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YACTD I1IEPBA4

BaJIA

S exan ma meperaamubix m3 Tudumuca. Bea mokiaka moelr TeJleXKKHU CO-
CTOsLJIa U3 OJHOTO HEeOOJBIITOT0 YeMOJaHa, KOTOPBIN 0 MOJOBUHBI OBIJT HAOUT
nyTeBbIMHU 3anuckamu o I'pysum. Bojsbnias yacTh M3 HUX, K CUACTUIO IJdA
Bac, IIOTEPsSHA, a YeMOJAaH C OCTAJbHBIMM BellaMU, K CUACTUIO IJA MeHd,
ocTaJscs IeJ.

YK COJIHIIe HAUMHAJO IIPATAThCSA 3a CHETOBOM xpebeT, Korga s BbeXall
B Koitmaypckyio moamay. OceTWH-U3BO3UMK HEYTOMUMO IIOTOHSAJ JIOIIAa-
Iei, uToOBI ycmeTh OO0 Houm B3oOpaThcsa Ha Koiimaypckyio I'opy, m Bo Bcé
ropJsio pacneBan necHu. CiaBHoe mecTo 3Ta moamua!l Co BceX CTOPOH TOPHI
HEIIPUCTYIIHbIe, KPaCHOBaThle CKAaJbl, OOBEIIaHHbIE 3€JIEHLIM ILITIOINIOM U
yBeHUaHHbIe KyIIaMi YHHApP, JKeJTble OOPBLIBLI, MCUEPUEHHBLIE ITPOMOMHAMU,
a TaM BBICOKO-BBICOKO 30JI0Tasgi 0aXpoMa CHeroB, a BHu3y AparBa, OOHSB-
IINCh C JOPYyrod Oe3bIMEHHON PEUYKOI, INYMHO-BBIPBIBAIOIIEHCI M3 uep-
HOT'O, IIOJTHOTO MTJIOIO YIIeJbsA, TAHETCSA cepedpAHOM HUTHIO U CBEPKAeT, KaK
3Mesd CBOEIO Uellyelo.

IlogpexaB k mopoimnBe Koiimaypckoit I'opsl, MBI OCTaHOBUJIMNCHL BO3JIE
ayxamal. Tyr Toamwmioch IIIYMHO [OECATKA ABa IPY3UH U TOPIEB; II00JIU-
30CTH KapaBaH BepOJIIOJJOB OCTAHOBWJICA MJis Houjera. $1 mToKeH OBLI
HaHATHL OLIKOB, UTO0 BTAIIUTh MOIO TEJEKKY Ha 39Ty HPOKJATYIO I'Opy, IO-
TOMY YTO ObLJIa YK€ OCEeHb W TOJIOJIeAUIla, — a 9Ta ropa MMeeT OKOJIO IBYX
BepCT? IJIUHBI.

Heuero menath, g HAHSJ IIECTh OBIKOB M HECKOJbLKUX oceTwuH. OaumH us
HUX B3BaJIUJ cebe Ha IJIEUYM MOM UEMOJaH, APYTHe CTAJX IIOMOTaTh ObIKAM
IMOYTH OJHUM KPUKOM.

Yactp nedeﬂ bana




PART I

BELA

I was travelling post from Tiflis.

All the luggage I had in my cart consisted of one small portmanteau half
filled with travelling-notes on Georgia; of these the greater part has been
lost, fortunately for you; but the portmanteau itself and the rest of its con-
tents have remained intact, fortunately for me.

As I entered the Koishaur Valley the sun was disappearing behind the
snow-clad ridge of the mountains. In order to accomplish the ascent of Mount
Koishaur by nightfall, my driver, an Ossete, urged on the horses indefatiga-
bly, singing zealously the while at the top of his voice.

What a glorious place that valley is! On every hand are inaccessible moun-
tains, steep, yellow slopes scored by water-channels, and reddish rocks draped
with green ivy and crowned with clusters of plane-trees. Yonder, at an im-
mense height, is the golden fringe of the snow. Down below rolls the River
Aragva, which, after bursting noisily forth from the dark and misty depths of
the gorge, with an unnamed stream clasped in its embrace, stretches out like
a thread of silver, its waters glistening like a snake with flashing scales.

Arrived at the foot of Mount Koishaur, we stopped at a dukhan. About
a score of Georgians and mountaineers were gathered there in a noisy crowd,
and, close by, a caravan of camels had halted for the night. I was obliged to
hire oxen to drag my cart up that accursed mountain, as it was now autumn
and the roads were slippery with ice. Besides, the mountain is about two
versts in length.

There was no help for it, so I hired six oxen and a few Ossetes. One of the
latter shouldered my portmanteau, and the rest, shouting almost with one
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['epoii Halero BpeMeHn s :

3a Moelo TeJe)KKOI0 UeTBepKa OBIKOB Talliuja APYrylo, KaKk HU B 4YeM
He ObIBajia, HECMOTPA Ha TO, UTO OHA ObLIa MOBEPXY HaKJamgeHa. ITO 00-
CTOATEJBbCTBO MEHA YAWBUJIO. 3a HEIO IleJ] XO03AUH, MOKYpPUBasA U3 MaJeHb-
Kol KabapAuMHCKOI TPyOOuKm, oOmesaHHOI B cepebpo. Ha mem OnLI Oohm-
IePCKUl CepTyK 0e3 3moJieT W UepKeccKas MoxHaras mamnka. OH Kasajcs
JIeT TATUIAECATH; CMYTJIBIA IIBET JIMIIA €TI0 MOKa3bIBaj, YTO OHO JaBHO 3HA-
KOMO C 3aKaBKa3CKUM COJIHIIEM, U IIPeKJIeBPEeMEHHO IIOCeIeBINNe yChl He
COOT-BETCTBOBAJIM €T'0 TBEPAOU ITOXOAKe U OogpoMy BuUAy. §1 momolnes K HEMY
U TIOKJIOHMUJICS; OH MOJYa OTBeYaJ MHE Ha IOKJIOH ¥ IIYCTUJ OTPOMHBIN
KJy0 abIMa.

