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Mponor

[Tocnennuit myu 3akara CKpbUICS 3a TOPU30HTOM, OCTAaBJsS 3a COOOW MaJTMHOBBIN cren,
MOCTENEHHO CTUPAIOIINNCS 32 CHHUMH Ma3KaMu 00J1akoB. TeMHOTa HakaThIBajia OBICTPO, KaK BCe-
I7a B 9THX IIMPOTaX, 3aXBaThIBas BCe OObIe U OobIie Tepputoprn. KaMeHHBINH OaTKOH MATKUM
MOKPBIBAJIIOM OKYTaJIM CYMEPKH, CKpPbIBasi €ro 0To Beex. Crofa NpakTHYeCKU HEe TOHOCUIIMCH rojloca
CHYIOIIIMX BHHU3Y TOJI, HE J0JIETAaIN UCKPHI CBeTa U Maruu. HUKTo ObI 1axke He OAyMaJ MOIHATh
TOJIOBY, YTOOBI TIOTIBITATHCSA YBHUJIETH I7Ie-TO HA BBICOTE IMOJIETA 3aCThIBIINE TeMHbIE purypsl. Jla
u 3auem?

— Bce uzer no mnany.

— Touno? MoKeT, CTOMT YTO-TO M3MEHUTH? 3Haellb, MHE KaK-TO JKajb €e€...

— Her. Bce uaeansHno. 5 xxay He JOXKTyCh TOTO MOMEHTA, KOTJ]a OH YBHJIUT HAC U BCE y3HAET!
Oco3znaer!

— 3Haro. — TsoKenbIi B3I0X CPBIBACTCS OOJIAYKOM T1apa.

— ComueBaembcs?

— Kak Bcerna.

— He crout. Ilotepnu, ckopo Bce 3akoHuMTcs. Jlydine mocMmoTpu, Kakas kpacota! Hare
Haciuegue. ..

['ne-to BHM3Y packuHyscs npekpacHsblii ropoa Juan. OH cBepKasl KpaCKaMU U OTHSIMU, KU U
pazmoBacs, He oOpalas BHUMaHUS HA TEHU, 3aMepIlre B 0e3MOJIBUH [JIe-TO BBICOKO, B HEOCTYI-
HBIX OalIHAX JBOpIIA...
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maBa 1

AJIBIN JTyd 3aKaTa BOPOBATO CKOJIB3HYJ CKBO3b JIpOXKAIIKE MO MOPbIBAMU BETpa OETOCHEXK-
HBIC TIOJIM U KPOBAaBOM KaIlIel CKaTUJICS BHU3 0 O€I0CHE)KHOU po3e. CHUMBOJIUYHO U OYCHb Kpa-
CUBO, €CIT HE 3HaTh BCEX MPUYMH. Pagy 4ero roToBUTCS CTOJNb MBIIIHOE U Ooratoe yOpaHCTBO
3aJI0B, IOYEMY THICAYM KMBBIX LIBETOB CBUTHI B TUPJISH/BI U Pa3BEILIaHbl 110 3aJlaM U KOPUI0paM
Y 3a4€M JIECSITKA MaroB KOJIJIYIOT HaJ KaXJAbIM YTOJIKOM.

CepebpucThbie 3Be3/1bI Ha TOTYHOYHOM OapXxare CBEpKHY/IH B I1a3ax 3ayMYHUBO IPUCIOHUB-
nIeiics K KOJIOHHE JeBYIIKU. JIerkuit apomar po3 U CUpeHH J1ackall OOOHSHHE, OTBIIEKasi OT Oe3pa-
JIOCTHBIX MBICJIEH, TO3BOJISISI XOTh HA MUT OTBJIEUbCS OT CYEThI OCIEIHUX MOJIyTOpa MecsieB. OHa
TaK ycrana...

— Munenu, Bac oxugaet jeepa Jlammo!

— braropapio, — yneiOHyIach TepIOTHHS U, BHOBb IPEBPATUBIINCH B BETMKOCBETCKYIO JISH,
MOIIBIIA B CBOY ITOKOH.

CeronHs e TOJDKHBI ObUTH TTPUHECTH 3aKa3aHHbBIC K MEPONPHATHAM IUIaThs — BCE TPHU: HA
BCTpeuy rocTeid, Ha TOMOJIBKY U Ha Mpa3IHOBaHKUE MaJIoro 00psiaa. 3a 3TH HeJlelId UMIIEPaTop Tak U
HEe U3MEeHMI cBoero MHeHus. [Ipunnecce Mpuranuu HaAIeKUT BBIATH 3aMyK. .. YTO OBbI 1O 3TOMY
MOBOAY HH TyMallu cama JeByIIKa, ee MaTh win Opart. immeparop Ob11 HenpekiIoHeH. Bo3moxHO,
BO MHOTOM H3-3a TOTO, 4YTO MOTHUO €Ie OJUH T'Bapjeell U3 JIMYHON cTpaku mmmeparopa. [Ipen-
MOCIEHUNA U3 cTaporo cocrtaBa. Octajics elle OAWH JEHTEeHaHT u caM kanuTaH OpoH. bonbiie
HuKoro. Bipouewm, eciu Ob1 He OXpaHHbIE 3aKJIMHAHMS, YCTAHOBIIEHHBIE AMHIIIECTOM, TO U 3TUX OBl
JBOMX yxe HemocuuTanuch. CrnycTs ABe HEAeNnu Mocie rudenu JiedTeHaHTa cpaboTan AeTeKTop
SIIOB, BbIIAHHBIX OpOHY, a CIyCTH e1lie TPU — OXpaHa 3auKcupoBaa MosBICHUE BO ABOPIIE YeIO-
BeKa ¢ omacHbIM apredakrom. Ero Torna, KoHeuHO, CXBaTUIIU, HO BOT TOJIKY... beqHsra okasancs
MIPOCTHIM TOPTOBLIEM, KOTOPBI 3HATh HE 3HAET, KaK U 3a4€M OKa3aJics BO JABOpIie. ENMHCTBEHHOE,
YTO MMOMHUJI, 3TO TO, YTO €MY HaJl0 HANTH JIESWTEHAHTa UMIIEpAaTOPCKOil reapAanu. OnsaTh Marus. ..

Bnpouewm, Ha o61ieM GoHe cyMaToxu COOBITHS OCTANNChH MOYTH HE3aMETHBIMU. 3a MOCTE/-
HUE MoJaTopa Mecsna Jlec mpakTudecku He crana. PaboTel BMUT CBAIMIIOCH CTOJIBKO, YTO CTPAIITHO
ObLIO TIpeacTaBuTh. HaunHas OT mpuBeAeHUS B MOPSIOK TOCTEBBIX KOMHAT, 3aKaHYMBasl yCTAHOB-
KOW TOTIOTHUTENBHBIX MOpTanoB. aen AMunecTsl BbI3BaIU OJOOPEHHUE U Y MApKU3a, U Yy UMIIe-
paropa, TaK 4TO MPHUILUIOCH IOTPATUTH MMOYTH HEJENIO HA UX OPraHU3aLHUI0. 3aTO TENeph YPOBEHb
OXpaHbl TOBBICUJICS B pa3bl.

I'epuoruns Meranace o JBOPILY, MbITAACh BCE YCIETh U MPOKOHTPOIUPOBaTh. Bo3MokHO,
3TOro OBI HE TOHAIOOMIIOCH, €CJTU OBl HE ITOCTOSIHHBIC TTOTIBITKH caboTaxa uMmrneparpuiieii. Muna-
CTacus OTKa3bIBAJIACH IPUHSATH PEIICHUE MY>Ka, CUUTAsSL, YTO €CJIH YK €€ I04€pPHU U HAJJIEKUT BBITU
3aMyX, TO MyCTh 3TO OyneT XOTs Obl TOT, KTO el HpaBuTcs. OT BUIa caMOro MpeArnoaaraeMoro
xeHunxa Mpuranus ABoe CyTOK OHIIach B UCTEpUKE, IIOKA MMIIEPATOp HE BBIAEPKal U HE Bejel
Kaitnapy npuMeHUTh K HEHl Maruio.

Mapku3 Ha yAuBIEHHUE JIETKO U TApPMOHUYHO BIUCAJICS B OMMKHMI KpyT umneparopa. Equn-
CTBEHHBIH, KTO BBICKa3bIBaJI HEMIPHUATHE JIOP/IA, ObLIT TONBKO ACTHMHAH, HO TaM CKOpEee BCETo Obliia
npuyuHa B camoii Jlec. [IpuHIl GombIiie He TOBOPHII O CBOUX HAMEPEHHSIX B OTHOLLICHUU JIEBYIIKH,
HO BCSKHH pa3 MoYepKUBa 0c000€ K HEel OTHOIIICHUE, ObUT TAIAHTCH, BHUMATEJICH B 00asITCIICH.
O ero gaBopHuTKaX TOXXE HE OBIJIO HUYETO CJIBIIITHO, TAK YTO €CJIM OHU M OBLIH, TO JIec 0 HUX HMYero
He 3Hana. /la u He xoTena 3HaTh, o npasnae. Eil 0b1 pazobparbes ¢ Jlamucom u Kaiinapowm... O6a
MY>KYHUHBI, K&XKIBIH MO-CBOEMY, 3aTPOHYIIU €€ Cepjlle, U JesiaTh 00JbHO OHAa HE XOTeJla HUKOMY
u3 HuX. [IpaBna, B mocieaHee BpeMs ObLIO HE 10 JUYHOM >kM3HU. VIM BCeM TPOUM MPUXOIUIIOCH
paboTarh CTOIBKO, UTO OHU OYKBAJIBHO PacMoI3aIucCh MO0 KOMHATaM, Majasi 3aMepTBO.
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Ho BoT celiuac Bce mpakTuyecky 3akOHYMIIOCH. Bee, yTo MokHO ObLI10, — yike crenano. Her,
KOHEYHO, BCET/Ia MOXKHO HAWTH, 4TO AO0pabOTaTh, HO MPEIyCMOTPETh Bce HEBO3MOXKHO. Jlaxe Jlec
CO CBOEH NIETaHTUYHOCTHIO 3TO NoHMMa1a. [loatomy erie B caMom Havalie OTpaTuiia HOYTH LIETbIN
JIeHb, HO pa3paloTaia JAeTajbHbII IIaH padoThl. 1 BOT Temeph OHA C YHCTHIM CEpPIIEM CMOIJIA
BBIUEPKHYTh NOCIEAHUHI MYHKT. OCTaI0Ch TOJIBKO IPUMEPUTH IJIaThsl U OTIOXHYTh, 4YTOOBI 3aBTpa
HE ynacTh B 0OMOPOK IOCPEIH MpHeMa.

— JloOpwiii neHs, neepa. Panga Bac BUIETh, — YIBIOHYIaCh AMIJIECTa, BXO/S B TIOKOH.

[TopTHMXa TYT 7K€ BCKOYMIIA, OTBELIMBAs BEKIIMBBIN ITOKJIOH. JKEHIIMHA 32 TOCIIEHUI MECSIL]
OKOHYATEJIbHO MIPHUHSLIA pellIeHre paboTaTh Ha T€PLIOTMHIO U PETYIISIPHO MOSIBIISATIACH, PACCKa3bIBast
IIOCJIeIHAE HOBOCTH. BOT M ceiuac, packiiajapiBas nepes Jlec miares, 0Ha HETEPIENIUBO MEPEMHU-
HaJlach ¢ HOTH HA HOTY, KOCSICh Ha CBOMX ITOMOITHMII.

— 5 Toxxe cuacTiuBa BUAETH Bac, MUJIEIU, — )KEHIIIMHA €I1I€ pa3 MpUCeNa B PEBEPAaHCE U KUB-
HyJ1a MOMOIIHMIIAM, — BOT BAlllU TIAThsl.

— 0! Jleepa Hemnna, notpsicaronie! — HICKpeHHE MPOU3HECIA JIEBYIIIKA, PA3IIIsAIbIBAsT HAPSIIbL.

[InaTeeB OBLIO TpU: HA BCTPEUY rOCTEH, HA MOMOJIBKY M Ha 3aKIIFOYUTEIILHOE MTPa3THOBAHHUE
noclie nposeseHus: Majaoro oopsiia. [lepoe ObLIO0 MAKCHUMAJIBHO CTPOTOE — 30JIOTHCTBIH aTiac ¢
YEpHO BBIIIKMBKOMN U IUTPUHAMHU I10 BCEMY KOPCaXxy, CIyCKalOLUIMMUCs HUxKe Ha Oenpa. [lupokue
pyKaBa, MOJHOCTbIO COTKAHHBIE U3 KPY)KEB, UyTh-UyTh CMAJAIOT C Ijieda. Bropoe muarbe ObLIO
JIBOWHBIM: BepxHee — OOpAOBOE € Y3KUMH pyKaBaMH, IITyOOKHUM JEKOJIbTE, Ha TAIUU TIepeXBaucH-
HO€ MACCHBHBIM IOSICOM U3 KPacHOI'O 30JI0Ta U pyOMHOB, a [10Jl HUM OpPaH)XE€BO-KpPacHOE, IIEJIKO-
BOE, UTPAIOLIEE Pa3HBIMU PUCYHKaMH U KpacKaMU B 3aBUCUMOCTH OT cBeTa. M TpeTbe — IMMOHHOE
¢ cepedpom. CeTKka MOKPHIBAET PYKH, IIJIEYU U IPY/lb, C BODOTHUKOM CTOMKOM, a OT IpyAu OHO 0e3
KOpceTa HUCMAJaeT MATKUMHU BOJIHAMU JI0 CaMOTO0 110J1a, MepIiasi POCCHIIbIO aJIMa30B.

— Jleepa, MHE HE TEpIUTCS MPUMEPUTH ITO Benukojenue! /[eBylky, MOJOXKAUTE 3a JABeE-
phlo, —Belena Jlec, npuMepuBasch K nepBoMy IiaThlo. IlycTh ayuliie ee cuuTaroT U3IUIIHE CKPOM-
HOH, YeM ITOTOM HaYHYT TOBOPUTH, YTO OHA COOMPAET CILJICTHH.

[IpaBna, Amunecrte nake HUYEro CIpallinBaTh He NMpUILIOCh. CTOMIIO 3aKpBIThCS ABEPH,
oTpe3as MOMOIIHUII OT HUX, KaK MOPTHHXA caMma Hayaja paccka3blBaTh. M 4TO ee BEIM4ECTBO B
SIPOCTH, TIOCKOJIBKY, ITPHJIs BUEPA BEUEPOM K CYNpPYTY, 3acTajia TaM AMaJiaHy, ¥ 4TO BO JIBOPILIE YXKe
JIeJIaloT CTaBKU, OyzieT 11 Ha npueme O0apoHeT fpao, KakoBa MPUYMHA €r0 BBICBUIKM U3 IBOpLIA U
KTO e OyZIeT CyIpyroM NpuHUECCHI... Jlec 1uuis Monua ciyiana 1 npuMmepsiia IuiaThs, OTMeuas
npo ceOst MHTEPECHBIE M HE OueHb (akThl. B m000M ciyuae ieepa oka3anach IpOCTO HE3aMEHH-
MBIM HCTOYHHUKOM CIIyXOB U CIUIETEH.

— A eme Buepa sneau FOnmaH3a ycrpousa ckaHaan ero BbicouecTBy. llpencrasnsere, oHa
00BHHMJIA €TO B TOM, 4TO...

JoroBoputs, B yem neau KOnuan3a oOBMHMIIA NpUHIIA, TIOPTHHXA HE ycnena. Paznasmniics
CTYK B JIBE€pb IpEpBaJl INIAMEHHYIO p€db, SBUB HEMHOI'O HEPBHUYAIOIILYIO XapaHy.

— I'ocnoxa, mpoIry MpoIeH s, YTO IPEPHIBAI0, HO BAC CPOYHO MPOCHUT NMPHOBITH €ro BEJU-
YECTBO B KaOWHET.

— Xopomo, Xapana. Jleepa Hema, Hapsabl BeIUKONIENHbI. Bbl, Kak BCEraa, BBIIIE BCAKUX
noxBaJl. A ceiluac npoury MeHsl U3BUHUTb.

— Koneuno, munenu. Henb3st 3acTaBisTh €ro BeIM4ecTBO kaaTh. M s cuacTiuBa, 4TO BaM
HOHPABUJIMCh MOU CKPOMHBIE TPY/IbL.

— He mpubenusiitecs, neepa. Xapana, mo3ad0ThCsi O TOCTIOXKE.

N Jlec nocnemmna npoys. Jleepa nopTHuxa Nopoi MoIvia 4YacaMmu IUIECTH Kpy»keBa Onaro-
JIAPHOCTEW M M3BUHEHMM, YTOMIISISI TEPLUOTMHIO CBOEH CIIOBOOXOTIMBOCTBIO. Tak 4ToO cerlyac oHa
naxke OblIa paja, uTo €€ BbI3BAJIM, XOTS TEIEPb MOYKHO ObUIO MONPOIIATHCS ¢ MATKOM MOCTENbIO
U ropsiuuM ykuHoM. O mpuuMHE BbI30Ba K umreparopy Jlec naxe He rajana, U Tak Bce ObLIO
HOHSITHO.
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HenoHsATHBIM 0Ka3a710Ch TOJIBKO TO, YTO B KAOMHETE TIOMHMO CaMOT'0 UMIIEPaTopa OKa3aich
COBETHUK U IVIaBa TailHOW KaHuessspuu. Hu cexperaps, HM KanuTaHa JIMYHOW IBapAHMH, HU Map-
KH3a. ..

— JloOpwIii Beyep, — MO310pOBajIach IEBYIIKA U YK€ MPUBBIYHO YCENach B OAHO U3 Kpecel
OKOJIO KaMuHa. BoT y’ke Kak ¢ Mecsil] 3T0O MECTO HUKTO HE 3aHUMaJl, 10 KAKOMY-TO MOJIYaJIUBOMY
COIVIaCHIO OCTABUB €ro 3a Hell. Jlec 3To GpIcTpO 3aMeTnIIa 1 oLy THUIIAa HEBOJIbHYIO OJ1aro1lapHOCTh
K MY>XYUHaM, TaK 9yTKO 3a00TAIHUMCS 0 ee KoMpopTe. — UTO-TO CITydmIIoch?

— Her, — ormaxHyncst Aypuas 1 ycTajao HOoTep JIMLO pyKaMu, — IPOCTO XO4y €llie pa3 yJo-
CTOBEPUTHCS HAIIOCJIEOK, YTO HUUETO HE YITyCTUIIH.

— He Bonnyiics, — msrko ynbiOHyncst Jlomac, — Tl yxe u Tak nodepHen. Emie He xBaraio,
9T0OBI, IS/ HA TeOs, HAIIM TOCTU MOAYMAaJlM, YTO B CTpaHe Oela, W PelIwiv JApy>KHO Ha Hac
HarfacTb.

— Sl Mory nmath BaMm MmapodKy 3enui, — 3ametmia Jlec, — u 3aBrpa Oynere B hopme.

— A naBaii! — MaxHyn pykoil ummneparop. — Ykac, sl 3a MOCJEIHIOI HEAENI0, 10-MOEMY,
B0OOI111E He criall. TonbKO U 1ymaro, MPaBUIIbHO JIU 1 HOCTYIIHIL. . .

— Jlymaemns, 3aniepets Mputanuro B 1aapHeM noMecThe Oyaet ayuinre? — Gpuipkayn [eBop. —
Aypwuas, oHa npuHiiecca. Tbl cam ee Tak BocnuTal. ¥ Hee ecTb 00s13aHHOCTH. U Thl HE MOXelb
BOT TakK B35Th U BCE OTMEHHTH. 3aBTpa yxe npulymyt roctu! Ho nemo maxe He B 3TOM, a B TOM,
YTO JI€BOYKA Hayaja cpeiBaThesl. Kak gymaenib, HACKOIBKO €€ XBaTUT?

— Jla 3naro s1! Ter MHE 00 3TOM yXxe nBa Mecsna OyoHumb. .. Ho s oten! S xouy, yToO6I MOsS
noub Obu1a cuactiauBa!l Heyxenn Henmb3st 3TOro noHsITh?!

— DTO MOXHO... — CAYJICS COBETHHK M KaK-TO 3aTPABJIEHHO IIOCMOTpPE] Ha IE€pLOTMHIO U
I'epra. — BOT TOJIBKO YTO MOXHO CAENaTh?

— Hy... — octopoxHO nporsHyia Jlec, — B IpuHIUIIE €CTh OAUH BapHaHT. Ha Hem kpaitHe
HAcTauBaeT €€ BEJIMYECTBO, [IPaB/a, 51 HE 3Hal0, KAK Bbl K 3TOMY OTHECETECH.

— U xakoit?

— IIpuBopoT, — ckoH(ykeHHO TPOOOPMOTAaIIa AEBYIIKA U O’KUIAEMO MOITy4Ha TPU HaCMell-
JUBBIX (BIPKA.

— Xenmunsl! Bce 651 BaM npuBOpaxuBarh!

— Ecnn otkpoercst — Oyzner ckaHjall, — NpeaocTeper Bcex 30pac, MOMYABIINNA ¢ MOMEHTA
IPUXO0/1a TEPLOTUHHU.

— He otkpoetcs! S HaBena cpaBku, Kak Mar OH MOCPEJCTBEHHbIN, KHSDKECKHM poA crerua-
JU3UPYETCS] HA HEKPOMAHTHUH, a M IPUBOPOTHI ObIBAIOT pa3Hble. ECTh Ha KpOBU U 10 CMEPTH, €CTh
Ha CTPacTh, €CTh HA BOBHUKHOBEHUE J1I0OBU. KaxxeTcs, BbI TOBOPUIIN, YTO Y HETO HET (paBOPUTKHU?
3HAYUT, MOYKHO CJI€JIaTh IPUBOPOT Ha BOZHUKHOBEHUE JIFOOBH.

— O10 Kak?

— HocrarouHo npocto. CMBICI B TOM, YTO €CJIM HET CEPhE3HBIX MEMIAIONNX (PaKTOpOB, TO
JOJIU, HaXOosAIKecst OM3KO ¥ MMEIOIIME UHTUMHbBIE OTHOILIEHUS, TOCTETIEHHO IPUBSKYTCSI IPYT K
JpyTY, a IOCJI€ HAUHYT UCIBITHIBATH JIFOOOBb. Takol MPUBOPOT UCIIOIB3YIOT PENIKO, TAK KaK CJIMII-
KOM MEIJIEHHO, HO B JAHHOM cllydae oH onpasiaH. K ToMmy ke ero HeBO3MOXHO OOHApPYKUTb.

— A BBI HE CIIHMIIKOM CaMOYBEpEHHBI, Jenu? — 3opac ObUT HACTPOEH CKenTuiecku. Jla, oH
npu3HaBai TananT Jeau [laoH, HO pUCK ObLT BEJTUK.

— Hu B xoeit Mepe, — ycmexnynach Jlec. — Kak s yxe roBopuina, g moo0uianack ¢ npenoja-
BaTeJIsIMU MapKu3a, U OHU MOATBEPIMIH, YTO, KPOME HEKPOMAHTHH, BCE OCTAJIbHbIE Marnyeckue
CIIOCOOHOCTH Pa3BUTHI MEHbIIE cpeiHero. @aBOPUTKHU Y HETO HET, Bbl caMU ITpoBepsuin. Jla u npe-
JIECTh 3TOTO NIPUBOPOTA B TOM, YTO OH JEMCTBYET MEIJIEHHO U HE MEHSET Xapakrep uenaoseka. Hu
y KOT'0 U BOIPOCa HE BO3HUKHET, UTO YEPEe3 ol MapKu3 MOIIOOUT CBOIO MOJIOAYIO XeHy. JleByiika
KpacuBa, MoJIo/1a, 00pa3oBaHHa. Mapku3 He Tyndiuil. .. Bee BllojiHe eCTECTBEHHO.
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— Aypuan? — Jlomac moBepHyscs K uMIieparopy. — Mapkus Jydinasi KaHAUAATypa, a €CiIu
OHH €I1Ie U JTI0OUTH OyIyT IpyT Apyra...

— Hpyr npyra?

— DTO0 OJJHO3HAYHO, — TBEPO MPOU3HEC COBETHUK. — UTOOBI Opak ObLT CYACTIIMBBIM — JIFOOUTH
JOJDKHBI 1Boe. Kakoili cmbici, ecinu Mapku3 OyzieT ee mo0uTh, a putanuio BOPOTUTH OT KaK10ro
IPUKOCHOBEHMUSI?

— 3opac?

— Ecnu npuBopakuBath — T0 000ux. B ciyuae oOHapykeHHsI Mbl OyeM Takke KepTBaMH,
a He pectynHuKamMu. Ho BooO1e, s mpoTuB.

— JlagHo, a 11, AMuUecTa? — UMIEpaTop MOBEPHYJICS K JEBYIIIKE.

— 51 Ob1 BbIOpana npuBopoT. Pa3 yx Bce Tak MoIy4usioch, TO JIy4lle MyCTh XOTh HCKYCCTBEH-
HOE, HO CYACTHE. ..

— Yro x... JlyMaro, S MpaKTUYECKHU BIIEPBBIE JTOJHXKEH COMIACUTHCA C CYNpPYTrOM, — MOMOp-
IIUJICS uMIepaTop. — MuHacTacusi peAKOCTHasl CTEPBa, HO JI0Yb JIFOOUT U Bpe/ia €l HE MOXKEIaeT.
Pa3 yx oHa mpejuiokuia Takol BapHaHT, TO MycTh OyzneT. AMuiiecTta, rotoBb 3enbe. M ero Hano
UCIIOJIb30BaTh Cpasy... YTOObI HUKTO IITYIIOCTEN HE HATBOPHIL.

— Kak ckaxere, Bale BEIMYECTBO.

— Yo *k... Torna Bce?

— OauH MOMEHT, — TIoJ1aJl TOJIOC COBETHUK. — S Hacuet Spro...

— A 4T0 ¢ HUM? — IPOLIEANIT UMITEPATOP.

— MoxeT, ero CTouT BEpHYThH?

— U ne noxymaro! OH npenan mens!

— Aypuasn, oH Mmooz, Mpuranus kpacusa, 1a enie 1noj Bo3AeHCTBUEM, TAPEHBb IIPOCTO MOTE-
psin ronoBy. OH nipenan Te0e, Thl 3HACTIIb.

— Jlomac mpaB, — comtacwicsa BopoH, — OH 1aBain KISTBY, OH IpeKpacHbli nenutens. OH
POBEpEH, AypHH.

— Bo nBop1ie xoasT ciyxu, — TUX0 nporoopuia Jlec, H1 kK KoMy HanpsIMyto He 0Opaiiasich, —
9TO OBICTpAast MOMOJIBKA CBsI3aHA C HCYE3HOBEHUEM OapoHeTa. HekoTopbie TOBOJIBHO TOYHHI. ..

— BbI uTO, croBopuinch? — BO3MYTHIICS UMIIEPATOP.

— Aypuan, — Jlomac, kak caMblii CTapIIni, TSHKEIO B3A0XHYJ, — HET CTPAIIHEE Bpara, 4em
osiBIIMI npyr. He nenait u3 Kaiita Bpara. OH HE COBEpPILIMI HUYETO CTPALIHOIO, CaM 3HAEllb, YyB-
CTBa ITOPOM OCIETUISAOT. . .

Tuxwii rosoc COBETHHKA, TAKKE MPOCTHIE CII0BA, HO AMUIIEC BUeNa, Kakoi 3(h(ekT OHu Ipo-
U3BENIU Ha umneparopa. OH Ha MUT 3aCThUI, @ TOTOM OyKBaJIbHO TOTEMHEN U CTOpOMIICS B KpeclIe.
Ha nero 6bu10 cTpamuo cMoTpeTh. Takoil CHIIbHBIN MYy>KYMHA BMUT IIPEBPATHIICA B CTapUKa, Ha
KOTOpPOTO Bpa3 CBAJIMJINCH TOJIbI TAKEION KU3HU.

— Xopouio, Thl, KaK Bceraa, npas, Jlomac. [Iycts KaiiT BepHETCA MOCIIE MOMOIBKH.

— Bame BenuuecTBo, — BKIMHWIACh Jlec, — mpoIlly MpoOIIEHUs, HO TaK Bbl MOATBEPAUTE
cruietHu. Heyxenu Bbl XOTHUTE, YTOOBI BCe AyMaiH, 4To Jopa fApao obecuecTun nmpuHueccy? —
XKecTko npousHecna Jlec, mpekpacHo moHuMasi, kakoit 3¢dexr npoussenyt ee ciosa. M mo Bcku-
HYTOMH T'0JIOBE U SPOCTHOMY B3Iy IOHAJIA, YTO OKa3auach rpasa. — Ero Hajjo BepHYyThH ceifuac.
[Iyctb npubyzaer k nomosBke. 3a napy JHeH, Moka OyayT coOuparbcs roCTH, sl yCIEel IPUMEHUTh
MPUBOPOT. E€ BBICOUECTBO HE HAJIENAET IIyNOCTEN, 1a U Jop KaiT olleHUT Ballie 10BepHUeE.

— Cormnacen, — mpousHec 30pac, — K TOMY K€ Ha TAKOM COOBITHH HaM HE MOMEIIAeT CUITbHBII
Mar M uenuTenb. — Kak Bcera riaBa TaitHOM KaHIEIsIpUM BCE OIEHUBAJI C TOUKH 3peHus Oe3omac-
HOCTH.

— Hy xopomo. ITycte Oynet Tak. Tonbko ThI, — anen umrmeparopa ymepces B Kepra, — mpu-
CTaBUIIb KOTO-HUOYb U3 CBOUX JIIOJIEHN K HEMY. MHe HEe Hy)KHbI HEO)KHJIAHHOCTH.
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— He Bonnyiics. Bee nog konTposieM. [locTbl oprann3oBaHbl, CTpaku U Maru OpoJsT Be3e,
TJI€ TOJILKO MO’KHO, TIOPTaJIbl HACTPOEHBI, U AMHIIECTHI OpoOoBaHbl. Bee paboTaer uaeanbHo.

— OX... YTO-TO y MEHS TPEBOXHOE MPETIYBCTBUE.

— BeI npocTo ycranu, MUiopa. S NpUIUIo BaM 3€1be, 0053aTENIbHO BBIIIEHTE CETOIHS.

— Cnacu6o0, munasi, — AypuaH UCKpEHHE yIBIOHYJICS IEBYIIKE, — aX... Hy IOYeMY MOH CBIHOK
TaKOW Jypak, a Thl Takasi IpUHIUIHAIbHAsA?

— Munopn!

— JlanHo, He cMmymiaiics. Ho 3aBTpa Thl JOKHA OBITH PSAJIOM.

— Koneuno, munopz.

—Yro k... TOrga a0 3aBrpa. Mapku3s npulyzaer B HoiAeHb. Tak YTO K 3TOMY BPEMEHU MHE
HaJ0, YTOOBI ThI, JIoMac, U Tl AMuIIeCTa, CTOSIIN TOJJIE MOEH CeMbH. 30pac, Thl CaM 3HAECIlIb, YTO
Jy4llle HE CBETUTHCS.

— 3Haro.

— K Tomy ke ¢ yTpa HauHYT npuObIBaTh Apyrue roctd. Hago He momycTuTh, 4TOOBI KTO-
HUOYZIb U3 HUX YBHUJEI, YTO MBI BCTpedaeM Mapku3a. He xouy aenare oObsiBieHue 3apanee. Uem
MI03/THEE Y3HAIOT, TEM MEHbBIIIE BpEeMEHH OyJIeT COTBOPUTH KaKylO-HHOY/b TAaKOCTh.

A B mosnjeHb, 0JleTasi B HOBOE IUIAThE, CBEPKAsk KPACHBIM 30JI0TOM, JKEITHIMU candupaMu
Y OTHEHHBIMHU onaynamy, jeau Amuiecta auoin Llaon cTosna nmo mpaByro pyKy OT €€ BbICOYECTBA
npuHIeccsl MpuTaHuu U ¢ BO3pacTaronMM OMEP3€HUEM CMOTpeENa Ha MOAXOAAIIEro Bce Onmxke
MapKu3a.

Mpa... uiio3us He nepenajia U AecsTOM YacTu UCTUHHOTO 00pa3a skeHuxa. Bo-nepBbiX, oH
BBIIJIAJIEN [IPOCTO AaHOPEKCUYHON kepAbto. PocToM mouTH mox ABa MeTpa, MapKu3 CyTYJIWICsS U
JIBUTAJICS B KAKOM-TO CTPAHHOM NodyIpucene. TOHKHE pyKH, LIes. .. 1a 4TO TaM, Koka OyKBaJIbHO
0OTsiHY/a €ro Yeperl, 03BOJIsAs YyTh JIU HE BUAETh KOHTYPBI YEJIIOCTHU 0] IEpraMeHTHON 0ome3-
HEHHO-0€eJ101 KOXKel ¢ MPOKUIIKaMU CUHUX BeH. TOHKHE BOJIOCHI CITyCKaIMCh Ha IJI€YH, HO BBITJISA-
JIEJIA CTOJIb JKaJIKO, YTO Jiydlle Obl OH MX MoAcTpUr. K ToMy e uX IBeT MPaKkTUYECKH CIUBAJICS
¢ uBeTOM KoxkH. CBETIJIO-CEephI€ I1a3a CMOTPENIN BBICOKOMEPHO U HETIPUSI3HEHHO, OLIEHUBAs KaX-
JI0Tr0, Ha KOro Majai B3op. Y AMHIIEC HEBOJIBHO BO3HUKIIO UyBCTBO, UTO HA HEE CMOTPHUT aKyJla —
XHIHAsSI, KECTOKasl, HO Takas ke 0e3mxyMHasi. J[eBylika HEBOJIBLHO MOEKUIIACH, ONIYINasi, YTO YTO-
TO HENPaBUIBHOE ObLIO B 3TOM Mapku3e... B oOuiem, Ha BKyC repliorMHU, KpaiiHe HETPUSATHBIN
BHEIIHE MY)XuuMHa. BrpoueM, AMuiecTa NOKOCHIAaCh Ha B3IPOTHYBILIYIO PsIIOM IPUHLECCY, HE
TOJIBKO OHA TaK CUUTAJIA.

