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INTRODUCTION. RUSSIAN GRAMMAR PECULIARITIES
Russian is a Slavonic language which belongs to the family of Indo-European languages. 

To this family also belong such languages as English, German, French or Spanish.

In Russian Grammar we follow the traditional Latin division into 8 parts of speech, such 

as the noun, pronoun, adjective, verb, participle, adverb, preposition and conjunction.

Russian is known as a highly inflected language. This means that the endings of the 

words change  governed by some factors or under certain conditions. This is true for nouns, 

adjectives, verbs, some participles, pronouns and numerals.

A lot of Russian words are rather long because the root of the word is often equipped 

with various prefixes, suffixes and endings serving different aims, for example, changing 

the meaning of the word, indicating the case and the number of the noun, or the person 

and the number of the verb.

Due to its specific nature, the Russian language does need to use any formal subjects, 

auxiliary verbs, compound verbal constructions or articles. And parts of Russian sentences 

are more movable than, for example, in English or German.

Note that the irregular forms are marked with an asterisk �.

CHAPTER 1 
GENDER AGREEMENT OF RUSSIAN NOUNS IN THE SINGULAR

Unit 1 
HOW TO ESTABLISH THE GENDER OF A NOUN

All Russian nouns are attributed to one of three genders:

Masculine (M), Feminine (F) or Neuter (N).

You will be glad to know that one can tell the gender of the majority of Russian nouns 

from the ending of the dictionary form (nominative case). The gender of nouns is mostly 

a formal thing.

Now you will learn how to determine the gender of a noun.

� Nouns ending in consonants and -й are masculine:

дом — house друг — friend музе~й — museum

челове~к — man го~род — city Кита~й — China

� Nouns ending in -а, -я, -ья, -ия are feminine:

ма~ма — mother Во~лга — Volga

маши~на — car статья\ — article

неде~ля — week фами~лия — surname

Росси\я — Russia

�� �� �
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� Nouns ending in -о, -е, -ье, -ие are neuter:

ме~сто — seat зда~ние — building

мо~ре — sea телеви~дение — TV

купе~ — compartment здоро~вье — health

� But things are never that simple in languages: irrespective of the feminine -а, -я 
ending, a small group of nouns denoting males has the masculine gender agreement  

(so called «natural masculines»):

па~па — father, dad де~душка — grandfather

мужчи~на — man дя~дя — uncle

E.g.

мой (М.) + па\па

� The following nouns are neuter:

вре~мя — time жюри~ — jury интервью~ — interview

и~мя — name такси\ — taxi меню~ — menu

Unit 2 
THE GENDER OF SOFT SIGN NOUNS

A large group of nouns ending in -ь (soft sign) could be either feminine or masculine. 

The gender of these nouns can be found in the dictionary. 

� Nouns denoting males («natural masculines») are masculine:

гость — guest, води\тель — driver, учи~тель — teacher,

писа~тель — writer, царь — tsar, коро~ль — king,

врата~рь — goalkeeper, etc.

� Names of months ending in -ь are all masculine:

янва~рь — January, февра~ль — February, etc.

� «natural feminines» are all feminine:

мать — mother, дочь — daughter, etc.

� Nouns ending in -знь, -ость, -сь are feminine:

жизнь — life, но~вость — news, по~дпись — signature, etc.

The gender of other soft sign nouns has to be learned individually.
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Unit 3 
REPLACING SINGULAR NOUNS WITH PERSONAL PRONOUNS

A noun can be replaced with the following personal pronouns depending on the 
established gender:

Masculine nouns with он — he, it

Где ваш друг?  �  Вот он.

Где ваш дом? �  Вот он.

  
  
  Feminine nouns with она~ — she, it

  Где ва\ша ма~ма?  �  Вот она~.

  Где ва\ша маши~на?  �  Вот она.

Neuter nouns with оно\ — it

Где ва\ше ме\сто? � Вот оно~.

Где э~то зда~ние? � Вот оно~.

Unit 4
HOW TO ESTABLISH THE GENDER OF GEOGRAPHICAL NAMES

All place names can be divided into 2 groups:

First group 

Place names with endings which formally fit the Russian system of gender endings:

M. Кита~й, Таила~нд, Вьетна~м, Аму~р, Енисе~й — он
F. Росси~я, Финля~ндия, Аме~рика, Во~лга — она~ 

N. Примо~рье — оно~

Second group
There are many place names which do not fit the Russian system of gender endings:

Баку~, Со~чи, Тбили~си, Хе~льсинки, Миссу~ри, Таи~ти, То~кио, Онта~рио

These words exist only in this unchangeable (indeclinable) form.

