HaCMEIUIMBBIMUA OTOHBKAaMHU, Jlaja
MIOJIHYIO BOJIFO OXBATUBLIEMY €€ THEBY:

— Bor rocnoga-to Mou pa3no6wutu cokposwuine!.. Hanumu npenects! O0ynu, omenu, npus-
penu HUILEHKY, a oHa 4Tto? Hebnaronapuas, 3:1as, uem otutatuia? Yem ormnaruna-ro? Humenka!
Uewm THI OTIIIaTHIIA, IECOBCKOE OTPOIbE, a? UeMm?..

Bacunnca o6opBasa HeOXXHUIaHHO CBOIO pedb Ha MoryclioBe... B onny cexynay Kcans Opina
nepes He, npoxaiias, OnegHasi, CO CTpAIlHO Pa3ropeBILUMCS OAuyaIbiM B3opoM. Ee cuibHble,
CMYTJIbIE PYKH BITWJIACH B TOJICTBIE TUICYH SKOHOMKH. biieiHoe, nckoBepkaHHOE OEIIEHCTBOM JIUIIO
NpUOIM3WIOCH TTIOYTH BIUIOTHYIO K JIMITY CTapyxu. B Ty MuHyTy oHa Obuta ctpamiHa. JKyTkuid
OTOHb 3a)Kercs MJIaMEHEM B €€ YEPHBIX OTPOMHBIX IJ1a3aX.

— Crnyait, Tel! — CKOpee CBUCTOM U HIMIIEHUEM, HEXKEIU FOJI0COM, COPBAJIOCH C €€ I'y0, moode-
JEBIIMX OT ipocTu. — CiyIaid, Thl HOCMEN TOIBKO Ha3BaTh MEHSI HUILIEH €Ilie pa3, TOJIBKO ocMeil!
S Tebe nokaxy!.. Humye npocsT MUIIOCTBIHIO, a sl HE MPOLIY... HUYEro HE MPOIIly, HU OJEXKIbI,
HU €]1bl, HUUETO0, KaK €CTh... MeHs CHIION crofia B3sUIM, OT Jieca OTHsUIH. .. He xoTena 5 ot neca, ot
Bacunus, ot Oepe3ok u 1y0oB Jja COHIIA, a OHU CAaMH MEHSI IPOTUB BOJIU B KJIETKY IOCAININ — KaK
nTuiy!.. A s He X0Tesa, He IPOCHIa | OJICXk/IbI 3TOH HE Mpocuia... BoT oHa ofexaa rpadcekasi. ..
Bort! Bort! Bor!
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W, npexne yem npuceBIIas co cTpaxa Ha 3eMJIIO CTapyxa MOIJIa CKa3aTh XOTh clloBO, KcaHns
pBaHyna ¢ ce0st pyKaB U3SIIHON pyOaleyKku, 3a HUIM APYTOH, 32 pyKaBaMu 30JI0TUCTHIN mapd, 1 B
OIHY MUHYTY OT Jia, pyOamku u mapda BaIsIICh OJHH TOJIBKO JKaJIKUe JIOCKYTKH, OpOIIICHHBIC
B JIMLIO OLIEJIOMJIEHHOW Bacunucsl.

Crapyxa, UcryraHHas HaCMEpTh HEOObIYalHBIM MPOSBIECHUEM 3JI00bI B 0 CUX IOpP yrpro-
MOM U THXOH JEBOYKE, B yXKace 3aKphblia I1a3a, HO TOTYAC K€ OTKpbUIA MX CHOBA M B3BM3THYJa
IPOH3UTENbHBIM (aIbIIETOM, YYTh KHUBasi OT CTpaxa:

— ba-Tto-y-mku! You-sa-a-tor!

— Tonbpko mocMmelt MeHst HUIIIEH Ha3BaTh!.. Toapko mocMmelt ere pa3! — mpoxpurnena He CBOUM
roiocoM Kcans.

— Y-6u-Ba-a-10T! — emie pa3 B3BU3rHYyJa Bacuinca u npumana HIYKOM K TPaBe.

Kcans ¢ ropammmu miazaMy U NepeKolIeHHbIM OT THEBA JIML[OM CTOsUIa MEpeJ] HETo.

—Yro takoe? YUro ciyumnocs? Munas, 4yTo ¢ BaMu?

HeoxumanHo paccTynuIIMCh KyCThl MaJTMHHUKA, ¥ Tpaduns Hata ouyTrinacek nmomie OneaHoi
U ApOo’Kalen ene ot BosiHeHus Kcanun.

— Kcenus! Munast! Yro takoe? Yto ¢ Bamu? Bel moutH paznersl!.. AX, 4To 3T0? — BHE3AITHO
YBUJEB NIECTpbIE U Oelble KYCKU B TpaBe, IPOM3HECIa OHA CMYIIEHHO. — B yeMm ke n1e10, HakoHel?

—OmHa... oHa... ... ... HUIIEW MEeHsI Ha3Baja, HULIEH. .. — MOIVIa TOJIbKO BBITOBOpUTH Kcaus,
yKa3biBasi Ha JiexaBlylo Ha 3emsie Bacunmucy. — Kak ona cmeer?.. Yidny... yiay!.. S He xouy
Oonbliue... S BonbHad... g gecHas... He xouy ... He numas s! Her!

— Mumnas! Ycnokoiitecs. .. [lapeBHa most necHast! Ueprookas dest mosi! MHE TOBEphTECS. ..
Opnoii mue... Kcenus!.. TonyOymka!.. He cnymaiite ee... Ona 31as1, 3aBUCTINBAsA, HEXOpOIIasi. . .
S ¢ Bamu... Ycnokoitech, Munas... A Bbl, TYT rpaduHIONIKa OBICTPO MOBEPHYJIACh K BCE €IIe
JexaBlled Ha TpaBe Bacuiuce u mporoBopusia CTpOruM, HaJIMEHHBIM U MTOBEJIUTEIbHBIM TOJIO-
COM: — a Bac, €CJIM BHI enle pa3 oouaute Kcanro, s monpoiry Mmamy BeITHATh BOH... Jla... BBITHATH!..
Kcans most moapyra... 3a3Hanuck Bel oueHb. He cMeTh 60bIlie 0CKOpOIATh JIECHYIO OaphIIIHIO!
Crprure!

W, ropno noBens mieunkamu, ona oOHs1a KcaHro u OBICTpO HampaBWiIach ¢ HEW W3 Yaiiu
KyCTOB.

Bacunica Tak v 3amepiia Ha MEeCTe B CBOCH CTpaHHOM 103€, ITYTO BhITy4a riia3a. OHa TsDKelo
JpllIaNa U yTHpana oOUIbHO CTPYUBIIMIICS MOT C Jula. .. Tak nposexxana OHa HECKOJIbKO MUHYT,
HO BJpPYT BCKOUYMJIA HA HOTH, KaK OLINapeHHas1, BCS KpacHas, yHW)KEHHasl, 3J1asl.

— Mens Beirnats? Mens? [a Hemro MoxHO 3T0? JIBaAmarh JeT BEpOd W MpaBAOW CIIy-
Xuia, 1 BApyr Tak-1o!.. Y u3-3a koro?! 13-3a Huieit 1eB4OHKU. .. 113-3a 1€COBUYKH, KOJIOBCKOTO
orponbs!.. Menst Bon? Menst — Bepuyto ciyry?.. Her, marymka Haranbst JlenucoBHa, He ObIBaTh
sToMy... Mosoaa 60ibHO, cyaapbiHs... KpbUIBIIIKY €11ie He 0TpacTuia, YTOObI BEPHBIMH OTIIOB-
ckumu ciayramu pacrnopspkarbes! Kak ske! Otkaxyt! Ceitvac! Jlepxu kapman mupe!.. A 1ebs,
JIECOBMYKA HEIyTeBasi, TeOs yKe s 3HAI0, KaKk yBaxy, Muiymka! bByrens MeHs: HOMHUTB, HEKpe-
nieHas jayma!

W rpo3s cBoMM OOBEMHUCTHIM KYJIakoM B IMPOCTPAaHCTBO, Bacwimca MarBeeBHa, oxast H
KpSIXTS, CTajla BEIOMPAThCs U3 LENKUX KYyCTOB MAJIMHHUKA.
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MaBa IX
MbiTKa. — BNM3Heubl. — YPOK TaHUEB

Vr1po. ConHile majnuT HEMWJIOCEPAHO. B OrpoMHOI KOMHare ¢ OOJBIIMM BEHEIMAHCKUM
OKHOM, HOCALIEH I'POMKOE Ha3BaHUE «CTyIUN» WIH XYyJA0KECTBEHHOH MacTepckoil rpaduHu, y
MoJIb0epTa, C MaJUTPON U KUCTSIMH B pyKe, CUIUT cama rpaduas Mapust BimagumuposHa. [lepen
HEll, Ha pacTSHYTOM B paMKax I0JIOTHE, H300paKeHHUEe Yero-To MecTporo, xaoTuueckoro. B orna-
JICHUH, Ha JICPEBSHHBIX, HACKOPO CKOJIOYEHHBIX MOCTKaX, 3a0pPOCAHHBIX BCEBO3MOXKHBIM SPKHM
TPSIIILEM, CTOUT €€ MOJEIIb.

Oto Kcans.

Ha Heli HakuHYTBI IIECTpBIE, SIPKUE TPSIKKA U LBETHI. Llenslii Kackaa LBETOB CTPYUTCS CO
CMYIJIBIX, OOHa)KEHHBIX IJIEY, C YEPHBIX, KAK BOPOHOBO KpPbUIO, KYJIPEH, C TPY/IHU U ILIEH.

Ho nuno Kcanu He cOOTBETCTBYET €€ JIMKYIOIIEMY, Mpa3IHUYHOMY Hapsany. «JlecoBuuka»
JOpIIUT OypHO U Tspkeno. OHa ycrana.

