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ETHELINDE,

RECLUSE OF THE LAKE,

CHAPTER L

S IR Edward Newenden and Montgo-
mery journeyed rapidly towards London,
but neither of them were inclined to con-
- verfation, and as they approached the
town their mutval uneafinefs and anxiety
feemed to encreafe: Sir Edward remem-
bered the ftrange fituation in which he had
left his family; his wife abfent, mourning
over the effects of that vengeance which he

Vor. V. - B had
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had been compelled to take on Lord Da-
nesforte, his children without their mo-
ther, his own aftions perhaps mifrepre-
fented; while hisconfcience,unaccuftomed
hitherto to allow him any great latitude,
reprefented to him in forcible colours the
error he had committed in yielding to the
firft impulfe of ungovernable affeétion,
and haftening at fuch a time to Ethelinde,
The reproaches he made himfelf on this
head ferved hewever to ftrengthen the re-
folution he had made, not to conquer his
paffion for her, for that he felt to be out
of his power, but to preclude the pofii-
bility of its doing her farther injury, by
quitting the only fatisfaction he ever pro-
mifed himfelf, that of feeing her and lov-
ing her in filence, referving only the right
of a guardian to ferve and befriend her by
the interpofition of others.

Montgomery, whofe heart was agitated
between faint hopes and tormentmg ap-
prehienfions, was eager to get to his lodg-
ings, where he expected to find letters from

his
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his mother, on the contents of which his
fate depended. Heleaped out of the chaife,
therefore, the moment it ftopped in Ha-
nover Square ; and hardly ftaying to take
leave of his fellow traveller, he hurried to
his lodgings in Portland Street, whither

he had defired his letters to be direéted.
Sir Edward, on entering his own houfe,
learned of his fervants that their lady had
returned to it that morning, that her mo-
ther was with her, and that phyficians had
been fent for to attend her, as ‘he was ex-
gremely ill. Numberlefs uneafy and dif-
trefling refle€tiens now crouded on the
mind of Sir Edward. “He knew not how
to refufe receiving his wife, for nothing
on her part had occurred fince their laft
meeting to make him wholly decline its
yet the contemptuous and difgraceful con-
verfation repeated to him by Templeton;
the fpeech Lord Danesforte had himfelf
made on receiving his wound ; her violent
concern, and the general ftyle of her con-
Ba duct
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du& fince their reconciliation ; all contri-

, buted to imprefs more deeply on his mind
the fufpicions before too ftrong of her mif-

. conduét. He had not time long to con-
fider how he fhould ait, before Mrs. Mal-

travers, hearing he was returned, fent to

defire to fpeak with him; and though he

forefaw how difagreeable the interview
would be, he could not refufe to admit

her. ~

Her converfation, mingled with tears,
lamentations, and reproaches, tended to

perfuade him that he had cruelly injured
.Lady Newenden, and moft unjultly grati-
fied, on Lord Danesforte, vengeance which

he ought not to have conceived. She re-

prefented her daughter’s fituation as very

dangérous ; and as being occafioned folely

by her fears for her hutband and for her
own reputation.—* And yet” cried fhe,

“ you could be fo hard hearted, fo un.

feeling as to leave her, and go out of town,

- Oh! Sir Edward,who would have thought
that you could ufe Maria fo cruelly. I

allure
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affure you fhe feels it, though, poor foul,
the is not furprifed at it; if fhe had been
dying, to be fure you muft have gone to
Brackwood on fuch a preffing occafion.”

Sir Edward, vexed and confuled to un-
derftand that the reafon of his journey was
known, was yet too ingenuous and {pi=
rited to deny it.—¢¢ Madam,” anfwered
he, with as much calmnefs as he could
affume, ¢ you will, I hope, allow me to
be mafter of my own adtions. Be affured
that any fuch refledtions as you have now
thrown out are fo far from being hiely
to produce the el you feem to expet:
from them, that they can ferve only to
convince me of the badnefs of that caufe
whicih can be defended only by the defpi-.
cable devices of maligaity and falfehood,
Let Lady Newenden convince me fhe has

ever forfeited her right to my exclufive
affeétion ; having done that, which, how-
ever open to convidtion I am, fhe will, I
, fear, find very difficult, let her continue,
by a very different conduét from what fhe
B 3 has
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has lately affumed, to fhew me that I have
mifunderftood her, and fhe will never find
that my affe@ion for her coufin is of a na-
ture to give her any caufe of complaint.
To a eandid, a generous, a liberal mind,
it muft everhave appeared what it reallyis;
but I am forry to fay that your daughter
poffefles little of thofe qualities. [ hope,
however, that fhe judges not of my con-
du&®, of my attachments, by her own;
and in doing juftice to her principles and
paffions, fuppofes her coufin equally cul-
pable.”