— MpbI ¢ BaMu TIOTTyTYNKU, KayKeTca?

OH, MoJyiya, ONATH IMOKJIOHUJICH.

— BurI BepHO egete B CTaBpoIoab?

— Tak-c TOYHO... ¢ Ka3eHHBIMHU BeIaMu.

— Crkaxxure, MOXKaJyHCTa, OTUETO BTO BAIIy TAMKEIYIO TEJEKKY YeThIpe
ObIKa TalmaTr IIyTs, a MO0 ITYCTYIO IIIeCTh CKOTOB €IBa IIOABUTAIOT C IIO-
MOIITUIO 9TUX OCETHH?

OH JIyKaBO YJABIOHYJICA M 3HAUYNTEJIbHO B3TJISHYJ HAa MEHA:

— BrI Bepuo HemaBaHO Ha KaBkasze?

— C rog, — orBeua 4.

OH yabIOHYJICA BTOPUYHO.

— A uro x?

ITa Tak-c! V:xkacHble Oectum dTu asuaTbl! Bbl mymaere, oHEH TOMO-
rair, 4To Kpuuar? A uyeprt ux pasbeper, uTo oHM KpuuaT! BBIKH-TO ux
IMMOHMMAIOT; 3aIpPATUTEe XOTh ABAaAIlaTh, TaAK KOJU OHU KPUKHYT IO-CBOEMY,
OBIKM BCE€ HU C MecTa.. YJKacHble IIyThl! A UTO ¢ HUX BO3bMellb?.. Jlio-
0AT meHBIW [IpaTh C IIPOE3KAWIMUX... K3bamoBaam MOIIEHHUKOB! yBU-
IUTe, OHMW eIle C Bac BO3BMYT Ha BOAKY. YK f UX 3HaAI0, MeHA He IIPO-
BeayT!

— A BBI IaBHO 37€Ch CIYKUTE?

— a, s yx 3mech cayxxuia npu Aisexcee IlerposBuue®, oTBeuan oH mpu-
ocaHuBIuch. — Korga o mpuexas Ha JIuHUIO, A ObLI HOAIIOPYYUKOM, —
npubaBUJI OH, — ¥ IPU HEM IIOJYYHUJ [Ba YMHA 3a JAeja IPOTUB I'OPIIEB.

— A Temnepb BBI?..

— Tenephb cUMTAIOT B TPEThEM JHUHEHHOM OaTaibOHE. A BbI, CMEIO CIIPO-
CUTBH?..
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A Hero of Our Time

voice, proceeded to help the oxen.

Following mine there came another cart, which I was surprised to see four
oxen pulling with the greatest ease, notwithstanding that it was loaded to the
top. Behind it walked the owner, smoking a little, silver-mounted Kabard-
ian pipe. He was wearing a shaggy Circassian cap and an officer's overcoat
without epaulettes, and he seemed to be about fifty years of age. The swar-
thiness of his complexion showed that his face had long been acquainted with
Transcaucasian suns, and the premature greyness of his moustache was out
of keeping with his firm gait and robust appearance. I went up to him and
saluted. He silently returned my greeting and emitted an immense cloud of
smoke.

«We are fellow-travellers, it appears.»

Again he bowed silently.

«I suppose you are going to Stavropol?»

«Yes, sir, exactly—with Government things.»

«Can you tell me how it is that that heavily-laden cart of yours is being
drawn without any difficulty by four oxen, whilst six cattle are scarcely able
to move mine, empty though it is, and with all those Ossetes helping?»

He smiled slyly and threw me a meaning glance.

«You have not been in the Caucasus long, I should say?»

«About a year,» I answered.

He smiled a second time.

«Well?»

«Just so, sir,» he answered. «They're terrible beasts, these Asiatics! You
think that all that shouting means that they are helping the oxen? Why,
the devil alone can make out what it is they do shout. The oxen understand,
though; and if you were to yoke as many as twenty they still wouldn't budge
so long as the Ossetes shouted in that way of theirs.... Awful scoundrels! But
what can you make of them? They love extorting money from people who
happen to be travelling through here. The rogues have been spoiled! You wait
and see: they will get a tip out of you as well as their hire. I know them of
old, they can't get round me!»

«You have been serving here a long time?»

«Yes, I was here under Aleksei Petrovich,» he answered, assuming an air
of dignity. «I was a sub-lieutenant when he came to the Line; and I was pro-
moted twice, during his command, on account of actions against the moun-
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['epoii Halero BpeMeHn

1 ckaszan emy.