— CBeT COIHLIA 03apHJl CUSHUEM MOM JI0M, IPUHECS PaJlOCTHYIO BECTb, — Pa3JaJiCsl HA Y/IUB-
nenue kpacusblii rogoc O-11leBpo. — boru ycanplanu MOIUTBBL MOETO poaa, U Benukuil Cxapar
I0CITaJ CBOIO 104b, Aa0bI OHA YIBIOHYIACh MHE, [103a0BITOMY OOraMU HECYACTHOMY OTIIEJIBHUKY.
Ho teneps, BUas nap, 4To NpuHECI MHE OOTH, 1 TOHUMAal0, YTO Xapallla He TOJIbKO YIbIOHYIach,
HO U JlapoBaJia CBOE MPUKOCHOBEHHUE. Tak 1M03BOJIBTE U MHE MIPUKOCHYTHCS K PEKPACHON JJouepu
OrtanuoHa, 1a0bl pa3fAeauTh C HEW 0J1arociI0BEeHNE, — 3aKOHYUJI CBOIO BUTHEBATYIO peUb MapKu3 U
3aMep B OXKHJIaHUU.

— KxM... — kaxkercs, uMIieparop Ha MUT J1aXke 3a0blJI, YTO TOBOPUTH J1ajbllIe, — JO3BOJIAIO.
Pan, yto Bamm 60oru omoOpUiIH Halle npeIokeHne. Y npuBeTcTByI0 B JTaNMOHE, HA/ICIOCh, UTO
MOKHJIATh €T0 BBI OyJIeTe yXKe YICHOM Hallle CeMBbH.

— W 51, — momapmit CKymyto yibpIOKy MapKu3, ejast ar BIepea v NPOTATHBAs PyKy IPHHIIECCE,
BBIHY/1asl Ty CITyCTUTBHCS C TIOMOCTa U MIPUHSITH €T0 JIaJOHb.

bennoii puranum HU4Yero He 0CTaBajIOCh, KAK HATAHYTh YJIBIOKY Ha IpoXKalliye ryObl U CIIy-
CTUTbCSI BHU3 K My)kuuHe. Ellle o11H noka3arenbHbIi MOMEHT. Bynib €€ )keHUX MpPUHLIEM, 3TO OH
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Obl OJHSIICA K HEH, MOKa3bIBasi, YTO OHU PAaBHbI U OHA HUYETO HE MoTepsieT. Teneps ke AeBylIKa
JIOJDKHA OyJIeT CMUPHUTHCS, YTO €l TPEICTOUT CTaTh HA CTYIICHb HIKE.

[Toka nmpuHLecca ula BHU3, BCE MOIYaIM, HaOM0AAs 3a 3TOM BCTpedyei. DTaquoOHLIaM He
ObL10 BUHO Jula Mputanuu, 3aTo Mapku3 ObUI Kak Ha JagoHU. OH CMOTpeE Ha MPUHIIECCY, paB-
HOAYIIHO OlleHHBas, U Jlec Buzena, 4To OHa COBEPIIEHHO HE 3aTPOHYJa ero 4yBCTB. Ero ymbiOka
kazanach jenu [1laoH HacMelkoil, HO, BO3MOXKHO, OHA U omndanack. Jlec ObUTO TPYAHO MOHATD,
CJIMIIKOM 3aMKHYTBIM U 4y IbIM /ISl HEE€ OBl MapKu3.

— Amuiiecta, — pa3faics LIENOT NPUABUHYBIIETOCS K HEMl MOHapXxa.

— Ha, munopna?

— Crnenaii 3T0 ceroaus, moHsia?

— KoneuHo, — comtacuiach reploruHs, NOHUMasi, YTO €€ YyBCTBA pa3Aeiil U UMIIEpaTop.
Uro *, MPUBOPOT HE CAMBI TUIOXOH BBIXOJ, KOTZIa OpaK Bce PaBHO JTOJDKEH OBITH 3aKITFOUYCH.

— WUrtak, Mapku3, — MOBBICHUJI FOJI0C UMIIEPATOP, — IPOLILY HAC POCTUTD, HO, YBBI, MbI BEIHY K-
JIeHBI Bac MOKa NOKMHYTh. He Xouy mopTuth croprpus ao Oana.

— 51 Bac moHuMarto, — ckyno yneionyncst O-llleBpo, — MoeMy cepily 6€CKOHEUHO Kalb pac-
CTaBaTbhCs C MPEKPACHOU 3BE3/1011, HO HE CMEI0 HACTanuBaTh, JINIIb Tellla ce0s HaJAeK01 Ha CKOPYIO
BCTpEYYy.

— Ouenb xopo1uo, — npouenna Aypuat. — Cayru npoBOAST Bac B BallH MOKOU.

C NOKJIOHOM MapKu3 M €ro CBUTa MOKHUHYJIU MOPTaJIbHYIO 3ajly, OCTaBJsAs STaJIHOHLEB B
MpadHOM pasnymbe. [IpaBna, THIMHA npoaauiack Heaonro. [IpuntyieH bl BCXJINIIL, 3aTEM ellie
OJIH, ¥ BCE pa30M IIOBEPHYJIMCH K PUHIIECCE, KOTOPAs BCE TaK e CTOsIa CHMHOM K moMocTy. Bot
TOJIBKO IJIEYH TPSACIUCH, TOATBEPKIAs], YTO ATO HE CIYXOBas FAJUTFOLUHALIMSL. . .

— Wpu, — Munacracus nepBoi pBaHysa K 104epH, — MUjas, He I1adb. .. — JKeHIuHa Hadana
YTO-TO ILENTAaTh, NbITAsICh YTEIINUTh J04b, HO UCTEPHKA JIUIIb HA0Upaaa 00OPOTHI.

— Oren, — 1yxo npousHec ACTUMHUAH, IS/ HA CECTPY, — Thl 3HACILb, 51 BCET/a MO1IEPKUBAI0
Te0s1, HO ceituac Thl He TipaB. [lomymait, uto Thi genaens?! Thl sxe moryouins ee! Thl oTHACIIH 109D
3a 3Toro ypona! OH gaxke He KOpOoJib, ThI UTO, C yMa COIIEN?

— 3amomuu, meHok! He Tebe cymuTh 0 MOUX NEHCTBHAX, — PSIBKHYI AypHaH. — DTO MOE
pelieHre, 1 OHO HEU3MEHHO!

— Oren! — oTyasiHHBIN KpUK, U MpuTanus, BeIpBaBIINCh U3 PYK MaTepu, yrajia rnepes umie-
paropom Ha KosieHU. — Moito, He Hato! Jlyuiiie BBIIIIN MEHS, 3apy B JaIbHEM [TIOMECTbE. .. JIyurie
st BOOOIIIE HE BEIITYy 3aMyK, HO HE OH!

—He on? A kro? Xouemb ctath Bropoi xkeHoit Hacypa? — Ha atux cnoBax Mpurtanus B3apor-
Hyna. [{a, KHsA3b HE IPOTHUB KEHUTHCS BHOBb, HO OH CTaphblil, BOHIOUMI 1 00pro3mibli. JIOKUTHCS
C HUM B KpOBaTh. .. HET, Ja)K€ BBITEPIIETh IPUKOCHOBEHHUS YK€ JOPOro CTOUT. Jla u He ocTaBsT ee
B JKUBbIX. PonuT HacnenHuka u ynajer ¢ jgomaau. Komy HyXHa JONTOXKUBYIIAsi IPUILLIAs KOPO-
nesa? — B obmem tak, Mpuranus. XoTh ThI ceiiuac U He MOHUMAEIIb, HO ATO JJIsi TBOETO Onara.
[ToBepsb, 1ouKa, — UMIIEPaTOP MATKO YIBIOHYJICS ¥ IOJHSUI €€ C KOJIEH, — Bee OyzieT xoporo. Tel eme
Oyznelb cyacTivBa. A MapKu3 XOTb U HE KpacaBell, HO YMEH U BOCIIUTaH. A KpacaBuleil Oyaelb
ThI. A Teneph yCIOKOICs, Muias... AMuiIecTa, mojail Boabl, — npukas3an Aypuas, u Jlec nossia,
YTO BOT OH, MUT HAaCTaJl.

[ToBepHyBIIMCH TaK, YTOOBI €€ HUKTO HE BUJIEN, OHA HAJWJIa BOABI U3 rpaduHa, KOTOPBIN
BCErJa CTOSUI Ha BCAKHUI ciydyall B MOPTaJbHBIX KOMHATax, U KalHY/la HECKOJBKO Kallellb 3€JIbs,
KOTOpPO€ BBITAILLMIIA U3 CXPOHA, B OOKad. 3eibe pacTBOPUIOCH BMUI, HE OCTaBUB HU 1LIBETA, HU
3amnaxa.

— Bor, Bame BricouecTBo. — Jlec npoTsiHyna Ooka, B MOCIECAHAN pa3 MPHUCTAIBHO B3IIISHYB
Ha UMIIepaTopa, AaBasi eMy BbeIOOp... M OH ero cnienal, yTBepAUTEIbHO KUBHYB.

— 51 He Xouy, — mpolIenTana AeByIlIKa U OTCTpaHuIa OOKaJ.
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— Boinelt, Upuranus, Tebe cTaHer jierye, — npouientain Aypuas, ¢ 00JIbi0 U Kal0CThIO TS
Ha 104b. [IpoTHBHUTECS OOJbIIE OHA HE TIOCMENa, MOCIYITHO B35SB OOKall M BBIIHB €ro J0 JHA. —
Bot u momozen. A Tereps uau K cebe U OTAOXHU. Baiie Benn4yecTBo, — OH IVISIHYJ Ha CYTpYTY, —
JyMaro, BbI HE OTKa)KETECh MPOBOJIUTH €€ BBICOYECTBO K celde.

— KoneuHo, — mpouumnena »KeHIuHa, ¢ HEHaBUCTBIO VISl HA My>Ka. — Thl HE IPOTUB, €CIIN
nenu Hlaon momoxer Ham?

— Her, HO OHa o/mKHA Yepes yac ObITh y MEHS. AMUIIECTa, HAJICIOCh, ThI HE 3a0y/IeTIb BHITOJI-
HUTH BTOPYIO YacTh CBOCH paboThI?

— Her, Bame BennuectBo. Munenu, — Jlec nonxsaruia npuHIIECCY C APYroil CTOPOHBI, — BaM
HE00X0IMMO ceiuac oTIOoXHYTh. [loBepbTe, BCe HE TaK CTPAIIHO. ..

— HenaBmxy Tebs1, — mporienTaia qeByIKa, HOCIYITHO HOAYUHSICh U ITO3BOJISS YBJIeUb ce0s
K BBIXOJ1y, — 3TO Thl BUHOBATA. .. 3TO ThI 3a{ypuia rojoBy KaiiTy... 3T0 Tbl IpuBeNa UX B KAOUHET. ..
Thl YTOBOpMJIA OTLIa Ha Opaxk...

— Barie BbicOou€ecTBO, BBI B ILIOKE, U 5 IPOILAI0 BaM Balllk cJioBa. Bbl Belb IpeKpacHoO 3HaeTe
BAIIIETO OTLIA ¥ MPEKpacHO MOHUMAETE, YTO OH BCETJla caM NMpuHUMaeT peeHus. [loBepsre, y Bac
Bce Oynet xopomo. Crure. — U Jlec caenana jgerkuii mace, orpy»asi IeByIIKY B COCTOSIHAE CHA.
HemHoro neBuTanuu 1 oTBOJA I1a3, U HUKTO HE OOpAaTUT BHUMAHMSI HA TO, YTO MPUIBOPHBIN Mar
TpPaHCIOPTHUPYET O€CUYBCTBEHHYIO MPUHIECCY HAKaHYHE €€ CBaJbOBbI.

— B uem-10 Mog 10uyb IpaBa, — THXO Mpou3Hecsia MuHacTacusl, MIsSAs Ha AeUCTBUS AMuJie-
CTBI, — C TBOUM IIPUXOAOM Ha Hall IOM CBAJIMJIUCh HENPUSITHOCTH.

— Bae BennnuecTBo, MbI ¢ BaMH 3T0 00cyxaainu. [Ipodiaembl ObLIH €111e 10 MOETO MOSIBICHHUS.

— Ja, HO TOrHa s HE Tepsiia A0Yb.

— A MOXeT, BBI €¢ craciu’?

— Te1 mpurorosuiia 3enne?

— Ha, n yxxe nana Upuranuu.

— WUpuranun? 3aueM? — HanpsImiach KEHIIMHA.

— Ilo Benenuto ero BenuuecTsa. A BOOOILIE, HEYXKEJIN Bbl CUMTAETE, UTO Balla JI0Yb OyaeT
CUACTJIMBA, KOTrJja HEMIOOUMBIN MY’K CTAHET K Hel IpUCTaBaTh?

— TblI, KaKk Bcerga, rOBOPHILb KPacHUBO, TaK oYeMy s Te0e He BEPI0? — MPUCTAIBHO A B
ma3a Amuiiecrte, npousHeciaa MuHacracusl.

— He 3Ha10, Bamie BeJIUYECTBO.

— 3Haellb... A 3TOMy MapKu3y Thl YK€ J1aja IpUBOpPOT?

— Eme Hert, HO caenatro 310 ceroans. He BonHyTECh.

— He BonnyliTech? — HaIpbIBHO paccMmesiach UMIiepaTpuiia. — Mo J104b Ipenaid U mpo-
nanu. Ee cyactbe 3aBUCHUT OT TOM, KOMY s HE Bepto. M Thl roBOpHILIb HE BOTHYHTECH?

— Bor, nepxwute, — Jlec caenana macc, ¥ U3 CXpoHa BBITIAT XPYCTaIbHBINA (Pral, — 3TO MpH-
BOPOTHOE 3€lbe. Y MEHA ecTh eule. S caenaro To, 4To JOKHA, a BBl MOXKETE MEPENPOBEPUTH U
HOJUIUTB €r0 elle pa3. OHO BBI3bIBAET CTPACTh U KEJTAHUE K TOMY, KOTO OTIOEHHBIN YBUJIUT NEPBBIM.
Bepute! — U Jlec OykBaibHO BIUXHYJIA €r0 KCHIMUHE U, OOJbIIE HE oOpalias Ha Hee BHUMAHMSI,
OTTPaHCIOPTHUPOBAJIA IPUHLECCY K €€ TOKOSIM.
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naBa 2

KapmonTup, Omupuain, ®eonus, SnbBanta, Jlapom, Heropus, ducrapus, @parusi, Ankana,
Ceiit, ['aenap — Bce mpuOBLIM Ha TTpa3HOBAHUE TTOMOJIBKH M MaJIOTO 00psiia MPUHIIECCHl DTaH-
OHa U Tenepb rafajiu, KTo ke TOT CYaCTIMBYMK, KOTOPOMY MTOBE3ET MOPOAHUTHCS C POJOM DIIbTap,
Be/lb B MPUITIACUTENBHBIX TaK U OBLIO yKa3aHO, 4yTO Oan OyIeT B 4eCTh MOMOJBKH MPHUHIIECCHI.
OTcyTcTBHE UMEHU JKEHUXA B IPUITIACUTEIbHBIX, KOHEYHO, MOXKHO OBLIO OBbI CYUTATH YHUKEHHUEM,
HO TOJILKO B TOM clly4ae, eciu Obl oH ObL1 paBeH Uputanuu no crarycy. B ciydae, ecnu oquH u3
CYIIPYTOB BBIIIE JPYTOTo MO MOJOKEHUIO U MPa3AHEeCTBO MPOXOAUT Ha TEPpUTOpUN Ooliee poo-
BUTOTO, TO YKa3aHHE BTOPOTO «y4acTHUKa» He oOsi3arenbHO. KoHeuHo, 3To Obuta He camas pac-
IPOCTPAHEHHAs MPAKTHKA, HO HUYETO YAUBUTEIBHOTO. 3aTO TENEPh TOCTH TEPSIIUCH B I0TajIKax U
OCMAaTPUBAIH JAPYT APYyTa B MOMBITKE OMPEISIUTh N30paHHUKA.

AmMurec ene yaepskaia Ha JIMIe COOTBETCTBYIOIIEE BhIpaKeHHE, HAOM01as 3a TEM, KaK BBICO-
KOPOJIOBHUTHIE TOCTH C UCKYCCTBEHHBIMH MPUKICEHHBIMU YIBIOKAMHU MBITAINUCH TOTBITATHCS APYT
y Ipyra: «A He Bbl 11 Oyaymuii cynpyr?» Hekotopbie 0co00 MpoaBUHYTHIE axke AeNaal CTaBKH!

— Ha mapku3a HUKTO He CTaBUT, — pa3jajics HajJ yxoM cMmeinok Kaitnapa, OykBaiabHO yraias-
IIETO €€ MBICIIH.

— Toraa, MOXeT, U MHE CTOUT IIOCTaBUTh?

— A mouemy Obl 1 HeT? Xo0Yelllb, TOCTABIIO OT TBOETO UMEHU?

— He crour, s nonrytuna.

— 51 3Har0, — yneIOHysCS MykunHa. — KeraT, moyemy camas mpekpacHasi JeByIIKa B MUpe
MIPSYETCS 32 KOJIOHHOM?

— Oy! Tak s camas npekpacHas?

— Jns Mens — na, — TBepo npousHec Kaiinap 1 0CTOPOKHO MPUKOCHYJICS K PyKe, — camast
IpeKpacHasi, yIuBUTEIbHAs U 3araJovyHasl.

— IIpekpaTu MeHs CMyILATb.

— Pa3Be npaBna Moxxet cMyniarh?

— Kaitnap! Hy xBarut! MHe npeacTouT cIoXKHbBIN Beuep U HaJlo paboTarhb, a Thl MEHS OTBJIe-
Kaelib!

— D710 Xopoio. Eciu oTBiiekaro, 3Ha4uT, HeOe3paznuyeH. Thl MogapuIlb MHE CETOTHS TaHEIT?

— Jla, — moce CeKyHIHOTO 3aMellaTeNnbCcTBa KuBHYyna Jlec.

— S Oyny natb. — I OH MUMOJIETHBIM JIB)KEHHEM TOAHSII J1aI0Hb TEPIIOTHHHA HAa YPOBEHb
ry0 u 3amedamien nouenyi. — Kxwm... kaxercs, s 3Hal0, 4T0 Te0e MOKHO TOAAPUTh.

— Te1 0 uem?

— O Hux, — maner JJIopJia CKOJIb3HYJI 0 KPY»KeBY 30J10Ta Ha OpaciieTe, — Thl HUKOT/Aa 0e3 HUX
HEe OBbIBaCIIIb.

— MHe HpaBsTcs. — Jlec 3acTeHUHMBO MoXkasia IieyaMy U B3MVIsIHYJIa HA MApKHU3a U3-TI0J1 pec-
HUL, HO C YAUBJIECHUEM OTMETHIIA, YTO MY>KUYMHA CEPHE3EH U MPAUHO PA3MISABIBAECT YKpPALICHUE.

— Ammuiiecta. .. MPOCTH... HO y TeOs mpambi?

—Yt0? — OHa yaMBIEHHO yCTaBWIach Ha Hero. — C 4ero Tol B3s?

— Tbl HUKOTIA HE CHMMaellb uX. Jlaxke Moj MmiuaThe ¢ AJIMHHBIM PYKAaBOM, Ja)e BO BPEMs
TPEHUPOBOK ThI 3aMEHSEIIb X HA KOXKAHBIE. . .

- 2.

— W 1 momymar, 4To ThI... KXM... IPOCTH. .. HO ThI IBITAJIACh MOKOHYHTH ¢ c0O0H, na? [locne
rubenu pogutenei? M. ..

— W ot Hepas3aeneHHo 1rooBu?

— Tsl HU C KeM He BcTpeyanach B akaJeMuH, XOTh 32 TOOOH U MBITATHCh YXaXUBATh. ..
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— Kaiinap, s He 1100110 TOBOPHUTH O MPOIIIOM, TeM 00siee He COOMPAIOCh JeNaTh 3TO Ha Oaiy,
IJI€ MOJIHO ITOCTOPOHHUX, — 0Tpe3ana Jlec, BbIpbIBask pyKy, HO BOT TOJIBKO JIOPJ €i1 3TOro He M03BO-
T, yIep>KaB U CUJIbHEE IIPHUIKaB K ceoe.

— IIpoctu, neBouka mos, 1 He XoTen Tedst oouaers. [Ipocto MHE 0OIBHO BUAETH, YTO Thl
crecHsenbes. [loBepb, MHE Bce paBHO, UTO y TE€OsI TaM.

— Crmacu60, — Jlec 4yTh MoBepHYIa rojoBy, U €€ IeKa KOCHYyIach ry0 Jopnaa, — IpocTo He
HaJ10 00 ATOM.

— Xopo1io. A xouellb. ..

— Amunecra, — ronoc /lamuca npepBan yeAMHEHUE, 3aCTaBUB Jlec HEPBHO OTHPSHYTh OT
Kaiinapa, — re6s ummneparop 308eT. Jlopa LLlaiiT. — OH BEXIMBO KUBHYJ MapKHU3Y, BOT TOJIBKO B3IJISIT
OBLT XOJIOZICH, KaK aiicOepr B OKeaHe.

— Xopomo, uaeM. Kaiiap, U3BHHH. ..

— WNnu, 1 Bce MOHNMAIo.

Jlec 6marogapHO ynbIOHYNIACh M, TIONXBATUB rpada Mo pyKy, IBUHYIIACh B CTOPOHY BBIXO/A,
OTKyJla BOT-BOT JIOJKHA ObUIa MOSIBUTHCSI MMIIEpaTOpcKas ceMbsi. ThaHa OHA TOXKE IMpUXBaTHUIIA
¢ co0oM, He Keasi My>KUYMH OCTaBJISTh APYT ¢ ApyroM. B mocneanee Bpemsi OTHOLIEHUSI MEXAY
HUMH 000CTPHIIHCH, 1 AMUJIEC C COXKAJIGHUEM BBIHYXKJIeHa Obljla PU3HATh, YTO JIEJI0 B HEW. Bot
TOJIBKO CJIeJIaTh OHA HUYETo He Morvia. TouHee, Moriia — JIn00 BRIOpaTh KOTO-TO U3 HUX, TNOO KOTO-
TO TpEThETo. [ 0JI0BOI OHA 3TO MOHMMAJIA, a BOT Ha JIeJie. .. TaKk YTO €AMHCTBEHHOE, YTO OHA MOIJIA,
3TO CBECTHU UX OOLIEHHE K MUHUMYMY.

— $1 Tax moHMMar0, TeOs MOXKHO TO3JIPaBUTH? — OTCTPAHEHHO MPOU3HEC Tpad, MPOIOIDKas
UATH BIIEPEN.

— B cmbIcne?

— B psimoM. Bl yxe He CKpbIBaeTe OTHOUIEHMSI ¢ MAPKU30M. 3HAYUT, IOCIIE CBAbObI TPUH-
LIECChl MOYKHO OXKHUJIaTh OOBSBICHHS O IOMOJIBKE. YTO moaputh?

— He cmemno, — nomopumiaces Jlec. — Mue npusitHo BHUMaHue jopaa Illaiira, s1 Bce-Taku
YKEHILMHA, HO O YEM-TO CEPhE3HOM FOBOPUTH PaHO.

— W gero 1h1 ) aemb? KTo epBeIil 3 HAaC caenaeT Tede mpenokeHne? — BAPYT 3710 MPOIITH-
nesn rpad, pe3Ko pa3BepHYBIIHCH K Heil. — Mn poCTo IepKUIIb MEHS PO 3arac, 4ToO0bl MapKu3
UHTEpEC He Tepsi?

D710 OBUIO HEOKUJAHHO, HO OkuJaemMo. OCTaHOBUBIIMCH OYTH B LIEHTPE 3ajla, OHU CMOT-
penu npyr Ha Apyra. Eciu Obl He 0CO3HaHKE, YTO B KAKOM-TO cMbIciie Jlamuc npaB ¥ 4yBCTBO BUHBI
HEe My4uio ee camy, Jlec mocrasuiia Obl Harena Ha Mecto. Ho Tonpko BOT... HE Moria oHa. ['ep-
LIOTMHS OTYETIIMBO MIOHUMAJIa, YTO cama Jjajia IaHc 000UM, MPOCTO CHa4aJla HE BEPsI B UX UCKPEH-
HOCTB, TOJIBKO YTO JIEaTh TENeph, KOT/a OHA MPHUBS3aJIach K 000MM, TOXKe He 3Hana. Permmars Hano
obut0. HO neBymika TouHO He coOmpanack 3To nenarh Ha Oay. [loaToMy oHa HaTsHYyNa Ha JTUIO
yABIOKY U IOTALIWIIA €0 K BbIXOLY. Bpsia mu Obl el 3T0 yaanock cienarb IpocTo Tak, HO HEMHOTO
Maruy, U BOT YK€ HUKOMY U3 OKPY>KaOILMX HE BUIAHO MIEPEKOIIEHHOT0 IPOCThIO Jinlia rpada, a cam
OH IYCTh U HE JI00pOBOJIBHO, HO MOKOPHO ABUTaeTCs K BbIXOAy. M TONBKO KOrZla OHU OKa3allucCh
B HEIPOCMaTpHUBAEMOM YyroJike, Jlec ckuHyna yapbl ¢ Mara U, BCTaB MPsIMO MEpe]l HUM, TBEPAO
IIOCMOTpeEJia TOMY B Iva3a.

— Yro X, pa3 Tl TaK CYUTAEILIb, TO 5 MPEAJArao clenarb BHIOOp Tede caMoMy, — TUXO Mpo-
u3Hecna Jlec. — Tbl cam pemuib, yTo Oyaelb Aenarh Jaibllie, ¥ caM MpUMELIb Ha cedsl mocien-
cTBUS. S HUKOT]a HE JieprKaia HU OJHOTO U3 Bac npo 3anac. M He coOuparoch enarb 3TO BIPEb.
W ecnu xouemib npasy, TO g AOJITOE BPEMsI CUMTANIA, YTO BAllld BHE3AITHO IPOCHYBIIIMECS YyBCTBA
HE HacTodlMe, a urpa. YTo ke Bbl MEHS HE 3aMedaliu-To B akaneMuu, a? C dero BIPYIL, CTOMIIO
MHE CTaTh IPUJIBOPHBIM MaroM, Bbl KaK-TO BHE3AITHO OCO3HAJIM, Kakas 3ameuarenpHas? Tel xoTen
3HATh, IOYEMY s HE pUHKUMalo perieHue? Bor Tebe oTBeT, Aanblie — fenail 4to 3Haemb. A ceil-
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yac U3BMHM, Y MeHs paboTa. — U, pa3BepHyBIINCH, T€PLIOTMHS TOKMHYIIA MY>KYHUHY, TaK U OCTaBUB
CTOSITh Y CTEHBI.

Kak 651 Tam HEU ObLTO, Jlec He MPHUBBIKIIA MMOIABATHCS AIMOIMAM. A ceildac Ui HUX IPOCTO
06110 HE BpeMst. Bo 1Bopiie 06110 MOTHO HAapo/Ia 3 IPYTHX TOCYAapCTB, KOTOPBIE He Ope3roBaji HUA
HIMUOHAKEM, HU UHTpUramMu. J{a 3a oiMH BUEpaLTHUI TOJIBKO BEUep yAaJI0Ch Y3HATh O ABYX IOIBIT-
KaX BBI3HATH FOCY/IapCTBEHHBIE CEKPETHI, 00 OHON BEpOOBKE MUHUCTpPA BHYTPEHHUX JIEJI, YETHI-
pex MOMNbITKAaX YBE3TU CHJIBHBIX MAroB M JIByX MHTPHUrax Mo pa3pbiBy JEHCTBYIOIIEH TIOMOJIBKYU B
eJISIX 3aKITI0UEHHs HY)KHOTO coro3a. M 9To yKe He TOBOPSI O TOM, YTO OBUIO OOHAPYKEHO IIECTHA-
JaTh 3aIMCHIBAIOLIUX KPUCTAIIIIOB, BOCEMb IPUBOPOTOB, IIECTH MOAOPOILIEHHBIX aMYJIETOB HEIO-
HSITHOTO JICHCTBUS M OJIHA TOTBITKA BOpoBCTBA. Jla Jlec BCIo HOUb MPaKTHUYECKU HE criaia, Oeras
3a Keprom mnu ¢ Keprowm, pemas Borpocs! 6e3onacHoctu. [IpaBaa, okoo AByX 4acOB MY>KUKHBI B
JUIE CaMOT0 TJIaBHOTO IIMHOHA, a Takke Jopaa Kemr, mapkusa [laiita u rpada Jamuca otnpa-
BWJIM JIEBYIIKY CIIaTh, OOOEIIAB, 4TO caMi 000 BCeM T03a00TATCS U pa30yasaT B cirydae dero. Tak
YTO B ONIMYME OT HUX Jlec naxke ycnena oTnoXHyTh. YTOOBI ¢ yTpa IPOAOIIKUTH TO ke camoe!

Ho maBHoe, Amuiiec ycnena noJyiuth NpuBopoTHOE cpeacTBo Mmapkusy O-1lleBpo. Crnenarb
3TO 0Ka3aJI0Ch J0CTATOYHO HETIPOCTO, K YAUBIIEHUIO AeBYIIKU. CaMm YpMap BbUIHII BCIO MOATOTOB-
JICHHYIO B €r0 MOKOSIX BOJY U CaM CXOJIWJ HAJIWJI YHUCTYIO. 3@ CTOJIOM TOXE HE MPUKOCHYJICS HU K
ogHoMy HanuTKy. [Ipummmocs nckars 00xoaHble myTy. [IpUIIock NpuayMBIBaTh aX LEJIBIH IUIaH.
B pesynprare XapaHa «Cily4ailHO» CTOJKHYJIACh C MapKM30M B KOPUAOpE, YPOHUB TOI'O Ha IOJ.
U onsTh ke «CiydaifHO» HEMHOTO BOIBI M3 rpaduHa, 9TO Hecla JeBYIIKa, BBUIMIOCH MPSMO Ha
My>kunHy. KOHEuHO, MHOTO €My He MOIajo, HO CMbICH ObUT HE B ATOM. Iloka OH cynopoXHO I10-
Taj BO3YX U CIVIaThIBaJI MOMABIIYIO BONY, JIec 3a ero cnuHoi B HEBUAUMOCTH € (PUIIaJIOM KOHIIEH-
TPUPOBAHHOIO 3€JIbsl IO OJIHOM Karuie Biuia B poT. OH NPOMIOTUI YEThIpE KAIuld, HO 3TOTO OBLIO
JIOCTaTOYHO. A ellle OHa MOJIuJIa BCIO ey, ponuTaB Aaxe xiaed. Hy n Hanocnenok ocrarku 3eibs
OHa BJIWJIA BO BCE JIUTHBIE aJTKOTOJIbHBIE HAMUTKH B €r0 MOKOsIX. Tak, Ha BCSIKUM city4ail. [ maBHOE
OBbLIIO IOTOM HeE 3a0BITh UX BCE BBUIUTD.

HurepecHo, 3auem oHa ceiyac-To noHagoodunace umneparopy? Mpuranus 6ombliie XJI0MoT
HE J0CTaBisia, NpUHAB Oyayuiero cynpyra. OH yxe He Ka3ajcs €dl y)KacHbIM M HENPUSTHBIM,
Ooutee TOTO, ¢ KaKIBIM YacOM Opak CTaHOBHJICS JUIs HEE Bce OoJiee MpHuBIIeKaTeIbHOM naee. Yro-
TO euie?

— Amunecra! Hy Hakonen-to!

— Baiue BennuectBo, — Jlec npucena B peBepaHce, nckoca s Ha MyxuuHy. Jlopn Aypuan
BBIIJISAZIE] B3BOJTHOBAHHBIM, XOTSI TEPLIOTHHS HE BUENA 0COOBIX MPUYMH I 3TOT0, — YTO-TO CIIY-
YUJIOCH?

— Ciyanniocs! CBagp0a y HaC CIydmiiach, €CIM ThI eile He 3a0biia! 1 mouemy 3T0 ThI Tak
CIOKOITHA?

—IloToMy 4TO HE BUKY IOBOJA JJIs TAHUKH, — CLIOKOMHO noasna ruieyamu Jlec. — [IpuHnecca
Wputanus nox neiicTBUEM 3€iibsg U YK€ HAYMHAET HCIBITHIBATh CUMIIATHIO K Mapku3y. Camomy
MapKHU3y 3€Jb€ TOKE MOAJIMIN, Aa B TAKOM 00bEME, UTO OH BIItOOUTCH elle ObicTpee. ['octu 0 auy-
HOCTH >KEHHXa HE B Kypce, a BC€ MOTEHIUAJIbHbIE YIPO3bl /Ul DTaJlOHa Mbl YCTpaHUIu. Yepes
noyaca Bbl OOBSIBUTE O IOMOJIBKE, a 3aBTpa ¢ yTpa mpoBeneM oOpsa. U Bce. Uepes cyTku Bce
OyaeT 3aKOHYEHO.