Bor yxe okono mecsina MydaeT ee KakJ10e€ yTpo rpaguHs, pucys ¢ Hee KapTHUHY, KOTopas
HHUKaK HE MOXET BBUIUTHCS Ha TIOJIOTHE C IOCTATOYHOM SICHOCTBIO U MPaBaUBOCThIO. [ paduns cep-
IUTCs U BUHUT BO BceM Kcanro. KcaHs BUHOBara — HE yMEET «IIO3UpPOBaTh», HE YMEET CIIOKOMHO
IPOCTOATH [10J1Yaca, HE IBUrasiCh, HE LIEBEIISICh.

OueBuHO, BpeMsl yBII€UEHUS IpaUHU MPENECTHON JUKAPKON MPUXOIUIO K KOHILY.

HyxHo ckazath, yTo rpaduHs yBieKajlach BCerna 4eM-HHOYIb TOpsv0, HO Helouro. Y rpa-
¢buar Mapun BnaanMupoBHBI BOIIUIO TOYHO B MPHUBBIYKY MOCTOSTHHO 000XKATh YTO-JIN00, BOCXH-
IaThCsl YeM-HUOYIb. BHE 3TOr0 BOCXUIIICHHS HE OBIIIO cMbICIa )u3HU s rpadunu. Korma nena
rpada MomaTHyJIUCh HACTOJIBKO, UTO BCS TpadcKast CeMbsl T0JDKHA OblIa miepexoueBars u3 Ilerep-
Oypra B 3Ty JIECHYIO TPYyI100y — KaK Ha3bIBajia rpa@uHs poloBO€ UMEHHUE MYKa, — OHA MPUCTPa-
CTHJIACh MPEXIE BCEro K po3aM. HecMoTps Ha momarHyBmmecs nena, rpad Bce-Taku oOmajan
JIOCTaTOYHBIMU CPEACTBAMHU, YTOOBI )KUTh B CBOEH ycaap0e IMIMPOKO, TPAaTUTh HA ee yKpalieHue.
IeJBINA [BETHUK PO3 OKPYXKHJI CTapbIid BETXUH J0M 3a0bITo ycanpOsl. [1o TpeboBanuio rpaguau
BBINKCAJIM HAPOYHO CAJIOBHUKA U C KAKOW-TO MATEPUHCKOM HEXKHOCTBIO CTAJI BHIBOJIUTH MPEJIECT-
Hbl€ 1[BETHI. [IbIIHbIE, OHU TPOTATUBAIIH JJACKOBO BCTPEUHBIM CBOU FOJIOBKM U HATIOIHSUIN MEJIBS-
HBIM 3aIIaXOM M CTapblil cajl, U CTapblid 10M, U OKpecTHbIE noiid. Ho Bckope po3bl Hajoenu rpa-
¢uHe 1 OpuTH 320bITHL. X cMeHMIIa )UBOMUCH. [ paduHs BAPYT MOUyBCTBOBAJIA B c€0€ CBAIIICHHBIN
OTOHb MCKYCCTBa, pa30M 3allblIaBLINI B Heslpax ee Aymu. Korna-to, B 1eTcTBE, OHA, KAK 1 MHOTHE
JpyTHe NEBYIIKH U3 apUCTOKPATUYECKUX JIOMOB, YUHJIACh dKUBOIKMCH, HO TOTOM OpOoCHJIa €10 3aHU-
Mmartbes. B nepeBHe, OT CKyKH, OHa OMSITh IPUHSIIACH 3@ KMCTh U MAJUTPY, CHayala O4eHb ropsiuo u
YCEp/IHO; HO MaJO-TIOMaJTy KHBOMKICH CTaa Hajoenarb rpapune. Ona o0bSCHUIIA ATO OHOOOpa-
31e€M IPUPOJIbI B IEPEBHE U OTCYTCTBUEM «MHTEPECHBIX» TUNOB. «Poccus ne Utanus, — roBopuiia
rpaduHs, TaM KaKaas JeByIIKa TaK ¥ HANPAIIXBACTCS Ha TIOJIOTHO U TaM sI, KOHEUYHO, HUKOT/Ia He
Opocuna Obl kuctH... Ho 3necs? Koro u uro nucars?» U rpaduns nepecrana gaxe 3arnisaaplBaTh
B CBOIO «cTyauto». [lanurpa u kuctu sexanu 3a0pouieHsl, a cama rpaduHs Hadyana yOuiCTBEHHO
CKy4aTh B CBOEM 3aTUllIbe, O3 payToB U 0al0B CTOIMYHOMN KU3HU.

W Brpyr nosisunace Keanst! Ee pantactuyeckas cynpda, ee repondecKkuii MOCTYIOK, €€ BO3-
MOyKHasi TH0OeIb B PyKax O3BEPEBIIMX KPECTbsSH, HAaKOHEIl, caMa BHEIIHOCTh KcaHu, cTpaHHas,
cBOE0Opa3zHasi — BCe ATO YBJIEKIIO rpaduHI0, 000KaBIIIYIO BCAKYIO TAMHCTBEHHOCTh. OHA perimiia
nepesectu Kcanto B Po3oBoe, npubian3uTh k cede «CTpaHHOE CYIIECTBO», KaK BhIpakajach rpa-
(buHS, U KCTAaTH 3aHATHCS KAPTHHOM, KOTOpas AoJDKHA Oblia n300pakars KcaHro B KauecTBe HE TO
JIECOBUUKH, HE TO JIECHOH (eu.

DT0 pelieHne MPUBEIo 0COOSHHO B BOCTOPT Moionyto rpadunromky Haty, I'pad oxotHo man
cBoe cornacue. Torga no3Banu u3 ctopoxku HopoBa u cranu ero yropapuarb octaBuTh KcaHio
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B rpad)CcKOM JIoMe. YTroBapuBaTh NMPUILIOCH HENOATO. JIECHUK OB OYEHb PaJl, YTO MOXKET CAATh
KOMY-HHOYIIb I€BOUKY, KOTOpasi y’Ke JaBHO ObLIa I HETo 00y30if M KOTOPYIO OH TE€PIIETh HE MOT.

— Ckaxure, Hopos, — cipocuiia B 3akitoueHue rpauHs, — Bbl HE UMEETE HUKaKUX CBEICHUN
0 MaTepu ITON JCBOYKH?

HopoB kak-To cTpaHHO 3aMsJICs], 3aMOprajl INla3aMHu U OTBETUIL:

— Her, e nmero... U naxe He 3Hato, I7ie OHA... Yexana... octaBmia pebeHka. .. [Toka xeHa
’u1Ba OblIa, OHA IUCaJla U3 pa3HbIX TOPOJIOB. .. IOTOM COBCEM IE€pECTaa. ..

— Bepno, ymepna, — 3ametnna rpaduns. — He Moxert ObITh, 4TOOBI OHA OCTaBWIIa peOeHKa
Ha MPOU3BOJI CYIbOBI. ..

— Ja, BepHO, ymepia, — HOATBEPAUIL, OITyCTUB BHU3 TOJIOBY, €1Ba CIBILIHBIM rojjocoM Hopos
Y, HE MOIpOIIABIINCH naxe ¢ Kcanen, ymen.

B TOT %€ 1eHb, 0 KETaHUIO MOJIOJION TpaUHIONIKH, B KOMHare rpaduHu Hatel, psgom ¢
KpacuBOM KpoBaTbio caMoi Harsl, mocraBuim y3enbkyro nocrens. M Keans nocenunace B npe-
necTHoM Oymyape Hatammu XBaJbIHCKOHM, IPUTPEBIICH €€ CBOCH JIackoii ¢ mepBoro aHs. OHa 1a
crapas Kromu, Xyzas u cypoBast Ha BUJI (ppaHIyKeHKa-KoMIIaHbOHKa HaTbl, 4yTh 11 HE €AMHCTBEH-
HBIE HCKPEHHO NpuBs3aiich K Kcane. UTo KacaeTcs 0 OCTaIbHBIX YWICHOB IpadcKoro ceMencTna,
TO TTOCJICHHUE UM CMOTPEIH Ha KPacaBUILy-IECOBUYKY Kak Ha 3a0aBHOTO 3BE€pbKa, KaK TpauHs 1
€e My, NI OTKPOBEHHO HEHaBUJIENN e¢, Kak Bacunuca MarBeeBHa, kak Hanb, Bepa u kak npu-
CIIyTa, C 3aTACHHOW HEHABHCTHIO NPUCITYKUBABIIAS IO IPUKA3aHUIO TPaQHHU JIECHOW OaphIlIHE.

Bnpouewm, rpa¢uns HeoAro yBiekajsach HOBOM UIrpylikoil. Ee kanpusHas, BEUHO MIyLIas
YEero-To HOBOT'O HaTypa HE MOIVIa OCTaHABJIMBATHCS IMOJOJTY HA MPUBA3aHHOCTU K JIECOBUYKE.
Kcans ouens ckopo Havasa Hagoenats eil. OHa Oblia CIHIITIKOM TMKa, HEBO3/IepKHA, HeOmarogapHa.
HecMoTps HUM Ha Kakue J1acKH, HU Ha KaKhe MOAApKH, «JIECOBHUYKa» HU pa3y He IMpuiackaiach K
CBOEH OyarojieTeNbHUIIEe, HA pa3y He Onaromapuia ee.

— Kamensb kakoii-To, He 1eBOUYKa, — roBopuia rpaduss. — Het B Helt HU qyuiu, HU cepala. ..
W npurom ckpeiTHad... Huuero ot Hee He y3Haews. .. OX, npasay rooput Bacumnuca, omunbnuce
MBI B HEit!..

