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Yactb 1
O0n3LIBaTh JeTeHbIIIa

I'maBa 1

Korna Mefikmuc B TpeTuii pa3 ¢ BOILIeM IPOCHYJIACh OT HOYHOT'O KOIIIMAapa, MaTh PacCepauIach.

— 41 xe 3anperwia TeOe BUAETh TAKKME CHBI! — MPOIIUIENA OHA TUXO, OOSICh pa3OyIUTh BECh
IOM. — A ec/iv ¥ yBU/IUIIIb, HEYETO BOIUTD!

— Ho 51 Huuero He moruia ¢ co0oii nojenaTh, — rnpoiientana Melknuc, HarmyraHHasi SPOCTHBIM
TOHOM Matepu.

Ta B3s1a 104Yb 32 pyKu. JIUIIO ee Ipy CBeTe paHHEro yTpa Ka3ajioch CYPOBBIM M HEYJIBIOUUBBIM.

— Tsl He mo6uIb cBoOM A0M. He Xouerib KuUTh co CBOEW MaTephbio.

— JIo6mo! JTioomo! — BockMKHY/Ia MeRKITIC, 9yBCTBYs, KaK 3eMJIsl yXOAUT U3-TIOJ HOT.

— B Takom cityuae Thl IOMKHA HAYYUThCS] HE BUAETh 9TU CHBI. EClU cTaHelb opaTh Kaxaylo
HOYb, MOXET CIIy4UThCs ykacHoe. Hac mpocTo BHIKUHYT U3 1oMa!

3a cTeHoll criaiy TeTKa U s Melknuc, Biafesblibl MMPOKKOBOM JIABKH, PACTONOKEHHON Ha
MepBOM 3Taxe JoMa. TeTka Oblla KPUKIMBON U MPSMOTUHENHOM, a Asi/1s1 BEYHO MPAuyHbIM U BCEM
HEJIOBOJIHBIM. YTOIUTh eMy ObLIIO HEBO3MOXKHO.

C mectu et MeilKnuc npuxoauioch CIEANUTh 32 YETHIPbMSI MaJIEeHbKUMU Ky3€HAMU, KOTOPbIX
HYKHO OBbLJIO KOPMHTh, MBITh, TIEPEBS3bIBATH, €CJIM MOPAHSTCS, OEBaTh UM CHUMATh C COCEICKUX
nepeBbeB. B mpoMexyTKax OHa BBINOJHSIIA caMble Pa3HOOOPa3HbIE MIOPYUYEHHS U IIOMOTasia Ha KyXHe.
U Bce xe MaTth 1 Meliknuc cianu Ha Tiopsike B TPOAyBaeMOM CKBO3HSIKAMHU MaJIeHbKON KOMHATe,
TMO/IAJIbIIIE OT OCTAJILHBIX WIEHOB ceMelicTBa. Kazanock, OHM KUY 3[1eCh B KPEAUT Y MOIJIU JIMIITUTHCS
KpoBa 0e3 BCAKOTO MpeaynpekaeHIs.

— Bceero xyxke, 4To KTO-TO MOXKET MOC/aTh 3a CBALICHHUKOM, — MPooKaia MaTh. — Wnu. ..
ApYyrye MOTYT YCIIBIIIATh.

MeWKIUC MIOHSTUSI HE UMeNIa, KTO TU «JIpyrre», HO OHU Bcerga Obutn yrpo3ou. [lecsars et
KU3HU C MATEPbi0 HAYYHITU IEBOYKY OJIHOW UCTUHE: JIOBEPATH, B CYIITHOCTH, HEJIb3s1 HUKOMY.

— ¢I neITanace!

Houb 3a HOYbl0 MERKIUC UCTOBO MOJIMJIACK, ITOCJIE YEro JeKalla B TEMHOTE, 3acTaBisAsa ceOs
He crath. Ho KomiMap Bce paBHO MPUXOIWIT 32 Hell — MOJHBIN JTYHHOTO CBETa, IIEMOTKOB U HEeSICHBIX
00pa3oB.

— Yto mHe nenath? $1 xody 3TO mpeKpaTuTh!

Marsp 10110 Motyania, a moToM CTUCHYJIA PYKY JOYEpH.

— Io3Bonb pacckazars TeOe OIHY MCTOPHIO, — HaYalla OHA, KaKk OOBIYHO, KOTJa HYKHO OBbLIO
00CYIUTh HEUTO cepbes3Hoe. — OIHaX/Ibl MaJICHbKas JeBOUYKa 3a0Ty/InjIach B JieCy U HATKHYJIAch Ha
BoJika. OHa Oexana u 6exaina, oka He CTeplia HOTU B KPOBb, XOTsI TOHMMAJIA, YTO BOJIK TIpecyIeayeT
ee 10 3araxy ¥ B KOHIIe KOHIIOB HacTUrHeT. U eii mpuiuioch crenath BHIOOp. MoXHO OekaTh, CKpbI-
BaThCSl U CHOBA OEKaTh... WJIM OCTAHOBHUTBHCS Y 3a0CTPUTD MAJIKY, YTOOBI 3aMTUTh cebs1. Kak mo-
TBOEMY, KaKoe pellieHre ObLJI0 BEPHBIM ?

Meiiknuic NOHsIa, YTO 9TO HE MPOCTO CKa3Ka U ee OTBET OYeHb MHOTO 3HAYMT.

— Pa3Be MOXHO cpaxarbcsi ¢ BOJIKOM MAJIKOU? — C COMHEHHEM CITPOCHJIA OHA.

—IManka naer Tede MaHC, — OTBETUIIA MaTh C €/IBa 3aMETHOM I'PYCTHOM YIIBIOKOM. — HeOOobITION.
Ho ocranaBauBaTbCs OMacHo.

Meiiknic HaJJO/ITO 33yManach.
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— Bonku Geraior ObicTpee Jofiel, — BHITOBOPHIIA OHAa HakoHell. — Jlake eciu neBovka Oyaer
Oexarth 0e3 OCTAHOBKH, BOJIK BCE PaBHO TMOWMAET ee U ChecT. Eif Hy)kHa ocTpast naJika.

Martp MeJIEHHO HaKJIOHWJIA TOJIOBY B 3HAK coriacus. bosibllle OHa HUYEro He ckasaja U He
3aKOHYMJIA PACCKa3.

KpoBb y Meiiknuc noxononena. MiHorma Math OblBajia B TAKOM HACTPOEHHH, Koraa Oecelisl ¢
HGI7I TaWJIA 3araik nu HOBYI_HKI/I, a BCHKI/Iﬁ OTBET UMEJI ITOCJICACTBHUA.

Ckonbko MelKuc ce0st MOMHIIIA, OHU KW B MaJICHBKOM OXHBJIeHHOM [loruiape, He coBcemM
ropoJKe, HO yke U He JepeBHe. OHa He MOIJIa MPEJICTaBUTh MUP Oe3 MPOHUKABIIEH BCIOTY BOHU
YTOJILHOTO JIbIMA U JIETTSI C OTPOMHBIX, BEYHO TPOXOUYIHX Bepdel, 6e3 Tomosnei, 0TOpachBaBIIuX
y30pyaThie TeHU U JIABIIUX Ha3BaHUE MECTEUKy !, M Oe3 3apOCIIMX TYCTOH 3eJIeHOW TPpaBor OOJIOTH-
CTBIX ITyCTOIIIEH, TJIe Iaccs CKOT. Bcero B HECKOBKUX MUJISIX OTCIO/Ia HaXOMuicsl JIOHIOH, OrpOMHBIT,
TYMaHHBI, TIOJIHBINA OMacHOCTel u uckymenuid. B [ormape ke Bce eil ObIJI0 3HAKOMO 10 MEJIOUEH,
TaK k€ eCTeCTBEHHO W TMPUBBIYHO, KaK JbixaHue. M Bce ke MelKnuc He dyBcTBOBasia cedsl 3/1ech
cBoel. MaThb HU pasy He Mpou3Heca: «ITo He HaIll 1oM». Ho ee r1a3a roBopuiid Jydilie BCSIKHUX CJIOB.

Kak Tonbko onu npuexanu B Iloriap, MaTh cMEHMJIa UMSI MAJIBIIKKM Joyepy Ha Meknuc,
YTOOBI UX JIerye MPUHSIN B HE3HAKOMOM MecTe. MeNKITMC He 3HaJla CBOero HACTOSAIIero MMEeHHU, U
9Ta MBIC/Ib 3aCTaBJIsJIa €€ YyBCTBOBAThH ce0s1 He coBceM HacTosteld. Mimsa Melkmnc BoBce He OIIy-
ajoch UCTUHHBIM. CKOpee HaBOJWJIO Ha MBICH O kepTBonpuHoIeHrnH. OHO OBUIO CIOCOOOM IPH-
Muputhcs ¢ Borom u 6nmarodectuBbiMu kutensimu [oriapa. M3BruHeHWeM 3a Ty TEMHYIO JIBIPY, Ha
MeCTe KOTOPOU JIOJKeH ObLIT HAXOAUTHCS oTell MelKuc.

Bce cocenu u 3HaKOMBIE OBUTH JIIOABMU OJTarouecTUBBIMU. VIMEHHO Tak Ha3bIBaJIM CeOs UICHBI
oOmuHbL. Ho /ienanu oHu 3TO He W3 rOpAOCTH, a YTOOBI 000COOUTHCS OT TeX, KTO IIeJI M0 TeMHOU
J0pore MpsIMO B Pa3BEPCTYIO MACTh a/1a, MOKUAABIIYIO B KOHIIE IyTH. MelKuc OblTa He eIMHCTBEH-
HOH, HOCUBIIIEH cTpaHHOe, OnarodectuBoe uMsi. beutn u apyrue: Beputn, Yot-roa-ymmn, ®opceit-
keH, [lemmBupenc, Knnn-Cun? u Tak nanee.

Pa3 B 1Ba AH4, 110 BeyepaM, TETHHA KOMHATa IPEBpaIiagach B MECTO PEJIMTMO3HBIX COOpaHHUI,
Ha KOTOPBIX YUTAJIM MOJIMTBBI U BUOMHIO, a IO BOCKPECEHBSIM BCE IITH B BBICOKYIO CEPYIO IIEPKOBb,
BBICTPOEHHYIO U3 TBEPIOTO N3BECTHSKA.

CasilieHHUK OBUT HEM3MEHHO JT0Op, KOr/la BCTpEeyasics Ha YJIuIle, HO, CTOs Ha Kadeape, Mmowuc-
tiuHe ycrpamai. Cyas 1o BOCTOPKEHHBIM JIMIAM JIPYTUX MPUXOkaH, MERKITMC MOr/ia 3aKTI0UnTh,
YTO B €0 JyIIIe CUsJIO HEMAJIO BEJIMKUX UCTUH, a TAK:Ke JTII0OOBb, MOJOOHAST XOIOJHOUN OeJIoil KoMeTe.
OH npornoBeIoBaJI CTOMKOCTh TIepe/i TIOPOUYHBIMU UCKYIIEHUSIMU: TTbTHCTBOM, a3apTHBIMH UTPAMHU,
TAHIIAMH, TeaTPOM U MPa3IHBIM BeCeIbeM 0 Cy0O0TaM — 3TO BCe CUJIKH, PACCTABIICHHBIC IbSBOJIOM.
OH pacckasbIBaJ1, UTO MPOUCXOAUT B JIOHIOHE M BCel cTpaHe: 0 HeJaBHEM BEPOJIOMCTBE TIpH JIBOpE,
3aroBOpax Mep3KUX KaTOJUKOB. Ero mpornoBeiy myraiy U OMHOBPEMEHHO BOJTHOBAJIH.

Wuornaa, BeIxoAs U3 1iepkBU, MeUKIHC TpereTaa, MpeACTaBIss MacTBy COMIaTaMu B CBEpKa-
IOLUX JOCIIeXaX, BHICTYMAIONIMX TPOTUB CUJI ThbMBI. MUT-IpYToii OHa BeprJia, 4TO BCE OHU — M MaTh, U
COCEJTU — CTaJIM YaCThIO Yer0-TO OOJIBIIET0, Yero-To ayaecHoro. Ho 31o ornnyieHune 1mioch HeJIoNro.
Bckope mMaTh 1 104b CHOBA CTAHOBWJIMCH OJJMTHOKOUM apMUel U3 IByX UeJIOBEK.

Mars HUKOT/Ia He POU3HOCKIIA BCIYX: «DTO HE HAIIKU JPY3bsi», HO, KOTJa OHU TIOKUIAITU LIep-
KOBb, IIJTM HA PHIHOK WMJIM OCTAHABJIMBAJIMCH TIO3/I0POBAThCS C KEM-TO, ellle Kpermde CKumaia pyKy
nouepu. [TosTomy Meliknuc mpuBETCTBOBANA AETEH MOTYYJIBIOKOM, TOYHO TAaKOM, C KAKOW MaTh BCTPe-
yaJia X MaTepei. Y 3TuX jieTeil ObLIH OTIIHI.

! Poplar — Tonons (awnen.). — 3aech u danee npumeu. nep.

%2 Umst Meiikmic o3Havaer «MHpOTBOpeL». [Ipyrue uMeHa MepeBOAsTCS KaK «IPaBIUBOCTb», «BOXKbs BOJs», «OpOIICHHBIH»,
«OCBOOOXKCHUE», «YOCH Ipex».
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Jletr, MomoOHO MajleHbKUM CBSIIIEHHMKAM, B3UpAJd Ha POAMTENIEH, Cles 3a KakKIbIM HX
JKECTOM M BbIpa)keHHEM JIMIIa B MOMCKaxX 3HaKoB BoxectBeHHOW Bosmu. C caMOro paHHEro JeTCTBa
MeiKIIC 3Hajla, YTO UM MOCTOSIHHO I'PO3UT OMACHOCTh M JIPyrHe JIOAU B JIIOOYI0 MUHYTY MOTYT
HaOpoCUThCS Ha HUX. [109TOMY OHA Hay4YHMJIaCh HAXOOUTH YTEIICHUE W HEKHOCTh, HaOoIas 3a Oec-
CJIOBECHBIMM cO3aHusAMU. [ToHMMaJTa IeIOBUTYIO 37100y OBOJIOB, UCITYTaHHBIN IHEB COOAK, TSKENO-
BECHOE TepPIICHHE KOPOB.

WHorma T0 MpUBOAMIIO K HEMpUATHOCTSM. Hampumep, K pa3ouTtoit ryde U pacKBallieHHOMY
HOCY, KOT/Ia MPUIIUIOCh KPUKOM OTTOHATh MAJIbUMINCK, HIBBIPSBIIMXCS KAMHSIMUA B TITUYbE THE3JIO.
Jl1s1 MefKIiC BIIOJIHE €CTeCTBEHHBIM ObLIIO pe3ath MTHII Ha 00e]] MJTK KPAaCTh y HUX sIilla Ha 3aBTPakK,
HO OecCMbICIIEHHAs, TIyTast )KECTOKOCTh MPoOyk/alia sipoCTb, KOTOPYIO OHA TaK M HE CMOIJIa BHSATHO
OOBSCHUTD.

ManpyMIIKy cHavYasa OIleJIOMJICHHO YCTABUJIMCh HAa Hee, HO, OOMHMBIIIKCH, 3a0pocaif KaMm-
HsaMu. Yemy TyT ynuBistbes? JKecTokocTb Oblia OOBIYHBIM siBJIeHHEeM. TaKoi jKe YacThio UX KU3HH,
KaK LBETHI U JI0%/1b. OHU MMPUBBIKJIHM K MaJIKe YUUTEJIsi HA4aJIbHOM IIIKOJIbI, BU3IY CBUHEH B 3aroHax
MSICHUKOB M KPOBH, MPOIMTABIIEH OMWIKKA apeH T METYHIMHBIX 00€B. YHUUTOKEHHE KPOXOTHBIX,
e/lBa OMEPHUBIINXCS KMU3HEN MPUHOCKIIO UM MTPUBBIYHYIO PAOCTh, KaK MPbIKKH B JTyXkKax.

Ecnu yacTo BhICOBBIBACIIbCsS, Oy/IEIb XOMUTh C pa30UTHIM HOCOM. XOY€lllb BbIKUTh — HEJb3sI
BoIIeNIAThCS. Hy)XHO ocTtaBathest HezameTHbIM. Ho Matepn v MelKnuc 310 He OYeHb yIaBasioCh.

Ha crenyroriyto HOYb Mociie pacckasa o BOJIKE MaTh 0e3 BCAKMX OOBsICHEHHI TIoBesia MerKvc
Ha cTapoe KJIaIouIIe.

Houslo 1iepkoBb Kazanack B cTo pa3 Oosbiiie. KomoKonbHS BHIIIIAAEIA HEYMOIMMbBIM TPSIMO-
YTOJIBHUKOM a0COMIOTHOTO Mpaka. TpaBa moj Horamu pocnia My4KaMu M Ka3ajach Cepoll B CBETE
3Be31. B yrity kiianouina crosijia MaieHbKast KUpIMYHasi, JABHO 3a0pollieHHast 4acoBHsI. Math OTBesa
Meiikuc Tyaa u Opocuia B TEMHBIH yTOJT OXarKy Ofesil.

— MoxeT, BepHemcst 1omou?

ITo xoxe Me¥ikmuc o3 03H00. Uto-To 6110 coBceM psinoM. Kakwre-To cyiecTBa Crpyauiuch
BOKpyT Hee. OHa olTyIaia TOIMHOTBOPHYIO IMEKOTKY UX OM30CTH, CJIOBHO OT MAy4bMX HOXEK, MPo-
OpaBIIUXCS B MO3T.

— Her, — oTBeTHIIa MaTh.

— Ho 3nech kakue-To cymectBa! — axHyna Melkmuc, OOpsICh ¢ HaJBUTABINEHCS MAaHUKON. — 5
YYBCTBYIO X!

JleBouka c y’kacoM y3HaBaja ouryiieHus. Ee kolmapsl HaUMHAIMCh TaK JKe: C YKOJIOB CTpaxa,
C OKMJAHUS HallaJeHUsI.

— JIeMOHBI B MOMX CHaX...

— 3Haio.

— Kakue onn? — npomenTana Meiknuc. — OHu. .. MepTBbI?

Ho B rimyOuHe aymm oHa yke 3Hajia OTBeT.

— Jla, — oTBeTMJIa MaTh TEM K€ XOJIOMHBIM, POBHBIM TOHOM. — [locmyiaii, MepTBble TTONOOHBI
yToruieHHuKaMm. OHM I1J1aBal0T B TEMHOTE, Pa3MaxuBasi pyKaMH U IMbITasiCh CXBATUTh BCE, UTO yIACTCS.
MoskeT, OHM U He XOTAT NPUYMHHUTH TeOe 3710, HO 00s3aTeIbHO CAENAIOT 3TO, €CNIU MO3BOJHIIb.
CeronHs Tl IEpeHOUYelb 37ech. OHU MOMBITAIOTCS KOTTSIMU IIpoLiapanaTbesi Tede B TOJIOBY, HO, UTO
Obl HU CITy4MJIOCh, HE Jail UM B3SITh BEpX.

— Uro?! — BOCKJIMKHYJIa IOpakeHHasl ykacoM MeWKIu1c, Ha MrHOBeHHUE 3a0bIB 00 OCTOPOKHO-
cru. — Het! 4 He mory 31ech ocrarscs!

— Tol momkHa, — OTpe3asia MaTh, YEPTHI JIUIA KOTOPOH Ka3aJIMCh YEeKaHHBIMU B CEPeOpUCTOM
cBeTe 3Be3/l. B HUX He ObLJIO HU MATKOCTH, HU TOTOBHOCTH YCTYNUTh. — TeOe HeoOX0AUMO OCTaThCs
Y 320CTPUThH MAJIKY.
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Mars Bcerja Bena cedsi OUeHb CTPAaHHO, KOTJa peyb IUIa O BaXKHBIX Bel[axX, CJIOBHO XPaHUIIA
CBOE€ BTOPOE «sI», CBOEHPAaBHOE, HEMOCTUAKUMOE, ITOTYCTOPOHHEE «51», B CYHAYKE C OJEkKI0U, MO/
BBIXOZIHBIM I1JTaTheM, U TOJIb30BAJIaCh MM B CAMBIX KpailHUX CTydasx. B Takue MOMEHTBI OHa CTaHO-
BWJIACh He Matepbio, a Mapraper. [71a3a kazamich riy0sxe, BOJIOCH IO YEMIIOM — TyIIe U HEMOKOp-
Hee, CJIOBHO Y BE/IbMbI, BHIMaHUE YCTPEMJICHO Ha YTO-TO, Yero He CrocoOHa BUAeTh MerKIuc.

Korga math craHOBWJIaCh TakoOM, JEBOUYKA CTapajach HE MOJAHUMATH TOJOBBI U HE CIIOPHTH.
OpHaxo Ha 3TOT pa3 ee nopasui yxac. OHa MoJMiIa Tak, Kak HUKorna panbiie. Cnopuia. ITporecro-
Basa. [1nakana u ¢ ApOCTHBIM OTYASsIHUEM LIETLIAIACh 32 PyKy Marepu. MaTtbh He MOKET OCTaBUTh €€
3[1€Ch, HE MOXET, HE MOJKET. . .

Marb BeIpBasa pyKy M Tak pe3Ko OTTOJKHYJIa MeHKITUC, U4To Ta OT/ieTeNla B CTOPOHY U €jBa He
ynasia. He oOpaiasi BHUMaHHS Ha J1049b, MaTh BBIIILIA, 3aXJIOMHYA ABEPb, MOrPY3UB TIOMEIEHNE B
HenporsaHyo TeMy. [locielmancs cTyk 3aJBUraeMoro 3acoBa.

— Mawma! — BckpukHyna Meiiknuc, Oobliie He 3a00TsICh O TOM, UTO MX 371ech 3actanyT. [Tonbe-
JkKaJjla K JBEpU U cTaja ee Tpsictu. [IBepb He noagaBaiack. — Mal!

Marsp He OTKJIMKHY/Iach. BMecTo oTBeTa ciiblinaics Hopox ee yaaisaBIIMXcs marop. Menkmnuc
OCTajach HaeIMHe C MEPTBBIMU, MPAKOM U JIOHOCUBILIUMCS U3/1ajieKka 0e3paJOCTHBIM yXaHbEM COB.

Crenyroipie HECKOJIBKO YacoB JEBOUYKA MpoBena 0e3 CHAa, CKOPYMBIINCH B THE3E U3 Ofiesi,
JpOsXa OT XOJIOAA U CITyIIasi OTAAJIeHHbIN JTMcUi JTaid. Y 4yBCTBOBaIa, KaK CyIECTBA HACEJISIIOT YTOJTKU
ee pasyma, BbIKH/asi Hy)kHOrO MOMeHTa. Beikuas, moka oHa 3acHerT.

— [oxauyiicta, — yMoOJIsila X OHA, TIPHKaB PYKM K yIIaM, TIBITAsICh HE CyIIaTh MIEMOTKH. —
[Moxanyiicra, e Hano. [Moxanyiicra. ..

Ho B KOHIIe KOHIIOB COH IIPOTHB BOJIM 3aTYMaHWJI €i TOJIOBY, U MPHIIIET KOIIMap.

Kak u npexne, Meliknuc yBujena TEMHYIO Y3KyI0 KOMHATY C 3eMJISIHBIM IIOJIOM U CTEHAMU
13 000KEHHOro uepHoro kamus. OHa MbITagach 3aKpbITh CTABHU, YTOOBI B OKHO HE MPOHUKAT
ayHHbIA cBeT. HykHo orceub ero. Otceup 11€NoT, KOTOpbId OH HeceT. Ho CTaBHM HUMKak He cXo-
IWJIACh, A 33/IBUKKA OblIa cioMaHa. B 1ienm pasepsniach TOITHOTBOPHAS HOUb. 3Be3/Ibl TOKAUYMBa-
JIMCh, IOOJIECKUBAS, KaK OONTaOIIMeCs MyroBUIIbl. MEMKIMC 30 BCEX CUJI HaJlerajia Ha CTaBHU, HO
HOYb BBIIbIXQJIa B €€ KOMHATy MepTBbIX. Boiibixana necsatkamu. OHU ¢ BOEM yYCTPEMJISUIMCh BHU3, K
Hell — PaCIUIbIBAIONIMECS, TYCKJIbIE JTUIA. .. MEHKITUC 3aKpblia JaAOHIMHU YU, 325KMY PUJIACh, CTHC-
HyJ1a ryOBbl, 3Has1, YTO OHU HAMEpEeHbI TPOOpaThcsl BHYTPb. B ee ronoBy. OHM CTOHAIM U 3aBBIBATIH Y
CaMBbIX YIIIe, a OHa OTKa3bIBaJIaCh OHUMATh UX. [IbITasack He TOMYCTUTh, YTOOBI TUXUE, TOCKJIUBbHIC
3BYKH CTaJIM CJIOBaMU. Bie/iHbIi CBET MPOHMKAJI CKBO3b BEKH, a IETMIOTKA COUMIIMCH U JIM3JTH YIIH,
Y CyIIeCTB ObLJIO CTOJIBKO, YTO BO3AYX CIYCTHIICS, & €l IPUXOIUIIOCH BIBIXATh €ro. . .

Bsapornys, Meiiknic npocHysach. Cepae OMIOCh Tak T'POMKO, UTO €€ 3aTOIIHMIIO. eBouka
MHCTUHKTUBHO TPOTSHYJIA PYKY, HaJesCh MOJTYyYUTh TEIUIO M yTelleHWe OT crsimeid marepu. Ho
Matepu He ObUT0. MeHKIMC BCIOMHMIA, TIe HAXOAUTCS, U cpa3y majia ayxoM. Ha 3Tot pa3 oHa He
aoma, B yiote u 6e3onacHoct. OHa B sioBy1ike. [Toxoponena 3a:xuBo. OKpykeHa MEpPTBBIMH.

HeoxumaHHbIi 3ByK 3aCTaBUII €€ OlleTieHeTh. [IpephIBUCTBIN MIOPOX Ha MOy, MOPA3UTEBHO
I'POMKHUI B XOJIOAHOM CBEXECTH HOUU. U TYT KTO-TO MaJIeHbKUII M JIETKHIA IpoOekas o Hore Mek-
nc. OHa HEBOJILHO BCKPUKHYIIA, HO yKe B CJIEAYIOIIMI MOMEHT IyJIbC 3a0MyIcs MesieHHee. [leBouka
OIIYTHJIA JIETKOE MIPUKOCHOBEHHE MeXa, YKOJ KPOXOTHBIX KOTOTKOB.

Muins. ['ne-To B KOMHATe MBIIb, €€ CBETAIIMECS MIa3KU CAeOdT 3a Hel. 3HauuT, MenKimc
HE OCTaBJIieHa HaeiMHe C MepTBbIMU. KOHEUHO, MbIlIb el He Ipyr. MBIM Bce paBHO, €CIId MepT-
BbIE CyIecTBa yObloT MelKIuc uim cBenyT ¢ yma. Ho 1eBOUKy ycriokanBaiy MBICTH O JKUBOTHOM,
Hale/IeM yOeKuIle OT COB U HOUHBIX XUITHUKOB. MBI ObLI0 Oe3pa3iiMyHoO, JTOOST ee WIH HeT.
Ona 3Hasa, YT0 MOKET PAaCCUMTHIBATH TOJBKO Ha cedsl. [1e-To Tam, B yKPOMHOM YTy, €€ CepiLe pa3-
MEPOM C SATOAKY CMOPOJMHBI OMJIOCH SIPOCTHOM BOJIeH K ku3HU. U cepaiie Melknvic BCKope mociie-
JOBAJIO €r0 MPUMEpY.
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Oma He BH/e/Ia U HE CIIbIIIAJIa MEPTBBIX, HO OIIYyINaia, KaK OHU IApAT U LAPANaloTCs 1Mo KpasiM
ee co3HaHus1. JK/IyT, KOrja OHa yCTaHeT, MOAACTCs MaHUKe WM pacciadutcsi. Y Toraa oHu HaHeCyT
yaap. Ho Meiiknuc Haruia B ayiiie MaJeHbKUN y3€JIOK YIpsSIMCTBA.

Tpynsee Bcero ObUTO He 3aCHYTh. MeHKITUC 1mumnaia ceds v I0JITMMY TEMHBIMH YacaMy BhIITIA-
T'MBaJia M0 KOMHATe, TIOKa HAKOHEI] He YBU/IeNa, KaK HOYHAsI ThMa YCTYIUIIA MECTO CEPEHbKOMY CBETY
panHero ytpa. Ee Tommuio, Tpsacio ot cnabocTd, rojioBa ropeia, U3paHeHHOe CO3HaHMe KPOBOTO-
YWJI0, HO OHA, 10 KpailHel Mepe, BbIKUIIA.

Marp mpuInnia nepej cambiM paccBeToM. MeWKNuc Mojya IocieioBajia 3a Hel, CKJIOHHB
rosioBy. OHa NMOHMMaJIa: MaTh HUYETro He JesaeT 0e3 nmpuynHbel. Ho BrepBbie OHa HE MOTIJIa ee Mpo-
CTUTD ¥ 3HAJIA: UX KU3Hb YK€ HUKOTJA He Oy/IeT pekHEew.

[Moutyn Kax Il MecsI] MaTh OTBOAMIAa MelKnuc Ha Kiaaouiie. VHora mpoXoansIo MsTh WK
IIeCTh Heleb, 1 MeNKNKC HauMHaIa HaJIesIThCs, YTO MaTh OTKa3ajach OT CBOMX HamepeHuid. Kak
BIpyr Maprapet coo0iiaia, 4ro, o ee MHEHHUI0, «<HOUb OyJIeT TeTUIoi», 1 cepiiie MelKmuic cxxuma-
JIOCh: OHA CJIMIIIKOM XOPOIIO 3Haja, YTO 3TO 3HAYMT.

JleBouka He MoIJIa 3aCTaBUTh ceOsl poTecTtoBarh. [Ipy BocmoMuHaHuM 00 OTYasTHHOM YHIIKe-
HUHM B TIEPBYIO HOYb €l CTAHOBHJIOCH TIOXO.

Ecnu KT0-TO 320BIBaET O TOPAOCTU U MOJIUT BCEM CEPALIEM, HO €r0 MOJIbObI HAIIPACHBI, OH YKe
HUKOI/Ia HE CTAHeT MPEeXHUM. UTO-TO B HEM YMHUPAET, a YTO-TO poxkaaercs. CIOBHO MOCIe Mepexu-
TOro B ayie Melikmuc, mogoOHO 3UMHel poce, 0cesio HoBoe Bocrpusitie Mupa. OHa co3HaBasa, 4to
OoJIbIlie HE CMOXET YYBCTBOBATh ce0s B O€30IMaCHOCTH WM JIIOOMMOM, KaK paHbIlle. A elle 3Haa,
YTO HU 3a YTO Ha CBETE HE CTAHET HUKOTO YMOJISITh.

[NosToMy Kax[Jplid pa3 ¢ 3aCTHIBIIMM JIMIIOM IIUIA 32 MaTeppio Ha Kiaaouiie. OHa Koe-uyemy
Hay4ywiach y IEPKOBHOM MBI, [Ipr3paky — He KeCTOKHE 3aJpbl, KOTOPHIX MOKHO YPE30HUTb.
OHM — XUIIIHUKY, OHA — J00b4Ya. [1o3TOMYy, UTOOBI BBIKUTD, CIEAYET ObITh YIPSIMOM, CBUPENON U
omurenbHON. [ToTOMY UTO HUKTO JIpyroii ee He cracer.

Marno-noMany, ¢ BeJIWYaHIIIM TPyIoM MEeHKNHC MPHUHSIACh BBICTPaUBaTh COOCTBEHHYIO
3amuty. [log cTyK AOXKAs U 3BYKH COOCTBEHHOTO JABIXaHMsI, BBHIPHIBABIIIETOCS MApOM B XOJOJHOM
BO3JIyXe, JIeBOYKA MOBTOPsIa MPHUIyMaHHbIE MOJIMTBBI U COUMHSLIA 3aKJIAThS M3THAHUSA. YUHUIIACh
MIPOTUBOCTOSITh HACTOWYMBOMY LIapariaHblo, IIEBEJICHHUIO U MOIBITKAM BTOPKEHHUSI IyXOB MEPTBBIX U
Jake JaBaTh OTIOP, XOTS BCAKUN KOHTAKT ObLT oMep3uTesieH. OHa BooOpakaa cebss Oudneickomn
I0Oaudpwio, cTosBILEN BO Bpa)XEeCKOM Jlarepe ¢ YKpaJeHHbIM MEUOM, 3aJUThiM KpoBbio OsnodepHa. . .
«[TonoianTe O6mmKke, — FOBOPUJIa OHA HOYHBIM IIETITYHaM, — U 51 U3pyOJTio Bac Ha KyCOUKH |»

W Bce 310 BpeMsi KMBbIE CO3[aHMS Ha KJIaJOMINE MOMOTaid el OCTaBaThCsl CIIOKOMHOW U B
3apaBoM yme. lllypimanue B KycTax, 4eid-TO MOCBUCT, MEJIbKaHUE JIETYYHUX MBIIIEH — BCE 3TO CTAaHO-
BWJIOCH JUTS Hee yTelieHneM. Jlaxke ux HacTosmme 3yObl U KOrTy. YesoBeueckre CylecTBa 1 MepT-
BeIlbl MOT'YT BHE3aITHO HAOPOCUTHLCS Ha TeOsl, HO JAWKHE CO3/IaHMs MPOCTO KHUBYT B CBOEM IUKOM
MUpe, I1e UM HeT 10 TeOs Aena. YMupasi, OHU He CTaHOBSITCA Npu3pakamu. Korma mblib norudana
OT JIall KOTa, KypuIle CBOPAUYMBAIIH LIEI0, & PbIOY BBITACKUBAIIM U3 PeKH, MENKIHC SICHO BUJIeNa, KaK
OJeHbIE KJIOUbsI UX QYT OBICTPO TalOT, MOJOOHO YTPEHHEMY TyMaHy.

Kunsimmii koren HeropoBanusi Me#kmuc TpedoBa BbIxoia. BMecTo Toro ytoObl oxaaoBaThCs
Ha HOYHBIE BBLJIA3KH, OHA CTajla CIIOPUTh C MATEephI0 MO KaKIAOMY IyCTSKOBOMY IOBOIY, HE YCTY-
nas HU B 4eM, 3ajaBasi 3alpeTHbIe BOITPOCH], Yero HUKOIA He Jeana paHble. Y camoe rnaBHOe,
JIeBOYKA Havyaljla paccrparmBarh o0 oTie. PaHblle MaTh rpecekasia Takue BOMPOCH B3IISIIOM, TaK
y10 MENKITMC MPUXOANIIOCH JOBOIBCTBOBATHCS MEJTKUMHU JETaISIMU, KOTOPbIe HEBOJIbHO CPBIBAJIHCH
C MaTepUHCKOrO s13bIKa. OTeIT KT IaJIeKO, B CTApOM JIOMe, M He jKeJlal BUAETh HU MaTb, HU Melk-
nc. Ho atoro Bapyr okazajioch HEAOCTATOYHO, U MeHKmuc 3muach Ha ceOsi 3a TO, YTO CIMIIKOM
60s171ach pacCIPOCUTH MOAPOOHEE.