— Bo3moxHO, ThI U IpaBa, — ycTaso B310XHYa Aypual, — Apaap u Jlomac To xe camoe TBep-
JT. ..

— Munopn, s Oyay psaoM Bech Beuep, — mooodemniana repuoruHs.

— J1a? — Bopyr nykaBo yasIOHYINCS MykunHa. — Hy Torma Touno Bce Oynet xoporo. Tel MOt
TanucMal, Amuiiecta. JIagHo, 9To-TO s ¥ IpaBaa pasHEpBHUYAICS, BOT IaXKe He CKasal Tede, 4To
TBI CETOAHS POCTO (PAHTACTHYECKHU XOPOIIIa, — YABIOHYJICS UMIepaTop, u Jlec HeBOIBHO yIBIOHY-
nack B OTBeT. — [lepBrbIit Tanen Moii!
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— DTO 4eCTb JUIsl MEHSL.

— Oi1, AmuecTa, TOJIBKO HE HaJI0 3TOTO ABOPIIOBOTO 3THKeTa! Thi 5ke 3Haelb, OT OJIU3KUX
s ero He TepIutto. 1 BooO1iie, Korjga cTosib MPeKpacHbIe U IOHbIE JEBYIIKM HAYMHAIOT 00palarbes
Ha BBI, 1 YyBCTBYIO CE€0s1 CTAPUKOM.

—Jla? A MHe Ka3aj0ch, 4YTO My>KUMHAM HPaBUTCS, KOT/1a IPEKPACHBIE U FOHBIE JIEBHI, ITPHUCE-
Jlasi B pEBEPAHCE U OTKPbIBAsl HEIJIOXOM BUJ HA JIEKOJBTE, TOMHO B3JBIXAIOT «MUJIO-0-0-0pI», —
¢bwiprHyNa Jlec.

— O na! Munas mos AMuiiecTa, a Thl HE XOUelllb MEHsI II0Pa0BaTh U MOCIEI0BaTh UX MPH-
mepy?

— Hy Tonbko eciy BaM 3TO IMOMOKET OT BOJIHEHMUS.

— [TomokeT, — yOe:xIEHHO KMBHYJI UMIIEPATOP, TOPSAIIMMH [VIa3aMU I HAa MaruaHy.

— Torna nocraparoch Bac opajoBarh. A Iie €e BeIMUecTBO U ocTanbHble? — Jlec nepeserna
TeMy: — Bam yxe nopa BbIXOTUTb.

— Ceituac npuayt. Kaiit npuexan. — imneparop onsiTb NocMypHeEN.

— BbI pa3pemniam eMmy nprucyTcTBOBaTh Ha TOMOJIBKE?

— Jla. Bel e camu MeHs yroBapuBasid. Bot nmo3atomy u xouy, yto0sl Mputanus yBujaena ero
IIOTIO3XKE.

W cnoBHO B OTBET Ha €ro CJ0Ba JABEPh paclaxHyjlach U Ha IOpOre MosBWIMCh MuHacTa-
cus ¢ netbmi, Jlomac u Apnap. Bece oHH, KpoMe NpUHIECCHI, BBINIAACIN HAPSYKEHHBIMU, U JJaXKe
OJIeCK ILIEJIKOB M JParoLeHHbIX KaMHEW He cKpbiBai 3Toro. Tonbko MpuTtanus Oblia criokoiiHa u
Jlake MeuTaresibHa. Ee j1aBaHI0BO€E IUIaThe, pacliuTOE 30J10TOM U aMETHUCTAMHU, UCATIbHO OTTE-
HSUTO TJ1a3a ¥ JIENIaJo0 JIMIOo Oosiee MATKUM. A BOT €€ MaTh, XOTh H BBITIISZIENIAa HACTOSIICH BeInde-
CTBEHHOM KOpOJIEBOM, Oblia Ha npenene. Jlec 3To 4eTko Buaena.

— Munienu, muitopasl. — Jlec npucerna B peBepaHce, 310pOBasiCh, HO B OTBET ITOJyYHJIA HEYTO
HeBpazymuTenbHoe. Tonbko JIoMmac HOpMaabHO MONPUBETCTBOBAJ JEBYLIKY.

— UYro x, — mMIiepatop oOBeJ BceX B3MIISAZOM, — pa3 BCe B cOOpe, TO, MOXKAITYH, HAUHEM.

VY1oBUB HeracHbIN NpUKa3, ApAap TYT K€ BHICKOJIb3HYJI U3 KOMHATHI, a YepPe3 MUHYTY pa3-
JIaJICsl YCWJICHHBIM Marveu rojoc miamaras, BO3BEIAOIINMI O IPUXO/Ie UMIIEPATOPCKOU CEMBbH.

Jlopn Aypuan npotsHya pyKy MuHacTacuu, 3a KOTOPYIO Ta TyT JK€ yXBaTujach, 3arvIsAbIBast
MY’Ky B IN1a3a. BOT TonbKo OH ocTancs K 3ToMy aOCOIIOTHO PAaBHOAYLIEH, U KEHIUHE PULILIIOCH
cnarbes. Ho yke yepe3 MUT Ha ee JIMIIE OSBWIIACh MaCKa BBICOKOMEPHs, KOTOpasi HaJIEKHO CKpbLIa
ee uyBcTBa. Ciiez1oM BeicTpousiuch ActuMua u Mpuranus, noToM 3aHsaa cBoe MecTo AMUIIECTa
10J] pyKY € COBETHUKOM [ eBopoM, Hy U 3aMbIkall miecTBue Apzap.

3a 3TH nonyaca, rnoka Jlec 6eceopasna ¢ UMIEpPaTOPOM, 3aJl 3aMIOJHHIICS OKOHYATENIbHO, IIpe-
BPaTHBIIKCH B OyILIyIOLIEE [[BETHOE MOPE, KOTOPOE C MOSABICHUEM IPABAIIETO J0Ma JTaIMOHA pac-
CTYNHWJIOCH, ITO3BOJISIA IIPOLIECTBOBATH K MbEAECTAy, HA KOTOPOM BO3BBILIAINCH ABa TpoHa. I1ox
HEePELIeNOT rOCTeN U MPUIBOPHBIX UMIIEpATOPCKasi CeMbsl OyKBaJIbHO IUIbLIA K IOMOCTY, OCTaBIIss
3a co00i (rep CHIIBI U BETHYHUS.

Aypuan ¢ MuHacTacuell oJHsIMCh Ha CaMblil BEpX MOMOCTA U BCTAJIU [I€pe]l CBOMMHU TPO-
HaMH, CBBICOKA OIIsAbIBas 3a1. ActuMual ¢ Mpuranuei 3amepiu Ha Be CTYIIEHH HIKE, a cama
Jlec ¢ COBETHUKOM U CEKpETapeM pa3MeCTUINCh Y IEPBOM CTYNEHHU JIECTHUIIBL, KaK OJMKHUM KpyT
U JIOBEpEHHbIE JHIa. 31eCh ke yxe Haxonuwiuch Opon, Tuan, Ilaiit u Amanana. Kepr kak Bcerna
IPEAIIOYUTAI HE BBICTABIIATH CBOIO (hUTYpY Ha BceoOmiee 00o3penue, a Kaift mpuranscs ¢ camoro
Kpasi, Tak 4TO AMUJIeC cpa3y ero u He 3ametwia. Bnpodyem, Tak ObU10 npaBuiabHO. UpuTanuu He
CTOWJIO €TO IOKA BUJIETh.

Jlec ma3zamu Haua Mmapku3a. OH CTOSI BO BTOPOM psily, HE IpUBJEKas K ce0e BHUMaHUS,
U cMoTpen Ha moMocT. CTpaHHOe y Hero ObUIO BhIpaskeHHe. | epIioriHs He CMOIIIa ero J1axe pac-
mudpoBaTh, C ONHOW CTOPOHBI, BPOAE TaM OBbLI MHTEPEC, HO BOT C APYroi... UTo K, BOUCTUHY
TOBOPAT: Uy’kas JAylia — 00JI0TO, U HUKTO HE 3HAET, UTO OHO CKphIBaeT. BrpoueM, ceituac ee 31o
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MaJio BOJIHOBaJO. Jleno, mo cyTu, yxe ObUIo CAeNaHo, U 0CTaBajOCh JIUIIb MPOCIEIUTh, YTOOBI
HUKTO HE BMEILAJICS.

— Apy3bs! — 3pI4HBIN rO10C UMIIEpaToOpa MpoHeccs 10 3aily. — Paj nmpuBeTCTBOBAaTh BCEX Bac B
CTOJIb CBETIIBIN ACHB JUIsl HaIlel ceMbr. Most 104k, puHLiecca Dtanuona Mpuranus auoa DnsTap,
BbIOpasia ce0e Cymnpyra, OT/IaB CBOE CEP/IIIE U PYKY... — TYT OH criesnan 3G eKkTHYIO may3y, 1a TAKylo,
YTO BCE MPUCYTCTBYIOIINE 3aTalIU JbIXaHue, — Mapku3y Ypmapy cen O-llleBpo, crapiiemy cbiHy
cecTphbl Kopodist DnbBaHThl Ponecra Tperbero.

B3nox, mpokaTuBmmiics mo 3aiy, ObUT MOZOOEH HE caMoMy ci1aboMy MOphIBy BeTpa. Hapox
VAUBIIEHHO TEpEeIvIsAbIBANICS, MEePEIIECNThBAICA U Opocalcs M3yMIIEHHBIMM BOCKJIMIIAHUSAMU. A
IIOTOM BCE JIPYXKHO IOBEPHYJIUCh B CTOPOHY MapKH3a, KOTOPbII HECHEIIHO ABUHYJICA K IOMOCTY.
JUIMHHBIN, ¢ BHEITHOCTBHIO alIbOMHOCA, B JUIMHHOM TYHUKE IIBETa PTYTHU C IUIATUHOBBIMU YKpallle-
HUSIMH, OH III€JI C TaKUM TOpPABIM BUIOM, 4TO Jlec ¢ TpyaoM ymanoch criepkars cMmelok. Ja, a
caMOMHeHue TaM He ciaboe. [IpyueM B TOM, YTO 3TO OBLJIO UMEHHO CAMOMHEHHE, a HE Macka,
JIEBYLIIKA HE COMHEBAJIACh.

[TonHsBIIMCH HA HUKHIOKO CTYTIEHBKY [IOMOCTa, MapKU3 POTAHYN pyKy MpuTanuu, u, K Bce-
o0uieMy yauBJIEHHIO, Ha Ty0ax MPUHIIECCHI pacliBesia UCKPEHHS yiabloka. OHa akKypaTHO IOJI0-
JKWJIa CBOIO JIAJIOLIKY HA MPOTSAHYTYIO PyKYy U NITUYKOM CIIOpXHYJla BHU3, IPUHUMAs! )KEHUXA.

— Jlyia MeHsl BeJIMKasi 4eCTh U pajocTh, — IPOroBOPMI YpMap, HEOTPHIBHO IS B IVla3a
IpUHIIECCE, — YTO BBIOOpP CaMOM MpeKpacHOW NEBYIIKHU Iaj Ha MeHs. Sl He cMell U HaJesThCsl, HO
ceiyac s cuactiauB. KiissHyCh OBITH 1IOCTOMHBIM MOEH MPUHIIECCH U Oepeyb KaK caMOe COKPOBEH-
HOE COKPOBHILE CEPALIE MOEH JIEAH.

— Jla 6ynet Tak! — ¢ cepbe3HBIM BUJIOM KUBHYJ AypuaH.

— ¥Ypa! bpaso! I[To3apasnsem!

Kpuku u armogucMeHThl CIMIIUCh B OJUH CIUIOIIHOW TYJ. YK HAaCKOJBKO TaM BCE OBLIN
UCKPEHHH, 3TO OBUI OTIENBHBINA Pa3roBOp, HO PaJ0BAINCH OypHO. AMMIIEC JIMIIH TPUILYPUIIACh,
OLICHMBas IpPUIJIALIEHHBIX Ha MpeaIMeT KakoW-HUOyab HEOXKHWJAHHOCTH, HO Huyero. Hukro He
coOupasicsi HamajaTh WINW MaKOCTUThb. Aypbl ObLIIM pa3HbIMU, HO 3J100bl, HEHABUCTH, PEBHOCTHU
Bpoze Obl IPKO HUTZE HE IbLIaNU. Tak yTo... MOKa MOXXHO ObLIO paccaaOUThCS.

— Mowu noporue, — AypuaH CHOBA B3sJ1 CJIOBO, IPU3BaB BCEX K MOPAJIKY, — [IPOLIY Bac pasze-
JMTH C HAMU 3Ty pagocTthb. M mycts 6an HauHeTcs!

[IporsnyB pyKy ummeparpuie, AypuaH BMECTE C HEH CITyCTUIICS C IOMOCTA U BBIIIEN B LIEHTP
3aJ1a, psIZIoM C HUMH TYT K€ OKa3aJlach elle OjHa apa — HOBOSIBJICHHBIE )KEHUX U HEBECTA, a CIIyCTs
MUHYTY TPETbs. ACTUMHUAH, CIIyCTUBIIUCH C IOMOCTA, IPOTAHY PyKy AMUIIECTE, KOTOPYIO OHA HE
PUCKHYJIa IPOUTHOPUPOBATh, U BBIBEI €€ B LICHTP 3aJja.

3aurpana My3blKa, TPaJULUOHHBIM ManbT Jluapa, KOTOPbIA MEPBBIMU TAHIYIOT TOJIBKO
YIEHbI NpaBsuieil cembr JTanuoHa. [log HeXXHYI0 KpacUBYIO MEJIOANI0 OHU KPY>KUJIUCh B TaHIIE,
MI03BOJISIs1 OCTAJIBHBIM NMPUNTH B c€0s1 ¥ 320JHO PACCMOTPETh CEMbIO DJbTap BOIM3H.

B kaxoi-To MOMEHT ACTUMHAH CJIUIIKOM CHJIBHO C)Kal JaJoHb AMHIEC, © OHA HEBOILHO
nepeBesa B3I Ha napTHepa. [IpuHi Beimisaen 1o npenena pasapaxeHHbiM. OH ¢ TpyZOM caep-
YKUBAJI IMOILIMH, a T1a3a TEMHENU OyKBAJIbHO C K0 CEKYHIO0H.

— AcTMHaH, — IETIOTOM IT03Bajia €ro JEBYIIKa, — MHE OOJIBHO.

— IIpoct. — OH ci10BHO OBl OYHYJICS M OCIa0MI XBaTKy, HO B3IVIsIa OT Kpy»Kalled psaoM
CECTpBI HE OTBEI.

— Yt0-TO HE TaK?

— Bce e Ttak! — ymynpuiics menoroM npokpuyaTh OpUHL. — MO0 cecTpy NpUBOPOXKUIH K
KakoMy-To... — OH ele caepxkall pyrarenbcTBo. — He moHumaro, mouemy oter Mouiels Ha TaKoe.

— TbI e 3Haeub.

— 3Haro, HO He oHuMato, nouemy oH! Yem Kaiit xyxe? C HuMm Obl oHa Obula cuacTiuBa!l A
3TOT... C HUM 4TO-TO HE TaK!
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— W ¢ aTum Oyzer.

— Ara, oz npuBopoTom!

— Actumuad... — Jlec Hayana rOBOPUTh, HO TYT TaHELl 3aKOHYWICS, U MYX4YHUHA OBICTPO
BBIBEJI €€ U3 Kpyra U, HOKJIOHUBIINCH, UCYE3 B TOJIIIE.

IIpaBna, B oguHouecTBe Jlec ocraBanach HEAOITO. YK€ YEPE3 JABE MUHYTHI PSAOM C HEM
OKa3aJiCsl UMIEpaTop U MpUIIallatolle NpoTaHya pyky. OTka3ats Jlec He mocmerna, 1a U He XOTea.

— Muno-o-opa, — NPOTSHY/IA OHA U MIPHUCENla B peBEPaHCe, 3aCTaBUB YAUBIECHHO OTIIPSIHYTh
0JIU3 CTOAIIMX, HACTOJIBKO 3a/I0PHBIM M TPOMKUM OKa3ajcs cMex AypuaHa.

— AX, AMuzecTa... — OH YKOPU3HEHHO TIOKauaJI TOJIOBO, — M HE CTBIIHO JPAa3HUTH CTapuKa?
— BbI He cTapuK U IPEKpPAcHO 3HAETE 00 ITOM.
— JIscTHIIB?

— Jla uto Bel! McTHHHAs npaBaa!

— Toraa yTo ke Thl TaK CONPOTUBIISAEIIbCS CTaTh OJIMKe? — BHE3AITHO KOBAPHO IIPOU3HEC OH,
u Jlec OT HEOKUAAHHOCTH 3aXJI0Mala Ila3aMU, He 3Hasl, YTO OTBETUTb.

— Barme BenuuecTBo, 5 k€ TOBOPUIIA, S PEBHUBA U HE JIIOOMIIO 1€TUTHCS.

— Ecnu 1e0s 0cTaHaBIMBAET TOJBKO 3TO. ..

— Musnop, B 11000M Cily4ae BbI )KEHAThI.

— A ecnu 661 He ObUT? — Bompoc ObLT 3a/1aH JIETKO, HO AMMJIEC HANPATIIACh, YCIIBIIIAB CKOJIb3-
HYBILIYIO0 HOTKY HACTOSIILIEr0 UHTEpECA.

— B cBeTe yxe UMErOIuXCs pealnii, — Cepbe3HO MPOrOBOPHIIA OHA, — 51 OBl YyBCTBOBaJA ceOs
BHUHOBATOM.

— Actumuan?

— On 3nutcs. EMy He HpaButcs mapku3. Ho Bens Kept npoBepsist ero, Tak 4Tto Tam J10JIKHO
OBITh BCE B MOPSJAKE, a... KXM... Hallll YCUJIUS JI0/I€Tat0T BCE OCTaIbHOE.

— Ha. Tel monozen. S Buaen, kak 104b CMOTpEIIa Ha HETo, J1a U caM YpMap BpPOZAE TOXKE... —
HEYBEPEHHO 3aKOHYMJI OH.

— Bamie BennuecTBo, Bce OyAET XOPOIIO, — YK€ B COTBI pa3 MOBTOpUIAa FEPLIOTUHS, IOCIIAB
YCIOKaNBaIOILYI0 YJIBIOKY MOHAPXY.

— Yo ), Tebe Bepro. Ho ¢ Tebs ere TaHer.

— Kak Oynet yroznHo BaiieMy BEJTUYECTBY.

— OX... Bcerna Obl Takx!

Bropoii Taner oHHM yke TOBOPHIIH O 00JIee HEUTPaIbHBIX Belax. 3a TO, YTO UX IMOJICITYIIALOT,
Jlec He BoIHOBANACh. AMyNeT ee COOCTBEHHOTO MPOM3BOACTBA HAJAEKHO YKPBIBAI OT JFOOOTIBIT-
HBIX ymeil. Tak 94To OHM BIOBOJIb MOCMESUIMCHh U HAJ HEyJauyHbIMU MOIMBITKAMU COOJIA3HEHUS U
IIMUOHAXA, U HaJl yAUBIEHHBIMU JIUIIAMU COCENIEH.

Korna ranen 3akonunscst, Aypuas cam rposoaui Jlec 1o HeOonbI10i GaHKETKH, MOLIET0BAT
Ja/10Hb, IOOJIaro1apuil 3a 3aMevaTeNIbHbIN TaHel] U OTIpaBuiIcs K nomocrty. [loxoxe, umneparop
pelni MOCUAETh U MOCMOTPETh Ha Mepomnpustue. [lo npaBunam, BEpXOBHbII paBUTENL 00s3aH
OTOBITH C TOJYaca, a IOTOM YK€ pEeIlaeT, OCTaBaTbCs WK MOKUHYTh Oasl. EcTecTBEeHHO, NpenBa-
PUTETHHO 000N BCEX BEHIICHOCHBIX TOCTEH.

Jlec mpocnenumna B3MIAI0M, KaK My>KUMHA UAET K IOMOCTY, U 3aMETUIIa, KaK K AypHaHy JIBU-
Hynach AMasnaHa. BoT Tonbko, Kk ynuBienuto Jlec, oH oTpuiiaTeabHO KauHyJl TOJI0OBOW U IBUHYJICS
Jlanbliie K TPOHY, OCTaBUB KEHILMHY C NOTEPSIHHBIM JIMLIOM CMOTpETh eMy Bciied. Maa... Hexo-
poto.

B3msin repuiornau ckonb3Hyl fajibiie. Mputanus npoiokana TaHIeBaTh ¢ MAPKU30M, U Ha
ee JuIe 1Bena yiubioka. Jlaxke cam YpMap BBIAABHII YTO-TO ITOXOXKEE, UTO JUIS HETO OBLIO, BUIAMMO,
nonBuroM. Actumuana He Obuio, kak U Opona, na u Kailt toxke orcyrcTBoBai. [loxoxke, oHu
BTpPOEM MOKUHYIH 0aj. A BoT Kemis TaH1eBan ¢ Kako-To PpeisInHOM, MSTKO yiIbI0asCh U YTO-TO
nienya e Ha yxo. A ropopui, Jirooumas... Bce oHM onMHaKoBbIE.
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— W xro 1ebs pazoznun?

— Bechb pox myxckoit, — peipkHyna Jlec, cMoTps Ha 3amepiero psom Ilaiirta.

— O, Torna s foJKeH 3T0 ucrpaBuTh! Jleny no3BOIUT NpUITIACUTD €€ Ha TaHel?

— C ynoBonbctBUeM! — Jlec npuHsia pyKy U 03BOJIWJIA YTSHYTh c€0sl B LIEHTP 3aJa.

Kpyxa ¢ mapku3om, oHa MOJIHOCTBIO pacciaaduiach, Mojyyas UCTUHHOE YIOBOJIBCTBUE OT
TaHMa. Jlerkuii GuupT, MIyTKH, ¥ OHA C YAUBICHHEM OTMETHJIA, YTO yXKE JaBHO CMYIIIEHHO YIIbIOa-
eTcsl.

[Torom ObIn emie TaHer, a BOT Tperbero Jlec He momycrmina. Eme He XBartamo, 4ToOBI
HOTIONI3JIA CIIYXU O TOMOJIBKE WM emie o ueM-i1u00. Tak 4To, 0TKa3aBIIMCh OT MPOJOKEHUS,
JIEBYLIIKA MTPUCEIIa B YroJKe, HaOnroaas 3a BeCeNIUMUCS rocTaMu 1 puasopHbiMu. Cam Kaiinap
MY>KECTBEHHO BBI3BAJICS IPUHECTH YTO-HUOY/Ib BBIIUTH U, TI000EIIAB CIIPABUTHCS OBICTPO, CKOJIb3-
Hy1 K ctosiaM. OOer4eHHo B3/10XHYB, Jlec nmombITanach NepeBeCTU AyX, KOTrJa psiioM BO3HUKIIA
mpadHas ¢gurypa rpada Tuana. O momgan, Jlec Toxe He criemmia HaYuHATh Pa3rOBOP.

—IpocTn, — HaKOHEI Mpou3HeC OH. — 5 He XoTen Teds HU B ueM 00BUHATE. [IpocTo peBHOCTH
Y HEYBEPEHHOCT. . .

— IIpomato, — nepeduina ero aeByuka. — A moijeM noraHiryem?
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maBsa 3

Ecnu Amunecta nymana, uro tanen ¢ Jlamrcom OyleT MOCIeTHIM TPEBOKHBIM MOMEHTOM,
TO OHA SIBHO omn61achk. CTOMIO TOIBKO 3aMEpPeTh B MOCJEIHEM T, KaK BAPYT B3IV 3alCHHIICS
3a Kaiinapa, 3amepiiero ¢ OTCTpaHEHHBIM BUJIOM Y CTEHBI. B pykax y HEero HacMeuuiuBo NocCBep-
KHUBallu XpycTajieMm 1Ba 6okana. B3risa 3amerancs cam coO0i, CyTOpOKHO UIIA BBIXOI.

boru! Hy BOT mouemy oHa 4yBcTByeT ceOs BUHOBaTOM, a? Beap HM OAMH U3 HUX Jajbllie
(upTa HEe JABUTAETCS, HUYETO KOHKPETHO HE TOBOPHUT, OJHH HAMEKH, KOTOPHIM HE BEPHUTCH...
ChumkoM JaBHO OHHM 3HAKOMBI, CIUIIKOM OJHO3HAYHBIM paHbllle ObLIO MX MOBeaeHue... Hy
MIOYEMYy OHa HE OJIHA U3 MPUJBOPHBIX KOKETOK? BOT Kak OHU yMyIpsItOTCA KPYTUTh Cpa3y JIeCsT-
KOM MY’UHH, a TyT BCETO JIBOE, Ja C HEMOHATHBIMUA HAMEKaMH, a Y HE€ UyBCTBO, YTO OHA JKEHUXY
nepen cBaabp00i pora HactaBuia!

Buaumo, ee B3msaa ObLT HACTOIBKO KPACHOPEYHMBO 3aTPABJIICHHBIM, YTO B KAKOW-TO MUT C
TPOHHOTO MOMOCTA CITyCTUJICSI CaM UMIIEPATOP U MATKOM MOXOJKON MPUOIU3UICS K TAHIYIOIIHUM.

— I'pad, BB MO3BONIMTE MHE MPUIIIACUTH BaIlly ApTHEPIY HA TaHEI[?

— KoneuHo, Bamie BennyecTBo. — J[aMuc MOKOpHO CKJIIOHMJICS B MOKJIOHE, nepenanas Jlec
uMIieparopy. B TOT ke MUT OJMMIIUCH MJIaBHBIE aKKOPAbI BalbCa, U AypHUaH MSTKO MOTSAHYJ rep-
[OTUHIO B TaHell. — Hy, 4To TeOs MO>KHO MO3paBUThH?

— C uem, musopa?

— Hy kak e, 1BO€ TaKMX MOJOKUTEIbHBIX MYKUYMH MPETEHIYIOT HA BHUMAHHUE. .. XOTS YTO-
TO 51 HE BUKY PaoCTH B ra3zax. OOBIYHO JEBYIIKU CUYACTIIMBHI, KOT/A MOSIBISIOTCS MOKJIOHHUKH.

— 51 Ob1, HaBepHO, TOXKEe ObUTa OBl CUACTIMBA, €CIM OBl HE JIBA «HOY», — CJIETKA MTOMOPIIIH-
nack Jlec, kpaeM riaza 3amedasi, 3aMepIiryto B o0iiem kpyre Amanany. JKeHIuHa BeImisiiena mnpe-
KpacHO, BOT TOJBKO 3aCTHIBIIAasl Macka C TOJIOBOI BblJaBaia ee 4yBcTBa. DaBopuTKa ObLIa 3Ia.
EcrectBeHHO, uMIiepaTop 3a CErojiHs €Ile HU pa3y ¢ Hel He MOTAHIIEeBal, 3aT0 3TO YK€ TPETUM
TaHEI, KOTOPBIM OH IapUT repIIOTUHE.

— U xakue 310 «HO»? — MIMneparop KpyTaHyll ee elle pa3, u Teneps Ha miasza Jlec monancs
Actumuan. Korna oH BepHyscs B 3ai1, AMUJIECTa HE BUJIEJIa, HO C€Yac OH CMOTPEJ IPsIMO Ha HUX
Y €T0 BhIpaKEHUE OBLIO 3€PKAIbHBIM 00pa3oM (paBOPUTKH. YIIC. ..

— Camble 4TO HU Ha €CTh MPOCThIE, — ITpU3HaIach Jlec, — BO-MEPBbIX, HU OJJUH U3 HUX HUYETO
HE rOBOPUT Hampsamyro. Hameku, oroBopku, MIyTku... To Ju *xKAYT OT MEHs MEepPBOro 1iara, TO JIn
IIPOCTO CaMU HE YBEPEHBI U HE CHelIar. A BO-BTOPBIX, Mbl Bellb JaBHO 3HAKOMBI, MUjiopA. Eite 10
MO€ero npuesaa Bo ABopel. M 3a 3TH AecATh JET HU OJIMH U3 HUX HU pa3y Jlake He MOCMOTPEN Ha
MEH$ KaK Ha >KCHILUHY.

— U tenepp ThI cUMTACIIb 3TO BCE UTPOM, — YTBEPAUTEIBHO IpOU3HEC AypHaH, — YTO OHU
CTajJu TOOOW MHTEPECOBATHCS TOJIBKO M3-3a IMOJIOKCHUS?

— Jla, HaBepHO...

— Tol Ooumibcs, — 3aKIIIOYMIT OH, U Jlec He cTana ciopuTh. — 3psl, Thl ICHCTBUTEIHHO OYCHB
NpUBJICKATENIbHAS U YHUKaJIbHAs JAeBylIKa. JKab, 4TO BCE TAK CIOKUIOCH U Thl TAK MPUHILIMUIIH-
aJIbHA. ..

— Munopna!

— ...MHaue s Obl JoKa3als Tede, YTO Thl He MpaBa, — He 0OpaTHB BHUMAHHS HA €€ OKPHK, 3aKOH-
g1 AypuaH. — A 4TO KacaeTcs JOPAOB, TO He JyMai 0 HUX. DTO OHU JOJKHBI TeOsi JoOUBaThCs,
a He ThI BBIOUpaTh. Jaxke XOpolo, 4To UX JBOE, MoaKkTHUBHEE OynyT. BpoueM, mpuMu Moii coBeT.
He Toponuce. Thl emie oueHb M0OJI0/1a, YTOOBI CBA3BIBAaTH cebOst 00s3arenbeTBaMu. [Tomoxkan Xots
OBl IOJTOIUKA, ITYCTh OHU CAENAIOT MEePBbIi MIar.

— Cmacuo0o.

— Jla e 3a uro. OTnpixaii, pa3zsnekaiics. Hu o uem He nymail.
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— A KaK xe...

— He Bonnyiics. MpuTtanuto s ceifuac OTHOPaBIIO C MAaTEPbIO B MOKOU, IyCTh NOOYIyT TaM
0] OXpaHOH, Aa0kl IynocTel He HaTBOpuiu. Jla u cam, Aymaro, MOKUHY 0ajl, MyCcTh MOJOAEKb
BECEIIUTCS.

— Bamie BenuuecTBo, 3TO Bbl ceii4ac HaPAIIMBAETECh HA KOMILTUMEHT?

— A s ero MOry NoIxy4uTh?

— Koneuno! Bl u camu 3Haete, 4To BHOJIHE JaauTe (Opy BCEM MPUCYTCTBYIOIIKM.

— AX... Amunecra... JlanHo, He BBoHU B rpex. biarogapro 3a mpekpacHsiii Tanen. — U, more-
JIOBaB PYKY, UMIIEpaTOp, HE oOpallias HU Ha KOr0 BHUMAaHMsI, CIIOKOMHO MPENPOBONII FEPLIOTUHIO
K TUBaHYUKY. — Paccimabbcsi. OCHOBHOE yKe MPONEHO. A TIOKa. .. 51 1aM Te0e BO3MOXKHOCTh TIepe-
JIOXHYTb, — U OH IOJMUTHYI €il.

N ymen, ocraBus Jlec moxa nepekpecTHbIMU B3I AAMU. [ €plOrMHS ¢ TPyAOM IOAaBHIIA
KeJlaHue NepeIePHYTh IIeYaMH WM BooOIe coexars. Ho 310 Obiia ObI HEMO3BONUTENBHAS Clla-
00CTh, IO3TOMY OHA CIIOKOWHO U C JOCTOMHCTBOM oIsabiBajia 3ai. OHa BuJena, Kak Aypuad,
BBIXOA U3 3aia, cruenan 3Hak Kainapy u Jlamucy, BeIBoAs uX 000uX 3a coO0M U3 3a1a. AMuiec
IPOBOJIMIJIA UX B3MISJIOM U CIIEpBa J1aXke HE MOHsIA, YTO, TOXKE MPOCIEAUB B3MIAAOM 33 TPOULIEH,
AcTHUMMaH HapaBUWJICS NPSAMO K HEW. B rooBe cyaopoKHO IPOHECINUCH MBICIH, HO IPEAYTaaTh,
YTO CKaXXeT WU CAeaeT npuHil, Jlec He cmorna. Bnpouewm, npuraieHue Ha TaHell OblJIO BIIOJIHE
0KUAEMO B OTVINYHUE OT CIAEAYIOLIUX €ro CJIOB!

— I cMOTpIO, THI IPUHSJIA PELLIEHUE.

— O gem 117

— He npuxuaeiBaiics, Tede 310 He uaet. Ckaxku, ObITh (PaBOPUTKON UMIIEpaTopa MpecTHKHEE,
yeM HeBecTou npuHIa? Vnm Tel HaZieembCsi Ha 4TO-TO Oofbiiee? 3aoMHU, AMUJIECTA, TOJIBUHYTh
MO0 MaTh s TeOe He 1mo3Boi0. [1o TBOEH MHIIOCTH S TIOTEPSUT CErOTHS CEeCTpy, OOJBIIEro s He
JOMyIIy, — U, OPOCUB €€ MPSMO B TaHIIE, HAIIPABUJICA K BBIXOMY. JIec HEBOJIILHO OIVISIHYJIACh, OTME-
TUB, YTO TPOH YXe€ IyCT, ]a U IPHUHIIECCA CO CBOUM MApKHU30M HE KPYTUTCS PSIOM... U TYT K€
HalpaBUIach B MPOTUBOMNOIOKHYIO CTOPOHY. CTOATH U JienaTh U3 ce0s MOCMEIIUIIE OHA HE HaMe-
peHa. XBaTUT TOT0, YTO €€ OPOCUIIN B TAHLIE.

