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BUCEROS.

HORNBILL.

Generic Character.

ZBostrum magnum, extror-
sum serratum, mandibula

superiore (plerisque) ap- |,

pendice aucta.
Nares parve, rotundate,
‘pone rostri basin.
Palpebre ciliisvalidis cincte.
Linguabrevissima, subtrian-
gularis, plana.
Crura valida, brevia : pedes
gressorii.

| Bl very large, serrated in
an outward direction, and
furnished (inmostspecies)
with a large appendix on
the upper mandible.

Nostrils small, round, be-
hind the base of the bill.

Evyelids strongly ciliated.

Tongue very short, subtri-
angular, flat.

Legs short and strong: feet

4
!
|

gressorial.

THE birds of this remarkable genus may be
considered as holding the same rank in the old
continent with the Toucans in the new. Like the
Toucans they are distinguished by the enormous
size of their beaks, which, in most species, are ren- -
dered still more extraordinary by the addition of a

V. VIIL P. I.
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g HORNBILL.

large prominence or appendix seated on the upper
mandible, differing in shape in the different spe-
cies. The Hornbills may be said to be both car-
nivorous and frugivorous, feeding not only on va-
rious berries and other vegetable substances, but
also on any putrid animal substances, and not un-
frequently on many of the smaller kind of living
animals, as mice, birds, &c. but perhaps principally
on insects. Their large bills are of much less real
than apparent strength, the substance being not
solid, but of a cancellated internal structure: the
mandibles are serrated in an outward direction, and
the serratures are often irregular, owing to the in-
jury the bill occasionally receives during its em-
ployment in seizing on various vegetable and ani-
mal matters. The Hornbills vary much in the
appearance of the bill during the different periods
of their age: the process or appendix not exhibiting
its genuine form till the full growth of the bird ; a
circumstance which, added to the difference between
the males and females, often causes great difficulty
in the determination of the species.
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RHINOCEROS HORNBILL.

<11, Auars London, Fublisted by 6 learsley | Fleet Street.