— IToyemy ThI HE CKakelllb, Kak ero 30ByT? I'1ie oH kuBeT? 3HaeT Jiu oH, rjae Hac HauTu? OTKyaa
THI 3Haelllb, YTO OH HE XOUeT KUTh ¢ Hamu? EMy xoTs1 Ol M3BeCTHO 000 MHE?
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Marb no-npexHeMy He OTBevasia Ha MoIo0HbIe BOIIPOCH], HO €€ TPO3HBIE B3IJISA/AbI OOJIbIIIE He
ykpoani Meiiknvc. O6e He oHNMaH, Kak UM ObITh. C caMoro poskaeHrss Melknvc MaTh periasa
BCE, 1 JIeBOYKa OE3POIOTHO coramanack. MerKITMe cama He 3Hala, oueMy OoJIbliie He MOXKET OCTa-
BaTbCsl IOKOPHOW. A MarTh... paHbllle el He MPUXOIUIOCh UATH Ha KOMIIPOMICC, U OHA He 3HaNa, C
4yero Havyath. Bo3MOKHO, eciv 1aBUTh Ha MENKITUC CHJION CBOEH JIMYHOCTH, Bce Oy/eT Kak mpesxae?
Her. He Oyzner. Bce nuzmenunocs.

JBa roga cIycrsi 1ocJie nNepBOoro OIbITA [0 «3a0CTPEHUI0 NAIKW» MelKIuc, KOTOPOil MPUILLIOCH
MIPOBECTH OCOOESHHO XOJIOAHYI0 OECCOHHYIO HOUb B UaCOBHE, BEPHYJIACh, IPOXka OT xosona. Yepes aBa
IHSI OHA Tropesa B JIMXOPaJKe U cTpajaia oT 60au B Mblax. Llensix qBe Henenu si3bIK y Hee ObLT
IMOKPBIT ITATHAMHU, a Ha JIMLEC BBICTYIIWJIA OTYETIMBAA CbIIIb OCIICHHBIX ITaITyJI.

Hexkotopoe BpeMst Mup ObUT pacKaJIeHHBIM, TEMHBIM U YKacHbIM. MeWKITuC yTornaia B yayIi-
JMBOM Oe3I0HHOM Kommape. OHa co3HaBasia, YTO MOKET yMEpEeTh, U MOHUMAJIa, YTO MPEACTABISIOT
co00i1 MEpTBbIE.

Ona He MorJIa MBICIIUTD CBSI3HO M MHOT[A rajana, )uBa Jiu elle Wik yxe MeptBa. Ho uepHas
IMMpUJIMBHAA BOJIHA OoJIe3HI IOTUXOHBKY OTCTYyIIAJIa, OCTABUB €l JKU3Hb U BCETO apy OCITIMH Ha IIEKE.
Kaxapiit pa3, korga IeBovka BUjeNa UX OTpakeHHe B Belpe ¢ BOIOW, OHA OIyIasa cnaldblil cra3m
’KMBOTHOTO cTpaxa. M mpeacTapisia, Kak MpayHblid sKHELl — cKeJleT 1o uMeHu CMepTh — TSHeTcs K
Hel, YTOObI KOCHYTBCSI JIMIIA IBYMsI KOCT/ISIBBIMU TAJIbLIAMU, TTOCJIE Yero MeJJIEHHO OTBOJIUT PYKY.

C MOMeHTa ee BbI3IOPOBJICHHUS TTPOIILIO TPU Mecsa, HO MaTh HH pa3y He YIOMSsIHYJIa O KJaj-
ouie. MeiKIic mpearnoaoKuia, 9To OCra, MoXoxke, Halyraia MaTh M 3aCTaBUjIa OTKa3aThCsl OT CBO-
ero maHa. K HecuacTbio, OHa ommoanach.

11



®. Xapounr. «/leBouka ¢ MeIBEKBUM CEPIALIEM»

I'taBa 2

OnHaXIpl COTHEUHBIM MAWCKUM JJHEM OHU OTIPABUJIUCH B OOJBIION rOpof, YTOOBI MPOJATh
CIUIETEHHOE MaTepbio KpyXkeBo. BecHa Bbiganach MATrkoit, HO JIOHIOH MOTpecKUBasl HaNpsHKEHUEM,
Kak rpo3oBasi Tyda. MerKIuc noxasesna, YTo 0Ka3aaach TaM.

ITo mMepe Toro kak MeWKMKC MEHsIACh, TIOCTETICHHO BCE OoJbIle 037100Ms15Ch, ¢ [Tormmapom
1 JIOHIOHOM TPOUCXOAUIIO HeuTo mofgoOHoe. Eciy BepuTh CIIJIETHSIM MOJIOJBIX MOAMACTEPhEB, TO
e camoe TBOPWJIOCh M BO Bcel cTpaHe. KpacHoHocast HsaHs Chlo3aH BO3Belasla HA MOJMTBEHHBIX
COOpaHUsIX O BUJEHUSIX KOHIIA — O MOPE, IIEPENIOITHEHHOM KPOBBIO, U IIECTBYIOMIEH 10 TJIABHOM YIIUIIE
[Momnapa 6udneiickoii JKeHe, 00JicueHHOM B COJTHIIE.

OcraJibHBle Pa3IIaroNbLCTBOBATIM B TOM ke MaHepe. [loroBapuBaiu, 4to mapy JieT Ha3al BO
BpeMsl CUJIbHEWIIEW Ipo3bl TUTAaHTCKUE Ty4Yu NMPUHsUIM (popMy JABYX Ipo3HbiX apmuii. Ho teneps y
MHOTMX BO3HHUKJIO HEMPHUATHOE MPETIyBCTBHE, YTO JBE TAKUE apMUU JEHCTBUTEIILHO COOMPAIOTCS
TI0 BCEU CTpaHe.

Kurenu [Nornnapa Bcerga ycepaqHo MOJMIIMCH, HO ceiiuac OHU MOJIMJIMChH, KaK JIIOAU, OCaXICH-
Hble BparoM. U Kazanoch, Bcell CTpaHe rpo3UT OMACHOCTb.

Meiikuc He MOTJIa YCJISAUTh 32 BCEMH MOIPOOHOCTSIMH, HO CYTh NOHMMaa. Katoniku 3amy-
MaJTi JIbSIBOJILCKHI 3arOBOP, CTPEMSICh COBPATUTh KOpoJis Kapia ¢ myT MICTUHHOTO ¥ BOCCTAaHOBUTD
MPOTUB COOCTBEHHOTO Hapoa. JloOpsie Moau U3 napiamMeHTa MbITATICh YPEe30HUTh €ro, HO OH OTKa-
3bIBAJICS CITYIIATh.

Huxkomy He X0Tenoch NpsiMo OOBUHSATH KOPOJsl. TO TOCYJapCTBEHHAs! M3MEHa, 32 KOTOPYIO
OTCEKAIOT YIIM WM KJISUMSIT JIMIO packaJeHHbIM keie30M. Het, Bce cornammaiuich, YTo BUHA JISKUT
Ha MOPOYHBIX COBETHUKaX: apxuernuckore Jloge, «uepHoM Tome-TupaHe» (M3BECTHOM TaKke Kak
rpa¢p Crpacdopn) 1, KOHEUHO, KoposieBe Mapuu, OCTOSIHHO OTPAaBJIsBLIEN Pa3yM KOPOJIsi CBOUMU
(dpaniy3ckumu yinoBkamu. Eciii X He OCTaHOBUTDB, KOPOJIb CHeNaeTcs MPOKJIATHIM TUpaHoM. OH
00paTUTCs K JIOKHON PEJIMIUH U TIOILIUIET BOMCKA MEepeOUTh BCEX MPEeIaHHbIX, O0rO00S3HEHHBIX TPO-
TECTaHTOB B CTpaHe.

Cam ApsIBOJ MPOHUKAJ TIOBCIONY, HALIIETITHIBAJ B YIIIH, JISACHIJ pa3yM U KPOWJI Jiej1a JIIOJICKUe
XUTPBIMHU HEBUIMMBIMH pyKamu. Kazanoch, Ha 1opore BOT-BOT MOSIBSITCS ONMAJICHHBIE CJIEIbI KOTIBIT.

Crpax u Bosmymienre B [lormape ObUTH OYeHb 3pUMBI, HO MeRKNHC olnyInana u HeKoe Mof-
BOJHOE TEUEHHE CBHUPENOro Bo30yxaeHus. Ecim Bce NeCTBUTENBHO PYXHET, €CIIU MPUIILIO BpeMs
Cyaa, ecJi AeUCTBUTENILHO HACTAJl KOHEll MUpa, Onarodectusble xkutenu [orapa OyayT roroel. OHu
— BOMHBI ['ocriofHy 1 OyIyT CTOMKO JIepKaThCsl, MPOMOBEAOBATh U MapIIMPOBATh.

U ceituac, marasi o JIOHAOHCKUM yJuiiaMm, MefKIic 4yBCTBOBaIa 3HAKOMOE MOKAJIbIBAHUE —
MPeYyBCTBUE TOTO ke BO30OYKIEHHsI, TOW e OMACHOCTH.

— 3nech 1ypHO MaxHeT, — mpodopMoTaia oHa. CerogHsi MaTh OblLIa B IPYyroil CBOEH MITOCTACH,
TaK YTO OBUIO BIOJHE €CTECTBEHHO BBIPA3UTh BCIYX CBOU MOMYO(DOPMIIEHHBIE MBICITH.

— DT0 U3-3a IbIMa, — OTPHIBUCTO OTBETHIIA Mapraper.

— Bogce HeT, — Bo3pasuia Meliknuc.

Peus 111712 coBceM He 0 3amaxe, U IeBOYKa 3HAJA, YTO MaTh ee MoHsuia. Jleso B mpepocTepera-
I01IeM 0OOCTPEHUH YyBCTB, KaK Mepeji TPO30i.

— Naxuer metaom. JlaBaii BepHeMcst JOMO#A ?

— JlaBaii, — cyxo Tporieiniia MaTh, He cOaBisis mara. — JlaBail BepHeMcsl IOMOM U OyIeM ecTb
KaMHH, ITOCKOJIBKY ThI HE JKeJIaelllb, YTOOBI MbI 3apadoTaiy Ha XJieo.

Meiiknuc Bcerga Haxoausa JIOHIOH yrHETalOMIMM. 371eCh CJIMIIKOM MHOTO JIofIeH, 3/1aHuM,
3anaxoB. OIHAKO CerogHs BO3/IyX ObLT HACKHIIEH HE3HAKOMBIMU Jl0Cesie OPOKEHHEM U CBUPETIOCTHIO.
[Touemy oHa HepBHUYAET OOJIbIIE OOBIYHOTO? YTO M3MEHMIIOCH?
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JleBouka oriisiesnach 1Mo CTOpOHaM U yBUJENA JECSTKH JIMCTKOB, HEIAaBHO PACKJICEHHBIX Ha
JBEpsIX U CTOJI0AX.

— YT0 3T10? — NpoLIenTaia oHa.

BeccMbicnenHblii Borpoc. Math ymena yntath He Jyuiie Medknuc. JKupHble YepHble OyKBbI
CJIOBHO KpUYaJy ¢ OymMaru.

— PeB 4epHUIIBHBIX JIBBOB, — 3aMETHIIA MaTb.

JIOHJIOH 3axJIECTHY/IU SIPOCTHBIE MTaM(IIeThl, IeyaTHbIe POIOBE/IN, TPOPOUYECTBA, OOTMUCHUS
KOpOJIsi, & MHOT/IA TapiiaMeHTa. MaTh Iy TJIMBO Ha3bIBAJIa BCE 3TO «UEPHUJIbHBIMU JIbBAMU.

— TonbKO peB ¥ HUKAKHUX KOT'Tel, — MOBTOpsiyia oHa. [locneaHue aBa JHS STOT OE3MOJIBHBINA peB
MIOCTOSIHHO yCHITBAJICS. [IBe Helenm Ha3a/l KOpoJsib BIIEPBbIE 32 MHOTO JIET CO3BaJI MaplaMeHT, U BCe,
KOro 3Hajia Meiknuc, obnerdyeHHo B310xHYyIM. Ho Bcero uepes 1Boe CYyTOK OH B TIOPBIBE MOHApIIIEH
SIPOCTH CHOBA PACITyCTHJI TTapiiaMeHT. Terepp CIyxy MPUHSUIA OTTEHOK 3JIOBEIIErO POroTa.

Bnennoe coinHIile, Ka3aaock, MOKAaYMBAIOCh B HeOe, M BCe XKIaJH, Korjaa ciaydutcs: Heuro. Eciu
B TOJITIE Pa3JaBajicsl BHE3AIHbIA KPHK, JIOAW PE3KO BCKU/IBIBAIU TOJIOBHI.

«Hauanocw ?» — MOI4a BOIPOILATIN OHU.

HwukTO He 3Ha1 TOYHO, YTO MIMEHHO JAOJKHO HAYaThCsl, HO YTO-TO SIBHO HA3PEBAJIO.

— Ma... noyemy Ha yJuIle TaK MHOTO TIOJIMACTEPbeB? — TUXO MIpodopMoTasia MerKIC.

W neiicTBUTENBHO, IECSITKA MOJIOIBIX JIIOZIEH CIOHSIIHCH 10 JBOE-TPOE B TMEPEyIKax, TOpUYaIH
B JIBEPHBIX [TPOEMaXx — KOPOTKO CTPHKEHHbIE, B30yIOpaKeHHbIE, C MO3OJIUCTHIMUA PYKaMH, TIPUBbIY-
HBIMH K pa0dOTe Ha TKAlKUX U TOKAPHBIX CTAHKAaX.

CambiM MTaAIIIAM OBUTO OKOJIO YETHIPHAIIATH, CAaMbIM CTapIIUM — JIeT JBaaiath. M Bcem
CIIe0BaJIO Obl CefUac TPYIUTHCS, BHITIONHSISI PUKA3bl X035IeB, HO OHU HAXOAWJIUCH 31€Ch.

IMogmactepbst ciyxum 6apoMeTpoM, OTpakaBIIUM HacTpoeHue ropona. Korga JIoHIoH ObuT
CIIOKOEH, OHU OCTABAIUCH OOBIYHBIMH MAPHSIMH, YTO YOUBAIU BpeMsi, (PIMPTOBAIIH, 33/1EBATH OKPY-
KAIOIIMX IPYOBIMH, HO OCTPOYMHBIMH 1TyToukamu. Ho B rpo3oBoM JIoHI0HE OHM MeHsTICh. TeMHble
THEBHbIE MOJIHUM HEBUIMMbIMU Pa3psiIaMH MPOCKAJIB3bIBAIN MEK/y HUMH. A MOPO OHU COMBAJIHCh
B OyiiHbBIe, HEYKPOTHMBIE TOJIIBI, pa30MBAIIM IBEPH, & TO U TOJIOBBI CAalloraMy ¥ yOHMHAMH.

Mars ornisigena CJIOHSIBIIMECs MOBCIOY MaleHbKHE KOMITAHUH U BCTPEBOKEHHO HAXMYPHUJIACh.

— MIX cimmkomM MHOTo, — HETpOMKO corjlacuiiack oHa. — Ham Jtydine BepHyThes. Bee paBHO
conHie yxe camutcs. U. .. u tebe moHanoosTes critbl. CeromHs HOYb OyAeT TEIUIONn.

Ha kaxkyio-To cekynny Meiknuc nodyBcTBoBasia oonerdenre. Ho TyT ke 10 Hee 01Ies CMBICT
nocneqHed ¢ppasel. JleBouka 3acTblia, eperoHeHHas: HeBepHUeM M BO3MYIIIEHUEM.

— Her! — orpe3ana oHa, yauBieHHasi COOCTBEHHON pemMocThio. — S He noiny! W Gombime
HUKOI/Ia He BEpHYCh Ha KJaaouiie!

Marb cMyIIIEHHO OmJIsIIesach, KPenKko cxBaruia MerKIumce 3a pyKy ¥ MOTaIuIa B OJKaAIIvi
nepeyJIoK.

— Tr1 pomkHa! — HacTaMBaJla OHA |, CKaB TUIEUH JJOUEPH, 3arjIsiHy/a eil B 11aza.

— B nocneanuii pa3 s eqBa He ymepria, — 3anpoTectoBajia Meikmnuc.

— Tol 3apasuiack ocroi ot qoyepu Apuepa, — He KonieOmsch, mapupoBasia Math. — Kimagourie
TYT HU nipr yeM. Koria-HuOyap Tl MHe criacu0o ckaxelb. ['0BopIo ke, s oMoraio Tede 3a0CTPUTh
MaJKy.

— 3Haio! — BOCKJIMKHY/Ia MelKnuc, He B CWaxX CAepXaTh pa3paxeHus. — «Boiku» — 310
MIPU3PAKH, M Tl XOUEIllb HAYYUTb MEHsI ObITh CHIIBHOM, YTOOBI 51 yMesa MX OTTroHATh. Ho movyemy
Obl MHE TIPOCTO He JiepXkKaThCsl Mofabiie oT Kiaaoum? Eciv He mpuOmmkaThes K pu3pakaM, MHE
HHUYEro He Tpo3uT. Thl MOCTOSIHHO Opocaelib MeHs BOJIKaM !

— Ommbaenibesi, — MATKO OTBETHIIA MaTh. — DTH MPU3PAKH He BOJKU. [IpocTo ronoaHsie TeHn
— HUKakoro cpaBHeHusi. Ho Bosku rie-to 31ech, Melknuc, oHu Uiy T TeOst M Korga-HUOyIb HalIyT.
Mornuck, 4ToOBI K TOMY BPEMEHH CTaTh B3POCIION U CUJIbHOM.
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— Tl mpocTo XOuelb HalyraTh MeHsl, — He ycrynaia Meiknuc. ['onoc apoxar, HO Ha 3TOT pa3
He oT cTpaxa. Ot ruesa.

— Xouy! TbI cuutaenis cedst OeTHON MyUeHHUIIEH, KOTOPOM MO HOYaM JIMKYT JIMLIO MaJIeHbKUE
omyx natorie oronbku? Ho 3to Huumo. I'ne-to pspom tautes Koe-uto noxyxke. ['opasmo xyxe. Bor
Yero HaJlo OOATHCS.

— B Takom ciyuae mouemy Obl He TIOIPOCUTH MOETO OTIa TOMOYb HaM? — MeHKnuc cTynuia
Ha OMNACHYIO JIOpOry, HO 3allljla CIMIIKOM JIAJIeKO, YTOOBI IOBEpHYTh 00paTHO. — Brioch 00 3akia,
OH He OCTaBWJI Obl MeHs Ha Kjaaowuie!

— OH mocyeHuiA, K KOMY MBI MOXEM OOPaTHTBCS 32 TIOMOIIBIO, — OTBETUJIA MaTh C TOPEYBIO,
KOTOpOl MeWKIMC paHbllle B ee rojoce He Chbliaia. — 3a0y/b.

— [Mouemy? — Meiiknvic BHe3aITHO TIOHSJIA, YTO OOJIbIIIe He MOXET BHIHOCUTH B CBOCH KU3HU
HEJJOMOJIBOK. Bcero Toro, o 4em eii He TO3BOJISIIOCh TOBOPUTH U cripanmBarh. — [Touemy? [Touemy
THl MHE HHMKOTJIa HUYEro He paccKasbiBaeiib? S Oosnbiie Tede He Bepio! Thl IPOCTO XOUellb, YTOOBI
s1 HABEYHO ocTajiach ¢ ToOou! 3apnaners MHOU HaBcerga! Thl He MO3BOJISCIIL MHE BCTPETUTHCS C
OTIIOM, TIOTOMY YTO 3HAEIllb: OH 3aX04eT OBITh CO MHOM !

— Tol OHATHUSA HE WIMeellIb, OT Yero s Teds cracia! — B3opBasiach Math. — Octanbes 51 B ['pus-
xemse. ..

— I'pusxeiis. .. — moBropusa MelKIuc 1 yBuena, Kak nooneanena marb. — OH Tam xuBet? B
CTapOM JIOMe, O KOTOPOM Thl paccKa3biBaja?

Ona 3Haet Ha3Banue. Hakoner oHa 3HaeT Ha3BaHue. CTaio ObITh, MOXHO MOUCKATh oM. Komy-
TO TJIe-TO JIOJKHO OBITh U3BECTHO 3TO MECTO.

HasBanue kazanock crapbiM. JleBOUKa HUKaK HE MOIJIa MPEACTaBUTh JOM, KOTOPOMY OHO IpH-
HAJIJIeKAJI0, CJIOBHO TSKEJTBIN cepeOpUCTBIN TYMaH Jiexkal MeXy Hell ¥ ero IPeBHUMU OalllHsIMH.

— 1 He BepHyCh Ha KJlanouIIe, — moBTopriia Meiiknuc. Ee cuia Bo BOTKHYJIA KOITbE B 3eMJTIO
Y [IPUTOTOBMIIACH K HamajeHuo. — Hu 3a uto. Ecim nonpoOyerb 3actaBuTh MeHs, s coery. KisHych.
Otpiny I'pusxeiis. Haiiny otia. U HuKoria He BEpHYCh.

I'maza y MaTepu CIIOBHO OCTEKJIEHEH OT rHeBa 1 u3ymiieHus. OHa Tak ¥ He Hay4uJIach CIIpaB-
JISITBCS CO BCMBIIIKAMU HEeMOBHHOBeHMsT Meriknuc. [1oToM Bce Terio CJI0BHO CTEKJIO € ee JIUIA, Clie-
JIABIIETrOCs] XOJOAHBIM U OTUYkKJCHHBIM.

— Bern, — npouenuia oHa JiensHBIM rojgocoM. — Ecay xouenib UMEHHO 3TOro, CKaTepThio
nopora. Ho korga okakemibesi B pyKax y 3TUX JIIOfIEH, He TOBOPH, UTO s TeOsl He Tpeaynpexaana.

Marb HUKOr/Ia He ciaBajiachk. Hukorna He cMsirdasnack. Meiknvic 6pocasia BBI30B — MaTh B OTBET
MOJIHMMAaJIa CTaBKH, pazo0avalia YJIOBKU JJOUEpH U JaBuia emle cuibHee. A Meiiknuc OnedoBana,
yrpoxas cOexarb, HO, IJIsi/isl B HEYyMOJIMBIE I71a3a MaTepH, BIIEPBbIE MOAyMaJa, YTO JeUCTBUTEIBHO
MOXET MOCTYITUTh UIMEHHO TaK.

Ho 1yt marp mocmorpena uepe3 miedo MeNKIucC B CTOPOHY IJIAaBHOM YJMIIBI U 3aCThUla OT
BO3MYIIIEHHUS], BBIJIOXHYB HECKOJIBKO CJIOB. Tak THX0, 4T0 MelKNHC yI0BIIa TOJIBKO J1Ba!

— [lomsaHM HeuucToro. ..

MeiiKIuc OrIsiHy/Iach Kak pa3 BOBPeMsi, YUTOOBI yBUAETh MPOXOAUBIIIETO MUMO BBICOKOTO MYK-
YMHY B JOOPOTHOM KaM30Jie TEMHO-CHHEro CykHa. Ha Bl OH ObLT He Tak CTap, XOTsI BOJIOCH ObLIH
COBCEM CE/IbIMHU.

JleBouka 3Haza crapylo nociosuiy: «I[IoMsaHM HEYNUCTOrO, U OH TYT Kak TyT». MaTh ropopusia
0 «TeX JIosAX» — kuTensax ['pusxeiisa — v BAPYT yBHUe/Ia HE3HAKOMIIA. DTO KTO-TO U3 I'pusxeiiza?
BosmozkHO, naxe orel; MerKkmic?

Meiikuc niepexBaTuia B3I MaTepu. [ 1a3a JeBOUKM HEMCTOBO CBEPKAX BO30YKICHUEM U
TOPXKECTBOM.

— Her, — npommresna Math, 0OXBaTuB ee 00euMu pykamu. — Melkmuc!

Ho cobctBeHHOEe MMl pe3aHysio ciyx MeWKnuc, OHa ycTajaa MUPUTBCS ¢ OelamMu, TPHYUHY
KOTOPBIX TaK M He Mora 0ObsICHUTh. OHA BHIPBAJIACH U TIOMYANIACH K TJIABHOW YJIHUIIE.
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— Tel B Moruity MeHs cBefielib! — KpuKHya Matb Beel. — Meiknuc! Iocroit!

Ho Meiiknuc He nociyinana, MoToMy 4TO BAAJIEKE MasuuId CHHUI KaM30J1 U TpUBa CEIbIX
BOJIOC, Yepe3 CEeKyH/ly MCUYe3HyBIIHe 3a yriioM. [Ipomnuioe yrusiBaio ot Hee!

Omna noOpanack 0 yriia Kak pa3 BOBpeMsi, YTOObI YBUJIETh, KAK HE3HAKOMEI] PAaCTBOPHUIICS B
TOJITNIe, U TI0OeXkasa 3a HUM, XOTsI CIIbIIIANA, Kak MaTh 30BeT ee. Ho He orisiHynach, a BMECTO 3TOro
MpOJOJIKaJIa PECIe0BaTh YAAISBIIYIOCS (PUTYpPY, CHaYasIa 1o OMHOM YJHIIE, TIOTOM MO APYrou, Tpe-
Thel. HecKospKo pa3 oHa, Ka3ajoch, Tepsila ero U3 BU/A, HO TYT K€ 3aMeyasa B OTAAJIeHUU KOIHY
CeIbIX BOJIOC.

Meiiknuc He caBaiach, Jaxe Korga oOHapyXuia, 9to OeXHUT Mo orpoMHOMY JIOHIOHCKOMY
Mocty nipssMo B CayTyapk. 31aHust I0 00€MM CTOPOHAM YJIHIIBI CTAHOBHIIUCH Bce Oosee yOOrumH,
a 3arnaxu Oosee 3arxjabiMu. OHa CIblIaga CMeX, JOHOCUBIIUICSA U3 MPUOPEKHBIX KaOaKoB, pyra-
TEJIbCTBA M CKpHII Becell ¢ peku. Haunnano temuers. CoMHIIE MOYTH CITYCTHIIOCH 32 TOpU30HT. Heo
MOTYCKHEJIO JI0 OTTEHKa OKpalleHHoro ojoBa. Ho, HecMoTpst Ha 3To, Ha yauIax ObLJI0 HEOOBIYAIHO
MHOTo Jtofei. OHH MyTaaKCh MO HOTaMHU, 3arOpakuBaJIv CEI0T0 MYKUHHY.

Jlvis Korja ynuiia BeITUTIOHYIa MelKrc Ha O0JTBIIoe OTKPBITOE MPOCTPAHCTBO, OHA OCTAHO-
BWJIACh, BHE3AITHO UCITYTaBIIUCh. [1og HoramMu pocia TpaBa, 1 MelKIMc MOoHsIIA, YTO OKa3ajlach Ha
kpato Cenr-Jxopmx-Punnz?. Bokpyr Oypiuia Mpadsasi, iyMHasi ToJma. TOIBKO roJIOBbI OTYETIMBO
BBIJISJISUTICH HA (DOHE TEMHEIOIIEro Heoda.

JleBouKa He MOIJIa OIPe/IeIUTb, HACKOIBKO JaJIeKO MPOTSIHY/IACh JIIOCKas Macca: MoJHNMaB-
IIUXCSL U3 Hee TOJIOCOB, Ka3aloch, ObLM COTHU. U Bce Mykckue. Hukakux ciieoB ceforo Hes3Ha-
KOMIIa.

3azpixasich, MENKITUC OrIsIbIBAIACh TI0 CTOPOHAM, CO3HABAsl, YTO MPUBJIEKAET MPUCTAIIbHBIE,
TMOOOIBITHBIE B3JIsI/IBL. XOTs ee ofexka Oblia U3 MPOCTOM AEIIEBOM IIEPCTH U MOJIOTHA, BCE e IIeH-
HBII TUIATOK M Yeriel ObLTM YUCTBIMU U IPUJIMYHBIMH, a 371€Ch 9TOr0O OBUIO JOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI IIPH-
BJIeYb BHUMAaHUE.

— IlpuBer, kpomka! — OKJIMKHY/A OfiHA U3 TeMHBIX (uryp. — [Ipuiia moaxJIeCTHYTh Halle
MY3KECTBO, BEpHO?

— He-a, — mporsaHyn apyroii. — Thl 3/1ech, 4TOOBI MapIIMpPOBaTh C HaMH, TaK Belb, MUCC?
Mosxenib, Kak MIOTIAHACKUE JIeOH, MIBHIPATLCSA B yOmoakoB Tabyperkamu! ITokaxu-ka HaM CBOIO
IIPaByIo pyKy!

Heckombko 4enoBek OrmyIUTeNIbHO paccMesuiuch, 1 MEHKITUC OIIyTHIa HEKYI0 OMacHOCTh B
UX TO[/IPa3HUBAHUY.

— Ha 310 Hukak gouyka Maprapet JlaiiTyT? — HEOKUIAHHO pa3faics MOJIOIOM rojoc. Bris-
AEBIIMCh B TEMHOTY, MEWKIUC eJjBa pa3inymiia 3HAKOMOE JIUIIO KUBIIETO MO COCE/ICTBY YeThIPHA-
ALATUAJIETHEro oaMacTepbs TKavya. — UTo Thl 371eCh Jesaenib?

— 3abnyauiack, — OCTENTHO 00bsicHUIa Meliknuc. — Yto mporcxoaur?

— MpI BbIIIITH Ha 0XOTY! — B m1a3ax y mogmactepbsi MOsIBUJICS HEUCTOBBIH, SPOCTHBIN OJIeCK. —
3aroHuM craporo JiMca Yuibsma, apxuenuckona Jloaa!

Me¥iKIuc crbliaia 3To UMs COTHU pa3 — JIojia MPOKJIMHAIM KaK OJHOTO U3 TPEXOBHBIX COBET-
HHUKOB KOPOJISL.

— MBplI Bcero b coOMpaeMcsi MOWTH TIOCTYYaThCsl eMy B ABEPb, 10310poBaThesi. Kak nqoGpeie
cocenu. — OH B3BeCHJI HA pyKe AyOMHKY M C CUJION IUISTTHYJI €lo 10 JIAJOHH, He Haxons cebe MecTa
OT BO3OYKJICHUSI.

CJIMILIKOM IMO3JHO Jorajajiach MelKnuc 00 UICTUHHOM 3HAYEHUH JIMCTKOB. B HUX 00BABIISUIOCH
0 60BIIOM coOpaHnu HeloBONBbHBIX Ha CeHt-Ilxopmk-Punis.

Koraa rma3za Meiiknvic NMpUBBIKIM K TEMHOTE, OHA TIOHSUIA, YTO 3/1eCh MOJHO MOAMACTEPUI U
BCE MPHUHECTM UMITPOBU3MPOBAHHOE OPYXHUE: MOJIOTKH, TTAJIKK OT MeTeN, KOUepru v JOCKH — C Oue-

3 Cent-Ixopmx-dunns — knagouiue npu tepksu Cesitoro ['eoprust.
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BU/IHBIM HaMEpEeHHEM ITyCTUTh Bce 3TO B xof. Cyasi 0 CBUPENON BECeJOCTH, OHU ObUTH CEpbe3HO
HACTPOEHBI ¥ MIOJIHBI PEIIMMOCTH BBIBOJIOUB IIOPOK U3 ABOPLIA U PACKOIOTUTH ero kopoHny. Ho Melik-
MUC BUJE/IA B MIX CBEPKAIONIMX TJIa3aX, YTO 3TO OBUIO ellle U UTPOM, KPOBABOUM UT'POM, BPOJIE TPaBIU
Me/IBe .

— MHe HyXHO TOMOH, — Hauajia MelKnuc, HO CJI0Ba MMeU rOpbKUil mpuBKyc. OHa noTtepsijia
eIMHCTBEHHBIN ITIaHC OOJIBIIe Y3HATh O CBOEM IPOIILJIOM, HO YTO, €CJIU MPU STOM MOoTepsiia U AoM?
Marpb pacrnio3Haja ee yJI0BKH, TOTOMY U MpeIokuiIa coexarb, a MEHKINC Tak ¥ MOCTYIUIIA.

[NonmacTepbe HaXMYPUJICS ¥ TIPUTTOJHSIICS HA IBIMOYKHY, OOIIApUBast B3JISAOM TOIy. Melk-
ITUC [I0CJIEA0BAJIA €70 IPUMEPY, NIBITASCh UTO-TO PACCMOTPETh, HO OKA3aJI0Ch, YTO JI0POra, IO KOTOPO
oHa mpubexaa ciojia, yxe 3arpyxkeHa JIOACKAM IMOTOKOM, BauBaBIMMCcs Ha CeHT-xopmk-Puns.

— Jlepxuch psooM, — BCTPEBOKEHHO BeJlesl MoaMacTepbe, Korja ToJIa CTajla IpOaBUraThCs
BIlepe/], MO/IXBAaTHB UX CBOMM TedeHreM. — Co MHOI TeOe HIUEero He TPO3UT.

Meiiknuc ObIJIO TPYAHO Pa3ryIsfieTh YTO-TO 32 MACCOW BBICOKMX MYKUHMH, HO IO Mepe TOro,
Kak TOJIa YHOCKJIA ee 3a cOOOM, BOMHCTBEHHbIE KPUKH, CMEX U IpyOble IIyTOYKH CTAHOBUJIUCH BCE
rpomMye, CHIMAINCh OTOBCIOAY ApMUsI TIOOMACTEpUI Kazaiach OecurcieHHoW. HeynquBuTeabHO, 4To
OHM TaK YBEpPEHBI, TaK TMOJHbI PEIIUMOCTHU JTOOUTHCS LesH !

— Meiiknuc! I'ne T1?

OKJIMK OYTH MOIJIOTUJT ONJTYIIUTENNbHBIN peB, HO MelKIuUC ycbliaia. 9To rojoc MaTepu, OHa
yBepeHa! MaTpb nobe:xana 3a Heil ¥ Ternepb yBsi3ja B TOJIIE, IIe-TO C3a/IH.

— Ma! — orksmkHynach Meuknuc, XOTs ToJIa HEYMOJIMMO Tallliiia €€ BIepe.

— Bor oH, JlamOeTckuii 1Bopelnr! — KpUKHYJI KTO-TO Briepeau. — Ml B OkHax cBeT ropur!

MeiiKuc CHOBa ONIYyTWJIA PEYHOM 3arax M yBUAENA BIEpeau, Ha Oepery, OrpoMHOE 3[aHue
C BBICOKMMHM KBaJpaTHBIMU OAIIIHSIMU, PE3KO OuepUYeHHbIe 3yOIbl KOTOPHIX BITUBAJIKCH B BeuepHee
HeO0o.

I'ne-To Bniepeu, U3 ronoBbl TOIIBL, PA3JAIKCh IPOCTHBIE KPUKU cHOPUBIIMX. OCTaJIbHBIX OXBa-
TWJIO JIMXOPAJOYHOE, HEYCTOIUMBOE HANPsIKEHUE.

— INoBopauuBaiTe Ha3aj! — mporpemes 4eu-To royoc. — Pacxogurech 1o gomam!

— Yro tam Briepeau? — TpedOBATEIHHO CITPAIIMBAIIN CTOSIBIIIUE C3a/1U.

Cpaszy ke 10 HUX JI0JIeTeI C JECATOK Pa3IMYHbIX OTBETOB. KTO-TO yTBEpXk 1as1, 4TO 3TO CONIATH,
KTO-TO — YTO 3TO JIIOIM KOPOJIsl, & HEKOTOPbIe ObLITM YBEPEHBI, YTO ITO CaM apXHUETTUCKOIL.