[lonxBatuB co crosa mepBbli MONABUIMICS OOKald M caesnaB OONBIION TJIOTOK, OHA HAKO-
HEI[-TO IepeBenia AblxaHue. XBaTUT. Huuero He ciayuymsoch, a CIMIIKOM pPE3BbIM OHA BCErIa
3aTKHET poT... BTOpo#l m10TOK OHa jenana MeajaeHHee, pa3lyMblBas, yTo AejaTh Jaiblie, a BOT
TPETUH 4yTh HE CTOWJI €1 KU3HH.

— [IpuBercTBYyt0, MHJIEAN, — pa3aBIIMiiCs 3a CIIMHOM roioc AMajaHbl TaK U COUMIICS 3J10-
CTBIO.

— JloOpwrii Beuep. — Jlec HaTsHya yIBIOKY M YK€ C Hel TIOBepHYIIAach K (DaBOPHUTKE, YTOOHI C
TPYZIOM IIOJIaBUTH JKEJIAaHUE OTHPSHYTH OT SIPOCTH BO B3IJISAIE JKEHIUHBI.

— JoOpe1it? BopoueMm, KoMy Kak... Sl cMOTpIO, Bbl HUKAK HE ONpPEIEIUTECH CO CBOMMU
nokynonHukamu? He 6onreck cyap0b1 nenun HepBan?

— A k10 310? — Jlec HEBOJIBHO HAXMYPHUJIIACh.

— OpmHa BeTpeHast 0co0a, TOKe HaleIMBIIAsICSA CTaTh UMIIEPATPHIICH.

— Amanana, 3a4eM BBI TaK...

— Jlenn Amanana, — KepT BO3HUK CJIOBHO U3-TI07] 3€MJIH, J1a TaK, YTO 00€ KEHIIMHBI B3IPOT-
HYJIM OT HEO’KUJAHHOCTH, — BaC JKJET €ro BEJIMYECTBO.

— KoneuHo. — ['ma3a ¢paBOpUTKU TYT e BCIIBIXHYJIH.

— U nemu, — Bcien nmoBecenesiel yoeraromiei sxkeHumne oOpocui BopoH, 3actaBuB Ty 3aMme-
PETh Ha MOJTyIIare, — €CJIM Bl HAMEPEHBI U AAJBIIIE TPOIOIDKATH O0IIATHCS C MIJIOPAOM, BaM CTOUT
Jy4llle KOHTPOJUPOBATh CBOU AMOLMH H... CIIOBA.
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— A nonsna. .. [Ipocture. Jleau Amunecrta, s U3BUHSAIOCH 3a CBOE HENOJ00AIOIIEE TOBECHHE.
EnuncTBEHHOE MO€E OmpaBaHKe — 3TO CTPAaX. .. HAJEKOCh, BbI MeHs noimere. [pomry npomuienus, —
U OHA yNOpXHYyJa.

— Jlenn Amunecta, He oOpalraiite BHUMaHUS. — 30pac BBIABHII U3 Ce0S CKYIYIO YIIBIOKY.

— Jla? 3naete, s ObI Bce-TaKu MpEANowIa yCiblaTh 0osiee BHATHOE oObsicHeHue. Kto ata
nenu Heppan?

— He nymato, 4To ee cTouT 00CyKaaTh 3/1€Ch.

— XM... a BOT 3TO Y€ OU€Hb UHTEPECHO. S TaK IOHUMALO0, YTO 3TO €IIE OJIHA JIEAU, YbE UMS
HEJb3s IPOU3HOCUTH BCiyX. Tak?

— Ha, — Be11oxHys KepTt, — BOT BUAUTE, BBl BCE MPEKPACHO IOHUMAETE.

— NmenHo, a motomy... He cobmaroBonute nogaputh MHE TaHEII.

— Amurnecra!

— Wnemre! He no3opsrech U HEe MpUBIEKaliTE BHUMAHUS, — U OHA BBITALIWIA €TI0 B LEHTP
3aJa, — a Ternepb, OOBICHSIITE.

— Amuiiecta, MHE OKa3aJIoCh, YTO Thl BCE MOHSIA.

— IloHsna u moTOMy MpennoyuTaro yciblark Oosnee nmoapodHoe oObsicHeHue. Wnu MHe
oot K komy-To emie? [lociymaiite, 3opac, BBl MHE yKe pacckazayiv 00 OAHOM, HUYETo HE CITy-
YUTCS, €CIIU BBl paccKakeTe U 0 BTopoil. He 3actapmnsiiTe MeHs 00paIaTbCcsi HE K TEM JIFOMISM.

— A BbI maHTaxucTka, Jeau laon. — 3opac nputypuics, Ho Jlec 1 He qymana myrarbes,
JIMILb CUHXPOHHO MOBTOpHIIA €ro ABMkeHue. — Hy uTo k... MOXeT, 3T0 U K JIy4lleMy, eCii s caM
BaM Bce 00bsiCHI0. HO MOBTOPSII0 — yCbIIIany, NPUHSIIM K CBEICHUIO U 3a0bLIH.

— S1 Hanoxwuna Ha Hac cepy Oe3MONIBHSI, — BMECTO OTBETA MMPOU3HECIIA AECBYIIKA.

— Xopomo. Tak BoT... jeau HepBaH... KXM... 3TO olHa aMOMIIMO3HAsi MaruaHa, KOTopas
peluia Noixy4YuTh TO, YTO €M He IPUHAJICIKUT.

— KXM... KaK-TO MyTHO 3By4YHuT. A KOHKpeTHEee?

— Konkpernee? Jla nerko. Monogas aeByIika, He 00Jaaronias HUKAaKUMH JI0CTOMHCTBAMHU,
KpOME Marmueckoro japa, 3axorejia cTaTh Hamel umneparpuiieid. CirydaitHasi BCTpeua, Koria ero
BEJIMYECTBO MHCIEKTUPOBAJ aKaJEeMHUIO, U BOT JEBHIlA pELINIa, YTO €H JIydile Bcero OyneT Ha
TpoHe. HUKTO HE 3HaeT, Kak €l 3T0 yIaJloCh, HO OHa CMOIJIa OKPYyTUTh Amapauasza. Jla tak, 4ro
OH JIa)KE PEILNICS Pa3BECTUCh C CYNPYTOil, 4TO U MPOU30LLIO OyKBaJbHO Yepe3 mapy AHEH. DTO
Ob11 ckangan. Ee BenuuectBo sienu PuMcrana, He BpIIEPIKaB TAKOTO M030pa, MOKUHYA JBOpell. A
9Ta... Iepeexasa Cloa M CTaja JKUTh KaK X03sika. Yke uepe3 JBe Hellenu NpeObIBaHus BO JBOPIIC
el mapoBanu TUTYN TpaduHU U axe oOBIBHIU O cBaanOe. M1 oHa OBl cocTosutack, eciu ObI BO
JIBOPEII CPOYHO HE BEPHYJICS HAa TOT MOMEHT elie NpuHI Aypuas. but 6ombioit ckangan. Munopa
Jla’ke TIOKUHYJ IBOP, HO 3TO HE OCTaHOBWIIO Ammapauasa. [lonmm gaxe ciayxu, yTo OyayIias uMIe-
parpuia 6epemenHa. IMEHHO 3TO BBIHYIMIIO BEPHYThCSI AypHaHa u rpuBe3TH Oapona Baiine. Ha
TOT MOMEHT OH YK€ ObLJI CUJIBHBIM Marom M cpasy ONpeAesnl, YTO Ha UMIIEpaTope CUIbHEHIINI
npuBOPOT. [IprueM caMblil 4TO HU Ha €cTh cTpamHenmui. Ha kposu. JIa3op cymen ero CHATh, HO
HE CMOT CHSATh MOCIEACTBHS. .. DTy Jleau HepBaH ka3HWIN, HO Alap/ua3 HE CMOT CIIPaBUTHCS C
nocneAcTBUsIMU Maruu. OH uctasii 3a rod. He cMor uTh Kak paHbllie. 3aKJIATHE ObUIO CIUIIKOM
CWJIbHBIM. AypuaH CUJIbHO NepexuBall. M3-3a oqHOM CTepBbI OH NOTEPSUT Cpasy U OTLA, U MaTh.

— A Matb ouemy?

— Jlean PumMcTaHa He nepexuiia mo3opa. Y Hee HE BBIAEPKAI0 CEpIILE.

— [HonsTHO... — Jlec 3aayMunBO MocMoOTpena Ha My>KUHMHY, HO BCE %€ HE BblepKaJia U CIpo-
cuna: — Ckaxwure, a pa3Be Ipu umneparope Amapzanase He ObU10 TPUIBOPHOTO Mara?

— Hy nouemy xe... 6bu1. Bor Tonpko nenu HepBan okazanach AOCTaTOYHO yMHA, YTOOBI
OTIOMTH HE TOJIFKO CAMOT0 HMITEPATOpPa, HO M ero OMrkHUH KpyT. Tonmbko Jlomacy ynanock nu3doexarb
3TOr0, ¥ TO, TOJILKO IIOTOMY, YTO OH B MOMEHT ITPUOBITHS 3TOM aMOUIIMO3HON IEBUIIBI OTCYTCTBOBAJI
BO JIBOPIIE, a KOT/ia IpUexal, CAeal BUJI, UTO MOJIEPKUBAET JI000M BHIOOP UMIIEpaTopa.
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—Mpa... — Amusec He 3Hana, 4To elle cka3aTh. — A nmouemy AmanaHa cpaBHUJIA MEHS C HEH?

— Hy yx... nequ IllaoH, 3T0-T0 BBl yXe MOIIM M camH foragarbcs. CuTyanus cXoaHa.
JleBylIka-Mar HauMHAET 3aurphIBaTh ¢ umnepaTtopoM. C KEHAThIM UMIIEPAaTOpoOM, y KOTOPOTO
B3POCIIbII CbIH, KOTOPOT'O CUTYyallUsl HE pajiyeT.

— CmemHo. OcoOEHHO C YYETOM TOTO, YTO S JlaBajia KIJISTBY M HUKOTO HE TPUBOPAKMBAJIA.

— A k10 3Haet? IIpuBOpOT, 10 CyTH, HE ABISAETCS NPUIMHEHUEM Bpena. ..

— Boo6ie-To siBnsieTcs.

— Cornaces, JUist TMYHOCTH SIBJISIETCS, BOT TOJIBKO KJISITBA BIIOJHE MOYKET TaKOE MPOIYCTUTb.

— Jla xBarut! Heyxenu Bbl Bcepbe3 AyMaeTe, uro s...

— Her, He nymato, — paccmesiics 3opac, — 3TO He B BalieM xapakrepe. K Tomy »xe npuBopor
BaM HE HYXKeH, U AypuaH, U AMUCTHAH M TaK COTJIACHBI... KXM... IPHYEM C ACTUMHUAHOM Y TeOs
BOOOIIIE BCE IIAHCHI CTaTh UMIIEPATPULIEH.

— MHe 3T0 He HYXHO!

— Bot u otBeT. — Yip10Ka 30paca crana MATKOW. — YCTIOKOMCs, AMUJIECTa, ThI IpyTasi, U BCe
3TO NOHMMAIOT. Tak uTo JaBail, CHUMal CBOW KyIoJj, MHE IIOpa UATU paboTaTh, a Thl OT/bIXaH.

Otnpixait, nerko cka3ath! Jlec 3anymMunBo omisgena 3ai, MOTArMBas B yrojaKe NpOoXJIaaHbIi
cok. ['ocTu nocne yxona uMneparopckoi CeMbH MOTYBCTBOBAIIU Ce0si CBOOOHEE, U TETIEPh TaHILY-
IOLIUX Map cTajo OoJbLIE, 1a U CAaMH TaHIbl ObUIN YK€ TOOTKPOBEHHEE, CIIBIILIAJICS CMEX, TPOMKHE
BBIKpUKHU. Koe-KTo cTan BecTH cebs COBCEM YK Ha TPaHH, @ MHOTHE TIPOCTO PEIIMINA YEAUHUTHCS.
ban, "MEHHO TakuM €ro repuoruHs U 3allOMHKJIA B CBOM ILIECTHA/ALATH JIET, KOIZa B MEPBBIA U
HOCJIEAHUI pa3 mnomnajia ctofa. Beiciiee o0OIecTBO HUYEM HE OTIIMYAIOCh OT JIF0OOro JIpyroro —
T€ YK€ UHTEPECHI, TE KE KEJIaHUs, T€ e MOBaJAKU. Pa3Be UToO BCe MPUKPBITO Byajibl0 POCKOILIU U
maHep. HaBepHoe, nMeHHO To, 4To Jlec cTosina B CTOPOHKE, ¥ TTO3BOJIMIIO € 3aMETUTh MOSIBIECHNE
UMIEPaTPULIBI.

Keniuna 3amepia Ha MOpoOre U MEUyIIMMCS B3IVISJIOM IbITajachk Koro-to HanTtu. Koro —
cekpeTa He cocTapisuio. U cyns no Tomy, Kak ¢ KaXkJ10i CEKyHJI0i OHa MpadHesa, rpo3a Obuia He
3a ropamu. YTo kK, nokainyid, camoe BpeMs... BrioyiHe oxuaaeMo u npeackazyemo.

Uto0bI pa3BepHYTHCS K CTOIY, IPUKPBITH MOPOKOM PYKH U BIIUTH COJAEPKUMOE HEOOIIBIIOTO
¢uana B 60Kaj, moTpedoBaach BCETo ofHa MUHYTA. M BOT y)ke, IOAXBAaTUB XPyCTaIbHBIN COCYI
U BTOpoO# 60Kan st ceds, Jlec mocnemmna Kk MuHactacuu, moka OHa He yIia.

— Munenu! — Jlec OKIMKHYA XKEHIMHY, KOTJIa Ta yKe co0panach yXOAUTh.

— Yo THI XOTENA?

— [Ipomury npomeHust, poCcTo €ro BEIUYECTBO CKa3all, 4TO Bbl OCTAINCH ¢ MpuTtanuei. .. Uro-
To ciayuminock? HyxHa nomoris?

— Her. TBosI-TO TOUHO HE HYKHA.

— Mutenu. — Jlec ¢ ykopoM OCMOTpENia Ha KEHIIUHY.

— Omna cnut... A 171€... ero BeIM4ecTBo?

— Munenu, — Jlec 3amsinace, — OH yiedn... K ce0e... OT/IbIXaTh.

— Xopouio. S 3aiily K HEMY...

— He crout, — nepedbuina ee Jlec, u umneparpuiia cHavyayia 3amepiia, misias Ha Amuiec, a
IIOTOM €€ TJ1a3a BCIIBIXHYJIHU, — BOT, ACPKUTE, BbIIEHUTE.

— Her!

— Ycnoxkoiitech u Bhinelte! — Jlec OykBanbpHO BCyumiia 00kain B pykd MUHAcCTacHH | CITy-
CTHJIa He3aMEeTHOE 3aKJIMHaHue yoexxIeHus. — Muiean, He Ha/lo J1eNaTh IIYOCTEeH.

— 3amomyn! Thl HUYETO HE MOHUMACTIID!

— K cuactsio, 1a, He moHKMMar0, — CEpbE3HO MpousHecna Jlec, — HO s TOHMMAIO, YTO B TAKOM
CUTYaI[M OCTAETCs TOJIBKO OHO — HE TEPATH CaMOYBa)KEHUSI.
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— He yuu Mens, He gopocia emie! — BCObIXHY/IA UMIIEpAaTPULIa U PE3KO Pa3BEPHYIIACh, YTOOBI
TYT K€ CTOJKHYThCS C HE3HAKOMBIM JIeC MyKUYMHOM, 38 CIUHOW KOTOPOr0 MasiuuI CEKpeTapb Aypu-
aHa. — Muxknuasac!

—Munacracus! — MykunHa yauBIeHHO pacniaxHyJ riasa. — Oif, IpocTy, Ballle BEIUYECTBO. —
OH ranaHTHO MOKJIOHUJICS U KAKUM-TO HEBEPOSATHO JIOBKUM KECTOM IOAXBATHII JIaJI0Hb KEHILUHBI,
3arevyarieB Ha HEW MOoLEIyH U OIISIEB )KEHIIUHY TaKUM B3IVISA0M, YTO Jaxe Jlec cTano HeloBKO.

— Jlopn Xeronwu, mpoiry Bectu ce0s Oosiee mogo0aroiiie, — mpockpekeran Apaap, Heom100pu-
TEJIbHO B3IIIHYB Ha 3aCTHIBLIYIO Mapy.

— IIpomry nponienus. — Myx4uuHa OTIyCTHII pyKy MuHacTacuu, HO I71a3 He OTBEIL.

— Jlenu llaon, mo3BosibTe MpeAcTaBUTh BaMm nocia KapmonTupa — snopaa Muxnuanaca
Xeronu. — Alll Jlec BHyTpeHHe ycMexHynack. Bee sicHo. Crapblii 3HakoMbli 1 3eMIsik. Jlopa ¢
MHTEPECOM B3IIsHY Ha Jlec u oTBecui ierkuii nokiioH. — Jlopn Xeronu, 3o neau Amuniecra 1uoi
[Haon, repuoruns Taop v NpUABOPHBINA Mar JTajJuOHA.

— O! becriono6no! Cronp oHas MpeKpacHas IEBYIIKa, U YK€ Takas OTBETCTBEHHOCTH. S
nopaxeH!

— Pana 3nakomcTBYy, n0pA.

— S Toxe. U kak Aypuan ymyapsieTcst COOMparh OKOJIO ¢e0sl CaMbIX MPEKPACHBIX )KEHIIUH? —
W ero B3msan cHOBa BepHyicst kK Munacracuu. — Jleau, opa, — oH MeabKoM B3IIsIHYI Ha Jlec u
Apnapa, — HaJIeI0Ch, 1 HE CUJIBHO Hapylly IPUINYUs, €CIIM YKpaay y Bac jenu Munacracuto. Mbl
TaK JaBHO HE BUJIEJIHCh, XOTEJIOCH ObI TOOOIIATHCS.

— Ecnu ee BennuecTBO HE Bo3pakaeT, — Haual Keirs, HeTOBOIBHO OIVISIbIBAs KAPMOHTHUPILIA.

— 51 He Bo3pakar. Bel cBOOOHEI, — mpou3Hecaa MuHacTacus, mojaBasi pyKy Xeronu. Tot
BEXJIMBO KMBHYJI OCTABIIMMCS U BBIBEJ UMIIEPATPULLy U3 3aa.

—Yro BBI TyT A€NaIU? — TUXO pousHecia Jlec, sias uM BCie.

— Jlopa XeroHu peuu nooOIaThes ¢ €€ BEINUYECTBOM, U 51 ObLT BBIHYKJIEH €TI0 COITPOBO/IUTH
CIOZa, IPaBJIa, 51 HAAESJICS, UYTO MIJIEAH YKe IOKUHYJIA 0all, — IPOLIEIUII OH. — A Ballli OKJIOHHUKU
yKe pa3z0exanuch? — SII0BUTOCTh ceKpeTapsi HUKya He JIeach.

— CMoTp1o, Bac O4€Hb BOJIHYET Mo JruHas ku3Hb. C yero Ob1? — M Jlec ycTaBunach npsimo
Ha HETO.

— He xouy npo0Giiem, — orpesan Kemm. — UTo x, Ha ceroiHs, TyMalo, y)Ke HU4ero OoJblie He
npou3soiiier. Bcero xopouiero, — 1 OH pa3BepHYJICS YXOIUTb, IPaBAa, YEPE3 /1B 11ara OCTAaHOBUJICS
U 00epHyJICsl, — 3aBTpa OyJEeT CJIOKHBIN JIeHb. Bbl HyKHBI OyJIeTe €ro BEIMYECTBY C CaMOT0 yTpa,
HE OIAa3/IbIBANTE, — U YILIET.

Mna... Bot u norynsna Ha 6any. B onHOM cekpeTapb TOUHO MpaB, Ha CETOIHS — BCE. 3aBTPa C
yTpa OyzeT mpoBeieH 00psiI, TOTOM JI0 CAMOTO Be4epa ero BEIMYECTBO Oy/IeT 3aKII0YaTh J0roBOpa.
Beuepom yxuH U 3aTeM Hezens TyIssHUNA — 0al B 4ecTh 00psizia, 3aTeM MacKapa, IOTOM TpH JIHS
OXOTBI M IOCJICAHUHN JCHB MTPOIIATBHBIN YKHH. A TOTOM HAKOHEII-TO MOXKHO Oy/IeT NePEIOXHYTh. ..

o xomHatel AmMuiec no0panachk Ha YACTOM MHCTUHKTE, HAKUHYB Ha ce0st oTBOA I1a3. He
XOTEJIOCh HH C KeM pasroBapuBarb. OHa CIUIIKOM yCTalla, puyeM He (pu3ndecku, a MIMEHHO MO-
nroHanbHO. OHa ObUTa Ha mpenene. Korna Bce 3akOHUUTCS — HEAETIO CriaTh Oyaet!

B nokosix ee noxupanach ApeMaBlias XapaHa, KOTOpas IOMoIVIa CTSHYTh IUIaThe, MOCIe
yero Jlec ee ormmyctuna. [Tycts Toxke oTnoxHeT. PacmycTuB Bosnocsl, Jlec 3acTonasna ot o0yerdeHus.
CepebpucTbie JTOKOHBI yIaJIM Ha CIIMHY, 103BOJISISI IOYYBCTBOBATH JIETKYIO HOIOLIYIO 00JIb Y KOp-
Hell. 3aIyCTUB MATEPHU B ILIEBEIIOPY, OHA C YIOBOJBCTBUEM B3bEPOILINIIA €€, IPEBPATUB BO UTO-
TO, SIBHO HE COOTBETCTBYIOIIEE 3BaHUIO I€PLIOTMHH, CKOPEE HAIIOMHUHABILIEE BBUIEC3IIYIO U3 CEHO-
Baja CEJSHKY.

— Iy u cnare! — npomenrana Jlec u Hayana CTArUBaTh yKpamleHus. MaccuBHOE KOJbe
JIeTSI0 Ha TyMOOUKY, OTOpachiBast OJIMKM IO CTeHAM KOMHATHI, U JEBYIIIKA MOTSIHYJIACh K CEpbram,
KOTJa BAPYT pa3aalics CTyK B 1Bepb. — M KTo ObI 3TO OBLI? — mpolienTtaia oHa.
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Heckonbko MrHOBEHMI OHA BcMaTpuBajach B ABEPb, CIOBHO IBITAsACh PACCMOTPETh, KTO 32
Hell. TpeBoru oHa He 9yBCTBOBaJIA, J1a M 00uTuil hoH ObLI criokoeH. JIaiHo, OBICTPO HAKUHYB XaJar,
OHa IpolIaraja K IBepH, T0TOBasi KO BCEMY.

[IpakTnuecku ko BceMy, KpOMe TOro, KOro OHa yBHJI€a Ha IIOpore.

— Te1? Yro TbI TYT nenaennb?

— Moxer, myctumb MeHs? M Gyaem xnath, KOraa KTo-HHOYIb POHUIET MUMO, — B TOJIOCE
3By4aJia UPOHUSI.

— brictpee, — Jlec OykBanbHO cama BTallMja €ro, — Thl YTO, C yMa comlesn?

—Ja! 51 Gonplie HE MOTY... AMU, — [TOYTH POCTOHAJ OH, U CUJIbHBIE PYKH MOTSHYJIHUCH K HEH.

— Tl uto... Henb3s, — npomrenTana oHa, CMOTPsl BO BCE IVla3a, HO clejaTh IIar Ha3aj He
MorJa.

— 5 ¢ yma coiiny, mroOumast Mosi, 1eBo4Ka Mos... — OJIUH IIar, 1 OHa YK€ B HaJISKHBIX 00b-
atuax. — bonpime He Mory... OnHa HOYb... [IoTOM cMOXelIb OMSITh MyYUTh MEHS, HO TOJIBKO HE
cerogaud. MHaue g ¢ yma coupy.

— A ecnu KTO-HUOYIb. ..

— Ceronus HuKTO. — CJI0Ba CIWIKCH C mouenyem. — S yilay 10 paccBera. AMH. ..

l'onoBa oTka3biBana. AMuiec 3Haa, YTO JI0JIKHA BBITHATh €10, YTO TaK HEJb3s, YTO 3Ta HOUb
MOYKET CTaTh OLIMOKOM, HO... HO... Bcerna ecth «HO», U €e «HO» pBajo Bce A0BOJbI pazyma. OHa
IIPOCTO HE MOIVIa OTKA3aThCs OT Hero ceifyac. OHa caMa CIIMILKOM JI0JTo Xk ajna. BosmoxHo, xaana
Jla)ke MMEHHO 3TOr0 CyMacUIeIIIero 1mara. 3aBTpa OHa CHOBAa CTaHET Pa3yMHOM M OTCTPaHEHHOM,
HO CETOHHs, CEHYac OHa IIO3BOIUT ceOe OBITh KEeHINHON. JKelTaHHOM KEHIITUHOMN.

CroH copsaics ¢ ry0, HOATBEPkKAasl €€ MOJHYI0 KanuTYIsuio. 1 OH CI0BHO ka1 UIMEHHO
atoro. [lomeny#i cran mmy0xke, cCuiibHEe, kectde. IMEHHO TakuM, Kak ed HpaBHiIoCh. OObsTHSI,
oYTH OOJIE3HEHHBIE, HO €l ObUIO MaJlo, XOTENOCh NMpUXKarbes emie TecHee. OLYTUTh €ro CUIY,
€ro 3armax, Koxy... Ee Hortu napananu TkaHb, 3apbIBaJIMCh B BOJIOCHL. B Kakoil-To MOMEHT OHa He
BbIJIEpKajla U, HEMHOIO OTCTPAHMBILUCH, OYKBaJIbHO pBaHyja €ro pyOamiky B pa3Hble CTOPOHBI,
pacchliiaB MyroBUIbI IO MOJTY.

Ero xpuruibiii cMex IpoIescs OIyTUMOM JaCKOU MO KOXK€, 3aCTaBUB B3JPOTHYTh OT MpE-
YyBCTBHUSI yI0BOJIbCTBUSA. JIaioHU JIern Ha MYy»XCKYIO Ipy/b, CJlerka MOIIaJuB, a 3aTeM Mepeme-
CTHJIMCH K TI0JIaM pacTep3aHHOMN pyOaIku, TOTHOCTHIO cTalMB ee. Hukakoi XymoObl, CIUTOIIHBIC
MBIIIIBL. Jlec TSHKeNIo CIMOTHYINA, jKaJHO paccMaTpUBasl KeEJIaHHOE TeNO, IOHUMasi, YTO OH IpHU-
HAQ/JICKUT €1, U Jake He 3aMeTuIIa, Korna JUIIniIach Xanara. ToJabKo OIyTHB CJIErKa IIepIiaBble
JaJIOHU Ha CTaBIIEH CIMILKOM YyBCTBUTEIBHOMN KOXKE, B3IPOTHYJIA, MOIHSAB B3I HA €r0 JIULO,
U... M yToHyna!

['ma3a, Takue ynuBUTEIbHBIE, TAKUE MAHAIIUE, TEMHBIE, TIOJTHbIE OTHA... OHM CMOTpPENU Ha
Hee Tak, OyATO OHA U €]1a, U BO3/1yX, ¥ BOJia, U cama OOTuHS, CITyCTHUBILIAsACA Ha 3eMJto. Jla 3a onuH
3TOT B3IVIS MOXKHO OT/1aTh Bee!

— Aii! — BCKpUK M cMeX CIMJIUCh, KOT/ia, IOTEPSB TEPIICHUE, OH MOIXBATUI €€ Ha PYKHU M,
3appluaB, IOTAIWI B CHAJIBHIO.

[IpoxnagHble MPOCTHIHU KOCHYJIUCH CIIMHBI, U CMEX NIpepBasics. MrHoBeHHe Ila3a B IJ1a3a,
U MUp nomepk. ['yObl CIIMIIUCh, PYKU JIacKalu YT ApyTra, jKaJHO IMPUKACASICh K KaXI0My MHJI-
aumeTpy koxku. [lonenyu cranu cnyckarbes Bce HUXKe. J{pIxaHue 0000 Ipydb, U TOPSYUA poT
HAaKpbLJI COCOK, a BTOpas pyka 10 0oiu ee cxana. MimenHo Tak, kak eif HpaBuiock. Ha rpanu, Ha
npeJesne, CIUIIKOM YyBCTBUTENBHO. . .

Ee Bckpuk, u Jlec 3akycuna yros noaymiku, Koriua, OCTaBUB Ipy/ib, OOKUTAIOIIEee IPUKOCHO-
BEHUE I'y0 KOCHYJIOCH )KMBOTA U CIYCTHJIOCH ellle Huke. Ero najnoHn o0XBaTuiIu AroAMLbL, IPU-
HOJHUMAsL, U TIOLEJIYH CTAJIN Y>K COBCEM HEPUIMYHBIMU. .. A €I1le Uepe3 MUT OHa B3JIETENa, YTOObI
yHacTb BHU3.
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— JIro0uro T€0s1, — MPOIIETITA OH B €€ TyOBbl M HAKOHEI-TO BOIIEI B HEe, TyIa OXKap U OJJHO-
BPEMEHHO BOCIIaMEHSIS €ro. Tak 10JIro ciep >kuBaeMoe KeJlaHue HaKOHEI HaIllIo BbIXoJ. [IBuxke-
HUSI, PUTM, CKOJIBKCHHE TIOTHBIX TEJ, KISATBBI, OOCIIaHNs, CIIOBA, TPEIHA3HAYCHHBIE TOIBKO JIPYT
st qpyra. OH BOMBAJICS B Hee, XPHILIO BBIIBIXas UMsI, MEUTas, YTOOBI 3Ta HOYb HE 3aKaHYHBAJIACh.
W ona orBeuana emy TeM xe. CTpacTb CMbLIa BCE IPaHH, J1Ba TeJa CIUINCH B OHO LIEJI0E, ¢ 001en
IYIIOMH, KeJIaHUuEeM, CyIab0oii. ..

Houpr nmpomenbkHyna kak oguH Muar. OHH HE CHANX BCIO HOYb, OOSICH MOTEPATH XOTS OBI
CEKyH/ly YKPaJICHHOI'O c4acThs. A ¢ IEPBBIM JIy4OM paccBETa OH IOLIEJIOBa ee U BcTal. Pybamika
Obl1a IOpBaHa, ¥ MPUILIOCH 3aCTETMBAaTh KaM30J1 HA BCE MYTOBULBL. Y CaMbIX JBEPEN OH 3amep,
OTJISTHYJICS, CJIOBHO TIBITAsiCh 3alIOMHUTH €€ TaKOH, PAaCKMHYTOH Ha MPOCTBIHAX, C OIyXIIMMHU
ry0amMu ¥ TOMHBIM B3TJISIZIOM, U BBIIIEI, YHOCS 32 COOOM MX OOIIYI0 TallHYy M HAACKIY Ha OymyIiee.
Co cTOHOM, YK€ HE CTPAcTH, a OOJIH OT IMOTEPH, OHA OTKUHYJIACh 0OPaTHO Ha MOIYIIKH, 3aKpPhIBast
rasa.

27



I A. Jonroea. «lepuorunHs. NMNpaBo KpoBM»

maBa 4

A yepe3 1Ba yaca AMIIIECTa U OCTaJIbHbIE IPUOIMKEHHBIE 3aMEpIIN Nepe]] 3aKPhITHIMHU JIBE-
PSIMM UMIIEPATOPCKOM YaCOBHHU, I1€ B 3TH CEKYH/AbI IPOXOIMII 00ps, Ha KOTOPOM IPUCYTCTBOBAJIH
TOJBKO KPOBHbBIE POJCTBEHHUKHU MOJIOJJO’KEHOB.

C Tpynom nonaBuB 3€BOK, JIec yCHIIEHHO NbITaIach IE€PKaTh Iv1a3a OTKPHITBIMU, HO OHU BOT-
BOT HOPOBHJIU 3aKPBIThCSA. YTOOBI COBCEM HE CBAIUTHCS, T€PLIOTUHS Hayala 0CMaTpuBaTh MPUCYT-
cTByromux. Bor JIomac, ycrano Tpet BUCKH, a IO Ia3aMU 3aJIEIVIM TEMHBIE TEHU. Y OKHA 3aMep
Apnap, Kak Bcerna, OyATo OTMOPOXKEHHBIH, He TOMMelllb, 0 ueM aymaeT. Kept 3acteun y asepeit,
CJIOBHO K YeMY-TO MpHcIylmBaeTcs. Ero TeMHble I1a3a NpUILypUINCh, U BUIHO, YTO MYXKYHHA
0 YEM-TO YCWIECHHO pa3MbluuisieT. OpoH ycelcs B KPECiOo U NPUKPBLI I1a3a, MOXOXKE, TOKE HE
BeIcnianics. A Kaitnap norsrusaet u3 ¢papdopoBoii amiku 4aii, IEHUBO MEPEBOAS B3I C OTHOTO
IPUCYTCTBYIOIIETO HA APYTrOro.

Bpewms tanynocek 6eckoneuno. [1o BHyTpeHHUM ouryiieHusM Jlec, HepeMoHus poiniach
YacoB IIECTh, XOTs 110 (haKTy BCEro MOJITOPA, HO 3TO OBUIM OYEHb J1OJTHE NoATOopa yaca. K MoMeHTy,
KOIJla IBEpU PACHaxXHYJIHCh, SIBUB MOJIOJIOKEHOB, BCE YK€ CHUIENU M IPEMalH, U TOJIbKO CKPHUII
HeTesb 3aCTaBUII MOJCKOUUTh UX C MECT U CTPAXHYTh JPEMOTY.

