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Oner boHaapes
Kpemnb 2222. YepTtaHoBO

Mponor

Kppbinansl, pa33sBuB MacTH, HECIUCH K CBOEH JOOBIUE, JKAYIIEH UX Ha 3emiie. DTO HAllOMHU-
HaJIO0 CBOOOIHOE Ma/IeHNe — C KaXKJI0M CEeKYHI0M CKOPOCTh MyTaHTOB CTPEMUTEIBHO BO3pacTaa.
JIBa TEeMHBIX KaMHsI, JIBa YEPHBIX CPEIOTOUYHUS CMEPTH, KOTOpas BOT-BOT JOJDKHA Oblia HACTHUT-
HYTb TPOUILY DIYMIIOB, PEIIUBIINX YCTPOUTH ceOe MPUBAI MPSMO O] OTKPHITEIM HeOoM. Kpyrom
BBUIN KPBICOCOOAKH, BIAJIA TPOXOTAIH CTaJbHBIMU JETASIMU MPOPKAaBEBILINE TUTAHTHI OHO, APY-
TU€ KPbUIAHBI CO CBUCTOM PACCEKaIN BO3AYX...

Ho Tpem cTpaHHBIM myTHHUKaM BCE OBLJIO HUIOYEM: KaK CHJIEIH OHU BOKPYT KOCTpa, TaK U
IPOAOKIIN. M KoMy M3 HUX IIPUIILIA B TOJIOBY T€HUAIbHAS 1€l PA3BECTH OTOHb Ha NTEPEKPECTKE,
IPOCMaTPHUBAEMOM CO BCEX CTOPOH, OCOOCHHO cgepx)?

OTBeT Ha ATOT BONPOC PUCKOBAJI KAHYTh B JIETY OJHOBPEMEHHO C TEM, KaK KPbUIaAHbI BOH3SIT
3yOBblI B IlIeM HEIaJTbHOBHUIHBIX TyTHUKOB M, TEM CaMbIM, IPEPBYT UX KUZHEHHBINA MyTh.

JleBblii KpblIaH BEIOpa CBOSH LENbIO MYXUHHY B IIIJIEME KPEMJIEBCKOTO IPY>KMHHUKA U PrKa-
BOU KoJpuyTe. He3nakomell, moxoxe, HaCTOJIBKO YTOMUJICS 32 IPOLIEAIINI JE€Hb, YTO K HOUH YCHYJI
IPSIMO B CHISTYEM TTOJIOKEHUH, TOTIPOCTY YTKHYBIIHUCH TOAO0pOoIKoM cebe B Tpyab. KpbutaH nerko
npurevaraig My XK4uHy K 3emiie, OyKBaJIbHO PACIUTIONINI, CJIOBHO KaTOK. YIUBUTENBHO, HO HE3HA-
KOMELI 1a’K€ HE CONIPOTUBIISIICSA — BUAMMO, HACTOJIBKO CTPEMUTEIBHONW U HEOKUIAHHOM OKa3allach
9Ta aTaka ¢ BO3ayxa. Teno My>KYHHBI OBLJIO 10 TOTO MOAATIUBBIM, YTO HAIIOMUHAJIO MOTYITYCTON
MEILIOK C ITECKOM WK 3eMiel. 1lmem, ceTeB ¢ roJoBbl HE3HAKOMIA, ITOKATUIICS 11O 3€MJIE, U KPbI-
JIaH HEIOYMEHHO yCTaBUJICH. ..

...Ha BOpMa.

VY KpbLI1aHOB, O€CCIIOPHO, HE TAK MHOTO MO3TOB. YK TOYHO Ky/Ja MEHBIIIE, YeM y XOMO U TeM
0osee KO, HO Jake CKYAHOTO MYTaHTCKOTO YMHIIKH Ha CE€il pa3 XBaTWUJIO, YTOOBI 3aM0J03PUTH
HenagHoe. Hukorna mpeske KpbliaHy He JOBOIUIOCH BUIETh, YTOOBI BOPMBI yCTPauBaJI MPUBAJIBI
y KOCTpOB. OOBIYHO 3TH yTPIOMBIE OPOISATH XOAUIHU BIOJIb CTEHOK, MPsIYach B TEHH, U BBINOJI3AIIN
Ha COJIHIIE, JUIIIb €CIY BBINajiaja BO3MOXKHOCTD IMOJAKOMUTBCS CBEXKHUM MSCIIOM TOJIBKO-TOJBKO
MOTUOIIIero MyTaHTa.

N y TOYHO y KOCTPOB HE CUJIEIIN MEPMEble BOPMBI.

Kpblnan nonstuiics 1 OKUHYJ TPYII B pAKABOM KOJIBYYTe HEOYMEHHBIM B3IVISIIOM. 3aT€M OH
MIOJTHSLT TOJIOBY M TIOCMOTpEIT Ha co0paTa — MOXKET, eMy MmoBe3Jo 6onbiie? Ho HeT: ouH U3 myTHH-
KOB YK€ BaJISLJICS HA 3€MJIE B HEECTECTBEHHOM 103€, a APYroro KaK pa3 TOPMOILWI BTOPOU KPbLIaH.

— CMepTh... — IpophIuall NEPBBIM KpbLIaH.

A B cenyoLUid MUT TPSHYJ BBICTPEII, U MYTAHT JIMILIWJICS MOJIOBUHBI r0J0BbL. [lokauHyB-
LLIKCh, OH PYXHYJI HA KOJIEHH, & TIOTOM U BOBCE PACILIACTAJICS I10 3€MJIE, HEJIOBKO PACTOIBIPUB KPbI-
7bsi. BTopoit MyTaHT OTIIaTHYIICS, OlIapallieHHO M8 Ha yOUTOro coOpara. B 3TOT MOMEHT HEeBH-
MBI CTPEIOK BHOBb CIIyCTHJI KYPOK, U B IIPAaBOM KpbLIE «BE3YHUHMKa» BO3HUKIIA Ablpa. BonHa
001M TpoHecIach OT MOPAXKEHHOTO MECTa MPSMUKOM B MO3T, TOJIBIXHYJIA KPACHBIM MEpe] BHYT-
PEHHHM B30POM, ¥ TBaphb B3BbLUIA TyPHBIM rosiocoM. O TOM, 4TOOBI BBS3BIBATHCS B IPAKY, U PEUU HE
LLJI0 — UHCTUHKTHI B3sUIM BBEPX HAJl arpeCCUEN, U KpbLJIaH, Pa3BEPHYBIIUCH, OTTOJIKHYJICS HOTaMHU
Y B3MBLI B BO311yX.

Toumneii, HONBITAICS B3MBITh.

[TopBaHHOE KPHLUIO JTUIIUIIO €0 MPEXHEW MAaHEBPEHHOCTH U HE MTO3BOJIMIIO HAOpaTh BHICOTY
TaK CTPEMUTEIBHO, KAK MYTAHT K 3TOMY IIPUBBIK 3a FOJbI )KU3HU. BO3/1yX CO CBUCTOM IPOHOCHIICS
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yepe3 JAbIpy B KpbLIE, U MOHCTP HUYETO HE MOT C 3TUM Mojenarh. B urore ouepeaHoi BICTpel
YTOJWJI EMY B CIIMHY, U KpbLJIaH, B3IpOTHYB, KAMHEM ITOHECCS K 3eMJIE.

CropoHHeMy HaOIIOATENIO, CIYYHCh EMY JINLE3PETh MOJ00HYIO CIIEHY, MOTJIO TIOKa3aThCs,
YTO MYTAHT 3aXO/IUT Ha BTOPOM BUpaK, HO Ha JieJie BCce ObUIO Ky/a MPO3auvHEen: JTUILIEHHBIA pH-
crocoOIeHu 14 MoJIeTa, KpbUIaH Majjal ¢ IPUIMYHOM BBICOTHI U PUCKOBAJ BOT-BOT CJI0OMaTh cede
HIEHO.

B momeHT ynapa achanst kak OyaTO HOANPHITHYI TBAPH HABCTpEdy. Bo3/yX MOKHHYI JIeTKue
PE3K0, CO CBUCTOM BBII IS Uepe3 MIeTTH MEXKTy CIeTTICHHBIMH 3y0amu. KpbutaH momeITancs 3aKkpu-
4aTbh, HO U3-32 HEJOCTATKa KUCIIOPO/ia MPOCTO 3aKalLIsUICA, a €T0 TEJI0 OTO3BAJIOCh HA ATOT MpH-
cTyn 1uKoi 001bp10. CyJOPOKHO BTSTHYB KaJIKHAE KPOXH BO3AyXa YPOUIMBBIMUA HO3IPSIMHU, MyTaHT
HOTIBITAJICS MOILIEBETUTH JIEBOIM HOToM, O/IHAKO Ta OTKa3asach ciyuarbcs. [IpaBas Bpoae Obl moa-
YUHWIACh, HO JJaXKe Majieiiliee JBUKEHUE, CAaMOE€ MUKPOCKOIIMUECKOE, HE3aMETHOE IJ1a3y, CONpo-
BOYKJAJIOCh TAKUMU MYKaMH, YTO KpbLIaH OCTaBUJI ITOCJIEIHUE TIONBITKU BCTATh.

[Toka oH nMXOpasOuHO Pa3MBILUISLII, KAK CIACTH CBOO KU3HB OT MOCJIETHET0, KOHTPOIBHOIO
BBICTpEJA B FOJIOBY, OCIIBIILIATINCH HECTICIIHBIE, TSKENbIE IIart.

Kppuian npunoassan royioBy, HeB3Upas Ha 00JIb B MOBPEXKACHHOH 1lI€e, U YBUAEN, YTO OT
o0IapraHHOro TPEXITAXKHOI0 3[JaHUs U3 CEpOro KUprnuya K HEeMy MEAJIEHHO, HO YBEPEHHO HJIET
JOPOJIHBINA MY)KUYMHA B KYPTKE I[BETa XaKH, HAIETOW TTOBEPX PyKaBOW KOJIBUYTH, C OOIBIINM OXOT-
HUYBUM pykbeM. Ha nuiie y He3HakoMIla Tonopiuuiach TPEXAHEBHAs LETHHA, B IJ1a3aX MOCENIH-
JIaCh TOCKA BIIEPEMEIIKY C HEHABUCTHIO — TAKOM BOT JKYTKOBAaThI KOKTEHIb. BhICOKHII 100 1aBHO
1300031 MOPLIUHBL; BUAHO, MY>KUMHA YACTO XMYPHUJICS, UTO, B OOILEM-TO, 1JI1 COBPEMEHHOTO
MUpPA PEAKOCTHIO HE OBLJIO: CMOTPETh HA HETO sSICHO M 06€33a00THO MOIJIM pa3Be UYTO CyMacOpOIbI,
HaMpouyb JUIIEHHbIE MO3roB. YepHble ¢ 0OUIBLHON MPOCEBI0 BOJIOCHI, OTPOCIINE JI0 TUIeY, ObLIN
coOpaHbI C3a7M B XBOCT, YTOOBI B I71a3a He Je31i. Ha TeMHO-3e/IeHbIX MATHUCTHIX ITaHAX BUIHE-
JUCh TEMHBIE MATHA — BUJIUMO, OT KPOBH, HESICHO TOJIBKO, CBOEH WJIN UyXKOH.

CrnoBoM, BUJ y HE3HAKOMIA ObUT PELIUTENbHBIN U YTPOXKAIOIIHM.

B uHoe Bpems KpbUlaH C paloCThIO0 MOCOPEBHOBAJICS OBl C ATUM XOMO B MPOBOPHOCTH, HO
MYXXYHHA, TPEKPACHO MMOHUMAsI, HACKOJIBKO COMEPHUK CHIIbHEH B (PU3MUYECKOM IUIaHE, MPOCTO HE
JlaJl JIeTy4eMy MOHCTpY Takoro maHca. OH UCIOIb30Ball €/1Ba JIU HE €IMHCTBEHHOE CBOE MPEUMY-
IIECTBO Mepe] MPOKOPIUBOM TBAPbIO — MPEBOCXOJCTBO B MHTEJUIEKTE — U 3aMaHMWJI HaJIMEHHBIX
KPBLJIAHOB B JIOBYIIKY C TIOMOILBIO TPEX YOUTHIX BOPMOB.

Tenepp ero KOJUIEKIUS OXOTHUYBUX TPO(EEB MOTIOIHUTCS €IIe TBYMS TOJI0BAMH.

[Tonoiing k MyTy BIJIOTHYIO, MyKYMHA 3aMEP U yCTaBWIICA Ha JIETyHa CBepXy BHU3. Tenepb BO
B3[JIsI€ HE3HAKOMLIA CKBO3MJIO Mpe3peHue. UepHble OOTUHKH, MOTPENAaHHbIE, HO I0BOJIBHO KpPETI-
KH€ Ha BUJI, HAXOJWJINCh TENEPh HA OJHOM YPOBHE C IVIa3aMH MyTaHTa.

CrBoJ pyKbs ynepcsl B IpyAb KpbliaHa, CyIOPO’KHO B3/IbIMAIOIIYIOCS M OIYCKAaIOIIyIOCs B
TaKT JbIXaHUIO MOHCTpa. Korna ropsiuas ctanb KOCHY/Iach KOXKU, MyTaHT UCITyTraHHO 3aMep. Teneppb
JIYJIO PY’Kbsl U €0 CEP/LIE PA3AEISUIA CUUTaHble CAaHTUMETPBI. C TaKOTO pacCTOSTHUS, KOHEUHO XKe€,
HE IPOMaXMBAIOTCA: CTOUT MYKUHHE CITyCTUTh KYPOK, ¥ )KU3HEHHBIN ITyTh KPblJIaHA MOMEHTAIbHO
obopsercs.

OpHako HE3HAKOMEI] HE TOPONUIICS CTPENATh. Bo3MOXXHO, OH OBLI calucTOM, KOTOPOMY BUJ
YMHPAIOLIEr0 MyTaHTa JI0CTaB/IsUI HECKa3aHHOE yoBoJbcTBUE? KTO 3HAaeT. ..

— K0 Bac noceuiaer? — BAPYT XPUILIO OCBETOMUIICS MYKUMHA.

lonoc y Hero ObUT HU3KUI U HENTPUBETIUBBIM.

— Orell... — C TPyJIOM BBIJIaBWJI KPBLIaH.

Jlaxe 3T0 KOPOTKOE CJI0BO YaJ0Ch BEITOBOPUTH JIMIIb LIEHONM HEUMOBEPHBIX yCHINN. KpbI-
JlaH CHOBA 3aIlIeJICS KallJIeM, HO CTBOJ PYKbsl OyKBaJIbHO MIPUTBO3AMII €0 K 3€MJIE€, TOYHO UT0JIKa
— 0a00uKky. MyTaHT MOKpacHEN OT HAaTyTH U y>Kaca, CKOBABIIETrO €ro U3HYTPH.

A 1moTOM MY>KYMHA Ha)kaJl Ha CIIyCKOBOW KPIOUOK, U TPSIHYJI BBICTPE. ..
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...EpMak crosn Hajg yOMTHIM PYKOKPBLJIOM M 3aJlyMUMBO HaOtoAall 3a TEM, KaKk U3 pBa-
HOM paHbl HA TPyAU HapyXXy BBUIMBACTCSA MyTHas KpoBb uyaoBuIna. [logHsaBmumiics BeTep Tpe-
naJj 4YepHo-0eble BOJIOCHI, 3aCTaBIIsUI IIYPUTHCS, HO MY>KYMHA YIPSIMO IPOI0JIXKaJl HAaBUCATh HAJl
MTOKOMHBIM.

«Orer... — nyman Epmak. — KT0 e Tbl, 4epT BO3bMH, TaKOH ?»

OH capllIan 3To UMsl y’Ke BO BTOPOH pa3: KpbllaH, CMEPTEIbHO PAaHEHHBIN MYKUYMHON OKOJIO
JBYX HEJeJb Ha3aJl, Toxke noMuHan Otua.

«BuauMo, oHU BCce U3 OJHOM cTau, a 3TOT... OTel — uX BOKIbY, — Ipeanoioxum Epmak.

OH nHyJ OKpOBAaBJIEHHOE TEJIO HOTOW — YUCTO TaK, MO MPUBBIUKE, KaK JI€Jal MHOTO Pa3 B
T€ BpPEMEHA, KOIJa eme CiaykKuia Mapkutanty Hukure. Tenepp TOT nmepuoz Kasajics IpeJaHbeM
CTapuHBI TITyOOKOM, HO Ha JIeJie TPOIILIO BCETO MECSIIa MOATOpA.

Bnpouewm, yunThiBasi, kKak ObICTPO UAET BpeMs B MOCKOBCKOM 30HE, MOKHO CKa3arb, YTO
ciyx0a Ta ciy4yuiach eule B MpouuIon )KU3HU.

«Xopotue ObUIM BpEMEHA. ..»

CxBaruB yOMTOrO KpbUIaHA 32 HOTY, My>KYHWHA IOBOJOK €ro K TOMYy CaMOMY TPEXdTax-
HOMY 3JaHHUIO0, OTKY/1a MOSBWJICS HECKOJIBKUMH MUHYTaMU paHblie. Epmak npomen MUMO BTOPOTo
MYTaHTa, Ha TPYIl€ KOTOPOI'o YK€ CUIENN MPOKOPIUBbIE 06a00UKU-aAaNbIIMKU. MyXunHa Max-
HyJ B UX CTOPOHY PY>KbEM, U OHHU CIIEHIHO YIIOPXHYJIU IIPOYb.

«BepHyTcs enie paHplie, 4eM 5 B OB CITyLIYCh, — MEJIBKHYJIO B rojose y Epmaka. — Hano
IIOTOPAIUINBATHCS, & TO BCE COXKPYT, HAM HUYETO HE OCTAHETCH. ..»

He BpImyckas MMKOIOTKY MEPTBOrO KpbUIaHA, My’KYMHA IIepenaruyl nopor. B yniy, npu-
KPBITBIM THUJIBIMU JOCKaMH, JIEKaJ PyYHOM MyJleMeT, U3 Kotoporo EpMak nepeduin Hemano Kpbl-
JaThIX U UHBIX TBapeu. .. 10 TOro, Kak 3aKOHYMJIMCH NaTPOHbI. Tenepb 3To Oblia BCEro JIUILb 00bIY-
Hasl JKeJle3s1Ka, HO MY)XUMHA HE TepsuUl HaJleXk/1bl, YTO OJHAXK/Ibl OH pa3KuBeTCs Ooemnpunacamu u
CHOBA CMOYKET KOCUTh MYTOB OUEPEISIMH. . .

«Hamren Bpemst o mynemerte gymarts!.. Emie mpo MaHUITyISITOp OT poOOTa BCIOMHH, KOTOPBIHA
B IPYI'OM YIIIy BaJsI€TCs, YETO YXK TaM...»

VYerpimuBiIIneh, EpMak ycTpeMuiIcs NPSIMUKOM K I'PyZ€ CTPOUTENBHOIO Mycopa. YemoBek
IIOCTOPOHHUI HE yBUAEI Obl B 3TOM Kyde 00JIOMKOB HUYETO OCOOEHHOTO. .. 1 EpMak Kak pa3 Ha 3To
1 paccuuThiBaIL. 11o10iias K rpye XjaamMa BIUIOTHYIO, MyKYMHA HAa BPEMS OTITYCTHIJI HOT'Y KpbLIaHa
U IpUHsUICA pa3rpedars kupnuyu. OTOpOCHB B CTOPOHY OUEpEHYIO THUITYIO JOCKY, EpMak yBu-
JieN o0IapraHHblii METaUIMIECKUA KBaJpaT U OOJIBIION aMOapHBIA 3aMOK, KOTOPBIA COEIMHSIT
JIB€ MIPOYLIMHBI: O/IHY — Ha CaMOM KpBIILIKE JIIOKA, & BTOPYIO — 3allEMEHTUPOBaHHYO B 1oJ. CHsB
C LIeH IIHYPOK, Ha KOTOPOM OOJTalCs P’KaBblil KIIOUMK, MYYMHA OTKPbUI 3aMOK U CYHYI €T0 B
KapMaH — Ha BCAKHI ciryyal, 4yTOOBI HUKTO JIaXe P OOJIbIIOM jKEeJTaHUH HE CMOT 3aIlepeTh €ro B
nojnoibe. 3areM Epmak mojien KpblliKy HcliapanaHHbIMU AJIbLIAMU U, IBIXTSL, OTKUHYJI €€ Ha3a/l.
Tskenblil METAIUTMUECKUM JUCT ¢ TPOXOTOM OIyCTUJICS HA KUPIIUYHU, U T€ )KaJIOOHO 3aKPSAXTENH U
PacCIIONI3NIMCh B CTOPOHY, CIIOBHO CTas JICHUBBIX Yepenax-MyTaHTOB. EpMak BcTall U, CHOBA yXBa-
THUB MEPTBOIO KpbUIAHA 3a HOT'Y, OATAIIWII €T0 K YEpHOMY KBaJpary npoemMa. BHu3y Haxoawics
TEMHBIN I1OJIBAJL.

[pucaymapumcs, Epmak ycnblman THXUH phIK U 00JIETY€HHO B30XHYIL.

«3Ha4UT, )KUBOU. XOPOIIIO. ..»

OTcTynuB Ha 1Iar, My>K4MHa CTOJIKHYJI TPyl MyTaHTa BHU3, U PbIK, JTOHOCSILUNCS OTTY/a,
MOMEHTAIBHO CMEHWJICS TPOMOIVIACHBIM PEBOM:

— Msico!

Epmak nocaminBo CKpUMIHYN 3y0aMu, IOCIHE YEero IIYMHO BBIIOXHYJ U, TOBEPHYBIINCH K
JIOKY CIMHOM, MOMbBITAJICS HOTOM HAIapUTh CTYNEHbKY CTEHHOW JIECTHHIBI. JTO YIaJOCh €My
JIOBOJIBHO OBICTPO — CKa3bIBAJICS OMBIT: CKOJIBKO pa3 3a MOCIEAHME MOJITOpa Mecsa MYy>KYMHa
CIycKaJicsl B 3TOT nozai? Ouryias noJ moAoLIIBON MIATKYIO CTyIIEHbKY, EpMak BIpyr BCIIOMHMII
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PO BTOPOTO KPbLIaHA, OCTABIEHHOI'O CHAPY>KU, U HEHAJI0JT0 33 JyMaJicCsl, KaK IOCTYNUTh: CXOIUTh
JM 32 HUM ceiyac WM CHadasla pa3o0paThCsi ¢ MEPBBIM TPYIIOM, a IIOTOM Y€ BO3BpAalllaThCs Ha
noBepxHocTh? [lomymaB, pemmi Bce-Taki CHavyalla CIyCTUTHCS: 0a00UKU-TIaJaIbIIHKH, KOHEYHO,
JIOBOJILHO MTPOKOPIIMBBL, HO HE HACTOJIBKO BEJIMKH, KaK 3/JOPOBSK-HEO, YTOOBI 32 IMATh MUHYT CTPEC-
KaTh LIEJIbHOTO KpbLIaHa.

— Jlaii MHE MsICO! — BOCKJIMKHYJI HEBUIMMBIN MJICHHUK MOABAJIA.

— Hauny g, uay... — THX0 npoBopyan Epmak.

OH 3HaJ, 4TO TOBOPHUTH 3TO MYTAaHTYy OECCMBICIIEHHO — TOJBKO €IIe OOJNbIIe Pa303IUTCS —
no3ToMy O0pMoOTan ckopei i camoycnokoeHus. Korga 1o momna ocraBanoch He 0ojbllie Tpex
cTyneHnek, Epmak pa3:xai najiplbl ¥ CIPBITHYJ BHH3, €/1Ba HE OCKOJIb3HYBIINCH HA KPOBH, BHUIHB-
LIeiCs U3 Tpyna KpbliaHa.

— 51 xouy Msca! — mpopsIvyal rojioc U3 NIyOHHbI OABAJIA.

Epmak, nogHsB ronoBy, ycTaBuiICs BO TbMy. He MeHsis o361, [ocTal U3 KapMaHa OTHUBO H
IIy4OK TOPIOH-TPABHI U CIEIITHO €€ MO/pKET. BembIxHyBIIIee m1aMst 0CBETHIIO TIo/1Baj, 1 Epmak cMor
HAKOHEIl PACCMOTPETh KJIETKY M3 MOIIHBIX CTaJbHBIX NPYTHEB, a TAK)XKE €€ OOUTATENS — OTPOM-
HOTO YTPIOMOTO HEO, KOTOPBIH XMYpO B3UPaJl HA BHOBb MPUOBIBIIETO W3-TI0/ T'YCTHIX HACYTICHHBIX
Oposeii. Korma ux B30pbI BCTPETHIINCH, MY>KYMHA HEBOJIBHO B3JIPOTHYJ: 0 TOTO 3HAKOMBIM OBLI
3TOT B3IVISA.

«Y1006 Tebe mycTo ObLT0, ToI0aHHAS MOCKOBCKas 30HA. ..»

[MogxoauTh K KIeTKe OIM3KO OBUIO YpEeBaTO — HEO TOJBKO Ka3aJCsi TPOMAIHBIM U HEYKITIO-
YKHUM, a Ha JIeJie MOT IBUraThCs MPOBOPHEN caMoro ropkoro acnuaa. CTOUT 3a3eBaThCsl, U 3TOT JIOX-
Marthblii Oyraii y)ke CXBaTUT TeOsI 3a TPYAKH, IPUTIHET K ce0e 1 MOMEHTAJILHO OOTIIOAAET MOJI-JIUIIA.
[Toatomy Epmak, B3gB J0XJIOrO KpblUlaHa 3a 00€ HOTH, pa3MaxHYJICS M LIIBBIPHYJ €0 B CTOPOHY
kiIeTkn. He ycrmen Tpyn MyTaHTa ynapuThCs O IPYThs, KaK JBE CHIIbHBIE BOJIOCATHIE PYKH OWMAIIH
€ro M 3a(h)MKCUPOBAIIM B BO3IyXe — JIETKO, Oy/ATO KPBUIATOE YYIOBHILE BECUIIO KHJIOTpaMMa TpPH,
He Oonbie. bepexxHo onmycTHB 100BIYy Ha MOJI, HEO CXBATWIICA 32 MIPABYIO HOTY MyTaHTa 00CHMHU
Janamu M TOTSHYJ ee BHYTpb. Korma npyT pemeTKky yrnepes HETOMBIPIO B MTPOMEKHOCTD, JIOXMa-
TBHI BEp3HJIa MPUHSIICS C OCTEPBEHEHNUEM KOJIOIIMATUTH 110 Oe/ipy KpbulaHa maTkoi, 1 Epmak, He
B CHJIaX Ha 9TO CMOTPETh, OCIICIIHO OTBEPHYJICS: OH YK€ 3HAJI, YTO HEO B HTOTE OTOPBET YOUTOU
TBapu M PYKH, U HOTH, M KPBUIBS... CIIOBOM, HE OCTAaBUT Ha KOCTSAX W TpamMma Mmsica. MyK4unHa
y’K€ MIOBEPHYJICA K JIECTHULIE U JJaXKe 3a MEPEKIIaANHY B3sJICS OHOM PYKOM, KOrjja MyTaHT XPHUILIO
OCBEIOMMJICS:

— ITouemy THI MEHSI KOPMHIIIB?