— Jla 3aTKHUTECh Bbl! — MPOKPUYA HAKOHEI] KaKOi-TO moamacrepbe. — BoiTamure Ha ynuity
Jluca YunbsiMa — U Mbl pa3HeceM JIBep U MOMPUBETCTBYEM BCIO IIANKY BO jABopiie!

Tonmna oTBETUIa TPOMOBBIM PEBOM, U JIOU CTAJIM SPOCTHO MPOTaJIKUBaThes Biepea. Kiouok
HeOa HaJl MelKnuc ckajcs U ycox, KOra ee CTeCHWIM OoJiee MacCUBHBIE CITyTHUKH. Briepeau citbl-
IIJTUCh OOEBbIE KJIMYM, BOIUIM U PHIK JEPYIIUXCS.

— PasHocure 1Bepu! — BHIKpUKHYJI OfuH. — Tatute jgombi!

— belite cBeTUIbHUKM! — BTOPWJT APYTOM.

Korma mporpemen nepBblii BeicTpest, MeHKIIC MOKa3aaoch, YTO KTO-TO YPOHWIT Ha OYJIbDKHUKA
YTO-TO TSIKENOE. 3a NEPBBIM BBICTPEJIOM I1OCJIEJ0BA BTOPOM, TPETHUH. ..

Tonmna BckosbixHyIack. KTo-To nogaiics Hazaj, KTO-TO pUHYJIcs Bepel. MelKknuc noiyyuia
KOJICHOM B JKHBOT, a B IJ1a3 €l HeYastTHHO TKHYJIM TyOUHKOM.

— Ma!

Jlionu BOoKpyr MeWKITC 3aMeTannch, HO OHa YHOPHO MpoOupanach yepe3 TOJIY, Ha 3BYKH
MaTEpPUHCKOI'0 royoca:

— 91 3mecn!

Briepeny KTo-TO BCKPUKHYJI — pE3KMid, KOPOTKMIl 3BYK, — U MelKnuc cHayasia He MOHsIA,
KTO KprunT. OHa HUKOT/Ia paHblllie He CIIblIaga MaTepuHCKOro Kpuka. Ho, mpoTonkHyBImch Onmke,
yBUJIENA KEHIIMHY, JISKaBIIylo Ha 3emyie y cteHbl. Crenasi, o0e3yMeBIlas TOMa marajia mpsmo 1o
Hell.
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— Ma!

C momoIpio 10Yepu MaTh C TPYAOM TOIHsIach Ha Horu. OHa ObLIa TeTesbHO-O0JIeTHON, U
Meiiknuc i1axe B TEMHOTE YBHUjIEIa YepHble CTPYMKHM KPOBHU, TION3YIIHME IO JIeBOM Iieke. Kaxkaplii
1iar aBayicsi e ¢ Tpyaom. OauH 171a3 ObUT 3aKPBIT, a IpaBasi pyKa HEJIOBKO Jeprajiach.

— 51 otBeny Tebs1 JoMoi, — rporenTana Meiknuc nepecoximmu rydamu. — [Ipoctu, ma. Mue
TaK KaJb.

Heckombko MrHOBEHMI MaTh HEBHISIIIE CMOTpesia Ha MelKIic, CII0BHO He OHMUMAas], KTO 3TO.
Ho Bapyr ee U110 HapsTIOCh U MCKA3UIIOCh.

— Her! — xpuro 3aBornmia oHa W, BRIOPOCHB BIIEpes PyKY, yaapuia MelKmnuc mo Juiy u
ortosikHy/a. — He mogxomau ko mue! IlpoBanusaii! ITpoBanusaii!..

Meiikmuc, IOTepsiB paBHOBECHE, yraja, MpaBa yCIeB YBUAETD JIMI0 MaTepH, 3aCTHIBIIEE B
SIPOCTU ¥ OTYASIHUM, HO TYT e MOTyYria MMHOK B JIUIIO, OT KOTOPOTO IO JIUILY 3aCTPYUIIUCH CIIE3bI.
Kt0-TO HacTynui eii Ha HMKOJIOTKY.

— T'oToBbTECH! — pa3nasics rpoMkuil Boruib. — Uayt!

CHOBa MporpeMeITu BHICTPESIbl, CJIOBHO B3PHIBAIUCH 3BE3IbI.

BHesarHo cuibHBIE pyKH MOAXBATHIIN MENKITUC 32 MOAMBIIIKY U TOAHSIIHA C 3eMJIU. BicOKmit
nozMacTepbe OecliepeMOHHO MEPEKUHYJT €€ uepes IJIeU0 U YHEC ¢ NepeIHel IMHUH, XOTsI OHa COIpo-
THBJISLJIaCh M 3BaJla MaTh. B Havase nepeysika oH cOpOocuII ee ¢ IJieya.

— beru nomoit! — 3aopan oH Ha MeUKIUC, MOKpPacHEeB OT T'HEBAa, 4 CaM C BBICOKO MOAHSITHIM
MOJIOTOM PUHYJICS Ha3al, B CBAJIKY.

Oma Tak ¥ He y3Has1a, KeM ObUI TOT MapeHb U YTO C HUM CITydusiock. U Gosnbllie He BUIeaa MaTh
KHUBOM.

Teno Mapraper Hanu yke IOCJIE TOrO, KaKk BOCCTAaBIIMX BBIHYAWIM OTCTYNMUTh. Tak u
OCTaJIOCh HEM3BECTHBIM, KTO HaHEC CMEpTeJIbHBIA ynap. Bo3MOKHO, HEBOJIBHBIN yOUIAIIA CITUIIIKOM
CUJIbHO, He OOEPHYBILHCH, 3aMaXHYJICSI KOUEProi, a MOKET, BCeMy BHMHOW ObLT CITy4YallHBIA MMHOK B
TOJIOBY MOAOMTHIM I'BO3/SIMH CAIIOTOM, WJIM OHA Tiajia )KepTBOM MIAJIBHON ITyJH.

Meiikuc He 3HajIa ¥ 3HAaTh He XOoTena. MsTex yourn Math, 1 9T0 MeWKIuC npuBena ee Croja.
Bo Bcem BuHOBaTa OHa.

A mpuxo)aHe, OXOTHO MOKYIaBIIME KPYKEBO U BBIIIMBKY MaTepH, PELLIMIIU, YTO UX JAparoleH-
HBII 1IEPKOBHBIN IBOP — HE MECTO ISl KEHIIMHBI ¢ BHEOpaYHBIM peOeHKOM. CBSAIIEHHHK, YTO ObLT
TaKUM JOOPBIM TPH BCTpEYax, Terepsb, CTosI 3a Kadeapon, o0bsiBui, yro Mapraper JlaitdgyT He BOH-
JET B YUCJIO CIIaCEHHBIX.

Marb OXOPOHUJIM B HEOCBSIIIEHHOH 3emJie Ha Kpato 6osot [orutapa, Ha mycrorm, 3apociieit
KOJIIOUEH €XEBUKOW M PaaylIHO MPUHUMABIIEN TOJIBKO BETEp, MTHIL JIa JIIOJeH, KOTOPHIM €CTh UTO
CKpbIBaTh, Kak Mapraper JlaiiTdyT.
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I'naBa 3

«Tol cBEIEIIb MEHSI B MOTHITY».

Meiikuc HUKaK He Morjia 3a0bITh cI0B Matepr. OHU CTaM ee Hepa3IyYHbIMUA CITyTHUKAMHU
C pacceTa 10 no3aHel Houn. OHa Bce BpeMsl MpeCTaBiIsiia, Kak MaTh MMPOM3HOCUT HX, HO Terepb
Y€ POBHBIM, XOJIOJJHHIM TOHOM.

«51 yomna ee, — nymana Meiikmuc. — YOexasia, a OHa Tocjie[oBajia 32 MHOW B OITACHOE MeCTO.
Bo Bcem BuHOBaTA 51, ¥ MIepesi CMEPTHIO OHA BO3HEHABH/IEIA MEHSI 32 9TO».

Meiikuc gymana, 4yTo Terepb el MO3BOJIAT CHaTh B OHOM MOCTENU C MaJICHPKUMU Ky3€HaMH,
HO €l MOo-TIpeKHEMY MPUXOIUIIOCH TOBOJBbCTBOBATHCS TIO(SKOM, KOTOPBI OHA JIeNIIa C MaTephblo.
Bo3MoXkHO, Bce YyBCTBOBAIM, UYTO OHA YOMIIIIa. A MOXET, TeTs U A/ MPOCTO HE 3HAJM, UTO C He
aenatb, 0COOEHHO Tereph, Koraa 0oJblile He ObUIO KPYKEB Ha MPOJaxKy, YTOOBI OILIATUTH €y U KPOB.

Ona Obuta ofMHOKA. MaThb 1 104Yb OBUTH CJIOBHO OTTOPOKEHBI OT BCEX YACTOKOJIOM, a Terepb OH
OKPpY’KaJl TOJIbKO JIEBOUKY, OTCEKasi OT OCTAJIbHOIO MUPA.

Bce B 1ome Monmuch Kak 0OBIYHO, JOOABIIsISI JOMOMHUTEIbHYIO MOIUTBY 3a MaTh. Ho Meiik-
nc oOHapykuja, 4To OOJbIle He MOXKET MOJIMTLCS TaK, Kak ee y4uiu, oOHaxas aymry nepen [oc-
nogom. OHa MbITaJIack, HO ee, Ka3ajaoch, MepernoHsIa HeUCToBas, Oenas, Kak OKTIOpbCcKoe HeOo,
MYCTOTa, KOTOPYI0O HEBO3MOKXHO 00jedb B cioBa. OHa omacanach, YTO OKOHYATENBHO JIMIIMIIACH
AYIIN.

Ha Bropyio HOub OTMIHOUYECTBA B KOMHATYIIIKE MEHKIHC MOnmpoOoBasia CUIION OTKPHITh K PBIIIKY
AYILH, TO71 KOTOPOH KITyOWJIMCh YyBCTBA. 3acTaBuiia ceOsi MOJIUTLCS O MPOIICHUH, 32 AyIly MaTepH
¥ CBOI0. 3aKOHUMJIOCh TEM, UTO OHA 3aTpsICach, Kak B 03HoOe. Ho He oT xomona — ot crpaxa, uro bor
CITyIIIAJI €€ C JIASHON HEYyMOJMMOM SIPOCTBIO, 3arJIsi/IbIBast B KAK/IBIH MPOTHUBIIMIA YTOMIOK Kymmm. U
OJIHOBPEMEHHO cTpalmiack, 4to OH BooOIe He CIyIaeT, HUKOrJa He CIIyIIad ¥ BIpeab CIyIIaTh
HE CTaHeT.

Ito ycuaure BeIMOTao ee. [lotom oHa 3acHyna.

Tyk. Tyk-Tyk.

Meiiknuc oTkpbuia riaza. OHa 3aMep3iia, IOTOMY 4YTO OblIa OfIHA B TOCTENH, U TeHepb YyKe
HE CYKIEHO NPWXaThCs K MAaTEPUHCKOHN CIHMHE, YTOOBI COrpeThcsi. B HEMmporisiiHON ThMe TOTeps
Ka3aJach COBEPIIEHHO Oe3MEPHOM.

TyK-TyK-TyK.

CTyK JOHOCHJICSI CO CTOPOHBI CTaBeH. BO3MOXKHO, OHU MPOCTO HETIOTHO 3aKpBITHL. Eciu Tak,
TO OyayT Apede3xaTh BCIO HOUb, HE 1aBasi yCHYTb.

MeiiKIuc HEOXOTHO TOHSIACh U OIIYTIbIO MpoOpaachk K okHy. CBeua He MOHAI00MIach: OHA
CJIMIIIKOM XOPOIIO 3Haja Jopory. JleBouka morporaia 3aaBuxKy. 3akpbita. Ho BIpyr modyBcTBO-
BaJIa MaJbI[AMHU JIPOXKb, CIIOBHO KTO-TO TMOJI OKHOM TMOCTy4aJl CHOBa. M3-3a JepeBSHHBIX JIOIIEYEK
JOHECCS LITyM, TaKOM TUXUI U CIABJICHHBIH, YTO Ka3ajcs He Oojee YeM IIEKOTKOM B yXe, HO 3By4Yal
KaK 4eJI0BEYEeCKHUH roJIoc, ¥ B TOHE ObUIO YTO-TO MyTaoiie 3Hakomoe. OT yxaca BOJIOCKH Ha 3aThIJIKe
Me¥KIuc BCTaM IHI00M.

Bot oH cHOBa, MpUIYIIEHHBIN BCXJUI IO APYTyI0 CTOPOHY CTaBeH. EJMHCTBEHHOE CIIOBO.
«Meuknuc».

MeWKIuC TIIETHO Cpakajiach C COTHEHM KOIIMApOB, YTOOBI IepKaTh CTABHU CHA 3aKPBITHIMU U
HE JaTh 00e3yMEeBIIMM MpHU3paKaM BOPBAThCS M HAmacTh Ha Hee. [Ipu 5TOM BOCIIOMHUHAHMU Y Hee
3apOXaTy PyKH, HO MAJBIIBI MO-TIPEXHEMY JIeKaId Ha 3a/IBUKKe. «MepTBelbl MogoOHbI YTOIIEH-
HUKaM», — TOBOpHJIA MaTh. MeUKIUC MpecTaBuia, Kak MaTh TOHET B HOYHOM BO3ZyXe, MEJIEHHO
KOJIBILIIETCSI, YEPHBIE BOJIOCH Pa3MeTaMCh... BooOpasuiia ee OECIIOMOITHON, OJMHOKOM, OTYasTHHO
MIBITAIOIIEHCS 32 YTO-HUOY/Ib YIIETIUTHCS.
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— 4 3mech, — rpOMKO TpoIienTaia oHa. — 7o 51, Meukmuc.

Omna npuxkanach yXOM K CTaBHE M Ha 3TOT pa3, Ka3aJochk, CymMesa pa3o0parh CJIOBa MPUTITYIIEH-
HOT'O OTBeTA!

— Briyctu MeHs.

KpoBb y Meikmuc 3acThiia, HO OHa BeJiesia ceOe He Mmyrathesi. MaTh BOBCE He TaKas, Kak Jpyrue
MeptBerpl. OHa apyras. Yro Osl HU ka0 MeRKIMC 3a CTaBHSIMH, 3TO BCe paBHO MaTh. MeUKmvc
HE MOXET TIOKUHYTh €e... CHOBA MIOKUHYTh.

Omna oToIBUHY/IA 32/IBUKKY U OTKPbUIA CTABHU. 32 OKHOM, B YTOJIbHO-UYEpHOM HeOe, OOIeCKH-
BaJIM peKue TYCKJIble 3Be3/1bl. ChIpoii BeTep MpocaurBajcs B KOMHATY, IIIeKoYa KOXKY, KOTOpast cpasy
MOKPbUIACh MypalikaMu. I pyJb CTHCHY/1a yBEpPEHHOCTh, YTO BMECTE C BETPOM B KOMHATY BOIILIO YTO-
To eme. ThMa proOpea HOBYIO TEKCTYPY, U Oosibilie MeRKIIC He Oblia OJIMHOKA.

JKyTKuii cTpax BHE3aIHO OBJIAIEN €10, MEeIasiCh C YyBCTBOM, UTO OHA COBEPILIIIA HEYTO HEMo-
npaBuMoe. Koxy MOKaiblBaio, U IEBOYKA CHOBA OLIYTHUJIa 3HAKOMYIO INEKOTKY May4YbhX HOXKEK B
Mo3ry. HepermmrenbHoe kacanue MepTBbix. OHa OTIIPSHY/IA OT OKHA U TIOMBITAIACh YKPENUTh MbIC-
JeHHyo 3amuTy. Ho cromnno nomgymars o MaTepy, ¥ Bce 3aKJIMHAHWSI CTAHOBMIIMCH TAKMMU Xke Oec-
TOJIe3HBIMU, KaK JeTCKUE CUUTAIIKH.

MeWKnuc Kpernko 3akMypriIach, Aepka B MaMATH JIMIIO MaTepy B Ty TIEPBYIO HOUYb B YaCOBHE.
CrpaHHOe, HEYMOJIMMOE CO3[JaHMe C HETTPOHUIIAEMBIM, 3aCTHIBIINM JIHIIOM. I1lefo oBesiio easiHpIM
CKBO3HSIKOM — JIBIXaHHE 4ero-To 0e3apixanHoro. CHOBa YTO-TO MOIIEKOTAJIO JIMIO U YXO — JOJIKHO
OBbITh, BHIOMBIIIASICS TIPSIH BOJIOC. JleBoUKa 3amepiia, 4acTo, HerTyOOKO JbIIIA.

Otsetui rosoc. [louru ronoc. PacnnapineHHasi MelliaHMHA 3BYKOB — CIIOHSIBOTO OOPMOTaHUS
U/IMOTA, JIOMAHBIX, PACIUIBIBAIOIIUXCS, TIONOOHO SIMYHOMY OelKy, coriacHbix. OH 3ByYas y camoro
yxa. BepHee ckazars, 3ygen. [1aza y Meliknuc pacniaxayiuch. Bot! Bot ono! Ilepen rmazamu Bo3-
HUKJIO KOJIEOJTIOIIeecs, Cepoe, Kak KPbLTbs MOJIH, HCKaKeHHOe JIUII0. BMecTo a3 ipipsl. POT mmmpoko
PACKPBIT, YEITIOCTh OTBUCIIA, KAXKETCs, [0 MOJ1a, CJIOBHO MEPTBELl KPHUMUT.

Meiiknvic OTIIATHY/Iach W, He TIOMHsI ceOsl, CTajla OTCTYyIaTh, TIOKa He MPUKaaach CIIMHON K
crere. CMoTpesna, CMOTpeJia HEOTPBIBHO, JKeJlasi OIMOUTHCS, Take KOT/Ia MEPTBEll sKaJHO OTSIHYJICS
K ee I71a3aM COTKaHHbIMHU M3 AbiMa nasbiiamMu. OHa ycrena B MOCIEAHUI MOMEHT 3aKMYPUThCS U
OIIyTHJIa XOJIOJHOE MPUKOCHOBEHHE K BeKam. 1o Koimap. BeceMy BUHOM ee KOIIMaphbl, HO cervac
HAJICK bl IPOCHYTHCS HET.

Oma 3aTKHyJsa yIIIM, HO CJIMIIIKOM MEJIEHHO U ycTiesia pa3o0parh Mmyraolnue 3ByKu: «Bmyctu
MeHs. .. Briyctu MeHs. .. Me#knuc, BIycTH MeHs. ..» [ooc mpodupaiics B pa3yMm, 4epe3 Bce JJUHUU
oboponsl. Harren mesnu, npojenaHHble evYasibio, TI0OOBBI0 U BOCTIOMUHAHHUSIMH, U CTAJl pa3iupaTh
MX JKeCTOKUMHU, HeTepIeTUBBIMY MajibliaMmu. OTphIBaJl KyCOUKHU OT CEp/lIa U PACCyKa, TPOCaYnBasiCh
Bce ryOxke. OH 3HAI, KAK MUHOBAThH JTIOOYIO 3aIIUTYy. 3HAJ JOPOTY K MATKOU, O€33alUTHON cep-
IICBUHE.

Ho Meiiknuc ¢ yxacom conpoTusisiiack. HencroBo, Bcemu cunamu pasyma HaOpocuiach Ha
TYMaHHYIO MSITKOCTb CYIIECTBa, Kajleya U pa3pbiBasi ee, YyBCTBYs ero BoruiM. Pactep3anHble Oec-
IUIOTHBIE KJIOUBSI OECIIOMOIITHO M3BUBAUCH, MMOJOOHO pa3pe3aHHBIM YEepPBSM, U MBITAINCH TIPOHUK-
HYTb eii B qymry. CyImmecTBo 60posiock, HETUIsUIOCh U aparnaiock. He B cuiax mpou3HeCTH HU CJIOBa,
OHO TOJIBKO CKYJIJIO M KaJIOOHO BBUIO.

Meiiknuc He coOMpanack CHOBa OTKphIBaTh I1a3a. Ho Bee ke oTkpbita. Ha kparyvaiiimee Mryo-
BeHue. B camoM koHile. I moToMy yBHJEIIa, 4TO CTAJIO C JIMLIOM, U 3TO CAeaja ¢ HUM OHa. B Hem
OBLT CTpax, a MacTb KPUBWJIACH B KAJIKOM MOA0OMH HEHABUCTH. VICKaKeHHbIE, NCUE3aI0IIe YePTh —
TPYIHO OBUIO Ha3BaTh 3TO JUILIOM. M Bce ke 3To Obla MaTh.

Meiiknuc B OecriaMsITCTBE Kpuyania, Kpudaia, Kpudana. OuHyjsach OHa Ha MOy, MHTasi OT
OBIOIIIETO B IJIa3a CBETa TOHKOHM CBEYM, KOTOpYIO Aepxkaia TeTka. CeMelcTBO Crpyauioch BOKpYT,
cHenaemoe Boripocamu. CTaBHsI OblJTa OTKUHYTA U C JIETKUM CTYKOM TIOKQuMBAJIach Ha BETPY.
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Terka ckazana, yTo MeHKITUC, TOJKHO ObITh, YIajla ¢ KpOBaTH, KOT/ia € MPUCHUIICS KoImap.
Meiiknvic X0TesIoch, YTOObI OHA OKa3asiachk mpaBa! KoHeuHo, 3T0 He 0cOOeHHO 000APSIIO, BeIb MPH-
3paku, BOIOIOIIIME C Hel B KOIIMapax, Mopoi ObIBaaM BroHE peaibHbiMUA. Ho, noxanyiicra, Boxe,
TOJIBKO HE 3TOT MpHU3pakK. ITOT He MOT HAMacTh Ha Hee, U MEHKITUC He MOIJIa Pa3sopBaTh €ro B KJIOUbSI.
Cama MbICIIb 00 3TOM OblJIa HEBLIHOCUMOH.

To ObUT TOJIBKO COH — MEHKNKC B OTYasTHUM TIETUISIIACH 32 3TY MBICTTb.

Bcero Heemo crycTs MO CIYXW O HAIIECTBUM MPU3PAKOB Ha OooTax. ['oBopwIv, 9YT0 OHU
HACEJISAIOT CaMblid 3a0POITIEHHBIN YTOJIOK: CJIMIITKOM TUHUCTBIN, YTOOBI TTACTH TaM CKOT, HCYEePUCHHBIN
TOIKUMHU, ONTACHBIMU TPOITUHKAMU.

Kakoe-To HeBUAMMOE CYyIIECTBO HAIyrajio OpOASYero TOProBiia, KOrjga JOMHJIOCH CKBO3b
KaMBIIIIH, OCTaBJIsAs 32 COOON HEPOBHYIO JIOPOKKY. MecCTHBIE I'pau MOKWHYJIM THe3/1a, a BOJOILIa-
BalOIIIMe MTHIIBI Iepedpatnch B Apyrue Oonota. Benen 3a TeM Ha OCTOSUIIBIN ABOP «AHTeN», I0THUB-
HIUICS MEKIY TOPOJIOM U 3apOCIsSIMUA TPOCTHUKA, CTAJIA 3aXaKUBATh HE TOJIBKO MATPOCHI.

— Jlyx mineHusi, — Ha3Bajia ero TeTka. — [oBopsT, OH sIBJISIETCS Ha 3aKare.

HewsBectHoe co3maHWe KpyIIWIO BCE MOAPS, CJIOMAJIO JBEPh W 1O TMOTYCMEPTH H30HJIO
KaKoro-To cujava.

Meiiknvic ObUIa €JMHCTBEHHOMW, KTO CIIyIIAJ 3TU UCTOPUM C OOIE3HEHHBIM YKOJIOM HAaJe K Ibl
¥ OJIHOBPEMEHHO CTpaxoM. Mormia mMatepy HaXoAWjach Ha Kpaw OOJIOT, He TaK yX JAJIEKO OT
«AHrena». M XOTs IeBOYKY OXBATHIBAJI YKac MPU MBICJIH, UTO TAe-TO OyHCTBYyeT 00e3yMEBIINN TyX
MaTepu, HO, BRIXOJWT, MEHNKITUC He pa3opBasia ero B KJioubs. OTpagHO CO3HABATH, UYTO OHA HE YOuIa
MaTh BO BTOpPOU pa3s.

— 41 nomxHa HaiiTu ee, — TBepaAUIa cebe MeUKmuc, XOTS TPU MBICTH 00 9TOM €l CTaHOBUJIOCh
10X0. — f momkHa moroBoputh ¢ Hell. CnacTu.

Cpenu nprxoXkaH HEepKBH, B KOTOPYIO Xoauiaa Melknuc, He ObUIO 3aBceraaras « AHresa», eciiu
HE CUMTaTh CTaporo YujbsiMa B Mepuoibl ero rpexonaaeHuit. Korma tor mpuxonus 1oMol B MOA-
MMUTHH, CBAMICHHUK OOJIMYAJ €ro B MPOMOBEASAX M MPOCKI BCEX IMOMOYb BEpHYTh OC/IHSATY Ha IMyTh
VCTUHHBIA U MOJIUTHCS 32 TPEIIHUKA.

MeiKIuc ¢ YyBCTBOM HEJIOBKOCTH MOOpesa M0 U3PE3aHHOM KOJIESIMH JIOpOre Ha MOCTOSUIBIN
JBOp, Tajasi, He OOBUHAT JIM ee B MbSIHCTBE B ONMKaiiiliee ke BOCKpeceHbe. KaMeHHbIe cTpoeHus
«AHTeNa» BBHICTPOWIIUCH M3JIOMAHHOW JIMHUEH, CJIOBHO OOHMMasi MaJIeHbKUIA JBOp. [ py3Has xeH-
IIMHA C MACCUBHBIM MOAOOPOIKOM, B IPS3HOM MOJIOTHSHOM Yerlie, MOAMETaNa KPbUIbLIO, HO, YCITbI-
maB maru Meukmnuc, nmogHsijia rojaosy.

— IMpuser, kykoska! ITpumia orsectu nomoin oria? Kro on?

— Her... g Xouy y3HaTh O IPUBUACHUM.

JKenmyHa, Kak OyaToO HE YIUBUBIIKCH, KOPOTKO, JEJIOBUTO KUBHYJIA.

— Ecm xoueris mocMOTpeTh, KYITU KPYKKY 4ero-HHOYIb.

Meiiknuc nocieoBaga 3a Hed B TEMHOE MOMEILIEHUE U, Tep3asiCh YIPhI3EHUSIMU COBECTH,
BBUIOKMJIA MOHETY M3 TETKMHBIX JICHET 3a KPYXKKY NHBa rnocnadee. ToIbKO 1mocie 3Toro ee BhIBEH
yepes 3aJHIOI0 ABEpPb.

3a MOCTOSUIBIM IBOPOM TSIHYJICS TOKPBITBIN ONMUJIKAMH yYacTOK I'oJIof 3emuin. MerKknuc npej-
TMOJIOXKUJIA, YTO UMEHHO 371€Ch Pa3BJIEKATMCh TOCTH TIOCTOSIIOTO ABOPA, OCOOEHHO KOT/1a Hapoyia coOu-
PaJIoCh JI0OCTaTOYHO, YTOOBI KaK CJeAyeT TIOBECEIUThCS M TMOIa3eTh Ha OOPUTHIX OOKCEPOB, IpaB-
IIMXCSl HA KyJakax, MeTyIMHble O0M M TpaBMo OApCyKOB, a TaKKe MpenaThCsi MeHee KPOBaBbIM
3aHATUSAM: METAHUIO KOJIE B LIeJIb, KEIVISIM WK Urpe B 1apsl. [loBciony Ha 3emiie BUIHEIUCh TEMHbIE
IATHA OT 15 WK KpoBU. YyTh MojAasblIe CTOsIa HU3Kasl Orpaja ¢ repesiasoM, a 3a Hell TAHYJIUCh
MUTA OOJIOT: KOJIeOJIeMbIii BETPOM, MATKO MOOIECKMBABIINN B CBETE TIO3HETO JHS TPOCTHUKOBBIN
Jec.

20



®. Xapounr. «/leBouka ¢ MeIBEKBUM CEPIALIEM»

— Ioitnem! Barsinu Ha 310!

JKenmuHa, Ka3anochk, UCIBIThIBAJIA IPO(ECCUOHAIBHYIO TOPIOCTb, AEMOHCTpUpYsl Meuknuc
MIPUYMHEHHBIE Pa3pyIleHus. 3aCcOB 3a/IHel ABepy ObUT CIIOMaH, OJIHA TTaHe b Pa3po0JieHa B IIETKH.
OKHO pa3duTO, pama IMOTHYTa, HECKOJIBKO CTEKOJ MOMEHbINe MOOeNeNn OT TYCTOW CeTH TpEIlUH.
[TonorHsiHas BbIBECKAa pa30pBaHa B KJIOYbsl, HA KOTOPBIX BCE €€ MOKHO Pa3lIsJeTh HaMaJIeBaH-
Hble TPyOy, OapadaHbl U TEMHBIN CHITyST KAKOTO-TO 3Bepsl. Y IBYX CTYJIbEB MOJOMaHbl CIUHKU. CTO
OIPOKHUHYT.

MeKITUC ¢ yIaBIIMM CEPALIEM CITyIIaja paccKas3 )KEeHIMHBI, CJIMIIIKOM MO3HO COOOpa3UB, YTO
HUKTO U3 MPHU3PAKOB, C KOTOPHIMU OHA MMeJIa /IO, He IPUYMHSLT Pa3pyIleHn i, BUTUMbIX BCEM U
kaxaomy. OHM aTakoBajM ee pa3yM, HO HUKOTJA U Yallku He pa3owiu. Eil mogymanock, 4to, BO3-
MOYHO, 3TO Obly1a 0ObIYHAsI Kabarkast ipaka. OHa yKpaakou Opocuiia B3I HA U3HYPEHHOE, XUTPOe
JIMLIO XO35IMKH. «BO3MOXHO, OHa cama BCe HATBOPWIIA, a TENepb PACCKA3bIBAET, UTO ITO MPOIEIKU
MpU3paKa, YTOObI JTIOOOMBITHBIE TPUXOAMIIN CIOIA M TTOKYTIAIN CIMPTHOE.

Xozsiika nozasena MefKknuce K IByM MyKYMHAM, MPa4HO MPUXJIeObIBaBIIMM U3 Kpyxkek. Oba
ObLIM XyIBIMHU U TOIIUMH, C MPOLYOTIEHHOW COJHIIEM KOXel. SIBHO He MecTHbIe U, Cy/s MO BaJIsIB-
IIMMCS y HOT y3JIaM, OpOJIATH.

—[Ipuiuia mocmymaTh Hac4YeT NpU3paKa, — MOSICHUIIA XKEHIIMHA, KUBHYB B CTOPOHY Melknuc. —
Brl MoskeTe pacckaszarb 00 3TOM, Tak Beb?

My>X4rHBI IEPETTISTHY/IMCh U APYKHO Hacymuiuch. [Toxoxe, Bpsi i 3Ta UCTOPUs TOOABUT UM
XOPOLLEro HacTpoeHus !

— OHa KynuT HaM BBIITUBKY? — CIIPOCHJT TOT, YTO TIOBBIIIIE.

Xo3siika, BCKUHYB OpoBH, ycTaBriachk Ha Merknuc. YyBCTBYs MOACTYMAIOITYIO K TOPITY TOIII-
HOTY U elrie OoMbllie YBEpeHHasl B TOM, UTO €€ HaJyBaloT, MeUKIIC paccTajiach CO BTOPOl MOHETOM,
1 XO35I1Ka MOCTIEIINIA TPUHECTH e1le IS.

— OHO MOSIBWJIOCH U3 TEMHOTHL. Buauiib 3107 — Bpoasira, 4to noBsiiie, MpoTsHyJ pyKy, 0OMO-
TaHHYIO TPSI3HBIM, 3alITHAHHBIM KPOBBIO IIATKOM. — PacrnosnocoBasio KypTKy MOEro apyra U Tak
IIMSIKHYJIO MEHsI 00 CTEeHY, YTO MO3TH e/IBa He BhIIMOI0. W Hallly CKpUIKy pa3ouo.

OH B3MaxHYJ CKPUIIKOM, BBIIVISIAEBIIEN TaK, CIOBHO HA HEE HACTYIIIIN.

— Muctpuc Bemt Ha3biBaeT ero mpu3pakoM, HO 51 BOT YTO CKaxy: 3TO JbsBoi. HeBuauMbIit
IbSIBOJL.

Ero raeB kaszajicsi 10CTaTOYHO UCKPEHHUM, HO MeWKNKC NO-NpeXHEMY He 3Hajla, CTOUT JIU
€My J1I0BEpSITh.

« 17151 TeOs1 Bce HEBUAMMOE, OCOOEHHO €CJTH TbsIH B CTENIbKY», — TIOIyMaJia OHa.

— OHO 4TO-HMOYIH TOBOPMIIO? — MEWKIUC HEBOJIBHO B3IPOTHYJIA, BCIIOMHHUB TATYYHIA TOJIOC
TO JIA U3 CHA, TO JIM KOIIIMapa HasiBy.

— TonbKo He HaMm, — CKa3ajl TOT, YTO TIOHMXKE, MPOTSIHYB KPYKKY BEpHYBILICHCS C KYBIIMHOM
9115 X03s11Ke. — OHO UCTOJIKJIO HAC, CJIOBHO B CTYIIE, a MOTOM YIILIO TyAa. — OH mokasas Ha 60s10Ta. —
A 1o mytH couIto croso.

Meiikuc ocymnmia KpyKKy ¥ coOpaiach C TyXOM.

— CmoTpH mof HOTH, KyKOJIKa! — 3aBONIa XO35iKa, yBUIEB, Kak MeUKnuc rnepedupaercs
yepes rnepesia3, OTKyJa HauMHaIMCh 00510Ta. — [10poii TPOMMHKY BHIIJISAST HA/IEKHBIMUA, HO MOTYT
BBICKOJTb3HYTb U3-TI011 HOT. HaM OBl He XOTe0oCh, 9TOOBI U TBOW MPU3PaK BEpHYIICS ciofa!

[Mlopox ¥ XpycT MaroB rpOMKO OTAABAIMCH B yIax MeWKmuc, Korja oHa Iuia rmo 060go0Tam.
JleBouKa BAPYT MOHsLIA, YTO HE CIIBIIIMT NEeHHUs NTULL. TONBKO CYXyI0 MY3bIKY IIEJIECTEBILIETO OT BETPa
TPOCTHUKA JJa OyMakKHbIN MIETIOT PEAKUX MOJOABIX TOTOJIEH, JIMCThsl KOTOPBIX HA BETPY MepevBa-
JIMCh TYCKJION 3eJIeHbI0 U cepedpom. Ha Hee CHU3OIILIO YIMBUTEIbHOE CIIOKOWCTBHUE, HO B TO JKe BpeMsI
TMOSIBUJICS CTPaX, YTO OHA CHOBA COBEPIIAET YKACHYIO OIIMOKY.