Ha nopore nosiBusicst umneparop Moj pyky ¢ cynpyroil. Uto Mo>KHO cka3aTb, X JIULA JIy4H-
JMCh YeM YTOAHO, HO TOJBKO HE cyacTheM. MHHacTacus, NOAXaB I'yObl, C TPYIOM CAEp)KUBaia
pByIIHECS CIIOBa, a caM AypHaH ObLI MpaueH M 3aAyMuuB. I CIOBHO KOHTpACT, ClieZI0OBaBIINE 32
HUMHU VpuTanus 1 MapKu3 Ka3ajluch IpOCTO 00pa31oM CUaCTIMBOM Mapbl. ACTUMMAH, YeKaHs [ar
U C)KUMasl KyJIaKu, BBIIIEN MTOCJIEAHNUM, POITyCTUB nepes co0oii Tpex poacTeeHHukoB O-1llespo,
HPOKUTasi BCEX B3IVISIOM.

— Jpy3bsl, — AypHaH, Kak 1 MOJIOKEHO HACTOSILEMY JUILUIOMATy, ObICTPO HATSHYJ Ha JIMILO
nozpo6arolee cayyaro BhIpAKEHHE, — CHEIly MOJIENUTHCS C BaMU pagocThio! Most 1oub obpena
HOBYIO CEMBIO!

— [o3npasnsiem! — xopom, OyITO peneTHpoBaIl, OTPEearupoBaIN MPUCYTCTBYIOIINE, U JIHIIb
Jlomac enMHCTBEHHBIN BhIpa3uil Bce 0ojiee NPUIMYHBIM 00pa3oM.

— Jlonrux u cuacTiaMBBIX JI€T ku3HU! Munenu, no3apasisito! Munopa, Bbl CHaCTIUBUHUK.

— braronapto, st Toxe Tak cuMTao, — YpMmap BblJaJl BEXKIUBYIO YIBIOKY, HO B3IV, OpOIIEH-
HbII Ha MpuTanuio, ObLT HEXEH.

— A Ttenepb o0pasyeM NPUIBOPHBIX, — YXMBUIBHYJICS UMIIEPATOp, U BCEM HE OCTaBaJIOCh
HUYEro MHOTO, KaK MOCJIEA0BaTh 32 HUM.

3aBTpak npouies BOOJIHE oxunaemMo. Kpuku noszapasineHuid, pagocTh, 3aBepeHus BO BCEOO-
IIEM CYACThE, XOTS UTO ellle MOIIIM BbLAATh IpUABOpHBIE? [laske nMnepaTpulia yibioansach, U €Ciu
Ob1 Jlec He 3Haza HCTUHHOTO €€ OTHOLICHUS, TO MoyMaa Obl, UTO OHA UCKpeHHa. JIuib 1Boe He
CKpPBIBAJIM CBOET0 OTHOILEHHS K poucxonseMy — Actumuan u Kaitt. [Tlocnennuit oOnapysxuncs
3a CTOJIOM, HO TaK, 4yTo MpuTaHus ero BUJETh HE MOIJIA.

— Kaxercs, ero BeianuecTBo npoctui SApao, — paznancs mwenot Kaiinapa.

— He no xonua. — Jlec cierka noBepHyJia roloBy B CTOPOHY MYXUYHHBI, 320/THO CKOCHUB IJ1a3a
Ha CUJALLYIO 110 HeHTpy napy. Ceroass, B 4ECTh MPa3IHUKA, PAIOM C UMIIEPATOPCKOM YETOM pa3-
MECTWJIMCH U MOJIOJ0KEHbI. puTanus paaoM ¢ AypuaHom, a YpMap ¢ Kpato, 1 T10 €0 JIEBYIO PYKY
BOCCE/]AJI BCE €r0 CONPOBOXKIAIOIINE. — A [TOYEMY CIIpalIUBaeIIb?

— He 3a0bu1a, g Beib Ha3HAYEH LIETUTEIEM BMECTO HETO, a €ClIM OapOHET BEpHYJICS, TO MEHS
HomnpocAT. YeCTHO ToBOpsi, HE XOTEJI0Ch Obl, — B3/10XHYB, IPU3HAJICS MAPKU3, — MHE HPABUTCSA
31ech. JKu3Hb IpocTo ObET KIIHOUOM, HO INIABHOE — ThI PSJIOM.
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— VYry, — ycmexHynach Jlec, mpuHuUMas u JIeCTh, U MPaBAy, — 1 TaK U CMOTPIO, 3aCKy4all B
akagemuu. Hy a BooO1ie, — aeBylka nocepbe3Hena, — Jlomac ropopus, 4To MjaaHUPYeT B TBOEM
JUIE BBIPACTUTH cebe cMeHy. bynenib coBeTHUKOM.

— C yero 6517 ['eBOp erie MoOfI. ..

— Hy ne Tak-to o u monoz. K ToMmy e mMaruu B HEM HET, TaK YTO €I1le COTHS MAaKCUMYyM, U
yBbI — Bce. Eciu TonbpKo BAPYT mapy BCTPETHT. ..

— Uro x, 3TO YecTh, — 3aaymMunBo nporoopui Kaitnap. OH caenaer npaBUJIbHBIE BHIBOBI,
Jlec He comHeBanack. Mapku3 ObLT JIOCTAaTOYHO YMEH U amOummo3eH. M cefiuac ObLIO J1e10 Jaxke
HE B HEM U HE B €r0 OTHOLIEHUHU K HEH, a B TOM, YTO TAKOMY MYX4YHMHE, Kak auon laiT, mpocTto
TECHO B aKaJeMHUH U yXK TeM 0ojiee Majo BCEro JIMIIb YIPaBIsATh MOMeCTheM. [ eBop ObLT TIpaB,
Koraa BeiOpain ero. [lapy JeT, u cTaphlii COBETHHK C YUCTOM COBECTHIO CMOXET OTONTH Ha MOKOM,
OCTaBHB TOCJIe ce0sl JOCTOMHYIO 3aMEHY.

Barsin Jlec ckonb3nyn B cTopoHy ActuMuana. Hukakoro KOHTpoOJis Haa SMOLUAMH. A
BeJlb OH HE MaJbuuK yke. OHM ¢ Jlec mpakTUYECKH OTHOTOKH, COBCEM HEMHOTO OHa CTaplie, a
BBIZICP)KKH Yy HAacleHUKA HEeT. U ecniu He HayuyuTCs, TO TOCTONHBIN COBETHUK — 3TO €TUHCTBEHHOE
craceHue 1jd DTajllMoHa, a TO ObITh BOMHE 3a BOMHOM.

Hagepnoe, cymiecTtByeT kakoe-1o nposuaenue. Eciu 0b1 Jlec He cMOTperna B CTOPOHY HMITe-
paTopcKoil ceMbU, €ciii Obl HE MPUBBIYKA BCErJa CMOTPETh MAaru4eCKUM 3pPEHUEM, HAXOISICh B
OOIIECTBEHHBIX MECTaX, TO OHAa ObI HUKOT/IA HE 3aMETHJIa, KaK pyKa JsIi YpMapa BEIHBIPHYJIA U3-
TI0J] CTOJIA C KAKUM-TO ()HAJIOM ¥ HE BJIHJIA B OOKaJI )KEHUXA KaKyIO-TO KHUJIKOCTb.

— Jlec, 4uTO...

— Iomoxau, — mpepBalia ero JA€ByIIKa U, pe3KO 00EpHYBIINCH K CUASIIEMY IO IPYTYIO PYKY
Tuany, cipocuna: — Tbl HUYEro HE BUEN?

— O ygem 1H1? — I'ON0C Jlamuca ObLIT HEOBOJICH.

— O TOM, YTO TOJBKO UTO N1 YpMapa 4yTO-TO €My IO,

— Her... g1 He cMOTpeI B X CTOPOHY.

— IIpoknsThe!

—Jlec, uto ciyunnocs? — qepHyI ee ¢ Apyroi croponsl Kainap, 1 AMuniecta ObICTPO MOBTO-
puia yBuaeHHoe. — Tbl yBepeHa?

— He 3axaBaii m1ynbix Bonpocos!

— IIpoctu! Ho moueMy HUKTO HUYETO HE BUJIET, H TAK OTKPBITO. ..

— [loTromMy 49TO OH MPHUKPBUT PYKH MOPOKOM, J1a U TaKOo€ OBICTpOE JCUCTBUE, UTO HUKTO HE
3amMeTUT. CUIAT PSIZIOM, OT OCTAJIbHBIX JAJIEKO.

— Ho 3auem emy »10?

— Bot 1 MHE HHTEpecHO. A elie O0IIbIIe HHTEPECYET, TOYeMy OH HE TI0OO0SIIICS STOTO CIENaTh
MPWIIOHO, BEIb HAMHOTO TPOIIE TPUHTH B TOKOU TJIEMSIHHUKA U TUXOHBKO TOJJTUTh.

— W uto Teneps?

— Xnem oxoHuaHus 3aBTpaka, — B30xHyJa Jlec, MOHMMas, 4TO celyac APyrux BapHaHTOB
HeT. Hy He BCKouuT ke OHa, IPaBo CJIOBO, U3-3a CTOJIAa U HE HAYHET TpeOOBaTh OObSICHEHUH.

Ckazarb, YTO 3TOT 3aBTPaK CTaJl CaMbIM JOJITUM B €€ )KM3HH — 3TO HUUYETro He cKa3arh. Jlec
0oJbIlIe HE MOTIVIa IPOIJIOTUTh HU KyCOYKa, OYKBaJIbHO TIOATIPHITABAST OT HETEPIICHUS HA CTYJE U
HE CBOJIS a3 ¢ Ypmapa u ero asau. Ho 6onbie Huyero He npoucxoauio. U, ene-ene norepnes
JI0 OKOHYaHMsI 3aBTpaKa, TyT )€ MEepPBbIM JejaoM oTioBuia 3opaca u Jlomaca, pacckazaB UM 00
YBUJIEHHOM.

O6a My>XYUHBI JIMIIb TEPETISHYINUCh, HO, YBBI, HUKTO U3 HUX HUYEro He Buuaen. OmgHako
TpeBora MoceauiIach B UX masax, Jlec 3To uetko yBuzaena.

— [TompoOyto pa3y3Hars, — mporoBopui Kept, — XOTs cuTyarusi CTpaHHasi, 3a4eM JIsi/e MOJI-
JUBATh YTO-TO TJIEMSHHUKY. He By cMmbicha.
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— CMBICT TOMDKEH OBITh, — TIOKa4Yall ToJioBor ['eBop, — s ctaporo /lamapa 3Haro JaBHO, TOT
emte uuTpurad. Hukorna Hudero He genaet npocto Tak. [lo cytu, B DnbBaHTEe U IPAaBUT OH, XOTh
KPOBHO HHMKaKOTO OTHOLIEHHS HE UMEET K mpecrtony. Beero numis Opar myxa marepu Ypmapa.
[IperenmoBaTs Ha TPOH HUKOT/Ia HE CMOKET, HO 9TO HE MEIAET EMY yNpaBIsATh 0 pakTy. Tak uro. ..
€CJIM OH YTO-TO JIeJIajl, TO 3TO ABHO HE MpOocCTO Tak. OcTanock y3Harh, 4TO U JUIS YETO OH cleiall.

— Ecnm BBl cMokeTe noctarh MHE (IIakoH, U3 KOTOPOTO OH MOMJIWII 3eibe, Win O0okan O-
[leBpo x0T OBI C Mapoii Karesp, 1 CMOTY ONPEAEIUTh, UYTO TaM ObLI0, — pa3/iajics 3a CIIMHON Mpay-
HbIi Tonoc Kaiita. Pe3ko o0epHYBIINCH, BCE CMOTPEIIN HA ICIIUTEIS, HE 3Has, KaK pearupoBarh.
OH U3MEHMIICS, CUITBHO, TIPOCTO MTOYEPHEN M COBCEM HE MOXOIMII Ha TOTO Oanarypa u Becelbyaka,
KakMM 3arnomMHuia ero Jlec eie napy mecsieB Ha3as.

— 3opac, — TUXO MPOU3HECTA JIEBYIIKA, — (DIAKOH OBOJILHO MPUMETHBIN, U3 TEMHO-CHHETO
CTEKJa, @ TOPJIBIIKO CIOBHO CKPYYEHHOE TECTO M KpBIIIKAa OCTPOKOHEUHas. BOKpyr ropisbiiika
noBsi3aHa Oenasi HUTOYKa.

— Jlymaeniib, MOXHO HalUTH?

— Kax BapuanT. [loromy uto ¢ Ookanom Mbl yxe npocnanu. [Ipuciyra ckopee Bcero Bce yxe
OTHEcCJIa Ha KyXHIO, U HalTH UMEHHO ero KyOok... — Jlec cxkana 3yOsl. — Kaiit npas, a s qypa! Hy
1IOYeMy MHE cpa3y B TOJIOBY He MpHUILIo? S Benb TOXe MOTY HHIS(PHUIIMPOBATH 3€Ibsi!

— Ycnokorica, — Kalinap Marko cxain jgagoHs Jlec, — Tbl HE MOXEUb MPEITyCMOTPEThH BCE.
JlocTaTo4HO TOTO, UTO ThI XOTs ObI 3ameTua. JlaBaiite Tak, muos Kept, BbI MONUIMTE CBOUX JIIOACH
K 9TOMY Jsi11e, a Mbl ¢ Jlamucom onpoOyem Ha KyxHe. [TonmpoOyem HalTH 10 0cTaTKaM aypbl OOKal.

W o6a mara ObICTpBIM 111aroM HapaBUIKCH Ipodb. KepT, nepemisnyBiuch ¢ Jlomacom, Toxe
NOCHENNIN IPOBEPUTh BO3MOXHBIE BapuUaHThl M0 CBOMM KaHaslaM, U BHe3amHo Jlec ocranack
HaenuHe ¢ KaiitoM. [ToBuciio HenoBkoe MOYaHue, KOTOpoe 00a He MOINIM HapyUIUTh. AMUIIECTA
HE 3HaJa, 4YTO rOBOPUTH. Jla, YMCTO MO-4eT0BEYECKHU OHA TIOHMMAJIa LEJIUTENS, HO. ..

— IIpocTH, — BAPYT TUXO IPOU3HEC OH.

—3a uro?

— Ter 3Haemb... S moBen cebs ¢ TOOOM HedecTHO. Thl MHE MpaB/ia MOHPABUIACH. AMUJIC-
CTa, Thl HEOOBIKHOBEHHAsI — YMHas, CHJIbHAs, HeOObIYHAs, MTpHUBJIeKaTenbHas. ToOoH TpynHO He
YBIICUBCS. .. 0COOEHHO KOT/Ia CaM 3TOTO XOYEHIb.

— ToI mpITasIcs MHOM 3amMeHUTH Uputanuio?

— Jla... — cka3an Kak BBIJOXHYJI. — 3Haellb, 1 Mpuranuto 3Hato ¢ poxxaenus. Bunen, kak ona
pociia, B3pociiena, CTaHOBHJIACh JIEBYIIKOIL. ..

— W TB1 BmroOMIICSA, — TBEp10 MpousHecia Jlec, Ho Apmo BApyT mokava rojgoBOu.

— He yragana. Ona HuKoOr1a MHE HE HpaBUJIaCh — HU BHEIIHE, HU 110 Xapakrepy. bonee Toro,
JaKe paszapaxarna, KoTjia X0oIuia o ImsITaM U CTpouiia mia3ku. M Beas He oTOpeenib, Kak Jro0yio
apyryro aesunyy. M naxe nopenuics stuM ¢ JlomacoM. Bee-Taku OH crapiie u OnbITHEE. ..

-Nn?

— U oH uro-TO cnenan, U oHa orcTana. S Jaxke B3IOXHYJI ¢ 0OJerdyeHHeM. A MOTOM... HE
3HAI0, KaK 3TO IPOU30IILIO0, IPOCTO OAHAXKBI, [IE-TO IOJIT0a Ha3a/l BHE3AITHO YBUEI €€ YTPOM, 32
3aBTpaKoM, u 3amep... [IpocTo HaBakeHUE KaKoe-TO. ApJap 3TO 3aMETWII U JaKe caM IIPOBEPHIT
Ha MPUBOPOT.

— Cam? — Jlec 3anenunacsk 3a cinoBo. — OH mar?

— [a. He ouenb cunbHbIN, HO Mar. J{ake akageMuro 3aKOHYMII, ITPaBia, BOCHHYIO, HO Y HETO
TaM crienuanu3aius Opuia Boun-mar. Ckasai, 4to Huuero HeT. Ho Bpemst 1110, a MOt HHTEpec Bce
BO3pacTai. Sl mbITajcs OTBIEYbCA C APYTMMU JKEHIIMHAMU, HO BBIXOAMIIO TOJBKO XyXke. A korja
MOSIBUJIACH THI... MIOAYMAJ, YTO Y C TOOOM TOUHO ee 3a0ymy. ToibKO BOT...

— He nomyuunocs.

— [a. Korna Tem ytpoMm Mpu 3amisiHyna ko MHE U cama... Y MEHS BECh KOHTPOJIb COPBAJIO.
3Hal Be/b, YTO HEJb3sl, YTO AypHaH HUKOIJA HE [TO3BOJIUT OBITh C €r0 J0YEPhIO, HO BCE XKE. ..
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— [lonumato, — npousHecna Jlec, HO 4eM yTeMIUTh €ro, HE npenacTasisuia. — M 4to Teneps?
Ocranembes Bo qBopiie?

— Jymaemib, MEHsI KTO-HHOYJb OTIIYCTUT? — XMBIKHYJ IapeHb. — MHE CTpOro-HacTpOro
3anpeTuiau OMuKaNIIKi roJ NOKUAaTh J{uaim u ero OKpeCTHOCTH.

— Huuero, nopa Aypuan 06sicTpo ycnokanBaercs. Yepes roguk nonpoOyenis. — Jlec nmonsia
€r0 HEBBICKA3aHHbIE HAJIEHKIbI.

— Hanerocs. A noka Oyay npuMepHBIM OAAaHHBIM. — boJib rcka3zuia ero yepThl. — TOJIBKO
CKaXku, 4TO ¢ Heil? OHa Tak yapi0aeTcst 3TOMY ypoay...

— [IpuBopoT, — repLoruHs He BUAEIA CMBICIA CKPBIBATh, — UX BEJIMYECTBA MOCUUTAIH, YTO
TaK OyJeT JIydlle.

— Yro?!!

— A gto TBI X0TeN? UpHuTanus TyT B HCTEpUKE OUIach IBE HeJelu, TpeOys TeOs BEpHYTh, U
OTKa3bIBaJIaCh BooOIIE OT Opaka. BOT U nmpukazanm — 0CYaCTIIMBUTH MOJIOJIBIX.

— U 181 cornacunacs?!

— He xpuuu! Jla, cornmacunace. Bo-niepBoix, mist camoit Mputanuu Tak OyaeT jiydlie, a Bo-
BTOPBIX, 5 KJIATBY JaBajia, Kak U Thbl, MEXJly IPpoYUM. Tak 4TO BbIXO/Ia y MEHS U HE ObLIO.

— W uto xe s Toraa uepes roguk Oyny aenatsh? Tel u3neBacmibes?

— [Touemy >xe. S BnonHe Mory natk Tebe antuaoT. Ho ToNmbKO, MPOCTH, HE paHblIle, YeM OHA
POIUT OT 3aKOHHOTO MYy>ka. Hy uimu ecnu oH K 3ToMy BpeMEHHU 10 KaKOW-HUOYAb IPUYUHE OTJACT
KOHLIBI.

— Amurnecral..

— Hy uto — Amunecra? Cam, 4to 11, 0 TakoM He jxyman? JlagHo, moiiieM moka B 1aboparo-
pUI0, IOATOTOBUM, YTO HaJ0 JJIsl UCCIIEA0OBAaHUS, €CJIA BAPYT HAIIUM MTOBE3ET.

— Iolinem, — B3IOXHYII IEJIUTEIh, — KCTATH, & YTO y T€0sI ¢ MapKU30M U rpadom?

— He nymaro, uto 310 Kacaercs Tebs, — oTpesana Jlec.

Uepes monuaca B aboparoprio AMuUiIeCTsl BepHyIHch Mpadnbie Kaitmap ¢ Jlamucom. Ha
HEBBICKAa3aHHBIN BOMTPOC 00a TOIHKO MOKAYAX TOJIOBOM. « YK€ CIIOKHIIN B OOIIHI YaH ¢ BOJOIN», —
BOT Y BeCh OTBET. UTO %k, HAJSK bl U TaKk ObLIO Mauio. Jlec Gonbie paccunthiBasia Ha Kepra u ero
mronieit. Bee-taku 3710 Oonblile UX crienUagn3ausl.

— JlagHo, oKa 1eM 3opaca, 1aBaiTe MoayMaeM, 4YTo TaM MOIJIO ObITh, — peaoxkua Kaii-
nap. — Kakue Bapuantb1?

— BapuanToB TbMa, — MpayHo npouenun lamuc, 3actaBus Jlec ¢ TpyaoM nogaBuTh B3J0X.
I'pad Tuan cunran, yTo Mapku3 yxe nmodeann B 60pbp0e 3a pyKy replOTHHH, U IOTOMY C TPYIOM
C/IeP’KUBAJI CBOM AIMOIMH. — HauMHast OT TOT0, YTO 3TO MOTJIO OBITH KaKOe-HUOY/b 3€JIbe OT HEAYTa,
KOTOpPO€ HaJ0 MUTh TOYHO MO0 BPEMEHM, U UMEHHO no3ToMy O-I'eBapy mpuIIOCH HA 3TO MOWUTH,
3aKaH4YMBas A710M OIPEIEICHHOIO AEUCTBUS.

— Sa Bpsin iu, — mokayan roinoBoit Kaiit, — HeT cMbIcia.

— Bo3moxHO, HO B 1iesiom [lamuc mmpaB — BApMaHTOB OYE€Hb MHOTO. BIioiHE BO3MOXKHO, 4TO
TaM BOOOIIIe ObLJIa BO/Ia M 3TO BCETO JIMIIL TPOBEPKA.

— IIpoBepka?! — XOpOM BOCKIMKHYJIH MY>KUHHBI.

— A nouemy Het? Moy poBEPUTh KOHKPETHO MEHS KaK Mara, a MOIJIM MHCLIEHUPOBATh
CUTYaLMIO ¥ BOOOIIE MPOBEPUTH HAILy PEAKIIHIO KaK TOCY/IapCTBa B LIEJIOM.

— Torna Hanmo, HaBepHO, paccka3arb UMIeparopy, — npodopmoran Jlamuc.

— 1 MBI pacckaxkeM, — TBep0 npousHecia Jlec, — HO cHadana noxaemcs Kepra u ['eBopa.

Knare npuunocs gonro. [lepseiM BepHyiicsa Jlomac n ycrano onyctuiics B Kpecio. Beiris-
JIeJI COBETHUK HEBA)KHO U OTKAa3bIBAJICSI TOBOPUTH J10 NMIPUXO/a IVIaBbl TAHON KaHLIENISPUH, 3asBUB,
YTO IIOKa EMY 1 TOBOPUTH 0CO00 HE O YeM.

A BoT Kept BepHyics yke ¢ HOBOCTSIMH, IPUYEM HEOKHUTAHHBIMH.
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— Bbl He moBepuTe, HO TBOPUTCS YTO-TO HEMOHATHOE, — ycMexHyscs Kept, — mou pebdsara
Hayanu obcnenoBarh nokou O-I'eBapa m HaTkHyIUCh Ha HHTEpecHylo nepenucky. C Kapmonrtu-
pOM, — ¢ BbIpaXXEHHMEM IIpoU3HeC 30pac, 3aCTaBUB BCeX 3aMepeTh. — M 3Haere, 0 yem peub?

— He Tomu!

— O cynpbe npunneccel Mpuranun. B cimyyae BIOBCTBa mim pa3Bona peOEHOK OCTaeTcs B
DJbpBaHTE C MOJHBIM HacienoBaHueM Bcex peranuii O-LlleBpo un oTka3oM B J000M NpPUTA3aHUU
Ha MHOH TpoH, a jenu Mpurtanus nomxHa ObITh nepenpasieHa B KapMoHTup U B 00s3aTeIbHOM
HopsiJKE BblJaHa 3aMyK. A 3a 3170 KapMoHTHp OoTAaeT B DibBaHTY MpaBo BHIOOpA JIByX HEBECT U3
IPAaBSIILEro poja.

— Huuero e moHnMmaro, — Tuxo BeIoXHYN KaiT. — 3agem um 310? Jla 1 kakoe oHM BOOOIIIE
UMEIOT ITpaBo Ha Mpuranuto, oxa...

— CormntacHo 00bI4asiM DJipBaHTa Mocie Opaka CTaHOBUTCS MOAIAaHHOM DJIbBAaHTHI C MOTEpen
MOJJIAHCTBA JIPYroro rocyaapcTtsa. M monmHOCTRIO nepexoauT noja Biaactk Pomecra Tpetsero. 1
JlakKe Halll UMIIEpaTop BIPABE BIMATH HA Cy/bOy JOUepH JHILIb OnocpenoBaHHO. OH MOXET Kak
OTIIyCTUTD €€ IOMOM, TaK ¥ MPUHYAUTH K JIOOOMY JIpyromy Opaxy.

— Ho 310 He3akoHHO!

— Ilouemy? — I'eBop yctano nmocmotrpen Ha uenutens. — Jlean MuHacTacus nocie 3aKio-
yeHus Opaka MOJTHOCThIO MPUHAMAIEKUT DTanoHy. Ero BennuecTBo AypruaH MOXET ¢ HEll pa3Be-
CTHCb, HO HE BBIITYCTUTbH 3a TPAHUILIBI TOCYJIaPCTBA, MOXKET 3al€peTh €€ B MOHACTBIPE, a MOXKET
BBICJIaTh. DTOTO €ro MpaBo. TOIBKO TyT HEMHOTO MHAs CUTYyallusl, BEb MUJIEAN — UMIIepaTpuLa, u
€€ CBhIH 3aKOHHBI HACJIEIHHK, TaK 4TO TOCIEe CMEPTH OTHa cyab0y Marepu OyaeT pemarb oH. To
&e camoe ObUTO OB, eciii ObI ACTHMHUAaHa OTIIPABHIIM KOHCOPTOM. W TBI 3TO MPEKpacCHO 3HACIIIb.

— Ho 3auem st0 KapmouTtupy?

— A BOT 3710 Jipyroi Boripoc. MeHst 0oJibliie BOIHYET, I0UEMY OHU TaK YBEPEHBI, UTO Pa3BOJl
OyzieT, 1 Jaske He OOSTCS 3TO OTKPBITO COOOIIATh DIbBAHTE.

— A TBI HUYETO HE HaIIeJ IO CBOMM KaHanam? — mpuirypuics 3opac. — Thl ke caM ero mpo-
BEPSLIL.

— He Oonbuie, yem 1h1. CaMm 3Haelllb, €CIM TaM YTO-TO CEPHE3HOE, TO CKPHIBAIOT TaKoe
HOXJIELIE COKPOBUILHHULIBI.

— IHomoxaure, — AMHIIeC OCTAaHOBMJIA HaYaBIIMIKCS CHOp, — JaBalTe moaseaeM urtor. Kap-
MOHTHUP YBEPEH, YTO, CKakeM, Opak OyJeT HEJJOATHUM IO JHOOBIM IPUUMHAM — 3TO pa3. Tak?

— Tak.

— Ho B T0 %e Bpemsi 10mkeH ObITh pedeHoK. UTo U3 3TOoro ciemyer?

— YT0 B KaKkoii-TO MOMEHT YpMap J10JIKeH oTKa3aThbes oT Mputanuu. Ho mouemy?

— Wnu Upuranus notpedyeT pacTOp>KeHUs, KaK BapUaHT.

— A MOXeT Takoe ObITh, YTO €MY TOXE MOJUIMIIM IMPUBOPOT? — TUXO NpousHecna Jlec, u B
KOMHAaT€ [MOBUCJIA TUIIMHA. — TOJIBKO BOT — 3aueM?

Ha stoT Bonpoc oTBeTa He Ob1T0 HU y Koro. OHU IMOYTH NoT4aca nepedpachiBaIuCh pasiind-
HBIMU BEPCUSMH, HO 3TO OBLJIO aHAJIOTUYHO TaJJaHUI0 Ha NTUYbUX KOCTSIX. HUuero He moHsATHO, HO
IJIaBHOE, HESICHO OBLJI0, YEM 3TO MOIJIO Ipo3uTh MpuTanuu u caMmomy DTaaHOHY.

— Jlymato, nanpHeHIIMe paccykJeHusi 6beccMbICieHHbl, — noasen uror Jlomac. — Iloka He
OyZeT HUKaKuX 0ojiee YETKUX CBEICHMI, TOBOPUTH HE 0 ueM. IIpennarato noka Bcem pazoituch u
3aHATHCS CBOMMH Jesiamu. He 3a0bIBaiiTe, y HaC mOHBIN qBOpel rocTeid. Hexopoiiio ux octaBisaTh
B OJJUHOYECTBE. — M nepBbIM MOKUHYI JJaOOPaTOPHIO.

— I'eBop mpaB, — mpouienecren 3opac, — IymMaro, HaJl0 IPUMNISAETHCS K HALLIUM JIPY3bsSIM U3
KapmoHnTupa, — 1 nocnenoBai 3a COBETHUKOM.

Jlec orsiHynach Ha TPOMX OCTABIIUXCS MYXKYWH, Tajas, Kak Obl UM HAMEKHYTb, YTO y Hee
TOKE €CTh JIeJla U B UX OOIIECTBE OHA MOKA HE HYXKJaeTcs. AMIIIECTe HE00X0IMMO OBLIIO TTPOBE-
PUTh CBOUX MOJAYMHEHHBIX U OTJIATh MAPOYKY YKa3aHUH MOMOIHUKAM.
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— Y MeHs TOXe €CTb YeM 3aHAThCs, — MpobopMoTall SIpao, U B KOMHATE UX OCTAJIOCh TPOE.

— A BaM 3aHATHCS HEYEM? — HE BbIACprKajia HaMpsHKEHHOTO MOJTYAHUS JEBYIIIKA.

— Boironsiens? — Kaiinap npuiypuscst 1 Opocuit HENOHITHBIN B3I Ha rpada. — Mnu npo-
CTO OOMIIIBCS OCTABATHCS C HAMU OOOMMU HaeAUHE?

— A MHe Haz0 0osSIThCS?

— He 3naro.

— U 4 He 3Har0. — Jlec u HE qymana CTECHIThCA WIIM CMYIIAThCS.

— AmuiecTta, MOXKET, XBaTUT UTPaTh, — yCTaJI0 Mpou3Hec JlaMuc, — CKaxu, KOTo Thl BEIOpaa,
U BCE...

— BriObpana? A mHe KT0-TO 4TO-TO Tipeanaran? [loka s BuxKy Julib GIupT mocsie IecsTH JeT
3HAKOMCTBA M HU OJJHOTO BHSITHOI'O CJIOBA. 3HAETE YTO, MO JOPOTUE, MOXKET, BaM JIydllle CaMUM
OTIPENICIUTHCS, @ TO OKAXKETCsI, BOH, KaK SIpA0, 4YTO BBl MHOM MBITAETECh KOTO-TO 3aMEHUTH!

W BHE3amHO TOJIBKO celyac OHa OCO3HAJA, KaK 3aJeiu ee ciaoBa uenureis. M rae-to B niry-
OMHE Ayl OHU OBUIA CO3BYYHBI €€ COOCTBEHHBIM MBICIISIM, UTO BOT TaKas KaKk €CTh OHA HUKOMY
He HykHa. He 3ps 3a Bce 3TH TO/Ibl HU pa3y HUKTO HE TMOMbBITAJICS 32 HEM MOyXa)KWBaTh, HUKTO HE
BUJICIT B HEW CUMIIATUYHYIO JEBYIIKY, B JIyUYIIEM CIydae TUTYI TepIloruHH. .. Y 310 66110 60IHHO!
Heoxxunannao, HO onryTuMo. OHa CTOJIBKO JIET 3acTaBiisijia ce0s Tymath 00 yuebe, yoexaana camy
ce0s1, YTO ATO OHA HU B KOM U3 3TUX HE HY)KJIaeTcsl, a Ha aene... Ha nene 3To ¢ Hel 4To-To He Tak,
YTO OHA HE)KEJIaHHA, HENPUBIIEKATEIbHA. . .

Ha rna3a Hagaim HaBOpauMBaThCs HEYMECTHBIE U ITO30PHBIE CIIE3bI. bBICTPO CMOPrHYB, Jlec
BHE3aITHO OCO3HAJIa, YTO BOT Ceiyac OHa HE B COCTOSHHHM CAepKaTh aMoluu. He xoder Oombiie
BUJIETh THUX JIBOUX, KOTOPBIE TOJIKOM HUYETO HE TOBOPST, & JIUIIH HAMEKAIOT. .. HEMIOHITHO Ha YTO.
A BeJlb TaK XOYETCS TIOBEPUTh. ..

N Amunecra coexana. OCTaBUB HX IBOMX XJIONATh TJIa3aMU €1 BCIIE, OHA TIOKKWHYIIA J1abo-
paropuio, 3Has, 4To 0€3 HEee OHU HMYEro HE CMOTYT TaM CJielarh, U MOJHOCTBIO MOrPy3UiIach B
pabory. Berpeua ¢ Omnu u Jleonoif, Kyda 3alaHuii HAWTH TO, KYIIUTh 3TO, HANTH TOTO-TO. .. [loTom
MHCIIEKTUPOBATh CBOM OT/ENbI. Ceifuac MHOTO rocTeil, 1 He0OXOAMMO, YTOOBI BCE OBIIIO HICAIBHO.
[IpoBeputs 3amuTy...