PasroBop sTuM KOHUMJICS, M MbI IIPOJOJIKAJIKM MOJYA HATHA APYT IIOAJE
npyra. Ha BepmmmHe ropsl Hamiiu Mbl cHer. CoJIHIIE 3aKaTHJIOCh, M HOYb
mocJjiefoBajia 3a OHEM O0e3 IIPOMEXKYTKa, KaK 9TO OOBIKHOBEHHO ObIBaeT
Ha 1ore; HO, OJlaroJaps OTJIMBY CHEroB, MbI JIETKO MOTJIM Pas3jnyaTh JOPOrYy,
KOTOopas BCE eIlle IJa B I'Opy, XOTd yyKe He TaK KpPyTo. 1 Bejes MOJOXKUTH
yeMOJaH CBOH B TEJIEKKY, 3aMEHUTL OLIKOB JIOIIaAbMM, M B IOCJEIHUI pas
OTJIAHYJICA BHU3 Ha JOJUHY, — HO I'yCTOIl TyMaH, HaXJLIHYBIINA BOJHAMU
U3 yIleJaunii, MOKPhIBAJ €e COBEPINeHHO, M HU eIWHLIA 3BYK HE I0JIeTaJl
y:Ke oTTyza mo Hamiero cayxa. OceTwmHBI IIYMHO OOCTYIMJIN MEHS M Tpe-
0oBayim Ha BOAKY; HO IHITabC-KaoHTaH TaK TI'PO3HO HA HUX NPUKPUKHY.JI,
YTO OHM BMUI Pas30eKajlCh.

— Benp srakoii Hapoxa! — cKasag OH: — M xXJeba IIO-PYCCKM Has3BaTh He
yMeeT, a BRIYUMJI: «0(UIlep, Aail Ha BOAKY!». YK TaTapbl II0 MHE JIyUIlle: Te
XOTh HEIIbIOIINeE...

Ilo craHIIMU OCTaBaJIOCh eIlle ¢ BepcTy. Kpyrom ObLIO TMXO0, TaK TUXO, YTO
II0 JKYK)KAaHHIO KoMapa MOXKHO OBIJIO cJeAuTh 3a ero mojetroMm. Haseso
yepHeJI0o TJIyOOKOoe yIlejdbe, 3a HUM M BIIepedu HAC TEeMHO-CUHINE BepIIU-
HBI TOpP, M3PBLITBIe MOPIIMHAMM, IIOKPBIThIE CJOSIMH CHEra, pPHCOBAJIHICH
Ha OJegHOM HEOOCKJIOHE, eIlle COXPaHABIIIEeM IOCJeTHUI oTOJiecK 3apu. Ha
TeMHOM He0e HauUMHAaJIM MeJbKaTh 3Be3Obl, M CTPAHHO, MHE II0Ka3aJjoCh,
YTO OHM T'Opasfo BbIIIe, ueM y Hac Ha ceBepe. Ilo obemM cTOpoHaM JOPOTH
TOpYaJI TI'OJIbI€, YEePHbIE KaMHMN, ROfI-I‘,Z[G n3-1104 CHera BBIIVIAABbIBAJIN KYC-
TapHUKMN, HO HHU OIOUH CYXOH JIHCTOK He IIeBeJINJICA, M BeceJO ObLIO
CHBLIIIIATL CPeNH STOT'0 MEPTBOTO CHA NPUPOALI (PBIPKAHLE YCTAJIOM IIOUY-
TOBOU TPONKU! 1 HEPOBHOE MOOPAKMBAHLE PYCCKOI'0 KOJOKOJIbUMKA.

3aBTpa Oygmer cuaaBHasg moroza!l — ckasaua a. Illrabc-kammuraH He OT-
BeuaJ HU CJIOBAa M yKasajJl MHe IIaJblleM Ha BBICOKYIO TOpYy, IOSHNMAB-
IIyIOCs IIPAMO IIPOTHB Hac.

— Yro & 5T0? — cIpocuJa 4.

— TI'ya-ropa.

— Hy rak urto x?

— IlocmoTpuTe, KaK KypuTCA.

N B camom pgene, I'ya-ropa KypuJjack; o OOKaM ee IIOJ3aJu JIeTKHe
CTPYHKU 00JIAKOB, a Ha BepPIINHE JieXKajla uepHas Tydya, TaKas depHas, 4YTO
Ha TeMHOM He0e OHa KasaJach IISITHOM.
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A Hero of Our Time

taineers.»

«And now—7?»

«Now I'm in the third battalion of the Line. And you yourself?»

I told him.

With this the conversation ended, and we continued to walk in silence, side
by side. On the summit of the mountain we found snow. The sun set, and—
as usually is the case in the south—night followed upon the day without any
interval of twilight. Thanks, however, to the sheen of the snow, we were able
easily to distinguish the road, which still went up the mountain-side, though
not so steeply as before. I ordered the Ossetes to put my portmanteau into
the cart, and to replace the oxen by horses. Then for the last time I gazed
down upon the valley; but the thick mist which had gushed in billows from
the gorges veiled it completely, and not a single sound now floated up to our
ears from below. The Ossetes surrounded me clamorously and demanded tips;
but the staff-captain shouted so menacingly at them that they dispersed in a
moment.

«What a people they are!» he said. «They don't even know the Russian
for 'bread,” but they have mastered the phrase ‘Officer, give us a tip!" In my
opinion, the very Tartars are better, they are no drunkards, anyhow.»...

We were now within a verst or so of the Station. Around us all was still, so
still, indeed, that it was possible to follow the flight of a gnat by the buzzing
of its wings. On our left loomed the gorge, deep and black. Behind it and in
front of us rose the dark-blue summits of the mountains, all trenched with
furrows and covered with layers of snow, and standing out against the pale
horizon, which still retained the last reflections of the evening glow. The
stars twinkled out in the dark sky, and in some strange way it seemed to me
that they were much higher than in our own north country. On both sides
of the road bare, black rocks jutted out; here and there shrubs peeped forth
from under the snow; but not a single withered leaf stirred, and amid that
dead sleep of nature it was cheering to hear the snorting of the three tired
post-horses and the irregular tinkling of the Russian bell.