MeiiKuc HEpBHO OITISIHYJIACh, U ee mpoOpasia Ipoxkb. OKa3blBaeTCsl, OHA OTOILIA OT MOCTOS-
JIOTO IBOpa Ha JIOBOJILHO OOJIbIIIOE paccTosiHUE. [leBouKa orryinaia ce0s MaJleHbKOMW, OTBSI3aBIIEHCS
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OT TpUYaia JOAOYKOW, KOTOPYIO YHOCUT B Mope. M TyT 3acThiBIIyl0 Ha MecTe MeNKIHIc HeOoXH-
JAHHO YIapWJIO Y 3aXJIECTHYJI0 HeBuauMou BotHoM. Omymenue. Her, 3anax. Kposu, ocenHero Jieca
Y CTapoH BJIAXXKHOW HIepcTu. 3anax HecwibHbIi. OH MOKaJIbIBAN U 3a/1eBaJl CO3HAHUE €jBa 3aMETHO,
noto6Ho B310Xy. Hamomnxsit ayBcTBa MeMKITUC, TyMaHWI 3peHHE U BBI3BIBAIT TOLTHOTY.

«[Ipu3spak, — npuria 6ecriomMorHast MbIcib. — [Ipu3pak».

Ho 370 6B1J10 COBCEM He MOX0Xke Ha XOJIOAHBIE, MOJI3y4re aTaKu IPU3PAKOB, KOTOPBIX OHA ITOM-
HWIA. DTO CYIIECTBO HE IMBITATIOCh MPOIapanarbcs B Hee, — MPOCTO He 3HAJIO, YTO OHa 31iech. U 1Bu-
rajioch OIIYIIbIO: TopsiYee, yCTpamiaioliee, HI4ero He Co3HaoIee.

Mup noruteln niepen miazamu. Cefivac Melknuc Bpsiji Jid JaBasia cebe oT4eT, KTO OHa W Tjie
Haxogutcsi. Ee mornoTuim BOCIOMUHAHUSA, € He TIPHHA/IEKABIIIHE.

Comnue xanmwio. lymmia BoHb onmuiiok. ['yOy paspbiBania yxkacHast 0oiib, M1 HUKAK HE ylaBa-
JI0Cch 00JIeYb MBICJIM B CJIOBA. B yIiax cTOsu1 KyXKaIUi Iy U KECTKUN, pUTMUYHBIHA, TIIyXOW CTYK.
U ¢ xaxapiM yrapoM KTO-To OOJIbHO Jieprail ee 3a TyObl. Korjga oHa mombITanach yCKOJIB3HYTh, pac-
KaJICHHBI HOK 00 yaapu mo miedam. OHa ropesia sipocThio, pOXJICHHOUM CTpaIaHUsIMU.

Bosnna ynernach, 1 Meiiknuc chexuiack. OKpyKaioluil MUP BCE elle Mblajl COIHEYHbIM CBe-
TOM, BBIOMBasi B TOJIOBE OapaOaHHBI PUTM U TIO-TIPEKHEMY BBI3BIBASI TOIIHOTY. 3peHHe 3aTyMaHu-
70ck. JleBouKka HEeyKJIoXke IarHysa Brepen, MbiTasich 0OpecTH paBHOBECHE, HO TIOUYBCTBOBAJIA, UTO
HOTa 3aCKOJIb3MJIa TIO BJIAKHOM HEpOBHOM MmouBe. MENKITUC CKaThIach C TPOITMHKY U PACTSHYJIACh B
TPOCTHHKAX, €/[Ba OIIyIasi 00JIb OT IapaliH Ha JIMie U pykax. [loroM mpuBcTana, HaKJIOHWIACh, 1
ee CTaJio pBaTh, CHOBA M CHOBA, TIOKA €]JBa HE BHIBEPHYJIO HANZHAHKY.

T'onoBa nocreneHHo nposiciunack. CtpanHast 6omb cruxia. Ho oHa oco3Hana, 4To Bce ele
OlIyIAeT KAaKOK-TO 3arax, CMEeIaHHbI! ¢ YIYIITMBOM BOHBIO. U Ky:XKaHUE MO-TIpekKHEMY He YHUMa-
nock. Ho Tenepb 3ByK ObUT MHBIM. JI0 TOTO OH Ka3ajcs caadoil, ckpeOyIel cepiie My3bIKOH, Terephb
e TPEeBPaTHIICS B I'yJl HACEKOMBIX. [ yIeHue AeCSATKOB KPOIIEUHBIX KPbLIbEB.

HenoBko mopHsBIIMCH HA HOTM W Pa3[JBMHYB TPOCTHHK, MEHKNKC HallpaBWIach AaJblIle.
Hopora 1mna mox ropky. C KakabIM IIIaroM 1moyBa CTAaHOBHUJIACH Bee Oojiee MATKOM M Bs3kor. Oue-
BUJIHO, OHA HE eMHCTBEHHasI MpoXoauia 3aech. [1oBciony ciioMaHHble CTeOIM TPOCTHUKA, BMSITUHBI
B IPSI3U... A 4yTh JaJibllie — YTO-TO PACHPOCTEPTOE B 3apociieid kaHae. Yto-to TemHoe. YTo-To
Pa3MepoM MPUMEPHO C YeJIOBEKa.

Meiikuc ouryTuia, Kak mepeBopaunBaeTcs xkenynok. OHa ommobanack. Bo Bcem. Ecim 310
TeJI0, 3HAYUT, IIPU3PAK BOBCE HE MaTh. Bo3MoxHO, MENKITUC TOIBKO YTO HaIllIa KepTBY youiicTa. U
BIIOJIHE BEPOSITHO, YOMIAIa MPsIMO ceivac HaOmoaaeT 3a Heil. Vinu 1o mpocTo MyTHUK, CpakKeHHBIH
CBUPETIBIM MPU3PAKOM M HYXJAIOIIUICS B oMoIy. Het, oHa He Moria 6exkatb, XOTs KaK/Ibli HEPB
B ee TeJie TpeboBal yoparhces rockopee. JleBouka rojomia Oike, CIIbIa, Kak YaBKaeT Mol HoraMu
rpsa3b. CymiecTBo ObUIO TEMHO-KOPUYHEBBIM U OOJIBIIMM, OHO B3ABIMAJIOCh TOPO, U €ro OOJIeNIIH
TY4H OJIECTSAIIMX YEPHO-3EJIeHBIX MYX.

YenoBek B MeXOBOW KypTke?

Hem.

Tenepr Meliknuc ydiiie pa3misijiesa HenoHaTHyo ¢gurypy. HakoHen-to oHa moHsijia, 4To 310
Takoe. VM Ha mapy cekyHj modyBcTBOBaIa odnerdenue. Ho TyT xke ee 3axJiecTHy/a Tshkesnasi BOJHA
IpyCTH, MOIAaBUB CTPax M oTBpaienue. [Jaxe cmpaa. [MOkuM IBMKEHHEM JEBOUKA IPUCESIA PSIOM C
JIEKABIIUM, PUKPBLTIA POT HOCOBBIM TIJIATOYKOM M OUEHb HESKHO MPOBEJIa PYKOH MO TEMHOM, MOK PO
curype.

Hwu npusnaka xu3Hu. ['psizb BOKpYr ObUla U3pbITAa — OYEBUIHO, PE3YJbTAT CIAOBIX MOMBITOK
BBIOpPAThCS M3 KaHAaBHl. A Ha TPYyIe KPACHEIN KPOBOTOYAIIME CCAMHBI C MOXKENTEBIIUMH KpPasiMH,
MIOXOKE OCTaBJICHHBIE TIETIIMU U KaHjalnamu. J[eBoUuKa ¢ TPyJOM MOIJIa CMOTPETh Ha Pa30pBaHHYIO
MacTh — pa3BEpPCTyIO paHy U pydeek 3acoxiierd KpoBru. OHa 3HaJsa: y Hee Bce elre ecThb aymia. U mymry
XET OroHb.
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Meiiknuc 100panack 10 3aHETO JBOpa «AHreaa», ¢ HOT JIO TOJIOBHI MepenaykaHHast 0ooT-
HOW KMKel M McIapananHasi KOJMouuM ImmnoBHUKOM. Ho eii Obputo HarieBaTh. Ha rrma3a momnasnach
MaJIeHbKasl IepeBsiHHAS Ta0ypeTKa — BIOJTHE MOAXOsIIee Opykue. MelKIrc CXBaTuia ee, CIMIIKOM
000371eHHas, YTOOBI TOYYBCTBOBATD TSKECTh.

CTpaHCTBYIOIIE aKTEPhl O YeM-TO SIPOCTHO IIETITAJIMCh B YTy, He oOpalas BHUMaHHS Ha
Meiiknuc. OHM He 3aMevaliy ee, IIoKa OHa He 3aMaxHyJsIach TabypeToM. Yap IpUILescs B JIUIO TOMY,
YTO TOBBIIIIE.

— DOi1! CniaTuBIIas MajieHbKast IpsiHb! — 3aBOIWII OH, U3YMJIEHHO YCTaBMBILIUChH Ha JIEBOUKY U
3aKMMasi OKPOBABJICHHBIN POT.

Meiiknic, He oTBeyasi, yaapuia cHoBa. Ha 3Tot pa3 B rpyup.

— T pexnynace? Youpaiics!

ToT, 4TO MOHMKE, MOMBITAIICS OTHATh Y MeHKnuc Tabyper, HO OHa C CUJIOW JISITHYJa €ro B
XKUBOT.

— BbI ocTaBuim ero ymupars! — Boruia oHa. — VI30MBaiv, MydniIn, TaCKaId Ha e, TIOKa He
pasopBaiu nacth! A Korja oH OOJbIlie He MOT BBIHOCHTH BaIlIUX MBITOK, COPOCUIIM B KaHaBY !

— Yro Ha TeOs Hamwio? — PsamoM okaszanach X03siiKa, OHa OOHsIa MENKITUC CUTBHOW PYKOM,
MIBITASICh YIePKAaTh.

— O uem THI?

— Meogeow! — psiBkHyna Meiiknuc. — Mengep.

Muctpuc bemt o3agaueHHO BO33pHIIach Ha AKTEPOB:

— O rocrionu! 3HauuT, Balll TAHIYOIIWA MEABEIb CI0X ?

— Jla, 1 Tenepb s He 3HAI0, KaK 3apadoTaTh Ha XJ1e0, — 0Tpe3as KOPOTHIIIKA. — ITO MECTO Mpo-
kisaTo! Huvero, kpome Hecyactuii! HeBuarMble ObsBONBI, CIISITUBIINE JEBYOHKH. . .

BrICOKMiIT TUTIOHYNT KPOBBIO B JIAJJOHb.

— DTa MajeHbKas NUTIOMIKA BhIOMIa MHE 3y0! — BOCKJIMKHYJI OH, HE Beps IJ1a3aM, U OKUHYJ
Meiikuc yOUACTBEHHBIM B3IJISIOM.

— Bbl gaxe He HOkKIAIUCh, TIOKA OH YMPET, MPEk/Ie YeM BHIPBATh U3 I'yOBI KOJIBLIO! — MTPOOI-
*kaja oparb Meiiknuc. B ronose 3BeHesno. B mo0yio cekyHIy My KYMHBI MOTJI HAOPOCHUTHLCS Ha Hee,
HO eii ObUI0 Bee paBHO. — HeyauBuTenbHO, 4To OH BepHy/cs! HeynuBurenbHo, 4TO pazbsipeH u Oyi-
cryet! Haneroch, Bel He cMoxeTte cOexarb! Hanetoch, OH Bac IpUKOHYUT!

Tenepsp yxe BOMUIA MYKUMHBI, J1a U XO3sIKa MbITA/IaCh BCEX YCIIOKOUTb, He 1a s rojoca. Ho
Me¥iKIuc HUYero He CIbIaia 3a 3eJ1eHO-UepHBIM TyJeHueM rHeBa B Mo3ry. OHa ¢ CUJIOi epHy.a
TalypeT, HO KOPOTHIIIKA OTSHYI ero Ha ce0s. MEeNKITIC He cTajla COMPOTUBIIATHCS, HA0OOPOT, TIPH-
NOJIHsITa TadypeT U ocnaduiia XBaTKy, TaK YTO KOPOTHIIIKA MOMYYHJI yaap MO HOCY M, B3BUSTHYB OT
SIPOCTH, BBIMTYCTUJI TaOypeT M METHYJICS K IPUCIOHEHHOMY K €ro y3iy AyOOBOMY MOCOXY. XO3sIiKa
Opocuiiach HayTeK, IPU3bIBasi Ha MOMOIIIb, & MEHKIHC 0UyTHIIACh JIUIIOM K JIMILY C IBYMsI Pa303JIeH-
HBIMHA OKPOBABJIEHHBIMU MYKUYMHAMH.

OpnHako UX rHEB ObUT HUYEM B CPABHEHHUH C SIPOCTBIO MeJIBE/Isl, BBIPBABILIETOCS U3 OOJIOT.

Meiikmnuc niepsasi yBujena ero. Menseis Obul ABIMYAaTO-TEMHON CKJIAAKOH Ha TeJie MUpa, YeThl-
pexJianoi u ropoaTou, U Kazajcs OoJblie, 4eM Ha camMoM jiesie. OH ¢ Mmyraoineil CKOpOCThIO TaJIoNH-
POBAJI O HAMTPABJICHUIO K iepymMcs. Ero ria3ku u pa3Bepcrast macTb Ka3aJiuch MOMYTPO3PAaYHBIMU
IbIpaMHu.

CronkHyBIIMCh ¢ Me#kmuc, oH cOm ee ¢ Hor. OrnylieHHasi yqapoM, OHa Jiexkasia Ha 3emJie.
ToMma, ObIBIIIASt Me/IBE/IEM, HaBUCTTA HaJl Hell. U Bce ke JeBOUKa He cpa3y MOHsIIA, YTO CMOTPUT B €T0
OrPOMHYIO YepHyIo criuHy. OH cTosu1 Mex 1y Hel 1 Bparamu. CJI0BHO 3allMIIaj JeTEHbIIIA.

CKBO3b CyMpauHBIi CHUTyST MeJBe/isl OHa TIO-TIpeXHeMY BHjea oOoux BparoB. OHU IPyKHO
marnysu Boepes. OIuH MOJHSI TOCOX, YTOOb! yaaputh Meiiknic. Mengens onu He 3amedanu! U He
TMIOHSUIH, TTIOYEMY yIap He TOCTHUT IIeJIU: OrPOMHAsl IPU3pavHasi Jiara OJHUM B3MaxoM OTOWIIA MAJIKY.
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Onna To1pK0 MeHrKnuc Moriia BUaeTh Measens. OmHa Toiabko MerKiuce Moriia HabIiogaTh, Kak
SIPOCTh CXKUTAJIA 3Bepsl, KaK OH C KaXbIM JBMKEHHEM pacTpaumBai cedsi. M korma oH pesen 6e3-
MOJIBHBIM PEBOM, MPU3PAYHbIE KJIOUbsI Pa3JIeTaIMCh, CIOBHO OpbI3rd KpoBH. Boka, ka3anock, UCXo-
oy apom. OH ucyesast, ucrapsiics U 1axe He 3HaT 00 9TOM.

Meiiknuc ycuiareM BOJM BCTala Ha KoJieHW. ['07l0Ba KpyXujach OT MeJBEXKbEro cMpajaa u
TMIECHH €T0 SIPOCTU B ee KpoBH. OHA MAIlIMHAJIBHO BBHITSHYJIA PYKH, OOHSB OyHCTBOBaBINYIO TeHb. Bee,
YTO OHA XOTeJIa B TOT MOMEHT, — OCTAHOBUTD PA3JIETAIOIIMECS KJIOUbs, yAepKaTh Me/IBe/Isl U He J1aTh
CMy paCTaHTI:, HpeBpaTI/ITI)C}I B HUYTO.

Ee pyku coMKHY/IMCh Ha ThME, 1 MelKIIC TpoBaIniIach B 3Ty TbMY.
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I'naBa 4

— OHa yxe MHOTO JIHE! B TAKOM COCTOSIHUU, — PA3JaJiCs rOJIOC TETH.

Meiikuc He IOHUMaIa, T1e HaXOAUTCs U royeMy. ['ooBa packanbiBanach U OblIa CIMIIKOM
TSDKEJIOH, YTOOBI MOMPOOOBATH €€ MPUIMOAHATH. OKPYKAIOIHA MUP Ka3aJiCsl MPU3PAYHO-CMYyTHBIM, a
roJioca JI0JIeTaay CJIOBHO OTKYAA-TO U3JaJleKa.

— Tak Oosnbllle HE MOXET TPOAOIKATHCS, — AOHECCs rojioc Asau. — [1onoBuHY BpeMeHU OHa
JISKWT 3[IeCh KaK MEepPTBas, a BTOPYIO MMOJIOBUHY. .. UTO rOBOPUTSH, TH ee Bujena! CkopOb moMyTrIa
ee paccyaoK. Mbl TOJKHBI TyMath o feTsix! MM HeGe30macHO ocTtaBaThesl ¢ He!

Meiiknvic BriepBbie pa3inymiia B €ro rojioce HOTKU CTpaxa.

— YT0 mogymaiotT o Hac JIOH, €CJIM Mbl BHIOPOCHM Ha YJIHMIY CBOIO € KPOBb? — CIIPOCHIIA
teTsi. — OHa Halll KpecT, HaM ero U HeCTH.

— MBI He eJMHCTBEHHAS e POIHS, — BO3PA3UI JsAIA.

[NocnenoBasa naysa, Mociie Yero TeTst FPOMKO B3J0XHYJa. MeRKITIC ovyBCTBOBaJIA, KaK Terl-
JIble, HaTPyKEHHbIe PYKU HEKHO CIKAJTU ee JIUILIO.

— Meiiknuc, 1uTst Moe, Thl MeHs1 Ciibliuiib? TBOM OTell. .. Kak ero 30ByT? Mapraper Tak u He
ckazajia HaMm. Ho Tbl, KOHEYHO, 3Haelllb, BEPHO?

Meiiknuc KauHysa roJI0BOM.

— I'pusxeit3, — npoienrtana oHa Xpurio. — OH xkuBerT... B ['pusxeiize.

— 4 Tak u 3HaNa, — MpoIenTaia TeTs — roJoc 3By4as OJaroroBeiiHO U OAHOBPEMEHHO TOpIKe-
crByiome. — Cap I[Murep! 4 Tak u 3Hana.

— OH uTo-HMOYAB cAenaeT ajs Hee? — MOUHTEPECOBANICS SIS

— Her, HO cenaoT poACTBEHHUKH, €CJTH He XOTSAT, YTOOBI UX UMSI BBIBJISUIN B TPSI3U, — TBEPIO
3asgBWIA TeTs. — Bpsijt v uM OyzieT IPUSITHO, €CJIM KTO-TO C TAKOUM OJIarOpOIHON POIOCIOBHOM OyaeT
OporrieH B bepam®, He Tak mu? Eciiu oHM HUYETro He IPeANPUMYT, sl pACCKaxy, Ky/a ee OTIIPaBAT.

Ho cnoBa cHoBa pacceinanuch Ha 3ByKU. MERKIUC OMSITh MOTrPy3uiIach BO MpPak.

Crenyronyie HECKOIBKO AHEH MPOIUIBUTM MUMO, HUYEM He pa3inyasiCh, MPOIUIM KaK KOITbe
CKBO3b MYTHYIO Bofy. PongHble mouTu Bce BpeMs Jiepxkaar MeWKmuc Tyro 3anejieHyTol B OfiesIo,
KakK HOBOPOsKJIeHHOoe quTs. Korma co3HaHue mposiCHSIOCh, OfIesiyIo pa3BopaunBaiv. Ho oHa He nmoHu-
MaJia, 4TO el TOBOPWJIM, He Ciyliajia MpUKa3aHuii 1 HUYeM He MOIJIa 3aHMMathCs. [lomarsiBanach,
CIIOTHIKAJIACh, POHSIJIA BCE, UTO IMBITANIACh B3ATh B pyKH. OT apoMara MeKyIuxcsl Ha KyXHe TTHPOroB,
paHblIle TAKOr0 3HAKOMOTO U MPUBBIYHOTO, €€ TOUTHMIIO. 3araxy KUpa, CBEXKEro Msica, TpaB CTaJIH
HEBBIHOCUMBIMU. MaJio Toro, cienwiu. Y cniuBanuch B MeIBEXKUIN cMpaj, npecieaoBaBimii ee. Eit
HHUKaK He YJaBaJoCh OTCKPECTH CHIPYIO, TEITYI0 BOHb €r0 CO3HAHUSI.

Ona mpo0GoBaja BCMOMHHUTh, YTO MPOM3OILIO MOCTE TOro, Kak MOTSHY/JIaCh K MEIBEHI0 U
ThMa TOTJIOTHIIA €€, HO BOCIIOMHMHAHMSI CTAHOBUJIMCh TEMHBIM BoioBOpoToM. [IpaBaa, oHa, Kaxercs,
BUIeJIa IBYX OPOJIAT, ¥ OHU Bpojie Obl OPaJIi BO BECh TOJIOC, a UX OJIEHBIE JINIIA ObLITH 3aJTUTHI KPOBBIO.

V 3Bepeii He ObIBaeT MPU3PAKOB — IO KpaliHel Mepe, OHa Bceraa Tak Jgymana. Ho, oueBuIHO,
ormmbanacek. K 3ToMy BpeMeHH OH, BO3MOKHO, BHITOPET I0TIa U TPEBPATUIICS B HUYTO U3-3a CBOEH
kaxapl Mectd. OHa Ha/iesy1ach, YTO B KOHILIE MeIBEIb 00Pa10BajiCs TAKOMY TIOBOPOTY. «BO3MOKHO, —
CMYTHO BEpTEJIOCh y Hee B TOJIOBE, — OT CyMacCHIEANINX TPU3PAKOB 3Beperl MOKHO 3apa3uThCs JIUXO-
pajIKOm».

OHa 1 B caMOM JieJie CUUTaIa, 9YTo OO0JIhHA JIMXOPAIKOM, KOT/IA OTHAXIbI €€ TIPUBEIU B OOJIBIIYI0
KOMHATy, IJie y odara CTOsUT BBICOKUN HE3HAKOMEI] B TEMHO-CHHEM KaM3oJie, ¢ OOJIBIIIM HOCOM M
I'PUBOI OEJIOCHEKHBIX BOJIOC. VIMEHHO 3a 9THM YeJIOBEKOM OHa THajlach B Beuep MsATEka, Kak 3a
OJTy’KIAIOITM OTOHBKOM.

* Beanam — HPOCTOHAPOHOE Ha3BaHMe rocnutais Cearoit Mapuu Budreemckoit, neuxuarpuyeckoit 6obHULBL B JIOHIOHE.
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Meiiknuc ycraBuiIach Ha HETO, YyBCTBYS, KaK HAIIOJHSAIOTCS CJI€3aMH I71a3a.

— 910 Mactep Kpoy, — MeisieHHO, OCTOpOXHO 00bsicHUIA TeTsa. — OH npuexai 3abparh TeOs
B ['pusxeiis.

— Moii... — T'onoc no-npexxHeMy ObLT XpUIuibiM. — Moii oTetr. ...

Terst HeoXUAaHHO OOHsTa MENKIKC ¥ KOPOTKO, HO CHJIBHO CTHCHYJIA.

— OH ymep, auTs Moe, — mpolienTaia oHa. — Ho ero cembst ckaszasa, 4to npumeTt teds, a Pe-
MOTTBI IPUCMOTPSAT 32 TOOOH JIydlIle, YeM .

C 3TUMU cJIOBaMH OHA TOCTIeNnIa coopath Bel MelKIuc, TpouBast Clie3bl HeXKHOCTH, Oec-
MOKOKCTBA W OOJIErYeHus .

— MBI IOCTOSIHHO TIeJIEHAJIH €€ B Ofiesiyio, — mpodopMoTal asas muctepy Kpoy. — BosmoxHo,
BBI TIOCTYITUTE TaK €, KOTJ1a OHA HAYHET OyICTBOBATh. YK M HE 3HAIO, YTO TH HETO/ISIM Ha TIOCTOSLTIOM
ABOpe ¢ Hew caenany. Jlymaio, n30uim 10 OJyCMEPTH, TPEX/Ie YeM KTO-TO UX OTOTHAL.

Meiiknvic efet B ['pusxeii3! B ToT mocieqHuii pOKOBOM JIeHbh OHA CKa3ajia MaTepH, 4To cOOMpa-
eTcs caeIaTh UMEHHO 3T0. BO3MOXKHO, eHl Clie/IoBajio 4yBCTBOBATH CeOs1 CYACTIMBOM UJIH TI0 KpaiHen
Mepe OIIYTHTh XOTs1 Obl uTO-T0. HO Meiiknuc Oblia COBEpIIEHHO pa30MTa W OIYCTOIIEHa, CJIOBHO
Bble/IEHHAs! AM4yHas ckopiyna. Oxora 3a MpU3pakoM MaTepu NpHBeJia €e K MEpTBOMY MeBeIn. A
tenepb Muctep Kpoy, ka3aBiumiics KJIIOUOM K pas3rajke TaiHbl OTIa, IpuBes MeNKIuC ele K OfHOM
MOTHJIE.

CBsILIEHHUK TOlaMH pa3[iarojbCTBOBAJ O KOHLE CBETA, M BOT Telepb OH HacTal. Melknuc
3Haja 310. Ourynaia.

IToka sxunax npoHocui ee no yaunam [lomapa, oHa, Bee ele oleaoMieHHas, 3aJaBajlach
BOIPOCOM, TIOUEMY He TPSICETCs 3eMJIsI, OYeMy 3Be3[Ibl He CHIILTIOTCS ¢ HeOec, OIOOHO CIeioMy
WHXWPY, U TIOYEMY €l He YIAeTCsl YBUJETb aHTEJIOB WJIU CHUSIOIIYIO XEHIIUHY U3 BUACHUN HIHU
Chio3aH. [Toka yTo OHa BUIeIa JIUIIb COXHYILYIO OfIEXK Y, CJBIIIANA FPOXOT TAUEK U CKPEXKET, C KAKUM
oTckpebanu ctyneHbku. CIOBHO HUYEro He CIy4riIoch. M modemy-To 3To ObLIO Xyke BCEro.

DKUMax KaTWICs Ha ceBepo-3anaj, a Melknuc rno-npexHeMy crapajiach OCO3HATh BCE, UTO el
pacckazamu. Ee oretr, cap [Tutep ®@enmmort, MepTB. OH MPOUCXOIUIT U3 OUYEHb CTAPOro OJIarOpoHOTO
ponia, ¥ €ro poHbIE COMNIACUIINCH €€ ITPUHSTD.

Bce 310 3Byuasio CIagoOCTHO-TOPHKMM KOHIIOM Oasiiajpl, HO MEWKIUC CIOBHO OleTIeHeNa.
[Touemy MaThb OTKasbiBajach roBopuTh 0 HeM? OHa BCIOMHMJIA IpeaoctepexeHre marepu: «Tbl
TIOHSTHSI HE MMeelllb, OT Yero s Tebs cracna. Ecim 6wl 1 octanack B ['pusxeiize. ..»

Mpiciu o matepu ObuTH ommmOKoi. Ha Melikirc cHOBa HaXJIBIHYJIM BOCIIOMHHAHKS O KOIIIMAp-
HOM IIpU3pakKe ¢ YepTaMu MatepuHckoro juua. HeBHATHbINM rosoc. Cepoe pa3oppaHHOE JIMLIO. ..

Meiiknvic cHOBa BepHYJIach B TO TEMHOE MECTO. A KOIja BhIPBaJach OTTY/A, TOIIHOTA BHOBb
TMOJIKaTHJIa K TOpITY, @ BMECTe C Hel 0OpyIIHIach yCTaaocTh. MENKIHIC MO-TIpekHEMY CHJieTa B 9KU-
naxke, HO yxe OblIa Tyro 3aBepHyTa B OfIESIIO M3 OBEUbEH MIKYPBI, TAK YTO U PYKOH IIEBEIbHYTh HE
Morua. s BEpHOCTH MOBEpX ofiesiyia ee 0OMOTaIN BEPEBKOM.

— Teneps ThI cTana criokoiiHee? — He MOBbIILIAs Toj10ca, crpocui Muctep Kpoy.

JleBouka HeoymeHHO 3amoprajiia. Muctep Kpoy momuan. Meliknuc HepelmuTeabHO KUBHYJIA.
Crniokoitnee? Yem korpa?

Ha non6oponke HaOyxan HOBbIN cHHSK. CUHSIK ObUT M B ee naMaATH. HeynoBumoe, cMyTHOe
OIIYyIIEHUE, YTO OHA Cliesiajla YTo-TO, Yero Jieyarh He cieoBaio. [Toxoxe, oHa romnaia B Oemy.

— 51 He MoOTy JIOITYCTUTh, YTOOBI THI BHIIIPBITHYJIA U3 SKUTIAKA, — BHITOBOPUJI HAKOHEI] MUCTED
Kpoy.

Opiesi1o U3 OBeUbei MIKYPbl ObUIO TOJICTBHIM, TEIUTBIM U XPAaHUJIO 3aMaxy ) KUBOTHOTO. MerKIuc
HETUISIAch 3a 3TH 3alaxy: XOTh YTO-TO, YTO OHA MoHMMasia. Mucrep Kpoy Oonbiiie HUYero eit He
CKazaJl, u oHa Oblia OnarogapHa 3a 1o.

B TeueHue AMMHHOTO MyTEIIECTBUS IOJ HENPEPbIBHBIM AOXKAEM JaHAA(DT MOCTENEHHO
MeHsuICs. B mepBbIii ieHb OH ObUT IPUBBIYEH MENKINC: 3aTSHYThIe TYMAHOM JIyTa U IBIIIHBIE CBETIIO-
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3esieHble HUBB. Ha BTOpO# NeHb MOAHSIM rpeOHM HU3KKe XOiaMbl. K Havamy TpeThero HWBHI YCTY-
MWIM MECTO BEPECKOBBIM ITyCTOIIAM, HAa KOTOPBIX MACIUCh TOLIME YepHOMop/ble oBIbl. HakoHerr,
OYHYBIIKCH OT JIPEMOTHI, OHA YBUJIENA, YTO SKUIAX MMOYTHU TUIBIBET MO 3a0MpaBIliell B TOpy J0pOre,
MIPEBPAIIEHHON IOKIAMU B KUIKUH cytl. [To 00e CTOpOHBI Jiekali rojible osis 1 nacroua. ['opu-
30HT OXPAHSUICS JIMHUEN TEMHBIX XOIMOB. Briepeny, 3a HEOOJBIION POLIHIIEH TEMHBIX MCKPUBJICH-
HBIX TUCOB, CTOSII JOM C CEpbIM (pacasioM, OTpPOMHBII U HENpUBJIeKaTeIbHbIN. Hagq HUM BO3BbIIIIAIMCH
IBe OallTHu, TOXOXKe Ha OechOpMEHHBIE pora.

Ito u 61 ['pusxei3. Xots Melknuc HUKOTIA paHbIIle ero He BUjIeNa, HO BCe e cpa3y y3Haua,
CJIOBHO B ITyOMHE JIyIIIH 3a3B€HEJT OTPOMHBIN KOJIOKOJ.

K Tomy BpemeHu, kak oHM npuexanu, Melknuc 3amepsia, yctaia u nporojiofaiack. Ee pas-
BSI3aJIH, PACIie/ieHa! U Tepelayii PhUKe CITyKaHKe ¢ YTOMJICHHBIM JIIIOM.

— Ero munocts 3axo4er yBuzeTh ee, — npenynpenun Kpoy, npexie yem octaBuTh MerKmmc
Ha TMOTIeYeHUE KEHIIMHBI.

Ta nepeopena ee, o0Tepia U0 MOKPOU candeTKON 1 pacuecasa Boiockl. OHa He ObLIa 3JI0H,
HO U J0Opoii He Kazasiack. MeMKIIC CO3HaBaJIa, YTO ee PUBOJIAT B MOPSIOK HE 3aTeM, YTOObI 103a-
60THUTBCS O cupoTe. PebeHka He0OXOIUMO TIPEICTABUTh HOBBIM POJICTBEHHUKAM.

JKenmmHa 3a0xasia, yBueB TpsizHble, o0oMaHHble Hortu Melikiuc. Cama ieBOYKa He MOrJia
BCTIIOMHUTb, KaK ¥ MOYEMY 3TO CIYUHIIOCh.

Korma Meiikniic oOpesna mouTH MpUIMYHBIN BUJI, CITy)KaHKa MOBeJIa ee 1o TeMHOMY KOPHUJIOpY,
3aTeM MOoJT4a BTOJIKHYJIA B KOMHATY ¥ TUIOTHO 3aKpblia 3a Hell TyOOBYIO 1Bepb. MENKITUC 0Ka3asach
B IIPOCTOPHOM TETJIOM IMOMEIIEHUH C CaMbIM OOJIBIIIMM U SIPKO IMBUIAIOIIAM KAMUHOM, KOTOPBI OHA
Korga-moo Buzena. CTeHsl ObUIM 3aTSHYTHI IIMATEPaMH CO CIIEHAMH OXOTHI, HA KOTOPBIX PaHEHBIE
OJIEHM 3aKaThIBAJIM IJ1a3a, a C UX OOKOB CTEeKajia BHIIIUTAsI KpoBb. Ha mocrenm pacnpocrepcst OueHb
CTapblii MyKYMHa.

MeWKITuC ¢ TPEeneToM M CTPaXoM yYCTaBUJIACh HA HETO, TIOKA €€ U3MYUYESHHBIN pacCyIOK MbITAJICS
MIPUTIOMHUTb, YTO €l paccKa3biBaIN. DTO MOT OBITh TONBLKO OBanust PeMoTT, IIaBa CeMbH, CaM JIOP/T
denmorT.

OH cepbe3Ho GecenoBall 0 4eM-To ¢ cefobiackiM Kpoy. [Toxoxe, HUKTO He 3aMETHII ee TOsIB-
nenusi. CMylieHHast U pacTepsiHHasi, MeWKIuc nepeMuHaIach y ABEpPH, HEBOJIBHO BCITYIIMBASICh B
UX TUXHE roJioca.

— Urak... Te, KTo OOBUHSI HAC, OOJIbIIIE HE CMOTYT HUYETO C/IeNaTh?

Tonmoc OBaguy moxonus1 Ha caadblid, Ipede3KaIIUi CKPHIL.

— OnuH MOKOHYMII € cOOOH TOCJIe TOro, Kak MOTepsiyl CBOE COCTOSIHUE, a BCE €ro CyJa yTOHYIH, —
crnokoiHo nosichuil Kpoy. — Jlpyroro cocnany, Korja Hallid €ro MUCbMa K UCIAaHCKOMY KOPOJIIO.
JII060BHBIE TTOXOXKJEHHUS TPETHETO CTAJIM AOCTOSIHMEM CIUIETHUKOB, M MYXK JTIOOOBHUIIBI YOWII €0 Ha
Iy3JIH.

— Xoporto, — onoopwit Oaausa. — OdeHs xopoino. — [Tomomuas, oH mpUIypuscs. — A 0 Hac
BCE €1e XOIAT CIyXu?

— VIX TpynHO 3aaymuiTh, MUJIOP/, — OCTOPOKHO 3ameTus1 Kpoy. — OcoGeHHo Te, rae pedb uaet
O KOJIIOBCTBE.

Konposcree?

MeiiKknuc omyTiia ApoXb cyeBepHOro yxaca. IIpaBuibHO M oHa paccibimaia? CsieH-
HuK B [oriape wHOrIA TOBOPHUJI O KOJIIyHAX — HEUYECTUBBIX, MPOAAXKHBIX KEHIMUHAX U MYKUMHAX,
3aKJIIOYMBIIMX TAHHYIO CIIEJIKY C JIbSIBOJIOM, YTOOBI ITOTYYUTh IPEXOBHYIO cvity. OHU MOTYT CTJIa3UTh
mo0oro. 3acTaBsT TBOIO PYyKY YCOXHYThb, YHHUTOXAT YpOsKail Ha KOPHIO, C/IENAIOT TakK, YTO TBOU pede-
HOK 3a00J1eeT 1 yMpeT.