A BOT 31ech OKazajach HEOKHIAHHOCTh. HeOOombInoil B3JIOM B JTUYHOM HMIIEPATOPCKOM
Kkpbuie. TouHee, HE Tak, MOSIBUJICS JIMIIIHUKM TOCTYT, ¥ CIIyCTs MATHAAIATh MUHYT Jlec yxe TOYHO
3HaJIa, KOMY U K€M OH ObLT OTKpPBHIT. OCTaBaIOCh PELINTb, YTO AEIaTh Jablie.

VBBI, pernieHre Tak ¥ HE MPUILI0. AMUIIECTa JOJITO CTOsUIa MEped 3aKPBITHIMU JBEPSIMHU
MOKOEB, HO TaK U HE pelIuachk Tyaa BoiuTu. He ceituac, MoxeT, mo3xe. .. A BooOIe, TyT repiioruHe
MPUIILIA BHE3AITHO CBETJIAask MBICIb, ITYCTh €€ pAOOTHUYKH caMH BCe HAUyT u nosoxar. Kaxkercs,
OHa BeJieJIa UM O0XOIHUTh ABOPEI] €KETHEBHO, MIOKA TYT TOCTH. BOT M MOCMOTPUT, KOT/Ia IPHUIYT U
CKaXyT. B TakoM citydae 310 yke He OyJIeT CEKPETOM.

Bnpouewm, kak Bcerna, cyap0a cama pacnopsiKaeTcs, HE CIpaliuBasi IPOCThIX CMEPTHBIX.
UYepes gac Bce BOOOIIE 3a0bUTH 0 KaKUX-THOO Jenax U mpoodiemMax.

— Munenu, munieau. — Jlec TONbKO-TOJIBKO 3aBepInia 00Xo ABOpPIA U TeNepsb codupaiach
noo0enaTh, Korja el Harepepe3 Opocuiack cirykaHka. — beictpee, munneau. Tam Takoe. ..

—Yro takoe? — Jlec HaxMypmi1ach, HO O€KaTh HE CIEIINIIA.

[IpsiMmo B rocTeBOM CTONIOBOM KITyOKOM CLIEMMIIUCH JIBE ACBUIIbI, U JIec ¢ Tpynom npusHaia B
HUX Mapku3y quoi Camu H... TuieMssHHALYY Tepriora Jlapoma — nenu Lllaatus. U o6e 6i1aropoaasie
JIeIM BAJISTUCH HA MOy, MBITAICh BBIAPATH APYT APYTY BOJIOCHI, MPUYEM Cpeab Oena IHs, a Hajl
HUMHU, TO JIM TIBITASICh PA3HSTh, TO JIU €IIE 3a4eM-TO, Oerajl MOJIOJIEHbKH Max. BokpyT yxe Hauanu
coOMpaThCs JIOU, HO TIOKa HUKTO HE MPEITPUHUMAI MOTBITOK pacTalllUTh feBUIl. U, K coxaneHuIo
Jlec, Ha maHHBIA MOMEHT 3/1€Ch HE OBLJIO HUKOTO BBIIIIE €€ 10 CTaTyCy.

— Yo 31€chk npoucxoaut?! A Hy npexparuin!
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Xa! Emie Ob1 kTO-HUOY/B €e ycablai. J[eBuIpl mpomoipKaii BepeIaTh 1 Jake He JTyMajlu
BHUMATh TOJIOCY pazyma. Bripodewm, Jlec Teprers 310 He coOupaack. Jlerkwuii mace, u 00eHX JIEBHUITL
pa3Hecso Mo pa3HbIM CTOpOHaM. BOT TOIbKO eciu reploruHs AyMana, yTo 3TO UX OCTaHOBUT, TO
SIBHO TIOJIbCTHIIA ceOe. Bee, yero oHa 100mack, Tak 3TO TOIBKO TOTO, YTO JACBHIIBI BHOBb KUHYJIUCH
JPYT K APYTY, IPH 3TOM yCIIeB OOMEHSTHCS KOMIUTMMEHTAMHU.

— Koposa! — psBkHyna mapkusa. — Jlymaels, OH Ha Takyto O0UYKY B3IVISIHET?

—Her, on Oyner 6uthcs 0 TBOM KOCTH, ckeneTuHa! He 3a0bu1a mogkIaaKy B KOPCET BCTABUTH?

— AX ThI, IpsHB! Y camoit nmoaknanku B mmHboHE! Y monBeapa 6emmn Ha mopae! Crapyxa!
Ja ¢ T000# cIsIT TONBKO M3-3a JISIONIKY, TaK HU OJWH MYXHK He B3rIstHeT! Mue cam Kopean
roBopu!

— A-a-a-ax Tbl... — [Toxoxe, nequ LllanTus Takoro He oXkuaja U 1a)ke Ha MUT MOTepssa aap
peun, ueM Jlec U BOCIOIb30BaIaCh, THXOHBKO MTOBEPHYBILUCH K MAXY:

— B uem npuunHa cero koHpIUKTa?

— Jleau He nonenuan BHUMaHue jopaa CaHTuaHo.

—IlounsarHo... —npotsuyna Jlec. Jlopaa Cantuano ona 31Hajna, Kak, HABEpHOE, U BCE, KTO XOTh
pa3 ObIBai BO ABOpIe. JleHCTBUTENBPHO KPAaCUBBIM MYy>KUMHA, Aa €I CTapIIuil ChIH Teplora, To
Ouib OoraThlii HacIeAHUK. ENMHCTBEHHBI MOMEHT, YTO JIOPA BCE 3TO MPEKPACHO NOHUMAJ U ObLI
pa3banoBan BHuMaHueM. OH naxke K camoit Jlec moakareiBai, mpaBna, ObUT TYT K€ IMOCHaH KyJa
nojablie. BoT ToinbKo 3T0 HEOOBIIOE OTBIICUEHUE Uy Th HE CTAJIO0 (haTalbHbBIM.

Jlenu lllanTHs, MO-BUIMMOMY, TaK M HE HaiJg OOJbIIE CIIOB, pelIMjia MEPEHTH K JACIy.
CopBaB ¢ men Kakoi-TO aMmyseT, He MpHIyMaja HHYEeTo JIy4dlIero, Kak MIBBIPHYTh apTedakT B
COTIEPHMUILY.

Bce ciryumniocs B o7y cekyHay. Bot apTedaxT eTuT 1o KpacuBoii IIaBHOM AyTe, pasropa-
sICh BCE sipUe U sipue, pazdOpackiBast ayible OMMKU. BOT Mapku3a rpoMKo (PbIpKHYNIA U pE3KO B3Max-
HyJIa PyKOH, C KOTOPOH COpBajiOCh OEIOCHEKHOE CHUSHHE, TOJICTEBIIeE HABCTPEUy apTe]axry.
Ammiiecta orosjaia JIMIb Ha MTHOBEHHE, OPOCHUBIIIUCH Hamepepes, HO He ycmnena. Ajoe u 6emo-
CHEXXKHOE CHSIHHE BPE3aJIUCh APYT B APYTa, B3pbIBAsACh U OCIEIUISISI BCEX BOKPYT.

—Bce BoH! — OT0 eqMHCTBEHHOE, UTO OHA ycIiesa BBIKPUKHYTh, 3aKJII04asi B3PbIB B 3AILUTHBIN
kynoi. Ho mouis B3pbiBa oka3anach HeCpaBHUMA.

Marus Jlec mump HEMHOTO IPUDITYIINIA B3PBIB. ApTe(aKkThl 00eHX JIeIH OKa3aIich POIo-
BBIMUA M OY€Hb MOIIHBIMH, BOCIIPHHSB JIPYT JApyra Kak yrposy. M ecinu Obl HE yCTaHOBJICHHAs
3alIUTa, TO HEM3BECTHO, YeM OBl Bce 3aKOHYHIIOCH.

Ho ceituac B3BbLIa OXpaHHasi CUPEHa, 110 CTEHAM 3a3MEWINCh TOIyOble MOJTHUM, aKTUBUPYS
BCE OXpaHHbIE 3aKIMHaHuA. [[Bopel 3aTpsiciio, 0OXpaHa Hayalla BIUTHIBATh, IOIVIOLIATh B3PbIB, BTA-
TUBasi €ro, HO MOCJEICTBUM MMOJIHOCTHIO U30€XKaTh He y1aloch. [ ocTHHAas Obliia pa3pyllieHa I0JIHO-
CTbhIO, IBEPH 3aBAJIMJIO YIABLUIMMH KOJIOHHaMU. W CII0BHO B OTBET IO BCEMY JIBOPILY BOJHOM IIPO-
IJI0 Marnyeckoe BO3MYILEHUE — 3TO B3BbUIM OXPAaHHBIE aMyJIEThl TOCTEH, KOTOPBIE MOMBITAINCH
3alIUTUTH X035€B, BOT TOJILKO OXpaHa repIlioTHHM ObLIa HACTPOEHA TaK, YTO HE TO3BOJISIIA KOJIIO0-
BaTh Be3/ie U BceM. HecKoIbKO pPOAOBBIX aMyJeTOB IMPOCTO HA4yalld BEIOPACHIBATh BOKPYT CHOIIBI
marnyeckux uckp. Ho storo Jlec He Buzaena, mpocTo 4yBCTBOBaIA, KaK IO BCEMY JBOPILLY OIOKHU-
PYIOTCSI BBIXOJIbI, 3aKPBIBAIOTCSI OKHA, CKOBBIBAIOTCS POJOBBIE aMYJIEThl U UX HOCUTEININ U T€, KOTO
3alUTa NOCYUTANIa BPEIUTEISAMH. . .
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naBa 5

[Tocne B3pbIBa B TOCTUHOM MPOILIO TPU AHS. Tpu JHS, KOTOPbIE BO3ZMYILIEHHBIE TOCTU MIPO-
BEJIM Ha 0XOTEe, HAauaBIIEiiCs Ha HECKONBKO JTHEH paHbllie, a Jlec BMecTe ¢ MPUABOPHBIMU MaraMu,
HENUTESIMH, OXPAHOW U CITyraMu HaBOAMJIA TIOPSAOK.

AMurecTa Jaxke BCNOMUHATh HE XOTEJNa, YTO €l MPUIIIOCH BBICIYIIATh B TOT I€Hb OT UMIIE-
paropa, umnepatpuiibl, Kepra u gaxxe Apnapa. Tonsko Jlomac u Kaiinap BcTanu Ha ee 3amIury,
JIOKa3bIBasi OCTANLHBIM, YTO €CJIM Obl HE TePLOTHUHSA, TO IPodieM ObLIo ObI B CTO pa3 Oonblie. B
KOHIIe KOHIIOB AypuaH U 3opac Aake MPUHECTH el W3BHHEeHUs W moOnarogapunu. Ero Bemuue-
CTBO TMooOemIan e mpeMuIo U mapy BBIXOJHBIX MOCIE O0The3/Aa rocteit, Ho Munactacus u Kems
JIMIIb HACMEITHBO TOKalU I'yObl, BRIpaXkasi MHEHHUE O €€ CIOCOOHOCTAX. TeM He MeHee AMuiiec
TOYHO 3HaJIa, YTO OHA CTacya ABOPEIL, TIOATOMY MOCTapasiach He CUIIBHO MEePEKUBATh U OOMKATHCS.
XOTs... HET, OOMIHO BCE PaBHO OBLIO.

Ceiiuac, cTost Ha OaJIKOHE IBOPIIOBOI OAIlTHU U CMOTPS HA CEBEpPHBIE BOPOTA, CKBO3b KOTO-
pbI€ BOT-BOT JOJDKHA MOSIBUTHCS KaBaIbKa/a rOCTe, BO3BPAIIAIOIIUXCS C OXOThI, Jlec BcmomuHana
COOBITHS TOTO JHSI.

[Tocne Toro xak B3pbIB MOMIOTHIIA OXpaHa U Jlec ¢ TpyIoM MOAHATACH C MOJa, CTPSIXHYB
KaMEHHBIE KPOILIKH, MIPOIILIO, HABEPHOE, MUHYT AecsiTh. OTKya-TO CIIBIIIAJICS TONOT HOT, TPOXOT,
BCKPHUKHU U 3BOH. Pssiom cToHana mapkusa, a neau Lllantuto Jlec oOHapyxuia CiycTs naTh MUHYT,
OTIO3HAB MO KJIOYKY 3€JICHOTO IIaThs MoJ cTojoM. JKeHIMHA He IIeBeNuiIach, 1 AMUJIECTE C ee
MecTa He ObUIO BUAHO, 4TO ¢ Hel. OKOJI0 ABEpeil JIeKalo ele HECKOIbKO YeNIOBEK, He YCIEBIINX
BbIOEXKATh U3 TOCTUHON. W MoNoIeHbKHIi MTaK TOXKEe OBLIT TYT, UCTEKasi KPOBBIO C JJOBOJIIBHO CEPhE3-
HOI paHoOii Ha rojoBe. He oOpaiias BHUMaHMs Ha CTEHAIOIUX JieAu, Jlec Ha KOJeHsIX MOMAIon3na
K MApHHUIIIKE, YyBCTBYSI TOBOJIBHO CHIIbHYIO O0JIb B 1eBoM O0Ky. [1ax ene npiman. Pana okaszanacek
ropaszio cuiibHee, YeM Ka3ajaoch cHauasa. He oOpaias BHuMaHus HU Ha 4To, Jlec Hadana 3ane4u-
BaTh pany. LlenuTens oHa HE OUeHb CHIIbHBIN, HO TO3BOJIUTH MAPEHBKY YMEPETh MPOCTO HE MOTIIA.
Oto He ero nexb! OHa He O3BONUT. .. TeM Oosee Tak. 13-3a Hee...

Omna fnake He 3aMeTuIIa, Korja JBEpU OCBOOOMIIN U B TOCTHHYIO pBaHY MOTOK Jirofei. Kro-
TO MOJXBATUJI €€, MBITAsICh OTTAIIUTH OT MAJBYUIIKH, HO OHA HE Mo3BoNuia. He oTpeiBast OT HEero
PYK, OHa 3aMOTaJjia TOJI0BOM, MBITAsICh YAEP>KaTh YCKOI3AIOIIYIO KU3Hb.

— Jlec, otoiiau, st momory... — Yeit ronoc? OHa He y3HaBaja, BCe ceiiuac coCpeIOTOUMIOCH
TOJBKO Ha MajbpiHMKe. — Apnap, OTTalld ee, BUAUIIb, OHa He B cebe. Kaiit, momoraii! lamuc,
MOCMOTPH, YTO C OCTaJIbHBIMH. . .

Bce noxonuio kak yepes Tominy BoAbl. UbH-TO CHIIBHBIC PYKH OTOPBAJIM €€ OT Ma)ka v MoTa-
iy nopaneiie. Jlec 3akpuuana, Hauajga BBIPIBAaThCS... KTO-TO BhIpyrasics Haj ee TOJIOBOM, a
notoM TeMHoTa. [IpaBaa, ouHynach OHa yKe CIyCTs MUHYTY, YBUJEB HaJ cOO0M 03a004EHHOE JTHUII0
ceKpeTaps.

— Ilpumuia B ceds? Yenokoiics, — pe3ko OpOCUI OH, — TAXKOM 3aHUMAIOTCSI MPO(eCcCHOHaATb-
HBIE 1lenuTenn. A Tebe Haao NpuiTH B cedst. Uto-uubyas 6omut? — Ecnu 661 Jlec He Obla B TakoM
COCTOSIHMH, OHa ObI 3acMesiiach. Hy Hazlo e, roCoiMH CEeKpeTaph BIEpPBbIe HAPYIIUI CBOI 00pa3
SI3BBI U TPEBOXKHUTCS O HEeMl. — UTo Thl b16uIILCA? ['0M0BoI MoBpeaunach? — A HET, BEpHYJICS.

— bok... — npowentaina, u TyT e Kemns psaBkHyn kyna-to B cropony: — Kaiit! Crona!

— Yo c Heit? — Uepe3 MUT 1IETUTENb OKA3aJICsl Ha KOJICHSX Mepesl Hell.

— I'oBopuT, OOK OOJHT.

— SlcHo, ceifuac misHy... TpemniuHa B pedpe, — pe3tomupoBai oH. — Ceifuac MOANpaBIio. ..

— Ail!

— Tuxo, yxe Bce. Tbl kak?
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— HopmanbHo, — npucnymasmuck kK cede, kupHyina Jlec u nomneitanace Bcrath. Ha ynusie-
HUE, €1 3TO yIalloCh, U Aake ObLI0 He O00sbHO. Bee-Taku nenutenem Kaiit 6b11 oTMeHHBIM. — Cria-
cub6o0.

— Pa3 ¢ T060ii Bce HOpMaJIbHO, — pa3faycs HaJ TOJIOBOM BCTaBIIEro B mo3y rojoc Kemmn, —
MOJKET, 00BSCHHUIIb, YTO TPOU30IILIO0?

— A 4TO 00BACHATH, — MOMOpILKIIAch Jlec, — ABE JIeAN PEeLIIN BbIICHUTh OTHOILIEHUS U HE
HAIIlJIM HUYETro JIy4llle, YeM HCIOIb30BaTh POJOBbIE apTE(PaKThI.

— U takas pa3zpyxa oT HUX? — He moBepus1 Apaap.

— OJrt0 3ammTa qBopia cpadborana. U eciau Obl HE OHA, TO TYT ObI BOOOIIE HUYETO HE OCTAJIOCh.

— Scno. Hy pa3 ¢ T000if Bce B MOPSAKE M 3TO TBOMX PYK JENI0, TO, MOXKET, Thl M TOPSIIOK
HaBeJCIIh?

— Apnap!

—UYro Apnap? — Cekperapb HeZJ0BOJIbHO nokocuiics Ha Kaiita. — Tel BUgen, uro Bo nsopue?
Ay Hac TYT, MeX/y IPOUYUM, C ITOJICOTHU NIEPCOH KOPOJIEBCKOW KPOBH, YACTh U3 KOTOPBIX IPOCTO
3aMOPOKEHHBIMH CTaTYsIMU TOJIMMUTCS B KOpuaopax!

— Jlopn Kemna, BaMm He KaXeTcsl, 4TO Bbl IEPEXOIUTE IPAHUILY HOPMBI OOPAILEHUS C BBICO-
KOpPOJHOM Jiean? — pasfaiics 3a cnuHoW xonoaublid ronoc Kaitnapa. — I cmotpio, 4To XOTh Bac u
Ha/ICJIWINA TUTYJIOM, & MaHEPbI OCTAIUCh PEKHUE.

— A s cMOTpIO, YTO Jaxe Bac, JopA LaiT, mpenecTu onpeeeHHbIX KEHIINUH 3aCTaBIIsAIOT
TepsITh pa3yM. Panbliie 3a Bamu 3TOr0 He 3aMedanock. Heyxxenu Bce-taku onpeaenuwiuch? Brpo-
yeM, reproruns Taop nmoaxozsiias mapTus, He YeTa Kakoil-to 6aponecce. [lozapasisio!

— Bab1 uTo cebe mo3Bossiere? — Kaiinap npuirypuics. — ManpauInka, Thl 3a0bIBACIILCS. . .

— Ilepecransre! — Jlec npu nomomu Kaiita ¢ Tpynom nognsuiacs ¢ nona. — Kaitnap, 6maro-
Jlapro 3a 3alUTy, HO HE CTOUT oOpalarh BHUMaHUS HAa TOCHOJMHA CEKpeTapsi, IpOCTUTE, Jopaa
CeKpeTapsi, — He yJepKajlach OT IINWIbKHA OHA. — Bpodem, B yem-To oH npas. Haymo npoBepurs,
YTO TaM, U BOCCTAHOBMUTD 3ALLUTY.

— Koneuno. ..

— Yro 3mech mpowmszonuio?! — pazgayncs TPOMOIOAOOHBIM TOJIOC UMIIEpaTopa, CMepyemM
BOPBABILIErocs B 3aJl.

U Bce nawanocek cHauana. Jlonpoc, Bo3myleHue, TpedoBaHue HaBeIeHUs opsiaka. Jlec Bme-
cte ¢ Kaitnapowm, Jlamrcom 1 cpoyHO SIBUBLIMMHUCS DMJIH ¢ JIeo0ii MeTanack 1o JBOpILy, IbITasCh
BCE€ BOCCTaHOBUThH. OCTaJIbHbIE MAark YCTPAaHSUIN MOCIEACTBUS «KaTaKIU3May.

O0e BUHOBHBIE BO BCEM CIIYUYUBIIEMCS JIEAU HA YAUBIEHUE PAKTUYECKU HE OCTPaJay, a
IOTOMY cpa3y ObUIN MPEACTaBIEHBI IEPE O4aMHU Pa303J€HHOro uMieparopa. tor: HUKakux o0b-
SICHEHUH JIOp/ AypuaH CIbIIIATh HE MOXKENA U BbICJIal 00euX U3 JBOpLA, HAJIOKUB MPUITHYHBIN
mrpad Ha poA MapKu3bl. 3a CBOIO IJIEMSHHUILY TE€PLOT caMm 0e3 JHUIIHUX Pa3rOBOPOB BBUIOKHII
KPYIIHYIO0 CyMMY, HO IO TOMY, KaK OH IIOCMOTpEJI Ha JIEBUILY, CTAJI0 IOHATHO, YTO J0Ma €€ XAYT
pOOIEMBI.

B utore BceM roctsiM puHECIIM U3BUHEHUSI U TOIAPKU U TOTIPOCHIIN BbIEXaTh HAa OXOTY, [TOKa
TYT HaBeayT mopsaok. IlpuHiieccy B mensx 0e30macHOCTH, TaK Kak 3alluTa JBOpLa TpeboBaia
BOCCTAHOBJICHHSI, PELLIMJIM OTIIPAaBUTh BMECTE C MOJIOABIM CYIpPyroM B HOBBIM oM. B mpunuumne
0an cocrosuics, 00psa M OOBSBICHUE TOXKE, MOJIOABIX HE OBLIO, TAK YTO CaM UMIIEpATop C CyNpy-
roi BIIOJIHE 3aKOHHO TOXKE€ OCTAJIMCh BO ABOPIIE, U HA OXOTY yeXaj TOJbKO ACTMMMAH, KOTOPBIN
IpUXBaTUII ¢ coboit SApmo.

W BoT TENeph ABOpEL] BOCCTAHOBIIEH, a TOCTU BO3Bpalaiuch. CTYK KOMIBIT KaBalbKabl pa3-
Hocuiics o CeBepHoii bonbuioii. dnaru, KapeTsl, HApSHKEHHbIE KOHU, CBEPKAIOIINE YKPALIEHUS U
opyxue, cMmeX. .. OTcroa, ¢ BRICOTHI OaIIHM, 3TO BCE CMOTPENIOCH Pa3HOMACTHBIMH TOUYKAMH M BOC-
IPUHHUMAJIOCh KaK YTO-TO HEPEaJIbHOE U B TO )K€ BpeMs He3HauuTesbHoe. CI0BHO cTaliKa MeCTphIX
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NTUYEK UM KaK CMOTPHUILB Ha JAJIeKOe [IBETOUHOE I10JI€, KOTIJja HEMOHATHO, KAKHE UMEHHO 1BETHI
TaM, a MPOCTO BUAUTCS Pa3HOLBETHOE Mope. M BOT 3T0 MOpe Irpo3ujIo BOT-BOT 3aTOMUTh IBOPELL.

— Kaxk TB1? — pa3nmancs 3a cnimHO# rojoc Kaiinapa, ¥ BHE3aITHO CHIIBHBIC PYKH OOHSITH €€.
ConpoTHBIIATHCSA TAKOMY CaMOYTIPAaBCTBY, YECTHO FOBOPS, HE X0TeN0Ch. [1yCcTh, MoKa He mepexoauT
IPaHUILy, OHA BIIOJIHE MOKET MPUHSATH €T0 CBOEBOJIUE.

— Huuero. — Ona nonsiTanach yiaslOHyThes. — Thl-TO Kak? — OHa pa3misabiBajia 3aJlerine
TEHH 0] I1a3aMu My>K4iHbI. Kalinap Bce 3T Tpu 1Hs ObLI psZIOM, TOMOTaJl, MOJICKa3bIBAT U JaXKe
3alMIIa] OT U3JIMIIHE arpeCCUBHBIX MPUJBOPHBIX. BripoueM, Hano oTnarh qomkHoe, lamuc He
orcraBai. [la u Omuu ¢ Jleonoii Toxe paboTanu He MOKJIaas pykK.

— S My>X4HMHa, — CIIOKOMHO MOXaJl IJeYaMu TOT, CJIOBHO HMYETro M HE ObLIO, — AJI1 MEHs
HOpPMAJIbHO, a BOT Te0e HE0OXOUMO OTIOXHYTb.

— Kak Tonpko oHu yenyT, Tak cpasy... — Jlec He ycnena 10roBopuTh, Kak €€ aMyjeT CBSI3U
¢ Jlamucom akTMBU3UPOBAJICS, U, EPEKIIOUYMBLINCH HA HEE, MEHTAJIbHO NOTSAHYJIACh K IIOMOIII-
HUKy. — Urto ciyuniocs?

— AMunecra, CpoyHO B KaOMHET ummeparopa!

— 3auem?

— He 31a10, HO CO3BIBAIOT BCEX!

— Ilonsina, ceituac Oymy, — u nepesens B3 Ha Kaiinapa nosicauna: — Hac BBI3BIBAIOT K
umneparopy. CpouHo.

— B uem neno?

— Jlamuc He ckazail.

—Yro XK, TOrna, 1ymaro, HaJj0 MOCHEIINTb.

Kak Ob1 oHM HE crienii, HO B KaOMHETe OKa3ajich He epBbIMU. TYT yke ObLIH IpaKTH4e-
CKHU BC€, HE XBaTajio TOJIbKO 30paca U caMOro UMIeparopa. 3ato, K yAUBIECHUIO AMUJIECTBI, IPU-
cyrctBoBanu Actumuan u Kaiit. [Toxoxke, 5TH JBOE SIBHO CHEIIMIN U ceifuac ObLIN Ha mpenene. Y
000MX XOJMIJIM KEJIBAKH Ha YEIIOCTAX U KyJaKd CUHXPOHHO C)KUMAJINCh U Pa3KUMaJIUCh.

OcCTOpOXXHO MEPEIBUHYBIIUCH K J[aMHCy, KOTOPBIH TP BHU/I€ TTOSIBUBIIIUXCS BABOEM AMuIie-
cThl U Kailnapa 1eMOHCTpaTUBHO OTBEPHYJICS, U AEPHYB Mara 3a pykas, Jlec 11enoTom nouHTepe-
coBayiach y rpada:

— B uem neno?

— He 3Hnaro0, — B3noxuyn Tuan, — MeHst moiiMan AcTUMHaH u BeJiea Bcex coopars. Ho Huuero
HE MOSICHUIL.

OueHb UHTEPECHO. .. AMIIIECTa MOKOCHIIACh Ha TpUHIA. Jla, moXKamyid, 1eJ10 IEUCTBUTEIHHO
cepre3Hoe. MHTepecHo, 4TO MOTIIO CIIyYUThCSl HA 0XOTe?

— Yro cayuunocs?! — CJIOBHO B OTBET Ha €€ MBICIIM BXO/HAsI ABEPh TPOXHYJIA, U HA ITOPOTre
HOSBUIICS pa3IpaKeHHBIH UMIIEpaTop, 3a CIIMHOM KoToporo Masumi auon Kept. — 3auem Tl Hac
cobpan?

— Oren! Oret, THI... Thl HE TPECTABISACIIB... — KaxkeTcs, y ero BhICOYECTBA MpOIajl aap
peun. ACTUMHUaH 3aMKaJICsl U HUKaK HE MOT BBITOBOPHUTH HU OJTHOW MOJTHOIICHHOH (hpasbl.

— Jla 94To cy4nsoch-to?!

— Bamre BenuuectBo, — Briepes caenan mar Kait, — mapkus O-LleBpo... myxenoxer!

—Yro?!!

Bosmiace! cauiuck B 0JMH KPUK, @ TOTOM B KaOMHETE NMOBUCIIA TUIIMHA. Takoro He oxkuaa
HUKTO. J[a Kakoe-To TaM OXXuJall, Aake MPEACTaBUTh TaKoe ObLIO JKYTKO, @ B CBETE MOCIEIHUX
COOBITHH. ..

— DTOro HEe MOXET ObITh, — 3aMOTaJl TOJOBONH AypHaH, CIIOBHO MEIBENb, Pa30y>KEHHBIN
paHbIlle CPOKa U YBUJIEBLIMIL, YTO BOKPYT elle cyrpoObl. — Thl HE MOHUMAEIb, yTO Hecelb! Ecnu
ObI 5TO OBLIO TaK...

— Orer, 510 Tak!
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— Jla 3auem Torma emy cBanar0a? Kak o mereit penarb Oymet?

— 3enbe. — Ca0BO copBasioch ¢ ry0 10 Toro, kak Jlec ycmnena octaHOBUTH cama ceOsl.

— Yo ThI cKa3zana? A Hy-Ka NosicHU. — B3misan AypruaHna METHYJICS K T€pLOTHHE.

— Ecnu 10 3enpe Ob17I0 MPUBOPOTOM, TO OHO MOXKET MO3BOJINTH MApKU3y BO3JIEKATh C KEH-
IIMHOM, IIOKa OHA HE MOHECET. A MOCie NOATBEPKACHHUSI OEPEMEHHOCTHU €r0 MPOCTO MEPECTAHYT
JaBaTh, M M3-3a... KXM... €r0 IPEANOYTCHHN. .. OHO OyJeT KpaTkoCpodHoro aeiictBus. OH CHOBa
BEPHETCS K My)KUMHAM. ..

[locnennee cnoBo ynano, 6€33By4HBIM 3XOM Pa3HOCSCH MO KoMHare. Jlogymarb Bce OCTallb-
HOE OBLITO JIETKO. BOT TONBKO HUKOMY JTa)ke TIPEATIoaraTh He X0Tenoch o cyasoe Mputannn. Hukro
HE MOT cKa3aTh TOr0, YTO Y BCEX BEPTENIOCH B TOJIOBE.

be33Byuno ummneparop ocen Ha kpeciio. 3 My>XuuHbI TPOCTO BBIOWIN BeCh AyX. OH BMUT
nocrapen 1 yMeHbImiIcs. CMOTpeTh Ha HEero ObLJIO CTPAIIHO.

— 910 TouHO? — OH OONBHBIMY TJIA3aMH ITOCMOTPEIT Ha ChIHA.

— Jla. Me1 ¢ Kaiitom Bce nmepenpoBepuian. ITO CKpPBIBAIOT, 3HAIOT BCET0 HECKOJIBKO CaMbIX
OJU3KUX POJCTBEHHHUKOB H... KXM... M... €T0... Ipy3bsl. Y HEr0 €CTh MOCTOSHHBIN JIIOOOBHUK, U
ero Opart OB 371ECh B COCTAaBE MOCOJILCTBA.

— Ilouemy Upuranus?

— [loTomy uTO 3TO €111e He Bce, — YOUTHIM rojiocoM npousnec Kaur.

— O gem 1BI1?

— O-IlleBpo Tepsier maruro. Heckomnbko JieT Ha3a | MpOU301Ies KaKOW-TO HeCYaCTHBIN CiTydait
BO BpEeMsI €r0 ONBITOB, BO BCAKOM ciiydyae, opuIIManbHas BEPCUsS TAKOBA, M C TEX IOpP OH Hayall
ciabeThb. Y Hero mpomn3omIes Kakoi-To MarndecKuii cOoM, U OH TepsieT CHITbl. YTOOBI eMy BBIKHTB,
HEO0OXOIMMO MTPOBECTH CBA3YIOIMIMM 00psia. UMEHHO ¢ KEHIIMHOW M UMEHHO C CHJIbHOM Maruei B
KpoBH. Y puranuu oHa ecTh, K TOMY K€ U3-3a IPOJOJKUTENILHOCTH KU3HU STATHOHIEB HE Oy/ieT
3aMETHO. .. YTO... YTO €€ MbIOT.

— A eme u3-3a nonoxxkeHus. B ciiydae yero npuHiecca He OyaeT nogHUMarh ckanaai. [lmoc
UM HYXE€H HaCJIeIHUK, y HUX TaM YTO-TO HE JIaIUTCS B 3TOM Iu1aHe. M 1uTs A0KHO OBITH € CUIBHOM
KPOBBIO.

— A emie ectb g0oroBopeHHOCTh ¢ KapmoHnTupom, — Hanomuun Kepr. — U 4 Tak nonumato,
YTO N0 TOCTHKCHUW HACIICHUKOM COBEPIICHHOJETHSI OT MapKu3a YpMapa u30aBsaTcs. 3aueM OH
UM TaKo HyXeH?

— Jlomac, ckakxu MHe, IpYT, KaK Thl €ro MpoBepsii? — AypuaH nepeBest TsSKeNbli B3Il Ha
COBETHHKA, HO AMOJ ['eBop nuIib OECIIOMOIIHO CMOTPEN Ha CBOETO MOBeNUTENs. — Momuuiib?
[Touemy o, Jlomac? [Touemy ThI OTHAT MOIO TOYb STOMY. .. U3BPAIICHILY U... KPOBOMUHILIE?

—S... s He 3Hat0. .. Bame BeIu4ecTBo, KISIHYCh, 1 HUKOTA He kenan 31a Mpuranun!