«We will have glorious weather to-morrow,» I said.

The staff-captain answered not a word, but pointed with his finger to a
lofty mountain which rose directly opposite us.

«What is it?» I asked.

«Mount Gut.»
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['epoii Halero BpeMeHn

VK MBI pasanuaJy MOYTOBYIO CTAHIIMIO, KPOBJH OKPYIKAWOINX ee CakK-
Jeii, 1 mepeJ HaMU MeJbKaJu HPUBETHLIE OTOHBKM, KOTJa IIaxXHYJ ChIPOM,
XOJIOOHBIN BeTep, yIlejbe 3aryaeljio MW IIOoIIeJ MeJKHM AoKIb. EaBa ycmes
d HAKUHYTL OYPKY, KaK moBaJamua cHer. fI ¢ 06JaroroBeHueM IIOCMOTPEJI
Ha miTabc-KamuTaHa...

Ham mpupmerca smech HOueBaTh, — CKasaJl OH C J0OCalol0: — B Ta-
KYI0O MeTeJb 4epe3 T'opbl He Iepeenerib. Uto? Owblaim Jb 00Baybl Ha Kpec-
TOBOM? — CIPOCHJI OH M3BO3UMNKA.

He 6bl10, rocrmogmH, — OTBEUYaJl OCETHUH-M3BO3UMK: — a BHCUT MHO-
ro, MHOTO.

3a HeMMeHHEM KOMHATBI [Jd MIPOe3KaloINuX Ha CTAHIMK, HAM OTBEJIU
HOWJIer B OBIMHOH cakJe. §I Ipuriiacuj CBOEro CIyTHUKA BBLIIUTL BMECTE
CcTakaH 4as, 100 CO MHOM OB UYI'YHHBIA YaHUK — eIUHCTBEHHAS OTpaja
MOsA B IyTelllecTBuAX no Kasxaasy.

Cakiyg Onlia mpuiellyieHa OJHUM OOKOM K CKaJie; TPU CKOJIb3KHE MOK-
pele cTyneHH Bequ K ee aBepu. Omiymbpio BoIllesl d ¥ HATKHYJCS Ha
KOpPOBY (XJIeB y 9THX JIIOJell 3aMeHseT JaKeMcKyro). §1 He 3HaI Kyzaa me-
BaThCsA: TYT OJIEIOT OBIILI, TaM BOPUUT cobaka. K cuactuio, B CTOpOHE
OJIeCHYJIT TYCKJBLIA CBET W IIOMOT MHE HaWTH JApyroe OTBepCcTHEe HAallo-
mooue naBepu. TyT OTKpbBLIAch KapTHUHA TOBOJIBHO 3aHMMAaTeJbHAdA: IIIHPO-
Kad cakJisgd, KOTOPOII KpbBIIIa OIIMpajiach Ha [OBa 3aKOIUYeHHBIE CTO0JI0Aa,
Oba moJHa Hapoga. IlocepemuHe Tpemiags OrOHEK, PAa3JIOMKEeHHBIA
Ha 3eMJjie, W ObIM, BBITAJKHBaeMbId OOpPATHO BETPOM W3 OTBEPCTUSA B KPHI-
IIIe, PacCTUJIAJCSA BOKPYI TaKOHM TyCTON IeJIeHOI0, UTO S JOJIIO He MOT
OCMOTPEThCH; Y OTHA CUIENIU IBE CTapyX!, MHOXKECTBO JeTed WM OAUH XYIO-
IIaBbIili TPY3WH, BCe B JOXMOThAX. Heuero OblI0 mesaThb, Mbl IPUIOTHUJINCH
Y OTHSfA, 3aKYPUJIN TPYOKM, M CKOPO YaMHUK 3aIllNIe]I IIPUBETJINBO.

Kankue gogu! — ckasaa a mrabc-KamuTaHy, yKasbIBasg Ha HAIINX
TPASHBIX XO035€B, KOTOPhIe MOJUYAa Ha HAC CMOTPEJM B KAKOM-TO OCTOJI-
OeHeHUU.

— IlIpernynbiii Hapon! — orBeuan oH. — IloBepuTe Jiv, HUYETO He
YMEIOT, He CIOCOOHBI HM K KaKoMy oOpasoBammio! YK IO KpalHeill Mepe
HaIu KabapAWHIIBI MJIM YeUEeHIIbI, XOTsS Pas3sO00MHWKM, TOJBIIIN, 3aTO OT-
yagHHBIe OallIKM, a y 9TUX U K OPYKUI0 HUKAKON OXOTHI HET: IOPAI0Y-
HOT'O KWH-2KaJia HU Ha OJHOM He YBUAUINb. YK moaauHHO OceTuHbI!

— A BBI foaro 6b11u B Yeune?

Yactp HedeSI bana




A Hero of Our Time

are absolutely ignorant and incapable of the slightest civilisation! Why even
our Kabardians or Chechenes, robbers and ragamuffins though they be, are
regular dare-devils for all that. Whereas these others have no liking for arms,
and you'll never see a decent dagger on one of them! Ossetes all over!»

«You have been a long time in the Chechenes’ country?»

«Yes, I was quartered there for about ten years along with my company in
a fortress, near Kamennyi Brod. Do you know the place?»

«I have heard the name.»