KoneuHo, konyHbl ObUTH BHE 3aKOHA, VX JIOBIJIM U TIPEaBaJ CY/y, & MHOTJA JaXe Bellasu.
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— Eciiu MBI He cymeeM orpaiuTh KOPOJIsi OT MOJOOHBIX CITYXOB, — MEJJIEHHO BHITOBOPHJT CTAPhI
apUCTOKPAT, — 3HAYUT, HY’KHO ITOMEIIaTh €My MU BOCTIOJIb30BATLCS. A JIJIsI 3TOTO CJIeAYeT ClIeNIaThCs
TOJIe3HBIMU €MY, CJIMIITKOM ITOJIe3HBIMM, YTOOBI C HAMH paccTathes. HeoOxoaumo odpectu Hal HUM
BJIACTh. YIEpPKUBATh €ro 4eM-TO, YTOObl OH He TIocMeNl Hac oOnmnunTh. EMy oT4astHHO TpeOyercs
3aHSITh Y HAC JIEHBI'H, HE TaK JI? YBEpeH, Mbl CMOXEM 3aKJIIOYUTh HEUTO BPOJIE CHCITKH.

Meiiknvic, OKOHUATEIbHO OHEMEB, MTPOIOJIKAJIA CTOATH Y ABepH. Kap OT KaMUHA MOIIUTIHIBAIT
nvio. He Bce ycimpliiaHHOE OHA MOHSIA, HO ObLTa TBEPIO YBEPEHA, UTO MOJOOHBIE MBICIU M CJIOBA
HUKOT/Ia, HUKOTJA B )KW3HH HE JIOJKHBI ObUTH JIOHECTHUCH 0 €€ YIIEH.

Ho TyT crapslii Top MOBepHYJI TOJNIOBY M, 3aMETHB €€, CJIeTKa HaXMYPHUJICS:

— Kpoy uro 310 1uTa enaet B Moel KoMHarte?

— Houb Mapraper JlaiityT, — THXO oTBeTHI KpOy.

— A, Gacrapn. — Mopimasl Ha 10y OBaguyi HEMHOTO pa3mIaAninch. — JlaBaii-ka MOCMOTPUM
Ha Hee.

OH 3HakoM mnofo3Bai Meiiknuc. PyxHynu ee nocnegHue Hajaexabl Ha Teruiblid nmpuem. OHa
MeJIJICHHO TTPUOM3UIIACh U OCTAHOBUJIACH BO3Jie KpoBaTh. HouHast pydarika v Croyi3mivil Ha J100
konmak OBaguu ObLTM OOIIUTHI JIOPOTUM KPYKEBOM, 1 MENKIMC MPUHSIACh OSCIIOMOIIHO BBIYMC-
JISITh, CKOJTBKO HeJIeJb TOTPe0OoBaIoch Obl MaTepH, YTOOBI CIUIECTH Takoe ke. Ho TyT oHa cooOpasua,
YTO yCTaBWJIACh Ha JIOP/IA, ¥ TIOCTICIITHO OITyCTHIA B3MIsI. [71a3eTh Ha OOraThIX ¥ MOTYIIIECTBEHHBIX
ObLTIO OmacHo. Bce paBHO UTO CMOTpETh Ha COJTHIIE.

[ToaTomy oHa cTasia HaOIOAATh 32 HUM CKBO3b TIOJTYOITYIIICHHbIE peCHUIIB. Pa3risipiBana yHU-
3aHHBIC KOJIBIIAMU TAJIbLIBI, TOTYOBIe B3/MyBIIUeCs BeHbl. OH Mmyrai ee.

— O na, ona ogna u3 jaereit [lurepa, — mpodopmoran OBaausi. — B3sSTh XOT ObI IMOYKY Ha
nogooposke! 1 atu cBetbie r1a3a! Ho Thl rOBOpHIIE, OHA CrisITHIA?

— Bosbiiyto 9acTh BpeMeHU MOKOPHast, HO OYeHb MeITTUTENIbHAS ¥ OyiiHAS BO BpeMs ITPUTIAJIKA.
PonHbie roBOpAT, YTO BceMy BUHOM CKOPOb U yziap Io ToJioBe.

— Ecnmu pasym u3 Hee BoIOUM, BOEH ero ooparHo, — orpe3as OBagusi. — Her cmbicia xajietb
po3ry, KOorjia pevb UIET O AeTAX U cymacieammx. OHu oueHb MoXoxu. CTaHOBATCS TUKAPSIMU, €CITU
ocTaBUTh Oe3 nprucMmoTpa. EnuHcTBeHHOE NiekapcTBo — HakazaHue. Tol! leBuonka! Mosxerb ToBo-
puTh?

Meiiknvic B3OpOrHyJia U KMBHYJIA.

— MBblI criplany, 9to y Tedst ObIBAIOT KOLIMaphI, JUTsI Moe, — ipoposikai OBaaus. — Pacckaxu
O HUX.

Mars 3arnperuia Me#Kmc roBopuTh 0 cBoux cHax. Ho marh Oosbliie He MaTh, U OOeIIaHus,
MOXO0%ke, TeTepb He UMEIT oco0oro 3HaueHwus. [10aToMy AeBoUKa, 3aMKasCh, MpoJierneTaia HeCKOJIbKO
HECBSI3HBIX TIPEJIOKEHHI O YEPHOW KOMHATE, IETOTKAX ¥ JICTAOIINX JIMIIAX.

OBajius ¢ IOBOJIBHBIM BHIOM HE TO XOXOTHYJI, HE TO TUXOHBKO KalLISHYIL.

— Tl 3HaeIb, KTO 9TH CYIIECTBA, KOTOPBIE ABJIAIOTCS TeOe B KomMapax? — OCBeJJOMUIICS OH.

MeWiKknvc CrIOTHYIA, TIPek/ie YeM KUBHYTh.

— MepTBbie cO37aHMsA, — OTBETHJIA OHA.

— CnoMJyieHHBIe MEPTBbIE CO3/IaHUs1, — TIOMTPABIJI JIOPI, CJIOBHO Peyb 11 O BAXKHOM OT/IMYUH. —
Cnabpie. Yepecuyp crnabble, 9TOOBI YKPEMUTHCS U IEPKAThCs, He uMes Tefa. OHU XOTST MOJMyYUTh
TBOE... Thl Bellb 3Haem b 00 3ToM. He Tak ym? Ho 31eck oHu 10 TeOst He IOTAHYTCA. DTO apasuThl,
Y MBI YHHUTOXAEeM UX, KaK KPBIC.

B co3Hanum MeWKnuc BCIUTBUIM PaCIUIBIBIIMECS MCTUTeNIbHBIE jnia. «Criadble, MepTBbIC,
cJloMJIeHHBle cymecTBa. [lapa3uThl, KOTOPHIX CleAyeT YHHUTOXaTh». OHa MOCKOpee 3axJIOMHYJa
JBEPb 32 STUMH MBICJISIMU, HO OHM HEe COOMPAICh OCTaBaThCs B3arepTu. Melknuc 3atpsicio. OHa
HUYEro He MOIJIa C 3TUM IOJesIaTh.

— OHu npokJATe? — Bhinaawia oHa. «Marte noitnet B af? U 3o s nocnana ee B ag?» — CBsi-
IIIEHHUK CKa3aJl. ..
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— 0O, uyma emy B OTKY ! — psiBkHY1 OBagusi. — Te0s1, riynas JeBYOHKa, BHIPACTUIIN B ITypUTAH-
ckoM JioroBe! CTprkeHasi XaHKecKas IIaliKa IMyCTOCJIOBOB! DTOT CBSAIIEHHUK KOTJa-HUOYAh TOUHO
TIOTIAJIET B aJ1 ¥ YTAIIUT 32 COOOM CBOIO pasHoIepcTHYIO acTBy! M ecu Thl He 3a0y/enis Bech Opej,
KOTOpbIY BOWJIM TeOe B TOJIOBY, IOMIEIIH TOMH ke Aoporoil. OHM XOTst Obl KpeCcTUIM Teds1? — CIIPOCHIT
OH M OIOOPHUTENILHO KPSKHYJI, KOTJla OHAa KMBHYNA. — UTO Xke, 1Mo KpaitHel Mepe XOTb 3T0. A co3fa-
HUS. .. KOTOpPBIE XOTAT Mpodparbest Tede B Mo3r. .. Vim 310 ynanocs?

— Her, — 3aBepuiia Melknuc, HEBOJILHO B3/1pOTrHYB. — [IbITanCh, HO £1... s1 CONPOTUBIISIIAC.

— M1 nomkHs! ObITh YBepeHsl. [lonoiinu ciopa! lait mocMoTpers Ha TeOsl.

Meiikuc, 3aHepBHUYAB, MpUOIM3UiIach. CTapuK MPOTSHYN PYKY U C YIUBHTEIBHOW CHJIOH
cKaJl ee moOOpOAOK. MeHKIHMC, pacTepsIBIIMCh, BCTPETUJIA €r0 B3I U TYT ke ydysila 3amax 371a,
Pa3IUTOro B BO3IyXe, KaK JIbiM. Ero MopiuHucTOE 1110, HATOMUHABIIEE Teorpaduyeckyio Kapry,
ObLIO TYCKJIBIM. B OT/IMUme OT 171a3 — XOJIOIHBIX, I[BETa MyTHOTO sSHTaps1. [leBoUyka He TOHUMAJIa, 4To
9TO O3HAYaeT, HO TOYHO 3Haua: ¢ OBaauel 4yTo-To HenaHO. HaXomuThes psioM ¢ HUM He XOTENOCh.
[Toromy 4TO OTHBIHE OHA B OIIACHOCTH.

Ero nmiio codpanock MeKMMHU MOPIIMHAMY M CKJIAIKaMH, CJIOBHO OeceJoBajio caMo C COOOM.
[ToToM OH PUKPBLT JPEeBHUE IJ1a3a U CTal U3ydaTh MEUKIUC CKBO3b MOTYIPUKPBITHIE BEKH.

Yro-TO npourcxoamsio. YTo-To Kacajaock CBEKHMX cCalvH B ee ayie. Mccnenosano. [Ipoiymbl-
BaJI0. MeMKM1C mpoTecTyIoIIe BCKPUKHYJIA U MOMBITAIaCch BRIPBAThCs M3 pyK OBauu, HO €ro XBaTrka
Obl1a OOJIE3HEHHO CUIIbHOM. Ha MrHOBeHHMe el ToKa3anoch, YTO OHa CHOBA BEPHYJIACh B KOIIIMAp, B
CBOIO TEMHYI0 KOMHATYIIIKY, B YIIIaX 3ByYUT PACTEKAIOIIUICS TOJI0C U O€3KaTOCTHBIN IyX PBET KOT-
TSIMH €€ pacCyloK. ..

JleBouKa KOpPOTKO, Pe3KO BCKPHKHYJIA U MOMPOOOBaia JOTSAHYThCS 0 CBOUX COJNAAT — 3alHT-
HUKOB cO3HaHuUs. M, Korna crasia MbICJIEHHO COMPOTHBIISATHCS, OLIYTHIA, KAK MPOIIYIIbIBAIOIIEe TIPH-
cyrcrBue oTcTynuio. [lansiel OBaguy OTHYCTUIM ee oAO0pOAOK. MelKNue OTHpsiHy/a, yraua Ha
T0J1 ¥ CBepHYJIach KiIyooukoM. CTHCHY/Ia BEKH, 3akKaja Yy KyJaKaMu.

— Xa! — Boitox OBaguu npo3Byvall CKopee cMeXoM. — BO3MOKHO, Thl U cyMesia X OTOTHaTb.
O, npekpatu HbITh, AUTs! [loka uTo 51 Bepio Tebe, HO MOMMM BOT UTO: €CJIM OJMH U3 STHX MEPTBBIX
MapasvToB CBUJI FHE3[]0 B TBOEM MO3TY, Tebe IPO3UT OMACHOCTb. Thl HE CMOXKEIb BbIKEYb €ro 6e3
Hallleil TOMOLIH.

Cepare y Meiiknc ctydasio MojiotoM. [pimars OsU10 TpyaHO. Beero Ha cekyHay oHa cKpe-
CTWJIa B3MJIsA] CO 3710M. Buziena ero, u oHo Bujeno ee. Yto-1o KOocHyJ0ch ee co3HaHus. CoBceM Kak
3TO JIeJIaJIi MEPTBELIBL.

Ho OBanust He MepTB, BepHO? MelKnuc BujieNa, Kak OH JbIIUT. JJoKHO ObITh, OHA OIINOIACh.
Bo3MOKHO, BCe apuCTOKpAThl TAKKE e CTPAIIIHbIE.

— YcBoii 01HO, — 00BSIBUIT OH O€3 BCSIKOM TeryIoThl. — HUKTO He xouet Teds B3Th. HUKOMY ThI
He HykHa. [laxe porncrBeHHUKaM Matepu. HTepecHo, uTo Oyaer ¢ ToOoi B 3ToM mupe? Bpocar B
Bennam? A ecnu u HeT, Toyiaraio, Thl yMpeIllb OT roJIofia M 3aMep3Helb Ha yuIie. A MOXeT, Tes
yOBIOT M3-32 TeX JIOXMOThEB, KOTOPbIE Thl HA3bIBACIIIb OACKION. .. ECin TOMBKO MepTBbIE Mapa3uThI
HE HaWAyT TeOsl paHblIe.

HemHoro nomMouaB, CTapik 3aroBOPIJI CHOBA, Ha 9TOT pa3 HETEPIEIUBO:

— IlocmoTpu TOBKO Ha 3TO Iposkailee, MOKporasoe cyuiectBo! [lomectute ee Tam, e oHa
HHUYEro He CMOXeT pa3ouThb. [leBouKa, Thl IOJKHA BHIKA3aTh XOTh KAKyI0-TO OJ1arogapHOCTb U TOCITY-
IIaHWe W IPEKPATUTh ITH MPUTIAJKH, WA Mbl BRIKMHEM TeOs1 Ha mycromm! Y Torna HUKTO He 3alu-
THUT TeOs1, KOTra MapasuThl ABATCS 3a TOOOW. OHU MOXKPYT TBOK MO3T, KaK MSICO WU SIATIO.
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I'naBa 5

Morozoit 1oAaroBs3bIiA cityra noeej Meiknuc cHavasia 1o OfHOW JIECTHUIIE, TOTOM IO JAPYTroi
Y HaKOHeIT TIOKa3aJl el MaJIeHbKYIO Y3Kyl0 KOMHATEeHKY TJIe CTOsITa KpOBaTh C TIO(DSIKOM ¥ HOYHBIM
TOPIIIKOM 1071 Hed. Ha okHe ObLiH peleTky, 3aT0 Ha CTeHaX MOpXaid HAPUCOBAHHBIE MITHIILI, 1 MelK-
MHC MOAyMaJa, uTo 3[eCh, BO3MOXKHO, Oblla JeTcKas. Moofoil ciyra Ka3ajcs MOYTH MajbdlKOM.
I'aps Ha ero GOJBINON ropOaThii HOC, COBCEM Kak y ceoro muctepa Kpoy, Melkiic ckBo3b rnejieHy
YCTaJIOCTH 33/1471aCh BOITPOCOM, YK HE POJCTBEHHUKH JI OHU.

— Cuuraif, yto TeOe MOBE3J0, U MPEKPATH CBOW BBIXOJKH, — MIOCOBETOBAJI OH, CTaBs Ha TIOJ
PSIIOM C Hell KyBIIMH C JISTKUM IMMBOM M MUCKY € TOXJIeOKoi. — He cMmell Bu3karh U KMIaThCs Ha
moziel, noHsia? Ha takue mpojenky y Hac Bcerja HaiaeTcs najka.

JIBepb 3a HUM 3aKpbulach. B CKBaXkuHe MOBEpHYICS KoY. MeHKnuc ocTanach HaeAuHe CO
cBouM HepgoymMenueM. Kumarbcst Ha monieii? Pa3Be oHa Ha Takoe crioco6Ha? Terepb oHa OblIa OKOH-
YaresbHO COMTA C TOJIKY.

Meiiknvic MpUHSIACH 32 TIOXJIEOKY, IS CKBO3b MPYThs PEIIeTKH Ha cepoe HeOO, TBOP, MO
Y MYCTOIM 32 OKpyXawoulen 1oM orpagoil. Heyxenu oTHeIHE 3TO ee JoM HaBcerga? DTa KOMHaTa
B OarrHe, craBias ee TioppMoii? U el CykIeHO COCTapUThCs 37eCh, TIOANbIIe OT JIOACKUX IJ1a3 U
BCAKUX Oell, B Ka4ecTBe JOMAIIHeH cymacieiiei mpu Permorrax?

MeiiKIuc He MOTJIa 3aCHYTh: CJIMIIIKOM MHOTO MBbICJIEH TECHUIIOCH B rosioBe. OHa BAPYT MOHSIA,
YTO MepsieT ImaraMy KoMHaty. MiHOorga ieBovka co3HaBasia, 4To pa3roBapvBaeT cama ¢ coOou. Mnm
YTO0 OOPMOTAHUE 3aCTPSIIO B TOPJIE M OHA M3/IaeT TOPTAHHBIE 3BYKHU.

CTeHsbl Bpalaiiuch, MOKa OHa MeTaslach, KMJasch TO B OfIHY, TO B JIpyrylo cTopoHy. O6ou cxo-
IWJIM CIIOSIMU, Kak cepeOprcTast Oepe3oBast kopa. OHa criopuiia ¢ )apoy M IIyMOM B MO3Ty. B Kom-
HaTe HAXOAUJICS KTO-TO ellie, OH ObLT He OJIMH, W BCSI KOMITaHUS Besia ce0s1 6e3paccynHo. Ho kaskpiii
pas, Korjga AeBOYKa 000paunBaIach, OKa3bIBaJIOCh, YTO 3a CIIMHOW Y HEee HUKOTO HeT.

Hakowner| HOru y Hee MOAKOCHIIMCh, OHAa PyXHYJIAa Ha TIOJI U OCTasach JIekKaTh, YyBCTBYs ceOs
CJIMIIIIKOM OTPOMHOM U TSIKEJIOH, YTOOBI MoIeBeuThCsl. CIOBHO YacTh 3eMIIM, COCTOSIBIIASI U3 TOP
¥ JIOJIVH, T/ie MyTelIeCTBeHHUKOB 0f101eBav 00Jb M 3yA. MelKmuc 6e3 BCAKOro MHTepeca paccMmar-
pUBaja 3TUX IMyTHUKOB, ITOKA APEMOTa He OfoIeNia ee.

B cHax oHa 11112 110 J1ecy, U yepe3 Kaxk/iple HECKOJIbKO LIaroB Mepe]] Hel BbIpacTal JPeBECHbIN
crBos1. OHa HaTBIKAJIACH Ha HUX, U OT DTOI'O HAa TEJIE€ OCTAaBaJIUCh CUHAKN. Ha BeTBax Ccuaein camMmbie
pas3Hble MTUIIB, 3aTMBAsACh Tpessimu. Hacmexasich Hag Heil. HeOo oTmBasio cepo-4epHbIM, Kak Tajio-
Ybe KPbLJIO, a TOpsio MeWKIHC caTHIIO OT KPUKOB.

Omna npocHyJ1ach B CyMepKax U TYIO YCTaBHIach Ha (PUOJIETOBOE HEOO C )KUPHBIMU JIOXMOTBSIMU
00J1aKOB, Ha (pOHE KOTOPHIX METATUCH CTANKH JIETYYHX MBI, OYITO MpavYHble MBICITH.

Ona nexaiia Ha nony. He Ha kpoBatu. Bee Teno Hajacaano Hbuto. MelKnuc moMopIuiach,
OCTOPOXHO ceJla, onupasich pykou o0 noin. Boneno Bee. [Jaxke nagonu nmmnano. PaccMoTpeB nx, oHa
OOHapyKWJia TEMHbIE CCATUHBI Ha KOCTSIIKAX MaJiblieB. Ternepb HOrTH ObLIM He TOJBKO MOJIOMAHBI,
HO HEeKOTOpble copBaHbl. Ha IeBOM BHCKe U MPaBOU MIeKe MOSBUINCH OOJIE3HEHHBIE MTPUITYXJIOCTH.
Omrynas ceds1, OHa HaIllIa CHHSAKY Ha pyKax U Oeape. «YTo co MHOM CITy4rIIOCh?» — CIIPOCHIIA OHA
ceOs1.

Bo3morkHO, ¢ Hell mpuKmourics npunagok. pyroro oObscHeHus mpocto HeT. IlycTh cayra
yrpoxai ei naikoi. Ho oHa, HaBepHOe, 3ameTnia Obl, ecii Obl OH BOIIENT U u30ui ee. «JomKHO
OBbITh, 51 cama ceOsl MoKayieunsIa. 31ech HUKOTO HEeT, KpOMe MEHSI».

CJI0BHO B HACMEIIIKY, OHA YCTIBIIIAJIA IITyM 3a CIIMHOM. Melknuc o0epHyiach B TOMCKaX UCTOY-
HuKa 3ByKOB. Huuero. [TycTas koMHaTa ¥ IPOTSIHYBIIUFCS TIO IOy BOCBMUYTOJIBHUK CBETA U3 OKHA.
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Ceparie GemeHo 3aK0I0TUIOCh. 3BYK ObUT OIIETOMJISIONIE OTYET/INB, KaK Ybe-TO JbIXaHUe Ha
11ee, ImeKoTaiiee yxo. M Bce ke MUHYTY CITYCTsI OHa He MorJ1a Obl ero onucats. ['pyObiit. JKUBOTHBII.
Bor u Bce.

W Tyt neBouka yuysuia 3anax. BoHb ropsiueil KpoBu, OCEHHEW JIECHOW 3€MJIM, MOKPOM JIOIIa-
AMHOY WK coOaubel MKypbl. CUIbHBIA. MeHKI1C cpasy ero y3Hasa.

Ona ObL1a He ofiHA.

«Ho 3t0 HeBo3moskHO! OH Bbker ceOsi! Y mbl B Tpex ausx mytu ot [orutapa! Kak on Mor MeHs
HaiTh? 371eCh e YHUUTOKAT mpu3pakoB! Kak oH Mor rpodparbest B I'pusxeii3 HezaMedeHHbIM? |»

Ho on npoOpasicsi. DTy BOHb Helb3sl HEe y3HaTh. KakvM-TO HEMOHATHBIM 00pa3oM MeaBe.b
OKa3aJICsl B OJIHOM C HEW KOMHare.

MeiiKIuc NonsATUIaCh K IBEPH, MPEKPACHO MIOHMMasI, YTo 3TO Oecrose3no. Obexaa riazamu
TeMHyl0 KomHaty. Ciuikom MHOro TeHedd. OTKyna 3a Hell HAOMIONAIOT MOMYIpOo3payHble Tia3za?
[Touemy? [Touemy oH nocnenoBai 3a Hei?

Meiiknuc Oblia HaryraHa ¥ 4yBCcTBOBaIa cebs npeganHoi. OH XOTel OTOMCTUTh CBOMM MYYH-
TEJIsIM, HO OHA-TO HUYEM ero He odupaena! YecTHo roBopsi, Torna B «AHresne» OHa MOAyMana, YTo
ME>K/1y HIMH IIPOMEJTbKHYJIa UCKPa B3aMMHOTO COYYBCTBHSI, COBMECTHO Pa3/Ie/IeHHON OOJH U SIPOCTH
Y OH BCTYNUJICS, YTOOBI CIIACTH €e. ..

«Ho 310 mpuspak. A mpu3paku XOTST OIHOTo: MpoOpaThcsi B TBOIO ToJIoBy. M OH K TOMYy ke
3Bepb ¥ HIUeM TeOe He oOs3aH! MinnoTka! Heyskenu Thl B caMoM Jielie TIoiyMaJia, YTo OH TBOM pyr7»
A Tenepb OHa 3amepTa B OJHOI ¢ HUM KoMHaTe. bexarb Hekyaa. CracTuch HEBO3MOKHO.

BHeszanHo B yxe pa3jasics MOLIHbINA, JOKpacHa pacKaleHHbI pblk. OrnymmrensHbiil! bianke
Omu3koro. Crumkom 6113K0. MelKnuce 3araHuKoBaja U, ¢ BU3TOM METHYBIIKCH K JIBEPH, 3aKOJIO-
THJIA B HEE KyJlaKaMHu.

— Brimyctute MeHs1! — 3aBomnuia oHa. — Bl JOMKHBI MEHs BBITYCTUTh! 3/1€Ch UTO-TO €CTh!
3nech npuspax!

«0, moxanyiicTa, MOXayicTa, MycTh MOCTaBAT CTpakHMKA mepen aBepbio! M mycTh Kro-
HUOYIb BO JBOPE MEHS YCITBIIIUT |»

Meiiknuc nondexana K OKHY U MOIBITaTach TPOTUCHYTh JIUIO MEXKY TPYThsSIMHU.

— INomoruTte! — 3aBonMIIa OHA BO BCIO CUJTY JieTKuX. — [TomoruTe!

Xonozn npyTheB o0xkurai auio. OHU NPUKUMAIUChH K IPAaBOMY BUCKY U JIEBOH IIeKe, KaK pa3 B
TEeX MecTaXx, rje Obutn cuHsKU. OIyIeHre NoTPsCIIO ee, BEPHYB CMyTHBIE BOCTIOMUHAHUS. O THAX bl
OHa yXe IBITaJach TPOCYHYTh TOJIOBY MEKAY MpyThsaMu. OUeBUIHO, pBajiach Ha CBOOOMY, K SICHOMY
HeOy.

Meiikiuc yciplinaia, Kak ee COOCTBEHHBIN BOIUIb MPEBPAIIACTCs] B TOPTAHHBIN OECKOHEUHBIH
peB. Teneps ee M0 MPUKUMATIOCH K TIPYThsIM C Kajlevallel CUjIou, MOBOPAYUBaJIOCh, IPOTUCKUBA-
nock Briepes. [lepen ra3aMu JEeBOYKHM TUIABAIM TEMHbIE MSITHA. Pyku 6eCriionHo napanaii KaMeHb,
KO’Ka Ha KOHYMKAX TMaJIblIEB CTepIach. ..

«[pekparu, — Benena oHa cede. — [Ipekparu. YUTo ke ThI Jesaenib ?»

Wcruna nopasuina ee, CJIOBHO Najaomias 3Be3/a.

«O Boxe! O Boxe nedecHsiit! Kakas xe s qypa! Koneuno, measenb cMor BoiTH B [ pusxeis.
U xoneuHo, oH 31echk! OH Bo MHE!»

OclenieHHbIN, OTUYasBIIMIACS, O3JI00JICHHBIN MPU3paK, BeenuBinmiicsa B Meiiknvc. Ee xymamme
CTpaxu ONpaBJauch. Ternepb MeaBeb OyJeT ABUTAThCS B HEW OLIYIbBIO U OKOHYATEBHO TTOBPEIUT
paccynok! Uckaneuurt, pazaeper B KpOBb €€ TeJIO B JIMXOPAJ0YHOM CTPEMJIEHUU MIOKUHYTh KOMHATY
B Oarse. . .

«[Ipexpamu! »

CmMepTenbHO HalyraHHasi, OHa CHOBA MPU3BaJia Ha TIOMOIIb TaK JOJITO APeMaBIlUe CHIIB 000-
POHBI, aHTeJIOB ee co3HaHus1. OHM CIUTOTWIIMCh U PUHYJIUCH B OOH, M OHA YCJIBIIIAa PeB Me/IBe/isl.
CBepxyesoBeyeckuM ycuiIreM Boiid MEeNKITUC 3aKpblia I71a3a, 3aKTI0UMB B TEMHOTY ceOst 1 Me/IBe/Isl.
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Ota HOYb ObLTa HATIOHEHA OE3MOJIBHBIM IIIYMOM, U €€ CO3HAHKEe PEBEJIO B TAKOH ke MaHHKe, Kakas
oOypeBaja u MeJBeIs.

Yro-1o npousoriuio. BHe3arnHbiii yaap coTpsc ee CO3HaHue /10 caMol ceplieBuHbl. Ha kakoe-1o
MTHOBEHHE OHa OLIYTHJIa, KaK jayiia ObeTcsi M OOpeTcs 3a TO, YTOObl BHIPOBHSATHCS, OOPECTH PaBHO-
Becre. BocrioMuHaHMsI KCTEKaIM KPOBBIO, MBICIM PBATUCH B KJIOUbs. MenBenb HaOpocuIIcs Ha Hee.
W Bce ke MMEHHO 3TOT yAap CTall TO BCTPSACKOW, YTO BbiBeIa MEWKINUC U3 MaHUKU.

«Bowntcs. On Goutcs».

Ona mpesicTaBUIa OTPOMHOTO MeBe/sl, 3aTEPSHHOrO0 BO Mpake, 0e3 Jpy3eid, MOWMaHHOTO B
JIOBYIIKY, ¥ 9TO IPOOJIKAIOCh OUYEHb A0JIT0. 3Bepb HE MOT IIOHSTH, /1€ OH, TOYEMY 3]€Ch OKa3ajcs,
MOYEMY ero TeJO CTajo TAKUM CTPaHHBIM, Tak ociadno. OH co3HaBaJI OIHO: HA HETO HAMAAIoT, KaK
Harajaau Beeraa.

MeKIIC OCTOPOXHO, HO PEIIUTENHHO B3siyia ce0s1 B pyKH U CTasa yIpaBisTh JbixanueM. Crio-
KOWHO BJIbIXaJia M BBIJbIXaJIa, CTApasiCh 3aMEJINTh CeplieOMeHre, U3rHaTh CTpax, YTo MeIBEb Pas3o-
pBeT ee U3HYTpu. «Tuie», — MBICJIEHHO TpollenTaia oHa Menseao. Y cHoBa npescraBuia 3Beps.
Ho tenieps oHa cTosisia psiioM C HUM, BHITSIHYB BIlepell pyKH, Kak B TOT MOMEHT, KOT/1a OHU IbITAJINChH
3aIUTHUTH OPYT ApyTa.

«Tue, measens. Tuie. D10 g».

Be3MosBHBIN peB CMEHUJICS TAKUM ke Oe3MOJIBHBIM MPEPHIBUCTHIM phlYaHreM. Bo3MoxkHO, OH
ycnen y3Hath ee. CoBceM HeMHOro. Bo3MokHO, MOHSUI, UTO TEeNeph Ha HETO HUKTO HE Harla/laeT.

«51 TBOM ;ApyT, — CKa3ajia OHa eMy, a 3ateM: — S TBOsI merepar.

«Hemepa».

Mengseap He TOHUMAJT CJIOB, HO MEWKITMC YyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO OH HEPEITMTEHHO ITPUHSL MBICIIb,
B3sIB €€ B JIambl, Kak OepyT s1070K0. MOXeT, OH HUKOI/Ia He ObLT IMKKMM U C MJIaJIeHUYeCTBa poc Ha
neru. Ho Bce ke ocraBasics MeIBEeIeM U B TIIyOWHE AyIIM 3HAJI, 4TO Takoe memepa. [lemepa — He
TioppMa. Ilemepa — 310 1om.

YcnokouBimck, MefKmuc 3a/1a71ach BOIPOCOM, KaK OHa MOTJIa HE 3aMETHTh, YTO MeJBe b ITPO-
OpaJics K Hell B rojioBy. MOXeT, IOCTOsSIHHASI TOIITHOTA U CTPaHHBIE OIIYIIEHUs — 9TO BCE OTTOTO, UTO
MeBEe/II0 Hy’KHO ObJIO MECTO B €€ CO3HAHHU.

OH O6OMBIIION, €ClT MOKXHO NMPUMEHUTHh TAKOe CJIOBO IJIsS OMMCAHUSI YEro-TO MPU3PAYHOTrO.
Tenepr MeliKIuc 4yBCTBOBaA €ro 0e31yMHyIo cuity. OH, BO3MOKHO, CIIOCOOEH Pa3pyIIUThb ee pac-
CYJIOK TaK ke JIeTKO, KaK OJHOM JIarioy mepepBarh ei TopIio, eCiv Obl OHU BCTPETUIINCH B ku3HU. HO
OH CTaJl CIIOKOWHEee, M OHA MOHsIJIA, YTO €ro BJIACTh HAJl ee TeJIOM HeMHOro ociadna. Teneppb oHa, 1o
KpaiiHell Mepe, MOTJIa IJI0TaTh, PacCiIaOUTh IJICUH, IIIeBEJTUTh MaJTblIaMH.

Meiikmuc eie Kakoe-To BpeMsi coOMpasach ¢ MykecTBOM. M TOJIbKO NOTOM OTKpbLIA IJ1a3a,
yOeIMBIINCH MIepe]] ITUM, UYTO CTOUT CIIMHOM K OKHY. [[J1s1 MeiBe/sl pelieTka Morjia 03Ha4aTh TIOPbMY,
a OHa He XOTeJa, YTOOBl OH CHOBa B30yHTOBasICsA. [1oaTOMY OIycTHIIa I71a3a Ha COOCTBEHHbIE JIAIOHH.
[No3Bonmia MeaBeAl0 UX yBUIETh. MEIJICHHO COTHYJIA M pa3orHYyJa Majblibl, YTOOBI OH 3HA: 3TO
ee eIMHCTBEeHHbIE Jarbl. [To3BoMIa eMy paccMOTPeTh COPBaHHbIE HOI'TH, OKPOBABJIEHHbIE KOHUMKU
TaJIbLIEB.

«Hukakux korreit, menseab. [Tpoctu».

Jlerkoe cogporanve — roxoxe, MeABeb YTO-TO MOUyBcTBOBaI. OH HarHyin ronoBy Menkmnuc
Y CTaJI 32JTM3bIBATH U3PAHEHHBIE MAJTBIIBI.

OH XMBOTHOE U HUYEM el He 00s13aH. OH MpU3paK, Ha KOTOPOTo HeJib3s MOJIOKUThCS. Bo3-
MOXHO, MeJIBe[Ib JIUMJ1 COOCTBEHHbIE paHbl. Ho 1n3a1 OH 0ueHb OCTOPOKHO, CJIOBHO MOKAJICYEHHOTO
AETEHbIIIA.

K Tomy BpemeHH, Kak B KOMHATe TIOSIBUJICS] MOJIOZIOH CITyTa ¢ pO3roi, 4TOObI BHITOPOTh MeHK-
IIMC 32 TO, YTO «BbUIA, KaK S3BIYHUK, U MOJH:IA NIEPENONOX», AeBOYKa MpUHsIa pemieHre. OHa He
IIpeacT MeaBe. . .
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Jlopn ®eaMOoTT roBOpHII, UTO JepsKaTh B TOJI0BE OYHCTBYIOIINI MPU3PAK OMACHO, U, BO3MOKHO,
ato npasaa. Ho ona Her3moOuina OBaguo. YyBcTBOBaa cebs 1Of €ro B3MISI0M, KaK MBIIIb B Iap-
crBe coB. Ecii oHa MporoBopuTCst 0 Me/IBEAie, JIOpI KaKUM-TO 00pa3oM BBIPBET €ro U3 Hee M YHH-
YTOXKUT.