CkpeITHas 10 OTHOIIEHUIO K rpaduue, Kecans ¢ npyrumu Oblia nmpocTo-Taku rpyda — u ¢
000OMMHU JIETBMH, U C UX HAHBKOH, M CO BCEMH, KpoMe TpaduHu Harel, Ha KOTOPYIO «caM 3Beph HE
MoTr OBI 3aBOpYATHY, 0 MHCHHUIO Bacwincel MaTBeCBHBI.

I'pacdmnus maBHO OBI MporHana U3 ycaas0bl HajoeBmIyo BceM KcaHro, ecinu Obl HE TO, UTO
ee Tak jqroout Hara. Xpynkas, 6one3neHHast, cinabast rpadMHIONIKA YIUBUTEIHHO MTPHUBS3ATIACH K
JIECOBHUKE, XOTSI Ta OTHOCUTCS K HEIl COBEPLIEHHO PaBHOJYIIHO M HE OTBEYaeT Ha ee jacku. Ho
Hara B Boctopre ot Kcanu, u pa3inyuuTs uX — 3TO 3HaUMUJI0 Obl HaHEeCTH OeqHoN Hate yxkacHbIit
yaap. Heuero nenare, NpuxoauTcsl TEPHETH U... JaK€ CKPbIBaTh CBOI0 HEHABUCTh K HaJOEBILEH
JIECHOM YIIpSIMULIE.

YTpo. Spko )xKeT uronbckoe conHue. ToyHO mepen KOHLIOM CBOMM KeT. UyBCTByelIb
CJIOBHO, YTO aBrycT ckopo. Konern 3omoromy nupy jera. Koner k camomy Jety.

I'pacduns 3a monsOeprom. Kcans Ha moacraBke. OHa «no3upyeT». JIuio y Hee OieHoe, YHBI-
noe. ['maza Hamyxom. JKapko e, ToMHTenpHO CKy9HO. BOT ObI, TO 71 1710, B JieC, B 3€JICHOE Lap-
CTBO, B T€Hb, B MpoxJyaay... OHa 3a7ymManack U MBICICHHO yIIIJa OT 3TOIl KOMHAThl C OFPOMHBIM
BEHEI[MAaHCKUM OKHOM. Y1uia oT >ku3HHu. OTuero eil Tak xyno teneps? I'paduHs HenackoBa, A€TU
IpecieayIoT, CMEIoTCs, a Bacuiuca, kak KoIllka, Tak 1 HOPOBUT KOI'TSIMM 3aliapanarb. SI3bIK y Hee
xyxe korrei. 3nou a3eik. U 3auem He otmyckaroT ee, Kcanro, B jiec, Korza He JII004T ee, 1ake HeHa-
Bunsat?.. Onna Hara no6pa... [a uyto Hara: kakas ona Kcane noapyra?.. [{ns Harer ona, Kcans,
IIPOCTO KUBAsk UTPYLIKA, KOTOPYIO OHa OPOCHUT, KOrga coOepeTcs OnATh B 3aMOPCKUE CTPAHBI... Y
Hars1 31101 3aTaeHHbIN HEOYT B TPYy/H, B JIerkux. Hata — yaxotounasi. OHa MOXXET KUTh TOJIBKO MPH
COJIHIIE, TIOKA JKapKo, TeIUIO. .. bes sxapsl 3auaxHeT. UyTh JOXKAMK — XBATAETCS 3a IPY/Ab U KalUISAET,
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kauutaet. M B aBrycre — 3710 yxe peuieHo — Hara onsath yenet Ha ror @paHuuu Ha uenyro sumy. 1M
torga e, Kcane, He xuThe B rpad)cKoM JIoMe, MO0 HEKOMY OyIeT 3a Hee 3acTymarhes. Ax! B jec
ObI yiTH CKOpee, B Jjiec!

3amymanace niryooko Keans. ..

[Ipen maszamu mnplmHas, 3eleHas KapTHHA... [Jylb, jec, cyMepKd TeHeH, mpoxiaja...
YynHo Tak, MpeKpacHo. ..

Meutsl 1 gymbl Kcanu npepbiBaeT HEOKUAAHHO CEPAUTHIN TOJI0C TpapuHHU.

— HecHnocnast neBouka! — kpuuut rpaduss. — 5 sxe Tede Benena cToATh CMUPHO!.. A ThI Bce
BEPTHUILILCS /12 BEPTULLLCS. . .

[Ipu 3TUX cn0Bax HMaJuTpa U KUCTh JIETAT B YTOJ KOMHATHI, OPOIIEHHBIE C J0CA (bl HETEpIIE-
nuBOH pyKoii rpadunu. Cama rpaduHs, KpacHast, Kak Kymad, U130 BCEW CHIIbI IPOKAJIBIBACT ITOJIOTHO
C HAIoJIOBUHY OKOHYEHHBIM IOPTPETOM JIECHON KOJITYHBH.

— Bort! JI1o0yiics Teneps!

3areM pa3rHeBaHHas TpauHs ObICTPOI MOXOAKOW BBIXOJUT U3 CTYIAHH.

Kcans B HegoyMeHHH, MOTYHT, HUUETO HE TIOHUMAs, TI0OYeMY TaK paccepauiach rpaduHs.

[Honxonut Kcanst k kapTHHE, CMOTPUT: OTPOMHAsl bIpa BMECTO IJIa3, JIMIIO U3ypOJIOBAaHO.
Kcans noxxumaet nneuamu. Heyxenu Bce 310 n3-3a Hee?

— Xa, xa, xa, xa! — MPOHOCUTCS pE3KMMH 3ByKaMu HaJ ee yxoM. JIroOyerecs cBouM m300pa-
xenuem? Xa! Xa! Xal

[epen Kcaneit Hanms. CobctBenHO roBopsi — Hukomaii, mononenskuii rpad Hukomaii XBa-
nelHCKUU. Ho poguTenu u cecTprl npo3Baiy €ro HexXHbIM uMeHeM «Hamby. Beap oH Takoi HExX-
HEHBKHI U XPYTKHA, TOYHO IIBeTOK. HO 11BETOK, MOHEIH sina. 310# 1BeTok. U ry0bl y HEro ToH-
KHE U 3JIble, U S3bIUOK, KaK JKajo, U ras3a. [1a3a coBceM yxe HeoOpbIie, XOTh U KPAaCHBBIE, KaK
y cectpbl Harbl. 3a HuM ctout Bepa. Ota ecnu v He alauT, TO IOTOMY TOJIbKO, 4TO Ooutcs. OHa
cnabeHbKas ¥ TpyciauBas. Ho cepie y Hee OT 3TOro He Msrye.

— Haup, kapTuHa ucnopueHa! — roBOpuT OHa, — HE MpaBaa Ju?

Hanb cmeercs n 00113bIBa€T TOHKUM, JKAJISAIIUM SI3bIYKOM MAJIMHOBBIE I'YOBI.

Kcans Gonbiie Bcero He TEPIUT €ro 3a 3Ty NMPUBBIUKY. B Hell ecth uTo-TO npoTuBHOE. U
ceifyac BbIHECTH ee 0e3 eIKOM 37100bI y He€ HET CHUJL.

— Te1 6apuH, — roBoput Kcanst, — Tb1 rpad), rpadckuii CbIH, a MaHEPHI y TeOs, KaK Y MY>KHKa,
paBo.

— Yr10-0-0-0! Cama ThI My>xnuka u KonayHbs! [la, na, konayHss!.. — roBoput Hanb. — Jleco-
BruKa Thl! 11 HE TONbKO JIecOBUYKA, HO U 1ypa...

— Jla, necoBnuka! — mogmakuBaet Bepa u npsiaercs 3a crimHy Opara.

I'maza Kcann BcibixuBaroT. Hoznpu pa3ayBarorcs.

— UYro ThI ckazan? — cepAuTo, IPOMKO CIIpAIIMBAET OHA U JENaeT JBa L1ara BHeped. 3areM
elwe /Ba.

I'padunk Hanp oTckakuBaeT K OKHY Nepes Hell.

— IloBTopwu, uto ckazan?!

Hanp xpabpurcs.

— Hypa! Hdypa, myxuuka! Bot uto cka3zan!

— Koneuno, nypa! — nosropsier 3a HuUM Bepa u 1opkaet B yrou.

— He 6oroce 1e6st! — yxe B ronoc kpuunut Hanb, — He 6010Ch HEOOpa30BaHHOW MYKHUKH,
THI... ThI... DJIyHasi, TUKas... ¥ KOJyHbs. TBOS Marthb...

—Yto caenana Most MaTh?

N Kcans nenaer enie mar, MoABUHYBUIMCH K MAJIBUUKY.

Omna cniokoiina. O, ona criokoitHa! TobKO Kpacka OTJIuIa OT €€ IIEK, Ja IJ1a3a, KaK YrOJbKH,
MeuyT U OpOCaroT IIaMs.

— YT0 MOs MaTh? — OYTH 3aJI0XHYBIIUMHUCS 3ByKaMU BBUIETAET U3 €€ YCT.
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— BenpMma oHa, TBOSI MaTh, BOT KTO! — T€M K€ MOJHBIM HEHABUCTH M 3JI00bI KPUKOM SIPOCTH
opocaet Haib.

— Benbma v konayHbs! — BToput eMy Bepa u3 cBoero yria.

UTo-TO HEMOCTHKUMOE MTPOU30LLIO B Ty K€ MUHYTY. biecTsiune 1akupoBaHHbIE CAllOKKU
rpada Hans menpkaioT B Bo3ayxe. [ pOMKUil BOIUIH OTialmiaeT KOMHATY, U, MPEKAE Y€M MaTbuuK
MOT OTIOMHUThLCS, OH JIETUT B OKHO. CuipHbIe pyku KcaHu, ycneBuire nepexBaTuTh €ro nomnepex
TYJIOBHILA, JICTIAIOT BOJIBT B BO3/yXe, U TIIeAyIIHAs purypka Hams, cMenIHo monpeIruBas CBOUMH
(paHTOBCKUMH Caro)KKaMH, EPECKaKUBACT Yepe3 MOJOKOHHUK YIUBUTEILHBIM IPBDKKOM.