The calm feverity of this retort feemed
to be particularly cutting to Mrs. Maltra-
vers ; whofe fubfequent harangue on the
virtues, beauty, and fortune of her daugh-
ter, and on her own confequence and per-
fections, was very loud and very long.
Sir Edward, feeing it'was not likely foon
to conclude, was leaving her in. poflfeffion
of his apartment, when Maltravers himfelf
entered the houfe, and having peevifhly

ordercd his wife to. leave them together,,
he
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he with more coolnefs entered into con-
verfation with Sir Edward ; and after dif-
cuffing many points with more candour
than he expedted with him, (candourwhich
originated in the dread he had left his
daughter’s condud fthould ill bear the in-
veftigarion with which it was threatened
if an abfolute feparation fhould happen)
he agreed to enforce with all his power the
plan which Sir Edward propofed—of im-
mediately going with Lady Newenden and
his family to Paris, and from thence to
Italy, to remain at leaft a twelve month.
Their going abroad together immediately
after the due) would at leaft put an end to
the report of its being occafioned folely by
her Laadyfhip’s attachment to Lord Da-
nesforte : the refleétions made on Sir Ed-
ward’s partiality to Ethelinde would be
forgotten; and Maltravers faw fo many
advantages in ir, that he warmly encou-
raged the propofal. It was only his au-
thority that had compelled Lady Newen=
den to return to the houfe of her hufband

B4 a fecond
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a fecond time, though he carefully con-
cealed that circumftance from Sir Ed=
ward ; and he now, in purfuance of this
arrangement between them, fo effeftually
urged the necefiity of immediate compli-
ance, that Lady Newenden, who was in
a few days tired of the farce of affelting
to be fick whea fhe was really in perfect
health, difmiffed her phyficians; and no
impediment remaining, the whole family,
with Mr. and Mrs. Maltravers, fet out
for Dover in about a week after Sir Ed-
ward’s vifit to Prackwood, and proceeded
dire&ly to Paris. ILady Newenden, tho
fhe behaved with haughty and fullen cold-
nefs towards Sir Edward, yet feemed to
have forgotten the violent friendfhip fhe
had profeffed for Lord Danesforte, who
was before their departure out of all dan
ger, and gone to his Gloucefterfhire houfe.
Neither Mrs. Maltravers or her daughter
now ever named him, though he ufed to
be the eternal theme of the former; and
Sir Edward though very miferable, en-

deavoured



THE RECLUYSE OF THE LAKE. ()

deavoured in change of {fcene to find
amufement, and in the tender careffes of
his children confolation. The image of
Ethelinde, however, purfued him every
where ; and hardly confcious of his mo~
tive, he lingered at Paris longer than he
originally intended, becaufe he there hoped
to hear of her more quickly and more fre-
quently than it was poflible for him to do
when he removed to a greater diftance
from England.

Montgomery, on arriving at his lodg-
ings, found only one letter from his mo-
ther, which informed him merely of her
arrival at Lyens, and that from the com-

licated nature of the cngagéments of that
houfe to which her money had been lent,
the had not yet been enabled to get infor-
mation whether her money wonld or would
not be fafe. Montgomery thought the
whole letter written in defpondence which
fhe feemed anxious to conceal ; and the
fuipenfe in which it left him redoubled his
wretchednefs. Royfton, having left two
B s or
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or three meffagesat his lodgings during the:
laft week of his abfence, now called upon:
him to let him know that his appoint-
ment was made out; and that the veffel
on which it was neceffary for him to em-
bark lay ready to fail, her departure from:
the river being abfolutely fixed to happen
in about ten days. Thus circumftanced,.
it became neceffary for him to determine
either to ftay or go; and the contending
paffions with which he was agitated grew
almoft too painful to be endured without
the deprivation of reafon.

