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TO HER ROYAL HIGHNESS

THE

DUCHESS or CUMBERLAND.

MADAM,

AS Dedications have been tco fre-
quently difgufting to the Patron, and
difgraceful to the Author, it is my
Ambition, in dedicating thefe little
Volumes to your Royal Highnefs, to
exprefs only the Dicates of Gratitude
in the Language of Refpett.

a My



i DEDICATION.

My own Heart would reproach me
thould I fail to declare my deep Senfe
of that gracious Condefcenfion with
which you deigned to intereft yourfelf
in the Situation of my Children, whofe
opulent Relations and future Profpeéts
prevent them not from being at pre-

fent wholly dependent on their mother.

‘While the Motive that induced your
Royal Highnefs to allow me the Honour
of prefixing your name to this Work
has evinced the Goodnefs of your
Heart; I muft confefs that the Diftinc-
tion fo gracioufly conferred upon my
Book has confiderably increafed the

Diffidence and Apprehenfion of its
Author. Tt is impoffible for me to
5 prefent
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prefent to the Public a fecond Novel,
under Circumftances fo flattering, with-
out fearing that any little Merit it may

have muft appear inadequate to -the

Favour it has received.

I have the Honor to be,

MaADaAM,
Your Royal Highnefs’s

moft obliged and devoted Servant,

CHARLOTTE SMITH.

ETH E-



Publifhed by the fame Author,

1. Emmeline, the Orphan of the Caftle. Third
Edition. 4 Vol. 14s.

z‘. The Romance of Real Life, 3 Vol. ros. 6d.
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RECLUSE OF THE LAKE.

CHAPTER L

ON the borders of the fmall but beau-
tiful lake called Grafmere Water, in the

-county of Cumberland, is Grafmere Abbey,

an old feat belonging to the family of New-
enden. The abbey, founded by Ranulph
Earl of Chefter, for forty Cifterfian monks,
was among thofe diffolved by Henry the

~ Eighth; by whom it was given, with its
.extenfive royalties, to the family of Bran-

Vor. I. B don;
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don ; from whence it defcended by a female
to Sir Edward Newenden, its prefentpof-
feflor. '

His father, a man of boundlefs profufion,
had at his death left every part of his pro-
perty deeply mortgaged : but Sir Edward,
on fucceeding to it, had married the heirefs
of Mr. Maltravers (a gentleman who had
acquired an immenfe fortune in the Eaft
Indies); and he had retrieved the fortune
of his houfe, and difembarraffed his eftates,
by this opulent alliance.

Though much attached to Grafmere
Abbey, which he venerated as the abode of
his anceftors, and loved as the fcenc of his
carly pleafures, Sir Edward had not feen it
for above four years. Lady Newenden had
never been farther from the metropolis than
to fome of thofe places of public refort
where all its conveniences and amufements
are to be enjoyed; and her Lady(hip had
conceived a dread of a journey into Cumn-
berland, which Sir Edward, to. whom her
Aighteft with was a law, had never earneftly

prefled
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preffed her to conquer.: but in the {ummer
of 1784, as his prefence there was abfo-
lutely neceffary, he befought her, as a fa-
vour, to accompany him thither ; and as.a
favour, granted with the moft perfect con-
{cioufnefs of its value, the at length deigned
to confent.

It was however almoft the end of July
before her Ladythip gave this relutant ac-
quiefcence : and then, as fhe had perfuaded
herfelf that the was to be condemned for
two months to a defart, fhe had accepted
the offer of Mifs Newenden, the fifter of
Sir Edward, to accompany her ; and fhe had
invited her coufin Ethelinde Chefterville,
and Mr. Davenant, a young man not yet
of age, who was diftantly related to Sir
Fdward, and was alfo his ward, to be of
her party. _

This gentleman, who was flill at Oxford,
arrived from thence at the houfe of Sir
Edward, near Windfor, the evening pre~
ceding the day on which they were to fet
out from thence to London, on their way

' B2 e



4  ETHELINDE, OR

to the North. About twelve the next
niorning, therefore, he handed Lady New-
enden to her coach, after fhe had taken
leave of her three beautiful children. But
Sir  Edward lingered behind: he kiffed
‘repeatedly each of the lovely little crea-
tures, earneftly recommended them to the
care of their attendants ; and when on the
point of quitting them, again returned, re-
‘newed his carefles, and repeated his en-
treaties that they might have every atten-
“tion fhewn them during the abfence of
their mother. Then relufantly tearing
bimfelf from them, he procecded with his
wife and Mr. Davenant to the houfe of
Mr. Maltravers, her father, where they
"dined ; and in the evening arrived at their
~ houfe in Hanover Square, where they were
to meet Mifs Newenden and Ethclinde
Chefterville.
They found Mifs Newenden already
there, As no great affeftion had ever fub-
. fifted between her and Lady Newenden,
‘they met without any warm expreffions
' of
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of plealure. Their charafters and man-
ners were indeed wholly diffimilar.  But
though there was little friendthip between
them; there was lefs rivalry : the indolent
apathy of Lady Newenden was not dif-
turbed by the boilterous vivacity of her
fifter-in-law ; who, occupied almoft entirely
by the ftable or the kennel, confidered her
Ladyfthip as a pretty, infipid doll, whofe
mind was a mere blank, and whofe per-
{fon was fitted only to exhibit to advan-
tage the feminine fineries which fhe herfelf
defpifed—her own drefs being ufually fuch
as was diftinguithed from that of a man
only by the petticoat.