Epmak B3aporHyi, a oToM, OCMBICIMB BOIPOC, HEBOJIBHO 3aKMypuJics. B yronke mpaBoro
I1a3a NpOCTyIWiIa MperaTesbcKas cie3a, HO MyXXYMHa CIIEIIHO CMaxHyJl €€ ThUIbHON CTOpOHOM
JaI0HU U, OIJIIHYBIIMCH Ha KJIETKY Yepe3 M40, CIIPOCHIL:

— Tsl MeHS cOBcEM HE MOMHUIIIB?

Heo na HexkoTopoe BpeMs 3aBuc: EpMak ciiHOM 4yBCTBOBAJ €r0 B3IVISA M IPAKTUYECKHU CIIbI-
I1aJ1, KaK OIEBEJISATCS M3BMIIMHBI HEO, OTBBIKIINE OT TAKUX HEUIYTOYHBIX ycuiuil. Ko 3Haet, uyto
OCTaJIOCh B MaMATH JJOXMATOTO MOHCTPA, a 4TO 0€3KaI0CTHO chea MyTanusa? Y TouHo He Epmaxk.

Ho ceituac y Hero B ayliie 3aTEIIICSA YIOJIEK HAJACKIbI. ..

— He-a. A 11 KTO? — 110CJ1€ JOATOM May3bl cpocuil Heo. — OCOOEHHBIN KaKOH-TO XOMO?

Bonna peanbHOCTH Hakpblla YroyieK, U OH, IPOTECTYIOIIE 3alIUIEB, MOMEHTAJIBHO IOTac.
Epmak pazxai nanbiibl, HO3BOJIUB rOpALIEMY ITyUKy TPaBbl YIIaCTh Ha I10JI, @ [IOTOM C OCTEpPBEHE-
HHEM PACTOITA ABIMSIINECS OCTAaHKU HOTOM.

— HeBaxwo, — OypxHyn Epmaxk.

BuenuBmmces B nepekiaanHy o0CMMH pyKaMH, OH IIYCTPO Iojie3 HaBepX. Epmak xoren
IOCKOPEH BHIOPATHCS U3 MO/ABAJIA. .. TOYHEH, €ro OECIIOKOMII HE CTOJIBKO CaM I10]1BaJjl, CKOJILKO €ro
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YTPIOMBI JIOXMaTbIi 0OUTATENb: NOJOIATY HAXOIUTHCS PSAAOM C HUM JAJIsi MY)KUYUHBI ObLIO HEBBI-
HOCHUMO.

«/la u 3anax TyT, BHU3Y... MEpTBEUNHOM Bce npomnaxiio!.. U TyxnsaTuHoM. . .»

Ha cBexxem Bo3ayxe cTajio 4yTh IOJIErye — XOTh M CBEXXECTU OH, KOHEYHO, ObLI HE Iep-
BOil. SlnepHas BoliHa mpakTUYeCKH cTepia croauly Poccun ¢ nuna 3emiu, OCTaBUB Ha €€ MecTe
Yy/IOBUIIIHYIO MOCKOBCKYIO 30HY, B KOTOPOI 0OMTa M TBapU BCEX MacTeil — TyT TeOe U pasyMHbIe
poOOTHI, MUTAIOLIMECS YETOBEYMHON, AJI1 KPAaTKOCTH UMEHyeMble OMO, U BaMIIUPbI-IIaMBbl, CIIO-
COOHBIE MBICIIEHHO YIIPaBIISATH JIIOABMHU, U Macca APYyrux MyTaHTOB... W kaxnas U3 3Tux TBapew,
KOHEYHO e, 000)KaeT MUTAThCS MSICOM XOMO.

Kak, Hannpumep, 3anepTsiii B moasasie Heo. EMy-To, B 00111€M-TO, BCE paBHO, OH MOXKET KPaTh
yT0 nonajo. Ho ecnu npennoxuts eMy BbIOUpaTh MEXAY YETOBEUMHOM UM TEM K€ MSICOM KpbI-
JaHa, OH B JIECATH CIIyYasx W3 JIECATH OXOTHEW BBIOEpET ueroBeurHy. M1 TOUHO Tak e paccyx-
JAl0T JIEBIHOCTO JEBSITH MPOLIEHTOB JIPYTUX TBAPEH, CIOHSIOLIMXCS IO MOCKOBCKOI 30HE B IOMC-
Kax IIPOKOpMA.

Epmak, KoHeYHO ke, IpeKpacHo 3HAJI O TAKOM MOJI0KEHUH JIEJI, MHA4Y€ HU 33 YTO OBbI HE JOXKUIT
70 copoka. be3 ynaum, moHsTHOE [1e510, TOXKE He 000IIIOCh, HO €I ObI My>KYHMHA Pa3ryJIUBaI MO
ropoay, Kak o CoOCTBEHHOMY IOJIBOPBIO, HE TasiICh U HACBUCTHIBAs, €0 JaBHBIM-IaBHO COXKpain
ObI, HECMOTpSI Ha JIF000E, TaXKe CaMOe BEIIMKOE BE3CHHE.

«Hano 3abpars BTOpOro pyKOKpbUIa, — IIarasi K ABEPHOMY IPOEMY, 32 KOTOPbIM BUIHEICS
KOCTEp, TPYTBI BOPMOB U O0JICTUICHHBIN Oaboukamu KpbuiaH, moxyman Epmak. — Ilycts [1e6 moect
Ha CJIaBy... a s MoKa onsTh K [loito cxonutk nonpoOyto — Bapyr Uephslii LlenuTens xoTst Obl ceituac
co0JIarOBOJIUT KO MHE BBIUTU?»

Hanex el 66110 Masio, Ho EpMak npojomkain BEpUTh.

Jla 1 mor 11 oH BecTH ceOs nHaue? Benp TaM, BHU3Y, B KJIETKE U3 TOJCTBIX IPYTHEB CUAEI
€ro €IMHCTBEHHBIN ChIH [71€0, BoJIel TPEKIIATOI MOCKOBCKOM 30HBI 00paIIEHHBIN B KPOBOXKAHOTO
JIOXMAaTOro MOHCTpA.
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magsa 1
Noa kKynonom

— ThI TYNOH, KakK... Kak KAMEHb TYIIOM, OHST?

— Jla TBI caM TyIIOM. .. Tynei Jaxe, 4eM KaMeHb, BOT!

Boppn oTkpbl1 mpaBblil T1a3 U yCTaBWJICS Ha CHOPLIMKOB. J[Ba nukaps, o0a joxmarble U
yIPIOMbIE, Opalii, He yKajiesl IIOTOK, U, KaXXeTCs, FOTOBbI ObUTM ¢ MUHYTY Ha MUHYTY BLIETTUTHCS
IpyT OpYyTY B DJIOTKHU.

— 3aTKHUTECH, — IpophIvai boppa, He Jkenast HOJHUMATHCS C HACHKEHHOTO MECTA Pay ATHX
KpeTuHoB. — [Toka s BaMm 060MM OOLIKY HE TOOTKPYUYHBAJI.

CoOpatbst XMypO MOKOCHIIUCH B €70 CTOPOHY, HO OT KOMMEHTAapUEB PEIIUIN BO3AECPIKATHCS:
BOX/Ib UX KPOXOTHOTO IJIEMEHH MPOBeN Kakoe-To Bpemst B KpacHoM mosie cMepTH, a moToMy ObLI
HEMHOTO IOBBIIIE U NOLIMPE B IUIEYaX, YEM OCTajbHble HEO0. KOHEUHO, Takoe HE3HAUYNUTENbHOE
IPEUMYLIECTBO HE TapaHTUPOBAJIO €My MOOEey, HO CBS3bIBATHCS C MOJOOHBIM 30OPOBSKOM BCE
pPaBHO HUKTO HE XOTEII.

CMepuB CBOMX HEAJIEKUX MOJOMNEYHBIX €Ile OJHUM OCYKIAIIMM B3IIs10M, boppa cHoBa
3aKpbUI IIPABBIM IIa3 U MPUCIOHWICA 3aTBUIKOM K creHe. KupnnyHas kiajgka 3a J€Hb ycrena
XOpOLIO TMPOrpeThcs U TENEph M3Iyyasla TeIUlo, MPAaKTUYeCKU IpaHHUallee c kapoM. boppn
HEBOJIBHO PacIUIbLICS B YJIbIOKE: TEIJIO OH JIFOOWI KyJa Ooblie, YeM XOJIO/,.

Jla ¥ MOMUMO 3TOT0 y BOXK/Is1 XBaTaJI0 IIOBOJIOB JUIs PaIOCTU: OOT'H CeroHs ObLTA MUJIOCTUBBI
K €ro IJIEMEHH — HEO HaTKHYJIMCh Ha KPYIHYIO CTal0 KpblcocoOak. ApoMar jkapeHoro msica IeKo-
TaJl HO3IPH U pa3KUrai almneTut, Ho boppa ynepxusai ceds 0T TOro, YT00bl BHUTHCS B ITOTYChIPOE
6eapo yOUTOM MCHUHBI XKEATHIMH [TOTYCTHUBIIMMHU 3y0amMH.

«Hazo npocTo HEMHOIO OTEPIETHY.

— Jla 3T0 OH Hayas Balle. .. — OOMKEHHO MPOBOPYAII OIUH U3 CIIOPIIMKOB.

BreszanHo cHapy»kH OCIBIIAIICSA CTPAHHBIM, UyKEPOIHBIN CKPEXKET — HE IIPOTSKHBIM, a IIpe-
PBIBUCTBHIH, OyATO peOCHOK MphIrai Ha JIMCTe MeTajula. BoXp OTKpbUI IM1a3a ¥ HaBocTpuia ymu. K
J0OBIM ITOCTOPOHHUM 3BYKaM OH IPUBBIK OTHOCUTHCS HACTOPOKEHHO.

«Moskert, npsHp Kakas n3-3a Kynona nokanosana?» — MENbKHYJA B IOJI0BE HEO IIAJbHAs
MBICJIb.

T'octn 3 YepraHoBa NEHCTBUTENBHO M3pEIKa MOCELANIN CEBEpHBIE Npenensl byTosa, rue
oburtana cras boppna. Heo mMor Tosbko aoraisiBarbesi, 0 KakOM MPUYMHE B SHEPreTUUYECKOM
Kynosne o0pa3yroTcst mpopexu, HO TO, YTO OHU BpeMsl OT BpEMEHU BO3HUKAIOT, BOXK/Ib 3HAJ HaBEP-
HsKa. M monGenpl, eciiu pedyb 0 KaKOHW-TO MEJIKOTHE, BPOJIE TEX )K€ KPhICOCOOAK, UX-TO YyeM OOoJIbIIIe,
TEM Jlydlle — XOTb OyzeT, uro noxpars! Ho ecnu u3-nox Kynona Beinonsaer poit cTanbHOM CKo-
JIONEHJIPbI WM, TOTO Xy>Ke, IEeJIbHBIH 00€BOM POOOT, OXOUMIi 10 CBEXEro Msica, TO HEO OCTaeTCs
TOJIBKO MPATATHCS U HAZIEATHCS, YTO UX HEe OOHapy»Xart, MHaue — BEpHasi CMEPTb.

— Jla nomMouuTe BB YK€, — OypKHYJ OH, 3100HO 3bIPKHYB Ha MOAYMHEHHBIX. — He crbimre,
41O JIU?

— Yero He cABIIMM? — YIUBHIICS OAWH U3 CIIOPLIUKOB.

— Ckpexer kakoii-to. CHapyxu. Hy?

Heo 3arkHynuch 1 npucIyIainuCh.

— Ara, ciblily! — 3HEPrMYHO KMBHYB, OATBEPAUI BTOPOU CIIOPLIUK.

— A Teneps BpOJE CTUXJIO... — HEIOyMEHHO IPOOOPMOTaT BTOPOi OMIIOHEHT.

Boppna Beirayn OpoBb. [Toxoxe, ero r1ynoBaThlii OONEUHbIH ObUT IPaB U CKPEKET OOJIbLIe
He paHui OapabaHHbIe EPENOHKU. YTO 3TO MOITIO 03HAYATH?

«¥Yuuna, nackyzna? Kro 6b1 Tbl HU ObLIA. .. »

11



O. WN. bonpapeB. «Kpemnb 2222. YepTaHoBO»

Barmsn boppaa ynan Ha KycOk Msica, KOTOPBI, IPOH3EHHBINA CAMOJIEIBbHBIM BEPTEIOM, KOII-
TWJICSI HaJl KOCTPOM. ANMETUTHBIN 3amax HUKyJa He Jeics, 00jee TOro — ¢ KaXkJ10i CeKyH10i OH
CTAHOBUJICS BCE CUJIbHEN U CUIIBHEM.

«Kakwue % MbI IeOWITBL. . .» — 3aM103/1aJI0 TIOHSUT BOXKAK.

BueszanHo Heo, CTOSIBIINI K OKHY OJIM)KE IPOUMX, OTJIETEN K cTeHE. TOJIIbKO MTHOBEHUE CITY-
CTsI CTaJIO MOHATHO, YTO HUKAKOM Maruu B €ro nojieTe He ObLIO — IPOCTO €ro crpadacraiia MeTal-
JAMYecKast ayybs Jiamna. . .

...XO35IMH KOTOPOM IPsIMO CcelYac HaXOAMUJICS 32 OKHOM.

— buo! — psaBkHyn boppa, BckakuBasi ¢ HACHKEHHOI0 MecTa. — buo!

Jlukapu 3aroyioCcuIIv, CXBaTWIIMCH 3a opykue. CTaabHONW MaHUITYJISTOP YTAHYJI paHEHOTO HEO
3a TIOJOKOHHMK, M 4Yepe3 CEKYHJy A0 YIIeH JPYruX JIOXMaTbIX BEP3WJI JIOHECIHUCh YaBKAIOIINE
3BYKHU.

— bexxum! — Bozonmt boppa.

[lonronsiemsle cTpaxom, HEO OPOCHIINCH K ABEPHOMY MPOEMY, BeaylieMy Hapyxy. Ceituac
Ka)/IbIil JyMaJs TOJbKO O cede — TUKapH pBajUCh BIEpeEll, 3aMedasi TOBapHILEH TOJIBKO JJIsl TOTO,
4YTOOBI UX OTTOJIKHYTh. B MTOre Ha BbIXOZE 0Opa3oBajiach dTakas Kyda-Majia U3 JIOXMaTbIX Tel,
OJIETBIX B PBAHBIE JTOXMOTbSI.

Boppx Boneil ciiydas okazancs eaBa M HE B caMOoM XBocTe. ONISHYBIIMCH Yepe3 IUIEYO,
OH YBHUJIEJI «CEPBa» — CTAJIbHOTO IayKa ¢ TOPSIIMMU KPAaCHBIMU IT1a3aMH, HE CIUILKOM OOJIBIIOrO
(xak st pob0Ta), HO BABOE KPYIIHEH Jake «IPOXIKEHHOro» Heo. IMEHHO 3TH, BIOJIHE YMEpPEH-
HbIE TabapyUThI TO3BOJIHMIN €My POOPaThCs BHYTPb Y€pe3 OKHO, ITYCTh U CHECS KYCOK KHPITHYHOU
kinaaku. He noxupasice, moka pebkas bk yiasbkeTcs, boppa pasBepHyics u, pblua, IpUHSIICS
TOPOIIMBO MPOTAJIKUBATECSA K BbIXoy. Heo oTneranu ot Hero, CIOBHO MeJKasi ApoOb OT TOJICTON
IPOTUBOTAHKOBOW OpOHM, M BOXKJIb STAKUM TapaHOM II€p BIIEpe]l, HE OCTAHABIUBASCh, MIOKA HE
BBIBAJIUJICSI HAPYXKY.

Oxa3zaBmmch Ha ynuie, bopp/ IryMHO BBITOXHYI U COOMpaIcs yke Oexarh, Kora u3-3a yIia
BHE3aIlHO MO0Ka3ajach crajipHas mopaa «Pamropay. Ilog TsxkensiM B3I IOM OMO TPEIBOIUTEND
JUKapen mornpocty oOMep, HO TyT €ro TOJIKHYJIU B CIIMHY COOCTBEHHbIE TOTYMHEHHBIE, U OH, OCTY-
NUBIINCH, HEYKITIOXKE YIIaJl Ha MOTPECKABIIUNCS achabT.

— Tyt Toxe poOOT! — HCIyraHHO BOCKJIMKHYJI OIMH U3 HEJAaBHUX CIOPIIUKOB — boppa y3Han
€ro 10 TPECKYUYEMY TOJIOCY.

3anpaB roJjoBy, BOXKAb YBUACIH, uTo «Pamrop» pacmaxuBaeT cBoro 3ybacTyro macthk. boppna
YK€ PElInI, 4TO poOOT coOMpaeTcsi OTKyCUTh €MY TOJIOBY, HO BCE OKa3aJ10Ch Ky/a KaK CIOXKHEH.
Crousno 4enroCcTsIM pa3OMKHYTHCS, U HEO C YAUBJIEHUEM OOHApyKWJIHM, YTO BO PTy Y CTaJIbHOIO
«sl1epa» BMECTO sA3bIKa PACIIONOKEH METAITINYECKUI CTBOI.

«3JTO elie 4To 3a XpeHb?» — ycmen moaymarb boppa, mpexkie ueM U3 CTPaHHOTO CTBOJIA
BBIPBAJICS CTOJIO MJIAMEHHU.

[llepcth Ha criMHE BOXKZS BCIIBIXHYJa MOMEHTAJbHO, CJIOBHO CyXas roproH-Tpasa. boppn
B3BBUI IMKUM TOJIOCOM M MIPHUHSIICS KaTaThCs 10 3eMJIe, MBITasACh COMTH OroHb. Ha 3amnem ¢one
TOJIOCUJIM IPYTHE HEO, 1O KOTOPBIX JOKATUIIACh OTHEHHAs BOJIHA.

[Ipe3peB 6onb, boppa U3 monokeHus Jiexa pBaHys BIIEPE, HAIEsACh, YTO MOTYUYHTCS cOe-
&atb, HO «PanTop» ObIT HACTOPOXKE: METHYBIIUCH K OETYyIEMY JUKAPIO, OH JIETKO OTKYCHII BEPX-
HIOIO [TOJIOBUHY €r0 OOrOpeBILIEro Tena.

Buns, 4to ciayumsnock ¢ UX BOXKAKOM M MHBIMHM COOpaTbsIMM, YLIEJEBIINE HEO MOMSATHINCH
o0paTHO B IOM, HO TaM MX YXe MOJDKUAAN «cepB». [lepeqHumu nanamu, ocHaIlEHHBIMU JBYMS
OCTPBIMH KJIMHKaMH, CTAJIbHOM MayK NPOTKHYJ ABOUX HEO HACKBO3b, IOCIIE YETO HEOPEIKHBIM JIBU-
XKeHHeM cOpocui1 000MX YMHUPAIOLIUX AUKAapel Ha 0T, TOTOBSICh BCTPETUTh OCTAIbHBIX MYTaHTOB.
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B wurore uerBepo BBIKMBIIUX OKa3ajJUCh B JIOBYIIKE: C OJHOW CTOPOHBI Ha HUX IE€p OTrHE-
Jplaimuid «Pantop», ¢ 1pyroi ke BcTpeyan I0pKUN U HETJIOXO MOJArOTOBJIEHHBIN K 0010 poOoT-
PEMOHTHUK.

— He nepeycepiacTByiiTe TONbKO, — BAPYT MOCIBIIIAIOCH CO CTOPOHBI OKHA.

UYerBepo nuKapeil, Kak 1o KOMaH/ie, IOBEPHY/IM rOJI0BbI Ha IroJ0C.

Ha nonypa3zpyiieHHOM NOAOKOHHUKE BOCCEAal 00pOAaThlii XOMO B UEPHOM ILIALIE, YEPHBIX
mTaHax ¥ OOTHHKAX TOTO K€ [[BeTa. B Kak0i pyke y He3HaKoMIIa ObLI0 10 nucToneTty. He Bce u3
BBDKMBILUX JUKAapel 3HaU, HACKOJIBKO OIACHO 3TO OpPY’KUE, HO MPOBEPATH M0 CMEPTOHOCHOCTh
HUKTO He KeJall.

— ITouemy onu T€Os HE )KPYT? — CIIPOCHIT CAMBIiA JTFOOOTIBITHBIN U3 HEO.

— Hy BOT 1 nepBbIii Ha BBIXOJI, — C yCTAJIBIM B3/10XOM cKa3ai 6oponau. — [laBu ero, Pyxisib.
BontyHbl HaM He HY>KHBI.

Heo xoTen 6b110 OmpaBIaThes, HO «CEPB» PE3KO B3MAXHYJ MEUOM, U JJOXMaTas rojoBa, OT/Ie-
JMBIIMCH OT CYTYJIOTO Tela, yaeTena B cTopoHy. CaMo e TyJlOBUILE, TIOCTOSB HECKOJIBKO MTHO-
BEHHIA, PyXHYJIO Ha TIOJI, MIEAPO MOJIMBAsi MyTHOW KPOBBIO TPSI3HBIN OETOH M HOTH IpyTuX, Ooiee
BE3y4HMX MYTaHTOB.

— K10-TO e1ie xoueT cnpocuTh MEHs 0 4YeM-TO? — BHITHYB OpOBb, OCBEIOMMJICS HE3HAKOMEL
¢ mucrosieTaMu. — My Bbl HE HACTONIBKO TYIIBI?

Jukapu momyanu.

Bbopoznad ynoBneTBOpeHHO XMBIKHYII U, OIVISIHYBILIUCH YEPE3 MJI€Y0, BOCKINKHYI:

— Tl mocMoTpH, Kakue Mookl bo! A MOTOM TOBOPST, UTO BCE HEO TyMbIe, KAK KaMHHU!

K nopoxoHHuKy nmpubnusuiack TEMHOBOJIOCAS AEBYIIKA B IPA3HO-CEPOM IUIALIE; HUKHIOK
4acTb €€ JINLA CKPbIBaJIa OT MOCTOPOHHUX B3MVISAJI0B UEpPHAs MTOJyMacKa: U3-3a 3TOTO «aKceccyapay
roJIOC y HE3HAKOMKH ObLIT IIyXOH, Oy/ITO BaTHBIN:

— Thr1 e caMm 1 TOBOPUIIB TOCTOSHHO.

— Hy, Tak y MeHs ecTb BecbMa 00rathblii OnbIT O0IIEHHS C TOA00HON Mpa3bio, — BHOBb yCMEX-
HyJscst 6opoaay.

OH onATh NOBEPHYJICS K HEO, U YAbIOKA TYT K€ CJETeNa C €ro JINLA, Kak €€ U He ObLIO.

— Caymaiite crofa, KpeTHHBI, — Iponeaut oH. — Ecnu Oynere nenarb, 9TO TOBOPST, €CTh
IIaHC, YTO OCTaHEeTeCh kUBbI. Ecnu He OyneTe, ympere, Kak U Ballld ToBapuilu. Bee sicHo?

Heo Momyanu — nocne toro, kak ux codpara 00€3rJ1aBUIN 3a HEYMECTHBIN BOIIPOC, HUKTO U3
JMKapel He CHeln OTKPbIBaTh pOT 0€3 BECKOM HEOOXOTUMOCTH.

— U cHOBa MOr'y Bac TOJIBKO [MOXBAJIUTh, — CAMOJOBOJIBHO OCKJIabuics He3HakoMel. — [Ipo-
JOJKANTE B TOM JKe IyXe, U Jsaromika [ pomoOoit caepxut oderanue, KIssHyCh CBOoe 60pooii!
A Tenepp Bce Ha BBIXOJ, 1A MOKUBEH !

C stumu cinoBamu [pomMo0OOi pa3BepHYJICS M BBIIPBITHYJI HapyKy, a HEO, MOATOHSIEMbIE
MeuaMU «CepBay MO NPOo3BULLY PyXisib, HOOpenu K ABEPHOMY MPOEMY, 3@ KOTOPHIM ITUPOBAJ yKe
3HaKOMBIN UM «PanTop».

buo Toxe mpeanounTazy CHIpOMY MSICY XOpOILO MPOKapEHHOE, C apOMATHOM XpycCTsIen
KOPOYKOH.

Epmak, kpagyunchk, Open mo YepranoBy. 3a miedoM OONTANOCh 3apsHKEHHOE OXOTHUYBE
PYKb€, a B MO30JIMCTBIX PyKaxX BOMH CKUMAJI P>KaBbI Med, HAUJICHHBIN CPEU Pa3BaJlMH Ha CEBEPO-
3amajie pailoHa — He 60T BECTh KaKoe IPO3HOE OPYKUE, HO B yMEJBIX PyKaX U OHO MOTJIO IPUHECTH
OLLYTUMYIO [OJIB3Y.

«Tem Goee 4TO pyKEHHBIX MATPOHOB OCTAIOCH YK€ HE TAK MHOTO. ..» — C TPYCThIO TTOyMaJl
3axap.
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/IBe Henenu Hazal €My CBE3JI0 HAWTH YEW-TO CXOPOH HEIONAJIEKy OT 3allaJHOW I'PaHULbI
UYepraHoBa: ABEHAIAaTh 0AHOK TYIIEHKH, JIBA MEIIOYKA MIICHUYHON KPYIIbI, PYKbE U CTAIBHOM
KOpOO ¢ maTpoHaMU, MEPETSTHYTHINA ABYMsI BEPEBKAMH KPECT-HAKPECT, BUHO, YTOO IJIOTHEH MpH-
KaTh KPBIIIKY U yOepeub COAEP)KUMOE OT CBHIPOCTH U Biard. M3 Toit KopoOKH — K CIIOBY, IPaKTH-
YECKHU 3alIOJIHEHHOM, — K HBIHEIIHEMY JIHIO, YBBI, OCTAJIOCh OKOJIO TPETH.