KoneuHo, prckoBaHHO XpaHUTh CEKPETHI OT Takoro yesnoseka. Eciu oH y3Haer, yro Meknuc
YTO-TO CKPBIBAET, Y)KACHO PAa303JIUTCS U, BEPHO, UCHIOJIHUT YIPO3Yy — BHIKMHET €€ Ha MyCTOLIN WU
ortonuieT B bemnam, rae ona Oyger cHIeTh Ha LeNny U KaXAbld JeHb TeprneTh nopky. Ho Mefikmnuc
ObL1a paga, YTo HUKTO He IMpPUIIEN Ha MOMOIIIb, KOrJa OHA Kpryasia. MenBeio HU pa3y B KU3HU HE
JaJIM 1aHca Ha cripaBeyiuBocTh. OHa BCe, YTO y HEro ecTb. A Me/IBeb — BCE, UTO €CThb Y Hee.

[osTomy OHa MoT4aIa, KOrJa po3ra HECKOJIBKO pa3 Co CBUCTOM OOOKIVIA IUIeUH U criuHy. Bosb
ObL1a CUJTbHOM, 1 MeHKIHC 3Haa, 4To ocTaHyTcs pyorbl. Ho 3axMypuiiack 1 moctapaiach yCIOKOUTD
mensens. Eciv oHa BbliifeT U3 ceOsi 1 HAUHET COMPOTHUBIIATHCSA, KaK, BUIMMO, Jiejiajia BCe 3TO BpeMs,
PaHO WU MO3IHO KTO-TO MOXKET 3ar0J03PUTh, YTO B HEW 0OOCHOBAJICS TIPU3PAYHBIH KUJIEL].

— 3Haelllb JI1, MHE 9TO COBCEM He€ I10 J1y1lIe, — XaHKEeCKU 3aMETUJI MOJIOAOH YesloBeK, U Menknuc
MojIyMasia, 4YTo OH, BO3MOXHO, BEpUT B TO, YTO TOBOPUT. — HO 3TO paaum TBoero ke Onara.

Ona 3anofo3puiia, YTO paHble OH HUKOTrJa HU HaJl KEM HE MMeJ CTOJIbKO BJIACTH.

ITocne ero yxona rma3za y MeikIuc cie3uimnch, a ClivHa ropesia, CJI0BHO €€ MPHKaIU K pacKa-
JIEHHBIM TIPYThsiM. U 3Ta 60716 BepHYJIa BOCTIOMUHAHMSI, TTPaB/ia He ee COOCTBEHHbIE.

T'umapnele nepedopel u wym madoopa nYAbCUPOBANU Y Hee 8 KOCMAX U NPOOYICOAI 80CNO-
MUHAHUSL O 20PSUUX Y2ONbAX, OPOULEHHBIX NOO HEICHbIe, elle 00B0NbHO MANEHbKUE NANKU, YmMO0bl
3acmaeume manyesamse. Ona NOWAMHYAACL U NONLIMANACL 6CMAMb HA 6C€ Uemblpe AaNnbl, HO Myn
J1ce noayuuna OoNe3HeHHbII Yyoap no mMopoe.

310 OBUTH AETCKHE BOCTIOMUHAHMSI MeJIBE/IsI O TOM, KaK ero apeccupoBaiu. B Meiliknuc cHOBa
BCIIBIXHYJI THEB 32 HECUacTHOTO 3Bepsi. OHa 0OHsuIa cedst pyKamu, IIOTOMY YTO 3TO ObUT eJMHCTBEH-
HBII cI0cO0 OOHSATH Me/IBE/ISI.

B 3T0T MOMEHT OHM BMecTe YTO-TO MOHsUM — Meknuc u measenp. IHorna npuxoauTces Tep-
nets 00Jb, MHAYE JIIOAW NPUYMHAT Tebe eme Oosbinyio 0osb. VIHOTIA MPUXOOUTCSl BHIHOCUTD BCE
u TeprieTh modou. Ecim noBeseT u eciu Bce couTyT TeOsl yKPOILIEHHBIM U APECCHPOBAHHBIM. .. BO3-
MO’HO, HACTAaHET MOMEHT, KOTJa Thl CyMEelllb HAaHECTU Yyiap.
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I'naBa 6

Meiiknvic pa3dynnio ciadoe Mo3BsSKMBAaHME. B MmepBylo CeKyHIy OHa He TOHsJIA, Te HaxXo-
JWTCS, HO CaTHSAIIME PaHbl OBICTPO 3aCTaBUJIM BCIIOMHUTH Bee. BUamnMo, el He JOBepsT HACTONBKO,
IwITO6I>I OCTaBUTh CBEYY WJIM CBETUJIIbHUK, TAK YTO CBET HpO6I/IBEU]CH TOJIBKO B OKHO.

JleBouKa MPUIMOTHSIACH U C UCITYyTOM COOOpasuiia, 4YTo B OKHE, Ha (poHe TycTO-(hHOIeTOBOrO
BeYepHero HeOa, TOPUUT UbsI-TO TOJIOBA, A B MPYThs PEIIETKH MOCTYKMBAET pyKa. 3BSIK-3BSAK-3BSIK.

— Dii! — npoienTan YeaoBekK.

[MomareiBasich, Melkmuc BcTaia v MoxpoMaia K okHy. KakoBo ke ObLIO ee yIuBJIeHue, KOorua
OHa OOHApY’KHJIa TOIIETO MAPHUIIIKY JIET YeThIPHAIATH, IeTUIABIIerocs 3a creHy. OH ¢ TpyJioM yrep-
KUBAJICS HA Y3KOM KapHH3e, LeTUIssICh OJHON pyKoW 3a peleTky. KaimraHoBble BOJIOCH, CIaBHOE,
XOTSI M OUeHb HeKpacuBoe, yrpsiMoe Jiuiio. [loxosxe, ero He myrajia nepcrekTUBa yrnacTb C YeTBEPTOro
staxa. Ero ogexa Oputa srydrie, yeM y MelKuc, Moxanyi, CIUIITKOM XOPOITa JJIst CITyTH.

— Kro TBI? — pe3ko cnpocuia oHa.

— JlxeiiMc YUHHEpII, — OTBETUJI OH, CJIOBHO 3TO BCE OOBSCHSIIO.

— Yero tede Hago? — npormmena MedKIic B MOJIHON YBEPEHHOCTH, YTO OH HE JIOJKEH HaXo-
JWTHCS 371eCh. Eif IOBOAMIIOCH CIIBIIIATH, YTO JIIOAM MHOT/IA Iocelnany beaiam, 4To0sl mon3ieBaThest
HAaJl CyMacIIeAIMMU, 1 Obl7Ta He B HACTPOESHUH Oece/IoBaTh C 3eBaKaMU WJIM HACMEIITHUKAMU.

— [Ipummen nocMotpeTs Ha TeOs1, — mportentan oH. — Moy cioga! f xody ¢ ToO0# MOroBOpUTb.

OnHa HEOXOTHO HampaBWIach K okHy. [Toxoxke, MeBeIb He JIIOOM CJUIIKOM MPUOINKATHCS K
JIONISIM, ¥ OHA He XOTeJIa, YTOOB OH B3OYHTOBAJICS.

Korpa Ha 1110 AeBOYKY yTiaj CBET, MapeHb 32 OKHOM He TO TOPKECTBYIOIIE, HE TO HEJIOBEPUUBO
YCMEXHYJICS:

— Tak 3To mpaBaa! Y Te0s Tako# ke mogOOpoIoK, Kak y MeHs! Jla, — OTBeTHII OH B OTBET Ha ee
M3YMJICHHBIN B3MJIsAI. — DTO Hallle MaJieHbkoe HacencTBo. [oamuck capa [urepa.

KpoBb Opocuiiack B miio Me#knuc, Korjga o Hee JOIIIO0, YTO OH UMeeT B BUIYy. 3HAYUT, OHA
HE eJJMHCTBEHHBIN MMOOOUHBIN pebeHok capa [Turepa!

B nmyie et XoTenoch BEpUTH, UTO POAUTENH JIIOOWIN JPYT Opyra U, CIe[0BATENIbHO, ee CO0-
CTBEHHOE CYIIIeCTBOBAHUE XOTh KaK-ToO onpasaaHo. Ho HeT, Bcero BeposiTHee, MaTh ObLTa KpaTKOBpe-
MEHHBIM yBJICUeHHeM, He OoJiee Toro.

— 41 TeGe He Bepio, — MpolIenTana MenKIIc, XOTs Ha CaMOM Jiejie ToBepriia. — HemenieHHO
OTKQ)XUCh OT CBOMX CJIOB!

Drtoro oHa He Moryia BeiHecTH. OCleTyieHHas1, CJIOBHO B IMPUCTYTIE TOPSYKH, OHA OOJIBIIIE BCETO
XOT€JIa BBIPBATD IIPYThA PEHICTKU U UCIIOJIOCOBATH MU MAJIBYUIIIKY.

— Ja y Tebst ropsianii HpaB, — 3aMETHJI OH C HEKOTOPBIM yIUBJIeHHEM. MEeHKIHC TOXe H3yMIJIAch
— BIIEpPBBIE KTO-TO CKa3aJ O HEl HeuTo MoJoOHOe, 1A ele ¢ OTTEHKOM ofoOpeHusl. — Thl ¥ BIpaBay
MoXo’a Ha MeHs1. Turrie, He pa3Oyau BeCh AOM.

— Yro ThI 311ECH Jeaeliib? — cripocuia MeuKIuc, MoHU3UB ToJ10C.

— Bcee ciyru Tonbko o Tebe U roBOpsT, — TYT ke OTBeTHII mapeHs. — Mononoit Kpoy ckazan,
YTO ThI CIISITUIA, HO 51 EMY HE TIOBEPUIL

MeWKnvc peArnooKuiIa, 9To HOCAThIi CIyTa, KOTOPBINA ee n30WII, U ecTh MoJiooi Kpoy.

— Ha ngpyroii ctopone GarirHu Toxe ecTh OKHO. $1 BblJIe3 B Hero u 1o0pajics ciofia 1o KapHu3y, —
YXMBUTBbHYJICS TAPHUIIIKA COOCTBEHHON M300peTaTeIbHOCTH.

— A ecnu oI ommmbaenibest? Ecnu s 1efCTBUTENBHO CHSATHIIA M CefYac CTONKHY TeOsl BHU3 U
ThI pa300benIbes?

Meiiknvic Bee ernie Obl1a 0e3yMHO 3J1a M 9yBCTBOBaJIA ce0s1 3arHaHHOM B yroJi. [Touemy monu, He
Ba)KHO, )KMBbIE UM MEPTBBIE, BEUHO YEro-To OT Hee XOTAT? [ToueMy He MOr'yT OCTaBUTH €€ B TIOKOE,
HaeJlMHe ¢ MeaBeieM?
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— MHe Thl CHATUBIIEH He Kax)elbes, — 3aBepuil [IKelMc ¢ pazapakaiolnieid yBEpeHHOCThIO, —
Y HE JlyMaio, 4To y TeOs1 XBaTUT CHJI MEHs CTOJIKHYTh. Kak 1ebst 30ByT?

— Meiikruc.

— Meiikmuc? O, s 1 3a0bL1, YTO ThI ITypPUTAHKA.

— BoBce Het! — Melikmuc nmokpacHesa.

BraroyectuBble sxxutesu [oruiapa HUKOTIa He Ha3bIBAIM ceOs1 mypuTaHamu, J1a u OBaaus yIo-
MHHAJ O HUX TAKUM TOHOM, YTO OHA YyBCTBOBAJIA: 3TO CIIOBO BOBCE HE KOMIUIUMEHT.

— Tam, oTKyza Thl IpUIILIA, Y BCEX TaKUe UMeHa? — nouHTepecoBaiics [Ixeime. — A cibiman,
9TH J1oau 30ByTCs bopuce-3a-11pasoe-/leno, ILmons-B-I'naza-Ipasomny, [Ipoctu-3a-I'pexu, Bee-Mbi-
Kankue-I'pentHuky 1 ToMy ooOHOE.

Meiiknuc He otBetwia. He coBceM moHumasna, cepbe3eH OH Wiu uzjeBaercs. Kpome Toro,
cpenu nactBh [lortapa aeicTButeNbHO OblTa ofHa [IpocTu-3a-I"pexu, KOTOPyI0 OOBIYHO COKparaiv
1o Ilpo.

— Y6wupaiicsi, — BbIaBIIa OHA HAKOHEI.

— HeynuBurenbHo, uto TeOs 3anepnu, — XMBIKHYI [xopaxk. — OHU He JIOOSAT CTPONTUBBIX.
[Mocmymait, s Haiiay crnocoO BhIBBOIMTH TeOst orcioma. Ckopo B ['pusxeit3 BepHercsi cap Tomac,
HacnenHuk OBaauu u crapimil Opar capa [urepa. On mens moouT. [Toctapaioch 3aMOIBUTD 3a TeOs
CJIOBEYKO.

— INouemy? — cipocuia coutas ¢ Toky Merkmmc.

JIkeMC yCTaBIIICS] HA Hee C TAaKUM ke HeIOyMEHHEM.

— [TotomMy 4TO THI MOsI MJIQ/IITIAST CECTpA.

IMocre ero yxona MeHKIuc 10JTo He MorJia 3a0bITh 3TU cjioBa. [Toxoke, y Hee MosIBUIICS Opar.
Ho uro cioBa [IxeiiMca o3Hauamu Ha camoM Jiesie? B KoHIie KOHIIOB, €CJIM OH CKa3aJsl IIpaB/ly, 3HAYUT,
nopa OBaus ee Jiefl, HO OHa He BUjIea B I71a3aX CTapyKa HU JOOPOTHI, HM POJICTBEHHBIX UyBCTB. [laxke
€CJIM B KOM-TO TeYeT Ta ke KPOBb, UTO y TeOsI, BOBCE HE 0053aTeSIbHO JISTUTHCS C HUM CeKPEeTaMHU.
OpHaxko JIxefmc, Ka3aaoch, ObUT BIIOJHE YBEPEH B TOM, YTO OH 1 MEHKITHC — Ha OJJHOU CTOPOHE.

JHu 1 3a THAMUA, HO JkeiiMc He Bo3Bparnascs. MelKnuc nepexuBaia, He Obuia JI C HUM
yepecuyp BpaxaeOHa. Bckope oHa Oblla roTOBa OTIATh BCE HA CBETE, JIUIIL Obl YBUICTH IPYKETIOOHOE
JIMLIO.

Mononoit Kpoy okasalicsi He TOJIbKO ee Haa3uparesieM, HO U cyabeil. Eciiu oHa copuina, Kpu-
yaJia WK YyIPioMO MOJTYaIa, 3TO OOBABISIIOCHh TIPU3HAKOM €€ «MeJIAaHXOJIMIECKOTO» TOMeIIaTe h-
crBa. HakazaHue ObUTIO OTHO: HECKOJIBKO CHJIBHBIX YIAPOB MAJKOM 10 PyKaM WA TOJICHSIM.

Meiiknuc U30 BCeX CUJI CTapajlach CIEPKUBATh FOTOBOTO K OTBETHBIM yapaM MeBe/Isi, 0CO-
OeHHO KOr/Ia B IJ1a3aX TEMHEJIO, a ero sIpoCTh YrpoXkasia moroTuTh oooux. [locie BusutoB Mosogoro
Kpoy mMeaBenp 3actaBisii ee YacaMu METaThCs 10 KOMHATe, a MHOTJa M HECBSI3HO PEBETH €ro roJio-
coM. BputM 1 MOMEHTHI 1yIIIEBHOW CBSI3H, KOTJIa OH, Ka3aJ0Ch, TOHUMAJ €e. A OHa MOoIJia ero ycrio-
kouThb. Ho mHOra Ka3anock, 4To jierdye yroBOpuTh IPO30BYIO Ty4y, ueM MeaBeas. OH He oHUMAI,
novyeMy Ha OkHe pemerka. [louemy cBodomy Meiiknuc orpannumiy. [ToueMy HEOOXOAUMO TMONB30-
BaThCS1 HOYHBIM TOPIIIKOM.

[Mocre Toro kKak MeaBeIb MIBBIPHYII KX MUCKY Yepe3 BCI0 KOMHATY U Ta pa30miach, HOru Meuk-
ITUC 3aKOBAJTU B KaH1aibl. OTHBIHE KaXJ0€ YTPO ee CUJION yIepKUBAJIM Ha KPOBATH, YTOOBI 3aKaraTh
B HOC KPacHOBATOE 3eJIbe C 3aMaXOM CBEKJIbI, «OXJIak/JIatoIiee 000TOUKH MO3Ta».

Hemuoro nozxe ee 3actanu riayymieid v Aajiu oTBap, OT KOTOpPOro Havajach pBora. Bee mist
TOTO, YTOOBI N30ABUTH €€ OT «USPHOM JKEeJTIM», BHI3BIBABIICH «METAHXOIHIO.

Mengenb ObLT CTPaHHBIM U OMACHBIM, €0 MPUCYTCTBUE BCe OCIOXKHSO. M Bee ke eBOYKa
LEeTUTsIach 3a Hero. Y Hee MOsBUJICS TaWHBIN YT, U Oaromapst STOMY OHa He TIO3BOJIsIa OTYASTHUIO
B3SITh HaJl cOOOH BepX. BblT KTO-TO, KOro OHa XOTena 3alUTUTh U KTO ObUI TOTOB 6€3MOJIBHO OyHi-
CTBOBATh, YTOOBI 3AlTUTUTH €€. 3achiliasi, OHa CBOPAUYMBAIaCh KJIyOKOM, MpHKUMas K cebe KOro-to
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MAaJIEHBKOT'0, KPYIJIOTO, IMOXOXKEro Ha JETEHBIIA U B TO K€ BpeMsi OOJIBIIIOrO ¥ TEIUIOro. A OH, B CBOIO
odepe/ib, 3aKJTI0YaJl €€ B CBOE TEIJI0, YTOOBI OTPaJnTh OT MHpA.

Kak-to Monogoit Kpoy Besnen npusizaTh €e K HOCUJIKaM U HaKPBITh JIALO TPSANKON. MeuKiuc
OIIyIIAJIa TOTYKH, KOIJIa ee MEePEeHOCKIN C OHOM JIECTHUIIBI Ha Apyryio. MiHOrna HOCUJIKHM OMacHO
KPEHWJIMCh, M IEBOYKA e/1Ba He Majana. HakoHerl oHa o4yThiIach B KOMHate, rjie OblJI0 HECTEPIIMO
’KapKO U IJIABAJIU TYCThIe KYXOHHBIE 3allaxy JIbiMa, Msica, KPOBH, MPSHOCTEH U JIyKa.

— CmeruTe ropsiuue yriv — KUpIUYy 1 0e3 HUX JOCTaTOYHO HarpeThl. [lomorute MHe: ee rojioBy
HYXHO CYHYTb B I1€4b, HO HETTyOOKO.

MeKIuc COnpOTHBIISIACH, HO €€ CBSI3JIN CIIMIIKOM A0OpocoBecTHO. OHA YyBCTBOBAJA Kak-
OBl TOTYOK, TIOKA HOCWJIKM YCTAHABJIMBAIN KaK CJIEAyeT, a TIOTOM M OOKUTaIOIIMH Kap TevH, Iaxe
CKBO3b TPATKY Ha Julle. BhUIO TPyIHO ABIIIATE, TOPSYUH, OBIMHBIA BO3AyX omauwi Jierkue. Koxy
KIJI0 ¥ TIOKJTHIBAJIO, M OHA B IAHKKE 3aKpHryalia, 00sICh, YTO I71a3a HAUHYT MOIKApPUBATLCS, KaK sHIA.

— Yro 370 THI AETaelb, Kpoy? — cripocui He3HAKOMBIN TOJIOC.

— Cop Tomac!

Cyns o Tony, Monogoro Kpoy 3acranu Bpaciuiox.

— Ml neunm neBuoHKy JIaiTpyT oT Meanxoauu. JKap neuu 3acTaBUT ee MPOIOTeTh, & BMECTE
C MOTOM BHIBEJIeT BCe ee OecropsiiouHble (paHTa3uu. DTO UCTIHITAHHAS MPAKTUKA... B KHHTe ecTb
KapTUHKA. ..

— W1 4gro 1BI cobupancs nenars norom? [lopatk ee mox XpeHOM U TOPYUYHBIM cOycoM? BbIHb
neBOuKy 3 rneur, Kpoy. f xody moroBoputs C Heid, HO Bps/L JIM MHE YAcTCs CIeJaTh TO, TIOKa OHA
3arneKaeTcsl.

Vike uepe3 HECKOJIbKO MUHYT MeHKNHC, ¢ KpaCHBIMM OT JAbiMa W Clie3 IJ1a3aMu, CUieNa B
MaJIeHbKOW KOMHaTe HaequHe ¢ capoM Tomacom Penmortom, HacaeaHukoM OBaiuu, — 4eJI0BEKOM
¢ OJecTAIMMYU KapyMHU I71a3aMU, Tyraloeld MaHepoil TOBOPUTD U TOJIOCOM, KOTOPOMY OBLIO TECHO B
3aKPHITOM ITOMeITeHU . [IpurisiieBImch, OHa 3aMeTHIIa CeIMHY B JUTMHHBIX,, U3AITHO 3aBUTHIX BOJIO-
cax, MOPIIHHBI, N300PO3IUBIIHIE €ro MeYaIbHOE JIUIIO, U MPEIOIOKIIIA, YTO OH JAJIEKO He MOJIO.
[Mon6oponok paccekasa 3HaKOMasi BEpTUKAJIbHAS JIOKOMHKA. MEMKIHC 3armo3/1a10 BCIIOMHIIA, YTO
cap Tomac — Opar ee oTia.

K ee Benmuaiiniemy o0Oner4eHuio, OH He BBI3BIBAI TAKOTO K€ JISASHOro cTpaxa, kak OBagus.
Barisin ero ObUT TEMJIBIM, Y€TOBEYHBIM ¥ HEMHOTO TOCKJTUBBIM.

— Jla, — THXO CKa3aJ OH, — y TeOs ISUCTBUTENILHO IJ1a3a Moero Opata. Ho, mymato, Kyma Oosbiie
Thl yHacJie10Baga ot Mapraper.

Hekotopoe BpeMst OH MoTya paccMaTpuBal MelKIc, CJIOBHO ee JIUIO0 ObLIO Marn4eCKUM K pu-
CTaJIJIOM, B KOTOPOM TOCBEPKUBAITH JIMIIA YMEPILIHX.

— Meiiknuc, BepHO? — CIIPOCKIT OH HAKOHEII MPEKHUM OTPBIBUCTBIM TOHOM. — MMs1 mypuTaH-
CKOe, HO JIOBOJILHO KpacuBoe. Ckaxu, MelKnuc, Thl XOpolasi, TpyaoaoonBas aeBouka? [xeiimc
TOBOPHT, THI TAK kK& HOPMaJIbHA, KaK TMOJJICHb, M He OOUIIbCsT pabOThl. DTO mpanaa?

Meiikmuc, eqBa cMesi HaJlesiTbCsl, SHEPruvHO 3aKMBaa.

— B Takom cnyvae st yBepeH, 4To CMOTy HalTU TeOe MECTO Cpefiu CIIyT, — TeIUIo, 3alyMYrBO
YIBIOHYJICS OH. — YTO THI yMeelllb JiesiaTh?

«Bce, uto yromHo, — efiBa He Bbinaauia Menknuc. — { crenaio Bce, eciy cracete MeHsl OT
[TTrubeit komHatel 1 Mononoro Kpoy. — Ho B nocinegHuii MOMEHT OHa MogyMana O CMEPTOHOCHBIX
razax OBagun. — Bee, 4T0O yrogHo, JInib Obl HE MTPUCTYKUBATH €r0 MUJIOCTH.

— 51 ymero roToBUTh, — MOCIIENTHO CKa3aja OHA B MPWIKMBE BIOXHOBeHMs. — COUBaTh Maclio,
ey MUPOTH U XJ1e0, BAPUTH CYIIbI, OLIUITBIBATH TOTYOCH . . .

[NepBas BcTpeya ¢ KyxHew ' pusxeiiza Obula HEMPHUATHOM, HO €ci OHa OyneT Tam padoTaTh, TO
cMoxeT n3derars OBaguio.

— Torna s yTo-HUOYb YCTpOIO, — 3asiBUJI c3p Tomac u HampaBuiIcs K ABEpPH, HO, IOKOIEOaB-
IIUCh, OCTAHOBWJICA. — $1... 9acTo Aymai o TBOeH MarepH Mocje TOro, Kak oHa cOexana u3 ['pus-
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xef3a. MaprapeT Oblla CJIMIITKOM MOJIOA, YTOOBI OCTAaThCs OTHOW B 9TOM MUpE: el e/IBa UCTIOTHU-
JIOCh TISAITHAIIIATh, ¥ K TOMY e OHa OXujaia peoeHka. — HaxmypuBIIHCh, OH CTal BEPTETh MyTOBUILY

sxuera. — OnHa Obula CYACTIIMBA B HOBOM XKU3HU?
Meiiknvic He 3HaJIa, YTO OTBETUTh. BOCIOMUHAHUS O MaTepy ObLIA CIIAIIIKOM OOJIe3HEHHBIMU

" paHUJIM, KaK OCKOJIKH CTCKJIA.

— MHorga, — BeIJaBUjIa OHa HaKOHeTII.
— INonaraio, — msrko 3ameTuii cap Tomac, — 3T0 Bce, 0 YeM KakIbli U3 HAC MOKET MTPOCUTb. ..
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I'naBa 7

B ToT )e 1eHp MelKnuc nonyynia 9ucTyo Ofeskay ¥ ObUla MPEeICTABIIeHA CIIyTraM, TJIa3eBIINM
Ha Hee C HEMPUKPHITBIM JTIOOOMBITCTBOM. [lociie TEeMHOTBI M JOJITOrO 3aKJTIOUeHUsI B KOMHATe BCe
Ka3aJIoch OYeHb ITYMHBIM U sipkuM. [lepen miazamu MesnbKaso, 1 MelKnuc HUKaKk He MOTJIa 3a1lOM-
HUThH MMEHA.

Jlpyrue ciy:KaHKM CHayaJla MoCMaTpUBAIM HA Hee MOI03PUTENBHO, a IIOTOM 3aChIIaIi BOIPO-
camu o ee uMeHH, JIoHIOHe 1 onacHOM Mupe 3a npeaeaamu ['pusxeitza. OHAKO HUKTO HE CIIPOCHII
O POAHBIX, U MEUKIHUC MPEeANoNoKUIa, YTO ee MPOUCXOKICHHE yKe CTAIO TMPEIMETOM JOMAITHUX
CILJIETEH.

Kazanocs, Bce cuntanu, yto MeiKITUC 10KHA OBITh OUeHb pajia v OaroiapHa 3a «CraceHue»
U3 TIpeKHero JoMa. TakuM ke eIMHOMYIIHBIM ObUIO MHEHHE, UTO JIMIIHUE PYKU Ha KyXHE He IoMe-
I1IOT.

—IloBeppTe, KyxHsl — JTydIliee MeCTO /715 Hee, — IMPSIMO 3as1BUJIa OfIHA JKeHInuHa. — He Takas ona
KpacaBHIIa, YTOOBI MpHUCITy)KUBaTh rocniogam! [TocMoTpuTe Ha Hee: MaJleHbKas MISATHUCTAS KOIIKa!

— 3nechk ecTh moBap-(dpaniry3, — coodmmiaa Meiknuc apyras. — Ho Tl He oOpariaii Ha Hero
BHUMaHMsI. DTO BCE TOJNBKO IS BUAMMOCTH. PpaHily3cKre moBapa MPUXOIAT U yXOAST, Kak sS0710-
HeBblil BeT. [ 1aBHOE, nocrapaiicst yroguth Muctpuc ['oymim.

Meiikmuc cpasy npuHsuiach 3a padoty. KyxHs ka3aack orpoMHOM, Kak remepa. [10Tonok Obit
YepeH OT MHOTOJIETHUX HACJIOEHUH Caky. B rUranTckoM odare MOriiu Obl IOMECTUTHLCS MIECTh TAKHX,
kak Meiiknuc. C MOTONOYHBIX OAJOK CBUCAIM MYyYKHU TPaB, HA MOJKaX OJIeCTeNU psijibl OJIOBSHHBIX
TapeJioK.

C Tex mop Kak Me/IBe/Ib CTaJl e TalHBIM KUJIbIIOM, 000HsIHMe y Meliknuc obocTpuiioch. KyxoH-
HbIE 3araxy OOpYIIMJIMCh HA Hee CO CBOJSAINEH ¢ yMa CHIION: MbSHSIIMI apoMaT TpaB U MPSHOCTEH,
’KapeHoro Msica, BUHa, MOAJMBHL U AbiMa. OHa OIymiana, Kak BOpoyaeTcsl MeBe/b, TOMOAHBIN U
OLIEJIOMJICHHBIN 3arlaXxamH.

Muctpuc ['oyTam nmo JomKHOCTH Oblia BCEro JIMIIb MMOMOIITHUIICH MOBapa, HO Ha Jejie CUuTa-
JIach KOPOJIEBOW KyXHH: BBICOKAsl KEHIIMHA C IIUPOKUM MOAOOPOIKOM U MOJArpPUYECKOi HOTOM, He
BBIHOCHUBIIIAs AypakoB. M koHeuHo, MeUKIUC Ka3aaach MPOCTO IypoH, HEYKITIOKUM HEIOYMKOM, A
ele 1 He B cede.

Bosick, uto ee cHoBa OTNpaBAT B [ITHYbI0O KOMHATY, AEBOYKA OTYASIHHO CTapayiach JOKa3aTh,
YTO 4ero-1o cTouT. OYeHb TSKEIO0 CHOBA OKa3aThCs B TIOPbME, a YK TeM Oosiee eclii y TeOsi BHYTpH
KUBET MpU3pauHblil MeaBeab. OH He ToOWI kKapy, TEMHOTY WJIM IIyM. 3anax KpOBU CBOIWII €ro C
yMa, ¥ IPUXOJUIOCHh TIOCTOSIHHO YCIIOKAMBATh 3BEPSl.

[ocne HeBpa3yMHTENILHOTO, MOCHEIIHOIO 3HAKOMCTBA CO CJIOXKHBIM YCTPOWCTBOM KYyXHH,
OyeTHOI, MacnoaenbH 1 noaBayioB MucTpuc ['oymim noBesa MelKMc BO ABOpP — MOCMOTPETh Ha
Hacoc, am0Oap 1 TOJICHHUILY.

I'pusxeii3 B coiHEYHOM cBeTe BbIIIszen ApyruM. Cepple CT€HBl C NATHAMU JIMLIAMHUKA
MeCTaMH Ka3aJIMCh MOYTH 30JI0TUCTHIMI. MENKITUC MoMeyaa IeTau, IeJIaBIire J0M OOJbIIIe TIOXO0-
KM Ha JIIOZICKOE JKIJThe M MEHbIIIe — Ha 3aMOK MpU3pakoB. C MOJOKOHHUKOB CBUCAIN KOBPBI, KOTO-
pble HY’KHO ObLJIO BBIOMTH, U3 OOJBIIMX KPACHBIX TPYO CTPYMJICS ABIMOK.

oM crpowmsicsi 6e3 0coOOro IiaHa: cTapblii OOBETPEHHBI KaMeHb CMEHSUICS aKKypaTHBIMU
cepbIMU OpyCKaMH, KPBIIIXA U3 CJIAHIIEBOTO mHdepa rmepeMeskaarch OalrHsIMUA U MOX0KUMH Ha 1Iep-
KOBHBIE apKaMH.

«ITO HACTOSIIIUK IOM, — cKa3ana cebe Mewkmnuc. — Jliogu kuByT 37ech. S1 Morna Obl 3/1€Ch
KUTb».
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Ona MoprHyna, s Ha OCBELIEHHBIE COJTHLIEM CTEHBI, HO TYT kK€ HEBOJIbHO B3JporHyna. Bee
PaBHO Kak BUJIETb, YTO KTO-TO YJIbIOAeTCsl TyOaMu, HO He IJ1a3aMu. DTOT JIOM KaKMM-TO 00pa3oM
JIEAEHW JaKe JHEBHOM CBET.

31aHue BMECTe C KOHIOIIHEN 1 BHIMOIIIEHHBIM KAMEHHBIMU IUIMTaMU IBOPOM OKpYkajia KaMeH-
Hasl CTeHa BbICOTOM (DYTOB CeMb. Y CTEHbI Ha LIETISIX CUJIEJIU TPU rpoMaHbX Mactuda. Cronso Menk-
MUC TIOJONTH MOOJIIKE, KAK OHM MTHOBEHHO BCKOYMJIM, HATATHUBAs IETH, U 3apblUaiii: OUYEBUIHO,
YysUTM He3HAKOMBIH 3amnax. JleBouka nocnenrHo otnpeirayia. Cepaue 6emeno konotuiocs. K tomy
K€ OHa OIIIyIIajia CTpax MeaBesl, MOJOOHbIN aloMy TyMaHy. beHsira He 3HaJ1, 4To eIaTh: KUHYThCS
Ha Bpara WM yapaTb OT OLIEPEHHBIX MACTel.

B creny Obutn Bpe3aHbl MaCCUBHBIE BOPOTA, TOCTATOYHO HIMPOKUE, YTOOBI MPOITYCTUTD 3arpsi-
JKEHHBII YETBEPKON KOHEH IKMIAK.

JleBouka BcnoMHMIIa yrpo3y OBaauy BHIOPOCUTH €€ Ha MYCTOIIH, IIe OHA 3aMep3HEeT WITH OJTy K-
JAIOIIK1E TPU3PAKU COKPYT €€ MO3T.

«Jlymaii o xoporieM, — ckazasia oHa cede, ToBTopsis cioBa Mosonoro Kpoy. — Jlydine padoTatsb
3[IeCh, Ha KyXHE, YeM CUJETh B KaHJanax B [Itnubein komHare.

A TItnubs KOMHaTa Bce ke Jydine, yeM Hactosiuil bemymam. U naxe Benmam Oyner sydie,
YeM CMEepTh OT TOJI0AA M XOJIoa UM 00e3yMeBIIINe MPU3PAKH, TTOKUPAIOIINE TBOW MO3I».

Omna rmyOOKO BIOXHYJIa CBEKHUI BO3/IyX M €IIle pa3 OIVIsiieNa BHICOKME, MACCUBHbIC, 3aJIUTHIC
COJIHLIEM CTEHBI.

— MHe noBeso, — ckazana oHa cebe. — Jlyuie 31ech, 4eM 3a Orpajiou.

I'pusxeit3 ObUT CTPAHHBIM U IMyTAIOIIMM, HO 3TO KPENOCTh, KOTOpasi He MPOITyCTUT Mpak. M Bce
Xke, TbITasiCh yOequTh ceOsl B 3TOM, OHA rajjasia, moueMy Math coexara orciona. Ha maMsts mpuxoquim
cnoBa: «Tbl MOHATHUS HEe UMeelllb, OT Yero s Te0s crnacna. Ocranbes s B ['pusxeiize. ..»

Becb nen» Meiiknmc reporyecku nsiTainace yroguTh muctpuc l'oytm. Ho, crema nomous B
MIPUTOTOBJICHUU 00e/1a, BCe UCTIOPTHJIA.