— Knsnembesi? A 4to MHE OT TBOeH KisTBbI? Thl mOABEN MEHS... €CJIM HE mpeaai. 3opac. —
HNmMneparop noBepHyJICA K IIaBe TaAHHOM KaHLEJSIPUH, U JIec IToHsIa, YTO celyac CIIy4UTCs] HEYTO
HETOINPaBUMOE.

— [lonoxxaure, Baile BEIMYECTBO, — epedMiia oHAa AypHaHa U BCTalla ¢ Kpeciia, — Ipexe,
YeM NPUHHUMATh PEILEHUE, €CIU Bbl MO3BOJUTE, 51 Obl MOIVIa IPOBEPUTH BOCIIOMUHAHUS JOpAa
['eBOpa 1 HaliTH TOT MOMEHT, KOIja U MOYEMY €My IpHILjIa B FOJIOBY 3Ta MbICib. M mouemy oH
HEI0CTAaTOYHO MOJHO IPOBEPUII €TO.

— To1 3TO MOXKENIH?

— Ha. Tonwko... ecnu nopa I'eBop OyaeT COMPOTHBISITHCS, TO MEHTAIBHOE CUUTHIBAHUE
MOYKET NMPUBECTU K CYMacCIIECTBHIO. . .

— On ne oOyner. [IpaBna, moit apyr?

— [IpaBna. — JIomac onycTuil ceayro rojioBy, BbIpakasi HOKOPHOCTb.

— 51 mory nonpucyTcTBOBaTh? — npuirypuicsa Kepr.

— Jla, TonbKO eciy moodeaeTe He BMEUINBAThCS B IPOUCXOIAIIIEE.
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—Yro %k, TOra, MOXKAaJyH, s TO’KE COCTABIIIO BaM KOMITAHUIO, — pelni1 umneparop. — M korga
Thl CMOJKEIIb 3TO CENaTh?

— Xotp npsimo ceituac. [loiigemTe K0 MHE B TabopaToputo, — moxasna miedamu Jlec.

UYepes momgaca OHM BCEM COCTaBOM OBLIN yike B ee laboparopu. biiennoro BonHyromerocs
COBETHHKA yCaJIWIM B LIEHTPE KOMHAThI Ha CTYJ, @ BCEX OCTAJIbHbIX AMUJIECTa MONPOCHIIA pac-
CEeCThCS BAOJb CTEH U HE MEIIaTh.

[ToxocuBmuce Ha «3puteneity, Jlec BHyTpeHnHe B3noxHyna. K coxxanenuro, eciau oHa IpocTo
HaYHET MEHTAJbHO CUUTHIBATh COBETHMKA, TO MOJOBHHA MPUCYTCTBYIOLIUX MIPOCTO HE MOBEPUT,
pas3Be 4To Mapku3 ¥ rpad, KOTOpbIe caMy OBUIM MaraMu, HO BOT HMIIEPATOp... TaK 4To MpHUIAETCS
NOTPATUTh YaCTh CHJI U BPEMEHH Ha CO3/1aHHUE COOTBETCTBYIOLIETO aHTypaxa.

MpIcneHHbIN OChUL, M B KOMHATE MTOJIHOCTBIO MOrac CBET. B TEeMHOTE SIBCTBEHHO MOCIIbIIIA-
JIOCh HECKOJIBKO CYIOPOXKHBIX B3JI0XOB. A 3areM, MOBUHYACH IPUKA3y T€PLOTMHH, BOKPYT CTyIa
Hayaja BCIBIXMBATh [IEHTAarpaMMma, CHsisl aJIbIM U 30J10ThIM. [lepernieTrenne HUTeH, 3HaKOB U CUM-
BOJIOB CKJIa/IbIBAJIOCH B KAKYIO-TO Ky TKOBaTyl0 KapTHHY, OCBETUB HallpsbkeHHoe uio ['eBopa. Eie
OJIMH T1acC, U BOKPYT rOJIOBBI COBETHUKA 3aMEPJIO IIECTHAAATh Pa3HOLBETHBIX IIAPUKOB, KOTOPbIE
MEIJICHHO HayaIu KPY>KUTHCS IO OpOUTE BOKPYT HETO.

— Jlopa I'eBop, paccrnalbTech, — TUXO pousHecia Jlec, — He BOJHYHTECh U HUYETO HEe OOM-
tech. Celiuac Bbl IOYYBCTBYETE JIETKOE AABJIEHUE, HO s IPOILY BaC HE CONPOTUBIIATHCS, BITyCTUTE
MeHs... Obemato, He OyTy 3aryIsAbIBaTh B IUYHBIE BOCIIOMUHAHUS. .. CornacHb1?

— Ha.

— Xopomo. Caymaiite MO roJioc... 3aKpoiTe Iiasa, MogyMalTe O BOCXOMAIIEM COJHIIE.
Bbl BuauTe, Kak nepBble JIy4H KacaroTcsl 3aMKOBOTo wmmnuist. dnar pa3BeBaeTcsl Ha BETpY... Bbl
OIlyCKaeTe B3IV, Mo Horamu pacctuiaercs Juan. On ewe cnut... Bokpyr tumuna. B 3amke
Toxe Thxo. Eme pano. 3aBrpak OyzneT ToabKo uepes3 mapy yacoB. Bel xorure ectb. CunbHee. Bl
OTBOPAYMBAETECH OT OKHA U BBIXOAUTE U3 KOMHATHI... Bam HaBcTpeuy ABmxkercsa npunuecca Upu-
TaHus... Mononas, yxe JeBylIka, nopa 3amyx... — [lociaennue cioBa copBajiuck ¢ ry0 1IenoTom,
U BJIPYT BCE OTOHBKH, YTO /10 3TOT0 HOCHJIUCh BUXPEM BOKPYT I'OJIOBbI COBETHHKA NMOTYyXJU. OcTa-
JIOCh JIUILIb NTOTYCKHEBLIEE cusgHKEe neHTarpamm. — Myx... Kro myx? Hano nogymars. ..

— Ja, — Bapyr pa3gajics TUXU U CIIOKOMHBIN F0JIOC COBETHUKA. — MIpuTaHuu mopa noabicKarhb
MyKa.

— A xoro? — Tak e Tuxo npousHecna Jlec.

— Mapxkusa Ypmapa O-11Iespo.

— Ilouemy oH? — copBaJicsl IETIOT € I'y0 repLIOrMHU, U BAPYT Ha JalbHEW CTEHE 3aMeIbKalln
KapTHHBI.

Bor Jlomac cuput pssnom ¢ MuHacracuei 1 OHa TUXO TOBOPUT, YTO XOUET JUIS I04€pH CHACT-
auBOro Opaxka. JKeHIrHa repexuBaeT U TepeOuT Beep B pykax. EmMy xainko ee, 1 COBeTHHK 00e-
IIaeT Moao0paTh napy KaHauaatryp. Jlec u Bce mpucyTCTBYIOIIME YyBCTBYIOT TO XK€, YTO U OH, €TO
CONEPEKNBAHNE U HACTPON IIOMOYb.

— Jlepxu, — B KOMHATy BXOJUT CBETJIOBOJIOCHIM MY)KUYKMHA U MPOTIATUBAET CTONKY HaroK, —
nogo0pa, Kak Thl ¥ MpOCcuiL. Ee Bemn4ecTBO UX TOXE MPOCMOTpENa. DTO Te, KTO MPUTIISIHYIICS €.

Crnenyromas kapTuHa, u JloMac CKIIOHWJICS HaJ CTONKOM aHKET, mepedupasi U 4yuTas ux...
Bapyr ero pyka 3aBucaeT HaJl nankoi ¢ UMeHeM Mapku3a. CMEIIHO, HO J1a)ke CKBO3b BOCIIOMHUHA-
HUS SIBHO UyBCTBYETCS, KAK OH XOUEeT OTVIOKUTH €€, HO He MOokeT. OH OepeT ee, HO HE BUJUT, YTO
TaM HanucaHo. IIpocTo mpoBOAUT pyKOH M TUXO IIETYET:

— Jla, OH moIOMUIET.

— I[louemy nonoiiaet? — Tuxo cupamusaet Jlec.

— On uneaned. OH Mar, HU4YEM He 3alsaTHaH.

— U Bce?

— Jla, aTOr0 1OCTATO4YHO.
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— Ko Tak ckazan?

— ... 4... He 3Ha10... He nonumaro!

Bapyr npsimo Ha Kpeciie COBeTHUKA HadaJlo TPSICTH, U ¢ Iy0 copBaics cToH. [1o pe3ko noce-
peBuIeMy Juily noOexanu pydyeiku norta. B cienyromuii MOMEHT COBETHUK yHall, U €ro IpocTo
3aTpsciio B Cy0porax Ha Iody.

—Ipoxnsaree! — Jlec BckuHymna pyku, 3a)urasi CBeT, u Opocuiach k Jlomacy. — Kaiit, 6sicTpee!

—UYto ¢ HuM? — LlenuTens yxe ObUT PSIOM.

— bnok!

Bosnbe 00bsAcHATS HUUETO He TpeOoBaIoCh. BripyraBmmch CKkBO3b 3y0Ob! SIp0 Havas BHITS-
ruBath [ eBopa u3 cocrosiHus npunaaka. Jlamuc u Katnap aep:xanu SMOIMOHAIBHOE U IICUXOJIOTH-
YEeCKO€ COCTOsIHME cTapuKa. Jlec ceituac, yBbl, HIUE€M He Moriia noMoub. FIMeHHO ee Marusi BeI3BaJia
IPUCTYTI, U JIEYUTh, IOKA OH HE NMPONHeT, oHa He Momta. CnycTs MUHYT J1BaJllaTh COBETHUK 3aTHX,
¥ MY>KYMHBI TIEPETIOKUIH €ro Ha HeOOBIION JTUBAHYHK, CTOSIINN Y CTCHBI.

—Yt0 ¢ HUM? — AypuraH ¢ HETIOHATHBIM BBIPaXEHUEM JIMIAa CMOTPEJ Ha CTapOro JApyra.

— Ceituac yxe Bce xopoio. Cnut, — BeiTep ot Kaitr.

— A 6b110? — [Tox0Xke, UMIepaTop cOOMpaICs JOKOMATHCS O MPABIBI.

— Cpabotai 6150k, — Tuxo npousHecia Jlec, moaxons ommke. — Jlopn Jlomac He cam BeIOpas
mapku3a. EMy 310 BHymwnu. I[lpudyem 3axkinHaHue, Moxoxe, ObUIO HAJO0XKEHO Ha Marky, a ycjo-
BHEM IOJUYMHEHUS ObLIO €ro UCKpEHHee jkelaHue momMoub. Hago HaiiTu Toro GI0HAMHA U Y3HATb.
I'ne on ux B3s1. ..

— becnonesno, — nepedun ee Aypuas. — Tot 6;10H11H, MO OBIBILIUI CEKpeTapb, MPOMABILINN
MOYTH JBa rofia Hazaa. Tenmo ObuTo HalaeHo cimycTs Mecsil. OT HETo Mbl HUYETO HE 1I00beMCHI.

— A ot ee BenuyectBa? — C3aau Tuxo nomomen Apaap. Cekperaps Bcerna mpeanodyuTan
MOJT4aTh, TAK YTO YACTO O €ro MPUCYTCTBUHU JaKe 3a0bIBAJIH.

— A mipu ueM 31ech MuHacTacusi? — HaXMypuics Aypuas.

— Ecin 1 npaBUiIbHO MOHSAJ YBHJIEHHOE, TO IIEPBOU MOJHsIIa BOIPOC NMEHHO OHA. M Bam
CeKpeTapb TOXKE CKa3ajl, UTO OHa T€ aHKEThl OTCMaTpuBajia. Bo3M0OXHO, €e BEIHMUECTBO TOXKE MO
BO3/ICMICTBUEM, HO €CJIM €€ IPOBEPUTH TaK XK€, Kak JjopAa ['eBopa, To €CThb 1IaHC, UTO BCIUIBIBET €I1Ie
KaKoe-HUOyJb JAEHUCTBYIOIIEE JUIO0. YBEpEH, MIIEAN Obl HUKOIA HE HaBpenusa CBOEH JOYEpH.
3HAYUT, OHA TOKE MOXKET OBITh IO, BO3JICHCTBUEM.

— Tol ¢ yma comen! Mama Hukorga Obl Tak He noctynuia ¢ Upu! — ActuMuan mojacko4u
U 3aHecC Haj cekperapeM pyky. Omieyxa noiay4usiach 3BOHKas, Aa Tak, YTOo ApJap MOKauHysCs OT
yaapa. — 3a0epu CBOM CIIOBA, CIIBIIIHIIb, ThI, YOIIOA0K!

— Baiue BricouecTBO, — rosioc Apnapa ObL1 X0JI0J1€H, HO TEM HE MEHEE OH HUYEM HE BbIPa3HIl
OyILIyIOUIMX BHYTPU SMOLMHA. By1TO HU4ero Toapko 4yTo He Mpon301u10. CI0BHO HE €My TOJIBKO YTO
OTBECHJIM MTO30PHYIO OIJIEYXy M OCKOPOMIIM, — BbI IJIOXO MEHs chablmanu? S ckazani, yTo MuUjienu
MOYKET HaXOAMTHCS MO BO3JIEHCTBUEM. Sl HU pa3y HE cKa3ajl, YTO OHA PElIuia U30aBUTHCS OT
J0YEepH.

— Yenokoiicsa, AcTUMHaH, — TUXO nporoBopuil Aypuas. — M usBunucs nepen Apaapom. Hy

xe?

— Yro?!!

—Yro cnprman! OH ckaszan Bce MPaBHIIBHO.

— Oren?!

— S ckasain, M3BMHKCH U BIPEAb JCPKH ceOs B pykax! — psIBKHYJ BBIBEJICHHBIN U3 ceOs
Aypuas.

— Huxorna! — B3BWIICS IPUHIT ¥ BBICKOYHII U3 JTAOOpaTOpuUu.

— Kaiit, npursau 3a HUM, — BeJIET UMIIEPATop, U LEIUTENb TYT K€ [MOCIE0Bal 3a IPYTOM. —
Apnap, npuHoury Te6e U3BUHEHHUS 3a ChIHA.

— 51 Bce noHMMat0, MUJIOPJ, — C JOCTOMHCTBOM CKJIOHMJ FOJIOBY Apzap.
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— Cnacub6o. Jlagno, 3opac, uto ckaxemb? — MiMmeparop mocMoTpen Ha TIIaBHOTO IINMHAOHA.

— Uro Jlomac He BHHOBAT, 3T0 0fHO3HAYHO. OH HE Mar U MPOTUBUTHCS TAKOMY HE CMOT.
Bompoc — Ob11 511 3amenian B 3ToM [llagan ocTaHeTCsl OTKPBITHIM HAaBCET/Ia, a BOT PO €€ BeJlnye-
CTBO JIy4llle AEHCTBUTEIBHO BCE MPOBEPUTH. ECIIU OHA CTOJIBKO BpEMEHU HAXOAUTCA O] YbUM-TO
BO37eHcTBUEM. .. BO3MOXXHO, uepe3 Hee Mbl HAKOHEI-TO CMOKEM BBIMTH Ha Halllero Bpara.
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naBa 6

CMmenrHo cka3aTh — MpoBepUTh uMmeparpuiry. Cka3aTb, 4To ObUT CKaHIad, — 3TO HUYETO He
cka3zarb. biaropoaHas jgenu cnepBa moaymalna, 4To OCibllIaiach, a IOTOM 3aKaTujla TaKOM CKaH-
Jlall, 4YTO TOPTOBKU Ha PBHIHKE CMYILEHHO PEeTUpOBaINCh Obl mopanbiie. Ha ummeparopa 3to He
MOJICIICTBOBAJIO, MTO3TOMY CJIEIOM MOIILIN ClIe3bl U OOBUHEHUS B KECTOKOCEPIUH. DTO TOXKE HE
nomorno. B utore nopa Aypuan Besies 0CTaBUTh UX BABOEM Ha Iapy MUHYT, U [TOCJIE 3TOTO BbIIIEI
caM | BBIBET 32 PyKY MOOJIETHEBIIYIO KEHILUHY.

U BoT Teneps, Oypass Jlec MpadHbIM B3IVISIIOM, Ha CTYJIE BOCCEAala €e BeMUYeCTBO. AMHU-
JecTa efie MoJaBuia Mo30pHOE JKeIaHUe TMOEKUTHCS U MOoCcTapanach NPUHATH KaK MOXKHO Oolee
OeccTpacTHOE BhIpaKEHHE JTHUIIA.

— Bame BenuuecTBo, — ciaBa BceM Ooram, rojioc BbIIIE] CIOKOMHBIM, — MPOLIY Bac pac-
cnabuthes. He Bonmuyiitech, B TMYHBIE BOCIOMUHAHUS S HE Toe3y. Ham HyXHO y3HaTh TOJBKO
HEKOTOpBIE MOAPOOHOCTH, YTOOBI MoMoub npuHIiiecce Mpuranuu. — Ecnu Jlec u paccuuThiBana
Ha KaKHue-TO SMOIIMU, TO OHA X He JoXkAanack. JKeHIIMHa TUIlb (BIPKHYIA U CBBICOKA OIVIsAeNa
JEBYIIKY, YTOOBI TIOTOM C SIPOCTBIO B3MISIHYTh HA Apaapa (IIOX0Xke, KTO-TO YXe yCleln TOHECTH,
Ybsi MHUIMATHBA ObLJIa TOOOIIATHCS C HEH 3/1€Ch), U O] KOHEIl TOCMOTpeIa MPsMO Ha UMIIepaTopa.
Ho toT nuiub npuiypuscs B OTBET U MPOLETUIT CKBO3b 3YObl:

— Haunnaii, Amunecra. 5 xody no6sicTpee y3Hath, kak momous CBOEN mouepn.

— Ona u MO/ nous!

— Vxe Het. Tol ipenana ee. U tenepsp s xouy 3Hath, paau yero. [Ipuctynaiire, nequ [aon.
He 6ynem Tpatuth Bpewmsi.

Ha ceii pa3 Bce npouuio ropasno TpyaHee U MejieHHee. Mimneparpuna BceM CBOUM ecTe-
CTBOM COMPOTHBIISIIACH MPOBEpKe, U Jlec MPpUIILIOCH MOAHANIPSYbCA. 3aTO pe3yabTarT ObLl, Ja ellle
Kakol. Takoro He 0XKUJANl HUKTO. ..

— TBaps! OOBICKaTh €€ MOKOU HEMENJICHHO U TYT ke A0N0KUTh! [Ipuctynars!

— Oto Henpasaa! OHa Bce noacTpomia! Iroro He ObU10! — JKeHmrHa OyKBaIbHO MOATPHIT-
HyJia Ha CTyJIe, HO MO/ TSKEJIbIM B3IVISOM UMIIEpaTopa 3aMepria, Kak apajari30BaHHas.

— Momuu, apsius! Ecnu Bce 3T0 MOATBEPAUTCS ... — HE 3aKOHUMI, HO U 3TOr0 ObUIO JOCTa-
TOYHO, YTOOBI MOHSATH, YTO HUYETO XopoIliero MuHacTacuu *AaTh HE MPUXOTUTCS.

TummHa naBuia, Hapylaemasl JIMIIb TSHKEJIbIM AbIXaHUEM MPUCYTCTBYOIUX. Jla, Takoro
HUKTO He okuaan. OOuaa KeHIIUHBI TOPOU CO3JaeT caMble HEOXKHJaHHBIE MOocheAcTBHs. Bee
BUJIETIM, KAK HECKOJIbKO JIET Ha3aJ, Ha OYEpPEeIHOM Mpa3IHOBAHUU IHS POXKICHHUA JEIU, Cpeau
nocosibcTBa KapMoHTHpa Oka3anach OJHa U3 MOAPYT FOHOCTH MMIlepaTpulbl. becena eHIMH,
COYYBCTBHE K cyap0e OeHON MuHBI, Kak Ta ee Ha3biBana. U TpeBora 3a Oyayuiee Mputanuu. bpo-
nieHHas ¢pasza, 4To Ta MOBTOPHUT €€ cyan0y, OyKBaIbHO Bhelach B MO3T >KeHIIUHBI. M Gmaromo-
JY4YHO IpOAeprKaIachk UENblid O, 10 CIEAYIOIIEH BCTPEUn «IOAPYI», NIEPUOJUUYECKU MTOI0IPEBa-
eMasi muchbMaMu ¢ poAuHbl. IMeHHOo Toraa, yepes rol, UMIeparpHiia moay4duia HeOOIbIIYIO MaNKy
C UMEHAMH CaMbIX «IOCTOMHBIX KEHUXOB» U oOelaHue, 4YTo B cirydae yero KapMoHTHp He OTKa-
JKETCsI OT CBOUX Jlouepeil. A erie HeOOIbIION (DIAKOHYHK C TyXaMH, HOBEUIIIeH pa3paboTKu Maros,
JEHCTBYIOIIUX KaK Jydllee 3aKiiAThe BHylIeHus. Bot Tak cekperapp u Jlomac okazanuce noj Bo3-
NEHUCTBUEM.

Ho na 3TOoM meno He 3akoHUMIIOCH. 3a obelianue MoMou MuHacTacust peryisipHO OTIPaB-
Jsia Ha POAUHY MHUChbMA C UHTEPECHBIMHM CBEICHUSIMH, a €I€ COBETOBANACh, KaK JIyYllle MOCTY-
nuTh. M Takoe ke MUCbMO OHA OTHPaBUIIA, KOTZlAa Hallla JHEBHUK poja Jnbrap. [la, oH Bce 31O
BpeMsi OblT y Hee, Belb MarnuecKHii BECTHUK Belled €l He OTAaBaTh. Beab HMEHHO TaKk MOXXHO
y3HaTh, KaK y/iepkKarb Cynpyra.
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U ona oGpagoBanace, naxe 3a0buia Mpo THEBHUK, KOTIa IMIIEpaTop oOpaTHil Ha Hee BHIMa-
Hue. Te 1Be Helenu, oKa AeiCTBOBAJIO 3€J1be, ObUIM, HABEPHOE, CAMUMHU CYACTIUBBIMU B €€ KU3HU.
W teMm GonpHEE 1715 HEE OKa3aJICsl MOMEHT, KOIrzla OH BHOBB BepHYJics Kk Amanane. [Ipuuem yBunenu
BCE, B KaKoil (popMe OH BBICTABUJ CYIPYTy 3a IBEPb, HAIIOMHHUB O TOM, YTO HEOOXOJUMOCTH B UX
oOuieHnu 6ombiie HeT. M kak paccTpoeHHas KEHIMHA MToJIy4Miia CpoyHoe nocianue u3 Kapmon-
THpa ¢ MPOCKOOi 0 HeracHoi Berpeue. lInnonka ¢ ObIBIIEH POIMHBI OISITH BHIPAXKasla «COUyB-
CTBUE U 00ECIIOKOEHHOCTh Cy/IbOOW J0YepH, KOTOpasi BIIOJIHE MOXKET MOBTOPUTH IYTh Marepm»,
... BO3/ICHCTBHE HAJOXXUIIOCh Ha 00uy. MUHAcTacus cormacuiack moMous KapMoHTHDY, 1a0B1
HIEJIKHYTh 110 HOCY AypuaHa B 00MeH Ha obellanue, yTo puTanust NOIy4YUT LIAHC HA HOpMaJlb-
HYIO0 )KM3Hb — CBOOOIHOM 1 O0raToii >KeHIIMHBI Ha ponuHe Marepu. Kyia Ta muianupoBasa nepece-
JIMTHCSI BCIIE 3a JOUYEPHIO. .. I0CJI€ HECYacTHOTO ciyyas ¢ AypuaHoM. IIpaBna, Ha 3T0 OHa corvia-
cunach He cpasy. [locne mapbIl-TpoiiKH BCTped € yKe 3HAaKOMbIM ITociioM. Kak iopa cMor oka3arbest
B DTanroHe B 00X0J BCEX CHCTEM OXpaHbl, ObLITIO HEMOHITHO, HO (DakT ocTaeTcs (aKToM, KaK | TO,
9T0 OHU ¢ MuHacTacuel cranu mo0oBHUKaMU. Co0Ia3HUTH OOMKEHHYIO U YHIKSHHYTO )KEHIIUHY
OKa3aJIOCh JIETKO, KaK U ITONPOCHUTH €€ HE OTJABaTh CIy4YallHO HAHJEHHBIN €10 POJOBOM THEBHUK.
[IpaBna, cnepBa OH HaMeKaJl IEPeaTh €ro My, HO Ha 3TO )KEHII[HA HE [TOBEJIACh, IPEANOYTS UMETh
B pyKaBe Ty3. XOTb U HE JI0 KOHIIa IOHUMaJia BCIO €r0 3HaYMMOCTb. BOT OH U Hamencs. ..

Cnycrs mondaca ABepb OTKpbLIach, U BepHyauck Kaitnap, 3opac u OpoH co cronkamu Oymar.
Brimisiaenu Bce Tpoe MpavHo.

— Bot, — 3opac npoTsHyn navyky nucem, — nepenucka ¢ Kapmontupom. PogoBoii qHEeBHUK
ToXe Haesncs, Ho jiopn Llaiit 3anpetun k Hemy npukacarbesi. Cynis 0 TEKCTY HalIEHHBIX 10KY-
MEHTOB, €€ BEJIMUYECTBO IepeaBala CBEJCHUSI KOHKPETHO O Bac, MHJIOpJ, 00 oOIiel MmoiuTuke
UMIIEPHH, TIOCIIEIHUX HOBOCTSIX M KQJPOBBIX M3MEHEHUIX. A TaKke ObLIHM 3alpOIIEHBI TJaHHBIE 00
OXpaHe UMIIEPATOPCKOTo Kpbliia, — U 30pac MOKOCUIICS Ha MOOJIEIHEBIIYIO KEHIIUHY, — B LEJIAX. . .

— Hy?

— KXM... B 1ensx npuBaTHBIX BCTPEY C JIOPAOM coBeTHUKOM KapmoHTupa Mukinmanacom
XeroHu.

— A Hpuranus?

— Bp110 06emano, 94To ee BBHICOYECTBO MOMYYHT HACIEACTBO W THTYJ MapKH3a B KaueCTBE
BJIOBbI, @ peOCHOK, €CIIU YCIIEET POAUTHCS, CTAHET BTOPHIM HACJIEIHUKOM IPECTosia DJIbBaHTHI.
CamMa xe MUJIeIM TIOCJIE COBEPILIEHHOJETHS peOeHKa UK Yepe3 ol OCJIe CMEPTH CYNpPYyTra MOKET
nepeexars B KapMOHTHp ¢ OIy4YeHHEM TUTYJ1a HEHACIEAHON IPUHIIECCH] U YCTPOUTD CyAbOY 1O
COOCTBEHHOMY JKEJIaHHUIO.

— A Tam Hamnucasno, uto O-1lleBpo OyaeT NuTh SHEPrUIo Halllel 1ouepH, 4ToObl criacTuch? U
YTO Yepes rojl, NoIy4yuB HaciaeaHuka, puranus MoxxeT ymepers?

—Yto?! DTOrO HE MOXKET OBITH!

— Hypa! Ilorackyxa! O-llleBpo ymupaetr! Ero uHTEpecyioT Tenepb TOIBKO MYXHKH, HO
YTOOBI BEIKUTH, OH JOJKCH MOAMUTHIBATHCS OT HeakTuBHOTO Mara! Ot Upurtanuu! Tel cama 3acra-
BUJIa TTOIUTH ei mpuBopoT! Manorka! Hama nous Temneps MpOCTO CTAHET JJIsi HETO JOHOPOM!
Otnmact Bcro ce0s, a moTom mcraet! — Mimmeparop yxe He KOHTPOJIUPOBAT ceOsl, a HABUC HAJl
HECYaCTHOM KEHIIIMHOMN, Bpa3 NoOJIeTHEBIIEH U pacTepsBLIEH Bech JIOCK. B cinenyromnyio cekyHay
pasfaiics TpOMKUN TPECK, U ronoBa MuHacTacuM OTKauHyjach Ha3ald, OOHa)Kas ajeloulylo ILEKY.
Omnuneyxa — rpomMkasi 1 HeokHJ1aHHas — rpocto notpsicia Jlec. — OpoH, 3Ty... — UMIeEpaTop nojaa-
BUJI pyraTeiabCTBO, — oA cTpaxky. KapMoHTHpPCKOTO 11akaia 1moj KOHTpOJib, IPOBEPUTH BCIO IIEpe-
IUCKY, NIEPETPSAXHYTh BCE BEILM, U IJIEBaTh HA €ro quruiomarndeckuit craryc. Jlemu 1llaoH, mbl
MOYKEM BBITSHYTb €LI€ YTO-HUOYAb U3 TOJIOBBI ATOM JKEHILIMHbI?

— Her, Bame BennuectBo, — TUXO npousHecna Jlec, — Ha Hel crost Onoku. Jlaxke ecnu st
UX CJIOMalo, CO3HAaHUE €€ BEJIMYECTBA MPOCTO BHITOPUT. PacmyTarh OJI0KHM MOXKHO, HO TIOTpedyeT
JUIUTEIBHOTO IEPUOJIa.
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— Ckonpko?

— He MeHbI11€ TpeXx-ueThlpex MeCsLEB NOCTEIEHHOTO CHATHUS Ka)KI0M MevaTH 1oJ Ha/i30poM
LEITUTEIICH.

— 3a TpU-YeThIpE MECSIa CBEACHMSI TOTEPSIOT aKTyaJIbHOCTb, — MOMOpPIIUICS Apaap.

— Tot mpaB. YUrto x... OtnpaBuTh Jeau 30apoHTe, — Ipou3Hec AypuaH, U BCE B3APOTHYIH,
B€/Ib MY>XUMHA [IPOU3HEC I€BUYBIO (pamMuinio MuHacTacuu, siCHO JjaBasi HOHATb, YTO BIIEPENU €€
JIET, — B CEBEpPHOE MIOMECThE. 3allPETUTD BblJJaBaTh OMOJIaKUBatoIKe 3ebs. Hukakoil nepenucku
u rocreil. @peitnuH yopars. OCTaBUTh MUHUMYM JOBEPEHHBIX CIIYT U cTpaxy. [lonueiii Hanzop. U
TOTOBBTE JIEJIO K pa3Bojy. Y TOUHUTE B Xpame, 9To TaM Tpelyercs... Brl eme 3aecs? Uepes gac ee
HE JI0JKHO OBITh BO J1BOplie. Ho 4TOOBI CityXH HE IOMOJI3IIH.

Kak Tonpko Bee erie HaxosIIy0Cs B IIIOKE KEHIIMHY BbIBEJIM U3 KOMHAThI, AypuaH ycTano
OITyCTHJICS Ha CTYJI, CAABHUB T0JIOBY pykamu. Ero nuia He 6110 BUIHO, HO Jlec mpekpacHo Moria
IPEICTaBUTh, YTO OH ceyac YyBCTBYET.

— MBI MOXXeM Kak-HUOynb oMo4b puranuu?

Bormpoc He 0bL1 3a/1aH KOMY-TO KOHKPETHOMY, TIO3TOMY, EPEIVIIHYBIINCh, BCE PEANOWIN
IPOMOJIYaTh, 1a U 4TO TyT cKakemb? He noxknaBlIMCh HU 3ByKa, UMIIEPATOp MOIHSUI TOJIOBY U
00BeJ BCEX B3MIISAIOM.

— DTO0 OTBET, Kak 51 noHumaro? JlagHo, AMusnecra, 4To TaM ¢ IpUBOPOTOM?

—IIpocture, MUIIOPA, HO... €€ BBICOYECTBO YXKE MO/ HUM, U Y HEE OH OyZI€T TOIBKO KPEIHYTh.
Ecau otimyunTs ee oT 00beKTa MPUBS3aHHOCTH, TO €i1 OyJeT T1oxo. B ciyuae xe cmepTu Mapkusa. ..
OyZIeT ToXe IUI0X0, €CTh BEPOATHOCTh, UTO OHA Jake HAJIOKUT Ha cedst pyku. Ho ecnu ycnenuts,
TO CHAITh €10 MOXHO. [locTenenHo, HO rojia uepe3 Tpu OHA MPUIET B HOPMY. DTO JAOJITO, CIIOKHO U
00JIE3HEHHO, HO BO3MOXKHO. A BOT y Mapku3a... — Jlec mpukycuia ryoy.

— Hy?

— W3-3a ero HaKJIOHHOCTEM, CKOpee Bcero, OyzeT AeiicTBoBaTh Henoaro. Ecinu Obl g 3Hana, To
nana Obl Oosiee CHITbHOACHCTBYIONIEE CPEACTBO. XOTS. .. HET, YBBI, €CIIU TO €T0 NCHCTBUTEIBHOE
IPUCTPACTHE, TO TOJIBKO MOCTOSHHO JIepKaTh Ha 3eibe. [IpaBna, ecTb BEpOATHOCTh, YTO MOW IpHU-
BOPOT MOXET BCTYIUTh PEAKIUIO CO CHAI0OOBEM €T0 JISAH, YTO YCUIHT ero. BoT ToibKo, Kymato,
nopa JJamap nepecraHeT ero AaBarh cpa3y, Kak TOJIbKO POJUTCS HACIEAHUK, €CIIM HE paHblIe. XOTs
HeT. OHM TOXKIYTCs pOKIAEHUs peOeHKa, YTOObI B CiIydyae Yero He HauMHaTh BCE 3aHOBO. Tak 4YToO
0T rojia 10 IByX €CTh B 3ariace.

— 3opac, ectb criocoObI 3a0path ee? 3aKoHHbIE?

— Oro nyuie 3HaeT Jlomac. S yTouHio y HEro, Kak OH IPHUIET B ceOsl.