«/IBaguate naTpoHOB... MHOTO0 3TO MM Majo?»

Ha ¢unocoduto ve 6110 Bpemenu. Bee, uto Mor cienats EpmMak B TaHHOW CUTYaIUH, — 9TO
IPOIOJIKATh HAAESTHCS, UTO CyAb0a CHKAIUTCS HAJl HUM U HE CTAHET HAaTPaBJIMBaTh Ha IyTHUKA
KPBLJIAHOB J]a HEO, MOOEAUTh KOTOPBIX B OJIMKHEM OO0 JUJIsl XOMO — 3aJlaud MPaKTUYECKH HEBBI-
HOJTHUMASsL.

«Thl y)xe mpeBpaTuiIa MOETro ChIHA B UyIOBUIIIE. — 3axXap OCMOTPEN BBEPX, HAa HEOO, KOTOpOE
3aBOJIOKJIM CEpble MpeaaoKaeBble oOnaka. — Tak, MOXET, 1allb MHE XOTs Obl IPU3PAYHBbII HIaHC
BCE€ UCIPABUTH?»

OH X0poI1110 TOMHUJI, C YEr0 Hayanach Ta Bblja3zka — npuka3 HukuTel «pa3zsenarb 00CTaHOBKY
B UepTaHoBe, cKOpo MOKAET Ipy3»; MoMHUI Epmak u To, kak [71€6 npocuiics, 4to0 oren U asgabpKa
Tpudon B3s1M ero ¢ coOoi.

Bcero ux Obu1o msitepo.

W3 nsiTeppIx BBIKUIIN 1BOE, HO OJIMH IIPU 3TOM M3MEHUJICS IPAKTUYECKHU JI0 HEY3HABA€MOCTH.
Tonpko ma3a — m1a3a ObUIM TE )K€, M JaKe B3IVIS MOXOXK, IyCTh W HE BHJIENCS 33 HUM TENepb
TOT O30PHOM 3aps] IOHIA, OXo4uero o BneuariaeHui. [locne Tpanchopmarmu [71ed cMoTpen Ha
Epmaka, kak Ha XOAsYMi KyCOK MsIca.

«M 310 — MOM COOCTBEHHBIH CBIH!..»

UepHoe nosne, uamenusuiee [neda, cioBHO BOp, NPSITATIOCh B CAaMOM TEMHOM YIITy 3[aHMS,
KyZJa noxxkanonais orpsg Epmaka. JI[Boux U3 msITepku K TOMYy MOMEHTY YK€ HE OCTalOCh B JKUBBIX,
CHapYXH CKPEXKETANl pOM CTAIBHBIX CKOJIOIIEHP, HAIIyXO NEPEKPBIBIIMN YUy, @ HaJl KPbIILIEH
JIeTaJIi TOJIOIHbIE KPBUIAHHBI. ..

W B xakoii-to MmomeHT EpMak, cocpeoTOUeHHbIN Ha HACYIIHBIX ITpoOIeMax, MOMpoCTy yIy-
ctui I'neba u3 Budy. A napeHsp, 3eJ1€HbIH J1a ITybli, BOOPYKUBLIMCH ITyYKOM T'OPIOH-TPaBbI, IPU-
HSUICSL UCCIIE0BaTh 37aHKUe, B KOTOPOM HUKUTHHBI BOMHBI XOTEIU YKPBITHCS OT MPOKOPIUBBIX
MYTOB.

HcTomHblii KpUK MUTOM HarmoMHUJI Epmaky o ChIHE.

Puckys nepenoMars HOr", My>K4rHa OPOCHIICS Ha TOJIOC Yepe3 MOMEIICHUE, YCEeTHHOE CTPO-
UTEJIbHBIM MYCOPOM, U C YyXacoM OOHapy>KWJi, YTO €ro JApParoleHHOE 4aJ0 YKOM H3BHBaeTCs
BHYTpH OneqHo-uepHOi cdepsrl. Perua ot 6eccrnms, Epmak yxBaTui Jiexalnyto Ha Moy TOCKY U
TOPOILIMBO BBITOJIKHYJ OTHPHICKA U3 TYOUTEIHHOrO YepHOro mois. ..

...HO, YBBI, C/I€JIaJ] 3TO BCE PAaBHO CJIMILKOM IO3/HO.

—9710... 910 I'Me6, uTo MM? — cpocun noxocnesmuii Tpudow.

Epmak ormisiHyIcs Ha HEro yepes Ijieuo U yrproMo KUBHYIL.

[Tepen OpatesiMu Jekan HaTypalbHBIA Heo. Omexaa, B KoTopyro Obut oxet [I1ed, Teneps
IPEBpPaTHIIaCh B JIOXMOTbS — HE BbIJEprKajla HaTHCKa BHE3AIMHO BeIpOCIINX MbIll. CruHA U PyKH,
HeKor/1a OJeTHbIE, MOKPBUTUCH TEMHOH IIEPCTHIO.

— OHn BooO111€ %1BOI? — TpoOopmMoTan TpudoHn.

['ne6 nexxan Ha 3emie ¢ 3aKpbITHIMU I[VIa3aMHU U MPUOTKPBITON macthio. [lpurnsaesmuce,
Epmak yBuzen, 4to rpyap CblHa CyIOPO’KHO B3/BIMAETCS U OIyCKAETCA.

— JKuBoii, — OypKHYJ OH, IPOI0JIXKasi CBEPJIUTH TyILy [71e0a XMypbIM B3IISLIOM. — JIBIIINT. ..

— W gro Oynem ¢ HuM nenarb? — cupocu Tpudon, 3a7yMYnBO MMOKYCHIBast HIKHIOIO TYOYy.

Epmak oTKpbLT POT... M 3aKpbLI €r0, HE Hals, 4yTo oTBeTUTh. [lepen Hum nexan [nebd u,
OJTHOBPEMEHHO, COBCEM MHOE CYIIECTBO, MAJIO OOIIEr0 UMEIOIIEE C €r0 POAHBIM ChIHOM. Kak oH
(oHO) cebs moBenet, koraa (Wi ecnu) ouHetcs? Y3HaeT ux? Miam HaOpOCUTCS M MOMBITACTCS
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youts? Uto, ecu Mmeramopdo3a KOCHyJIaCh HE TOJIBKO Tena, HO U Mo3ra? Uto, ecim ot [eba Tam,
II0J] 3TOM JI0XMaTo, rpy0oil 000104KO0I, HE OCTAIOCh POBHBIM CYETOM HUYETO?

— JlaBall CBSIKEM €r0, — XpPUILIBIM OT BOJIHEHHMSI TOJIOCOM cKa3ail Epmak.

OT HeOyMEHHOTO0, Jake pacTepsHHOTO B3isiaa TpudoHa eMy crajo emie Oonblie He o
cebe. Epmak HUKOrIa npexJie He BUJeN, kKak YepHoe mojie nmpeBpallaeT JoAed B HeaHAepTallb-
LIEB, ¥ IOTOMY ceifyac caM npedbiBai Ha IrpaHu oTtyasHus. Ho eme cTpaiHeil eMy cTaHOBUIIOCH,
KOTJIa OH 3alyMBIBaJICSI, 4TO OyZeT Aenarh ¢ ChIHOM Aainbiie. Jlomyctum, onu ¢ TpudoHoM ero cBs-
XKYT, IOITyCTUM, OTTAIaT Kyaa-To B 6e3onmacHoe Mecto. Yto notom? Kak BepHyTh [71€0y mpeskHmit
00nmuk? Mnu tpancdopmanus, ciyduBiasics ¢ HUM, HeoOparuma, 1 Epmaky npunercs. ..

OH 3akpbul Ia3za TOTAa — 3aKpbul U Tenepb, BcnoMHUB. [IpaBaa, celiuac Epmak kuBo
coOpaJicsi C lyXOM U, MOTHYB I'OJIOBOM 13 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY, OyATO OTTOHSISI MOPOK, MOILIEN BIIe-
pen — k YepHoMy moto, r1e, o CJI0BaM OJHOTO U3 HEJJABHO YOUTHIX KPbUIAaHOB, 00uTan UepHslii
LenuTens — eMMHCTBEHHOE CYIIECTBO, XOTS OBl TEOPETUUECKH CIIOCOOHOE TTOMOYb [11e0y BHOBB
CTaTh YEIOBEKOM.

BueszanHo Bnepeau nocisiancs 3ByK, IOX0XKUI Ha TOT, C KOTOPBIM KOJIbL1a KOJIBYYTH TPYTCS
JpyT 0 Apyra npu Xoab0e, TOIBKO B CTO pa3 rpomue. EpMak ocTaHOBUIICS U IPUCITYIIAJICS, TIBITASICh
OIIPE/IETUTh, C KAKOW CTOPOHBI K HEMY IIPUOIMKAETCsl HEBUIMMBINM yTHUK. Hazgestbest Ha To, 4TO
eMy rnocpeau YepranoBa BCTPETUTCS KPEMIIEBCKHI IPYKUHHUK, HE TPUXOAMIIOCH: 33 TE€ HECKOJIBKO
Hezelb, YTo Epmak nmpoBest B 3TOM palioHe, OH HU pa3y He BUJAEI TYT XOMO.

[Toxoxe, NCTOYHMK 3BYKa HaXOIUJICS 32 YIJIOM J0Ma U MEAJIEHHO npubnmxaics k Hemy. Cra-
pasicy He mymeTb, EpmMak noactynui K OnukaiiieMmy OKHY, MEAJIEHHO nepeOpaiics yepes3 moi-
OKOHHHK BHYTpb U 3aTaniics. BonHa coBepLIEHHO HE HHTEPECOBAJIO, YTO 3a TBAPb IPOMKO CKPUITUT
JKEJIe30M; BCE, UEro XOTel My>KUMHa, — 3TO n30eXkarh ¢ HEl BCTpeuu.

«IIporian MuMo. .. — MbIcieHHO B3Monwica Epmak. — [loxkanylicra, mpoiau MUMO. . .»

HecMmoTps Ha Bce ykachl, KOTOpPbIE IPOUCXOAUIN C HUM 3a OBl )KU3HU, HECMOTPSI Ha UyJI0-
BUIIHYIO MeTamopdosy [neba, Epmak nmo-npexxanemy coxpansut Bepy B bora. BepositHo, oH Tak
OTYasTHHO LIETUISUICA 3@ HEE TOJIBKO [TOTOMY, YTO HE UMEJI IPYTHX AKOPE, CHOCOOHBIX yAEpKaTh €ro
pa3ym ot OezymcTBa. Bepa Obuta 111 EpMaka 3TakiM OrOHBKOM Ha FOPU30HTE, TEM, YTO 3aCTaB-
JISUI0 €T0 CHOBA M CHOBA MOKWJATh Pa3BaJMHbI, M10J KOTOPBIMU Teneph kui [11e6, u uaru uepes
MOCKOBCKYI0 30HYy K UepHoMy 1noJto, 1a0bl B ouepeHoi pa3 3Bath UepHoro Llenurens. ..

CrpaHHbIH 3ByK CTAHOBUJICSI BCE TPOMYE U FPOMYE. .. [I0KA BHE3AIMHO HE CTUX. EpMak Haxmy-
puics. Uys HenagHoe, OH 00/1M3al epecoxXuiie Ty0osl 1 pBaHyIl BIEPE].

W, xak BBISICHWIIOCH, OYEHD BOBPEMSI.

C3aau nocielacs Jis3r ctanyd. EpMak pe3ko onsiHyncs yepes IJ1e40 U yBHJIEIN Ba MeTall-
JMYECKUX MaHUIYJIATOPA, KOTOPbIE BIEMUIUCH B MOJOKOHHUK. CEKyHIy CIYCTS B IPOEME MOSIBU-
Jach YpoJUIMBas prkaBasi TOJIOBa C IVIa3aMH, Y)Kacarollle ropsIuMU KpacHbIM. Ellie 0HO MrHoBe-
HHUE — U 3Ta CTajJbHasl MallliHA CMEPTHU MONepia BHYTPb, NpAMUKOM K EpMaky. UepThIXHYBIINCE,
MY>KYMHA CXBATUIICS 3a PY’Kb€ U MPUHSJICS JINXOPAJO0YHO B3BOJUTH KYpOK. Y HEro ObLIO BCEro
HECKOJIbKO CEKYHJI, YTOObI 1aTh METAJIJIMUYECKOI TBApU XOTh KAKOU-TO OTIIOP.

«l'ociogu, MOMOTH... TIOMOTH...» — KapyCEJbl0 BepTeiach B TOJOBE OJ(HA-EIMHCTBEHHAs
MBICJIb.

«CepB» yke IpOCOUNIICS BHYTPb U, FPEMSI MHOKECTBOM HOT, oHeccs K Epmaky. MyxuunHa
HAKOHEI[ COBJIaJaJ C KYpKOM M, CIIELIHO yIepeB MIPUKIIAJ B IJIEH0, HaXKajl Ha CIIyCKOBOM KPIOYOK.

[lepBrIii BHICTpEN MpHUILENCS TBapU TOUHO B JIEBBIM IVIa3 — CTEKJa OpPBI3HYJIU BO BCE CTO-
POHBI, a caMO pyOMHOBOE OKO IIOMCKPUIIO HEAOJITO Aa noracio. «CepBy» OTIIATHYJICS, 3aAHUE JaIlbl
HOJIOTHYJIMCh, HO OH BCE K€ YCTOSJ Ha HOrax M codupascs CHoBa pUHyThcs Ha Epmaka, HO TyT
BOMH BBICTPEJINII BO BTOpoii pa3. OH Myapo OMJI B OAHO U TO K€ MECTO, HA/IEACh, UTO C MOCIEAHEN
HOTIBITKA CMOXKET 100paThCs 10 MO3ra He B MEpy arpeCCUBHON TBApH.

U, mano ckazarp, 3agymMmanHoe y EpMaka mosnydusocsk.
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ConpornyBIINCh BCEM TEJIOM, CTAJIbHON «IIAayK» 3aMep, a IOTOM MEJUIEHHO 3aBajliics Ha0OK
¥ pyXHYI Ha 10J1. MaHUITYAsTOpBI poO0Ta eI1e KaKoe-TO BpeMsl IEBEIMINChH, BUANMO, HA OCTAaTKaxX
3apsifia aKKyMyJITopa, HO 3TO NPOUIHIIOCH HEJIOJTO.

VY& TOUHO HE J0Jblle, 4eM EpMak cMOT BOCCTaHOBUTH JIbIXaHHE MOCIIE EPEKUTOTO yKaca.

«IIponecmo. Munosan I'ocriozs. .. »

CrnioxBaTHBIINCH, BOMH I0Jie3 3a narpoHamu. C MJaibIX HOITEW €ro y4MJIM, 4TO OpYXKUE
JIOJDKHO OBITH BCETa TOTOBO K OOI0: XOJOIHOE — 3aTOYEHO, OTHECTpeNbHOE — 3apshkeHo. Korma
CKUTaEIIbCS IO MOCKOBCKOIN 30HE OAMH-OJIMHEIIEHEK, LIEHHOCTh 3TUX PUTYaJIOB BO3PACTAET CTO-
Kpar — BeJIb MPEAAHHBIX TOBAPHINEH, TOTOBBIX MPUKPBITH IPOIITpadUBIIETOCS OOMIIA, PSIIOM HET.

BTopoe npaBuiio — He CTOM MOAOATY TaM, OTKyaa cTpesisul. Ha 3Byk MOTyT cOexarbest 3auH-
TEpPECOBAaHHBIC TBAPH — HAIIPUMED, T€ K€ OO0, OPOHS KOTOPHIX JOCTATOUYHO KpeErKa, YToOkI Iomna-
JaHue TyJIM He TIpUHEecIo el ocoboro ypona. To, yto Epmaky ynanoch 3a 1Ba BeICTpena «J10CTy-
4aTbCs» JI0 MO3ra «CepBa» —3TO CKOPEH U3PSAAHOE BE3EHUE, UEM OOBIZIEHHOCTD; K CYAaCThIO, BOUH U
caM 3TO NPEKPaACcHO MOHUMAJI, a IOTOMY, HE Tepsisi BpEMEHH 1apOM, CHOBA 3aKHHYJI PYXKbE 32 CIIUHY
Y TIOCTICUIWII K BBIXOJY U3 3/1aHUS.

Tenepb OH 1I€T BABOE OCTOPOXKHEH, YyeM npexe. PUTM cepaua Bce elle He BBIPOBHSJICS,
U HEPOBHBIN IyJIbC OTAABAJCSA B BHUCKaX, HO O mepeabliike Epmak He nyman. EMy cienoBano
no0patbes 10 YepHOTO OISt M CHOBA MOTIBITATHCS 3aTOBOPHTS ¢ LlenuTenem. 1o Oblia eJMHCTBEH-
Has nenb Epmaka, camasi BaKHasl. .. eOUHCMEeHHAs BaXKHas.

W on He cobupancs oT Hee OTCTynarh.

«Buaut bor: noka ObeTcst Moe cep/ile, st Oyay MbITaThCsl BEPHYTH [1e6a».

C takumu MbiciasasMu EpMak mpogoskui cBoi My Th.

Bcesikwmii 3HaeT, 4TO TyMaH B MOCKOBCKOH 30HE — BEpHBIH NMpu3HaK O0eapl. ONbITHBIE BOUHBI,
€/1Ba YBUJAT BIEPEIN CU3YIO 3aBECY, MOMEHTAJIBHO MATATCA, 1a0bl CydyailHO HE MPUBJIEYb BHU-
MaHHE T€X, KTO MOXET MIPATATbCsl B 3TOW cepoy AbIMKe. IIpuTomM nmpupomHbIil TyMaH JTOBOJIBHO
IIPOCTO OTIMYUTH OT UCKYCCTBEHHO CO3JaHHOIO: IMOCICIHUN CTEIIETCS MO 3€MIIE U, KaK IIPABUIIO,
OTpaHUYEH CBEPXY, CHU3Y U C OOKOB.

CrnoBowM, eciii BUANIIb TyMaH Takoro poja, Jdy4dile Oeru co BCeX HOL

W nBoe HEO Tak H cAenand. ..

Bot ToipK0 Mobexkanu oHU HE B Ty CTOpoHY. Eciu B Tymiax cu3oro apiMa, KOTOPBIN 3aros-
HUJI IPOCTPAHCTBO MEXAY ABYMsI YIPIOMBIMHM IOKOCHUBIIMMHUCS ISTHUITAXKKAMU, TEUCTBUTEIBHO
MPATAIUCh KPOBOXKAHBIE MOHCTPBI, OHH ITPH BUJI€ HECYIIUXCS HA HUX JMKape HaBEpHsKA ClIeTKa
OTNEIIMIIN.

Bnpouewm, oburarensim TymaHa ObU10, KOHEUHO )K€, HAaIlIeBaTh HA pa3yMHOCTb 100bIuu. [ T1aB-
Hoe, yTo0 nomsicucteil. He nuanoru >x ¢ HUMM BecTH 0 BceneHHol 1 mapaiienbHbIX MUpax.

Heo Gexanu, He *kaiest HOT, CIIOBHO OOJIbIIIE BCETO HAa CBETE MEYTAIU OKYHYThCS B CU3bIE
TOJIIIIM TyMaHa, HO B IVla3aX y HUX ObUI TOJBKO ykac. HecMOTpst Ha CKy[IHBIM yM, JTUKapH Ipe-
KpPaCcHO OHMMAJIH, YTO [IAHCHI HA BEDKMBAHUE Y HUX KpPaliHE HEBEIIMKH, U BCE K€ HUKAK HE MOIIH
MOBEPHYTh 00PaTHO.

Korna 1o TymaHHOI nesieHb! 0CTaBaaoCh He Oosee IBYX METPOB, TUKApU BHE3AITHO 3aMepIIu.
Crporo roBops, Aak€ OHU CaMU HE OXKMJAJIM 3TOTO — IMOCKOJIBKY COOMPAINCh HA MOJHOM XOAY
BJIETETD B CU3YIO IIPErpamy.

Ho xakasi-To HeBezomast cuja OCTaHOBMIIA UX. Tak JIFOOONBITHBIM MaJBIMILKA 33]I€PKUBAET
Oery1yo npoyb SIEPKY, YTOOBI MOJIYUIIE €€ PACCMOTPETh. Ps/10M ¢ HEO HUKOTO HE ObLIO, HO OHH,
TEM HE MEHEee, He MOIJIU MOIIEBEIUTh HU pyKaMu, HU HOTaMU, HU Tos1oBoi. CTpaHHbIE MEHTAJIbHbIE
IIyThI IPEBPATHIIA UX B JIBE HEJIEIbIE CTATYH.

16



O. WN. bonpapeB. «Kpemnb 2222. YepTaHoBO»

—YT0 3a XpEHb... — C TPYZIOM BBIIABWJI OIMH U3 JUKAPEH.

BTtopoii He Haien B cebe cuil Ha OTBET.

Bne3anHo MX KOHEYHOCTH 3allleBENIUIUCh caMu coOoil. Heo mbITanuch 0CTaHOBUTH CBOM
TeJa, HO T€ HalPOYb OTKA3BIBAIKMCH BBIMOIHATH KOMaH/IbI MO3Ta. HeBUIUMBI TenenaT npeBpaTu
UX B JIBYX MOCIYIIHBIX MAPHUOHETOK U TENEPh BEPTEN HOBBIMH «KYKJIAMI», KaK XOTEJ.

[IpakTruecku OTHOBPEMEHHO C TEM, KaK HEO CKPBUIUCH B MEJICHE TyMaHa, U3-3a YIJia 31aHus
MEJJICHHO BBIIIEN «CEPB» M, OCTOPOXKHO TMEPECTaBIAs CTATbHBIE HOTH-MaHUITYJISITOPBI, TOOpEI
CJIEIIOM 32 JUKapSMHU.

[IpuOau3uBLIMCH K CU30H MPErpajie, METAJUIMYECKUN «IayK» MEpeles Ha pexUM HOYHOIO
BUJICHUSA U YCIIEJ 3aMETHTh, YTO HEO OIMH 3a APYTUM MEPEBATUBAIOTCS Yepe3 MOJTOKOHHUK U UCYe-
3a10T B 3[JaHUU, HAXOMAIIEMCS CJIeBa OT JIOPOTH.

Cyns 1o BceMy, «KyKJIOBOI» HAXOIUJICS UMEHHO TaM.

«CepB», HE 3aIyMbIBAsICh, YCTPEMUJICS CIIEIOM 3a OETICIIaMH.

Bot on gocTur Toro e camoro rnmpoema M MOnbITAJICS B HETO IPOTUCHYTHCS. .. HO OKHO OKa-
3aJI0Ch CIIMIIKOM MAaJICHBKUM JIsl TAKOTO OOJIBIIOTO «rmayKay. CKpHUIlS MIapHUpaMu OT JTOCAIbI,
pOOOT MOBEPHYII TOJIOBY U YBUJIET, UTO YaCTh CTCHBI, HAXO/SIIEHCS HAa HECKOJIBKO METPOB JICBEH,
oOpyuieHa. [IpukrHyB, 4TO Y B 3TY-TO JBIPY OH BIIOJIHE ITPOJIE3ET, «CEPB» OOPEN B 00X01, CTapa-
SICh WITH JIOBOJILHO OBICTPO, HO TP ATOM HE 0COOCHHO IITYMETh: CITYyTHYTh HAXOISAIIETOCS BHYTPH
TeJenara MeTaUNIMYEeCKOMY «IayKy» HE XOTEJOCh.

[TonmMuHYyTHI CIyCTsi pOOOT HAKOHEI-TO MPOTUCHYIICS BHYTPh M MEIJICHHO MOOpeN BriTyOb
3nanus. JIokaTopel «cepBay paboTaiu Ha BCIO; OH BCIYIIUBAJICS B KaXIABIN IIIOPOX, HAZESACh YCIIbI-
1aTh 3BYK...

YaBk-4aBkK.

Mertammuecknil «mayk» octaHoBuiics. Korna 3Byk NOBTOpUIICS, OTHAIU HOCIEIHUE COMHE-
HUSL: TJIe-TO HEMOAAJIEKY KTO-TO C almeTUTOM KpaJl.

[TonsB 310, «cepB» momen OpicTpeit. CBepHYB B KOPUIOP, OH MOTAIIHIICS BIIEPEI, OTIASTHHO
CTapasich HE IETUIITH CTEHBI. [Toy4anoch He CIAUIIKOM YIauHO: CTAIbHOM «IayK» TO U JACJIO CKped
Ookamu Mo KUPNUYHOH Kiaake. OcTaBaioch HAEATHCS, YTO TOJJOOHBIE 3BYKHU HE CMYTSIT HEBHUIH-
MOTO €JI0Ka.

W, cyns mo Tomy, 4TO YaBKaHBE HE CTUXAJIO, &, HAIPOTUB, CTAHOBUIIOCH BCE TPOMYE, «CEPB»
JIBUTAJICSI B IPABUJILHOM HAIMPABIEHUHU U TIPH 3TOM JI0CTATOYHO THXO.

Haxonern kopumop 3akoHYWICS, U OMO 3aMep y Mmopora mpoCTOpHOro momenieHus. Bosie
JadbHEN CTEHBI, CIMHOM K POOOTY, CTOSJ JMJIMITYT B MOTPENAHHBIX MEIIKOBAThIX onexaax. He
BBIIIIE TPYIU OOBIYHOTO B3POCIIOTrO YEJI0BEKa, TOT HEJIOMEPOK C YBIICUCHHUEM TIOXKHPAJ HEO, CTOSI-
HIETO TIepe]l HUM Ha KOJICHSIX. BTOpoii TuKaph, BHITSHYBIIUCH B CTPYHKY, 3aMEP Y CaMON CTEHBI —
BUJIUMO, JOXKHUAAICS CBOEH yuacTu. Bo B3misizie erie >kuBoro Heo ObUT CTpax: OH, HAJIO TOJIararh,
MpEeANpPUHAMAI OTYAsTHHBIC TTOTIBITKH BBIPBATHCSI M3 MEHTAIBHBIX IMYT «KYKJIOBO/a», HO TOT OBLI
CJIMIITKOM CHJICH: «CEpB» HE BHJIET (PM3MOHOMHIO JIMIIUITYTa, HO MIPEIoiaral, 94To cyap0a cerna
UX KaK MUHUMYM CO CPEIHUM IIIaMOM.