Psinom ¢ ouarom B IepeBSHHOM KoJjiece, IPUKPEIUIEHHOM K CTeHe, Oeran MajieHbKHid TIeCHK,
BpaIl[aBIIUI HaJ OrHeM OOJBIION BepTel. BMecTo XBocTa y Hero ObLT YPOMJIMBBIA 0OpYOOK, HOC
MOTPECKAJICS OT JKapbl U BO3pacTa, a OT AbIMa OH MOCTOSIHHO umxan. OpHako y muctpuc [oytim
BOIIUIO B MPHUBBIYKY HIBBIPATH €My TOJ JIaIlbl TOPSIIIME YIJIM, YTOOBI 3aCTaBUTh Oerath ObicTpee. A
3Toro MeiKnuc BHIHECTH He MOrJIa. B Hell KW BOCIIOMUHAHUS MeJBe/isi O COOCTBEHHOM JIETCTBE.
Emy To3e 6pocaiv yrojb MO JIarbl, 9YTOOBI 3aCTaBUTh TaHIEBaTh. Kaxplil pa3, Korjua pacKaJeHHbIN
OCKOJIOK OTCKAaKMBaJI OT KOJIeca, UCXOMs JOK/IEM MCKP, OHa BCIIOMHHAJA — YyBCTBOBAJIA — JKTYUYIO
O0Jb B J1arnax.

— Ilpekparute! — B3opBasiack HakoHell Meliknuc. — OcTaBbTe €ro B MoKoe!

Muctprc ['oymim M3yMJIeHHO yCTaBWJIach Ha Hee, a MeEWKNUC M caMa Mopa3uiach CBOEMY
B3pbIBYy. Ho ee sipocth Obiia crnvmkoM Benuka. OHa U He MogyMasia M3BUHUTHCS. Moria TOJbKO,
ApOXa OT THEBA, 3aTOPOIUTH COOON KOJIECO.

— Yo THI CKa3ana?

[MomorHMITa TOBapa aja el yBECUCTYIO MoleunHy, cOMB Meiknuc Ha rmoj1. Measens pBaji u
MerTal, eka ropena. Kak jierko ObU1o caThesi, yCKOJIB3HYTh B TEMHBIN YTOJ, MO3BOJIUTh ME/IBE/IIO
BIACTD B cJiernoe OyiCTBO. ..

JleBouKa CyJOpOKHO CIJIOTHYJIA, CTapasich MPOSICHUTD Pa3yM.

— OH Geraut ObI OBICTpEE, — XPUTLIO BbIAABUIIA OHA, — €CJIM OBl €T0 JIalbl He ObUTH TTOKPBITHI 0KO-
ramu ¥ Bosapipsimu! [1o3BosbTe MHE 0 HeM 103a00TUThCsA. M Toraa oH mooexuT ObicTpee OOBIYHOTO!

Muctpuc ['oymim cxBaTuiia ee 3a IMBOPOT U MOAHSAA C MOJIA.

— MHe nuieBath, Kak BocnuTtasia Tedst TBOSI CBOGHpPaBHAS MaTh, — MPOpPHIYAa OHA. — DTO MOsL
kyxHs1! U opathb 31ech umero npaso 51 oqHa! Hukto npyroid.
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Omna otBecuia MelKnuc napy OBICTPBIX, TSKEJIBIX TYMAaKOB ITO TOJIOBE M TUIeYaM, TOcCJie 4ero
HeTepneauBo (PbIpKHYJIA.

— Tak u 6biTh! OTHBIHE TIEC — TBOSA TipoOIeMa. Ecii OyieT JeHUThes, 3aiiMelb ero MecTo U
HaYyHelllb Bpamarh Bepres. M Hukakux xanod Ha xapy!

K o6neryenuio u ynusieHnio MelKnvc, cTapas Kyxapka, oxoxe, He Crieliia JOHeCTH Ha Hee
WA TIOTPeOOBaTh, YTOOBI €€ CHOBA 3aKOBAJIM B KaHAaJbl. Tak WM WHa4e, HO C ITOTO JHS OHU BeJU
ceOs1 Apyr ¢ apyroMm Oojiee HEMPUHYKAECHHO, XOTS U B CACpKaHHOM, yrpioMoi MaHepe. Haxomumm
OCTpBbIE TPAaHU XapaKTepPOB JAPYT Apyra, Kak 3a3yOpeHHbIe KaMHH IOl CIOKOMHOMW TJIA/IbI0 BOJIBI.

Koraa onu HakoHel ycenuch 3a 00ef rnepe OONBIINM 04aroM, MpauHoe MOTYaHUE Ka3asloch
MOYTH JIpykemoOHbIM. Kyxapka jkeBajia Kycok 5KeCTKOro TEMHOT'O XJj1eba, KOTOpbIii MelKnuc ea BCio
®u3Hb. OIHAKO, K M3YMJICHHIO JIEBOYKU, MUCTpUC [OyTiIM MpoTsAHYyJa el JJOMOTh Oesoro xjieda ¢
30JIOTUCTON KOPOUYKOW, KAKOW ]I TOJIbKO OoraThbie.

— Heuero Ha Hero 11a3eTh, — KOPOTKO Opocuiia Kyxapka. — Emib. [Tpukas nopaa ®enmorra.

MeWiknvic HepelmTeTbHO OTKYCHJIA, TUBSICh CIAJ0CTH U JISTKOCTH, C KOTOPOH XJIeO Mo IaBasics
3ybam.

— Bynp GnmarogapHa u He 3a7aBail BOIPOCOB.

Meiiknvic MoJT4a *keBasia, Topaxasich CTpaHHOU JoOpoTe 3aieaeHeBmero Oaaru. Ho Bonmpock!
BCE PaBHO TMOCHINAIUCh.

— BuI ckazanm, 4To Most MaTh OblJIa CBOGHPABHOM, — MMPOMSIMJTIJIA OHA C TIOJIHBIM PTOM. — BBl
ee 3HaIm?

— HemHoro, — mpusHaiack MuctTpuc [OyTim, — XOTs OHa B OCHOBHOM padoTajia HaBepXy.

— IpaBna, uro oHa cOexana? Vnm ee BHIKMHYIIM, TIOTOMY 4TO 3a0epeMeHena? — MeWkmic
3HAJIa, YTO MOJOOHBIE BEIM MHOTAA CITyJaioTCs].

— Her! — xopotko orBetia muctpuc 'oytiu. — Ee onu Obl He BeirHaI. OHa cOeskaia HOUbIo,
10 COOCTBEHHOM BOJIe, HUKOMY HU CJIOBA HE CKa3aB.

— [ouemy?

— Otkyna mue 3HaTh? OHa ObLTa CKPBITHBIM co3/1aHveM. Heyskenu HUKoraa u Tede He paccKa-
3bIBasia’?

— OHa HUYero MHe He paccKa3blBala, — pOBHO oTBeTHIa Menknuc. — Jlo ee cMepTH s He 3Haja
Iake, KTO MOU OTell.

—UW... Temeps THI 3HaCIIbL? — CIPOCHJIA CTapast KyXapKa, MCKOCa, HO BHUMATEJIbHO IS/ Ha Hee.

Meiiknvic, MOKoIe0aBIINCh, KUBHYJIA.

— UYro xe, paHO WM TIO3JHO Thl BCE paBHO OOHApYXWyia Obl MpaBay, — MEJIEHHO KMBHYJIA
KyXapKa. — 3[1ech BCe 3HAIOT. JTO TaK e OUEBUJIHO, KaK TBOH moadopoaok. Ho... s Ob1 Ha TBoeM
MecCTe He CJMIIKOM Oortasia 00 3Tom. ['ocroa MoryT cuectsb Te0sl CITUIIKOM JIEP3KOU U MPETeH TYIO-
1ieid Ha uTo-To0. Bynp OnaromapHa 3a 1o, 4TO MMeelllb, TOrAa He HaBjiedelh Ha ce0st Oey U 3a)KUBelllb
CIIOKOMHO.

— Ho BbI XOT$1 ObI MOXETE paccKa3aTh, KAKMM OH ObUT? — HE yHUMasach MelKIuc.

Crapas Kyxapka B3JJOXHYJIa ¥ MOTepiia Hory. Buji y Hee ObUT 3a/[yMUMBBIN M TTOYTH HEKHBIH.

— Ax, 6ennbiii cap [Turtep! To Bunena Ixeiivca Yunaepia? OH odeHs 1oxox Ha capa [Tutepal
JIxerdMc — nep3Kuid IIyT, HO cepaie y Hero goopoe. OH coBepIaeT OMMOKU, HO COBEpIIaeT Ux
WCKPEHHE.

Meiiknvic Hayaja MOHMMATh, modemy c3p Tomac mo-cBoemy moout IIxeiivca. OueBHUIHO,
napeHb HATIOMUHAJI eMy yMepIIero opara.

— Yro ciayumiock ¢ capom [Tutepom? — gonbITHIBAIACH OHA.

— [IpiTascs nepeckovrTh Yepes3 CIMIITKOM BBICOKYIO OIpajiy Ha CIMIITKOM YCTaBINEH JIOMIAIN, —
B3JIOXHY/Ia Kyxapka. — Jlomaap ynana u npugaswia ero. OH ObUT TaK MOJIOM. .. €/IBa OTIPa3JHOBAI
JBA/ILIATHIA IEHb POKACHUSI.

— INouemy ero Jjiommap Tak ycrana? — HEBOJIBHO BHIPBAJIOCh Y MerKmuc.
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— Tenepp ero He cripocuiiib, Tak Beab? — pe3ko Opocuina muctpuc [oymm. — Ho HekoTopbie
TOBOPSAT, YTO OH M3BEJ ceOsl, MBITASCh Pa3bICKaTh TBOIO MATYIIIKY. BUIMIIG J11, 3TO CIIyYHIIOCh Yepes
IBa Mecsila rocie ee ucuesHoBeHus. — IlocmorpeB Ha Meliknuc, oHa cierka HaxMypuiach. — Tol
ObLIa OIMIMOKOM, JeBOYKa, — N0OAaBUIa OHA TIPOCTO. — Ho OmmMOKOM NCKpEeHHEH.

Beuepom Meiiknuc y3Hasa, 4To, Kak camasi MOJIOAasi U CTOSIINIAsi HA HU3IIEH CTYTIEHbKE KyXOH-
HOW MepapXuu, He CTAHET JIeJIUTh MOCTENb C APYTUMHU Cciy:)kaHKamMH. OTHBIHE €l IPEeJCTOUT KaXAylo
HOYb CIIaTh Ha COJIOMEHHOM TIO(sIKE MOl OIPOMHBIM KyXOHHBIM CTOJIOM U CJIEHUTh, YTOOBI OTOHb
He norac. OzHy ee He octasAT. [lec, Bpammaoonmii Bepres, ¥ ABa OIPOMHBIX MacTU(a TOXKe CTaHyT
HOYEBaTh Y OTHSI.

Mengemio He HpaBWIOCH 00ImIecTBO codak. Ho oH, o KpaiiHell Mepe, MPUBBIK K 3amaxy. Y
co0ak 'POMKWUII JIail U OCTpble 3yObl, HO OT HUX HHKYyJa He jeHembcs. Codaunii 3arax Ha phIHKaX,
coOaumii 3amax 1mo Ho4aMm y TaOOpPHBIX KOCTPOB.

Cpenu HOuM Me#iknuc pa3Oyauso UIMHHOE, PaCKaTUCTOe phlYaHKMe y caMou TosioBbl. OnuH
OrPOMHBII TIec MPOocHYJIcs. JleBouKa ObUIO UCIYTaIoCh, YTO OH YHIOXAJI €€ M PEIINJI, YTO OHa BTOPI-
Jack B uyxue BiaageHus. Ho TyT ke ycbllnana eiBa CJBIIIHOE MAPKaHbe 11aroB, CJIUIIKOM JIETKOE U
OCTOPOKHOE, YTOOBI IPUHAJICKATH cTapol Kyxapke. Clofa e qyKOu.

— Boixonu, — mpo6opmortain roioc [Ixeiimca. — Hupo He yKycHT, Mmoka s eMy He TpUKaxy. —
OH mMpOKO YABIOHYJICSA, BUA, KaK HEYKToke MeNKITUC BbUIe3aeT u3-3a cTona. — [OBopuII ke, 4to
BBITAIIy TeOs OTTY/A.

— Crniacu60, — HepelmuTeIbHO BHITOBOpHIa MelKmuc, He crema npuoamkaTbest K Hemy. OHa
HauMHaJIa IOHUMaTbh, HA KAKOM PacCTOSTHUM MeBe/Ib IPEANIOUNTAN AEPKATHCS OT JIOEH, K KOTOPbIM
He npuBBIK. [laxe ceifuac geBOYKa YyBCTBOBaJa €ro OECMOKOMCTBO. JKenaHue MogHAThCS BO BECh
POCT U yrpoxaiomie (bpIpKHYTb, YTOOBI OTITYTHYTh 4y’kaka. Ho OHa yxke cTosij1a, OJHOCTBIO BBINPSI-
MUBIIIUCH, & Ha OOJIbIIIEe Y Hee He XBaTalo POCTa.

— Tol mpaBUIILHO BBIOpasa padoOTy Ha KyXHe, — 3as1BUII [I)keiMc, YCeBIIMCh Ha CTOJIE M CKPECTUB
Horu. — M ieanbHoe Mecto. Tereps Mbl MOXKEM ITOMOTaTh APYT APYTY. S cTaHy IpUIIIsIbIBaTh 38 TOOOM
Y Y4UTb, KaK BCE 3716Ch YCTPOCHO. A THI MOeEIIIb COOOIIaTh MHE BCE, UTO MoAcymana. Tackars exy
C KyXHH, KOT/Ia HUKTO HE BUJIUT.

— Xouerib, 4TOOBI 51 BOpoBasa [yisi TeOs1? — MelKIrc CBUpeNno YCTaBuIach Ha HEro, rajias, yK
HE T03TOMY JIM OH U IoMor eil. — Ecim uTo-To npomnazet, cpa3y nogymaior Ha MeHs! U Torna mMeHs
BBIIBBIPHYT U3 [ pusxeitzal

JIerMc JoIro cMOTpeJl Ha Hee, IIPeXk/Ie YeM OYe€Hb MEJIEHHO MT0KayaTh TOJIOBOW:

— Her. He BBIIBBIPHYT.

- Ho...

— 4 He nryuay. TeGs MoryT Hakazarh. M36uth. MoxkeT ObITh, Jake CHOBA 3arepeTh B [ITuubeit
KOMHATe U 3aKoBaTh B KaHJajbl. Ho He BbIIBBIpHYT. [Jaxe ecnu Oyaenib yMOISTh.

— O uem 3710 THI?

— BoT yike mATh JIeT s mbITaloch coekarh, — nosicHu xeiivc. — CHOBa M CHOBA. A OHU ITYCKAaIOT
10 MOEMY CJle/ly TIOTOHIO ¥ TPUBO3AT 00paTHO. Kask bl pas.

Meiikmuc ycraBuiiach Ha Hero. Pa3Be y 6oraTbix B 00bIYae rOHSITHCS 32 COSKABIIUMHU CITyTaMu ?
Oma ciibllTaa 0 Harpajaax 3a mouMKy OeryibIx moamactepuil. Ho monmarania, 9ro TyT MHOM CTydJai.

— V 1ebs cnyyaloTcs Kommapsl, BepHO? — BAPYT cripocuit [xkeiiMc, omrenoMuB Melknmc. —
CHBI TakMe KyTKHE, YTO Thl IpOChINaeibes ¢ BoruieM? I1pu3paku, KOrTsaMu pa3aupaioliye rojoBy,
YTOOBI TPOOPATHCS BHYTPb. . .

Meiiknvic MoMSITUIACh, HAOMIOIast 32 HUM C OypIISIIIiel CMechlo HeJJOBEpUsI U HepeIIuTeTbHO-
CTH.

— ¥V MeHs Toxe ObUTM TaKue CHBbI, — pofokan [xeiimc. — Hauamuch nmsth JieT Ha3aja, Koraa
MHE UCIIOJTHUAJIOCH [IeBATh. Beckope nocne atoro ®eMoTThl mpuciany 3a MHoW. CHavana MaTh BO3-
paxkayia. Ho oHu el 3aruiaTuim, U oHa repectajja cioputb. — OH ropbko ycMexHyscs. — PeMOoTThl
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He 0OpalialT BHUMaHHs Ha TaKMX, KaK Mbl, OaCTapIOB, MOKa HAC HE HAYMHAJIM MYYUTh KOIIIMAphI.
Torna onn BcomuHAOT 0 Hac. CoOMpaloT, Kak ypoxai, U mpuBo3T ciofa. OHU YCIIBIIIAIN O TBOUX
CHaxX ¥ TOXe AOocTaBWIM Tebds ciona. BepHo?

— Ho 3auem? — cnpocwia 3auHTpuroBaHHass Meikmnuc. J[xeimc ckaszan npasay. OBaauio
OoJIbIIIe BCETo, Ka3aJoCh, MHTEPECOBAJIM €€ KOIIIMaphl, YeM Bce ocTaibHoe. — K uemy uM Hatu cHbi?

— [NousTus He umero, — npusHascs [xeimc. — Ho mbl He equHcTBeHHBIE. MIHOTAAa K HAM nipu-
€3XKal0T POACTBEHHUKHU JiopAa PenmoTTa, U 'y BCeX UMEIOTCS CIIYTU ¢ (paMUJIBHBIMU YepTaMU CeMei-
crBa. [lymaio, Bce PeMOTTHI 3a0MpalOT CBOMX OACTap/IOB, KOT/Ia OKA3bIBAETCSI, YTO OHHU CTPAJAIOT
KOIIMapaMu. 3a06MpaloT 1 OOJIbIle He OTITYCKAIOT. $1 yTOCTOBEPUIICS B 9TOM, KOTI/IA MBITAJICS COeKATh
nomoii. Ho teneps 1 He mogymaro ciienath 31o. Matk ipocTo nmponact MeHst deiMoTTam eltie pas.

JKerMC MOMOPIIUJICS, SIBHO IPUCTBIKEHHBIN.

— Ilo Houam, — MpoOAOIIKA OH, — BXOJHBIE IBEPU HAKPENKO 3alKpaloT Ha OTPOMHBIN 3aCOB U
LeNH, a MOoJ JABEPsAMM CIIUT MJaJIui jakeil. Boporta Toxe 3aneprsl, IBOPOBbIX ICOB CITyCKAlOT C
uenu. [Tostomy s kaxaplii pa3 yaupan aueM. Ho 3a orpaioii Ha Tpy MM TSHYTCS TOJIbIE TIOJISA, U
s1 BBIIEJISIJICS, KaK KPOBb Ha CHETY.

Bo BTOpOI#i pa3 s ycrien yoexarb Aajbliie, TpsSMO Ha BEPECKOBbIC MyCTOIIN, YKACHO YHBUIbIE
— MIWIM BepecKa U JiecoB. TaM Takue XOJIOHBIE BETpa, YTO Y MEHs Jake Nasiblibl moyepHeau. [omy-
3aMep3InH, S BBAJIWICA B JEPEBHIO, HO HUUETO XOPOILEro U3 3Toro He Bbiluio. CTomio gpepmepam
PaccMOTpPETh 3TO, — OH MOKA3aJI Ha MOIOOPOAOK, — KAK OHM B3SUIM MEHsI 3 IIIMBOPOT U IMPUBEIH CIOJA.
3Ha, KTO 51 TAKOW M KTO Oy/IeT MeHsl uckath. Y Bce BBIMIsAAEN OYeHb UCTTyTaHHBIMHU.

B npouuiom rofy s pemini, 4To MHE Bee yaanoch. [IaTbaecar Muiib yepes Tpu peKu 10 CaMOro
Bpeiibpumka, B cocesHeM rpaderse. — [xeiiMc CHOBa MOKavyall TOJIOBOM M CKOPYMII TpUMacy. — 3a
MHO# niocam Benoro Kpoy. Tel ero Buaena. 1o on npuse3 Teds cioga. Cemelika UCTIONb3yeT ero
TSI BAXKHBIX JIeJT, KOTOpbIe HY)KHO ITPOBEPHYTH Oe3 juiiHero nryma. OH UX TeHb, paBasi pyka. 1 Bce
U3 KOJKH BOH JIE3/IM, YTOOBI TOMOYb €My NoiMaTh MeHs. [Jaxe moan MoryiecTBeHHble. PeMOTThI
He MPOCTO 3HaTHasl ceMbsi. Bee ux 6osTes.

Meiiknvic npuKycuiia MeKy, HO HA4ero He oTBeTuIa. Bo3MOXHO, OH XBacTaeT, Kak MogmacTe-
pbs B Ilomnmape, koTtopble ObUTM HE TPOYb PACIUCATH CBOW MPHKIIOYEHUs, HO BCE-TAaKU €ro CJIOBa
MOPO/IUJIM B MO3TY KPOILIEUHbIE UICKOPKY COMHEHUH.

— Ho pasBe Tbl He BUAHUIIB, YTO MOXKEIIb MOMOYb? — BOCKJIUKHYIN [[xeiiMc. — Co MHOW OHU
OCTOPOXHBI, HO TeOsI He 3anono3psAT. Moxelb ctaTh MOMM HaOmogaTeneM. Vi oTKiaasiBaTh Bee,
YTO MOHAJOOUTCS AJIs1 HAIllero mooera: Mpumnachl, MIBO, CBEYH. ...

— 41 He mory Gexath! — BockJIMKHYna Melikmuc. — MHe mipocto Hekyna uaru. Eciu s nuinych
3TOro AoMa, TO YMpY OT roJIofia WM 3aMep3Hy Ha yaulie eie 1o JlyxoBa qHs!

— 4 cymeto Tebst 3amMTUTH, — HacTauBaIT [ kermc.

— Kak?! CtpaHa BOT-BOT MOTHMOHET, BCE TaK TOBOPAT, U s caMa 3To Bujena! Thl He MOXeIlb
3aIUTUTh MEHS OT 00e3yMEBIIMX TOJI WK OT MyJb. VM OT mpU3pakoB, KOTOPHIE XOTAT MOXKPATh
MOM MO3T. 31eCh Y MeHSI €CTb KpbIIlIa HaJ] TOJIOBOM M €1, a 3TO KyJa OOJIbIIIe TOTO, YTO S MOJTy4dy Ha
nycromax! CerogHs s jaxe ena 6enbii xyied!

— Jla, KpOBb HAIIETO OTLIA — 3aJI0T HEKOTOPBIX Ofar, — KuBHYI [[xeriMc. — MeHs ToXe KOpMST
JIydIIie, YeM OCTaIbHBIX CITyT. MIHOTAa B CBOOOJHBIE MUHYTHI MHE JIaKe JAI0T YPOKHU. UTeHue. SI3bIKu.
BepxoBas e3na. Moxer, u Te0s1 HAUHYT yunTh. OcTajbHble CIyrd 1 OpoBbIo He BenyT. OHU 3HAIOT,
yeil 51 6acrapi, XOTsl He TOBOPAT 00 STOM BCITYX.

— B TakoMm cityyae nouemy Thl MbITACIHILCS cOeKATh?

— To1 BUzena craporo OBaguio? — pe3ko crpocui Jxenmc.

— Ja-a-a, — npotsHysa MelKknuc, He B CUJlax cIepkarh APOkb B rojoce. — OH. ..

[TocnenoBana gonras naysa.

— TbI TOXE 3TO BUIUILB, BEpHO? — mportenTtan IxefdMc ¢ IBHBIM 0OIeryeHueM, XOTs BBITISIIeN
IIPU 3TOM OILIEJIOMJIEHHBIM.
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Meiiknvic 6osiylach CMOTPETh €My B JIMIO, HEOKUJAHHO WCITYTaBIINCh, YK He MOACTPOCHO JIN
Bce 310 OBaaueit. Eciu ceffyac oHa CKaXeT YTO-TO HEYBaXKUTEIbHOE, BO3MOXKHO, JlsKeMC ToHeceT
000 BCeM, 1 TOTJIa €€ BBIIIBBIPHYT U3 JOMa WJIM CHOBA 3aKyIOT B KaHAAJbI U 3anpyT B [ITnubeid KoM-
Hare.

Jlionsim Henb3st noBepATh. CoOaKM phIuart, Mpexkae YeM YKYCUTh, HO JIIOAHM 3a9acTyIO YIIbIOa-
0TCS.

V JlxxeiiMca 3aropesioe JIMIO U IIUPOKO paccTaBieHHbIe Ma3a. OaHako mpeskae Bcero Menkmmc
3aMeTHJIa ero MaJTbIIbl CO COMTBIMU KOCTAIIKaMU. PyKu yesioBeka OeciabaIHoro, ApadyyHa v 3aIUpbl,
HO TaKke M PyKU YECTHOTO TPyAsATH. MeNKITUC Mo3BOIMIa ceOe 3ePHBIIIKO JOBEPHSL.

— He 3Haro, 4To 3T0 0O3Hayaer, — mpoirentaia oa. — Ho ects 4To-T0. ..

— ... B HEM CTpaHHOe, — JOKoHYMJ [[xeimc.

— DTO YyBCTBYeTCS. .. KOrJa s CMOTPIO eMy B I1a3a... OJeHb MoXoke Ha MEPTBEIIOB B MOUX
KOIlIMapax. . .

— 3Haio.

— Ho oH xwuBoii!

— Ha. Y Bce ke oT ero B3nIsgAa MOpPO3 UIET Mo Koxe. HUKTO He BUIUT 3TOro, Kpome Hac, a
€CJI ¥ BUASAT, TO HUKOTra 00 3TOM He roBopsT. U... — JlxxeiMc moajics BIiepel U MpOIIenTa en
Ha yxo: — Crapmue PeIMOTTHI BCe TaKue.

— Tonbko He cap Tomac!

Meiiknvic BCIOMHIJIA SICHBIE Kapye I1a3a HaClleTHUKA.

— Iloka uto Her, — cepbe3Ho orBeTw xerimMc. — OHM HE CTAaHOBSITCSI TAKUMU A0 TeX Iop,
MOKa He yHACJeoyIoT Bce 3eMJIM U TUTYJbl. U Torma uto-to mpoucxoqut. Oru mMeHsiiotcs. CJIOBHO
3a OJIHYy HOYb WX KPOBB Jie[IcHeeT. Bce Moy 3HaT, 4TO B HUX €CTh 4TO-TO uHoe. CIIyry Ha3bIBAIOT
ux «Crapume u Jlydimme». OHM cMIIKOM NPoBOpHBIE. CIIMIIKOM yMHBIE. 3HAIOT CJMIIKOM MHOTO
W3 TOTO, YTO 3HaTh He cieayeT. M1 UM HEeBO3MOXHO coiraTh. Bumar tebs HackBO3b. [ToaTOMYy MBI
JOJDKHBI YUTH! DTOT JOM — rHE3710 AbsiBona! Mel He ciyru! Mbl y3uuku! M oM 1axe He OOBSCHSIOT
HaM, B 4eM JeJ1o!

Meiiknvic, Tep3aeMasi HEpPelIMTeIbHOCThIO, MPUKychia ryoy. Bee ee MHCTUHKTBI TOJICKA3bI-
BayM, uto ¢ OBaguelt B caMoM Jiejie UTo-To HenagHo. Marh cOexana u3 I'pusxeiiza u crenania Bce
BO3MOXHOE, 4TOObI PeIMOTTHI He CMOITIH ee HalTh. M Hy)KHO mogymarh 0 Me/iBezie, KOTOpOro OHU
MOTYT BBIPBaTh U3 HEEe M YHUUTOXKUTH, eclii OBa/Ivsl TPO3HAET O €ro CyIIeCTBOBAHUM.

Ho Bce 310 b HeonpeeneHHbIe ykackl. CTpax CHOBa OBITh 3aKOBAaHHOW W M3OUTOM, OKa-
3aThCs Ha YJUIIE, CTaTh rOJOJAIONICH OPOISIKKOW, CBEICHHOM C yMa MPU3paKaMu, ObLT TAKWM OIIIY-
TUMBIM, YTO OHA MOTJIa TIPUKOCHYThCS K HeMy. OfoJieBalia Takke MyYHUTENIbHASI MBICTh O TOM, 4TO,
BO3MOXHO, O€3yMHBII, TIOUYTH PA30PBAHHBIN B KJIOUbsI IPU3PAK MAaTepH OPOIUT IIe-TO TaM, 3a 3aIlUT-
HBIMU cTeHamu [ 'pusxeiizxa, u umeT Mefikmuc. CaMa 3Ta MBICITb TIOIOTPeBaIach HAIGKION U CTpa-
XOM, M CO3HaHUE BCSAYECKU OT Hee YKJIOHSIOC.

— IIpoctu, — THXO cka3zana Meikmuc. — S He Mory 6exath ¢ ToOoi. MHe HyxkeH noM. [laxe
TaKOH, KakK 3TOT.

— 1 He BUHIO TeOs 3a HeIOBEpHE, — JOBOJBHO MATKO oTBeTwI [xeiivc. — Ho nmaio rosoBy Ha
OTCEUYEHHE, YTO STOr0o IoMa ClieayeT OOAThCS Topa3io OoJIbIIe, 4eM JToOoro aApyroro Mecta. Hanerocs,
THI TiepeyMaelib. M nepegymaenis J0CTaTOUHO OBICTPO, YTOOBI YUTH CO MHOM.

Meiiknvic He TIPUBBHIKJIA K JOOPOTE U oracajiack ee npuHATh. C caMoil CMepTH MaTepH B ee
MUpe 3usila OrpoMHasi OOJIe3HEeHHAsl AbIpa, U OHA OTYASIHHO HYXKAAJach B TOM, KTO CymMel Obl ee
3anoHuTh. Ha Kakyio-To cekyHay MeiKnuc noutu pemmiach pacckasarh xeiimcy o Measene. Ho
TYT K€ TPUKYCWJIA sI3bIK, 1 MOMEHT MUHOBaJI. TaiiHa Obljla CJIMIIIKOM BeJIMKA JIs TOrO, KOro OHa
noyTu He 3Hama. [[xeimMc Mor npenarh ee. Mor He MOHATh. MOTr UCTyraThCsl WM PEIIUTh, YTO OHA
Bce-Taku Oe3ymHa. [Ipyx0a ¢ HUM, HOBOPOXKJCHHAS U TaKasl XpyIKas, ObUla MPOCTO HEOOXoarmMa
Meiikrmuc!
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I'naBa 8

Henens nmpoxonuina 3a Henesnel, 1 MelKIic cymernia 3aBoeBaTh HEBOJIBHOE O0OpeHre TIOMOIII-
Hulpl ToBapa. OKazajioch, YTO OHA HE TOJNBKO MpPEeKpacHO padoTraeT, HO W ObICTpo yuwrtcsa. U
MOCKOJIbKY, KaK yke ObUIO CKa3aHO, HAXOAWJIACh HAa HU3IIEH CTYNEeHW KyXOHHOU MepapXud, TO IO
yTpaM BCerja BCTaBaja meppasi, ycreBajia HAHOCUTh BOIbI, COOPATh 30JTy, HAKOPMUTD IBIILIAT U MPH-
TAlUTh PACTOMNKY. Tpy/ ObUT TSKEIBIM, a JKap ¥ JAbIM TO-TIPeXKHEMY TPEBOXUIN Me/iBesl, HO Melk-
ITUC TIOCTHTJIA CEKPETHI BpAIIaBIIIero BepTest Kojleca, IyAeBIIel, KaK yiel, ieun, OphI3raBIIiX BOIOW
KacTpIOJIb ¥ TIOABEMHHUKA JIJTs KOTJIa B ibiMoxofe. OHa GoJibliie He TAaHUKOBAaJIa, KOT/a CIIBIIIANA PH-
Ka3 OexaTh K SIIUKY C COJIBIO, PUHECTH CaXapHYIO TOJIOBY WM HaBEAAThCS B MACHYIO KJIaJJOBKY.

Muccuc INoyTm nHOrIa BUjena, kak Mekmuc 6pocaet oObeIki codakam, KOTOpBIE CIIaii Ha
KyXHe, WY TI03BOJISIeT MM CJIM3bIBATh C PYK TOJIUBY.

— HenopmanbHasi 1ypouka, — mpoOopMoTana OHa, Kayasi ronoBoil. — OHM COXpYT TeOs C
KOCTSIMH, €CJTU UM TIO3BOJIHIIIb.

Ho momymmBa yxe Hayasla HABOOUTH MeJICHHBIE, BKYCHBIE Yaphl Ha coOak. Teneps HU OfHA HE
pbluajia Ha Hee MO Houam. MaJjio Toro, MHOTrJa JeBOYKa Craja B OOHUMKY ¢ HUMU. VX dpIxaHue u
TEIJIO YCIIOKauBaIM ee OeCCOHHOe CO3HAHWE. YPOIJIMBHIA MAJICHbKHI TIeCUK, BpAIaBIIUNA BepTe,
HEeXWICA y Hee Ha pyKax.

Kak u Hapesnacy Meliknuc, apyxemooue co0ak HECKOIBKO YMEPHIJIO HACTOPOKEHHOCTh Me/l-
Bezisl. B ero rosioBe Bce KUBOTHBIE, Oy/Ib TO JIIOAU WM 3BEPH, JEIIUCh HAa «OE30MaCHBIX» U «BO3-
MOYHO OIACHBIX». 3HAKOMBIM, O€30MaCHBIM KUBOTHBIM TIO3BOJISIOCH TIo1o0pathes Omke. HesHa-
KOMBIX, TIOJO3PUTETbHBIX CO3[JaHUI HY)KHO OTBaXKMBATh KAIlJIEM W yTPO3aMHU.

«Kakoii e Thl HalyraHHbIN IETEHBII», — TyMasia Melknuc.

Kyna 6ombliie HemprATHOCTEH JOCTABIISUU ei YpOKH MuchMa. Pa3 B Heeso, Mo3IHo BeYepoM,
rocJie 1es1oro AHs padotel, Mosnonoit Kpoy, craBimii TIOpeMIIMKOM Ha Bce BpeMs KU3HU MerKmvc
B [ITnubeii komHate, oOyuain ee u [xeiimca. Cyas 1o caMOIOBOJIBHON YXMBUIKE, OH CUMTAI, YTO €r0
«JIeYeHHe» TTOMOTJIO UCLIEJIUTh €€ TaK Ha3blBaeMoe Oe3yMue.

Tenepr Meiiknuc 3Hana, uto PeMOTTaM CIyKUT 1iesiast ceMbst Kpoy. [Ipyrue ciyru B cBoei
MPSIMOM, TPAaKTUYHOIN MaHepe Aaji UM MPO3BUINA, YTOOBI Kak-To pazmnyars. Oterr Monogoro Kpoy,
yripaButens ['pusxeiiza, 6bi1 CtapeiM Kpoy. Kak yxe roopun [xeiimc, cenoil MyK4YrHa, KOTOPBIi
npuBe3 ee cofa, oput benbiv Kpoy.

Mei#iknvc 1oka 4To HayIusIach MECATh TOIBKO OYKBY «M» Kak CBOIO «MeTKy». OHa BHe/a, Kak
JIOJTY YMTAIOT, KaK MX B3IJISI]I IJTaBaeT 10 CTPOUYKaM, CIIOBHO JIMCTOK, YHOCUMBIN TeueHreM. Ho korjia
CMOTpeJia Ha OYKBbI, TO OHM CMOTpPEJIM Ha Hee, TIOXOXKKe Ha CJIe/Ibl HACEKOMBIX — KPYXKKU ¥ ITUPOKO
paccraBiieHHble HOXKH. Ee HenmpuBbIYHAS pyKa He MOorJia TpuaaTh UM popmy, ordyero Merkmnmc ayB-
cTBoBasa ceOs Tiyrnoi. K ToMy e OOBIYHO K KOHILy JHSI OHA CJIMIIKOM yCTaBaja, YToObI TyMaThb
CBSIZHO.