— Xopomro. A ecnu yOUTb 3TOT0 Mapku3a?

— Yourtp mano, — BkimuHIIack Jlec, — Mpuranuro Hamo OyneT emie u MOXUTHTD U TIPUBE3TH
ctona. Bpsix i B DnbpBaHTE KTO-TO Oy[eT CHUMATh IPHBOPOT.

— Cornacen, — kuBHYJ BopoH. — Bo3aMoxkHO, styuriie OyeT npocTo pacTOprHyTh Opak?

— Hpurtanus He conacures, — nokadasa rojioBoi Jlec. — Xots. .. ecnu ee NOCTENeHHO IOUTh
AHTHUJIOTOM, TO 3TO CIIEPKUT pacnpoCTpaHeHue npuBopora. U B ciydae rudenu Mapku3a ee MOXKHO
OyzeT mepeBe3TH B DTaJIMOH MO NMPEAJIOroM, YTO JIoMa el OyJeT Jrydine nepexxuTs norepro. Ho
JiesaTh NpuaeTcsl Bce oueHb ObicTpo. Tam Beaw eme KapMoHTHp... HE Aymalo, UTO OH YITyCTUT
TaKOH IIAHC BO3/ICUCTBUS Ha Hac.

— CKOJIbKO TOTOBUTCS @aHTUAOT?

— Tpu venenu. Ho naBate ero Hamo OyJeT HE MEHBIIIE MecsIa, YTO0OBI COMTH OCHOBHOE JICH-
CTBUE IPUBOPOTA. A 32 3TO BpeMsl JKeJIaTeabHO, YTOObI OHA HE 3a0epeMeHeNa, MHaY€ OH YKPEIIUTCS.

— 1 nonsin. 3opac!

— byner cnenano, — kuBHyJ1 BopoH, ITOHSB HE IPOU3HECEHHBIN MTPUKA3 CBOETO ITOBEIUTENS
— HEe J1aTh €r0 J04YEpH MOHECTH.
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— 3HauuT, Tak. Ty TBaph YHUUTOKUTh. MOs 104b JOJDKHA K KOHILY T0/1a BEPHYTBHCS JJOMOM.
DOnpBaHTa... ¢ Hel pasdepeMcs mozxe. OHU ellle MOKAICIOT, YTO PUCKHYJIH UTPaTh CO MHOH. A
celyac OCTaBbTE MEHS.

— Munopna, — Jlec puckHymna nogarb rojoc, — a 4ro ¢ JHEBHUKOM?

— A uto ¢ HUM?

— Ero Benp Hanum. ..

— Hy tak u 3abupaii. 310 *e TBOsI 00513aHHOCTH — BECTH €TO0.

— Koneuno, munopz. — Jlec ckiaoHMIach B MOKJIOHE U BBICKOYMJIA CIIEIOM 33 OCTAJIbHBIMH.
[Toxoxe, Aypuany Haso ObUTO TIOOBITH OAHOMY, YTOOBI OCTBITH M IPUHSATH TO, YTO CBAJHIOCH Ha
HETO.

B xopunope ocraBanuce smiib 3opac 1 Apaap. Kaitnap ymen BMmecte ¢ OpoHOM KOHTPOJIH-
poBatrh cOOPHI €€ BEIMYECTBA U TPAHCIIOPTUPOBKY €€ 0 MOMECThS. A BOT OCTABILNECS MY>KUHHBI,
MIOXO0XeE, KJIaJTH UMEHHO ee, U Jlec BOmpOCHTENbHO BCKMHYNIA OPOBH, CMOTpPS Ha IJIaBy TalHOU
KaHLEJSPUU.

—Yro?

— Br1 yBepensl, neau [laon?

— B ueM umenno?

— B ToM, yTO mokazanu, — npuiypuics Bopos.

— Yo BbI XOTUTE CcKa3aTh? — Jlec Toxxe mpullypuiIach, ¢ BBI30BOM IS Ha HETO.

— He mogymaiiTe HUYEro Imioxoro, HO, MOXET, 3TO OBLIM JIOKHbIE BoCTIOMHHaHUSA? Bo3-
MOKHO, 3TO OBLIT OJIOK?

— BBl ke camu HalIM NOATBEPXKACHUE, — HaXMypuics Apnap, nisana Ha Kepra.

— IlogOpocuTh OymMaru 1eno HeCIOKHOE, — OTMAXHYJICS IIIHOH, — 0COOCHHO €CITH 3apaHee
3Haelllb, Kakhe U Kyaa. Eciiu BOCIIOMMHAHUS JIOKHBIE, TO €€ BETMYECTBO LI€JICHANPABICHHO KTO-
TO MOJICTABIISIET.

— bnok 6bu1 otuH. — Jlec mokauana rojgoBoid. — Broporo Het. U eciu He 1oBepsieTe MHE, TO
HalMHUTE JPYroro CenuainucTa.

— Jleno ne B noBepun, nenu [laon, nporry, He odmxkaiitech. [IpocTo nemo oueHs cepbe3Hoe.

— A oTKyz#a Takue COMHEHUs? — npuiypuics Apaap.

— Kak 0b1 teau MuHacTacust He OTHOCHIIaCh K MUJIOP.LY, HO OHa Obl HUKOT/]a HE IIOJICTaBUIIa
104b. A TyT, IOXOXeE, KTO-TO LIEJIEHAIIPaBIEHHO U30aBuiIcs cHavana oT Mpuranuu, a Teneps u ot
UMIEPaTPULIBI.

— Jlymaere, 3TO HaIll HEU3BECTHBIN Bpar?

— Brionie Bo3MOXXHO, uTO Aa. Jlo HMIepaTropcKoi CEMbU 100paThCs TPYIHO, & TYT MOKATYH-
cTa —3a pa3 1Boux. B 1o xe Bpemst KapmMoHTHp B MarnyeckoM IjiaHe 3allluiieH ropasio ciadee. A
HAlll Bpar, Kak Mbl y>K€ 3HaeM, — Mar, IpuyeM He ciaalbiil. He ynusitock, 4To U BBITOpaHUe MapKHu3a
€ro pyK JI€J10, 4YTOObI MOATOJIKHYTh BCIO 3TY CUTYAalHIO.

— Ho mapku3 myxenoxen AaBHO, Ja U ¢ Maruedl mpoOjaemMbl Hadyalduch TOXKE He BYepa. B
aKaJeMHH OH ObUT HOPMAaJIbHBIM, a MPEIJI0KEHNE M0 €r0 KaHAUIaType NOCTYIIIIIO IIATh JIET Ha3al.
3HAYUT, TJe-TO OT OJIMHHALATY /0 IIECTHU JIET Ha3a/l.

— Cewmb. A niepBblii rBap/ieel] Iponas IeBATh C TOJOBUHOM JIET Ha3al. Tak 4To BIIOJHE MOYXKHO
CKa3aTh, YTO HAlll HEM3BECTHBII Bpar BbIIIET Ha OXOTY JAaBHO. M BrlosiHE 3a 3TH TOJIbI MOT M HAUTHU
noaxoq kK KapMoHTHpY, U MCHIOIB30BaTh MapKu3a.

— Bo3moxHo, — Jlec He cTana ciopuTh, — HO 51 MOTY CKa3aTh TOYHO, YTO CO CTOPOHBI MUJIEIN
Bce ObUTO0 MMEHHO Tak. C Ipyroi CTOPOHBI, KTO OBLI IO MACKOH KAPMOHTHPCKOTO MTOCJIA WU, €CITH
9TO OBUI JCHCTBUTENFHO OH, HE HAXOIWJICS JIM TOT O] BO3JeiicTBUEM. .. HO 3TOTO yrke BaM HU OJTH
Mmar He ckaxeT. BoznelictBue Obu10. Ee BenmnuecTBo coracuiack HE IpOCTO Tak, HO BOT TOJIBKO. ..

— OHO HaJIOKUJIOCH Ha 3aBUCTb U PEBHOCTh, — MPAuHO Mpoueans Apaap, — JKEHIIMHBI HUKO-
I71a HE JyMaroT rOJI0BOM.
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— He Hazio 10BOIUTH JKEHIIMH 10 TAKOTO COCTOSIHUS, — napupoBana Jlec. — Ero BennyecTBo
BIIOJTHE MOT NPOSIBUTH OOJIbIIIE BHEITHETO YBaKEHHSI K CYNIPyTre U MEHbIIE K (aBOPHUTKE, U TOTA
Obl Takasi CUTyalusl He BO3HUKJIA.

— VYBaKeHHE HAZIO 3aCITyKUTh.

— A s TOBOpHWIIA O €r0 BHELIHEM IIPOsABICHUH. Bol Henonowsny, nopa Kemwn. Bopouem, Bam
310 nipocTuTeNbHO. Jlopa 3opac, — Jlec gemoHcTpaTuBHO OTBEpHYAAch K Kepty, — mymaro, MUiopa
HE CHJIBHO BO3MYTHUTCSI, €CJIH MBI C €€ BEIMYECTBOM OTIIPABUM KaKyr0-HUOYIb OMHM3KYIO0 eif namy?
51, mpaBo, HE CUJIbHA B APYKECKUX CBS3SX MUJIEIU, €AMHCTBEHHAs, KTO IPUXOAUT HA YM, 3TO JIEAU
nuon I'epH. MoxeT, CTOUT OTIPaBUTh €€ C €€ BEIUYECTBOM, YTOOBI TOW OBLIO JIerye NepeHecTu
BCE ATO?

— Jlymato, Bbl IpaBbl, — CIIyCTSI MUHYTY COIVIACHO KUBHYJ 30pac. — K Tomy ke nequ nuoin ['epu
BJIOBA, a CbIH HE MOJJAECPKUBAET OTHOLIEHUN ¢ Marepblo. YeM BbI IUTaHUpYETE ceiuac 3aHAThCA?

— 3alepy AHEBHHK, — MOXKaja IuledyaMH JeByllka. — JKajib, KOHEYHO, YTO TaK MO3AHO, HO
Jdyuylle ceidyac, yeM HHUKOraa. XOTh OJHa XOpollash HOBOCTb, — B3/I0XHYJIa OHA U MOSCHUIIA O]
YAUBJIEHHBIMU B3IVIS,IaMU MYKUMH: — THEBHUK €I1I€ HE yCIIeN MONAacTh K HallleMy Bpary.

—Mpa... BbI paBsel. YTO K, MHE TOXKE €CTh YEM 3aHATHCH. . .

— KapmonTup?

— MmeHHo.

Ha stom nopn Kept pasBepHysics u ObICTPBIM IIaroM HampaBuiIcs 1o cBouM enam. Cekpe-
Tapb TOKE, OTBECUB JIETKHUI MOKJIOH, IPOMaJl B NTyOnHEe KOpuA0poB. B3noxHyB, AMusiecTa onisHy-
Jack 1 OeclenbHO HampaBuiIachk Kyaa-to. Jla, e Hao ObUIO MOWTH 32 JTHEBHUKOM, HO BCTPEYATHCSA
B MIOKOSIX C UMIIEpaTpUlIel He X0Tenoch. Jla, oHa He 0co0o0 naauna ¢ MuHacTacueil, Ho BO MHOTOM
B HEMPUSATHOM XapaKTepe KEHIUHbI BUHOBAT UMEHHO AypuaH. Kak Obl TaM HU ObLI10, HO XOTS Obl
NO0Ka3aTeJIbHO Ul ABOPA OH MOT OBl IPOSBIATH OOJIbIIIE YBAKEHUS, a HE MIOKA3bIBaTh BCEM U KaX-
oMy, 9TO (haBOPUTKY 3HAUYAT Jijist Hero Ooubine. [lonoxka pyky Ha cepatie Jlec 661 He cMoTIIa BBITEP-
NeTh Takoe npeHeopexenne. OHa win Obl TpaBuiia OHY (ABOPUTKY 3a APYTOM, TTOKA TE€ B CTpaxe
OBl CaMU HE OTKA3bIBAJIUCH OT CTOJIb IOYETHOI'O MECTA, JINOO pazodpanach Obl C «KMY>KEHBKOM», MU
IPUBOPOXKUB, UM OTpaBUB. U mieBars Obl €if ObLIO HA TO, YTO €€ MoiMaroT. XOTs HaJl0 CMOTPETh
IpaBJie B IJ1a3a, IPU HAIMYHE COBEPIICHHOJIETHETO peOeHKa-HACISTHIKA 1 €1 ObI HUYEro He ObLIO.
Jla u mpu KemaHUK BCE MOXKHO OOCTAaBHTH TaK, YTO HUKTO HHYETO HE y3HaeT. B moboMm cimyyae
TaKoro Obl OHA TEPIETh TOYHO HE cTaja. BripoueM, oHa Obl M 110 pacyeTy 3aMyX HE BbIILIA. ..

— Ammunecra!
— Ox, ut0?! — [NonnpeITHYB Ha MecTe, Jlec cymopoKHO 0OEpHYIIACh U C YIUBICHUEM OKa3a-
Jach HOC K HOCy ¢ JlaMucom. — DTo ThI... — BbIOXHYJa oHa. — Hamyrai.

— U3BuHM. ThI Tak 3aymanacek... S 3Ball HECKOJIBKO pas.

— Huuero. YUto-To cmyunnocs?

— Moxert, 3T0 Thl MHE CKaXKelIb? — MOMOPIIWICS NapeHb. — MeHs ke He AOMyCTUIU 10
Oecenbl ¢ mmreparpuiieii. S Beas He B OvkHEM KpyTe... B ommruue oT jJopaa [lafita. — Oro! Jlec
nokocuiach Ha napHs. [Toxoxe, KT0-TO Bcepbe3 oOuencs.

— Mamuc, to1 He nipaB. [Ipocto Kaiinapa 3neck 3HatoT gonbliie U 00JblIe, 4eM Te0sl WIIK MEHSL.
VY Hero ectb penyrtanus, U K ToMy ke jopa Jlomac roToBUT €ro Ha cBoe MecTo. A K Tebe ele
npucmarpuBatorcs. [loBeps, MeHs1 ObI BOOOIIE HE TOMYCTHIIN OBl OJIM3KO, €Cii ObI HE KIIATBA U
CTaTyc NpUABOPHOTO Mara.

— Tebs Bo1Opanu. — Jlamuc nokavasn roj0BOM.

— IIpocTo Hao OBLIO ycepiHee yUnThCs, a He pa3BieKarbes, — noazena Jlec, Ho, yBUAeB, Kak
OH [TIOMpauHe, yKe cepbe3Ho gobdasuina: — M3sunu. Ho, nymato, TyT neno B apyrom. Bo-nepBbix,
Thl €IMHCTBEHHBI HACIEIHUK, KOTOPBIA pAaHO WU MO3HO JIOJIKEH 3aHATHCS CBOUM JOMOM. A s
XOTb U FE€PLIOTHHS, HO HE HACJIEYI0 HUYEro, KpoMe TUTYJIA U YacTH JeHer. Bo-BTOpbIX, coIIacuch,
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HO OLIEHKU y MEHs TOBBIIIIE, J1a el g auieHnuar. Hy u, B-TpeTbux, AyMaro, B TBOEM ClIydae Kak
pa3 ¥ cTapaiuch u30exkarhb CiryuuBiierocs ¢ Mpuranueii.

— Jlymaenus, i1emo B 3ToM?

— Ckopee Bcero, ga. K Tomy e s HACTOJIBKO PEAKO ObIBaja MpPU ABOPE, YTO MEHS TOYHO
MOKHO OBLJIO OTHECTH K HEUTPAIbHOM JIMYHOCTU. A TBOM OoTell yke urypa.

— Bo3MoxHO, THI U mpaBa... XO0Ts, MPU3HAIOCh, BCE-Taku O0MIHO. Y MeHs Oyaer mpochba
K TeOe.

— Kakas?

— 3Haelb, s BeJlb BCIO aKaJeMUI0 TepneTh TeOs He MOT. CunTai BEICOKOMEPHOU 3ay4KOH.
['epuioruneii, KoTopasi He CHUCXOIUT /10 OOIIEHUS ¢ IPOCTHIMU CMEPTHBIMU. Bce Bpemst xoTenoch
TeOs KaK-TO 3a/1eTh, HO Thl Ja)K€ HE 3aMedalla MOMX MOIBITOK. Tkl BOOOIIE Obljia CIOBHO BBIILIE
aTOr0 Beero. Takas Oe3pa3nnynas, gajaeKas, XonoAaHas. .. Tede HuKTo He Obi1 HyskeH. CIrycTs Bpemst
s y’K€ CMOTpeT Ha Te0s ¥ MPOCTO HE MOHUMAJI, KaK MOJKHO BOOOIIIE HE UCTIBITHIBATh SMonunid. He
XOTETb I'YJISTh, Pa3BIEKaThCs, 1a IPOCTO NOCIIETHUYATh. Thl HACTOJIBLKO ObLIA TOTPYXKEHA B yueoy,
YTO TOJIBKO TUBY AABAJICSA. A IOTOM IIPOCTO B KAKOM-TO MOMEHT OTBEPHYJICS U PEIINI )KUTh CBOEH
JKU3HBIO, HE oOpatiast Ha Te0st BHUManus. M MHe naxe 310 ynanock. Oka3anoch, 4To sl U HE YpOT,
U JIeBYILIKaM UHTepeceH. S BhIKMHYI TeOs U3 rojaoBbl. Bo BcsikoM citydae, sl TaK UCKpPEHHE CUUTAll,
noka cyap0a cHoBa He cBena. U okazanock, 4To 3a Te rojpl, Korna s NpUHIUIHAIBHO TeOsS UTHO-
pupoBai, Thl pacusena. Ho maBHoe, Tbl oxuiia. B TBoux miazax nosiBwiiock cusinue. M meHs kak
MoJIHUEHN ynapuio. Yepes CTOIBKO JIET 10 MEHs BAPYT JIOILIO, YTO BCS MOSl HEHABUCTh K TeOe,
npeHeOpeKeHNE OBLIN HE YeM MHBIM, Kak 00ua0i. OOUI0i BIICPBHIE BIFOOUBIIICTOCS MATBIHIIKH,
Ha KOTOPOTro OHPaBUBLIASCS JI€BOYKA HE 0OpaTuia BHUMAHUS.

— Hammuc...

— Her, naii Mue noroBoputh. ThI ke camMa MEHsI OOBUHWIIA B TOM, 49TO 51 MOIT4y. BOT Temnepsb,
IPOIILY, BBICIYIIAH 10 KOHLA. Tkl jke cama JItoOuIIb OBTOPSITh, YTO 3@ CBOU XKEJIaHUS HaJl0 OTBE-
yarbh. Tak BOT, — OH CIVIOTHYJI ¥ OTBEJ B3IV, — 51 XOUy CKa3aTh... Jla npokiaThbe, s a100it0 Teos,
Awmmunecta! J[aBHO 100110, Y THI 3TO 3HACTIIB, IPOCTO HE MPU3HACIILCS, U B TIEPBYIO 04epeh cede,
IIOTOMY 4YTO TPUAETCS BHIOMPATh. YK W3BHHU, HO TIOCJE BCETO, YTO MEXKAY HaMHU ObLIO, TPYIHO
IOCYUTATh, 4TO ITO MpocTo Guupt. U 5 3Hato0, uto u Kaitnap k Tede oTHOCUTCS cepbe3HO. 13BuHH,
HO Thl HE Ta JIEBYILIKA, C KOTOPOM XOUeTcs MPOCTO MPUATHO IpoBecTu Bpems. Ha Ttebe xouercs
KEHUTBCS. YK MPOCTH 32 TPYOOCTH, HO MPOCTO MEPECiaTh MOKHO HANTH AEBHILYy TOpas3io Mporie
u 6ecnipodnemuee. U s roToB royioBy JaTh Ha OTCEUYEHHUE, YTO HAlll MAPKU3 OYEHb CKOPO MPENsIo-
#uT Te0e Opak. Ho mpoiity, koraa Tl onpenenuibes, He Haao 6epedb Mo uyBcTBa. Eciu BbIOOp
Oyner... ecnu Tl BeiOepeins Kaiinapa win ere Koro-HuoOyap — ckaku. MHe He HY>KHa )KaJloCTb.
3Hato, yTo OyaeT OOJIbHO, HO JIy4Ille PEe3KO Pa3opBaTh CBsA3b, U BCE, YEM MEIJIEHHO OTPHIBATH 1O
KyCOUYKY ceOsl.

— U 181 yeneun?

— B atom ciyuae — n1a. Sl He HaCTONBKO CUJIEH UM O1aropojieH, YToObl BUAETh TBOE CHACTHE
¢ apyruM. Jla 1 cTan CIUIIKOM 3aBHCHUM OT TBOETO 3araxa, OT B3IVIsla TBOMX 3BE3/HBIX Va3, OT
MSTKOCTH KOXH. .. — PyKa My>XYUHBI TOTHSIIACH, U MTATBIIBI HEXKHO POOEKAIICh IO KOXKE, CIIOBHO
odepurBas oBajl. Tak ecTeCTBeHHO... — MHe Hamo Oyner mepebosiets ToO0#. Ho s BepHych. U
Kak ObI HU CIOKMJIAch cyap0a Jaibliie, 3Hai, 4To s BCeraa Oyy TBOMM JAPYroM. XOTs 51 BCE eIl
HAJICIOCh, UTO CTAaHY TeGe KeM-TO OOIBIIMM, BEb IIAHC Y MEHS €CTh, — TyKaBO YJIBIOHYICS OH,
CTapascCh CKPBITh 3a HACMEIIKON UCTUHHOE OTHOLIEHHUE K MPOUCXOASAIIEMY.

— [louemy ThI rOBOpUIIB 3TO... TEM Ooee ceifyac?

— Y MmeHs cTpaHHOeE npeauyBcTBUe, Amuiiecta. CaM He 3HaK0 I0YeMY, HO MHE TPEBOXKHO. J{a
Y TBOM CJIOBa Ha Oaity... 3HACIIb, Thl BeIb MTpaBa. ITO MbI 3HAEM PO CBOM YyBCTBA, a JIJIsl KOTO-TO
JPyroro OHU Mpak BcejeHHOU. W Kk ToMy ke 4yBCTBa JyIIM U YKEJIaHUS Teja BEIIU BEJlb pa3HbIE.
W s noHnmaro, 4To 01HO BIOJHE BO3MOXKHO 0e3 Apyroro. Tel B3pociast )KEHIIMHA, U XoueTcs Tede
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BITIOJTHE OTIpeJIeNIeHHBIX Bemiel. Ho u 51 Xouy, 4TOObI ThI IOHMUMAIA, YTO, BO BCSIKOM CITydae ¢ MOer
CTOPOHBI, JI€JI0 HE TOJIBKO. .. KXMM... B 3ToM. K Tomy ke, tymato, ceronns-3asrpa Kaitnap npuner
K TeOe ¢ aHAJIOTUYHBIM MIPU3HAHUEM. A TaK s ObUT EPBBIM. — M OH IIaJIbHO YCMEXHYIICS.

— HMamuc. — Jlec cama He oxujana, Kak caenaja Iar Buepes U oOHsuia napss. boru, Ho kak
K€ BAPYT 3alEMWIO B rpyau. Takoro oHa He oxuaana. M Toi MCKpEHHOCTH, U TE€X YyBCTB, UYTO
TOpeJu B €ro ma3ax. A oHa U IpaBja cienas 1 Iynas. 3a 3TH AECSTh JIET y Hee Oblla Of1Ha LIeJb, U
oHa Huyero He 3amevana. Kak? Kak ona mormia npoiitu Mmumo takoro? Kak Moriia nocuuTarb, 4To
Bce 3TO GiupT U MoxoTh? Ho BOT TOIBKO YTO nenath eif ceituac? [IpuHsATh ero 4yBCcTBa OHA MOTJIA,
HO PElIuTh, 4TO JIeNaTh, — yBbl. W neno Oputo maxe He B Kaitnape. ..

— Hy xe, AMu, He miaysb... Hy 4To ThI, IpAMO Kak 1o MOKOWHUKY. — Pyka Msrko noriaauia
ee 110 BoJiocaM. — 3Haelllb, MHE YXKe Jierye.

— OTtTOr0, YTO BBHITOBOPHMJICS? — ITpOOypUalia OHA B €r0 pyOalliky.

— OT 3TOTO TOXE, HO TJIABHOE B IpyroM. Y TeOs ecTh uyBcTBa, AMU. I y MeHs ecThb maHc. A
€CJIM HE CIIOKUTCA. .. 3HAYUT, OOraM BUIHEE U I7Ie-TO MEHS JKJIET JIEBYILIKA €IIE JYy4YIlle, YEM ThI.

—Yro?!

— Hyuy! XoTs... Aa, HaAEXKaa y MEHS €CTh, YTO OOTH CHKAJIATCS M HAWIYyT MHE HE Takoe
OpeBHO.

— Namuc! Thr...

— Ara! — pacxoxoTajcsi napeHb 1 NpUHsICS yOeraTtb oT pa303J1€HHON U BO3MYILEHHOM Tep-
oruHu. Jlec He BblAEpkKaIa U 3allyCTHIIa EMY BIOTOHKY Mapy IIAPOBBIX MOJHMMN, IPOYYUTH Har-
nera. Jla kKak OH BOOOIIIE TOCMEIT TaKoe CKa3aTh — OpeBHO?!

Bort Tonbko naneko oHa He yOexkana. Uepe3 HECKONBKO 1IAaroB pyKy AMUIECTbl MPOH3UIO
00J1b10, ¥ OHA ¢ pa30ery HajleTeNna Ha CKAMENKY U, OXHYB OT HEOXKHIaHHOCTH 1 00JI1, OCEJIa Ha IOJI.

— AMuiiecTta, yTo ciIydrsioch? — BMHT pacTepsiB BCIo BeceslocTh, JlaMuc moanieTen K Cuasieit
Ha oy aeByiike. — Uro 6omut? Hory monsepryia?

— Her... Umneparop...

—Yro?

— Ha nero kto-To Hanai, — npouentana Jlec u, moackouus, Opocuiiachk Tyaa, Ie oulyuiaia
IPUCYTCTBUE MOHApXa.
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maBa 7

A BOT yBUIGHHOTO HE 0XHJ1aIM HU npubeskasias Jlec, Hu 3amepuinii 3a ee ciuHoi Jlamuc,
HU BJIETEBIINI OTHOBPEMEHHO C HUM cekpeTapb. [IpsimMo B kaOuHeTe uMIiepaTopa CLEeNINCh JBOE
— caM AypHaH U ero cblH. ACTUMHaH ObUI IBHO He B ce0e. OH MpOCTO KOJIOTHUII OTLA, BBIKPUKHUBAS
6eccBszHble 00BUHEHHUs. Cyfisl IO BCeMY, IPUHIL TO JIU MbsIH OBLJI, TO JIM TOJIBKO-TOJIBKO MIPOCHYIICS
IIOCJIE XOPOILEH NOTIONKN U HUYETro HE TOHUMAJL.

— OTO Tl BUHOBAT! — PABKHYJI ACTUMMAH U IOMBITAJICSA 3ayILIUTh OTLA.

— Oit! — Bapyr krto-To ¢ cuinoi nepHyn Jlec 3a pyky, u, 00epHYBIINCh, OHA BCTPETUIIACh
B3IVISIOM C HAXMYPEHHBIM ApaapoM, — A0JIro elle Oyaensb cTosth? Paznumu ux!

— Kak?

— TbI Mar unu xKro?

Touno! Jlec ceds uyTh no 10y He cTykHy’da. Kemns Obu1 abconmtoTHO mpas. Pa3sepHyBIINCH
K YNaBIIUM Ha II0J MOHapXaM, B3MaxHyja pyKaMH, U UX OTHECIIO B JaJbHUE YIIbl. BOT TONbKO
3acTUjIaBIIAs [V1a3a IPOCTh HE JaBajla UM yCIIOKOUTHCS, M IPUIIIIOCH BBUIMTH HA KaXK10T'0 T10 yIIaTy
BOJIBI.

— [Ipocrute, — mpobopmorana Jlec, korna 06a My>K4MHbI 3aMepiau U 00epHyIHCh K Hell. Ee
OJIYH T1acC, ¥ OIEXkKA ITOJIHOCTBIO BBICOXJIA.

— Bame BenmnuectBo, — Apaap orrecHui Jlec, 1 ObICTpBIM I1aroM NpuOIn3uics Kk Aypuany
Y TIOMOT €My IOJHATHCS, — KaK Bbl? MoskerT, nenuresns?

—Jla TyT ecTh O711H, — PBIPKHYI UMIIEPATOP, MaXHYB Ky/1a-TO B CTOPOHY, ¥ TOJILKO Teneps Jlec
3aMeTuiia cxasiuerocs B yry Kaiita. — Crnacu0o, Apaap. — AypuaH MATKO ylbIOHYJICS OMOLI-
HUKY.

— Jla-na, KOHEYHO, Halll BEPHBIN IEC, KaK BCErZa OTOB YCIIYKUTb, — XPUILJIO PacCMEsICs
AcTuMHaH, CIUIEBbIBas HA TOJ.

—3arkuuch! Ecnu Obl ThI BHOJIOBUHY ObLI TAKUM K€, TO y Hac ObLIIO Obl pa3 B 1€CATh MEHbILIE
npooIIeM.

— A MoxerT, ycsiHOBHIIb ero? OH ke Takoil uaeansHblit! Jla y Tebs Bce nydlie, yem ceMbs!
TBol1 Apnapuuk — COBEpIIEHCTBO, KyJa yx MHe. Hama ymHnuka Amunecra He yera Mpuranuu,
a yX 0 TBOMX IIIIIOXax s BooO1e He roBopro. Hamen noBox nzbaButbes or Matepu? MoxkeT, 3To
BOOOIIIE BCE Thl MHCLIEHUPOBAI?

—Yro Tl HEcemb?!

— A ut0? [IpoBepKy ycTpouiia TBOsI T€pLIOTMHbKA, U €€ HUKTO He npoBepui. OHa ke ci1oBa
Tebe nonepek He ckaxeT. KisiTBa He nmo3Boaut. [loueMy Thl He BbI3BaJ ipyroro mara?

— Ham He HyHBI cIIeTHH!

— Hy xone-e-euno! CruieTHu He HyHBI... Jla oHM U Tak noiayT! O1o Bee cnosa! S Bunen,
KaK Thl OTUPAJICS BOKPYT Hee Ha 6airy. MoxkeT, 310 oHa cebe MmecTo pacuuiaet. Hy dro, 3axorena
cTaTth HOBOI ummnepatpuueii? — M Actumuan pe3ko o0epHyscs K mokupoBaHHoi Jlec. Bnpouewm,
BCE OCTaJIbHbIE TOKE ObUIN HE B JIy4llEeM COCTOSIHUU.

— W3BuHHKCE, ceiuac ke, — MpoLeauI UMIIEPaTop.

— W ne nopgymaro! Tsl mpenan Hac, mpenan Hally CeMblo. .. Thl MHE OOJbllIe HE OTel, — PSIBK-
HYJI IIPUHI] U BBICKOYMJI 32 ABepb. IIpocTo nexasro kakoe-To.

— Munopa? — Aprapy Kak-To yAajgoCh CAEpXkKaTb 3MOLMH. Bce-Taku OH UAealbHbIN CEKpe-
Tapb.

— Huuero, Apaap, Hudero... S eme pa3 npuHoIly cBOM M3BUHEHUs Tebe U Tebe, Amuiie-
cTa... Actumual — oH... Ox! — mneparop B3MaxHy1 pyKod M, IOMOPIIMBLINCS, cel. — [locon
KapmonTtupa nokunyn asopen. TouHee, OH HE BEPHYJICS [TOCIIE OXOTHI CIOAA. Y3HATh, KAKHE UMEHHO
CBeICHHUs Iiepefana eMy MuHacTacus, Tenepb MPaKTUYeCKH HEBO3MOXKHO. 30pac Mocjajl CBOMX
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aronieH, Ho. .. — OH He JOTOBOPUIL, J1a BCE OBLJIO M TaK MOHITHO. — A ceifuac MHE NepeJany MUCbMO
oT KopoJsi DnbBaHThl. Posiect noobeman, 4o cbiH Mputanuu craHeT nepBbIM HACJIEAHUKOM DJlb-
BaHTBHI, & €CJIU POAUTCA J0Yb, TO OH MO3BOIUT MpuTanuu yepes msTh JIET BEPHYTHCS TOMOM, CIoAa,
a He oTIpaBUT ee B KapMOHTHp, HO B3aMEH. ..

—Yro?

— B3amen Actumuan nomxeH xeHuThes Ha Kinogenun. Ponecty yxe nmouru mectpaecat. O
HE Mar, a Ha 3eJIbsX MPOTSHET eIIle Mapy JACCATKOB JIET. Y HEro yKe TpeTwil Opak, a aeTei, KpoMe
Knonenun, ner. U yxe, nmoxoxe, He OyaeT. A y HUX, CaMH 3HaeTe, KEHIIMHBI HE MpaBiT. Jla u
BO3pacrT... [leBuiie B 3ToM roxy OyaeT TpuauaTh oauH. XUTep 3apasa...
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[IpounTaiite 3Ty KHUT'Y LEJIUKOM, KYIIUB IIOJIHYIO JerajabHy0 Bepcuto Ha JIutPec.

Bbe3omacHo omnarute KHUTY MO>KHO OaHKOBCKOM KapToit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cueta
MoOMIBHOTO TenedoHa, ¢ IIaTexHoro TepMunana, B caione MTC unu CsasHol, uepe3 PayPal,

WebMoney, Annexc.densru, QIWI Komenek, 60HyCHbIMM KapTaMH WU APYTrUM ynoOHbIM Bam
CIIO0CO0OM.
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