MyTaHT OBUT HACTOJIBKO YBIICUECH TPAIe30i, YTo Jake He 00EpHYJICS, KOTa «CEPB» BCE-TaKH
nepecek Mmopor U MEAJICHHO, MPAKTUYECKU KPATyduCh, YCTPEMUIICS K TUPYIOIIEMY KapJIHKY.

Kazanocs, nuu mama coutenbl. HUuTO HE MeIano cTalbHOMY «I1ayKy» B3MaxHYTh MaHUITY-
JSITOPOM C MEYOM U OTJICJUTH TOJIOBY MyTaHTa OT TIIEAYIIHOTO Tena. COBCeM HEaBHO «CEpPB»
YK€ MPOJIEIbIBAII TTOI0OHBIN TPIOK C TOBOPIMBBIM HEO. ..

Opnaxo ceifuac yOUiCTBO 11ama B TUTaHBI pOOOTa HE BXOJIUJIO.

KpoBococ monsin, 4To K HEMYy IMOXKaJlOBaj CTaJIbHOM TOCTh, TOJBKO KOTJA €ro HaKpbLIa
TUTaHTCKask TeHb. OOEPHYBIIHUCH, 1AM YCIIE TOJIBKO BBHIITYYUTh OIPOMHBIC I71a3a: «CEPB» MOMECH-
TaJbHO Crped ero B OXAIKy U MOAHEC CONMPOTHBIIIONIETOCS MyTaHTa K MIOKOPSIKEHHOW MOP/IE.

— buo... — npouunen kapiauk, 3100HO s HA podoTa. — HenaBuxy...
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Heo, 1o Toro 6osee noxokuii Ha BEICEUEHHYIO U3 KaMHS CTaTyl0, B3APOTHYJI U Opocuiics K
«cepBy». Crienall oH 3T0, pa3yMeeTcsi, He 10 COOCTBEHHOI BOJI€, a IO MBICJICHHOMY IIPUKa3y Il1aMa:
Jlake caMblil TYMOYMHBIM AMKapb MOHUMAJ, YTO B OAMHOYKY COBJIaJaTh ¢ OMO (MyCTh U OTHOCH-
TEJIbHO HEOONBIINM) IPAKTUYECKU HEBO3MOKHO. CXBaTHUBILIUCH 32 J1BA MIEPEIHUX MAHUITYIISATOPA,
HEO MPUHSJICS pacKauuBaTh METAINIMYECKOTO «I1ayKa», U TOT, HE MyJPCTBYs JIyKaBoO, IPOH3UJI Oeji-
HATY Me4YOM. JlMKaph CKOCWII Ila3a BHU3 U C YAMBIEHUEM YCTaBWJICS HAa KJIMHOK, MOTPY>KEHHBIN
B HyTPO MYTaHTa MPAKTHYECKHU MO CaMyI0 PyKosTh. [Iponuio OyKBaibHO HECKOJIBKO MIHOBEHHIA,
¥ HEO CTajJ MEJJIEHHO CIOJI3aTh BHU3, U3 MOCIEIHUX CUJI LEIUISAACh 3a MaHUIyAsSTOpbl. He noxu-
Jasich, MOKa JUKaph OCAIET Ha IOy TPYI0H OKPOBABICHHOTO MsCa, OMO yrepcs B yMUPAIOIIETO
OZTHMM M3 CBOOOIHBIX MAaHUITYJISITOPOB U BELICPHYI Med. KITMHOK ¢ 4aBKAIOIIMM 3BYKOM BBICKOUHIT
U3 [JIEHA IPYJHON KIIETKHU, a HEO OTIIETEN K CBOEMY IIOKOITHOMY coOpaTy, KOTOPOro IIaM TaK U He
ycCIHes 10€CTb.

— Ha TBOEM MecTe, 3y0acTuk, s Ob BO3AEpIKaics OT TeJlenaTuy, — BAPYT MOCIBIILIAIO0CH U3-
3a CIIUHBI «CEPBAY.

PoGoT MeIeHHO TOBEpHYJICS, TIO3BOJISIS IIaMy B3IVISTHYTh HAa TOBOPUBIIETO: B IBEPSX CTOST
I'pom000i#1 — Kak 0OBIYHO HACMELUIMBBINA U C HEU3MEHHBIMU NHCTONIeTaMu B pykax. [llam Hekoro-
po€ BpeMsl yTPIOMO CMOTpEI Ha HOBOTO TOCTSI, IBHO HAMEPEBAsICh OJUYUHUTD €T0 TEJIO cede; KoxkKa
MyTaHTa IpU 3TOM TO KpacHema, To OJieiHeNa, BeHbl Ha J0y B3IyBaJIMCh, HO OOPOAAY OCTaBAJICS
HEBO3MYTHM M PAaCKOBaH — CTOsUI ce0e, IepeKaThIBasACh C MATKU HAa HOCOK, U € YJIBIOKOM Habmoaan
3a MOTyraMH KpoBOCOCa.

Hakonen kapyivK IIyMHO BBITYCTHJI BO3AYX U3 JIETKUX U, TSKENO JAbIIIA, TPOLIMIIE:

—Yro 3a... 4yTO 3a yepToBIIMHA... [louemy s HEe mory...

—ITotomy uToO 5 caMm, IO CyTH, TeJenar, — 0€33aCTEeHYMBO NepEOUB KIbIKACTOTO MyTaHTa, CKa-
3ai ['pomo0oii. — [0BOpAT, TakKX, Kak s, IO-yMHOMY 30BYT HEHpOMaHTaMH — IIOTOMY YTO YIPaB-
JISIEO 51 HE JIIOIbMU, @ TBOMMU JIYYILUMU JAPY3bsIMU U3 CTAJIU U IPOBOJIOB.

«CepB» NOJHEC K JUILY I1aMa MaHUITYJISATOP C MEYOM U KOCHYJICSI OCTPHEM KIIMHKA JIEBOI
IIEKU MaJIeHbKOro MOHcTpa. KpoBococ 3acTbLi, 005Ch MOIIEBEIUTHCS.

— 3HaKOMbCS, 3yOaCTHK, — IPOJOIDKII HEUPOMAHT. — D10 Pyxisine. OH 04eHb X04eT ¢ TOOOH
HOJPYKUTHCA. .. KaK, COOCTBEHHO, U 1.

— A yX s KaKk Xo4y... — CKOCUB IIa3a Ha KJIIMHOK «C€pBay, MPOCKPUIIEI IIIaM.

— B o61em, npeanararo Tede KpaitHe BHITOHYIO CIENKY, — IPOUTHOPUPOBAB €r0 CJI0Ba, CKa-
3an ['pomo6oii. — Ter otkpoers it Hac [Ipoxox B Kyrmone, a MbI m03BoJIMM TeO€ M TAIBIIE TTOP-
TUTh >KU3Hb 3/ICLIHUM HEO.

— C 4ero BbI B35JIM, 4YTO MHE IOJ] CUITY OTKPBITh [Ipoxon? — nepeBens B3I HAa HEHPOMaHTa,
CIPOCHI KPOBOCOC.

— C Toro, 4to ecnu 3T0 Tebe HE Mo CHiTy, PyXisas monpocTy Te0si COKpET, — Mo-apMeHCcKu
otrBeTH1 [ poMO6OIA.

[ITaM HEHamONITO 3aBUC, @ TOTOM HEXOTS BBIJIABUI:

— Xopowo. f Bce caenaro... orkporo 1 Bac [Ipoxon.

— Hy BOT 1 citaBHO, — CHOBa pacIUIBUICS B YIBIOKE HeHpoMaHT. — Toraa Briepea, Apyxuiie?

OH yxe pa3BepHYJICs, YTOOBI YITH, HO, CTIOXBAaTUBIIHCh, TOAHSI YKa3aTeIbHBIN MaJIeI] JICBOH
PYKH KBEpPXY.

— W Bor emie uTo, 3y0acTuK, — ckazana [ poMo0Ooi, uepes 1miedo orissHyBIIMCH HA KPOBOCOCA
u «cepBa». — Y camoro Kymnona Hac Oyaer *xaarh IeByIIKa, KOTOpas MHE Oo4eHb jopora. OHa, K
COXAJICHUIO MJIM K CYACThbIO, MOMMHU CIOCOOHOCTAMHU HEe 00NaJaeT, a MOTOMY MpHU KEJTAHUHU Thl
JIETKO CMOJKEIIb € MAaHUIYJIUPOBATh. .. Tak BOT 5 Te0s cpasy Npeaypekaato: €CiIM MHE XOTs Obl
NOKadicemcsi, 4To Thl OBIIAJIEII €€ pa3yMoM, st oTAaM Pyxiisaau npuka3 oTkycuTh Tede rosnosy. C 3tum
BCE SICHO?

— SIcHO, — yIpIOMO OTBETHII IIAM.
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— A TbI YEPTOBCKH MOHSTINB, — XMBIKHYJI HEHPOMAHT. — Kak 711 Tynmopsu1oro KpoBococa.

Kapnuka ot 310 (pazbl OyKBaIbHO MEPEKOCHIIO, OJJHAKO OH OJIarOpa3yMHO MPOMOITYAIL.

—Pyxnsp, naBaii, 3a MHOI! — BoCcKIIMKHY [ poM00OO#i 1 IEPBBIM CKPBLICS B OJTyMpaKe KOpH-
zopa.

Teneps ux 1enbio0 ObIIa ceBepHas rpanuiia bytona.

UYepnbsiii kynon [Tons cmepTu ObL1 BUJEH M3aI€Ka — OH pacIoiarajics nocpean HeOoapon
IUTOIAIM, Ha PyHHAX CcTaporo (hoHTaHa, KOTOPBIK, BUAUMO, paboTai 3/1eck B 0ojee CIIOKOWHBIC
BpeMeHa. OOJIOMKH TEMHO-CEpOro KaMHs 0 CHX MOp BaJSUIUCH BOKPYT: YepHsiii LlenuTens HuKO-
IJa He yTpyXkaan ce0s HaBeleHueM nopsaka. ViMenucs y Hero Jiena Kyaa 0osee 3HauUTeIbHbIE:
HarpuMep, OCYILIECTBIISITh CBA3b MEKY KUBBIMU U MEPTBBIMHU.

Enga Ilone cmeptu noka3zanoch Ha ropu3oHTe, EpMak HEBOIBHO COABMII LIAr U MOLIEN MEJ-
nenHen. [lynsc Bouna cHoBa y4actwiics. [lepBble aBa «mmoaxona» K YHepHOMY IOJIO 3aBEPIIMIIACH
HU4eM: ckosibko HU 3Baj Epmak LlenuTens, ToT Tak 1 He nokasaics. [locne Tex 00uaHbIX MpoBasioB
UATH K OOUTENIM CTPAaHHOTO BpaueBaress B TPETUM pa3 Ka3aloCh COBEPILIEHHO IIYNOM 3aTeeil, HO
YTO €1lle BOUH MOT Tniofienars? CBouMu cuiiaMu npeBpatuTh [71e6a o6parHo B uenoBeka Epmak, k
COXaJIEHUIO, HE MOT.

[IpocTpaHCTBO MMOJ TEMHBIM KYTOJIOM OBLIO 3aII0JHEHO CU3bIM JBIMOM, U IOTOMY PacCcMOT-
peTh, YTO MPOUCXOIUT BHYTPH, HE MPEJICTABISLIOCH BO3MOXKHBIM. CobcTBeHHO, Epmak naxe He
nopyuuics 6s1, uto Yepusiit Llenutens HaxoauTces TaM npsamo cetivac. IMEeHHO 3Ta HeonpeaeneH-
HOCTB JIapHjia HAEMHHKY POOKYIO HaJIeXKTy: UTO, €CITU B TPOILIBIE Pa3bl OOUTATEIh OIS B KAKOM-
TO CMBICIIE OMCYMCcmeosa joma?

«XpeHoBo, 4yTo s Tak Majo 06 stom Llenurene 3naro, — nogyman Epmak, o0nu3biBas nepe-
coxiuue ryosl. — BoT U ocTaeTcs ToJIbKO raiarh, i€ OH U OYEMY HE BBIXOAMT...»

ConHue, BBHIISIHYBLIEE U3-332 Ty4M, OCBETUJIO YEPHYIO Mosycdepy, HEHaJ0JIro JUIIUB €€
ObL101 3n0Betectu. Teneps [lone cmepT moxoauno Ha 6€300UAHY 0 IPUUYYy MATEPU-ITPUPOJIBI —
Bpozie 0aHaJIBHOIO BoZOMaja Uiy reisepa. Kasanock, MOXKHO IPUKOCHYTHCS K 3TOW TEMHO-CEpOM
MIOBEPXHOCTU 0€30 BCSIKOTO Bpefa JUIsl 3710pOBbA. . .

Ho y Epmaxka B noziBasie cuienio >KuBoe MoATBEPKI€HUE 00paTHOTO.

NMeHHO 103TOMY BOMH OCTAaHOBUJICSI B METPE OT [E€PEIMBAIOLIEICS HA COJTHIIE TOBEPXHOCTU
Ilons u, OTKANIISABIINCE, ITO3BAI:

— Yepwnsrii Llenurens!

Tumuna 6p1a EpMaky oTBETOM. OTO HEMHOTO PacCTPOMIIO MYKUUHY, HO OH HE OT4asJIcs,
HE OTCTYIWJI, a JIUILb eI1e FPOMYE BOCKIUKHYI:

— Yepwnsrii Llenurens!

U cHOBa — HUKAKOW peaKUu.

«Ho He yxonuTs ke Tak cpasy?..»

— Sl mpuien npocuth TBoer nomoniu! — nponomxmi Epmak. — Moit cbiH, 171€06, monan B
UepHoe nose u npespatuiicsa B Heo! S xouy, uToObl OH cHOBa ctan uenoekom! [lomoru mue! 3a
LIEHOH HE MOCTOIO!

CkazaB 3T0, BOMH 3aMOJIyaj U C HaJeXKJI0M ycTaBWICA Ha TEMHYIO noiychepy — He MoKa-
xetcs u Llenurens Hapyxy?

Ho Huruero He mpoucxoauio.

Ecnu He cuurtarh ckpeOyliero 3Byka — Oy[ITO YbU-TO JIETKHE JIallbl CTy4aT KOTOTKaMH I10
ac¢anbToBOMY MOJIOTHY. EpMak B3ApOrHys U MEJJIEHHO OIVISTHYJICS Yepe3 IIeyo.

Tpu kpbicocoOaKu Kpaayduch LUTH K HEMY OT HOJIypa3pyLIEHHOI'O 3/1aHUs C IEPEKOIIEHHOMN
paBOH BBIBECKOM.
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«CnenoBaio 1oragarbes, 4To 3TO OHHU...»

Jpyrum MyTaMm He OBUIO 0COOOTO CMBICTIA MOJAKPAIBIBATECA: T€ e HEO OpOCHIINCh ObI Ha
HEro, pplya W pa3MaxuBas TyOMHaMH, IIaMbl MOJUYMHWIN Obl cebe Bomo Epmaka m criokoitHO
COKpaJi HEMOIIHOTO UCTyKaHa, a OMo Jaxke He MOoAyMalid Obl 00 OCTOPOKHOCTH — MPOCTO TOJI0-
IIJTM ¥ OTKYCWJIM BOMHY rosioBy. KpbicocoOakam ke 1moBe3o MeHblne Bcex. OHM ObUTH HeocTa-
TOYHO BEJIMKH, YTOOBI HAIIACTh HA YEJIOBEKa 0€3 yTailKu, 1 HeJOCTaTOYHO YMHBI, YTOOBI €0 00XHUT-
puth. [Ipu 5TOM rabapuTOB IICHH BIIOJIHE XBAaTaJI0, YTOOBI HA HUX OXOTHJIMCH BEYHO TOJIOIHBIC HEO
U XOMO. ..

Cn0BOM, HIKOMY HE TIOKEJaelIh ObITh KPHICOCOOAKOH.

UroOBI XOTh KaK-TO BBDKHBATH B 3TOM KECTOKOM MHpE, IICHHBI CTAPATIHCh OOBEIUHATHCS B
CTau U Hama/1aTh TOJIbKO Ha OIMHOKUX IIYTHUKOB. .. Bpoe Epmaka. B Takom citydae y HUX UMenuch
XOTb KaKue-TO IIaHChl HA yCIIEX.

«Ho ux Bcero Tpu... Ha 4To OHU paccUUTHIBAIOT?»

[ToBepHyBLIMCH K KpblcOCOOaKkaM JUIOM, EpMak MeasieHHO BBITALMI MeY W3 KOJbla Ha
HO0SCE U XMYPO yCTaBWJICS Ha XUIIHUL. OH UCKPEHHE BEPUII, YTO €r0 YTPIOMBIN B3IJISA] OTITYTHET
CaMOHA/ICTHHBIX MYTOB, HO, K COXAJICHHUIO, ATOT TPIOK HE cpaboTa: BUANMO, ICHHBI OBLIH CIIUIII-
KOM TOJIOJTHBI.

«Yto k... naaHo... Torna neusiite Ha ceOs!»

Tparuth naTpoHBI Ha TAKYI0 MEJIKOTHIO HE XOTEJIOCh COBEpIIEHHO. EpMak Hemnoxo Biaaen
MEUOoM; 110 KpailHel Mepe, 0JI0JIETh TPeX KPhICOCOOAK eMy ObUIO BIOJHE 110 CHJIAM.

Buns, kak BOMH NOUTPHIBAET KIMHKOM, IICHHBI 3aMEpJIM B HEpelMTEIbHOCTU. Jlake OHH,
IJIyIIbl€ KUBOTHBIE, TOHUMAJIH, YTO OJJHA U3 HUX NOTUOHET CO CTONPOLEHTHON BEPOSITHOCTBHIO —
Ta, yTo NepBoi cyHeTcst K Epmaky. CoOCTBEHHO, TOJIBKO OJ1aroapsi €€ CMEPTH JIByM OCTaBILIMMCS,
BO3MOYKHO, YAACTCS OJI0JIETh MEYHUKA.

W, pazymeeTcs, HUKTO HE XOTEN CTaTh TOM CaMOU «IIEPBOM».

«MOJKET, BCe-TaK! CBaJIAT?»

Epmak B3MaxHysn MeuoM, BCE €Ie Ha/eACh, UTO €0 BbINAJl 3aCTaBUT KPbICOCOOAK NEpEy-
MaThb, OJJTHAKO T€ JIMIIb MONATHWINCH Ha Mapy LIaroB, HO HE cOeXau.

«JIsAT OBI 12 ¥ CITOX yKe, YTOOBI MBI TEOSI CHEIIN», — KaK Obl TOBOPWIIA UX B30PHI.

— JlaBaiite, nmoaxoaure! — HacynuB OpOBU, IPUKPUKHYJ HA IIcUH Epmaxk.

JIBe kpbIicocOOaKy Ha4aaIu MEJIEHHO PAaCXOAUThCSI, SIBHO HAMEpEBasiCh HaNlaCTh HA MEYHUKA
C pa3HbIX cTopoH. EpMak 3Ha, 4To CriMHa ero Ha/ie)kKHa 3aiuiieHa YepHbIM 1ojIeM, HaXOASIIUMCS
H033/4. ..

«I'1aBHOE TOJBKO — CAMOMY B HEro HE MONacTh!»

BepTs ronoBoii cieBa HanpaBo U 00paTHO, BOMH TEPIIEIUBO K/1ajl HanaAeHus. MopaiabHO OH
OBLI TOTOB K JIIOOOMY Pa3BUTHIO COOBITHIA.

B urore nepoii Hanasia Ta Kppicoco0aka, 4To CTOsuIa MPSIMO Mepesl HAeMHUKOM. Ppiua, oHa
copBaJlach ¢ MecTa 1 Opocuiiack Ha Epmaka, HO TOT ObIT HaUueKy: KOPOTKUH 3aMax — U KIIMHOK 0e3
0Cc000ro TpyJa pa3BaJinj rojoBy TYIOYMHOH IICUHBI HAIIOIIOJIaM.

Kpaem maza BouH 3aMeTui1, 4TO TBaph, HAXOAIIAsACS CIIEBA, TOXKE pBaHyia K Hemy. [llaruys
BIIEPE/I, OH PE3KO pa3BepHyJCs depe3 padouee 1uiedo. [Ipu 3ToM HaeMHUK HEC KJIMHOK B BBITS-
HYTOH pyKe, HaMepeBasiCh TOPU30HTAIBHBIM yAapOM MepepyouTh Kpbicocobaky nomnoiam. [louru
HOJyYMJIOCh: M€Y Bpe3ajcsl B IpyAb MPBICHYBIIEH IICUHE, OHAKO YB3 B peOpax; MOAbIXarOIIN
MYTAHT [IPOTUB BOJIM MOTSAHYJ OopyXxue Epmaka BHU3, U BOMH pa3ikall ajblibl, IO3BOJISS PyKOATU
BBICKOJIB3HYTh. [lociennss Kppicocobaka, BUIS, YTO MX CONEPHUK MOTEPSUT €AUHCTBEHHOE OpY-
KH€E, BOOAYIIEBUIACh U OpPOCUIIACh K HEMY.

Ho ona 3a0b11a, yTo Ha miede y EpMaka 10KuAaI0Ch CBOETO 4aca OXOTHUYBE PYKbE.

HarpenupoBanHoe teno cpabotasio ObicTpee MO3ra: CXBaTUBLIMCH JIEBOM PYKOM 3a CTBOII,
Epmak ckuHyn peMeHb U yaapuil MPHUKIAJoM clieBa Hampaso, No mupokoit ayre. Iloman naGe-
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raBIIei TBapH MPSMO B YEIIOCTh, OTYETO HECYACTHYIO KPBICOCOOAKY pa3BEpPHYJIO Ha JIEBSTHOCTO
rpanycoB. [lepexBatuB ctBON moynoOHel, Epmak pa3BepHyscs M ymapui OmsiTh, Ha Cei pa3 —
CBEpXY BHM3. PyKosITh CO Bcero pasmaxa oIyCTHJIaCh HAa MOMATYIO YEPEMYIIKY JIOXMATON MICUHBI,
OyKBaJIbHO MpuIeyaTaB TBapb K 3emsie. OJHAKO XUIIHMIIA HAIIPOYb OTKa3blBajach IMOMHUpPATh —
HECMOTpS Ha TO, YTO MOJIHATHCS YAAJIOCH JINIIb C IPEBEIUKUM TPYAOM, a JIETKUE IIIyMHO, Oy/ATO cTa-
pble Ky3HEUHbIE M€Xa, BBIITyCKaIU OTPaOOTAHHBII BO3AYyX HapyxKy, KpblcocoOaka ynpsMo Iouuia
B HOBYIO aTaKy.

He xenas Gomnpliie TpaTUTh BpeMs U CUJIBI HA 3Ty YIIEPTYIO CBOJIOYb, EpMak B3Bed KypoK U
npuctpenun ee. [Tyns ordpocuna kpeicocodaky npsimukom B [lone cmepTn, u uepHas noiycdepa
C TPOMKHUM LIUIIEHUEM OXOTHO TOIIOTHIIA HEOKHUIAHHYIO JOOBITY.

Epmak monHsa roioBy, ¢ OTCTPaHEHHBIM BUJIOM HAOJI0/1asA, KaK 10 TEMHOW MOBEPXHOCTH,
CJIOBHO T10 PEYHOH IJ1a]i, IPOXOIUT psiOb. BHE3armHo BOMHY MOKa3ajaoch, YTO U3 TYCTOTO JIbIMA,
3aIOJIHAIOILEr0 IPOCTPAHCTBO 0] KYIIOJIOM, BAPYT Ha CEKYHAY [10Ka3aJ0Ch YbE-TO MOPLIMHUCTOE
muno. OgHako cromto EpMaky MOpPTHYTh, M HEyX0XKeHHas puznoHomus ucuesna. Ot nmepen30ObiTka
YyBCTB BOHH ITOJIAJICS OBLIO BIIEpe, HO BOBpeMs ce0st octaHoBHI. CTost B MeTpe oT YepHoro moJs,
OH BIVISIIBIBAJICS B KITyOBI CH30TO JIbIMa, HA/IESICh CHOBA YBUIETh ATO CTPAHHOE CTapYeCcKOe JIUIIO. . .

Ho HukTo G0Iee He BRITTISABIBAI HAPYXKY. A MOXKET, M IO 3TOTO HE BBINNISIBIBA, @ MOPIIMHU-
crast pusnonomusi Epmaxy npocrto nmouynmiacek?.. BouH ye HacTOIBKO yCTal BBKHBATH B Uep-
TaHOBE, YTO HE MCKJIIOYaJI TAJTFOLIUHAIIIH.

— Tsl 5xe Tam, na?! — BockiinkHyn Epmak B cepauax. — Buauiib, 4To TyT TBOPUTCSI, HO HUKaK
HE pearupyeib... Tebe mpocTo HareBaTh!

Ot1o0 ObLIAa MppalOHaIbHAsL 37I0CTb, 310CTh, 3aMELlIaHHAs HAa OECCHIINY, U BOUH HUYETO HE
MOT C HeW mojenaTh. B HECKOMBKUX KWJIOMETpaxX OT Iuiomaau, rae oouran Yepnerit [lenurens,
oOpanieHHsIi B Heo [11e6 moenan ocranku KppiIaHoB. Bemomunast 00 aTom, Epmaky XxoTenock BHITh
KpbicocoOakoii. Kpome Toro, oH naxe OJU3K0 HE MPEICTaBIsL, CKOJIBKO BPEMEHH Y HUX OCTaJIOCh.
Uro, ecnu ¢ KaxxIpIM JTHEM Mo3r I7neba nerpagupyer Bce cuiibHEd U cuibHEe? EcTh nu Touka
HEeBO3Bpara... U ObUIa 1 oHA BooOmie? DTrMu BorpocaMu Epmak Myuwit ceOst KaKaplii 00xuid
JIEHb ¥ OTYETO-TO YEM Jiajibllle, TEM OOJIbIEe CKIOHSJICS K MBICIIHU, YTO 0OpaTHas TpaHchopMaus
I'neba BepHET TONBKO €ro 00IMK, HO HE BEPHET €ro CO3HAHUE.