ITon oxHOM pacTeT Kpanusa.

Mormnonenbkuii rpadunk yoexxaaercss B 3ToM ceityac xe. [[pOH3UTeNbHbIA BOTUTH TOHOCUTCS
u3 caga. O4eBUAHO, KXIyyee pacTeHHE HE OYEHb-TO IOCTEINPUMMHO IPUHSAJIO B CBOM OOBATHUS
3a3HaBIIETOCS MaJIbYMKa.

Kcans topxectByeT. Ee rpynp B3nbimaeTcst OypHO U BbICOKO. Pyku camu cobolt ckpernBa-
10Tcsl Ha rpyau. OHa yIoBIETBOpPEHA.

— O10 3a MaMy! — TOBOpAT, IbLJIasi, BOCTOUHBIE [V1a3a, HO TYT OHM 3aMEYaloT IPUTUXILYIO 32
BBICOKOM CITMHKOW Kpecna Bepy, npuceBInyo co cTpaxa Ha MoJl.

Munyta, u Kcans ouytunace nepen Heul.

— Ciymiaif Tel, — TpsICSI 3a IJIEYM OHEMEBIIIYIO CO CTpaxa JIEBOUKY, IPOM3HECIIA OHA, — CKaXKU
cBOeMy Opary, 1a U caMa 3allOMHH, €CJIM KOTIa-TM00 OCMENIUTECH €111€ TPOHYTh MOIO Mathb, sl IOT0-
BOPIO C BaMU HO-APyTOMY...

Omna noTpsicia eme pa3 3a Iiedrd 00e3yMEBIIYIO CO CTpaxa JeBOYKY M BBITOJIKAJA U3 KOM-
HAaTBhl.

— Bot 310 Muno!.. Touno npekpacHas maBa u3 pomana «PacnpaBa j1eCHON KOJAYHbU» WIN
«MecTtp ouapoBarenbHOl CuOWIby... Het! 3a momoOHy0 MTYKEHIIMIO TPUMHUTE MOIO TTOYTH-
TEIbHENIYI0 YBaXKEHIIMIO, MaIMYyas3elib!

W ogHuM J0BKUM NPBIKKOM NEPENPBHITHYB Yepe3 OKHO CTyAUU, BUKTOp ouyTHiics BepXoM
Ha CTyJIe, CTOSBILEM OCPEAN KOMHATHI.

— Burtbka! — o6pagoBanace emy Kcans.

— MbI-c! — BaskHO NPOTSAHYN ManbuuK. — Mimen cuactbe ObITh CBUAETENIEM, KAK Thl paclpaBy-
Jach ¢ 3TUM HECHOCHBIM Ipa)yrKOM M KaK YMTaljla HACTaBJICHHUE ero cectpe... BemukonenHo! S
IPEKJIOHSIOCH. .. Thl mOCTyNMIIA, KaK OJIarOpOAHBIN phILAph, 3aCTYNUBIIUCH 3a TBOKO MaTh... Ho
TOJBKO 3TO TeOe Tak He MPOUzeT... B oroHp Teds, KOHEYHO, HE OPOCST, MPUMEPY MYKHKOB HE
nocnenyrot... Ha nepBslii pa3, noxkainyi, Aaxke BCE KOHUUTCS CTPOruM BbIroBopoM. Ho ecin Thi
Oynenib Tak MpoJoJIkKaTh, TO, Py4aroCh, T€Osl BHITOHAT 0OpaTHO B JIEC. ..

— Bpems! — HenoBepuuBo U pasocTHO Beckpruyania Kcans.

— Hy, Tam Bpy mim He Bpy, @ IOMSHH MO€ CJIOBO, 4TO OBITH TeOe OTCroma, u3 rpadcKoit
ycanp0bl, mpotype!.. Hy, a Terneps, moka rpaduuky HaxyT rpaduHio, YTOO MOXKAIOBATHCS €i, 1a
noka rpaduHs pazoeper B 4eM JIeJI0 U OKaIyeT CIoa, 9To0 cenarb Tede HalIeKallnuii BEITOBOD,
MBbl HAUHEM Halll ypoK...

— Jla Hy>HO 51 310, BUKTOpEeHbKa?

— Eit-bory nyxno, Kcanenrska! Bo-niepBbix, ToI rpadunio Hary omoOpsenis u eif momnepex
ropjia cTarh He MoKeNaellb. .. B 1eHb ee IMEHUH, KOTJia BCE C/EatoT €il Kakoi-HUOY/Ib CIOpPIpHU3,
JIOJDKHA YK€ Thl IPUTOTOBUTH €M UTO-HUOYAb. A BO-BTOPBIX, KOI/Ia Bce OyayT IuisgcaTh Ha Oaiy, He
MOYKEIIIb JK€ ThI CHJICTh, KaK Me/BEIUIa B Oepiore, U jau3arh Jamy. [lonume? A tem Ooree pa3 u
s IpUTJIAIIEH Ha ATOT Oalt. M mpuToM 51 He X04y UMETh Ipyroi Jambl, Kpome Tebs!.. A Bemp s Tak
sy, 4yTo HeOy *apko... OnHa Hora TyT, a ipyrast B CoHeBKe, 3a Tpu BepcThl. ClI0BOM, 3aMeya-
TenbHbINA TaHop! Pa3 B Ma3ypke Takoe s'il vous plait! BeikuHy:, uTO KaOykoMm Hameit Mutpuaate

! Cnenaiire munocts (¢p.).
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B HOC 3aexail... Eii-bory! Tpu Hepenu ¢ ruiacteipem xoauia U uzberana cMOpKaThesi. BoT kakou st
taHop! TaTeHpka Mot 1 TO TOBOpHT: «IX, BUThKa, 0THaTh OBI TEOS B Oaser mydiie ObL10 OBDY. ..
Te1 3HaeMIB, OTYETO JIyumie? Y MeHs Ha 9K3aMEHax JAJIeKo He BCe OJIaromorydHo ObLIO ATOH Bec-
Hoil. Kakas-To manpHas 1BOMKa cpear OTMETOK ouyTmiack. OTKyaa — caM He 3Hato... [la He B
3TOM, BIIpodem, aeio. .. Hy e, Bansii. C Basibca HauHeM. .. Pa3... aBa... Tpu... pa3... ABa... TpH...

[TonxBarus Kcanto, BUkTOp 3aBeprencs ¢ HEX 10 KOMHATeE.

— Xopomio! Mononuunuina! TouHo poauiack Ha napkere... C Tpex YpOKOB TaHIyelllb, KaK
¢es... Eii-bory!.. Hy, eme. .. Tax... [IpaBoii... 1eBoii... Tpana... na... 1a... 1a... AX, cToil... [loxa-
CMaTpuBaeT KTO-To 3a Asepbro! Croii!

W, npexne uem Kcans ycnena onoMHUTHCS, BUKTOp MOICKOYMIT K IBEPU U CTPEMUTEIBHO
pacnaxHyi ee.

— Aii-ali-ait-ait! [la uro Te1! Ononoymen, 4to Jid, MO# Oartomka?

U Bacuinca MarBeeBHa, Kak MSYMK, OTCKOUYMJIA OT ABEPH, B CKBAXKMHKY KOTOPOM OHA MOA-
cMaTpuBajia JI0 3TOM MHHYTHI 3a TaHIytomei mapoir. Ho — yBei! Obuio mosgHo. Kartactpoda
3acTUIVIa €€ JOBOJIbHO-TAKU HEOXUAaHHO. [Ipenarenbckoe MiITHO, OCTaBIEHHOE CJIEOM CTPEMHU-
TEJIbHO PACKPBITOMN JIBEpH, KPACHETIO Ha €€ JI0y.

— Anb TBI pexHyJcs, Mol Oatiomka! BoT mocToi, s moxanyrock rpaduHe, 4To Bbl, POBHO
OeleHble, Y Hee C JIECOBUUKOM 10 CTYUN HOCUTECK. ..

— ¥V-y-y! boxe Bac coxpanu, Cexnerest [opnonepoBna! boxe Bac ynacu! — TaMHCTBEHHBIM
IIETIOTOM, C YMBIIIJIEHHO OKPYIIIEHHBIMHU Kak Obl OT y’Kaca I1a3aMu mpouientain Bukrop, — 1a oHa
BaC CO CBETY C)KMBET, JIECOBHUYKA 3Ta... Benp exuana ona!l.. [IpuemHas nouka apsiBoja, JEIIEro
IUIEMSIHHULIA, BHYYKA IOMOBOT'0, KyMa BOJISTHOTO, U €I1I€ Ybs-TO U3 HEYUCTHIX Ky3uHa! OHa noryouT
Bac HU 3a rpoi 3a 37o!.. OHa yero-4ero Ha Bac He HaIycTUT!.. Benb OHa KaX/a1ylo HOUb C JIEIIUM
IIO/I PYYKY M3 TPYOBI BBUIETACT U IO KPBIIIE ¢ HAM, Kak 1Mo cajy, nporynuBaerca. Tody! Tody!
Tedy! Yyp mens, cam Buzen!

W BuxTop Tak HCKpEHHO U MPaBA0Io100HO CTall OTIUIEBbIBAThCS, yTO Bacuiuca He Moriia He
noBepuTh. OHa 3a0bUTa Jake MOOpPAaHUTH IOHONTY 3a HejecTHoe npo3puile «Cekneren [opnoae-
POBHBI» U 3a cuHsK Ha J0y. Ee raza, pacimmpeHHbIe OT yXaca, Tak ¥ BIWIKCH B Hero. OHa 3aMeTHO
no0nenHena 1 N3MEHWIACH B JIUIIE.