Their gender is established in a special way through association with the «generic» 
word, for example:

Со~чи — го~род — он — masculine 	 но~вый Со~чи (m)
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Unit 5
PRINCIPLE OF GENDER AGREEMENT WITH NOUNS

Agreement in gender takes place:

   

   long adjectives 

    pronouns of the adjective type
between  ordinal numerals     and nouns
    cardinal numeral «one»
    long participles

between  nouns or personal pronouns and  short participles
  personal pronouns and   short adjectives
        verbs in the past tense form

I called the words preceding nouns in units — the characterizing words.

Principle of gender agreement with nouns: The characterizing words have the same 
gender, number and case as a corresponding noun:

Unit 6
FOREIGN INDECLINABLE NOUNS AND THEIR GENDER AGREEMENT

There is a group of nouns of foreign origin in Russian which do not change (decline), 

for example:

шоссе\ — highway ра\дио — radio (set)

метро~ — underground кино~ — cinema (hall)

такси\ — taxi ателье\ — workshop

кафе~ — cafe бюро~ — office

купе\ — compartment интервью\ — interview

 пальто~ — overcoat, etc.

All these words are neuter and their gender agreement and pronoun replacement are 

neuter, for example:

Ми~нское шоссе~ — Minsk highway — oно~

интере\сное интервью~ — interesting interview — оно~

но\вое пальто~ — new overcoat — oно~ 

But:  горя\чий ко~фе — masculine — hot coffee;

  оди~н е~вро — masculine — one euro
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Unit 7 
THE GENDER AGREEMENT BETWEEN NOUNS AND ADJECTIVES IN THE SINGULAR

Adjectives and adjectival words are registered in dictionaries in the masculine. You 

can make other gender forms on your own if you follow the rules which will be stipulated 

further.

Masculine adjective + masculine noun

The masculine adjectival endings which a foreign learner may trace from the dictionary 

are as follows:

-ый,  as in но~вый — new, изве~стный — famous

-о\й,  as in большо\й — big, large, плохо\й — bad,

  дорого~й — expensive, dear

-ий  as in ру~сский — Russian, англи~йский — English,

  хоро~ший — good, ма~ленький — small, little, после~дний — last

These adjectives can be paired with nouns whose gender is marked or established as 

masculine, for example:

М.  М.

но~вый + дом
М. М.

большо\й + дом
М. М.

хоро~ший + дом

Feminine adjective + feminine noun

To make an adjective feminine in order to pair it with a feminine noun, replace masculine 

endings with the ending -ая, for example:

-ый, -о\й, -ий 	 -ая

M. F. F.        

но~вый 	 но~вая маши~на
new new car

M.  F. F.

большо\й 	 больша~я маши~на
large, big big car

M. F. F.

плохо\й 	 плоха\я маши~на
bad bad car

M. F. F.

дорого~й 	 дорога~я маши~на
expensive expensive car
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M. F. F. M. F. F.

ру~сский 	 ру~сская шко~ла хоро~ший 	 хоро~шая шко~ла
 Russian school good, nice good school

M. F. F. M. F. F.

англи~йский 	 англи~йская шко~ла ма~ленький 	 ма~ленькая шко~ла
English English school small, little small school

The only exception to this rule is presented by a limited group of adjectives ending 

in -ний, like: 

после~дний — last, ра~нний — early, по~здний — late, etc.

-ий in -ний is replaced by -яя

после~дн|ий 	 после~дн|яя страни~ца — last page

по~здн|ий 	 по~здн|яя о~сень — late autumn

Neuter adjective + neuter noun

To make an adjective neuter in order to pair it a neuter noun, replace -ый, -ой or -ий 

with -ое.

-ый, -о\й, -ий 	 -ое, -ее

M. N. N.

но~вый   	 но~вое пальто~ — new overcoat

большо~й  	 большо~е окно~ — large window

плохо~й  	 плохо~е расписа~ние — bad schedule

M. N. N.

ру~сский  	 ру~сское сло~во — Russian word

фи~нский  	 фи~нское ра~дио — Finnish radio

ма~ленький 	 ма~ленькое окно~ — small window

Exception
-ий is replaced by -ее if a masculine adjective ends in -ний, -жий, -ший, -чий, -щий:

-ний, -жий, -ший, -чий, -щий 	 -нее, -жее, -шее, -чее, -щее

M. N. N.

после~дн|ий 	 после~дн|ее письмо~ — last letter

све~ж|ий  	� све~ж|ее мя~со — fresh meat

хоро~ш|ий  	 хоро~ш|ее настрое~ние — good mood

горя~ч|ий  	  горя~ч|ее молоко~ — hot milk

настоя~щ|ий  	� настоя~щ|ее вре~мя — present time
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Unit 8
GENDER AGREEMENT BETWEEN ADJECTIVES AND NOUNS OF ADJECTIVAL ORIGIN

An adjectival noun has the form(s) of an adjective but functions as a noun. Most  

adjectival nouns result from the omission of a noun qualified by the adjective, for example:

M. учёный (челове~к) — scientist

M. ру~сский (челове~к) — Russian (nat.)

M. безрабо~тный (челове~к) — unemployed

F. ру~сская (же~нщина) — Russian (nat.)

F. столо~вая (ко~мната) — dining room

F. ва~нная (ко~мната) — bathroom

F. на~бережная (у~лица) — embankment

N. второ~е (блю~до) — second course

N. горя~чее (блю~до) — main course

N. моро~женое — ice cream

So,  adjectival nouns are qualified like normal nouns:

M.  M.

изве~стный + учёный — famous scientist

F. F.

больша~я + столо~вая — large dining room        

N. N.

вку~сное + моро~женое — delicious ice cream

Unit 9
GENDER AGREEMENT BETWEEN NOUNS AND THE POSSESSIVE PRONOUNS 
мой, наш, ваш, твой, его, её, их

The possessive pronouns мой, наш, ваш, твой have 3 gender forms depending on the 

gender of a noun:

Э�то мой дом.
This is my house.

Э�то моя\ маши~на.
It is my car.

Э�то моё ме~сто.
It is my seat.

M

N F
My
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Exception: 
The possessive pronouns его (his), её (her), их (their) do not change according to 

the gender principle; they exist only in one unchangeable form, for example:

его~ дом — his house

его~ маши~на — his car

его~ ме~сто — his place

их дом — their house

их маши~на — their car

их ме~сто — their place

мой, наш, ваш, твой, его~, её, их + дом

моя~, на~ша, ва~ша, твоя~, его~, её, их + маши~на

моё, на~ше, ва~ше, твоё, его~, её, их + ме\сто

его\
(his)

их
(their)

её дом — her house

её маши~на — her car

её ме~сто — her place

её
(her)

Э�то наш дом.
This is our house.

Э�то на\ша маши\на.
It is our car.

Э�то на~ше ме~сто.
This is our seat.

M

N F
Our

Э�то ваш дом?
Is this your house?

Э�то ва\ша маши\на?
Is it your car?

Э�то ва~ше ме\сто?
Is this your seat?

M

N F
Your

(from «вы»)

Э�то твой дом?
Is this your house?

Э�то твоя\ маши\на?
Is it your car?

Э�то твоё ме\сто?
Is this your seat?

M

N FYour

(from «ты»)
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Unit 10
GENDER FORMS OF DEMONSTRATIVE, DETERMINATIVE AND OTHER TYPES 
OF PRONOUNS USED AS CHARACTERIZING WORDS

э\тот — this, the... close to hand

Important!
It is necessary to distinguish the characterizing э\то, which changes according to 

genders, and э\то used in the meaning «this is, that is, these are, those are».

In the last example э\то is not a characterizing word; it does not change according to 

genders.

M. Э�то мой дом.
 This is my house.

F. Э�то моя\ маши\на.
 This is my car.

N. Э�то моё ме\сто.
 This is my seat.

Pl. Э�то мои\ друзья\.
 These are my friends.

тот — that one, the one which was meant, distant object

Вот э~тот дом.
Here is this house.

Вот э\та маши\на.
Here is this car.

Вот э\то ме~сто.
Here is this place.

M

N F
this

э\то —
this is,
that is,
these are

Вот тот дом.
Here is that house.

Вот та у\лица.
Here is that street.

Вот то ме\сто.
Here is that place.

M

N F
that

�
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тако\й — this kind, the same

тако\й — used also in expressive sentences like:

тако\й — what a... combines with long adjectives

какой — such a..., what a...

Така\я маши\на?
This kind of car?

Тако\е пи\во?
This kind of beer?

M

N F
this kind

Тако~й дом?
This kind of house?

Сего\дня тако\й ве\тер!
It is so windy today!

Сего\дня така\я жара\!
It is so hot today!

Сего\дня тако\е со\лнце!
It is so sunny today!

M

N Fso

Тако\й си\льный ве\тер!
What a heavy wind!