— Ckaxu, 4To HaJl0, U s BCE cemnaro! — mpoaosmka pazopsateest Epmak. — Tonbko ckaxu!

Ho Yepnsrii Llenurens momyan.

Emy, noxoxxe, n1elcTBUTENBHO ObUIO HAIJIEBAaTh HA TO, YTO MPOUCXOAUT CHAPYKU.

[Tonumast, yto ocTtaBarbes psAAOM ¢ UepHBIM MOJEM J10JblIe OECCMBICIEHHO, 1a U HeOe3-
onacHo, Epmak HacTynui Ha Tpyn Onukaiiiiei kppicocoOaku, He 0e3 Tpyzia BbIIEPHYII U3 €€ TPpy-
JIMHBI M€Y ¥ yCTPEMMJICS B HAITPaBJICHUH IoMa. BonH miioxo npeacrasisit cebe, uTo OyneT nenarh
Jlanpliie, HO TOYHO HE coOupacs OTCTynarh OT IEPBOHAYAIBHOTO IUIAHA.

«S51 BepHy Tebe Te0s1, [11e6. O6s13aTenbHO BepHy. TolbKo MOMMY, Kak 3TO CIenarh, — U cpa3y
CHeNa...»

Cynpb0a, oxose, pemunaa HEMHOTO CxanuTbes Haa EpmakoM: 1o kpaliHel Mepe, HU KpbICO-
co0aky, HU UHbIE OXOUHUE J0 YEJIOBEUMHBI TBAPH OOJIbIIIE HE €31 K OAMHOKOMY BOUHY. MOCKOB-
ckasi 30Ha Kak OyATO NpeJoCTaBuiIa EMY HEMHOTO BPEMEHH ISl pa3MBbIILITICHH.

Hepenko Benp camouctsizaHue Kyqa My4YUTEIbHEN MEPEHOCUTDH, YEM JIIOOBIE, AaKe camble
YKECTOKHE IBITKH.

I'pom000i1 ObLT HATIPSIKEH POBHO J10 TOTO MOMEHTA, KaK U3 pa3BajiiH Nokas3anach bo. YBuaes
KEHY, HEPOMaHT OOJIETY€HHO BBIOXHYJI U J1aXe YAbIOHYJICS.
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— ThI Bce XOPOIIIO 3aMOMHUI, IPY>KUIIE? — CIOXBAaTUBIIUCH, | poM00OOI BHOBb CKOPUMJI yTPIO-
MYI0 MHHY ¥ CTPOTO IIOCMOTPEJI Ha IUIEHHOTO [IaMa.

— 3anoMHMUJI, — HEXOTS MOATBEPAUI KPOBOCOC.

— Xopo1o, — KUBHYJI HEMPOMaHT U, CHOBA ITOBEPHYBUIMCH K b0, BOCKIIMKHYI:

— Kaxk TbI TyT, MasbIka?

— HopmanbHO, MUJTBIN, — OTBETHIIA IEBYIIIKA.

['y0 ee BuaHO HE ObLIO, HO IJ1a3a YIBIOAIUCH.

— Bcee nponuio ynauHo, Kak s noHumaro? — cupocuia bo.

— He npomuno, a unet, — nonpasun I'pomo0oil. — Ho nmoxka Bce no muiany, 3o BepHo. Eciun
BIPYT MOYYBCTBYELIb, YTO OH IBITAETCS OBJIAJIETh TBOUM TEJIOM, TOJIBKO Jail 3HaTh, Pyxiranp emy
MHUIOM HIEK0 CBEPHET.

— He yBepeHa, 4to cMOry XOTh Kak-TO Te0e MaskHYTb. — JleByIKka ynblOHyJIach caMbIMU
yrojakamu pra. — [loMHunib, kak MeHst B MUTHHO mambl ckpyTuin? Sl TOJIbKO U MOIvIa, YTO MbIC-
JIEHHO MX IIPOKJIMHATS. ..

— Hy, 51 5 TOX€e He cienoit, — 3ameTi1 [ poMo0Ooi. — YBUKY, TyMato, €CIU Thl BAPYT CTaHEIIh
ce0s BECTU KaK-TO... CTPAHHO.

— Hy na, — xuBny1na bo.

[MonusBIIMiics BeTep pacTpemnal JIeBYIIKE BOJIOCH, U OHA PE(ICKTOPHO MOTSIHYIACh K HUM
JIEBOH PYKOM, HO TYT K€ CIICIITHO CTIpsTalia €e B KapMaH: CyIpyra HeiipoMaHTa nHor/a 3a0biBaa,
YTO NMOTEPsIIa PyKy €llle HECKOIbKO MECSLEB Ha3ald, BO BpeMs CThluku ¢ cuamamu. C tex nop bo u
I'pomo00ii nckanu criocoObl BOCCTAaHOBUThH YTPAUEHHYI0 KOHEUHOCTh, HO UX IUIaHBI pa3 3a pa3oM
HEM3MEHHO Pa30UBaIHCh O OE3IyIIHYIO CTEHY PEabHOCTH.

HeitpomaHT, BUIs, KaKk CMYTHJIACH €0 KEHA, CIICIIHO MTPOU3HEC:

—Yro xe, moitnem? Ilopa Bo3Bpamarscs noa Kymou.

— Jlymaenib, CTOUT? — HEBECENO ycMexHynach bo.

— Hy, MBI xe, KaxeTcsl, y’ke BCe pelin? — 0CTOPOXKHO HartoMHu ['pomo0oii.

BunHo Obw10, uT0 O HE TOPHT JKEIaHUEM CHOBA OKYHAThCSl B MOCKOBCKYIO 30HY. KTO OBI
YTO HU TOBOPUJI, HO pallOHbI, HaxosAImuecs 3a npeaenamu Kymona, Obu1M HE HaCTOIBKO Y>KaCHBI,
KaK T€, YTO HaXOAUJIUCh BHYTPHU dHEpPreTudeckoro 6aprepa. [(poMoOoii Xopoiio NnoMHUI, KaK OHU
nyTenecTBoBaiu o Mutuny u Kypkuny, HHbIM 3€MJISIM, U IUBUIIUCH, HACKOJIBKO )K€ MEHbBILIE TYT
pa3HOMAaCTHBIX TBapel. Het, 6e3yclioBHO, BECh MUP H3HBIBAJ OT MyTaIliui, BEI3BaHHBIX [TociieqHeit
BOIHOMW. HO B OTKPBITOM MHpe KOHLEHTPAIMsI MOHCTPOB ObLIAa 3HAYUTEIHHO MEHBIIE, TIOITOMY
IIPU OIIPEACIICHHOM BE3€HUU Thl MOI' CIIOKOMHO MPOMTH KHIJIOMETP, & TO U JIBa-TPH, HU pasy He
BBITAILMB M€Y U3 HOXKEH.

HNmenno nostomy bo He xoTena Bo3Bpamarscs nmoa Kymout.

«Ho wHoro BBIXOHA HET, — IogyMan [ poMo00#i, ¢ TOCKOW TSI HA JTFOOMMYIO CyNpyTy. —
Ecnu MbI XOTUM BOILJIOTUTH B 5KU3Hb TO, YTO 33 {yMaJjii, HaJl0 UATH BHYTPbY.

Pyxnsanes nepseiM yerpemuiics k Kymnony, HelipomanT npotsinya bo pyky, u Ta, nokone0aB-
IIKMCh, B3su1ach 3a Hee. OH MOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK XOJIOHA €€ JIaJI0Hb, U C YJIBIOKOM cKa3ai:

— Te1 uero Tak 3amepsina, majibika? Bposie Obl COMHIIE CBETHT. ..

— Ho He rpeet, — HeBeceno yCMEeXHYJIach JIEBYIIIKA.

— Hy, 3ato s Teruiblii u pogHoit! — xoxotHyn I'pomo0oil u, monmurnyB bo, notsHyn ee 3a
pyky k Kymouy.

Onu ycrienu NpoiTH METPOB JI€CATH, He OOJIbINe, KOTIAa U3 OKHA 3[JaHUs, CTOSIIETO CJIEBa OT
Jopory, BblieTena crpena apoanera. Co CBUTOM paccekas BO3AyX, OHa YCTPEMUJIach MPSIMUKOM K
HEHPOMAHTY, HO, K CHACThI0, IPOLUIA NPSMO HaJ HUM.

—I'pom! — 3ano3gano oco3HaB, YTO MPOUCXOANT, BOCKIMKHYNA bo.

— Xoxy! — BOCKIIMKHYJI HEHPOMAaHT U, KPYyTO pa3BepHYBIINCH, OPOCHIICS K 3[JaHHUIO Ha MPO-
THBOIIOJIOKHOW CTOPOHE YJIUIBI.
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[TorryTHO OH yBIEKk 3a co00i1 bo u mpurHys rojaoBy, OyATO 3TO MOIJIO CHIACTH €r0 OT HOBOM
CTpEJIbl, BBITYIIIEHHO!N 00Jiee METKUM apOaleTYuKOM.

Hy u, xoneuno xe, ' poMmo0oit oTnan npukas Pyxmsian, 4ToOpl yeTpaHUI HEBUAUMOIO arpec-
copa, KOTOPBIH, KaKk 00OBIYHO, BO3HUK COBEPIICHHO HE BOBPEMsI M €[Ba HE CMEIIAJ ITyTHUKAaM BCE
KapThl.

«Komy BoOOIIIE MPHUIILIO B TOJIOBY HAMaaaTh HA OTPSJ U3 ABYX XOMO M OMO? — MEJIBKHYJIO B
royioBe HeiipomanTta. — Komy-1o 6e3mMo3mioMy 1 GeccTpamrHomy ?»

Pyxmsinb, 6e3ycinoBHO, OBLT HE cCaMbIM OOJBIINM POOOTOM Ha CBETE, HO JIOCTATOYHO KPYII-
HBIM, 4TOOBI COBJIaJaTh C HECKOJIBKMMU B3pOCIBIMU HEO. B npexHue BpeMeHa HbIHEIHUHN «ITUTO-
mery I'pomobos obcayxuBan rpomagHoro «Turana B4y, rabapuraMu He yCTyNarolero naHeljb-
HOU MATHATAXKE, a TIOTOMY BBIICISIICS Ha (POHE «COPOIUYEii», KOTOPBIE COMPOBOXKIAIMA Ooiee
«KOMMAaKTHbIE» Mozenu. [ liroc ko BceMy HelipoMaHT CHaOAMII CBOETO MHOTOHOTOT'O «JIpyTra) ABYMs
JIOTIOJIHUTEIbHBIMU MAHUITYJISATOPAMU C KIIMHKaMHU, KOTOPBIMU CTaJIbHOHN «IayK» TENephb OpyJo-
BaJI, KaK 3alpaBCKUi (PEXTOBAIIBIINK.

[Toka Pyxssiap TOporuBo Oexal K 3J10I0IyYHOMY OKHY, OTTYZa BBUIETEIO ELIE ABE CTPEJIbL.
[ToncTynus K 3AaHNIO BIUIOTHYO, «CEPB)» YBUAEI I'PSA3HOIO AaMIIa, IEPEMOTaHHOTO TEMHBIMU OMH-
taMu. BMecTo Toro 4to0bI cOekarh, MyTaHT JIMXOPAZAO0YHO MBITAICS CHApSAAUTH apOanet. Takoe
MOBEJICHUE MOPSAIKOM yauBUIO ['poM000si, KOTOphI HaOmIoqan 3a MOTyraMu 4YepHOro Opoasiru
m1a3amMu Pyxisin, HO HEHpOMAHT OBICTPO B3sUT ce0sl B PYKH, M CTAJIBHOHN «Iayk» 0e3 mpoMeie-
HUI OPOTKHYN YOJIOKA OHUM U3 CBOUX Meuel. J[amI colporHyncs U UCIyTaHHO YCTaBUJICS Ha
KJIMHOK, YXOSIIUNA eMy B Ipyab. ApOajier Bbllall U3 TPSA3HBIX PyK OpOIArH, U HE3aKpEeIUICHHAs
CTpeJIa, BBIBUIMBIIKCH U3 JIOXKA, IPOKATUIIACK I10 ITOJTY M 3aMepJia y CaMOoro ITOIOKOHHKKA. BeIpBaB
Med, Pyxiisis pa3BepHyIIcs ObLIO, 9TOOBI BEPHYTHCS K XO35UHY, KOTOPBII BMECTE C CYTIPYTOM JKaal
«MHUTOMIIa» B JIOME HAIPOTHUB, KaK BAPYT JO JOKATOPOB poOoTa JojeTen 3ByK IiaroB. KpacHbie
71232 C yAUBJICHUEM YCTABUIIMCh HA ABEPHOU IIPOEM, U3 KOTOPOTO CEKYHAY CITyCTsI BBICKOYMIIX 1B
JlaMI1a, BOOPY)KEHHBIE ME4aMU ¢ KPUBBIMH KJIMHKaMU. [ poM0o060ii 0OpaTuil BHUIMaHUE, 9TO JABFKE-
HUSl Opoasr OblIM CKOBAaHHBIMH, HEECTECTBEHHBIMHU, OY/ITO OHU JI0 CUX MOP COMHEBAJIUCh, CTOUT
JIM BBSI3bIBATHCA B PAKY C MOJTHOLEHHBIM OHO, IIyCTh U HE CaMbIM OOJIBIIIM B MUpE.

Kazanocsk, orBeT oueBuaeH — He crout. Ho nammel, TeM HE MEHee, CTPEMUTENIbHO MPUOIN-
JKAJIUCh K «CEPBY».

«Ha uTto onu BooO111e paccunTbiBatoT? Yto PyXxiisap oxpeHeeT OT Takol HaroCTH HaCTONbKO,
YTO MO3BOJIUT UM CceOs1 yOUTH?»

Pyxss11b, KOHEUHO, HE TO3BOJIII. J[Ba B3Maxa MedoM — 1 00a 1laMa y)ke Kopyarcs Ha IoTpec-
KaBIIeMcs ac(haapre, OTIasTHHO 3a)KMMasi CMEPTEIIbHBIC PaHbI TPSI3HBIMU PYKaMH, @ UX MEUYH BaJIsi-
IOTCS Y HOT' «CEpBay, KOTOPBIA MPE3PUTEIFHO CMOTPE Ha YMUPAIOLINX OPOJIAT.

«Y T1ebs TaM uto, [opbIHBIY?»

I'pomo0oii nepekitouniicss Ha «PanTopa», HaxonAIIErocs MPSIMUKOM 3a JOMOM C JaMIIaMU,
Y YBU/JIEJ, UTO €LIE TPOE OpOoAsir TOPOIATCS K 3aJHEN 1BepH, a0kl TOCKOpEN CBAIUTh U N30eXaTh
CMEPTH OT JIall HEYyTOMOHHOTI'O «CEPBA.

«Kru, ['oppIHBIY», — MUJIIOCTHBO pa3pelin HEUPOMaHT.

«PanTop» TyT e HaKJIOHWJI TOJIOBY U, PaclaxHyB 3y0acTyr0 MacTh, O3BOJIMI CTONOY ILa-
MEHH BBIPBAThCSI U3 €r0 MEPEKOLIEHHOro pTa. MUr — u orHeHHasl BojiHa Jo0paiach 10 OpoJsr,
TaKOro KOBapHOI'O HamaJeHus ABHO He okuJaBiInX. Crapble OMHTHI, TOKPHIBABLINE TEJIa MyTaH-
TOB, BCIIBIXHYJIM MOMEHTAJIbHO, U JaMIIbl IPUHSUINCH KaTaThCs 10 3eMJIE, OTYasIHHO MbITasiCh COUTH
wiaMs. Ho TopbiHbly He coOupaiics crodath 0e3 nena: 1adbl €ro TpyAbl HE MpoHalid JapoM, OH
oKaTuj Oponsr emie oJHOW BOJTHOM OrHs. IIOoTyIIUTh CTOIb MOILIHBIN IUIAMEHB Y JTaMIIOB YK€ HE
IOJIy4YHJIOCH.

B nocnennuil pa3z B3NIAHYB Ha JbIMsIuecs Tpymsl miazamu «Pamntopay, ['pomo6oii Benen
TopbiHBIUY OOOWTH 1OM U IPUCOETUHUTHCS K OCTAJIbHBIM WIEHAM OTPsAA.
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— I'oToBo, — Bus, Kak BoiaHyeTcst bo, 00bSIBUI HEMPOMAHT.

OHa pe3Ko NOBEpHYIACh K HEMY U TUXO CIIPOCHJIA!

— Tam Tonpko gamiel ObLIH, 1a?

— Hy na, narepo, — cka3an ['pomoOoii. — OHM MOI03pUTENBHBIE 0Y€Hb, TIOATOMY paboTaroT
TOJILKO CO CBOMMH, JIPYT'MM HE JIOBEPSIOT. . .

bo cHOBa MOBEpHYIACh K IPOTHUBOIIOJIOKHOMY 3[JaHUIO U B3IPOTHYJIA, KOT/Ia M3-3a yIvla IIOKa-
3aJ1ach ypouIMBasi royioBa [ OppIHbIYA HA IJIMHHOM TOHKOM II€Ee.

— Hukak He MOTy K HEMy IPUBBIKHYTh, — IPU3HAIACh JIEBYIIKA. — PyXJissib yxe... IpaKTH-
YeCKH CBOM, a 3TOT. ..

— W 3TOT cBOMM CTaHET, BOT YBUUIIIb, — CKa3aJl HEUPOMaHT. — Thl k€ IOMHHUIIIb. .. «Pekcan?

lonoc ero nmpenarenbcku aporuyin. «Pexc» mo mpossuty lllenkyH Obul camMbiM HEPBBIM
«muroMuem» [poMo0Ost M COBEPUIEHHO TOYHO CaMbIM JIIOOMMBIM. CBSI3b MEXIYy HUMH Majo
001Iero uMela C HBIHEITHUMHU «J1€KYPHBIMI» PUBA3AHHOCTAMU HelipomaHTa K Pyxmsau u ['opsi-
HbIuy, Beab lllenkyH 3actan Bce camble 3HaUMMble MOMEHTHI U3 *u3HU ['pomobos. Ha «Pekce»
OH OTpalaThIBaj BHOBb IIPHOOPETEHHOE UCKYCCTBO HEMPOMaHTHUH, BMecTe ¢ «Pekcom» BeTpeTui
3aMeyareabHOro napHs, ApyKUHHUKA Mrops, a OTOM OTBICKal MOTEPSHHYIO JKE€HY. A BOT KOH-
YUJIOCh BCE 10 OOMIHOTO TparuuHo: O6eaHoro Mropst coxxpanu MUTHHCKHE LIaMmbl, a «Pekc» He
cMmor nokuHyTh Kynos, u noromy [')poM000i1 BEIHYKI€HHO pa30pBa CBSI3b U YIIENI BO BHEIIHUN
MU, OCTaBUB «IIUTOMIIa» 110 TY CTOPOHY dHEpreTrudeckoil creHsl. C Tex mop HeHpOMaHT HUKOTA
OoJIbIIIe HE BHUJIEN CTAIHOTO «IIepay, HO B IyIe Hajesuics, uyTo ¢ LllenkyHoMm Bce B mopsiake.!

«CoBeplIeHHO UppalOHaIbHAas PUBI3aHHOCTD.

[Ipu nHBIX OOCTOATENBCTBAX UX MTEPBAsi BCTpEUYa OJHO3HAYHO 3aKOHUMIIACh ObI cMepThIO [ po-
M000s: 10 3HAKOMCTBa ¢ HelipoMaHTOM «Pekcy, kak u mpoune 610, OXOTHO €1 JIFOIeH U He BUIEI
B 9TOM HHMYETro IJI0XOTO.

BeposiTHO, Tenepb OH 3aHUMAJICS TEM K€ CaMbIM, HO HEHPOMaHT 00 3TOM JyMaTh He JKenall.

— ToI TaM Kak, 3y0acTuk? — cripocust [ pomo0Ooii, koraa Pyxisias moBepHYICS K HEMY U IIPO-
JEMOHCTPHUPOBAJ YrpioMoro mama. — CTpyxHys, HeO6och?

— Koro mHe, 1aM1ioB 604ThCs1, 4TO JIU? — MPE3PUTEITBHO (HBIPKHYI KPOBOCOC.

— Hy a mouemy 6 u HeT? — XUTPO couypuiicss HepoMaHT. — OT MIATbHOM CTpeNbl U Myln
HUKTO HE 3aCTPaxoBaH — HU HEO, HU 11aM. nu He coraceH?

Kapnuk npomosnyai, TOIbKO MOMOPIIMI CBOE U 06€3 TOro ypoIuBoe JHL0. [ poMoboit HeHa-
JIOJITO 3aJiep>Kaj B3I/l Ha MpeMep3Koi (U3MOHOMUY LIamMa, a TOTOM YCMEXHYJICS YeMY-TO U Max-
HyJ pyKoil B cTopoHy Kymomna.

— JlaBaii BoT-TO OTKpBIBaii [Ipoxox, na pazdexnmes. CamoMy 3k, TIOJIH, HAJIOETIO yKe C HAaMHU
OpoIUTh.

— DTO ThI BEpPHO 3aMETUJI, — IPOBOPYAJT IIIaM.

Pyxnsnp Benen 3a xo3auHoMm obpatmiics kK Kynody, U 1m1aM, HakJIOHUB HETIPOTIOPLIMOHAIBHO
OOJIBIITYIO TOJIOBY BIIEPE, UCIIOATIO0bS] YCTAaBUIICS HA MEPIIAIONIYIO MMOBEPXHOCTH. [ poM00O0ii He
pa3 ¥ He JBa BUJEJ, KaK [IyTNble MYThI IBITAIOTCS TAPAaHUTh 3Ty MPErpaay — pa3orHaBILINCh, Bpe-
3al0TCsI B HEE TYMOM OAIIKOW Ha MOJIHOM XOIy ...

[Totom c HeOa emie 10JAro MaaaOT OMIMETKH MX IUIOTH, KPacHBIE OT KPOBH M TOpsSYHE OT
JICACTBUSA CUIJIOBBIX JTUMHUM.

«Eme onno Ilone cmeptu, — mogyman HeipomaHT, BpakaeOHo misaas Ha Kymon. — Tonbko
HCKYCCTBEHHOE, CACTAHHOE JIFOAbMMI.

XOTs B MOSIBIICHUU T€X YOMICTBEHHBIX MONycdep, KOTOPhIMU KULIMS KuIiesaa MockBa, Koc-
BEHHO TOX€ ObLJI0O BUHOBATO 4eJoBeuecTBO. Benp He ciyuuch B Havaje ABaJauarh NEpBOro BeKa

! Tloppobnelt o npukmouennsx I'pomo6ost 1 bo MoxHO y3HaTh u3 pomanoB «Kpemip 2222. CrporuHo», «Kpemis 2222.
Tymuno» u «Kpemis 2222. Mutuso» Ounera bonnapesa. — [Ipum. aBTopa.
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TOM pa3pyuuTenbHoi [locnenHeit BoiHbI, HE MPUIILIOCH OBl ceiiuac U OTrOpaKMBaTh HEKOT/IA IIpe-
KPAacCHBIN TOpOJ OT OCTAIIBHOIO MUpA.

Bnpouewm, He cyliecTBOBajO B MHUpE JIOBYILIEK, U3 KOTOPHIX HENb3sl ObLIO HAWTH BBIXOI.
[TycTh OH Hanexo He BCeraa O4eBUICH, HO TIPU OOJIBIIOM XKeJITaHHH, XUTPOCTH U YMe CIOc00 HalTH
MOYKHO MPaKTUYECKHU BCET/A.

Hanpumep, B34Th B IUIEH IaMa U 3aCTaBUTh €r0 OTKPBITH AJ1s Bac [Ipoxox.

Bor nonynpo3spaunas nosepxHocTts Kynosa 3amesenunace, CJI0BHO BOJHAs IaJb B BETpe-
HBII IeHb. [ poM000ii HCKOCa ITOCMOTPEIT Ha KPOBOCOCA: BEHBI Ha JIOY KapJIMKa B3YJIMCh OT HATIPSI-
XKeHus. BumHo ObUI0, 4TO €My, CpeHEMY IaMy, HE TaK-TO MPOCTO JaeTcs padoTa ¢ YHEepreTHye-
CKHM IOJIEM.

«A crapmme, o cioBaMm bo, Kymon Ha pa3-iBa BckpbiBaiu OyKBaibHO, — IPUTTOMHUIT HEH-
pomMaHT. — Hazo %, Kakasi mpornacTh MEX]y BYIJIa3bIMU U TPETIIa3bIMU-TO!..»

Hakonen B sHEpreTHyecKoil CTEHE MOSBUIACH U Hayala HETOPOIUIMBO PaCIIUPATHCS Kpyriias
neipa. TyT e B criuHy yaapui Berep — Kymou, cioBHO orojofaBIinii BelIMKaH, C XapaKTePHbIM
3BYKOM IIPUHSJICS BTSTMBATh B c€0sl BCE, UTO HAXOIUIOCh CHAPYXKH.

— Pacmpsii sxe Tak, 4TOOBI MBI BCE Ty/a MPOILLIN — U MBI € )K€HOMU, U Pyxsisiap, u [opbiHbiu! —
Ha BCSKUU citydail yrounua ['pomo6oit. — MHaue e ormyctum!

[IlaM mpu 3THX CJIOBaX B3APOTHYI, IPOTSAKHO CKPUITHYI 3y0amu, OiHaKo O1aropa3yMHO Ipo-
Moi4all. BuHO OBLTO, 9TO OH M TaK TPYOUTCS Ha IpeJesie BO3MOKHOCTeH. Ho pa3Be HelipoMaHT
JIOJDKEH ObLT NMEePEeKUBATH IO TOMY ITOBOLY?

«Ecnu Xo4er KUTh — IMyCTh AETIaeT».

[Iponuto HECKOIBKO MYYMTENIBHO JOJITMX MHUHYT, Ipexiae dyeMm IIpoxox cranm mocTtaroyHo
HIMPOK Jaxe ais «PanTopay.