— B TpyOy, roBopuiib? — ckopee yraja, HexXeau yciblxall BUKTop ee 3a1aBIeHHbIN HIETOT.

— O6s3arenpHo!.. [Tox pyyKy... 1 XBOCTUKOM BOT 3TakK... BOT 3TaK... W IJa3KH Y HEE BOT
TakK... BOT Tak!

W Burts nokasan, Kak Jienana BebMa Ila3aMu U XBOCTHKOM, BbLIETas B TPYOy.

— Tey! — Moria s OTILIIOHYThCS Bacuinca u mocnemmia Ha KyXHIO paccKazaTh TaM
BCE, UTO y3HaJja TOJBKO YTO PO KOJIIOBCKYIO I€BUOHKY.

— Her, OecripeMeHHO ee HaJ10 BBIKUTH U3 10Ma, — peLInia cTapyxa Io jopore. — /[Baauars et
KHBY B JIOME, OT TOCIOJ rpa)oB, MOKHO CKa3aTh, MPEBHIIIE MEPHI OTIIMYCHA, & CITY)KUTh BEIbMU-
HOM touke npuxoaurcs!.. Jla emie ockopoOiaeHust ot Hee TepreTs. .. Het, He 6p1BaTh TOMy!.. BEDKHBY
JIECOBHUUKY, KaK bor cBAT, BBDKUBY U3 Ipa)CKOro JoMa... YK MpUAyMaro YyTo-HUOyAb... Bo3bmy
rpex Ha Iymry, YTOObI U cedsl, U TOCHOJ CBOMX OT Yap ee cracTu... Beap okonmoBana oHa Hac...
Kak ectb okonoBana secoBuuka npokssras!

U yrpromas, cocpenoroueHHas Bacunuca nomienacs Ha KyXHIO.

A B OrpOMHOM CTyAMH CEPOITIa3blii KpaCUBBIN FOHOIIA U JIECHAS KOJIIYHbS, JaBSACh OT CMEXa,
CHOBA BO30OHOBIISUIM IPEPBAHHBINA YPOK TaHIIEB.

43



J1. A. Yapckas. «JlecoBuyka»

Mmaea X
Hocapa Hatbl. — [IBaguaTb wectoe. — Cropnpus rpachmHn

— Ortyero TbI Tak MoOT4anuBa? — npucraeT Hara k Kcane.

— Sl He 3Ha10... — OTBEYAET Ta.
— ITocroit. Csnp crona. .. Ckaku, s MHE MIPSIMO B JIUIIO, JIIOOHIIB ThI MEHS?
— Sl He 3HaM0. ..

— Cmentno. Pa3Be Ml He 1py3bs?.. CMOTpU MHE B IJ1a3a... Thl TOBOPHIIA, UTO 5 criacyia Tede
JKHM3HB. A caMa THI CIIacjia MOXO KU3Hb. .. 3HAUMT, TI00UIIE? 3aueM 3Ke Thl TAK MOJTYAJIMBA CO MHOM?

— IIpo uto pa3roBapuBars?

—Kcenust, munas. .. Mbl cTanu roBOpUTh IPYT APYTY «ThD». .. MBI IpY3bsl... Bynb e co MHOIO
OTKpOBEHHA U TpocTa... CKaxu, 4To moxet Teds, Kcans?

Kcansa momyurt.

VYHBUIO HUIETAaeT 0 KPOBIIO AOXKAUK. Cepble Ty4u NoN3yT 1o HeOy, XMyphI€, YTPIOMBIE, TOpP-
JIbIE CBOEH MPAYHOM U MOT'y4Y€l KpaCOTOM.

Ocenbio yxe naxuet B npupoze. Koner asrycra. Ckopo u ocenb npuner. OT MOCTOSTHHOM
CBIPOCTH U AOKeH mobexanena Hara, ocyHynach u KalwisieT BCe Bpemsl.

I'pad u rpaduus BuasAT, 9TO HE XKMIMIA Ha cBeTe X Hara. 3auaxHer oHa 31€Ch KaK XpyIl-
KU FOXKHBIN 1IBETOK. W pemmiu, 94To ToTyac mocjie CBOMX MMEHHUH, nocie 26-ro, Hara yener, kak
nepeJieTHast JaCTOYKa, Ha 10T, K cuHemy HeOy u comuity. Ho 26-e mposenet B PozoBom. byner 6an,
CheyTcsl coceid. byyT KOCTIOMHpPOBaHHbIE B MACKaxX TaHLEBATh Ha JyXallKe, OCBEILIEHHOM AeK-
TPUYECTBOM, TIOJT 3BYKH OOJIBIIIOTO OPKECTPA, BRIMUCAHHOTO U3 ropoja. [ pad oTmycTwi1 Ha yCTpoii-
cTBO Oasa 60bIIyr0 cymMmmy. OH BIIOJIHE COTJIACHIICS € TpadUHEH, YTO HA/I0 TIOKa3aTh COCEISIM, YTO
OHH BOBCE €Ille HE Pa30peHbl. DTOT Mpa3aHUK BbyMala cama rpaduns mis Harel. Hara xuaer ¢
HETEPIIEHUEM ITOTO Ipa3/IHUKA, XKJIET U OouTCA, Kak Obl 1OXKIb HE oMeltan eMmy. Beap eciu 26-
ro OyzeT m0Xk/1b, 0al MmoJ; OTKPBITEIM HEOOM OyJIeT OTMEHEH, U TOT/Ia, TOT/A BCE MPOIAJIO.

YV Harel, n1o6siiielt My3bIKy, TaHIIBI U IIBETHI, CKUMACTCS CEPIIE MPU OTHON MBICIIH O TOM,
YTO Ipa3HUK OTMEHHTCS. Bee ee pasmpakaer mosTomy ceroHs, 0ObIYHO KPOTKYIO B THXyto Hary.
A necoBuuka 3Ta Oosblie Bcex U Beero... OTdero oHa takas yrpromas ceronnsa? Benp ona, Hara,
otnana eii Bcro aymry. Ona moout ee 6ombine Beero nmocie XKromu. JXKronm et kak marb. JKromu ¢
HeW Jecars JieT HenpepbIBHO. [ paduHIO-MaTh OHA BUAUT TENEph MOCIE NECATHUICTHEW pas3iIyKH,
oTBbIKIIa OT Hee. A JKronu aiist Hee, Hatbl, kak BO3ayX, u 0Ha Tr00UT JKI0NM TOYHO caMyro OIH3KYIO,
ponnyto. Ho HenaBHO oHa nosroOuia U 3Ty YepHOITIa3ylo JIeCHY0 AeBylIKy. Otuero ke Kcans He
oTBeYaeT en?

— Cnywaii, necHas ¢es, — roBopuT Hara u cmeercs cKBO3b clie3bl, — MUIIas, 51 yeAy CKOpO U
MOXeT ObITb yMpy... Tebe sxanp MeHs?.. Tl Oynens 3a MEHSI MOJIUTHCS?

— 51 He ymero monuTthes! — neneder Kcans.

— Kak, He ymeems?

— Her!

— 51 nayuy 1e0s... Beap s mo06imio Teb4. . .

U 6nennas Hara oOHMMaeT 1E€BOYKY.

JlecoBuuka momuut. Eif Tspkeno ot aToit tacku. OHa HU JTIOOUTH, HU MOJIUTHCSA HE YMEET. ..
Ox, ornycTuiiu Obl €e Ha BOJIIO!

He nyckator... CreperyT... ['ynaTe naxe He mycKaroT Aajblie caaa. bodrcs, uto oHa yoe-
*uT... Ocobenno 6outcs Hara. Ee Gombime «cBsTBIE) I71a3a Tak M CTeperyT ee. Jla kKak xe e
JOOUTH €€, CBOIO CTpaxy?..

— S3prynnnal — menuer Hara, — He yMeenb MOIUTHCS, HU NPUBSA3BIBATHCS, HU JPYKUTH!..
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Eii, Ooe3HeHHOM, KPOTKOM | CJIa00i, B OJIar0IapHOCTH 3a IPYKOY TaK XOTEI0Ch ObI JIFOOBH,
MPUBS3aHHOCTH 3TOM CHIIBHOM, CBO€0Opa3HOM, ropaoi aeBouku. Ho HampacHo...

W Hara nnauet, 4To 4yTh HE MEPBBIM pa3 B JKU3HU €l HE XOTAT MOAYMHATHCS... Ciessl,
OJTHA 3a JPYTOH, JBIOTCS U3 11a3 OoneaHoi aeBouku. OHa 1u1avyeT, Topbko miadet. Eit u 6onbHO, 1
00OMHO, YTO JIECOBUYKA, HECMOTPSI HA €€ CTapaHusi, OTTAJIKUBAET €€, HE JKeJIaeT IPUHATh €€ HU
CBOEH IOJIPYTOW, HU ITOKPOBUTEIBHULIEH. . .

W noxnuk 3a OKHOM, MYUYUTENIbHBIN, HyAHBIN, TOKE KaK OyATO miadyerT... Tsaxeno oT Hero
Ha JylIIe. ..

K yTpy, Bipouem, 3aromy6eno He60. CoHIIE 3aCTEHUYMBO BBHITVISIHYJIO CKBO3b CEphbIe 00aKa
U Kpyrom nposcuuiock. K 11 yrpa crano xapxo.

Nmennnnunna, 06 pyky ¢ Marepbto u Kcaneil, BBIXo1I1a U3 MAJIEHBKON JIEPEBEHCKOM IIEPKBH,
rae Harta ropsiuo Mommiack 0 ToM, 4TOOBI MPOIIUIA Y Hee HyAHAas!, pexyIias 0071b B 00Ky U Tpy/IH,
YTOOBI YTUX YIYLIIUBBIA HOYAMH KallleJb H... YTOObl YEPHOOKAs, KpacuBasi, HO IUKasl U ynpsMas
JIEBOYKA, CTOSIBIIIAS C HEIO PSAOM BCE BpEeMsl CITY>KOBbI, OO0 €e.