«I can tell you, my boy, we had quite enough of those dare-devil Chech-
enes. At the present time, thank goodness, things are quieter; but in the old
days you had only to put a hundred paces between you and the rampart and
wherever you went you would be sure to find a shaggy devil lurking in wait
for you. You had just to let your thoughts wander and at any moment a lasso
would be round your neck or a bullet in the back of your head! Brave fellows,
thoughl!»...

«You used to have many an adventure, I dare say?» I said, spurred by cu-
riosity.

«Of course! Many a one.»...

Hereupon he began to tug at his left moustache, let his head sink on to
his breast, and became lost in thought. I had a very great mind to extract
some little anecdote out of him—a desire natural to all who travel and make
notes.

Meanwhile, tea was ready. I took two travelling-tumblers out of my port-
manteau, and, filling one of them, set it before the staff-captain. He sipped
his tea and said, as if speaking to himself, «Yes, many a one!» This exclama-
tion gave me great hopes. Your old Caucasian officer loves, I know, to talk
and yarn a bit; he so rarely succeeds in getting a chance to do so. It may be
his fate to be quartered five years or so with his company in some out-of-the-
way place, and during the whole of that time he will not hear «good morning»
from a soul (because the sergeant says «good health»). And, indeed, he would
have good cause to wax loquacious—with a wild and interesting people all
around him, danger to be faced every day, and many a marvellous incident
happening. It is in circumstances like this that we involuntarily complain
that so few of our countrymen take notes.

«Would you care to put some rum in your tea?» I said to my companion. «I
have some white rum with me—from Tiflis; and the weather is cold now.»
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— Jla, A JeT gecATh CTOAJ TaM B KpemocTu c poroio, y KamenHoro
Bpoma, — 3Haere?

— Casrxau.

— Bor, OaToomKka, HagoeJau HaAM 3TH T'0JOBOpPe3bl; HBIHUE, cjaBa Oory,
cMupHee, a ObIBaJIO, Ha CTO IIIaroB OTOHAEINb 3a BaJ, y:Ke I'ae-HuOyAb Koc-

MAaTbIll ObABOJ CUAUT W KapayJuT: YyTh 3a3€BaJICA, TOTO U TIJIAAU — JILOO
apKaH Ha Iee, JU0O IyJisd B 3aThLIKEe. A MOJIOAIIBI!..
— A, uaii, MHOTO Cc BaMHu ObBLJIO IPUKJIOUEHUiI? — CcKasajl s, IOACTpe-

KaeMbIil JIIOOOIIBITCTBOM.

— Kax nHe OnIBaTh! OBIBAJIO...

TyT oH HauaJ HIIUIIATEL JIEBBIII yC, IIOBECHJ T'OJIOBY U IIpu3amymaJcs. Mue
CTPax XOTEeJOCh BBITAHYTH M3 HEro KaKyH-HuUOyIb HCTOPUHKY — JKeJaHue,
CBOMICTBEHHOE BCEM IIyTEIIeCTBYIOINIMM U 3alHCHIBAIOIIUM JIIOAAM. Mexay
TeM Yal IIOCIeJI, s BBITAIIMJ W3 YeMOojJaHa [OBa IIOXOAHbIE CTaKaHUYMKA,
HaJIMJI ¥ TOCTaBUJI OonmH mepens HuM. OH oTXJeOHYJ M cKasaJd Kak OyAaTo
IIpo cebsi: «aa, ObIBaJIO!». TO BOCKJMIIAHNE IIOLAJIO MHE OOJIbIINe HameKIbl.
$1 3malo, craprle KaBKasIbl JIIOOAT IIOTOBOPUTH, MOpPAcCKasaTh; UM TaK pej-
KO 9TO yAaeTcs: OPYro#l JieT HATh CTOUT TAe-HUOyAb B 3aXO0JIyCThe C POTOH,
U IIeJIble IIATh JIeT eMy HHUKTO He CKasKeT 3JpaBCTBYUTe (IIOTOMY UTO (hesbi-
(pebesrb roBOpUT 3ApaBUS Kejaar). A moboaTaTh OBLIO OBI O UeM: KPYyroM
HapoJ IUKUH, JIOOOUBITHBIN, KaXKIbIN JeHb OIIACHOCTD, CJYYau OBIBAIOT UY.I-
HbIe, U TYT IIOHEBOJIE II0KaJIeelllb O TOM, UYTO Y HAC TaK MaJIO 3allMChIBAIOT.

— He xoTurte gu mombaBuTh poMy? — CKasajJ s MOEMY COOeCeTHUKY: —
y MeHs ecThb Oesblii 13 Tuduca; Temepb X0JOTHO.

— Her-c, 61arogapcTByiiTe, He IbIO.

— Yro Tak?

— Ha Tak. I mam cebe saxkaATbe. Korma s ObLI eIlle HOAIIOPYYUKOM,
pas, 3HaeTe, MBI IOATYJISJIN MeEKAY CO00I0, a HOUBIO CJeJjiajlach TPEBOTa;
BOT MBI M BBINLIN Hepen (PYHT HaBeceje, Ja VoK M OOCTAJOCh HaM, Kak
Anexceir IlerpoBuu y3HaJI: He Aaii TOCIOAM, KaK OH paccepamica! YyTh-4yTh
He ortgaya mox cyn. OHO M TOUYHO, APYroil pas IeJILIA T'oj JKUBeIlb, HUKOTO
He BUJIHUIND, Ja KaK TYT ellle BOAKAa — IIPOIALIINIA UeJOBEK.