— Bniepen, ['opbiabra! — BockiinkHys1 [ poM0oOO#, M CTanbHOM «sIIep» MOCITYIIHO No0eKal K
Kynony. bnarogapst JIMHHIOIIMM HOTaM OH JIBUTaJiCsl OY€Hb OBICTPO U MPEOJO0JIEN PACCTOSHUE B
COTHIO METPOB 34 CUATAHBIC CEKYH/bI.

JloxmaBImmce, moka 6mo HeIpHET o Kymosn, HelipoMaHT CKOMaH 10BaJ:

— IlolinemTe u Mbl NOTUXOHBKY. Heuero 3a3pst 3ybacTvka My4UTb.

Huxkro He cropmi, a caM «3y0acTHK» MocMOTpen Ha [ poMo0ost gaxe ¢ HEKUM MOJ00HeM
0J1aroJapHOCTH BO B3IVIsLJE: 1IaM SIBHO OYEHb YCTaJl BOEBATh C SHEPIreTUUECKUM I10JIEM.

XOMO TpeoIoIeNn MPoxoa 6€30 BCAKOTO TPY/a, YTO, KOHEYHO )K€, ObLIO COBEPIIEHHO HEY/IU-
BUTEJILHO — YYUTBIBAsl, YTO MUHYTOM paHee yepes3 Hero Npoulell NOIHOLEeHHbIN «Pantopy. Pyxisaae
e 111eJI IOCJIEAHUM, MEVIEHHO, HE TOPOIISICh, YTOObI HEHAPOKOM HE 3alleNUTh Kpail sHepreTuye-
CKOTO IIOJIS1 M HE MPEBPATUTCS B IPYLY ABIMSAILEIOCS METAILIONIOMA.

— Hy 4to0, 51 cBOIO 4acTh BBIOJIHWII, — C TPYJOM BbIIaBUJI ILIAM.

I'pomo00i1 ycablan ero He CBOMMHM YIIaMH, a 3ByKOBBIMHU JIOKaTopaMu Pyxiisau, KOTopbiit
JeprKall KapJIMKOBOTO BaMIHMpa MPsIMO PSFOM C TOJOBHOM OamiHel. OrisiHyBIINCh, HEUPOMAHT
oOparui BHUMaHUE, YTO «CepB» yke MUHOBaI [Ipoxoa u BceMu Horamu TBEpJO CTOUT Ha MOCKOB-
CKOU 3eMII€.

— BBITIOTHWII-TO BBIMTOJIHUI. .. — MEIJICHHO npou3Hec [ poMo06oii. — [la ToIbKO HE 10 KOHIIA. . .

— OTO ThI 0 UeM? — HE TIOHSJ ILIaM.

OHn nponosmxkain noanepxusars [Ipoxoa, BUAMMO, Onacasch, YTO €My HONPOCTY HE XBATUT
CHWJI TPOOUTH Opelllb BO BTOPOH pas.

— O nmammnax, eNKH-TIAJKH, O 4eM ke eme? — (BIPKHYT HelpoMmaHT. — Mmu Tl mymadn, s
MIOBEPIO, YTO OHU CaMH BOT TaK CyMacOpOIHO Ha OWO Haraim?

[lam noaHsa ronoBy u mocMotpel [pomMo6oro B raza. Bo B3misie KpOBOMMUAIIBI CMEIIATNCH
YIAUBIIEHUE U CTpax.

— U He Hafo HA MEHs TaK CMOTPETh, — CTPOTo NpousHec Ooponad. — S Beap TeOs npeaympe-
KOAl. ..
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— Tel mpenynpexaan HacyeT Hee! — MOTHYB TMIaHTCKOM Oalkoil B ctopoHy bo, cremiHo
BOCKJIMKHY mwaM. — U1 s ee u He Tporan! A npo Apyrux MyTaHTOB pa3roBopa He ObLIo!

— Kakas tynast ormazka, — 0Cy>»KAarolie nokayaj roJoBOil HEHPOMAaHT.

OH yxe cobupascs oTAaTh MBICICHHBIN IpUKa3 Pyxsiiy, 4To0bl poOOT yOUII HENOKOPHOTO
KpPOBOCOCA, KOTJIa €T0 JIaIOHN KOCHYJIMCh YbH-TO MaJbIEL. B3aporays, [ poMo06oii ckocwuit rira3a Ha
CBOIO KMCTh M YBHJIEII, 4TO 3TO bo.

— B uem geno, mansika? — THX0, YTOOBI 11aM HE yCJIBIIIAJN, CIIPOCHI HEUPOMAHT.

— OTnycTtu ero, Mubli, — B TOH €My OTBETHJIA JKEHA.

Bposu ['pomo0o0st B3neTenu Ha 106. Takoro pa3BuTHs COOBITHII HEHPOMAHT SIBHO HE OXKUAAIL.

— Ho... mouemy? — ropsiuo npomutentain 6opoaad. — OH ke e/jBa MEHsI He TPUKOHYNJ!

— S monumaro, Ho... MHe KaxkeTcs, yOuBaTh IJICHHUKA, KOTa OH Tak 0€CIIOMOIIICH, KaK-To. ..
HEIPaBUIIBHO.

— Bbynb oH Ha Hamem Mecte, youI Obl He 3ayMBbIBasiCh U T€Os, U MEHs!

— Ho MbI Beap styuie ero. Mnu net?

I'pomo0oii xoTen ckazaTh UTO-TO €11ie, HO 3anHyJcs. [lorom noBepHycs k mamy. ManeHbkuit
KpPOBOCOC HE 3acily’KuBaj KU3HU, HO bo Oblia mpasa: JIIoAM JOHKHBI OCTAaBaThCs JIIOIBMU, a HE
yronoOIATECS MyTaHTaM, TyMAaOILIHM TOJBKO O TOM, KaK ObI HAOMTH CBOE OPIOXO.

[ToBuHnysCch MbIcieHHOW KoMaH/e [ poMo0os, Pyxiisaap onycTui mmamMa Ha 3eMIII0.

— IIpoBanuBaii, — OypKHY1 HEHPOMAHT.

Jlyno ogHOro U3 AByX €ro NUCTOJIETOB YCTaBUIIOCh HA KapiIuKa.

— W nukorma Gonpiiie MHE He TIonaaiics, — qo6asuin [ pomoboii. — Bo BTopoii pas s yxe He
Oyny Tak g00p.

[[Tam HeykIroke KUBHYI 1 poOko mocemenu k [Ipoxony B Kynose. [To qopore o HeCKoinbKo
pa3 omsHyIcs, 00sich, 4To [ poM0OOOH TepeayMaeT U BCe-TaKu HaXXMET Ha CITyCKOBOW KPIOUOK,
HO Oopojau cTos1 He meBensch. Hakonen mam Boimen 3a npenens! Kynona, u I[Tpoxon TyT xe
Hayas cykatbcs. Yepes 0TBepCTHE, YMEHBIIAIOMIEECS C KAKI0U CeKyHI0H, [ poMo0oit Buien, Kak
KJIBIKACTBIHM JIMJIMITYT MEJJIEHHO YXOIUT IPOUb, HAPaBJISSCh, BUIAUMO, B POJHBIEC PA3BAIUHBI.

A MOET, OH XOT€Jl MEPEKyCUTh YOUTHIMU famnamMu? I poMo0010, OTKPOBEHHO TOBOPS, OBLIO
Ha 3TO IJIEBaTh.

— JloBonbHA? — CIPOCHUIT OH, MIOKOCHUBILKCH HA CYIIPYTY.

— Her, — ywectHo otBeTriia bo. — Ho, 1o kpaiineit mepe, Tak MHe criokorHen. Kak, nymaro, u
TeOe. Mbl Belb HE TaKHe 3BEpH, KaK OH U €My ITOJOOHBIE.

I'pomM00OI1 HEXOTS KMBHYII U, CIIPSATAB MUCTOJETHI, B KApMaHbl, CKa3aJ:

—IToiinem HalineM kakoi-HUOY/Ib YKPOMHBIH yroJioK Jja mepekycum. M3-3a Bcelt aToi gypHOi
CYMaTOXH 1 )KyTKO ITPOTr0JIO/ajICs.

Pyxssine v [OpBeIHBIY BCTa M 110 00EUM CTOPOHAM OT CBOMX X03sI€B, 1a0bI COO0M 3aKPHITh UX
OT CITy4YaiHBIX MyJb U cTpell. Ternepb Hemb3s ObIIO TEPATH OAUTEIFHOCTh HU HA MTHOBEHHE.

Onu cHoBa Haxoawiuch noj Kynomnowm.

A 3HaYUT, PUCKOBAJIU YMEPETh KAXKIYIO CEKYHILY.
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naBa 2
PaHa

Korna Bnepenu nocnaslmanuck ronoca, Epmak Hanpsrcs u peuieKToOpHO BXajcsl B CTEHY,
B/10JIb KOTOPOH LIEJI.

«Krto 310 Tam uzueT? — MEIbKHYJIO B rojOBE y YEpHOBOJIOCOro HaeMHuka. — He Heo i,
yacom?»

JHuxkapeit Epmak Bcsuecku u3beral, MpeKpacHO MOHMMAs, YTO C ATUMHU OyrasMu emy He
coiazarb. OJIMH HA OJIUH J1a TP TOMOILU PYXKbsl, HOXKAIYH, €1le MOXKHO MONBITAThCS, HO CaMBbli
MaJIeHbKUH OTpsiJ] HeaHAePTAIbIEB MOT OMPOCTY BTONTATh BOMHA B 3eMJIIO.

— Jlo cux mop He 3Haro, HaCKOJIBKO MPAaBUIBHO MbI MOCTYIHIIH, OTIyCTUB TOTrO 3y0acToro
raJieHblIIa, — CKa3aJl MY»CKOH roJoc.

Epmak HeZJOyMEHHO BBITHYJ OpOBb.

«Her, nukapu Tak He TOBOPST...»

— Jla He nymaii Thl 00 TOM, — OTBETHJI )KEHCKUI rooc. — OH 0CTaJICs CHAPY>KU, Mbl — BHYTPH.
MBI ero, MOXXET, HUKOTIa OOJIbIlIe HE YBUIUM. ..

— Tuxo! — BAPYT BOCKIMKHYI MYKYHHA.

Ot sT0ro Bo3miaca naxe Epmak Hanpsrces. [Touemy HeBUAUMBIN My’>K4KMHA BAPYT MpepBal
CBOIO CITyTHUILY?

OTBeTOM Ha 3TOT BOMNPOC CTAJl PBIK — TAaKOM KYTKUN M Takoi 3HaKoMbIii. EpMak HeBOIBHO
HOTSIHYJICS 32 JIBYCTBOJIKOH.

— XoMo! — mpopbIyan HEBUIUMBIN HEO.

— Croli rae cToulb! — pSIBKHYI My»X4YMHa.

Epmak, cropas oT 110001bITCTBA, MEAJICHHO OAOIIEN K YIVTY 3JaHHUS U OCTOPO’KHO BBINJISIHYIT
Hapyxy.

Kaptuna, oTkpbIBIIasics 4epHOBOJIOCOMY HAa€MHMKY, OKa3ajlach JJO TOTO CTPAHHOM, YTO OH
NOHayally Jake Ia3aM cBouM He nosepuil. [locpeau mycthips, mopocuiero 6ypbsHOM U UHBIMU
COPHSIKAMH, CTOsJIa OTPOMHAs! CTasi HEO — He MEHbLIE JBYX JI0KHUH B3pOCIbIX OyraeB, BOOPYKEH-
HBIX AyOMHaMH U p)KaBbIMM MedaMU. EpMak Mor pasmisaers Kakaoro u3 Aukapei B moAapoOHO-
CTSX, IOTOMY YTO MYTaHTbI CTOSIJIM K HEMY JIMULIOM.

«Hy u opaga...» — mogymain 4epHOBOJIOCHIH HAEMHUK.

Huxorga npexne oH He BUAEN CTOJNBKO Heo 3a pa3. IIpu 3ToM nukapu He ObUM caMoif
HEOOBIYHOM /1€TaNblo 3TOM TMKOBUHHON CLEHBI: KyJa CTpaHHEW BBINIAJEIN IPOTUBHUKUA MYyTaH-
TOB — OOPOJATHIIl My>KUMHA C AByMs MHCTOJSIMM, TEMHOBOJIOCAS JKEHILMHA B CEPOM ILIAILE... U
CTAJIbHOU «I1ayK», POCTOM IPEBOCXOAALIMIA JII000ro U3 Aukapeil npaktuuecku Basoe. Heo onac-
JMBO KOCHJIUCh B CTOPOHY OMO, HO TOT — 0, Uyl0! — CTOSAJ HEMOABUKHO, XOTS I10 JIOT'MKE BeleH
JIOJKEH ObLT yOuBaTh BCeX, KTO MO PyKY HOMAAETCs, U OXKUPaTh HE YCIEBIINE OCTHITh Tela.

«UTO-TO HEMOHATHOE TaM TBOpHUTCA, — nmoayMman Epmak, yaMBICHHO Xjomnas Ija3aMH. —
Po0or, mronu, Heo...»

Emy Oe3yMHO 3aX0TenoCh OKa3aThCsl MOJANbIIE OT ATOTO MYCTHIPS, IJ€ YTOAHO... 1a XOTb
B TOM K€ TOJIBajie — HO TOJIKO He 37ech. He psiioM ¢ »ene3HbIM NaykooOpa3HbIM, C arpeccuB-
HBIM OOpOAATHIM MY>KYMHOM, HAIIPABJISAIOIIMM MUCTOJIETHl HA HEO, KOTOPbIX EpMak Toxe Ha 1yx
HE MePEHOCHJI.

«Hagno noxnarbes, moka OHU MeXay coO0oi pa3depyTcs U yHAYT, — pelini YepHOBOJIOCHIH
HAaeMHUK. — A TO elle 3aMeTAT U PUKOHYAT — TaK, Ha BCAKHUH Citydail...»

— [IpoBanuBaiite, eciau *HU3Hb Joporal — XMypo BOCKJIMKHY Oopoaad. — B cnuHy cTpensith
He Oyny, Tak yX U ObITb.
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OnHako HEO HE CABUHYIHCH ¢ MecTa. JIBICBIN AMKaph, CTOSIIMNA K Oopogady ONMKe BCEX,
HOTMpPaBUJ CHOJ3LIMKM BHEpe] JEPEBSIHHBIN HarpyIHUK U CIOPOCUJ, MOTHYB T'OJIOBOM B CTOPOHY
«cepBay:

— A 4e Ouo Bac He xpet?

— 41 ckazan — npoBanuBaiiTe, WM HAYHY YOMBATh! — MOBBICUII F0OJIOC MY>KYMHA C MUCTOJIE-
TaMH.

Epmak HaOnronan 3a mpoUCXOIALIMM OJJHUM IVIa30M — POBHO HACTOJIBKO OH JAEP3HYJI BBICY-
HYTbCS U3-3a yIvla J0Ma, 32 KOTOPBIM YKpbIBasics. OH MOHUMAJI, TOYEMY HEO HE XOTAT YXOAUTh: UX
OBLIO IOYTH TPH JIECATKA MIPOTHUB JIByX XOMO U HEOOIBIIOTO, B 0011eM-T0, O10. CTOHT JI TacoBaTh
nepes TakuM NpoTuBHUKOM? C Ipyroil CTOPOHBI, INIaBHAs LIEJb ISl HEO — 3TO MSCO, @ MHOTO JId
Msica IOJYYHTCS C ABYX CTPOWHBIX ITyTHUKOB M OJTHOTO PrkaBoro podora? IIpu 3ToM cThIUKa ¢ 61O
HaBEPHsIKAa 3aKOHYMUTCS IJIAYEBHO JUIsl OOJIbLIEH YacTH TUKapeil. ..

Bor u nomywanock, 4yTo Ha IUIOLIAAM IIJIa OXKECTOUYEHHAsl CXBAaTKa MEXIY 3BEPHUHBIMU
MHCTUHKTaMH U 3paBbIM cMbICIOM. [I0oKka3aTe HOpOB U 000N LIEHOW MPUKOHYUTH HAITIBIX XOMO,
pacIIaTUBIIMCH 32 3TO KU3HSMU MOJIOBUHBI CTaH, HITH )K€ PETUPOBATHCS, HO OOOUTHCH 0€3 KepTB?

«HaBepHoe, TOJIbKO HEO MOT'YT COMHEBAThCSI, YTO U3 3TOTO BHIOPATH. ..»

Camoe HHTEpecHOE, KOHEYHO, 3aKJII0YaJIOCh B TOM, YTO OMO TIO-TIPEKHEMY CTOSJT HE IIeBe-
msick. Takoe oImrymieHue, 9To OH MOJUUHSIICS KOMY-TO U3 3TOW CTPAaHHOH Mapoyku — JH00 MyX-
YUHE C MUCTOJIIMHU, TMO0 TEMHOBOJIOCOI IEBYIIIKE — U HE CITIOCOOEH ObLI 1eCTBOBATh O€3 MpUKasa.
Epmak kak-To cipliiain o moJoOHbIX YHUKAJIbHBIX JIOIAX, HEHPOMaHTaxX, KOTOPblE MO YIIPaB-
JSTH poOOTaMU C TOMOIIBIO MBICTICHHBIX KoMaH/1. [IpaBaa, camM 4epHOBOIOCHI HAEMHHK C TAKUMH
HE CTAJIKUBAJICS, HO, B O0IIEM-TO, IPEIoaraj, YTO OJHa bl BIIOJIHE MOYKET BCTPETUTHCSL.

«HeyxT0 3TOT AEHb HAcTAN?»

Bueszanno Epmak kpaem miaza 3aMeTui, Kak B OKHE 3/1aHUS, CTOSIIIETO CIIpaBa OT IMYyCThIpS,
YTO-TO MEJIbKHYJI0. UepHOBOJIOCHIII HAEMHUK MOPTHYJI, U TAMHCTBEHHOE YMO-mo UCUE3I10, KaK €To
1 He ObLJI0, HO 3aTO BO3HUK KpUK. EpMak He cpasy MOHsJ, KTO KPUYUT, — JIMIIb TOBEPHYB T'OJIOBY
K HEO M XOMO, OH YBHJIEJI, KaKk OpIOHETKa 00€MMH PyKaMH CXBAaTUJIACh 3a CTPEITY, yTOJUBIIYIO €
B OOK.

— bo! — BOCKJIIMKHYJI My’>KYMHA C TUCTOJIETaMHU.

Heo B nepeBsHHOM HarpyaHuKe, MOHSIB, YTO JYYIIETO MOMEHTA MOXKET HE MPEICTaBUTHCA,
pBaHyJ BIEpEI. .. HO TYT e MOTYYHJI ITYJTI0 B ITPABHIH I71a3 ¥ yIaJl K HOTaM OIEIUBIIeTo 6opoiaJa.

Hesnakomka, MeX TeM, HEYKITIOKE TUTFOXHYJIACh Ha ac(aibT, 1 My»XYnHA, 0 CMEPTH Tiepe-
ITyTaHHBIH, OpoCUIICs K HEH.

Buns ero cMmsteHue, 1MKapu pUHYINCH B 0OM, HO TYT OXKHJ «CEPB», AOCEJE JIPEMABILUM.
Ckpuris apHUpaMu, OH MOMEHTAJIBHO 3aKpbLT COO0M X034€B U IPUHSJICS CIIOPO OPYI0BaTh MaHU-
myJasTOpaMu-MedaMu. ATaka Heo 3axJIeOHyJIach, HE YCIIEB TOJIKOM HAuaThCsl, U MyTaHThl, YMBbIB-
LIMCh KPOBbIO, NOMATUINCH Ha3al. Bo3MoxHO, OHU ObI ja’ke peTUPOBAIINCH, OTPE3BIIEHHBIE arpec-
cHueil OMo, HO TYT UM B CIIMHY YIapwi OTHEHHBIH (pOHTaH, M TUKapW, MOMEHTAIBHO BCITBIXHYB,
CTaJIM MajJaTh HAa 3€MJII0 M KaTaTbCs 1O HEH, B HaJEXKJe COUTH miamMeHb. Epmak cMOpruyim, He
MTOHUMAsl, YTO IPOUCXOAMUT.

«Eme ogun 6muo?»

Horanka okazajiacb BEpHOW: MPOPBABLIMCH YE€PE3 CHU3YIO NEJIEHY [bIMa, K CTAIBHOMY
«T1ayKy» BBICKOYMII JUTMHHOIIEHH «Pamropy.

«Tak 310 oM OTHEM nbIILIAN?»

[Ipexxne Epmak aymai, 4to y ObBICTPOHOTHX «SIILIEPOB» MOAOOHBIX OPYIUll HET, HO peallb-
HOCTb CBHJICTEIILCTBOBAJIa 00 0OpAaTHOM — BEJlb MHBIX OO MOOIU30CTH HE OBLJIO, @ OTHEM KTO-TO
TIBIXHYIT.

«Bpxonut, «Pantop»!..»
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O06e3yMeB OT 0XKOTOB, HEO TIOMBITAIUCH COSKATh, HO POOOTHI HE COOMPAIUCH MAJAUTH MEp-
30IIaKOCTHBIX MyTaHTOB. «CepB» MOTHajCcs 32 HUMH, a «PanTop» ycTpeMuscs K 37aHHI0, OTKy/a,
10 BCEIl BUAMMOCTH, BbUIETENA IpeaTeabCcKasl CTpesia, paHUBILIAs KEHIIMHY B iame. W3smHas
1I€sl BHITSHYJIACh B CTPYHKY, U IOJIOBA «SIILIEPa» HBIPHYJA B OTHO U3 OKOH... YTOOBI Mapy MIHOBE-
HUI CIyCTs NOSIBUTHCSI BHOBB, YK€ C BEPEILALIIMM HEO B JKeJIe3HbIX 3y0ax. CamocTpel Bblai U3
MOXHATBIX JIaIl AUKAPsl U, YIApUBIIKCH 00 ac(asbT, MUTOM pasJieTesICsl HA MEITKUE YaCTH.

Kazanocs, «Pantopy» HM4Ero He CTOUT NPONIOTUTH HEO, HE Kys. Ho BMECTO 3TOT0 CTanbHON
«SIILIEp» YTO €CTh CUJIbI IIBBIPHYJ AUKAps B CTEHY JA0Ma, U3 KOTOPOTO TOJIBKO YTO €0 BBIIECPHYIL.
Epmax HEeBOIBHO CMOPIIHIICS, KaK OyJTO IIBBIPSIIH HE MEP30MAKOCTHOTO MYTAHTa, a €0 CaMoTo0.
Onnaxko «PanTop» He coOupasncst OCTaHABIMBATHCS HA JOCTUTHYTOM: HE TI03BOJIMB TEIy HEO PyX-
HYTb Ha 3€MJII0, OMO MOAXBAaTWJI €r0 U CTaJl IPhI3Th YyJOBHUILHBIMU CTadbHbIMU 3yOamu. Korna
poOOT mpoXkeBaj U MPOITIOTHII OCIEAHUN KyCOK, BCS MOp/ia «siepa» Oblia epeMa3zaHa KpoBblo.
EpmMak HEBOJIBHO MOEXKUIICS, KOTJIa OMO MOBEPHYIICH. . .

W nmocMoTtpest mpsiMo Ha HETo.

Crpax MOMEHTaJIbHO pa3iuics oT Mo3ra EpMaka 10 NOIKUIIOK, U T MPEeAaTeNIbCKH 3aTpsic-
JauCh. YepHOBOJIOCHIM HAEMHHK CIIEIIHO CHPATAJICS 3@ CTEHY U BXKaJCs B HEe, OTYAsSHHO MeuTas
CTaTh 4acThIO KJIaJKU. MeHble Bcero Ha cBete EpMak xoten, utoOb1 «PanTop» Tak ke ocTepBe-
HEJIO HIBBIPHYJ €r0 00 ac(abT, a MOTOM COXpaJl.

«Tonpko He crOfa... HE KO MHE...»

Hy»xHo 6pu10 Gexath, HO Epmak mpocTto onerienen ot crpaxa. [Ipexae eMy He JOBOIMIOCH
HOC K HOCY CTaJIKUBaThCs ¢ HacToauM «Pantopom». OcTtaBaiock HaesThCs, YTO TOT OOpOAaThIi
MY>K4YHMHA C MUCTOJETAMH JIEHCTBUTEIBHO HEHPOMAHT U YTO OH HE MO3BOJUT CBOEMY ITUTOMILY»
HamacTh Ha coOpaTa-xoMo.

«MosKeT, BBIUTH K HUM? A TO €Ile pemiar, 4yTo s ¢ STUMHU HEO 3a0/THO. .. UJIH €IIIE YETO...»

Meicib mokazanack cymacOpoaHoil. Kro 3Haet, yto Ha yme y aToro 6opoaaroro crpenka?

— Oii! — Bapyr noHeccs ¢ mycThIpst Mykckoi rojgoc. — Tsl kT0o? ITokaxkucs!

VY Epmaka cepaue B rpyau 3ameprno. [loxoxe, crpanHblii Ooponau 3Ban umeHHo ero. Ho
3agem? Xores Obl yOUTh, BEPOSATHO, OTIPABUI OBl K HEMY OTHOTO M3 CBOMX pOOOTOB. 3HAYHT, XOUET
IIPOCTO MMOTOBOPUTH?

Bynto npouts mbican Epmaka, 60poay BOCKIMKHYII:

— He 6oiicst Ouo, onu 6e3 moeii komanabl He HanaayT! JlaBaii sxe, uau crona!

YepHOBOIOCHI HAaeMHUK 3aKyCHJI HW)KHIOIO T'yOy. BeiOop Obu1 HeOorarblil: 1100 BBIATH
camoMy, 1100 To’KAaThes, MOKa 3a HUM IpuaeT 6uo. Ho Bo BTopom ciyuae Ha 6ecelly MOKHO yKe
HE pacCUUTHIBATE. ..

«Kimam-knan — v HeT MEHs. . .»

— Beixoxy! — nmpoopan Epmak. — S ¢ pyxbeM, HO CTpessTh He Oyay... €Cliu Thl He Oyaeln!

— JIoOpo! — mocie ceKyHIHOW 3aMHHKH OTBETHII OOpOaad.

CobpaBiucs ¢ 1yxoM, Epmak Bce-Taku BBICTYNMII U3-3a yIa.