KpecTbsiHe HU3KO KIIaHSAIUCH, IPOBOXKASI HAPSIAHBIX TOCIOJ JIFOOONBITHBIMU B30paMH.

— U necoBuuka ¢ aumu! U necosuuka! [msaab-kace kak okpyuena! CinoBHO-1e OaphimiHs! —
HIyIIyKaJInuch 0a0bl, )KaaHO BIIUBAsCh ma3zamu B Kcanro.

Omna Obi1a 3TOT pa3 Bcst B Oenom. Ho nerkast Bo3aymiHas Kucesi He MOIXOMIIa ee MpH3e-
MUCTOM, criibHOU purype. M Tonpko anas jeHTa, mepexBaThIBaBIIas €€ KyIpsBYIO TOJIOBY, PE3KO,
penbedHO MoUepKHBalia OHYIO, TUKYI0, CBOCOOpa3HYI0, SIPKYIO KPacoTy.

I'pacduus Mapbs BinagumupoBHa Mickoca MO ABIBANIA HA 00EUX JEBYIIEK, CIeITys 32 HUIMU.
B rpynu ee miyxo HapacTano pasipakeHue U HEJOBOJIbCTBO Ha JIECOBUUKY.

— Kakas cyxocTb, Kakasi 4epcTBOCTb! — MBICIIEHHO MOBTOpsu1a rpaduHs. Hara Tak u JIbHET K
HEH, TaK U JIbHET, & OHA XOTh OBl YJIBIOHYJACh, XOTh OBl MpUJIaCKalach pa3ok... Het, nepessiika
oHal.. /lukas, Tynas, OecuyBCTBEHHas 1€BYOHKa!

U ona xoco, cepaurto nonaapiBaia Ha Kcanto.

Koco, cepauTo nomsapiBaan Ha Hee U KPECThSHE.

— Wb 3aneTena BOpoHa HE B CBOM XOPOMBI, — TIIYXO PONTAIA OHU, — OAPBIIIHIO KOPYHT. ..
Buib Beipsaunace, ¢pst aTakas, yepToBa Kykia!

W ¢ HeHaBHCTHIO MOCMATPUBAIIM HA IEBUOHKY.

Lenb1it neHp yeTpanBaiv IIomaaky ais 6ana. K Bedepy chexamich rocTi, OKpECTHBIE TOMe-
IIMKH, C )KEHAaMHU U AeTbMH. UTO-TO AMKOBMHHOE MPEACTaBUIOCH UX B3opaM. Cpenu nykauku,
OKPY>KEHHOW TeJION TUpIsHIoW (GoHapeid, ObLI caelaH OONBINOH, TEPeBIHHBIA MMOMOCT, B BHJIC
Kpyra, HaTepThlii BOCKOM, C YCTAaBJIIEHHBIMU HA HEM IO KpasM MSATKUMHU CKaMeilKaMH, TUBaHYU-
KaMU M KpeciaamMu. DT0 OblI0O MECTO, IPEJHA3HAUEHHOE Ul TaHUEB. MexX KyCTOB OOSpBILIHUKA
ObLIM pa30pocaHbl IATPBI, ECTPbIE U HAPSAAHbBIE, SIPKUMHU MATHAMU BBIJIEISIIOIIMECS U3 3€JIEHU
JIepeBbEB. B 0/THOM U3 HUX MOMECTHIINCH MY3BIKaHTBI, B IPYTOM ObLIT OTKPBITHIN OydeT u T. 1. Bee
OBLIO 3aJIUTO IEKTPUUECTBOM. A TaM, JaJIbllIe, BO MpaKe, CTOSIN MOJIYAIUBbIE 1€PEBbS U KYCThI,
TEMHbIE, )KYTKHE, TIOX0KUE Ha IPU3PAKU B TEMHOTE aBI'yCTOBCKOM HOYH. ..

PoBHO B fiecsTh B 10J10CaTOM LIaTPe OPKECTP IPSAHYJ OJIOHE3, U U3 JIOMA, 10 ITIaBHOH ajuiee,
BEAyLIEH K KpYTy, IOTAHYJIUCH apbl. Bnepeau Bcex 1uta rpaguHs XBanablHCKas ¢ KAKMM-TO CAHOB-
HBIM cTapuukoM. Ha Heii Oputo OapxarHoe TuiaThe. Ee m3sIHble, MaJeHbKUe PYKH, IIes U YIIn
ObUTM YHH3aHBI APAroleHHBIMU KaMHSIMH TIOCTIETHSS POCKOIIh HAYMHABIINX Pa3opsaThes rpadon
XBaJbIHCKMX. 3a MepBoil mapoi mnuia Bropas: rpad [lenuc BeceBonogoBuu ¢ mokuioi cocenkon
10 UMEHUIO, KOTJa-To OyiecTsAlIel NpuaABOPHON 1aMol. 3a HUMU IIUTM KOCTIOMUPOBAHHBIE U HEKO-
CTIOMUpOBaHHbIE Napsl. [Ipuexapiiue, B uncie rocrel, 3 rydbepHCKOro ropojia, HaXoAUBILErocs B
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cTa Bepcrax ot Po3oBoro, aparyHckue opuiepsl ¢ YNCTO BOSHHOH BBITIPABKOW, OpsIias IIOpaMH,
BEJIM CBOMX JIaM I10J1 IIJIaBHBIE 3ByKH ITOJIOHE3A.

Jlodyepu 1 xeHbl OKPECTHBIX TOMELMKOB, KOTOPBHIM PE/IKO BbINA/1aJI0 Ha 10JII0 IOBECEINUTHCS
B JIETHEE BPEMsI B MEJBEKbEH NITYILIH, IPUIIOKUIN BCE CBOM CTapaHUs, YTOOBI 3aKOCTIOMUPOBATHCS
KaK MOXXHO UHTepecHee u Jsrydrie. Koro, koro Tyt He Obuto! M owapoBaTenbHble ()er BECHBI, JeTa
Y 3UMBI, U HOUb, IPEKpacHasi, KAk BOCTOYHAs L1apulia, U TOMHAas Typ4yaHKa ¢ TOCKYIOIIUMU O4aMH,
U OBICTpOTIIa3as IbIraHKa, U KpacaBen-0anauT, 1 Hen3oexusie [Ibeppo u KomomOuna. Ho Gomnbire
Bcex Bonersiicst Meducrodens. Bech 3aTsHyTHIN B KpaCHOE TPUKO, C MOTYMACKOH Ha JIUIE, JTOB-
KW, OSCHYIOIIMIACS U M3BOPOTIIMBBIN, KaK KOIIKA, OH MTOpakaJl ¥ 04apoBBIBAI Beex. Jlake coBceM
IOHbIE cyniecTBa, AMyp u Ilcuxes:, ¢ KppUIbIILIKaMU 3a IJI€YaMH, C JOKOHAMH B/I0JIb HEKHBIX LLIEEK,
HanMeHHble Hans u Bepa, — u Te He cryckainu 1m1a3 ¢ HiHTepecHoro Meductoderns, ToO He0KHIaHHO
HOJIPBITUBAIOIIETO B TOJIOHE3€, KaK MSUUK, TO IUIABHO CKOJIB3SIIET0, YyTh JIM HE NPUTHOasch K
CaMoH 3eMJIe.

[Taps! npuOIU3MINCE K KPYTY.

OpxecTp npepBasl Menoaui0. B HOYHOM BO3yXe, HACHILIEHHOM 3JIEKTPUUECTBOM, HEKHO
IIPO3BYYAJI TOJIOC TPaUHH:

— IIponry MUHYTY BHUMaHUS NIEpe] OTKPBITHEM Oana...

U rpadunsa maxHyna 6€1bIM IIATKOM.
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DNeKTpUYECKU CBET MOTyX pa3zoM. CTajlo TEMHO Ha OrpoMHOM Kpyry. Tonbko Mepraro-
M 3Be371aMK KYTION HeOa JIMiI CBOWM MaTOBBINA THXHH (aHTacTuueckuid cet. Pa3! JIga! Tpu! U
10 HOBOMY CHTHAJy rpad)iHU B OJHOM M3 HAXOMSAIIMXCS B TEHU KyCTOB YIUIy 3amlbLIall )KeJITo-
BaTO-KpacHBIN OeHTaIbCKHit OTOHb. OH OXBaTHJI pa3oM ILIOMIAIKY, 3aKOCTIOMUPOBAHHYIO TPYIIITY
Y TOJITY KPECThSH, OLEMUBIINX KPYT M *kKaJIHO JItoOyromumxcs rpadekum npa3aaukoM. Ha momo-
CTE, CPEeNU TOPSIIETO TUIAMEHH, KaK B UYJHOW M TAaWHCTBEHHOW CKa3Ke, MOSIBUIICS OCIbI aHTell
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C cepeOpsSHBIMU KPBUIbSMHU, BO3IYIIHbIM, XPYNIKUI aHTel, IPEIECTHRIM U HEXKHBIN, KaK AajeKas
HEOIIpeIeNBIIAsICS eLle rpe3a.

3Oto 6bu1a Tpaduns Hara.

Psnom ¢ anrenom crosina apyras gurypa, NOHMKE €ro0 poCTOM, B IPKO-KPACHOM C YE€pPHBIM
HOKPBIBAJIOM, B JPEBHUX CaHIAJIMAX HA HOraxX, ¢ OOHa)KEHHBIMHU, IEPEBUTHIMU METANINYECKUMU
3MESIMU CMYITIBIMU pyKaMu. YepHbIil Kackaj CTPYSAIIUXCs KOC CIIyCKaJICs A0 IAT BAOJIb CUIIBHOM,
KPETIKOi JIeBUYbeil (pUTypbl. B 4epHBIX, OTTEHSIOINX CHHEBOU, BOJIOCAX, BOJIHYIOIINXCS, ITYIITH-
CTBIX, 3aITyTAJINCh 3€JICHBIE TPABBL, )KEITHIEC JIUCThS U LIBETHI JIIOTUKOB U IUKOM I'BO3IUKU. B pykax
KJIIOKa. MajieHbKasi COBa C HETOABUKHBIMM KPYITIBIMU IVIa3aMH Ha OHOM IUIEYE, JIETy4yasi MbIIb
C pacpoCTEPThIMHU KPbUIbSIMHU — HAa IPYTOM.