YcapIlias 9TO, d IMOUTH IIOTEPST HALEKIY.

— Jla BOT XOTh UepPKeChbl, — IIPOLOJIXKAJ OH: — KaK HAIbIOTCA Oy3bI® Ha
cBagbpOe mMJaM Ha MOXOPOHAaX, TaK M IoIinia pyoxa. I pas Hacuiay HOru yHec,
a ele y MUPHOBA KHA3S OBLI B I'OCTSX.

Yactp nepsag. bana
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A Hero of Our Time

«Well, what then?»

«Don't you see how it is smoking?»

True enough, smoke was rising from Mount Gut. Over its sides gentle
cloud-currents were creeping, and on the summit rested one cloud of such
dense blackness that it appeared like a blot upon the dark sky.

By this time we were able to make out the Post Station and the roofs of
the huts surrounding it; the welcoming lights were twinkling before us, when
suddenly a damp and chilly wind arose, the gorge rumbled, and a drizzling
rain fell. I had scarcely time to throw my felt cloak round me when down
came the snow. I looked at the staff-captain with profound respect.

«We shall have to pass the night here,» he said, vexation in his tone.
«There's no crossing the mountains in such a blizzard.—I say, have there
been any avalanches on Mount Krestov?» he inquired of the driver.

«No, sir,» the Ossete answered; «but there are a great many threatening
to fall—a great many.»

Owing to the lack of a travellers' room in the Station, we were assigned a
night's lodging in a smoky hut. I invited my fellow-traveller to drink a tum-
bler of tea with me, as I had brought my cast-iron teapot—my only solace
during my travels in the Caucasus.

One side of the hut was stuck against the cliff, and three wet and slippery
steps led up to the door. I groped my way in and stumbled up against a cow
(with these people the cow-house supplies the place of a servant's room). I did
not know which way to turn—sheep were bleating on the one hand and a dog
growling on the other. Fortunately, however, I perceived on one side a faint
glimmer of light, and by its aid I was able to find another opening by way of
a door. And here a by no means uninteresting picture was revealed. The wide
hut, the roof of which rested on two smoke-grimed pillars, was full of people.
In the centre of the floor a small fire was crackling, and the smoke, driven
back by the wind from an opening in the roof, was spreading around in so
thick a shroud that for a long time I was unable to see about me. Seated by
the fire were two old women, a number of children and a lank Georgian—all
of them in tatters. There was no help for it! We took refuge by the fire and
lighted our pipes; and soon the teapot was singing invitingly.

«Wretched people, these!» I said to the staff-captain, indicating our dirty
hosts, who were silently gazing at us in a kind of torpor.

«And an utterly stupid people too!» he replied. « Would you believe it, they
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['epoii Halero BpeMeHn

— Kax xe sTo cayuniocs?

Bor (oH Habua TpyOKy, 3aTdHyJCS M HauaJ PacCKas3blBaTh), — BOT
M3BOJINTE BUJETh, S TOTAA CTOSJ B KPEHmocTU 3a TepeKoM C POTONl — JTOMY
CKOPO IIATH JieT. Pa3, oceHbio, IIPHUIIEJ TPAHCIIOPT C IIPOBHMAHTOM; B TpPaHC-
mopre OBLI oO(uIEp, MOJOAOI UYejoBeK JeT aBaianatu natu. OH aBUICA
KO MHEe B MOJIHON (hopMe m OOBSIBMJ, UTO €My BeJEeHO OCTaThCSA y MeHSA
B Kpenoctu. OH OBLI TaKOWl TOHEHbKWII, OeJIeHbKHI, HAa HeM MYHIUP ObLI
TAaKOW HOBEHbKMII, UTO f TOTUacC jgorajajcs, uTo oH Ha Kaskase y mHac
HemaBHO. «Bbl BepHO, — cIIpocuJi, g ero, — IiepeBeleHbl cioga u3 Poc-
cun?» — «TouHO Tak, roCIOAMH MITA0C-KAIUTaH», — OTBedaJy OH. SI B3dx
ero 3a pyky u ckasaj: «OueHb pajz, oueHb paa. Bam OygeT HEMHOXKKO CKYU-
HO, HY, Ja Mbl C BaMmu OyIeM KUTh IO-IpUATeJbCKu. lla, moskaiyiicra,
30BUTe MeHsA mpocto Makcum MakcumbIu, M IOXKajJylicTa — K 4YeMy 9Ta
mosiHasg ¢opma? mpuxoauTe KO MHe Bcerma B (Qypakke». EmMy oTBesu
KBapTUPY, U OH IIOCEJUNJICSI B KPEIOCTH.

— A xak ero 3Baau? — cnpocua g Makcuma MakcumbIda.

— Ero 3Bamnu... I'puroprem AunekcauapoBuueM IleuopunbiMm. CiiaBHBIN
OBLJI MaJIbIil, CMEI0 BaC YBEPUTh; TOJbKO HEMHOXKKO CTpaHeH. Beab, Hampu-
Mep, B JOXKJIUK, B XOJIOJ, IIeJbIil JeHb Ha 0X0Te; BCe M33A0HYT, YCTAHYT, —
a emMy Huuero. A apyroii pas cugut y cebd B KOMHAaTe, BeTep MIaxXHET,
yBepseT, UTO HPOCTYAWJICS; CTaBHEM CTYKHET, OH B3JPOTrHET 1 Io0JeaHe-
eT; a IpWM MHe XOAWJ Ha KabaHa OAWH Ha OAWH; OBIBAJO, II0 IIeJBIM dYa-
caM cJ0OBa He JOOLeNIbCcdA, 3aTO YK MHOTAA KaK HayHeT pacCKasbiBaThb, TaK
JKMBOTUKU HAAOPBEINIbL CO cMeXa... Jla-c, ¢ GoapmimMu OBbII CTPAHHOCTAMU,
M JOJIXKHO OBITH OOraThIii UeJIOBEK: CKOJBKO y Hero ObBIJIO PasHBIX JOPO-
THUX BeIuIrl..