JKuBBIX HEO BHIIHO HE OBLIO — TOJIBKO HECKOJIBKO TPYTOB, KOTOPBIE CIIOPO Moxupanu «Par-
TOp» U «cepB». boponad cuzien Ha acanbre, mpmwKuMas kK cede paHeHyto nmonpyry. Epmak caenan
HECKOJIBKO LIIar0B 10 HAIIPABJICHUIO K HE3HAKOMILY, [TOCJIE YETr0 3aMep B HEPELIUTENbHOCTH. Teneppb
UX pa3Aesisiio OKOJIO IECSITU METPOB.

«BmionHe mocTaTouHO, YTOOBI CHECTH €MY TOJIOBY BBICTPEIIOM W3 PYXKBS...» — HEBOIBHO
noxyman Epmaxk.

OH NoHATHUS HE UMEJI, C KEM €r0 CBeJla Cyp0a, U IOTOMY 110 CTapoil TpaAULIMKA TOTOBUJICS K
xyamemy. OgHako Koraa 60poiad MoIHsUI TOJIOBY U MOCMOTpen Ha EpMaka, TOT HEBOJIBHO B3/IPOT-
HYJ — J10 TOT'O YMOJISIFOLIE IJISJEN HA HETO 3TOT CTPaHHBIM HE3HAKOMETI.

— Ilomoru eit! — B oTyasiHuM BOCKIUKHYI Oenusira. — [lomoru eif, moxanyiicra! 5 He mory
€€ OIISATh NOTEPSITh!
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He B cumax BBIACPIKATh B3MIAda CCPLIX IJ1as3, 6J'I€CT$[IIII/IX OT CKYIIBIX MYKCKHUX CJIC3, EpMaK
MCIJICHHO KMBHYIIL.

— Bor crona, — cka3zas 4epHOBOJIOCHI HAEMHUK, YKa3aB pyKOl B CTOPOHY ABEPHOTO IPOEMa.

[Ipoiins yepe3 Hero, OHU Nomajau B CKpoMHYI0 obutenb Epmaka. I'pomo0oit — Tak 3Banu
3TOrO CTpaHHOro Oopojaya — poHec bo yepes ycblaHHOE CTPOUTENBHBIM MYCOPOM MOMEIIEHNE
Y yCTaJIO MPUBAIMJIICS CIIMHOM K cTeHe. EpMak mocnenHo paccTenu Ha oy 0Jesj10, KOTOpoe 1o
COBETY HOBOT'O 3HAKOMIIA B3sU1 B I'Py30BOM oTceke «Pamropa», 1 HEHpOMaHT, TUXO YEPTHIXasACh,
OepeKHO OIYCTHJI KEHY Ha MATKYIO MOACTUIKY. YIIOKUB OeHKKY, [']poM000il TyT 3xe mpoBepui
€€ MyJIbC U O0JIErY€HHO B3/10XHYII.

— Tenepp HaO BRIpe3aTh HAKOHEYHUK CTPENBI M 00€33apa3uTh paHy, — CKa3all HEHPOMaHT,
yrproMo nocMotpeB Ha Epmaka ucnonno0ws. — [lomoxens?

UepHoBOIOCHIN HAEMHUK KUBHY. BonHenus [ poMo06os ObLIM eMy COBEPILIEHHO MOHSATHBI —
OH M CaM MpsAMO ceiuac UCTIBIThIBAI HeuTo nogodnoe. U mycts 171€6, B ormmune ot bo, He Haxo-
JWJICA TIPU CMEPTH, €r0 CO3HAHUE U pa3yM J0 CHUX IIOP HAXOIMWJINCh B ONTACHOCTH. VIMEHHO o3TomMy
Epmaxk 0e3pornoTHO BBITONHSIT Bce MPOCKObI [ poMo60st — fepikan HOXK, MOKa HEMPOMAHT IIEAPO
NOJIMBAJ paHy M3 OyTBUIA CO CIIUPTOM, TIOTOM MOPIIHJICS, HAOMIOMasi, KaK €ro HOBBIM TOBApHII
OpYAYET KJIMHKOM U TOPOILJIMBO 3aJICIJISIET HA4YaBIIYI0 KPOBOTOUYMTH PaHy KyCKOM IUIACTBIPS U3
KOpBI Oepe3bl-MyTaHTa. 3amacaM 0opojada MOKHO OBUIO TOJBKO T03aBHU0BATh, HO JOCTaTOYHO
T UX OKaXKETCA ISl TOro, YTOOBI 3aneuuth yBeube bo? Cyas mo mumuke ['pomo0osi, oH U cam
MYUHUJICSI 3TUM BOIIPOCOM.

— Bcee Oyzner B nmopske, — HEOXKHUIAHHO JIaxe Uil caMoro ce0s cka3an Epmaxk.

HeiipomaHT TyT k€ oBepHYJICS K HeMY U OyKBaJbHO BIWICS B CIIyTHUKA B3IV, 10M. YepHo-
BOJIOCBI HAEMHHK 3aMep, MOJICITYAHO MOXKaJIEB, YTO BOOOILE OTKPBLI POT.

— MHe ObI TBOM ONTHUMU3M, — C TPYIAOM CACPKUBAs pazapakeHue, nmpousHec [ pomoOoit. —
[Toxka 51 BUXy, 4TO paHa oueHb IITy0OKast, 0010Ch, MOXKET OBITh 3a/1€Ta neueHs. .. Yept... He ymupaii,
bo! Moo, e ymupaii!

OH ol1ynbI0 HAIIAPUJTI €€ XOJIONHYIO PYKY, CKaJl B CBOEH U 3aKMYpHUIICS.

He 3Has, yem nomous O6enusire, Epmak nmpo6opmorai:

— Tyr, kcratu, Henonaneky ects YepHoe none. ..

HelipomaHT BCTpeneHycs, MPUOTKPBLI JIEBBIN IVI1a3 M IIOCMOTPEN HA HOBOT'O 3HAKOMIIA.

- ?

— Tam, npssmo BHyTpH, kuBeT UepHsblid Llenutens... MoxeT, eMy 110 CHJIaM BBUICYMTb. ..
Takoe? [0BOPSIT, OH ¢ caMOil CMEPTHIO SKIIAETCSI, MOJKET J1aXe JIFOIel U3 MEPTBBIX BO3BpalIaTh. ..

— Hy Tax maBaii kK Hemy ¥ oTIpaBuUMCst! — TyT e BOCKIHMKHYI [ poMo0oii. — [Ipuranmm ero
CIOZ1a, MMYCTh JIEUMUT. ..

OH yxe X0TeJl BCKOUYUTbh U OpOCUTHCS K BBIXOAY, Korna Epmak ckazan:

— Tak He nomyuutcs. S moka... g moka, 4eCTHO TOBOps, J1ake HE 3Har0, Kak ero u3 Ilomns
BbI3BaTh. He BbIXOOUT, acky/a, v BCe TYT.

— To ecTh Kak 3TO — HE BBIXOAMUT? — He MOHUT [ poM0o0O#. — A OTKyza * Thl TOT/Ja 3HACIIb,
YTO OH paHbl JIEUUT?

— 51 K TOBOPIO — rOBOPST TaK.

— Kto?

Epmak 3amsics, a moTOM CKasain:

— Kpbutasst.

— K10? — HaxMypuicst HeHpOMaHT. — DTO Takue... KpbLIaTble MyTaHThI, TUIIA HETOMBIPEH,
TOJILKO OOJIbILIE HA JIFOAEH MoXoKue?
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—Hy... na.

— Jla oHM ¥ TOBOPHTB-TO TOJKOM HE yMeIoT! — peipkHy ['poMOOOi.

— Tyt, B UepTanoBe, OHU JpyrMe HEMHOTO, — 3aMeThil EpMaxk.

— U B ueM xe oTinune?

— VY HUX m1aBHBIN ecTh, Bokak uX. OHu ero Oteny Berpa 30ByT. OH, Kak s OHsUI, TOBOPUTH
ux yuutT. 1 Bpoae naxke nomydaercs... HEMHOTO.

— Huuero cebe y Bac TyT 4epTOBIIMHA TBOPUTCA! — [TOKayaB roj0OBOM, yCMEXHYJICS HEHpo-
MaHT.

— Paiton tako#t, Bunumo. C Ha3BaHHEM MOIXOASAIINM, — MoK riedamu Epmak. — UepranoBo

— U 1o BepHoO... — ckazan ['pomoOoii.

B stor MoMeHT B0 THXO BCXITUITHY/IA BO CHE, M HEHPOMaHT NPUOIM3UBIINCH K HEH, KOCHYJICS
TOHKOW IIEU MO30JINCTHIMU NaJIbLAMU.

— Cna0a, ouens ciala. .. — mpomienTtai 60poad, TOKOCUBIINCH B cTOpoHy Epmaka. — Borocs,
Henb3s ee TyT Opocath Ha Pyxusanae u [opbiHbIya.

UepHOBOJIOCHIT HAEMHUK HE Cpa3y MOHSJ, YTO pedb UIET O OO — €llle HE MPUBBIK, YTO Y
HUX OBIBAaIOT UMEHA.

— Kak ObITh, HE 3HaK0. .. — 00peueHHOo nmpodopmoTan [ PoMoOoH.

— Unes ecth, — ckazan Epmak, BUIS, 4TO €r0 HOBBIM TOBapHIl] OYKBAJIBHO YOUT TOPEM.

— Kakas? — TyT e HEMHOTO 0)KMBUJICS HEHPOMAHT.

— JlaBaii s1 k UepHnomy Llenutento cxoxy, a ThI ITOKa 32 CBIHOM MOUM MIPUCMOTPHUIIL? — TIPEI-
noxun Epmak.

— 3a cerHoM? — yauBuics [ pomo6oit. — A e oH y Te0s?

— B nonpane, — yrpromMmo oTBETHI 4epHOBOJIOCHIN HaeMHUK. — OH B UepHoe nosie nonai u B
HEO MPEBPATUIICS U3-3a ITOTO.

— Ox, eKU-MOTAJIKU. .. — OLIAPAIIEHHO NPOTIHYN HeWpoMaHT. — Tak Tbl mo3Tomy YepHoro
HenuTtens uckan? YroObI B 4eI0BEKa €ro MPEBpPaTHII... 00paTHO?

— Hy na, — xuBHyn Epmak. — A xakue elie BapuaHThl?

— [lonumaro... — co B310X0M ckazan ['poMo0Ooii.

B3 ero Ha nmapy MrHOBEHMI CTall pacCEesIHHBIM, TYMaHHBIM: BUJIHO, BCHOMHUJIOCH HEW-
pomaHTy 4T0-T0. HO OH TYyT 7€ MOTHYJI r'OJIOBOM M BEPHYJICS B PEAJIbHOCTb.

— Tak oH y Te0s1 TaM CBSI3aHHBI, 4TO JIU?

— B knetke, — orBeTri1 Epmak.

— A, TO ecTb TakK BOT... A rJe, KCTaTu, BXOJ B 10/1BaJ?

— Bxon B mogBsait BOH Tam. — UepHOBOJIOCHI HAEMHHUK yKa3ald B CTOPOHY I'PYIbl CTPOUTENb-
HOTO Mycopa. — S| ero xjJamoM 3aku/pIBa0 0ObIYHO, YTOOBI HUKTO HE COBajIcs. Tam elie 3aMoK,
KJTIOY 51 TeOe AaM.

— ScHo...

I'poMo06o0it HEeHaOITO 3aIyMascs, a MOTOM CKa3al:

— Yro x, naBai tak. Jlyumero BbIXOJa, MOXOXKE, y HAC BCe paBHO HET. HO TOIbKO cam He
X011 — Bo3bMHU [ OpbIHBIYA.

— I'opbiHbIy — 3T0 «PanTop» TBOH, OrHeApIIAIINN? — OCTOPOXKHO yTOUHUI Epmaxk.

— OH camblii, — KUBHYJ [ poMOOOH.

HUepHOBOIOCHIN HAEMHHUK ITIOBEPHYJI T'OJIOBY K IBEPHOMY IIPOEMY M YCTABUIICS HA CTAJIBHOTO
«sepa», Opoasiero cHapyxu. YectHo rosopsi, Epmaky coBceM He XOTeNOCh MyTEIIECTBOBAThH B
KOMIIaHWH 3y0acToii TBapH, BIOOABOK CIIOCOOHOM MpH HEOOXOIUMOCTH U3BEPraTh IIaMsl.

— A yeM OH MHE IIOMOKET? — CIIPOCUII YEPHOBOJIOCHI HAEMHUK.

— Hy kak sto — uem? [Ipukpoer Tebe cnuny B 6010. To ThI caM HAEIIb, ONUH-OAWHEIICHEK,
a TO — C TAKOW-TO MOJJICPHKKOM. .. OTHEBOM.
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— A OH MEHS He COXPET? — OKOJIe0aBIINCh, cripocui Epmak.

DTOT MOMEHT, MOXKaJTyi, BOTHOBAJ €0 OOJIbIIIE OCTAIbHBIX.

— IToka st ero KOHTPOJHMPYIO — HET, — OTBETHI [ poMOOOH.

— A ecnu MBI naneko otoraeM? He HapymuTes MKy BaMu. .. CBA3b?

TyT HeipoMaHT Kpenko 3aayMaics. Buaumo, nocene eMmy He JOBOAUIOCH SKCIIEPUMEHTHPO-
BaTh C JUCTAHLIMOHHBIM yIPABICHUEM.

— A panexo otctoga 3to Uepnoe none? Hy, B kotopom Llenutens sxuBeT? — HAKOHEI CIIPOCHIT
O6opomad.

— Ilapa KuIOMETpPOB, HABEPHOE, — IPUKUHYB, OTBETHI Epmak. — Moxer, Tpu.

— Hy, Torma momkHo momy4yuTbes, — ckazan [ pomMoboii.

— A eciu He MONY4YUTCsI? — YIPSIMO CIPOCHI YEPHOBOJIOCHI HAEMHHUK.

— Hy, naBaii... ecinu mo4yBCTBYIO, YTO TEPSIHO KOHTPOJIb, Jajibllie HE MOWIY M TeOe 3HaK
nofam. JlomycTuM. .. Harapamnar 4To-HuOyIs Ha acdalibTe. .. WM Ha CTeHE. .. B 00mem, Tak, 9To0
ThI ITOHSI.

— 3BYYHT KaK-TO... HE CJIMIITKOM 0€30I1acHO, — Mpu3HaJcs Epmaxk.

— [Hocmymait, st mpocTo X049y MOMOYb, — IPOU3HEC HEHPOMAHT. — Thl Bellb U 1151 MEHS UJIEIb,
u 175 ceds. Pazse xyxe Oyzet, eciu st Tebe momory ceouM 061o? Eciu Tbl HE BEpHEIIbCSI, KOMY OT
storo ny4ine ctaner? Mue? Wnu ceiny TBOEMY?

— Jla IOHATHO 3TO Bce, — CO B370XOM cka3an Epmak. — [Ipocro... s HUKOrma npexie ¢ 6uo
110 MockBe He Xoaui.

— Tbl ynuBHIIBCS, HO 51 KOTAA-TO TOXKE HE XOAWII. A 1OTOM Heo, KpacHoe mosie. .. U TyT KaK TyT
— «Pexcy, MOKOpHBIN, CIIOBHO AOMAalIHUM Kpeiconec. [laBaii yxe, He THU. Eciu nuarTy, To cenyac.
[Toka MBI TYT npenupaemcs, Halu OJIM3KUE MEUIEHHO YMUPAIOT.

Epmak KuBHYN U, HOAHSBIIKCH, OLIEN K BBIXOY, OTHAKO OCTAHOBMJICS Ha MOJIITYTH.

— I'pomM06O#i, — OMISAHYBIINUCH, T03BAJI YEPHOBOJIOCHI HAEMHUK.

—Yt0? — cripocui HEMPOMaHT, HOBEPHYBILNCH K HOBOMY TOBapHUILYy.

— 51 y>ke TpYOKIIbI TaM OB, 3BaJI €T0 U TaK, M 3TaK... ECTh MBICTH, KaK ero 3aJ00pUTh MOXKHO?

I'poMo06o0ii HeHaOITO 3aIyMascs, a MOTOM CKa3al:

— 4] xax ObI 0 HeM BOOOIIIE BIIEPBbIE OT T€Os y3HAT, HO... MOXKET, OH, KaK U IpyTue 3AeITHIE
TBapH, TOXKE JTIOOUT cBExee Maco? B cMbIciie, MOXKET, apy KpbICOCOOAK eMy TyJa 3aKUHYTh, BAPYT
3auHTEepecyeTcs?

Epmak TyT ke BCIIOMHUJI NPO CBOK HEJABHIOIO CTHIUKY C TPEMsI [ICMHAMH U CTPAHHYIO
(U3MOHOMHUIO, MEIBKHYBIIYIO 32 TEMHOH MOBEPXHOCTBIO. Moxet, mpaB [pomMo0oil U HYXHO
noututh YepHoro llenurens kakoi-To »kepTBoii? Ho coureT nu OH JOCTONHHBIM MOJHOIIEHHUEM
KpbIcoco0aKy?

— JlagHo, pa3depemcsi, — cka3an Epmak. — [Tomyan s1. Haneroch, Bce omyduTcs.

— Kittou 3a0bu1 OCTaBUTH, — MOCMOTPEB HAa HETO MCTOATIOOBs, Mpou3Hec HelipomaHT. — OT

IOJBaJA.

— A, TouHO!

Brrramus u3 kapmana openok, Epmak mBeipHyi ero [ poMo6010, 1 TOT HoiMal 1ap HaeMHHUKa
Ha JIETY.

— Hy Bce, ¢ borom, — ckazan ' pomo6oii.

— C borom.

OHu 0OMEHSTUCh KUBKaMU, U YEPHOBOJIOCHII HAEMHUK BBILLIEN U3 PA3BAJIMH. .. OJJHAKO, OKa-
3aBUIMCh CHAPYXH, TYT K€ 3aMEpP B HEPEIIUTEIBHOCTH.

«XBaruT i1 narpoHoB? — noaymain Epmak. — nu na «Pantopa» nonageemcsi?»

CnoBHO npoyTs ero Mbiciu, [OpbIHBIY BCTpENeHysIcs U nodexan NpsMUKOM K 4€pHOBOJIO-
comy HaeMHUKY. Bce BHyTpHu y EpMaka cxanoch; 94to 061 TaM HE TOBOpHI [ pOMOOO#! ITPO MOTHBIN
KOHTPOJIb, OO0 ObUTH U OYIyT OJHUMH M3 CAMBIX CTPAIIHBIX BPAaroB YEIOBEUECTRA.
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CranpHOU «SIIep» OCTAHOBUIICS B TPEX METPaxX OT CBOCTO HOBOTO «HAMAPHHUKA» M BEDKHIA-
IOLIE YCTAaBUJICSI HA HErO KPACHBIMU IJ1a3aMHU.

— Hy motigem, 94To 11, — XpUILIBIM OT BOJTHEHHS TOJI0COM IpoOypuant EpMak v mepBeIM ycTpe-
MUJICS OT JIOMa TIPOYb.

Oroiiist HA COTHIO METPOB, YEPHOBOJIOCHI HAEMHHUK OOEpHYIcs depe3 rmiedo. ['pomobos
OTCIOZIa YK€ BUAHO HE ObLI0, HO PyXJ1si1b, BEPHBIN CTpaxk, pacXa)KUBa BIOJIb IOMA, OXPAHSIS BXO/I.

«Ox, mumb 661 YepHsbrit LlenuTens He moaBelt...» — moagyman Epmak.

OH pasBepHyJICs U MoOLIEN BOEpe] — TyAa, IJe HaXxoawiock 3aBeTHoe [lone cmeprtu ¢ ero
YyyzieCHbIM obutaresneM. ['opbpIHbIY TUIENCS COOKY, CcTapaTreabHO MOACTPAUBASCH MO/l TEMII CBOETO
HOBOTO CITyTHHUKA.

Kotoporo, ecniu 6 "He Biustaue [ pomo0osi, yxke 1aBHO coxkpai Obl C MOTPOXaMHU.

— [NomoruTte, KTO-HUOY/B!

3acipllaB KEeHCKHM roioc, EpMak 3amep u npuciaymancs, CUIsiCh MOHATh, OTKYAA JOHO-
CUTCS 3TOT OTYASHHBIA KPUK.

«YTO-TO MHOTO CErOAHS CTPAHHBIX, HEOXKUIAHHBIX BCTPEY, — OTMETUII YEPHOBOJIOCHIN HAEM-
HUK 1po cebs. — C yero Hapoa B UepTaHOBO Tak MacCOBO MOTSAHYJICS 7>

Jymatb 00 3TOM He ObUIO BPEMEHHU: KEHILMHA, Cy/sl 10 MHTOHAIIMHU, HAXOAUJIach Ha ITOPOTre
CMEpTH, ¥ TOJBKO uyno B uie Epmaka u «Pantopa» Moo crnact ee OT HEeMUHYEMON THOECTIH.

—Hy uTto0, ['opbIHBIY, — TOBEPHYBILINCH K CTAJIbHOMY «SAILIEPY», CKa3asl HaeMHUK. — [lomoxem?

Emy noxa3zanoch uinm 610 IeHCTBUTENIBHO KUBHYI, IIPEXK/IE YEM COPBAThCSI C MECTA U YCTpE-
MUTBCS TyJa, OTKY/1a JOHOCWJINCh KPUKH HECYACTHOM JIEBYIIKU?..

«/la xakas pa3HUILA...»

Epmak nocnemnn cinenom 3a «Pantopom», Ha X0y cHUMas pyxbe ¢ mieda. MoxHO ObL10
TOJIBKO JIOTaJbIBAThCS, YTO 3a HamacTb OOpYIIMJIAcCh HAa HE3HAKOMKY, OTYAsHHO 30BYILYI0 Ha
IIOMOIIb: BO3MOXHO, IIPUJIETCA MOACTPAXOBATh [ OpbIHbIYA U Mapy pa3 CIyCTUTh KypOK... HY U, B
JT000M cilydae, ¢ Opy>KHEeM B pyKax KaK-TO CIIOKOWHEH, yem 0e3 Hero.

— IloMoruTe xe! — CKBO3b phIJaHMUS CHOBA II03BaJIa JEBYIIKA.

[opbinbIy, poOexaB BOJb 3/1aHUs, PE3KO CBEPHYJI BIIPaBo; Epmak nmocneniui 3a HUM. YBU-
JIEHHOE 3aCTaBWIO B3IPOTHYTh: YPOMJINUBBIA MOHCTp, 3TaKasi TUTAHTCKash MHOTOHOXKA, IIPUILIS-
CBIBAJI PSAJIOM C FOPOH CTPOUTENBHOIO XJIaMa, MbITasICh XKBaJlaMH PACKUAATh 3aBajl U MPOOUTHCS
BHYTpb. Cy/s IO BCEMY, MyTaHT XOTEJI 100paThesl 10 JEBYIIKH, KOTOpask TPSATANIACh 3a MPEeTpaon
13 00JIOMKOB.

«3TO UTO €11Ie 3a CTpaHHas TBapb?» — HEAOYMEHHO nmoayman Epmaxk.

[IpuraaeBuInch, OH ¢ yIUBICHHEM OOHAPYKUJI, UTO Ha TYJIOBUIIE Y UyJOBHILA PACTION0KEH
CTpaHHBIH «ITy3BIPbY, MOX0XKUI Ha TPOMAIHBIN (PypyHKYI. A BHYTPH 3TOTO ITy3BIpsi HAXOAMIACK. . .

«T'onoBa?»

Ot oco3nanust 3Toro ¢akra Epmaka ensa He cTomrHMIO. YTO e 3a CTpaHHbIN, U3BpPAILlEHHbII
MO3I' MOT ITOPOJIUTh TaKy0 BOT )KYTKYIO IIOMECH KHUBOTHOTO U YeJIoBeKa?

«He xouy naxe 3Hatb!..»

[ToBepHyB ros0BY, YE€pPHOBOJOCBHIM HAa€MHUK yBHUJEN, 4TO «PamTop» CTOMT Ha BBICOKOM
cTapTe, FOTOBbII pBaHyTh B 00if o nepBomy 30BY. [louemy oH He aTakoBan MOHCTpa cam? Bo3-
MOYKHO, TakuM 00Opa3zoMm ['poM000#l XOTen HEMHOro PacKpenoCTUTh HOBOI'O TOBapHILA — MOJI,
yIpaBIsii MOMM OMO, KaK caM CYMTACIlb HYXHBIM, a s Oyy mpocTo JayOnupoBaTh TBOM MPUKA3EI
y HETO B MO3TY.

— JlaBaii xe, [opbIHBIU! — IPOUNCTUB TOPII0, BOCKIMKHY Epmak.
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W cranbHoii «smiepy», He Tepsist O0JbIIe HU CEKYH/IbI, OPOCHIICS Ha M3BHBAIOIILYIOCS «COPO-
KOHOXKY».

l'onosa B my3bIpe, Moxoxe, 3aMeTuIa ABMXKEHUE COOKY OT ce0s, MOTOMY KaK 4y/lOBUILE IPU-
HSJIOCh CTPEMMTENIBHO — HACKOJIBKO MO3BOJISUIO HEYKIIIOXKEE TEJIO — Pa3BOPAYMBATHCS K HOBOMY
Bpary. Epmak oxunan, uyto «Pantop» He cTaHEeT XOAUTh BOKPYT J1a OKOJIO M cpa3y OKaTUT MyTaHTa
OTHEHHOM BOJIHOM, HO OMO ToIIes Ha COMKEHNE: BEPOATHO, 3aNachl 3aKUTaTeIbHOM CMECH OBbLITH
He Oe3rpaHuyHbl, ¥ [ poM0o0OOIi HE XOTEIN OHANIPAcCHY TPATUTh UMEIOIIUNCS pecypc.

Bnpouewm, cipaBuThCS ¢ 1010OHON HEMOBOPOTIMBOM «COCUCKOI» poOOT MOT U 6€3 BCSIKOrO
«OTHEHHOTO JibIxaHus». COKpaTHB pacCTOSHUE /10 TPEeX METPOB, [OpBIHBIY BHITSHYI LIEIO U, HE
MYZIPCTBYS JIyKaBO, BIIHJICS 3yOaMU B 3JIONOYYHBIH «ITy3bIPh C YEIOBEUECKON TOJIOBOM.