Sometimes hethought himfelf refolutely
fixed to undertake a voyage which his cou-
rage, his henor, his reafon, equally for-
bade his relinquithing ; then the image of
Ethelinde, in all its feducing charms, pre-
fented itfelf tohim ; he figured to himfelf
all the happinefs of living with her and
his mother at Grafmere, and the enchant-
ing piture of fuch fociety, their perfect
confidence, their tender friendfhip, and
their unbounded love for him: and he

forgo
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forgot for a moment that he had not the
means of affording to thefe two beings, fo
tenderly beloved, the neceflaries of life.

In the mean time, Royfton, who was
very proud of the fervice he had done him,
and who had been complimented on the
merit of his young relation by all thofe to
whom he had prefented him, buftled about
in his fervice with a zeal for which Mont-
gomery knew not how to account. He
himfelf delayed from day to day to make
the laft preparations, ftill willing to hope
that he might not be compelled to quit
the country which contained all that gave
value to his exiftence.

‘A week paffed thus; and at the end of
that time Sir Edward took leave of him
before his departure for the Continent. Sir
Edward fpoke but little to Montgomery
of his voyage to India; but feemed to con~
fider it as fixed ; and of Ethelinde he only
{aid that he had taken meafures to have
her fupplied quarterly with the money he
had named, and that he hoped the would

Bé6 - pais
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pafs her time between the houfe of his fifter
and that of Mrs. Montgomery. At part-
ing, however, he wrung the hand of Mont-
gomery, and faid with a deep figh—
“ Farewell, dear Charles! your voyage,
howeverlong, your abfence, however te-
dious, will, I doubt not, be fortunate.
In me your ficuation excices envy ; for if
there is any thing more delightful than
living with the objet of our affetion, it
1s living for them in the hope of being one
day united, and in the confcioufnefs of
doing that which may promote that union.
All thefe flattering profpefls are your’s,
See them in their true colours, and you
will be comparatively happy.”
Montgomery could not reply ; and tho’
he felt the force of Sir Edward’s obferva-
tion, he could no where find any fenfation
in his own breaft at all allied to happinefs,
He was glad, however, that Sir Edward
Newenden was not to be in the fame
country with Ethelinde; and while hardly
daring to own to himfelf the uneafy jea-
' loufy
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loufy he fometimes felt, he could never
prevail upon himfelf to reflect, without
uneafinefs, on the friendfhip which Ethe-
linde fo openly avowed for Sir Edward
Newenden, or on that tender affeétion he
had acknowledged himfelf fenfible of for
her.

While Montgomery remained in this
torturing fufpenfe, ftill eagerly clinging to
an hope which grew every hour more fee-
ble, Ethelinde paffed the greateft part of
her time alone; for Mifs Newenden, as
the hunting feafon drew near its clofe,
purfued that amufement with encreafed
avidity. Ethelinde, however, far from
finding this folitude tedious, was extreme~
ly glad to be fo little under the neceffity
of converfing; and as her thoughts dwelt
on Montgomery, it was plealant to have
fo little occafion to affe&t an intereft for
others. Mifs Newenden, though ftill very
civil to her, appeared more than ufually
occupied in affairs of her own; and Ethe-
linde oblerved that fhe often received and

anfwered



I4 ETHELINDE, OR

anf{wered letters, a circumftance hitherto:
unufual with her; but this might in fo
many other ways be accounted for, that
Ethelinde was far from fufpe&ting they
came from a favoured lover.,

Sir Edward Newenden, however, being
now in France, his fifter, though deter-
mined to rejeét any advice he mighe give,
was yet unwilling to hear it, and there-
fore prepared to execute her matrimonial
proje& before her defign could reach his
ears. Some days, however, wore away ;.
on the part of Mifs Newenden in a fort
of buftle which feemed to portend fome
change in the family ; and in that of Ethe-
linde in deeply participating all the me-
lancholy anxiety fo forcibly exprefled im
the letters the received from Montgomery,
Every poft day this diftrefs was renewed
and encreafed ; .and the terms in which he
defcribed the fufferings inflicted by this
painful uncertainty were faithful pictures.
of herown anguifh and regret. Atlength
a heavy pacquet was delivered to her:

' with.