— A 10Jr0 OH C BaMU JKUJI? — CIIPOCHUJ A OIATH.

Ha c¢ rog. Hy ma y»x 3aTo mamMsATeH MHE 3TOT IOJj; HajejgaJll OH MHe
XJIOIIOT, He TeM Oyabr momManyT! Beas ecTh, IpaBo, sTakue JIIOAM, ¥ KOTOPBIX
Ha POJy HAIMCAaHO, UTO C HUMM AOJIKHBI CJIYYaAThCsS PasHble HeOOLIKHOBEH-
HbI€ BeIIN.

— HeoObIKHOBEHHBIE? — BOCKJIHKHYJ S C BHUJIOM JIIOOONBITCTBA, IIOIJIM-
Bas eMy udas.

— A BOT g BaM pacckaKy. BepcT IIecTb OT KPeImoCTH KWJ OAUH MUP-
HOM KHA3b. CBIHUIIIKO €ro, MajJbUMWK JIeT IIATHAAIaTH, MOBAAWJICA K HaM
e311UTh. BecaAKkuii JeHb, OLIBAJIO, TO 3a TE€M, TO 3a APYTHM; M YK TOUYHO, W3-
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A Hero of Our Time

«No, thank you, sir; I don't drink.»

«Really?»

«Just so. I have sworn off drinking. Once, you know, when I was a sub-
lieutenant, some of us had a drop too much. That very night there was an
alarm, and out we went to the front, half seas over! We did catch it, I can
tell you, when Aleksei Petrovich came to hear about us! Heaven save us, what
a rage he was in! He was within an ace of having us court-martialled. That's
just how things happen! You might easily spend a whole year without seeing
a soul; but just go and have a drop and you're a lost man!»

On hearing this I almost lost hope.

«Take the Circassians, now,» he continued; «once let them drink their fill
of buza at a wedding or a funeral, and out will come their knives. On one
occasion I had some difficulty in getting away with a whole skin, and yet it
was at the house of a 'friendly’ prince, where I was a guest, that the affair
happened.»

«How was that?» I asked.

«Here, I'll tell you.»...

He filled his pipe, drew in the smoke, and began his story.

«YOU see, sir,» said the staff-captain, «I was quartered, at the time, with
a company in a fortress beyond the Terek—getting on for five years ago now.
One autumn day, a transport arrived with provisions, in charge of an officer,
a young man of about twenty-five. He reported himself to me in full uniform,
and announced that he had been ordered to remain in the fortress with me.
He was so very elegant, his complexion so nice and white, his uniform so
brand new, that I immediately guessed that he had not been long with our
army in the Caucasus.

«'I suppose you have been transferred from Russia?’ I asked.

«'Exactly, captain,” he answered.

«I took him by the hand and said:

«'I'm delighted to see you—delighted! It will be a bit dull for you... but
there, we will live together like a couple of friends. But, please, call me sim-
ply «Maksim Maksimych»; and, tell me, what is this full uniform for? Just
wear your forage-cap whenever you come to me!’

«Quarters were assigned to him and he settled down in the fortress.»

«What was his name?» I asked Maksim Maksimych.

«His name was Grigori Aleksandrovich Pechorin. He was a splendid fellow,
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['epoii Halero BpeMeHn

O0asoBasiu MbI ero ¢ I'puropeem AJiekcanapoBuueM. A y:K KaKoil ObIJ I'0JIO-
BOpEe3, IPOBOPHLIN HA YTO XOUEIlb: IMANKY JU IOAHATH HA BCEM CKAaKy, U3
PYKBSA JU CcTPeaAaTh. OgHO ObBIJIO B HEM HEXOPOIIO: Y:KAacHO HamgoK OBLI Ha
meHpru. Pas, nasa cmexa, I'puropuii AneKkcangpoBud o0emiaica eMy JaTh uep-
BOHEI[, KOJIX OH €My YKpaJeT JIyUIllero Ko3jJa M3 OTIOBCKOTO CTaja; M YTO
JK BBI AyMaeTe? Ha APYTYIO JKe HOUb IIPUTAIINI €ro 3a pora. A, ObIBAO, MBI
ero B3AyMaeM APas3HHTh, TaK IJia3a KPOBBLIO 1M HAJBIOTCA, M ceiiyac 3a KHUH-
JKay. «9Jit, Azamar, He CHOCUTH Tebe T'0JIOBbl, — TOBOPHJ S eMy: — sSMaH
OyzeT TBOs Garmkal»S.

Pas mpwmes:kaer cam crapblii KHS3b 3BaTh HAc Ha CBaAb0y: OH OTAaBaJ
CTApIIYIO JOYb 3aMy»K, a Mbl OBLIM C HUM KYHAKH': TaK HEJb3s Ke, 3HAa-
eTe, OTKasaThCs, XOTh OH M TarapuH. OTmpaBuanch. B ayjie MHOYKeCTBO
co0aK BCTPETHMJIO HAC T'POMKUM JaeM. JKeHIIWHBI, YBUASA HAC, IPATAJHCH;
T€, KOTOPBhIX Mbl MOIVIM PACCMOTPETH B JMIIO, OBLIM JAaJIeKO He KpacaBHUIIbI.
«¥1 numen ropasmo Jiyulliee MHEHME O UepKeIllleHKaX», — CKasaJ MHe ['puro-
puii Anexcaggposuu. «Ilorogure!» — oTBeuan d, ycMexasch. ¥ MeHs ObLIO
CBOe Ha yMe.