— JlecHas KonAyHbsI! — BBIPBAJIOCh BOCTOPKEHHBIM BO3ITIACOM M3 TOJIIBI TOCTEM.

— JlecoBuuka! — mpoHECIOCH TYJKUM POKOTOM I10 psiIaM KPECTbSIH.

— Kpacota! Benukuii boxe! Uto 3a kpacota! — mpo3BeHen 4ei-T0 MOTPSICEHHBIN TOJIOC.

— Kpacora 6e3 equHol yneiOku! MepTBast KpacoTa, — OTBeYas JPYTOi.

— O, ner! Bosce He meptBas! [locmoTpuTte, Kak ropar ee miasal.. [paduns, orkyna sTa kpa-
caBuua?

JoBonbHas 3¢ dekrom ee 3ateu, rpaduHs OTBeUana:

— Tak, neBouka u3 jeca, IpUeMBILl, BocCIUTaHHULA. He nqypHa, HO TuKa U CBOEBOJIbHA, KaK
3BEpEK.

Ho BoT noTyx ropsimuii KycT, 1 OIHOBPEMEHHO BCIIBIXHYJIO 371eKTpUuuecTBO. CHOBA HESICHBIN
JTAJIEKUI CBET 3Be37 cTaj OJNENeH U KaJIOK IIPU NMPa3gHUYHOM POCKOIIHOM CHUSIHUU.

OpxecTp IpsiHYJ BaJIbC.

Ha GanpHOM KpyTy epBBIMH TOSBUIIMCH BEICOKUH O€TIBIN aHTeI M PU3EMUCTast JIECHAS KOJI-
TTYHBSI.
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Masa Xl
Yapbl necHon konayHbu. — HeyaaBwascs
UHTpUra. — 3amblicer JIeCOBUYKHN

— Otyero ThI HE TaHITyellb, KpacaBULA-KOIAYHbs? [T14111 Bce CMOTPSIT Ha TeO0sI, TFO0YSCH. ..
Ho TBoi1 B30p Tak MpadHO-TparMueH, 4TO HUKTO He pemaeTcs K Tebe momoiitu! A Mexay Tem
BCE ITH KpacuBbIe, OecTsmue oQuIepsl aTaKkyloT OeTHOTO YepTa, CIpamuBasi, He MOXKET JIH OH
YTOBOPHUTH YapPOBHHUILY-KOJITYHbIO TAHIIEBATh C HUMHU.

U xpacusiit Meducrodens, MPUITOTHSIB CBOIO MIANIOYKY, C CAMBIM M3BICKAHHBIM BHJIOM pac-
KJ1aHuBalca nepen Kcanei.

— Burbkal!

W na mur mpadsble 11a3a KOJAYHbU MPOSCHUINCH.

— Cnymait! — ckazana Kcansi, mopsIBUCTO CXBAaTUB 3a PyKy cBoero japyra. Ciymraii, Butbka!
Benp nec Tak Gm3Ko0 OTCIOAA, a s ¢ TeX MOp, KaK KHUBY Yy TpadoB, elle HUKOTIa He ObLIa B JIeCy, B
u30ymike y asnau... y Bacu... Ax! cOexarb Obl ¢ Kpyra — BeJlb BCEI0 HECKOJIBKO I11aroB. ..

— Ilepen HOCcOM, X04enb ThI cka3arh. — M1 Buktop-Meducrodens mpoTsHKHO CBUCTHYIL. — A
BCe-Taku cOexarhb ¢ Kpyra Tede He ymacres... JecsaTku a3 ciuemst 3a To00H. .. S ciplmal, kak
BOH TOT JJIMHHBIN, KaK BEPCTaK, AparyH ckaszai rpady mnpo 1els: «f B )KU3HU HE BUAAJl HUYETO
TaKoro. JTO peaKas kpacaBuiia». M motomy Tede Henmb3s HU Ha 1miar yuTu... Ceituac 3ametsr... Hy,
penKasi KpacaBulia, IOWJEM CO MHOM, I0Ka)KEM BCEM ATHM IOCIIO/IaM, YTO Thl U PEIKas IUIACYHbSI.

— AX, HeT, yiau, He Xouy s!

Ee orpomHble 1a3a BOMBAJIUCh B TEMHOTY, B HE OCBELICHHBIN 3JEKTPUYECTBOM YTroj IJIO0-
IIaJIKY, T€ Llapuiia yHbUIas MIvia.

— He xouems msicats! — ¢ HEYI0BONBLCTBHEM NPOTAHYI Meductodens. — Kakoii komap Te0s
ykycui?.. Bce mou crapanusi, Kak TBoero mpodeccopa TaHIEB, 3HAUUT, npomnaiu gapom! Tak!
DTOTO 5, MpU3HAIOCh, He oxkuai!.. CrecHseubes, uro au? Ho Benp Thl TaHIlyelb, kak 0oruns. Hu
stoit Bepke, Hu TBoeit ciamaBoi Hare 1o Te6st He noTtaHyThesa. OHM MPBITAloT, KaK KO3bI B capa-
(anax. Y HUX TOYHO HOTHU JEPEBSHHBIE... A THI... THI... 3a TeOs s He O0tock... Kcans! Iloiinem
K€ CO MHOM, TTOTEIIh CBOETO yuuTes. .. [ omyOyka!

— Yowupaiics! — rpy0o oOopBaa Ta. A 1a3a ee Bce BpeMsi, He OTPBIBAsICh, TJISICTH U TSN
B YallLy.

PaznocanoBannsbiii BukTop oToien oT Hee.

— U roBoputh-TO 5 ¢ TOOOU OOJbBIIE HE XKemar! — OypKHY ce0e 1Mo HOC paccep:KEHHBIN
Meducrodens.

— A, monsieur Buxrop! Kaxercs, necHas KonayHbs HaTsHyJIa BaM HOC? — W nBeHanuaru-
netHsis rpaduns Bepa mpocyHyna cBO0 MaJeHbKYIO pyuKy moj pyky Meducrodens. — S Buaena,
KaK Bbl IIPUIVIAILIAIM €€, U KaK OHA Bac OTTOJIKHYJA, Bac, JIy4lllero TaHuopa!

— IIpaBna, rpaduHIONIKa, OHA MEHS OTTOJIKHYJIA.

U xpacHbiit Meductodens mokopHO ckiIoHWT niepex po3oBoi [Icuxeeit-Bepoii cBoto kpacu-
BYIO TOJIOBY, B TO BPEeMsI KaK B KYZIPSIBOH TOJIOBE 3pEJI0 OBICTPOE pPEIICHHE.

— Bac, nmepBoro TaHmopa, oTToskHy’a! — emie pa3 npousHecna rpaduHs Bepa u ToMHO CKI10-
HUWJIA CBOIO NEMENIbHYIO TOJI0OBKY Ha 1uiedo Bukropa.

— Jla, meHs1! — ¢ KOMMUYECKUM B3/10XOM IPOTSIHYJI TOT.

— bennslit! — n nykaBas JeBOuYKa 3aMCKHMBAIOIIE 3ariisiHyja B €ro miasa. — Jla kak ke oHa
cmenal

— O, rpaduns!.. Kak xe oHa Moria nocTynuTh nHade? OHa HE yMeeT TaHIIEBaTh.

— He ymeet?
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— Hy, pa3Be TomnbKo ¢ jiemumu y ceds B yaie. .. Vi Bl He BUANTE, 4TO 3Ta pachydeIipeHHas
JUKapKa TsKena, Kak cioH? JlapoM, 4To oHa Xopola, Kak KapTHHa.

— Pa3Be xopomma?

U B ManokpoBHOM, O€3BPEMEHHO YBS/IIIIEM JIMYKKE TpaguHn Bepbl MeIbKHYyIa 3aBUCTb.

— Ouenb xopoia! — ¢ caMbIM NTOYTUTENIBHBIM BUIOM IIpousHec Bukrop. Bnpouewm, 3o Bce
3/1€Ch TOBOPAT.

— Jlyumme mensa?

bonpmme, ceprle miasza Bepel INUPOKO PACKPBIIUCE.

— Jlyumme, rpaduHs, — Mpo3ByYalI TIeUaIbHBIA OTBET.

— A! —B30p Bepsl 3aBuctinuBo u cepauto 6aecHyn. — Ho Tanmyer ona xyno?

— Huxaxk He Tanuyet! [Ipocto pespsiuiics runmnonoram!

— Bort kak! Ax, kak 3T0 ObUIO OBl XOPOIIO, €CTU Obl MOKHO OBLJIO €€ BCE-TaKU 3aCTaBUTh
TaHIEBaTh C KEM-HUOY/b, — BOCKIIMKHYJIa Bepa. — Bot Bbinuia Obl motexal.. Bee mpeknonsitores
nepes ee KpacoToM, a BOT, YBHJaB, KaK dTa KpacaBHIla IUIAIIET, BCE CTATN ObI CMESTHCA... DTO
ObL10 OBl BesIMKONIENHO! .. BUKTOp, BBl JOJKHBI 3TO YCTPOUTH, HEMPEMEHHO JI0JIKHBI. .. [IycTh mpo-
TaHIIyeT XOTh pa3... YroBopure ee... Bor-To Oyner cmemHo!.. — 3mopaactBys nosropsiia Bepa. —
VY MmeHs ecTb TaHIOp Ui Hee... TyT, HanpoTuB, CTOUT KH3b Mypartos... Ilogsenute ero k Kcane.
OH celiuac ToabKo BocTopraics ero... IlycTh jxe uyBCTBYeT, Kak XOpollla B TaHLAX 3Ta TymoOa...
[lonBenure €ro K HEw. ..