The firft fhort compliments had no
fooner pafled, than Mifs Newenden, ad-
drefling herfelf to her brother and Mr.
Davenant, lamented. that fhe had been
prevented fending forward her horfes the
day before, as fhe had intended. ¢ That
devilith fellow, Jack Wildman’s groom,” -
faid fhe, ¢¢ put a confounded kicking
horfe into the. ftable with Meteor, the

Bj day
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day before yefterday; and the dear foul,
in kicking at him in his turn, has got a
ftrain in the back finews. I am wretched
about it; for I am fure he muft be fired.
He’ll be of no ufe to me all the fummer,
and I queftion if I fhall get him found by
next feafon.”—Sir Edward heard her with
more civility than intereft; but Davenant,
litening more attentively to her diftrefs,
they immediately began to confult on the
probable advantages of a cold charge;
and it was agreed that, as foonas a cele-
Lrated farrier arrived, who was to be
confulted, they would go together to the
ttable to infpect with him the condition of
Meteor. ‘

Their difcourfe was interrupted, but not
broken off; by the entrance of Colonel
Chefterville and his daughter, neither of
whom Mr. Davenant had ever feen before.
Sir Edward introduced bim to both. He
bowed {flightly to each; and then turning
immediately to Mifs Newenden, he con-
sinued with her a differtation on the na-

ture
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ture and confequences of a firain in the

back finews. o
Colonel Chefterville, naw near fifty,
had been a remarkably handfome man.
Military {ervice in various countries, and
forrows fuffered in his own, had had more
fhare than time in marking the ftrong
lines of his fenfible and manly countenance
with fomething of peculiar deje¢tion. His
manners, though perfectly thofe of a man
of fathion, had yet a too vifible coldnefs
towards perfons for whom he felt no par-
ticular efteem; but when he converfed
with thofe for whom his heart owned an
intereft, efpecially when he {poke to or of
his daughter, all that fire and energy,
which had been the leading feature of
his charatter in the younger part of his
life, feemed to return. His affeCions
were almoft entirely centered in his chil-
dren. His fon, who had entered early into
the army, and was now with his regi-
ment at Gibraltar, had by fome youthful
indifcretions taught the Colonel the anxie-
B4 ties
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ties of a father: but Ethelinde was in
his opinion the moft perfe& of human
beings; yet thofe who knew her beft
found but little partiality or exaggera-
tion in the exalted opinion he entertained
of her.

Few girls of her age, for Ethelinde' was
not yet eighteen, can be faid to have any
decided charaéter at all; but the circum-
frances of her life had taught her to think
and to feel, " In her twelfth year fhe had
loft her mother by a lingering decline : and
the deep melancholy into which her fur-
viving parent had fallen in confequence
of that event, the thoughtlefs conduct of
her brother, and the increafing anxiety
which her father felt either from that or
fome other caufe, had obfcured her na-
tural vivacity, without diminifhing her
perfonal charms; and had given her a
tafte for folitude and refle€tion, without
leflening the natural {weetnefs of her tem-
per.  Her father’s {forrows had redoubled
‘her attachment towards him ; her affection

for
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for her brother was increafed rather than
diminifhed, fince his imprudence had made
him unhappy. To her he had difclofed
his entangled circumftances, even before
he dared make them known to his father:
and 1t was by her interceffion that the
Colonel had fo eafily pardoned him a fe-
cond time; and had parted from him, when
he went to his regiment, without any marks
of difpleafure. .

Ethelinde however {aw, with great- con+
cern, that fince that period her father had
been more than ufually unhappy ; and that,
though he was lefs at home than was his
general cuftom, he could with difficulty
conceal, when they were together, the
anguith that preyed on his heart.

Confcious of his own dejection, and
fearing for the health and fpirits of his
daughter, which were ‘evidently affeGed
by it, he had, however unwilling to part
with her, promoted her going to Grafmere
Abbey with her coufin Lady Newenden ; -
and when fhe objected to it, becaufe fhe

Bjs , was
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was unwilling to leave him alone, he told
her that he thould take the opportunity of
her abfence' to pay a vifit of fome months
to his friend General Sandys, in the neigh-
bourhood of Bath. Ethelinde and her
father were now to part, for a few months
only; but even fo fhort a feparation, at
the moment it was to take place, appeared
{o terrible to Colonel Chefterville, that he
Joft all his fortitude when it arrived. He
had continued a very infipid converfation
with Lady Newenden till a late hour, be-

caufe he had not refolution enough to bid
adieu to his daughter; but finding that
the longer he delayed it the more painful
it became, he at length arofe, and ap-
proaching her, he kiffed her, and bade her
haftily farewel. He trembled while he
{poke; and Ethelinde, who felt and fhared
his emotion, found her eyes fill with tears,

and her hand involuntarily clafped in his,
as if to detain him; while he, turning to
"Eady Newenden, faid— To you, Ma-
dam, and to Sir Edward, I confide almoft

3 the