Y KHA3d B cakJe coOpaJjioch y:Ke MHOXKeCTBO Hapoja. ¥ a3maToB, 3Hae-
Te, 00bIUall BCeX BCTPEUYHBIX M IIONEPEeUYHBLIX IpUIJallaTh Ha cBaabOy. Hac
MIPUHAJNA CO BCEMH IIOUECTAMHN M IIOBEJM B KYHAIIKYIO. I ogHaKO K He IIO-
3a0BIJI IIOAMETUTh, T'Jle IOCTABMJIM HAINMNX JIOIIAJeil, — 3HaeTe, IJd Hempen-
BHUIEHHOTO CIyYas.

— Kax e y HUX mpasgHYIOT cBaAb0y? — cIpocuJ A miTabc-KamuTaHa.

— Jla oO0bikHOBeHHO. CHauajia MyJjIa IpouMTaeT MM 4uTO-TO u3 KopaHa,
IIOTOM JapsaT MOJOABIX M BCEX MX POJACTBEHHUKOB; €OdAT, HBIOT Oy3y; IIO-
TOM HAUMHAETCHA IKUTMTOBKA, M BCErJa OAUH KaKOIi-HMOYIh OOOPBBIII, 3a-
caJleHHbIl, Ha CKBEPHOM, XPOMOMI JIOHMIaJeHKe, JOMAaeTcd, IascHUYaeT,
CMEIIIUT YeCTHYIO KOMIIaHMIO; IIOTOM, KOTJa CMEPKHETCA, B KYHAI[KON HaUYu-
HaeTcs, II0 HAIIeMy cKasaTb, 0aj. BeaHbINl cTapuuuinKa OpPeHUUT HA TPeX-
CTPYHHOH... 3a0BLJI, KaK HOO-UXHEMY.. HY, Ja BpOJAe HAaIleill Oajagaiiku.
IIeBKU 1 MoOJIOAbIe PedATa CTAHOBATCS B JBe IIIePEHTH, OJHA IIPOTUB APYIOi,
XJIOTIAIOT B JIQAOINM U IIOIOT. BOT BBIXOAUT OJHA OeBKa U OAWH MYKUMHA
Ha cepefVHY M HAUYMHAIOT T'OBOPUTH IPYI APYrY CTHUXH HapacleB, YTO IIO-
ajo, a OCTaJbHBLIE IIOAXBaThIBAlOT XopoM. Mbl ¢ IleduopuHBIM cugegau Ha
IIOYETHOM MeCTe, ¥ BOT K HEeMY IIOJOIILJIa MEHBLIIAs JO0Yb XO3AMWHA, HEBYIIIKA
JIeT IIeCTHAAIaATh, W IpoIeja eMy... Kak Obl CKasaTh?.. BpoJe KOMILJIMMEHTA.
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A Hero of Our Time

I can assure you, but a little peculiar. Why, to give you an instance, one time
he would stay out hunting the whole day, in the rain and cold; the others
would all be frozen through and tired out, but he wouldn't mind either cold
or fatigue. Then, another time, he would be sitting in his own room, and,
if there was a breath of wind, he would declare that he had caught cold; if
the shutters rattled against the window he would start and turn pale: yet I
myself have seen him attack a boar single-handed. Often enough you couldn’t
drag a word out of him for hours together; but then, on the other hand,
sometimes, when he started telling stories, you would split your sides with
laughing. Yes, sir, a very eccentric man; and he must have been wealthy too.
What a lot of expensive trinkets he had!»...

«Did he stay there long with you?» I went on to ask.

«Yes, about a year. And, for that very reason, it was a memorable year to
me. He gave me a great deal of trouble—but there, let bygones be bygones!...
You see, it is true enough, there are people like that, fated from birth to have
all sorts of strange things happening to them!»

«Strange?» I exclaimed, with an air of curiosity, as I poured out some
tea.

«WELL, then, I'll tell you,» said Maksim Maksimych. «About six versts
from the fortress there lived a certain 'friendly’ prince. His son, a brat of
about fifteen, was accustomed to ride over to visit us. Not a day passed but
he would come, now for one thing, now for another. And, indeed, Grigori
Aleksandrovich and I spoiled him. What a dare-devil the boy was! Up to
anything, picking up a cap at full gallop, or bringing things down with his
gun! He had one bad quality; he was terribly greedy for money. Once, for the
fun of the thing, Grigori Aleksandrovich promised to give him a ducat if he
would steal the best he-goat from his father's herd for him; and, what do you
think? The very next night he came lugging it in by the horns! At times we
used to take it into our heads to tease him, and then his eyes would become
bloodshot and his hand would fly to his dagger immediately.

«"You'll be losing your life if you are not careful, Azamat,” I would say to
him. 'That hot head of yours will get you into trouble.’

«On one occasion, the old prince himself came to invite us to the wedding
of his eldest daughter; and, as we were guest-friends with him, it was im-
possible to decline, Tartar though he was. We set off. In the village we were
met by a number of dogs, all barking loudly. The women, when they saw us
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