— OxotHo, rpadunst! — W, npockoiab3HyB Mazypkoil mo kpyry, Bukrop noaneren k oaects-
IEMY JAParyHCKOMY aJIbIOTaHTYy U, B35IB €r0 MO/ PYKY, IOBJIEK B JaJbHUI YIroJl IIOLIaAKH.

— Kus13b, 51 ciplan — Bbl BOCTOPraJIMCh HAIIEH JIECHOM KOJAyHbeH, oOpaTmics Bukrop k
OnecTsIIeMy IparyHCKOMY KOPHETY. — XOTUTE OBbITh IIPEICTABICHHbBIM €117

— O, mpemHoro 00sxeTe, mon cher!?

W xHA3b 3acK01b311 000K ¢ BUKTOpOM 110 HaTepTOMY BOCKOM KPYTY.

— Kcenus! — nmpousnec Bukrop, HU3K0 ckiloHss nepen Kcaneil CBOKO KyApsiByIO TOJIOBY, —
BOT KH13b MypaToB »eiiaj ObITh IPEICTaBICHHBIM BaM, — U TUXO TYT k€ 100aBUJI, — €CIIU Thl HE
MO CIIh C HUM TAaHIICBAaTh, TO 3HAW, MbI C TOOOW Bparu Ha BCIO KU3HB!

Bnpouewm, u 6e3 3toro Buymenust Kcane Henb3st Obu10 061 0TKa3aThes. CuibHas pyka Mypa-
TOBa, OOTSIHYyTast OEIOi JIaKOH, )KMBO 0OXBaTHIIA €€ CTaH, U OHU MIOHECIIUCH B BaJIbCE.

Taniytonye napsl OCTAHOBUJIUCH MPU BUJAE BaJbCUPYIOUIMX... YIJIOBaTas 3aCTEHUYUBOCTh
JIECOBHUKH pa3oM KyZa-To Mporalia, ucuesia, Kak o BonmeocTBy. Jlukas, cBoeoOpa3Has rpanus
Kcanu ckBo3uiia Tenepp B KaKJI0M €€ JBUKEHUHU, 3aKOHUEHHOM U CTPOHHOM. OT ee YepHBIX K-
peil, ¢ 3amyTaBUIMMUCS B HUX LIBETaMU, TSHYJICS HEXHBIA apoMar... beicTpas, erkas, oHa HoCH-
Jach M0 KPyTy OTHEHHBIM BHICHHUEM, UyTh KacasiCb HOTaMu 3€MJIH. .. 3BYKH MY3bIKU HaIllOMUHAJIN
ell 3BOH POAMMOTO JIECHOTO PYy4bsl U TPECK KY3HEUMKOB B yaile... CaMblii JIeC BBIVISIIbIBAJ HA HEE
13 TeMHOTHI... OHa 3a0b1ack. .. Hapsanas Tonma, rocty, mioaaka — BCe MepecTano CyIecTBO-
BaTh 415 Kcanu. Eit uynumnocs, 4To ecHble 31b(bl HO3HAIN €€ Ha CBOM MPa3IHUK, U OHA KPY>KUTCS
C HUMH 0O€3 KOHIIA. ..

— Kak ona BenuxonenHo tanumyer! Kak oHa apTHCTHYECKM TaHIyeT, 3Ta IpelieCTHas
JUKapka! — cablancs BOCXUILEHHBIN MIETIOT BOKPYT HEe.

— I'ne b1 BbIyumiiach TakoMy UcKyccTBy, 1uTa? beciogo6no! He oxxunana! Cronbko rparumu!
[Ipenects! — ycnena et menHyTh Ha yX0 rpaduHs, HEAOyMEBAIOIIAs, TIOYTH PacTpOraHHas STUM
MPUSTHBIM CIOPIIPU30M.

B 3710 xe Bpems B yrity kpyra rpaduss Bepa, uyTh He 1ava, mwentana Buktopy, kanpusHo
nojiepruBasi ryoamu:

2 Moit noporoii (¢p.).
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— BbI 370 HapOUHO. .. HAPOUHO. .. IPUAYMAJIH, YTOOBI MEHS TOKOHATh. .. 37101 Bbl! Bbl 3HaNM,
YTO OHA BEJIMKOJIENTHO TAHIIYET, U XOTEIM TOJIbKO MO3JIUTh MEHA... S| mama moxaiyiock... OHa
IPEKPACHO TAHIYET.

«A BbI 1yManu xyno?! — pacxoxoTtaicsi MbICIIEHHO BUKTOp, — Aa, Kak ke, BblAaM 5 BaM Ha
nocmesiHue Kcanbky, sxaute!» 1 TyT e 100aBUIT BCIyX ¢ YCMEILIKOM:

— Hy, uto BbI Hanum xopouiero... rpadguss!.. Tak, ckader cebe, kak 610xa... He Benuko ee
UCKYCCTBO. ..

U oromien TOpKECTBYIOIIMI U yAOBIETBOPEHHBIN CBOEH MECTHIO. ..

Kcans, 4yTh He 3a10XHYyBLIasICs, pa3ropsiueHHas, CHiea B YTOJIKY Kpyra, KyJa ee npumyall
OnecTsamii qparyHckuii kopHeT. Ee maza, cierka 3aTyMaHeHHbIE OT ObICTPOIO KPYKEHHUS B BaJIbCE,
CHOBA BIIWJIUCH B Yally.

«Bort ecnu ceifuac crippIrHYTh € IJIOLIAAKH, TO MOMNAJIEHIb B TEMHYIO T0J0CY, BUXPEM IIPO-
HOCHJIOCH B MBICJIIX JIECOBUYKH, — HECKOJIBKO MPBIKKOB TyAa, B KYCThI... HATHYThCS TOJNBKO... A
TaM, B KycTax, IpoOpaThCs Janblile, Jajlblie, U HUKTO HE 3aMETUT, Kak o4yTUIIbCs B siecy! B necy!
B sxenannom! [TormpoGoBats pa3Be?»

Cepaue ee cxkanoch... [loTom 3actyuano, Tak 3acTydajlo, TOYUHO XOTEJIO BBICKOUMTH W3
rpyau... Y Bapyr ee Gpocuiio B skap, OBICTPO, HEOKUAAHHO, OT OIHOW MBICIIH. «A KakK IOIacTh
k Bace, B ctopoxky? [lsns ceifuac Ha 00xoje W, HaBEpHOE, 10 OOBIKHOBEHHIO, Bacto 3amep Ha
kitod. .. Kak monacte 0e3 ki1toua K Hemy, B IeCHOM JoMuK?» Jlaske rojosa 3akpyxwiach y Kcanu. ..
Ei Tak X0T€n0Ch XOTh HAa CaMO€ KOPOTKOE BpEMs1 BBIPBAThCS B JIEC, B MUIYIO, CTAPYI0 00CTaHOBKY,
B JIECHOM JIOMMK, K Bacunuto, k apyry... XoTh Ha 4acok, Ha rosyaca, Ha MUHYTKy oaHy! Benp
OoJbllie Mecs11a JKUBET OHA 37IECh, B ycaab0e, U HE 3HAET, HE BEJAET O TOM, UTO TBOPUTCS TaMm, B
necHol cropokke. Uto nmopensiBaeT Bacs? JlomkHa ske ona moBuaarh ero! Benb oH ee eIMHCTBEH-
HBII JIPYT, €€ HACTaBHHUK, €€ YUHuTeNb. Ecii oHa KOro-imbo Ha CBETE B COCTOSIHUU TIOTIOOUTH, TaK
TOJBKO ero, Bacto. .. U ¢ Tex mop, Kak oHa B rpad)CKOM JIOMe, BCE Yallle U Yallle OHa [yMaeT O HeM. ..
Bacunnii He Hara; oH HUKOTIa HE TOBOPUT €ii, Kak rpaduHiomika: «byas MouM Apyrom, momoou
MEHs». A 3a 4TO ee MOMo0UTh U Kak moiao0uTh? OHa cyactinuBas! Y Hee BCe €CThb: U HaPSIbI,
U KylLIaHbsl CIaJIKUe, U POAUTEIH 3a00TATCSA O HEW, HE AAIOT Ha HEe BETPY MaxXHYyTb... 3a 4TO €
mobuth? A BoT Bacunuii, Bacs, xpoMo#, sxankuii, roMoAHbIN Beerna! Yk eciu Hallo KOro JII0OUTh
Ha CBETE, TaK €ro, 00e3/I0JICHHOTO, JKaJIKOTO KaJieKy... AX, nmoBuaathk Obl ero!.. Ho ecnu naxe u
cOexarhb B Jiec, — 0e3 KiIroua He BOWTH B CTOpOKKyY. He monacte. 3amept Bacs!
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KoHel o3HakomuTtenbHoro doparmeHTa.

Tekct npenoctabien OO0 «JlutPecy.

[IpounTaiite 3Ty KHUT'Y LEJIUKOM, KYIIUB IIOJIHYIO JerajabHy0 Bepcuto Ha JIutPec.

Bbe3omacHo omnarute KHUTY MO>KHO OaHKOBCKOM KapToit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cueta
MoOMIBHOTO TenedoHa, ¢ IIaTexHoro TepMunana, B caione MTC unu CsasHol, uepe3 PayPal,
WebMoney, Annexc.densru, QIWI Komenek, 60HyCHbIMM KapTaMH WU APYTrUM ynoOHbIM Bam
CII0COOOM.
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