«Pe3epByap» ¢ «MO3rOBBIM LIEHTPOM» MYTaHTa JIOTIHYJI C TPOMKHUM XJIOTIKOM, U XKI>Ka, HaXO0-
JsIasicsi BHYTpH, OpbI3HY/Ia BO BCe CTOpPOHBI. YemocTu ['OpbIHBIYA COMKHYJIUCH, U OH BBICOKO
3a/ipal CTaJIbHYIO MOpPIY UM LIyCTPO MPOMJIOTHUI TOJIOBY 4ynoBuia. Cama TBapb, COAPOrasich OT
00111, 13 TIOCTIETHIX CHJT B3BHJIACH Ha JBIOKI. .. a IOTOM PYXHYyJIa HA0OK M MEJIKO 3aTpsiciiack. Benen
3a KW)KEW U3 paHbl Ha CIIMHE XJIBIHYJIA MYTHAas, IPsi3Hast KPOBb.

[TonMuHyTHI CITyCTS TBaph COIPOTHYJIACh B OCIECAHUM pa3 ¥ 3aMepiia — y’Ke HacoBceM. Yoe-
JUBIIKCH, YTO C UyJOBHILEM TIOKOHYEHO, «ParTop» moBepHyI1 rOJI0BY ¥ BOIPOCUTENBHO YCTABUIICS
Ha Epmaka.

BouH noa 3TUM B3IVIS0M HEBOJBHO CIVIOTHYJ, HO TYT € B3sJ1 c€0sl B pyKU U OBICTPBIM
IIaroM yCTpEMUIICA K 3aBally. YK€ Ha OJXO0J€ OH IPOKpUYAJL:

— O, Tam! MbI npULLIM Ha Ball 30B U yOuinu MoHCTpa! MoskeTe Bbl BBINTH K HaM?

OtBerom emy Obuta THIIMHA. Hano nmonarare, mpsiMo ceifuac criaceHHast IeBYIIKa MbITaIach
HOHATb, KaK PEarupoBaTh Ha CTAJILHOTO «AILIEPa» U YEJI0BEKa, KOTOPOI'o TOT [I0YEMY-TO HE TPOrall.
CobctBeHHO, EpMak coBceM HEIaBHO U caM MYYMJICS TEM K€ BOIIPOCOM.

— DT1oT poOOT HE MPUUMHHUT TeOs Bpena! — BOCKIMKHYJ YE€PHOBOJOCHI HaeMHUK. — Vm
YIPABIISIET MOU JPYT, HEHPOMAHT.

Hekoropoe BpeMs apuiia THILIMHA — BUAUMO, JIEBYILIKA IEpeBapuBaia HH(HOPMALUIO, KOTO-
pyto Ha Hee BbiBay Epmak. 3areM, KOria OH yKe YCTall kIaTh, U3 3aBajia IMOCIBIIAICS POOKHIA
roJIoC:

— B&l... BbI k10? U oTKYna?

— 51 — EpMmak, — OTBETHJI My>KYMHa, [IPaBOH JIaJJOHBIO KOCHYBILUCH CBOEH rpyau. — Paboran
Ha MapkuTanTta Hukuty, on B ByToBe oOuTaer, Teneps BOT TyT... — HaeMHUK 3amHyJscs, HE 3Has,
KaK KOPOTKO OMKCcaTh, IoOYeEMY OH oka3zaics B Uepranose. — Oxouych TyT, B 001ieM. A y 610 KiIn4Ka
['opbIHBIY, 3TO HEUPOMAHT €ro Tak Ha3Basl. A ThI KTO?

U cuoBa — nay3a. Epmak OykBaJIbHO CIbIIIAN, KaK € IITyMOM ITPOBOPAYMBAIOTCS IIIECTEPEHKH,
HaXOJSIIHMECS B FOJIOBE Y HE3HAKOMKH.

— Bacunuca 51, — HakoHell OTBETUJIA JIEBYIIIKA.

— Moxer, nokaxembcsi, Bacunuca? Mnu tebe momMoup Hamo? — 3amo37aio CHOXBATHIICS
Epmaxk.

— Her, s cama, cama... — TOpOIUIMBO BhITIaNMIa eByIika. — Ceitvac. ..

[Tocnpimancs mopox — BUAUMO, 3T0 Bacunucuna oaesxa Hemisiiach 3a OCTpble Kpast 00J10M-
KOB, 3 KOTOPBIX COCTOSUIO €€ BpeMeHHoe yoexuiie. I1pomuto Heckoabko CEKyH, U U3-3a cepoi
OCTOHHOW TUIMTHI BHIIISTHYJIA CUMITaTHYHAast OnoHauHKa. Ee Oombinne xapue ria3a ¢ HHTepecoM
YCTaBWJIMCh HAa YEPHOBOJIOCOTO HAEMHUKA, J1a OH U CaM CMOTPEJT C HECKPHIBAEMBIM JFOOOTIBIT-
CTBOM: IIPU BUJI€ TAKUX JaIHBIX JI€BYILIIEK HEBOJIBHO BCIIOMHUHAEIIb, YTO Thl MY>KUYMHA HE TOJIHKO Ha
noje Opanu. A Bacunuca Obuia 1aiHOM BO BCEX CMBICIIAaX 3TOTO CJIOBA: OT CMa3JIMBON MOpPJAALIKU
JI0 CTPOHHOM (PUTyphl, KOTOPYIO UCTPENABLINIICS Hapsa TOJBKO MOTYEPKUBAIL.
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— Tak a Tl TyT Kak OKa3ajiach? — IVIs,/1s1 HA U30PBAHHbIE TEMHO-3EJIEHbIE IUTAHbl U TUIOTHYIO
KypTKy TOTO € I[BeTa, caepxaHHo crpocus Epmak. — HeuacTo s BcTpeuan B MOCKOBCKOM 30He
OJJMHOKHX JIEBYIIIEK. ..

Orer BoCIUTHIBAI HAEMHHKA I0CTATOUYHO CTPOT0, U YEPHOBOJIOCHIM HAEMHHUK C MJIaJIbIX HOT-
T yCBOWII, UTO JIOMyCKaTh (PPUBOIBHOCTEH B OOIICHUH C JaMaMH HE CTOUT.

— 1 He onuHOKas1, — ckazaya Bacunuca. — B cMbicie, nuta ciona He ogHa. Ho Oparsbs. ..

Ona 3anHynacek. [71a3a ee MOMEHTaIbHO HAMTOJHUIMCH CII€3aMU, U JIEBYILIKA IIOCIIEIIHO OITy-
CTHJIa FOJIOBY, 4TOOBI EpMak He 3aMeTHIT IPeAaTenbCcKoro 0yiecKa. .. HO OH, pa3yMeeTcsl, yKe 3aMe-
Tui. Jla 1 He ObUIO B TaKOM peaKMKU HUYETO MOCTHIHOTO.

— Moii 6part Toxke moru6 3aech, B YepTaHoBe, — HE MPUYMaB HAYETO JyUllle, yTPIOMO cKa3aj
YEepHOBOJIOCHIN HaeMHUK. — [IpokisiTas MockoBckas 30Ha. ..

—DOTO... HE COBCEM TO... — [T0Kayaa rojoBoi Bacuiunca, ykpaakoil oCMOTpEB Ha MYKUHHY
UCTIoI00bst. — OHU MHE OpaThsl... HE IO KPOBU OBLIH.

— HaszBanbie? — BoIrHy!1 OpoBb Epmaxk.

— W13 ogHOrO KynbTa, — MOMEUINB, OTBETUJIA JIEBYILIKA.

— Kynbra? — eme Gosbliiie yAUBUIICS YEPHOBOJIOCHII HAGMHUK.

Bacunuca oTkpsblia poT... 1a Tak ¥ 0cTajgach CTOATh, A Epmaky 3a criuHy. 3auHTEpeco-
BaHHBIN, OH TOXKE OOEpHYJICA U YBUJEN, YTO [ OpbIHBIY METOJUYHO, METP 3@ METPOM, HOKHPAET
yOUTYI0O «MHOTOHOXKKY». 3peiulie, CTOUT MPU3HATh, ObUIO HE U3 MPHUATHBIX, U TIOTOMY PEaKIIHs
Bacwncs! yxe He ka3anack Epmaky Takoi CTpaHHOM.

— Ilocrapaiics He oOpaliaTe Ha HETO BHUMaHMs, — CKa3ajl YEpPHOBOJOCHIH HAEMHHUK, CHOBA
NIOBOPAaYMBasCh K AeByIIKe. — VIM Beb TOKE HA/l0 MUTATHCS, MHAYE OHU CIOXHYT.

— Huxorna He noHumMana, kKak OHM YCTPOEHbI, — IpU3HaJIachk Bacwinca, crieniHo nepeBojs
B3I Ha coOeceqnuka. — [1o Buay x skene3Hble KOPOOKH € TOPSAILIMMU [NIa3aMHU. .. a JIFOAEH U HEO
3a4eM-TO XKPYT. A OHH, I10JIy4aeTCsl, TOXKE KHUBBIE. ..

—Hy na, s 1 cam panblie Kak-To. .. He 0c000 BHUKAI, — ipu3Haics Epmak. — [[pyr-aeiipomant
YTO-TO MBITAJICS OOBSACHUTH, HO 51 MAJIO YTO MOHSUI, €CJIM YECTHO. ..

— A KTO OHHU Takue BOOOIIE, 3TH HEe-PO...

— HeitpomaHTe1?

— Hy na. 910 TOXE 4TO-TO... Bpo1e KyabTa?

— Jla 1 TOJIKOM caM HE 3Har0 O HUX HMYEro, — HEyBEPEHHO MOXaJl IJIedaMy YEPHOBOJIOCHIN
HAa€MHUK. — 3HaI0 TOJILKO, YTO OHU MOTYT OMO yNpaBisATh, U BCE.

— A 3TO y HUX C pOXKIEHHSI WK TproOpeTeHHoe? — 3ayM4rBO Mpou3Hecia Bacuuca.

— IlpuobGperennoe, — ¢ TpynoM npunomumn Epmak. — Ilo kpaitHelt Mepe, y Moero npyra.
Kpacnoe nosne, Bce nena. ..

— On B Kpacnom none Ob11? — CHOBa OKpYIVIMIIA TIa3a JEBYIIKA. — ITO OH O0O0XKKEHHBIN 1
3JI0pPOBBIH, KaK HEO?

— Ha =er... Ero Tam Kak-To... KpaeMm 3alenuio, BUIUMO... — EpMak Bcerna HeBaKHELKHU
COYMHSUI Ha XOy. — BHeIlIHe HMUYeM OT Hac He OTJIIMYAEeTCs, B OOIIEM.

«Kpome 60pospbl, riama 1 AByX MUCTONEH», — T0OaBUII OH PO ceO0sl, He ’KeTasi pacCKa3bIBaTh
o I'pomo60e CIUIIIKOM MHOTO: X CTPAaHHOMY J1y3Ty ¢ «Parnropom» Hazo ObUT0 criemuTh K YepHOMY
Hemurento, noka bo He ymepia.

— A BbI KyJa yTh aepxkure? — crpocuina Bacunuca. — Wu npocto oxorurech?

— Hy, koHKpeTHO ceiiyac Mbl uaem K YepHomy mnoimo, rae xuser Llenurens, — noMeus,
npusHaicsa [ pomo0Ooii.

— K Yepnomy Lenurento? — Bapyr oxkuBuiach aepyiika. — Hano xe! Tor Oonen?

— He s1, HO... OMU3KUI MHE YeNIOBEK. .. cecTpa, — Oypkuyn Epmaxk.

OH He xoTen paccka3biBaTh Bacummce mpo obpamiennoro [eba, Tak uro bo B ero ucropun
BHE3AIMHO CTaja CECTPOM.
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«XoTs Kakas pazHHIa?..»

— A 4uto ¢ He#? — obecniokoeHo yrounuiia Bacunuca.

— Heo panunu. Tsoxeno, n1exxut 0e3 CO3HAHUS.

— A e xxe oHa?

— Ocranace B 10Me€, ¢ HEW — Ipyr-HEHPOMAHT. . .

— A mouemMy OH, a HE Thl? — YIUBUIIACH JEBYLIKA.

— OH — ee MyX.

«IIpaBay roBOpUTH TakK JIETKO U MPUATHO...»

— Hapno xe, xak Bce... 3aKkpy4eHo, — 3ameTuia Bacunuca.

B3z ee cran paccesHHBIM: BUIHO, OHA CHOBA IIEpEeBapUBalia yCIbIILIAHHOE.

— A TBI OTKYz1@ 3Haeub npo YepHoro Llenurens? — BOCIOIb30BaBIIMCH 3aMUHKON colece-
HULIBI, IONHTEpecoBajcsa Epmaxk.

— Hy xax xe? MbI TyT, B UepTaHoBe, HICTIOKOH BEKOB KMBEM, 4aCTO K HEMY 00paIlaguch 3a
HOMOIIIBIO. ..

— W on uto, momoran? — oxxuBuics Epmaxk.

OroHek HaJeX/1bl CHOBAa Hayajl MEAJIEHHO, HO BEPHO pa3roparhcsi y Hero B ayuie. Heyxro
Epmaky moBe3no BCTpeTUTh AEBYIIKY, 3HAIOILYI0, Kak BbI3BaTh UepHoro LlenuTensa Ha pasroBop?
BosmoxHo, nmocne ciyduBierocs ¢ Ime6om cynp0a Bce-Taku peluia BHIIPABUTH OalaHC MEXKIY
YEpHBIM U OenbIM?

«He crnass!..»

— KoneuHo, — sHepruuHo kuBHyna Bacunuca.

«Jal»

— Ckaxu, Kak JI0 Hero JOCTy4arbcsi? — B MOPBIBE 3MOLMI MOAABILKCH BIIEPEN U CXBATUB
JEBYLIKY 3a Iie4H, cripocut Epmak. — Modto, ckaxku! S yke TpHKIbl XOIUIJI K 3TOMY MPOKIISITOMY
UepHoMy 110J10, OpaJl BO BCIO IIOTKY, IPUBJIEKas BHUMAHUE MYTOB... HO OH TaK U HE BbIIIET KO
MHE, Ja)Ke HOCa HapyXy He rmokaszan!

— A THI... IPAaBUJIHHO €TO BBI3BIBAJI? — HECKOJILKO OTICIINB OT TaKOW OypHOH peakiuu, 0CTO-
pokHO cpocwiia Bacuinca.

— Hy... He 3Har0... a Kak — npaBWIbHO? — pacTepsiHHO npodopmoTtan Epmak. — S x He B
Kypce Jake, KaK BbI3bIBaTh. ..

— Hy, kto-T0 Benp Tebe pacckazan npo Yepnoro llenurens? [lomymana, MOXET, OH U PO
puUTyan ynoMsHyI. ..

— Jla MHe-TO Mpo HETo, HE MOBEPHUILIb, KPbLIaH MOJIYAOXJIbIM CKa3all, — XMBIKHYJI MY>KUHHA.

— Otuero X He MOBepro? — MmoXxana IuieyaMu JeByIlika. — Mo# Opar... Hy, HACTOSIIHIA. ..
bnaromup ero 3Bath... Toxke OT KpbuiaHa mpo Llenutens y3nan. Toinbko He aObl OT Kakoro, a OT
camoro Otna Berpa.

Epmax 3amep. Ilotom memieHHO yOpasl pykKd M, OIyCTHB HMX, HEOyMEHHO YCTAaBHJICS Ha
Bacunucy.

—I[ocroii-ka, — cka3ana 4epHOBOJIOCHIN HAeMHUK. — To ecTh TBOM Opart biiaromup. .. o61iaercs
¢ Otom Betpa?

— Hy, «obmaercs» — 310 CHIIBHO CKa3aHo, — NpoTsHyaa Bacunmca. — Ha moelt mamsatu Orery
BCETO JIBAXKIIBI SBJISUICS K HaM JIMYHO, a 3arOBapUBaJl U BOBCE JUIIb pa3. OOBIYHO 3a KepTBOU
IPUJIETANIN €0 MOJAJIaHHBIE. . .

— 3a yem? 3a kepTBOI? — NOMOPUIUBIINCH, tepecnpocui Epmak. — Tol ceifuac o uem? Bol
€My KEepTBbI IPUHOCUTE?

— Hy na, — noxas nneuamu, ckasana aeBylika. — Mbl Beab eMy U noksonsiemcs. Kynst Otia
Bertpa.
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Epmak He Buzaen cebst co CTOPOHBI, HO IIpeAroarall, 4To ero niasa rnocie npuzHanus Bacu-
JIMCHI CAETany Kyza OoJbIle U KPyIJIei, YeM y Hee HECKOIBKO MUHYT Ha3ajl, KOIzia OHa yBHJeNa
XKpyuero 1 opsiHbI4A.

«Kynsr OTnia Berpa!..»

«PanTop» mo3aiu rpoMKO KIIAIHyI 3y0aMHy U 3aTHX — BUIUMO, JOEJ ITOCIIEAHNN KyCOK «MHO-
TOHOXKW».

I'pomo6o0ii cuaen u HeOTphIBHO cMOTpel Ha bo. 3a Bce TO Bpemsi, UTO MPOIILTIO C MOMEHTA
yxona Epmaka, oHa Tak M HE MOMEHsJIA 03I, HE BCXJIMIIHYJIA, HO, IO KpalHE! Mepe, Abliana
Oosee-MeHee poBHO. beaHblit HellpoMaHT OosuIcA JUIIHUNA pa3 MpuKacaThCs K ee Teny. MbIcib
0 TOM, YTO XEHY NMPUAETCS KaKUM-TO 00pa30M KOPMUTh, €CIM CHACUTEIbHAs MUCCHUS 3aTSIHETCS,
BbIOMBaja U3 paBHOBECUSI.

«JlaBaii sxe, Epmak!.. Halimu cioco0 BbI3BaTh 3T0T0 NpokisaTroro Yepnoro Lenurens!..»

Bapyr co croponsl Bxozaa nociaslmanuck mard. [')pomo0oii BcTpenenyscst 1 NepeKItoIuiIcs
Ha Pyxusiib, 1a0bl B3DISIHYTh Ha IPOUCXOAIIEE IIa3aMU podoTa.

Bopwmsbl. Tpoe. Kak 00bIYHO Ipsi3HbIE UM NOTpENaHHbIE, CIOBHO «PeKkcoM» MOXKEBaHHbIE U
BBIIIIOHYTHIE.

«Ecnu Ob1 y 610 Obl1a Ope3muBOCTb, OHU Obl HUKOTAA HE B3sau DTO cebe B macTb», —
IIOlyMaJI HEUPOMAHT.

OH c niennoi 6pocwit Pyxisine B ataky, O3BOJIMB €My J€JIaTh BCE YTO AyIIIE YTOAHO, M CTalb-
HOM «Iayk» OXOTHO B3sjIcs 3a Jieno. [lepBoro Bopma oH crped s1anamu 1 OyKBajIbHO LIEJIMKOM CY/I0-
POXKHO 3aTOJIKAN B MACTh. BTOpOi M TpeTwid, He kKelas pa3fAeiuTh Cynbp0y coOpara, OpOoCHIHCH
OBUIO HayTeK, HO OMO OBUI CIMIIKOM TOJIOACH, YTOOBI BOT TaK 3allPOCTO MX OTIYCKaTh. BeICTpO
NEPECTaBIIsisl CBOM TOHKUE, HO CUJIbHBIE HOTU, PyXJisiib JOrHaJI BOPMOB M CHEC OJHOMY M3 HHMX
TOJIOBY TIPaBBIM MEYOM. 3areM, OPOCHB TEJO MCTEKaTh KPOBBIO, CTAIBHOM «IIayK» TOMYACS 32
HOCJIEAHUM O€IVIELIOM U, TPOTKHYB €r0 HaCKBO3b IPYTUM KIIMHKOM, IPUHSIICS €CTh €70, HE CHUMAs
— OyaTO KYCOK Msica C BepTera.

«nTepecHo, a [eba Ha0 KOPMHUTH WIIA HET?» — BAPYT nogyMai [ pomoOoii.

JlumHui pa3 cImyckKarbes B MOJBAT HE XOTENOCh, HO HelipomaHT moobeman Epmaky 3a00-
TUTBHCS O MYTHPOBABILIEM ChIHE, U IOTOMY OOpozaay Benen Pyxisau nputanurs B JOM 00€3I1aB-
JIEHHOE TEeJI0 MOCJIETHETO YIIEJIEBIIEr0 BOPMA, U «CEPB» pa3BEpPHYJICA BOKPYT CBOEH ocu 1 moOpen
K TPYILY, Ha X0y JOKEBbIBask KPOBABYIO «3aKyCKY».

OTKITIOYMBIIUCH OT I3 «raykay, [ poMo0oil momHsuIcs ¢ mona u modpen K 3aBairy, Ja0bl
OTKPBITH JIIOK. [10IyTHO OH Halymana B KapMaHe KJIx04, OCTaBIeHHbIM EpMakoM. KpoXoTHBI Kyco-
YeK MeTaJljla yCIel MOTEMJIETh U TeNepb MPUSITHO TPEIl MajbIbl.

«Ilox x1aMoOM, TOBOPHILB, KPBIIIKA. . .»

Pyxusinb Mex TeM yKe 10€e IPEeAIOCIIeTHEr0 BOpMa U TENEPh BOJIOYUII OCIEIHETO KO BXOLY
B pa3BajvHbl. [ poMOOOH, CIOPO PacCUMCTUB 3aBajl, OOHAPYKUJI 3aBETHYIO KPBIIIKY M B3SIICS 3a
3amoK. Kittod ¢ HeOOBbIKHOBEHHOM JIETKOCTHIO TOBEPHYJICS B CKBAYKUHE, UTO, BIIPOYEM, OBLIIO COBEP-
IIEHHO HEMYZIPEHO, €CJIM Ha MUI MPEJICTaBUTh, Kak yacTo EpMak cryckascs BHU3, YTOOBI ITPOBE-
JlaTh CBOEr0 MYTUPOBABLIETO ChIHA U MOJKUHYTh €My HEMHOI'O Msica Ha 00e].

«Yeprt, naxe He 3HAIO, 4TO OBI 51 Jenait, eciu 061 bo nmpeBparuiack B HEO», — HEBOJIIBHO TIO/TY-
mast ['(poM0o00i#i, OTKHIBIBASI B CTOPOHY KPHIIIIKY JIFOKA.

Ta ¢ rpoxorom 00pyiIMIack Ha 0OJOMKH CEpPOro KUpIHUYa, U HEMPOMAHT HEBOJIBHO CMOp-
IIAJICS M TPOMKO CKPHUITHYI 3y0aMu: 3a MBICISIMA OH KaK-TO HE MOAYMAaJl, YTO €ro pediueKTop-
HOC JIBIDKCHHUE MOBJICYET 332 COOO0M Takoi myM. BTsHyB rojoBy B 1uieun, [ poM0o0Oo# moBepHYIICS
K JIEXKAaKYy, I7Ie OCTABHJI )KEHY...
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Her. Huuero. /laxke He menoxHymnace, kaxxercs. Kak yiexana, Tak v J1eKUT. biaro, XoTs rpyab
€ABa 3aMCTHO B3AbIMACTCA U OITYCKACTCA — 3HAYUT, AbIIINUT, 3HAYUT, CIIC KUBA.

«EBme...»

[Ipokinaras cyap0a yke CTONBKO pa3 cTaBWiia kHU3HU [ pomo0bos u ero mo0umMoil cynpyru
IO/ YTpO3y, YTO OH YK€ co cueTa cOmics. bo mpomnanana u3 ero »KU3HU, TOTOM HAaXOAMIACh, HO
JIOJITO HE y3HaBaja (CKa3bIBaJIUCh BHIKpyTachl KpacHOro mosst cMepTH)... 3aTeM, Mociie KOPOTKOM
" JOBOJIBHO 0e3MATEKHON NEPCABIIIKHA, €€ MOXUTUIIN HIAMBI, ITOCJIC €/IBa HC IPUKOHYMIIA CUAMBI. . .

«U BOT — omsATH!..»

I'pomo6o0ii moHMMAaI, YTO BCE TaK M KUBYT B HBIHEITHEM MUpPE — OT Oenibl K Oesie, B OT4asIH-
HOU TOTBITKE HE yMepeTb. Ho oH momo3peBait, 4To OOJIBIIMHCTBO JaBHO ObI YK€ OKOYYPHIIOCH OT
npoOieM, Momo0HBIX TeM, YTO nepexuin oHu ¢ bo. He pa3 u He nBa I'pomo06oro kazanock, 4To
3amac yJa4d ucuepriaH ¥ HelpoMaHT J100 yMpET caM, TMOO0 MoTepsieT JTIOOUMYIO KEHY .. .

He xorenoch nymars, 4To ceiiuac HacTal UMEHHO MaKoti MOMEHT.

C3aau mocbImaics 3ByK, OyTO MEIIOK C IECKOM PYXHYJI Ha 1oJ1. [ pomMo0oii ¢ eH110#1 orisi-
HYJICS M YBUJIEII TPYII BOPMA, KOTOPBIN KaTWIICS K HEMY, HEJIETIO PACKUHYB pykH. HelipomaHT mpo-
CTO OTCTYIHJI B CTOPOHY, II03BOJIUB OKPOBABJICHHOMY TEIy OpOIsSTH-MyTa MPOBATUTHCS B TEMHE-
OLIHIA 3€B OTKPBITOTO JIFOKA. J{0’/TaBIIMCh OYepPEeTHOTO XapaKTepHOTO 3ByKa — C KOTOPHIM BOPM
npu3eMITHIICs, — [ poMOOOI HBIPHYI B JIFOK CIIEIOM 32 TIOKOMHHUKOM.
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KoHel o3HakomuTtenbHoro doparmeHTa.

Tekct npenoctabien OO0 «JlutPecy.

[IpounTaiite 3Ty KHUT'Y LEJIUKOM, KYIIUB IIOJIHYIO JerajabHy0 Bepcuto Ha JIutPec.

Bbe3omacHo omnarute KHUTY MO>KHO OaHKOBCKOM KapToit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cueta
MoOMIBHOTO TenedoHa, ¢ IIaTexHoro TepMunana, B caione MTC unu CsasHol, uepe3 PayPal,
WebMoney, Annexc.densru, QIWI Komenek, 60HyCHbIMM KapTaMH WU APYTrUM ynoOHbIM Bam
CII0COOOM.
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