Така\я си\льная гроза~!
What a heavy thunderstorm!

Тако\е жа\ркое ле\то!
What a hot summer!

M

N F
what 

Како\й си\льный ве\тер!
What a heavy wind!

Кака\я си\льная гроза\!
What a heavy thunderstorm!

Како\е жа\ркое ле\то!
What a hot summer!

M

N F
what
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тако\й же — the same, the same kind as,

also combines with long adjectives

са\мый — the very, the most, most

� Indicates precise location:

М. 

Э�то са\мый центр го\рода. — 

It is the very centre of the city.

� Combines with long adjectives to denote superlative meaning:

�

тот са\мый — the same, the very, mentioned before

\

Э�то са\мая дорога\я маши\на!
This is the most expensive car.

Э�то са\мое удо\бное ме~сто.
This is the most comfortable seat.

M

N F

Э�то са\мый большо\й дом.
This is the biggest house.

Вот та са\мая маши\на.
This is the same car.

Вот то са\мое ме\сто.
This the place mentioned before.

M

N F

Вот тот са\мый дом.
This is the very house.

Тако\й же дом!
The same kind of house.

Така\я же маши\на!
The same kind of car.

Тако\е же пи\во!
The same kind of beer.

M

N F

the
same
kind
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Unit 11 
INTERROGATIVE PRONOUNS КАКОЙ AND ЧЕЙ USED AS CHARACTERIZING WORDS

Interrogative pronouns are used in questions.

Како\й у вас ваго\н? What is your carriage number?

 What is the class of your carriage?

Како\й он челове~к? What kind of person is he?

Како\й у вас телефо\н? What is your telephone number?

 What kind of telephone do you have?

Кака\я за\втра бу\дет пого\да? What will the weather be tomorrow?

Кака\я у вас кварти\ра? What kind of flat do you have?

 What is the number of your flat?

Како\е у вас купе\?  What is the number of your compartment?

 What is the class of your compartment?

Како\е у вас ме\сто? What is the number of your seat?

чей? means «Whose..? 
Who is the owner? To whom does it belong?»

Кака\я?Како\е?

M

N F

Како\й?како\й — what, which, what kind of,

what is the number of..?

чья?чьё?

M

N F

чей?

whose

Чей э\то дом?
Whose house is this?

Чья э\то маши\на?
Whose car is this?

Чьё э\то купе\?
Whose compartment is this?
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Unit 12
OTHER CHARACTERIZING WORDS: ВЕСЬ, ОДИН, САМ

весь — all, (the) whole

оди\н — one, a...

сам — an emphatic pronoun, it can characterize both nouns and personal pronouns

весь дом — (the) whole house

вся страна\ — (the) whole countryвсё ле\то — (the) whole summer

M

N F

all,
the whole

оди\н дом — one house, a house

одна\ маши\на — one car, a carодно\ ме\сто — one seat, a place

M

N F

a...
one

Джон сам — John himself

Мэ\ри сама\ — Mary herselfоно~/э\то само\ — by itself

M

N F
... self
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Unit 13 
PROFESSIONS IN RUSSIAN

Names of professions are exclusively masculine, ending in consonants, -й and -ь, as 

originally they were male dominated, for example:

врач — doctor

The characterizing words are always

masculine irrespective of sex.


 	
        М.              М.

 хоро\ший врач

Он

�

           М.                 М.

хоро\ший врач

Она~

�

Some other popular nouns denoting professions:

ди\ктор — announcer дире\ктор — director учи\тель — teacher 

председа\тель — chairman профе\ссор — professor по\вар — cook 

инжене\р — engineer бухга\лтер — bookkeeper тре\нер — trainer 

экскурсово\д — guide режиссёр — film-director 

фото\граф — photographer ме\неджер — manager реда\ктор — editor, etc.

CHAPTER 2 
THE PLURAL OF NOUNS. NUMBER AGREEMENT BETWEEN NOUNS 

AND CHARACTERIZING WORDS

Unit 14
SINGULAR-only NOUNS

Not all nouns have both singular and plural forms. There are nouns which exist only in 

the singular.

They include nouns which denote:

 

� «collectives»:

посу\да — dishware, ме\бель — furniture, о\бувь — footware, 

ору\жие — weapons, оде\жда — clothes, косме\тика — cosmetics, etc.

� human activities:

поли\тика — policy/politics, промы\шленность — industry, 

эконо\мика — economy/economics, медици\на — medicine, 

спорт — sport, телеви\дение — television, ра\дио — radio, etc. 