Momnonou Kpoy 6bi1 cHucxoquTesieH U (pritioco)CKM OTHOCHIICS K Heyaadyam MerKmc.

— 3Haenb, Kak BBIISIAT HOBOPOXKACGHHBIM Me/lBe/Ib, KOTOPHIA TOJBKO BBHIINIE]T M3 UYpeBa
Matepu? — cripammBai oH. — Beero nmmbs 6echopmenHas macca. Matepu MPUXOAUTCsT OOU3BIBATh
€ro HECKOJILKO YacOB, YTOOBI MPHUIATH IeTeHBIITY (hOpMY, TIOKA HE ONPeICIATCS MOP/A, VI, MaJIeHb-
KHe JIalKU — BCe, YTO TIOHAOOMTCSI €My Ha OCTABIIYIOCS KU3Hb.

Meiikiuc HEBOJIBHO YJbIOHYIach. IHTepecHO, MaTh ee MeaBe/s Toke MpuaaBaia eMy (popmy
B CUACTJIMBBIC BPEMEHa, TIOKa OH He CTOJIKHYJICA C ’KeCTOKOCThI0? Eii moHpaBwMIach MBICIIb O TOM, Kak
MaJTBIII OOpETaeT I71a3a U YIUBJIEHHO MHUTaeT P BUJE OOJBIIIOrO MAaTePUHCKOTO SI3bIKA.

Mormonont Kpoy 3ameTt yasiOKy ¥ BBIYIWI OTKYJa-TO OecTHapuu, COOPHUKH CKa30K U UCTO-
puii 0 KUBOTHBIX, YTOOBI MEHMKINC MOTJIa MPOYMTaTh U CKOMMPOBATh CJIOBa. [leno monuio ObicTpee.
Meiiknvic 0YeHb HPAaBUJIOCH MHUCATh O KUBOTHBIX.
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«7Kaba u mayk — cMepTesIbHbIe Bpark U CTAaHYyT JAPAThCS IPYT C APYTOM JIO IOJTHOTO YHUYTOXKeE-
HUS, — ycBOWJIa OoHa. — [lesTMKaH KOPMHT MTEHIIOB KPOBBIO cBoero cepaua. [lepennue nambl 6apcyka
IJTMHHEE 3aJJHUX, TaK YTO MO CKJIOHY OH OEKHT ObICTpee».

[Nocrenenno MeWknuc stydine u3ydmia rnoaaku Mensens. OH He Bceraa OOAPCTBOBAT B ee
CO3HaHUM. BoMbIIy0 YacTh BpeMeHH Cajl U CJIOBHO BOOOINE OTCYTCTBOBaJI. Yalie Bcero OH Mpochl-
naJicsi ¥ MeTaJicsi, He Haxofsl cebe MecTa, B Cepble Yachl paHHETo yTpa M CyMepeK, HO MpeacKa3arh
ero rnoezieHre ObLJI0 HEBO3MOXHO. VIHOT/Ia OH MOSIBIISTICA HEOXKUAAHHO, M €r0 SMOIMU XMEJIbHbIM
MOTOKOM BJIMBAJIUCH B Moy Meriknuc. 7Kt oH Bpojie Obl B HacTosiiieM. Ho Hocwt ¢ co6oii Boc-
MOMUHAHUSI, KaK 3acTapesibie IpaMbl. BpeMs OT BpeMeHU OH HATBIKAJICS Ha OJTHO M3 HUX U, OIIEIOM-
JICHHBIH, JleTes1 B Oe3Hy OOJIH.

OH ObLT JTIOOOMBITHRIM M TEPIIEIMBBIM, HO €r0 CTPaxX MTHOBEHHO BCIBIXMBAJI, ITPEBPAIAsCh B
sipocTh. MeUMKnuc kKuja, onacasch 3Toi BenblmKky. [Toka 4yTo oHu 00a ObUTM B 6€30MaCHOCTH, HO
CyILIECTBOBAJIA MIOCTOSIHHASI yTpo3a, YTo PenMOTTH couTyT MelKnuc 6e3yMHOM W, XysKe TOTO, TIOH-
MYT, 4TO B HEl OOUTAET MPHU3PAK.

Omna npuBbIKaJIa K )KU3HU B [ pr3xeiize 1 Bce ke HUKAK He MOIJIA YCIIOKOMTHCS OKOHYATETBHO.
Jlaxe MaJleHbKYE 3HAKH MTPEANIOYTEHUSI: YPOKH, JIMIIHSS JIOXKKA MOXJIEOKH 32 00€I0M — JIMIIAIN ee
paBHOBecus. HarmoMuHamm o rycsix u jge0easx, KOTOphIX OHa MOMOTajia OTKapMJIMBaTh IJIsl CTOJIA, U
3aCTaBJISJIM IajaTh, YK He TIPUTIACEH JIM U T Hee CIIPATAHHBIN 10 BpEMEH! HOX.

B Havasne oceHu B JomMe MOAHSIIACH cyMaToxa: B [ pu3Xxei3 BEpHY/IUCh ABOE JIOITO OTCYTCTBO-
BaBIIUX WieHOB cemericTBa PenmvorToB. [lepBriil — cap Mapmaibiok, 001aJaBIMid OOIBIIMMU CBSI-
3sIMH TPOIOPOIHBIN Opat sopaa PesmoTTa, Biiajienen orpoMHOrO MOMECThs Ha BAJTMACKHUX OOJIOTAX,
BTOpOI1 — CaliMOH/1, CTapIIIMi ChIH U HAaCIeqHUK Jopaa Tomaca.

[TokoiiHas mate CaillMOH/A MCIIOMHWIA CBOM AOJT U, MPEXIEe YeM YMEpeTb OT JIMXOPaJKH,
ponriIa BOCBMEPHIX JIeTel, YCIIyXKUB MYXy. UeTBepo U3 HUX BBUKWIN. [IBe B3pOCIbie JoYepu ObUIH
yZIauHO BBIIAHBI 3aMyX. VIX NEBATUIIETHIO CECTpY Mpenopyyrin 3a00TaM Ky3eHa, KOTOPBIi 0Oera
BBIJIATh €e 3a chiHa OapoHeTa. CaliMOH] ObUT €TMHCTBEHHBIM BBIKMBIITUM CHIHOM.

CaiiMoHA 1 c3p MapMa/IploK Mprexaiy MpsiMO U3 JIOHJIOHCKOTO KOPOJIEBCKOTO JIBOPA, TaK YTO
BCEMY JJOMY He TepIIeJIOCh YCIBIIIATH TOCIEIHIE CTOMMYHbIE HOBOCTH. B 0OMEH Ha HECKOJIBKO KPYKeK
N1Ba Kyuep ObUT pajl yIOBIETBOPUTD JIOOOIBITCTBO MTyOJIMKH.

— I'pacd Crpaddopn mepts, — coodmmi oH. — [TapnameHT apecToBa ero 3a rocyaapcTBEHHYIO
u3MeHy. Tenepb ero roioBa HacakeHa Ha MUKY M BbICTaBjieHa Ha BopoTax M3MEHHUKOB.

Cpenu coOpaBIIMXCS Pa3AaINCh UCITYTaHHBIE BO3IJIACHL.

— Bennplit rpag, — npodopmotana muctpuc ['oymim. — W 310 mocnie Bcero, 4to OH cAenal,
cpakasich 3a KopoJsi. Yto 3a urpel BeieT napiaamMeHT?

— Onm xoTaT OOJIBINe BIACTH IS ceOsl, BOT U Bce, — nosichua Monomoir Kpoy. — Jlumaior
KOPOJISI Ipy3eid U COI03HMKOB OJHOTO 3a JpyruM. He Bce 4jieHbl mapiamMeHTa MpOrHWIM O OCHOBA-
HusA. Ho Tam 000CHOBAJICSI MAJICHBKHIA SIIOBUTHIA POY IypUTaH, KOTOPHIA U ceeT cMyTy. OHU U eCThb
HACTOSIINE U3MEHHHUKH, U K TOMY ke OOJTbHBI OCIIIeHCTBOM M COBEPILICHHO Oe3yMHBI.

— Bce mypurtane 6e3ymHBI, — poOOpMOTalIa phlkasi Mpavka Mo npo3suity dmHHas Dmuc. —
O, s He xoTena oouaeTh Tedst, MeKImuc, HO 3TO IIpaB/a.

Meiikuc JaBHO nepecTtaia 0ObsICHATH BCEM, UTO OHA He IypuTaHKa. Ee crpanHoe Onarovectu-
BOE€ UM OTAAJISIIO IEBOYKY OT OCTAIBHBIX CIIYT. B KakoW-TO CTerneHn oHa pajoBasiach CBOEH OTUYK-
JAEHHOCTH. BbIJIO OMacHO CIUIIIKOM OJIU3KO CXOAUTHCS C KEM-TO.

Kpowme Toro, Meiiknuc He 3Haa, KTO MpaB U ¢ KeM coraniarhes. OHa ciyiana xxuresneit ['pus-
Xei3a, 00CyKAaBIIMX HOBOCTH, M MO3T, Ka3aJI0Ch, BRIBOpauMBajo Han3HaHKy. B [Toruiape Bcem ObL10
M3BECTHO, YTO KOPOJIsi COMBAJIU C TOJIKY MOPOYHbBIE COBETUMKHU M KATOJIMKU-3arOBOPIIUKHY U YTO TIap-
JIAMEHT TOJIOH XpaOphIX, YECTHBIX, TPOHUIIATETbHBIX JIIOJIEH, KOTOPbIe XOTe i BceM J1o0pa. Bee Obuio
Tak oueBuAHO! Tak nukToBa 3apaBbiil cmbici! [Ipsmo ceituac xutenu [orapa, BO3MOXHO, Mpas3i-
HYIOT Ka3Hb nopouHoro rpacda. Cnasa ['ocnioay, jopn, Yepnsiii Tom-Tupan, MepTs!
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Ho 3nech, B I'pusxeiize, BceM ObUIO TOYHO TaK K€ OYEBUIHO, UTO PBYIIUICS K BJIACTH Mapia-
MEHT, IIOBGIL@HHLIﬁ 0 HEUCTOBCTBA 6€3yMHI)IMI/I IIyprUTaHaMU, IIbITAECTCA YKPACTD 9TY BJIACTb Y 3aKOH-
HOro kopossi. Hu Ta HM ipyrasi CTOpOHBI He Ka3aJIiCh ITyIBIMU U 00€ ObUIA PaBHO YBEPEHBI B CBOEH
MpaBoTe.

«bbuta mm 1 Bociurana mypurtanamu? Toraa s Bepuiia B TO, BO UTO Bepuiv oHu. Heyxenu Bce
MbI O0JTbHBI OetiieHcTBoM ? Mmu Toraa s Oblia 310poBa, a ceiuac 0e3ymHa?»

— Ho Takue HoBOCTH rocriofja MOIJIM IMOC/IaTh TUCbMOM, — 3aMeTiia MucTpuc ['oymium. — [ouemy
OHU TaK BHE3AITHO MpUEXaIu camMu?

— [puBesnu 1oMoi Koe-uTo, — OOBSICHUII Ky4ep C TAMHCTBEHHBIM BUJIOM. — §1 BHIET 9TO BCEro
CEKYH/IY, OHO MOXOKe Ha MepraMeHT ¢ BOCKOBOH MevaTbio pa3MepoM C JiaJIoHb. — OH MOHU3MII TOJI0C
70 IIeTIoTa, HECMOTPSI Ha TO, YTO BOKPYT CTPYAMJICS JIECSTOK JIIOOONBITHBIX YIIei. — Mory mpenro-
JIOXKUTh, YTO 3TO KOPOJIEBCKAS TIeUaTh.

— IT0 KOpoJIEBCKas rpamoTa, — ckaszai [xeiimc Melknuc B KOHLIE TOro e AHs, KOTra Bblaa-
JIach BO3MOKHOCTb TIOTOBOPUTS C I1a3y Ha ia3. — MHe Bce nosejan mactep CailMOHI.

— Pa3ge b1 1 Mactep CailmoH Ipy3bsi? — nopasuiach Menkmuc.

Ona ycriena yBuieTh CaliMOH/Ia, KOT/Ia TOT CIEIIHICS BO IBOpE ¥ OpOCHIT CITyTe TIOBObsI Kpa-
CHUBOI cepoll KOOBLTHL. JIeT AeBATHAALATH Ha BUJI M POCKOIIIHO OfIET B KpyXeBa U OapxaT HeOeCHOro
uBeTa. OueHb NpUBJIEKATENIbHbIN, C JIHAUCTO-CBETJIBIMU BOJIOCAMHU, BCEM CBOMM BUJIOM OJIMLIETBOPSIB-
M 3JIETAaHTHOCTh UCTUHHOT'O IIPUABOPHOTO, OH Ka3aJICsl PEIKOW I0pOroil NTULIEH, CJIOBHO JIE/ISIHbIE
nebenu, KOTophix Muctpuc ['oyTim uHOrma aenana Juisi BaXHBIX rocteid. M coBceM He MoXoaui Ha
capa Tomaca, eciii He CUMTATh MAJIEHbKOW SIMOUKM Ha nopdopoake. [o mpasae ckazath, Melkmuc
OYeHb BIEUamInio, 4yTo [xeiiMc HaXoquiICs Ha KOPOTKOM HOTe C TAKUM K30THUECKUM CO3JAHUEM.

Jlxeiimc pa3ayscs OT TIIECIaBUs U YK€ XOTe ObLIO CKa3aTh «Jla», HO YeCTHOCTh BO300/Ia1aa.

— WMHoraa, — HeXOTs BBIIaBIJI OH HaKOHeIl. — $1 ObUT ero KOMITaHOHOM, KOTZIa OH 371€Ch POC, U
BpeMsl OT BpeMeHH Mbl ObIBaJIM JIpy3bsiMu. OH MMofapui MHE 3Ty OJekIy U Joporue Tygu, Korna-
TO IIPUHAJIEKABIINE €MY. A ellle OH OCTaBUJI MHE Ha MaMSITh 3TO.

JIkerMC OTKUHYJT BOJIOCHI, 1 MeHMKIHC yBHesa Oeblii IIpaM, TSHYBIIUIACS Yepes JIEBBIN BUCOK
y caMbIX BOJIOC.

— OpHaxapl Mbl OXOTHJICh BMECTEe BEPXOM Ha KPACHMBBIX KOObLIax. IlepenpbirHynn depes
’KMBYIO U3rOpoO/ib, U y MEHS NOJIYy4YMIIOCh JIydllle, 4YeM Yy Hero. 51 3To 3Hau1, ¥ oH 3Hau 3710. Y nompay-
HeJl, Kak rpo3oBasi Tyda. $1 Bujien, Kak OH CMOTPUT Ha MeHs. M koraa Mbl MpUOIM3IITUCH K CIIeyIo-
1€ U3ropoIy, OJANbIIIE OT IOCTOPOHHUX B3IJISIIOB, OH IIEPETHYJICS B MOIO CTOPOHY U YAAPUIT MEHS
KHYTOM 110 Jivity. $1 momaTHyscsi, Most KOObUIa B M3yMJIEHHH OCTAaHOBHJIACH, U S TIEpeJIeTell uepes ee
rOJIOBY IIPSIMO Ha U3rOPO[b.

JIxeriMc paccmesiicsl, TOXOXKe HaxXofsl CITyduBIIeecs Kyaa 6onee 3a6aBHbIM, ueM MeuKIuc.

— Ho 181 Mor ciomars mero! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA OHA.

— 4 xpernye, yem Kaxych, — oTBeTHI [lkeimc criokoriHo. — Ho torma nmomyumin ypok. Ilycth
OH Ka)eTcsl COTKaHHBIM U3 MOJIOKA U MeJia, HO IOl aHTeJIbCKOM BHEIIHOCTBIO CKPBIBAIOTCS TOPIOCTD
Jopra u ropsiamii Hpas. [10TOM OH MpU3HAJICH, YTO sl HE OCTaBWII eMy BbiOopa. Uto emy Heobxooumo
ObITh JTyurM. [lonaraio, B €ro ycrax 3TO BIIOJHE MOXKET COMTH 32 U3BUHEHHE.

Meiiknuc Tak He cunTaia. [1o ee MHEHMIO, 3TO BOBCE He ObUIO N3BUHEHHEM.

— OH yexan B OKc(popICKUI YHUBEPCUTET, U C TeX MOp ¢3p MapMajbloK ycIies MpeIcTaBUTh
ero Ko aBopy. Kaxnplii pa3, koraa oH Bo3BpalaeTcs, CHauaia BeieT ceOst HaJMEHHO U TOPIEIUBO U
Bporie Obl cCOBCceM MeHs He y3HaeT. Ho Kak TOJIbKO MBI TOTOJIKYEM C IJIa3y Ha I71a3, BCE CTAHOBUTCS
MIPEKHKUM. .. HA HEKOTOPOE BpEMsI.

MeiKIuc OIIyTHIa YKOJ PEBHOCTH IIPU MBICTH O TOM, 4TO J[’KeiMc JOBepUTENIbHO OecemyeT
¢ KeM-To ApyruM. Ho y Hee He ObUIO HUKAKUX MPaB peBHOBATh, M OHA ITO 3HaJa. [lkelMc cTan ee
OV KAMIIM JPYroM U JOBEPEHHBIM JIMIIOM Ha 9ToM cBeTe. OHa JoBepsiia emMy OoJIbIIe, 4YeM JTI000MY
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YeJIOBeKy, M BCce ke 10 CHX MOp He pacckasaia o Measene. Yem Oosblile BpeMEHH MPOXOANIIO, TeM
clIOXHee ObUIO Mpu3HaThes [keiMcy, 4To OHa CKpbUIa OT HETO TaKylo BaxHYIO TaiiHy. CrycTs Tpu
Mecsila Takoe MPU3HAHKE YKe Ka3aJ0Ch HEBO3MOKHBIM. MelKnuc Tep3aiach yrpel3eHUsIMUA COBECTH,
MHOTIa HEMHOTO I'PYCTHJIA, CIOBHO OMMO3/1a/1a Ha Kopalib U Tenepb HaBeYHO 0OpeyeHa 3acTpsTh Ha
MyCTBIHHOM Oepery.

— Tak macrep CaliMOH]1 CKa3al, 4T0' B 9TOU rpaMoTe? — CIIpOCHIa OHa.

— OH ee He YMTAJT M HE 3HAET, 4TO B Hell. KistHeTes1, 4to 310 crpainHas TaitHa. Eine 1o0aBwt, 4to
KOPOJTIO OHA COBCEM He MOHpPaBWJIach M ¢3py MapMa/IploKy MPHIIUIOCh HEMAJIO TIOTPYAUTHCS, YTOObI
OH ee MoAnucal. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB €ro BeJMYECTBO COIVIACUIICS, HO TOJIBKO MOTOMY, YTO PeIMOTThI
CCYAMJIM €My LIEJIO€ COCTOsIHME, a ¢3p MapMa/iplok NMoMoraer mpojarb Koe-Kakue JparoleHHOCTU
KOPOHBI.

Meiiknvic Haxmypuiaachk. Pacckas IxeliMca poOyaus CMyTHBIE 3JI0BEIIE BOCTIOMHUHAHUS O
niepBoM JHe B ['pusxeiize.

— Koposnio Tak 0T4astHHO HYKHbBI JeHbI U ?

ITo kpaitneit mepe, Tak roBopu Jjopa PeMoTT.

— Ionararo, na, — moxai reyamu Jxenmc.

— A 115 4ero HykHbl KOPOJIEBCKME I'paMOThI? — cripocuiia Merknuc.

—3T0... KOPOJIEBCKUE JIEKJIapaliiu, — HECKOJIbKO HeyBepeHHO nosicHu [xeiimc. — [Jalor nos-
BOJIGHHE 4TO-TO chesiath. Hy... Hampumep, BHICTPOUTH YKpEIUIeHUs BOKPYT TBoero joma. Mmm...
nponasars nepeu. My Hanmazath Ha Bpaxeckue cyja.

— Tak kakoil cMbIC/ B CEKpPETHOM Jekiapauuu’? — yausuiace Meiknuc. — Eciu koposs fain
paspelieHne YTo-To CAeNaTh, oYeMy Heslb3si, YTOOBI BCe 3TO 3HAIM?

— XM-M-M... DTO CTpaHHO, — 3alyMunuBO Haxmypuics Ixeiimc. — Ho rpamota onpeaeneHHO
naer PeamoTTaM MO3BOJIEHUE YTO-TO caenars. Mactep CaliMOHA NMPU3HAJICS, YTO MOACTyILIA, KaK
cap MapmaJibiok TOBOPUJT UTO-TO HACYET «HAIIUX JAPEBHUX OOBIYAeB M YCTAHOBJICHHBIX HacJIereM
MOPAOKOB».

— JxeliMc, — MeIJIEHHO BBITOBOpIJIa MeHKmuc, — B TOT Bedep, Kor/a 51 BIiepBble OKa3aiach B
9TOM JI0Me, 5 TIOACYITANa, KaK pa3roBapuBaiy ero Muiiocts u bembiii Kpoy. Benpiit Kpoy cooOmmmn,
YTO HEKOTOPHbIE TIPUIBOPHBIE OOBUHSIIOT PEIMOTTOB B KOJIJJOBCTBE.

— B xonpoBctBe?! — axuyn Ixeiimc. — [louemy Tbl MHE He ckazana?

— B ToT nens 51 mout odesymena ot mxopanku! Bee paBHO uTo KormmMap BeriomuHath. C Tex
TOp s TOYTH 00 STOM He JyMaa.

— Ho 181 yBepeHa, 4To peus 1u1a 0 KOJI0BCTBE?

— Hymaro, na. Jlopg ®eaMoTT ckaszall, 4To HE MOXKET ITOMelaTh KOPOJIo y3HaTh O CIyXaX, HO
[JIaBHOE — He JIaTh MU BOCTIOJIb30BaThCsl. MM Hy’KHO 4eM-TO ero mpHuBJieub, YTOObI IPHOOPECTH HAJL
HUM BJacThb. [I0TOM OHM 3aroBOPHIIM O HEOOXOAMMOCTH UTO-TO MPUAYMATb.

JIKefMC sIpOCTHO HACyNuUJICs, IIsi/isl B IPOCTPAHCTBO.

— Wrak... 4dro, ecnu «apeBHUE 0ObYan» PeIMOTTOB eCTh 3JI0 U MOPOK? — MPOTSIHYJ OH. —
Heuro Takoe, 3a 4T0 MX MOXHO OOBMHHUTDH B KOIIOBCTBe? Eciu Koponbk momamnucan rpamMoty, paspe-
IIAIONIYIO IbSIBOIBLCKUE JNESIHUS, 3HAUUT, HE CMOXET apecToBaTh UX Kak KOJIYHOB, BepHO? [loTromy
YTO B IPOTUBHOM CJIy4ae OHH MOKaXyT BCEM 3Ty rpamoty. U ero toxe OOBUHSIT.

— Ecimu magyt ®eaMoTThl, MaJeT U OH, — TOKOHYWIA MEUKITUC ero MbIC/Ib. — DTO IAHTaX.

— l'oBopu xe Tebe, uTo ¢ PeTMOTTaMH YTO-TO HeJagHO! — BOCKJIMKHY Jxenmc. — VX «1peB-
HHUE 00BIYar» . .. JIOJKHO OBITh, UIMEIOT KAKOe-TO OTHOIIEHHE K TOMY, YTO C HUMH CITy4aeTcsl, Koraa
OHU HaclelyloT TUTY U 3eMid. OHM MEHSIOTCS, MOIIOMHU MOM cjioBa! MoxkeT, MpoJaioT JyIIy Abs-
BOITY!

— MpI He 3HaeM... — Hayasa Meikmnuc.

— Ml 3HaeM, YTO OHU KOJIYHBI WJIH OJTU3KO K TOMY, — TaprpoBai [Ixeimc. — [Touemy Obl TeOe
He yOexaTh co MHOM? Kak MOXHO 3acTaBUTh TeOs TiepeyMaTh?
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OtBet ObUI MOJTyYeH Ha CIIEIYIOIHI IeHb.
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I'naBa 9

YTpo BBAANOCH AYITHBIM, HO SICHBIM, TIOSTOMY CJIYT, BOOPYKEHHBIX BEJPAaMH U JIECTHUIIAMH,
TOCJIaJIA COOMPATB CrieIbie sIOJIOKU B MaJICHBKOM, OK PYKeHHOM orpaioi ppykToBOoM cany ['pusxeriza.
JlepeBbsi ¢ MBIIIHBIMA KPOHAMU ObLTA YCHITIAHBI IJIOJAMH TaK, YTO CTHMOAMCh BETKH, a B BO3IyXe
pasnuBacs ClajKuil apomar.

Meiiknuc Toxe OblTa Cpein CIIyT, MOCKOJIbKY MUCTpUC [ OyT/iM morpocuia HapBaTh €il aiiBbl.
Oma OblTa 3aHSATa JEJI0M, KOTJIa C IPYroro KOHIA caja pa3aascs TPOMKHUI IPOXOT U MOCBIIIATUCH
BOILTA ¥ TPEBOXKHBIE KpUKU. [leBouka Opocuiack Ha iiryM. OKa3anock, 4To KOHOX [[xeiiko0 cBammics
C caMoro BBICOKOTO JiepeBa. OmenomieHHass MeKnuc, misis eMy B JIMIO, IOIyMasia, 9To OH BCeraa
ObLT IIYTHUKOM — JIaXe ceivac TyObl KpUBIIIUCH B MO100MM yXMBUTKH. OJHAKO Iiest Oblla COTHyTa
T0J1 HEECTECTBEHHBIM YIJIOM, HATIOMHUBIIMM €H IBITUISTYbY TYIIKU HA KYXOHHOM CTOJIE.

Kto-T0 mobexan B oM pacckaszarh capy Tomacy o HecuacThe. Bckope OH TOSIBUJICS M pacIio-
PSIIWIICS] TIPUHECTH HOCHJIKH, TTOCIE Yero BCeM ObLIO BEJIEHO MOKUHYTH Ca/l.

Ha opun kpatyaiimmii mur MelKnuc mokas3ajioch, 4TO OHA yBHJEA c1adoe MepliaHue Hajl
tesioMm [[xeiiko0a. Bozayx cioBHO 3akomedancs u 3amypiiai. OHa HEBOJBHO axHy/a U OTCTYIHJIA.
YT0-TO KOCHYJIOCH €€ CO3HaHHU s, KOTOpPOe MIHOBEHHO 3aTONMIIA OeCcopsJ0uHas MyTaHHUIIA BOCTIOMHU-
HaHUM, el He NTPUHA/IJICKABILIHX.

... Cmpax, 6016, 060e cmerowuxcs Oemeil, OMNEUamoK mpasvl HA HCEHCKOU ueKe, YbINKU om
MOPO3a U 20pAUULL CUOD, SIONOKU 8 CONHEUHBIX NAMHAX, CKOAL3KULL MUMATIHUK NOO PYKAMU. ..

MeiiKkIuc MoBepHy/iach U C TPOMKO CTyYaluM cepiiieM Opocuiach BOH U3 caja. 3abIXasich,
OHAa BEpHYJIACh Ha KYXHIO M TOJIBKO TOT/Ia MOHSLIA, YTO 3a0bljIa 3aXBAaTUTh KOP3MHY C allBOM, KOTOPYIO
KA K YKHUHY.

— 3HauuT, Oerv 0OpaTHO U MpUHECH ee! — 3aBormuiia Muctpuc [oytmu. — Beictpo!

MeiiKIuc, KOTOPYIO TOIIHHIJIO OT HEPBHOTO HAINPSIKEHU s, mocnenia Ha3a. OQHaKo y BOPOT
cajia oHa BcTpeTmia JxeriMca, KOTOPBIN €€ OCTAHOBHUIL.

— He Bxonu, — mporenTai oH.

— Ho mHe Hy%Ha TOJIBKO. . .

JIkeriMc HACTOWYMBO TIOKavyaJl TOJIOBOM, MPHXKA MaJiel] K Ty0am, MOATAIIWI ee K ce0e U CTal
TMOJICMATPUBATh B apOYHBIE BOPOTA. JIUIIO €ro CJI0BHO OCYHYJIOCh, M MEHKITMC MOHSIA, YTO BIIEPBbIC
BUJUT €T0 B TAKOM TpeBOre.

B cany He ObUTO HMKOTO, KpOMe OAMHOKOTO MYKUHMHBI, OPOJMBIIETro cpeau JepeBbeB. OH ObLT
HEOOBIYaliHO BBICOKMI M MOIIIHBIN. W BCe ke ABUTasCs C HEMPUSITHO KOIIaYbel rpalyen.

— Cop Mapmajpiok, — porernTtan Jxenmc.

Tpu ocTporasbie roHUMe, Ipoka OT BO30YKICHUs, KPyTHIIUCh Y HOT capa Mapmajpioka. Eme
OJIHA MIIIEMKA HIOXaJIa 3€MJIIIO.

— Yrto oH senaer? — omHUMHE rydamu cripocuiia Merkmic.

JIkerMC HaKJIOHUJICSI TIOOJMKE K ee YXY.

— OxoTuTCs, — MpouIenTal OH B OTBET.

Nieiika 3amepia v u3ana HU3KUi 3710Bemuil ai. [loxoxe, oHa mpucTaipHO yCTaBUIIACh Ha
IIyCTOM OCTPOBOK TPAaBBbl.

Cop Mapmaapiok nogHsin rojiopy. Ilaxke ¢ Takoro pacctosiHusi MelKnuc Morjia pasriisijieTh,
YTO XOTS €0 JIMIO ObLIO JIMIIEHO BCSIKOTO BBIpaKEHHSs, ObUIO B HEM YTO-TO, OTYEr0 BHYTPEHHOCTH
JEBOYKHU CKPYTUJIMCh TYTHM Y3JI0M. DTO OBUIO TO CaMOe OIIyIIEHHUE 371a U yKaca, OJ0JIeBIIee ee MpH
BcTpeue ¢ JjoproM Pemvorrom. Coap MapMaibioK CKIIOHU TOJIOBY HAOOK, CJIOBHO TPHUCITYITUBASICh.
Ha ry6ax urpasna oveHb Jierkasi XuiHas yiapiOka. HecKoibKo MUHYT OH OCTaBajicsl HEeCTECTBEHHO
HETIO/IBUKEH.
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UYro-To egBa 3aMeTHO IeBebHYI0och. CTedeNnb KparnuBbl APOrHYI, TOIOPOCHB B BO3/IyX COH-
HyI0 myey. MeUKnuc mokas3agoch, YTO OHA BUJAUT CPEAU TUISIIIYIIMX TEHEW TOHKYIO, U30THYTYIO
CTPYHKY JbIMa.

JxenkoO.

B 310T MOMeEHT c3p Mapmazplok Havyasl 1eficTBOBATD.

Jxenmc ropoput o CTapiiiux, YTo OHU OUY€Hb IPOBOPHBIE, U MEMKIC HaKOHEl! [TOHs1Ia, YTO OH
umern B Buay. CekyHay Hazaz cap MapMaablok CTOsLI, TOIOOHO CTaTye, M BOT OH yXe C HEBepOSTHOM
CKOPOCTBIO MUHUTCS IO TpaBe. OOBIYHO JIOIH, TIEPei TeM Kak OpOCHThCS OekKaTbh, UyTh HAIIPATAIOTCS,
HO TOJIBKO He ¢3p Mapmajpiok. CoOaku MyCTHIIUCh BCKAa4b 33 XO3SMHOM U, CJIOBHO BOJIKH, OOOIILIH
1o GOKaM HeBUIVMYIO JI0OOBITY.

OnuHOKUI NpU3paK yaupasl, OTYassHHO BUJISISE MKy AepeBbsiMu. Korma oH oka3asics o4ty y
CaMBIX apOYHBIX BOPOT, MeHKmuc Jiydiie ero pasrisaena. [lanndyeckas, McTekaomasi KpOBbIO TEHb.
OH ObL paHeH, 3amyraH, He 3Hal, Kyaa 0exarb. [1o Hee TOHOCHUIIOCh TOHKOE, €JBa CIIBIIITHOE Mpepbl-
BHUCTOE 3aBbIBaHHE.

[Mpu3pak chenan 3ur3ar, yBepHYBIIMCH OT JISI3TAIOIMX cOOaubKX Yemocteld. Tpasis mponon-
*kanack. [Ipu3pak HHKak He Mor oOorHath capa Mapmajpioka, 1 Bce ke CTapimii Bcerna cOaBsi
CKOPOCTb, KOTZIa ObLT B IIIare OT MpU3paKa.

«OH urpaer c JIxeiikobom, — B yxkace cooOpasuina Meiikmuc. — [IpeciemyeT, 4ToObl OH BHITO-
pei».

Tenepp Mpu3pak CHOTHIKAJICS U OIUIBIBAJI, KaK cepoe, MOoYuTH roraciiee iams. Hakoner oH
ycye3 B MATHUCTOW OT COJHIIA TeHW Omkaiiiero aepesa, u cap MapMaablok HaOpOCUJICS Ha HEro.
XUIIHO COTHYTHIE MAJTbIIbI COMKHYJIMCh HA YeM-TO, CKPHITOM TPABOM.

OH crosin crnuHOM K MeUKIuc, HO OHA 3aMeTWIa, KaK OH HarHys rojioBy W MOAHST TO, YTO
CKUMAJT, K JIAILY.

Paznascs pe3kuii 3Byk 4ero-to pymierocs. YTto-To BCKPUKHYIO: CT1a0blid, HEBHIHOCUMBIN, HO
BCE ke, KaK 3TO HUA HEBEPOSITHO, TIOXOKUI HA UEIOBEYECKUI BOILIb.

MeiiKuc HEeBOJBHO axHyJa, a JIKeMC 3aKpbUT eil poT JIAIOHBIO, YTOOBI OHA HE BbIIAJIA UX
000uX.

— MBI HUYEro He MOXEM C/IeNaTh, — MPOIIUIIENT OH el Ha yXO.

W cHOBa mocIblmasicst TPeCK pa3AupaeMoro Ha 4acTé MpU3pavHoro tena. bombine Menkmnuc
BBIHECTU He MorJa. BeipBaBmmmich u3 pyk Jlkeiimca, oHa momuasiach B JoM. [[xeiiMc norHan ee y
KyXOHHOH JJBEPH U KPEITKO OOHSII, TBITAsICh YCIIOKOUTD JIPOKb.

— D10 6611 [IKelK00! — mpomenTana Meiknuc.

HlytHuk [1keiKkoO, KOTOPBIN BCera CMesicsl, MOTOMY 4ToO ObUT Cpey Apy3ei.

— 3Haio, — co cliep’KaHHbBIM THEBOM OTBeTU [l xeimc.

— OH pazopgai ero. OH...

Omna He 3HaJa TOYHO, 4TO caesan cap Mapmazpiok. U Oblia 10CTaTOYHO TBEPIO yBEpeHa, UTo
YKYCUTh MPU3PaK HEBO3MOKHO, HO BCE ke Tepel ra3zamu ctost1 Crapiimid, pa3auparonyi 3yoaMu
©eCIoMOIITHOTO TPU3PaKa.

Jlopn ®eaMoTT roBoprI1 00 «YHUUTOXKEHUU MApa3srToB», 1 MEeMKIHUC HUKOrIa He MO3BOJsia
ceOe 3agymbIBaThcsl Hag 3TuM. [IpocTo pamoBaiach, YT0 HUKaKue Opofsyne MPU3PaKud HE CMOTYT
Haracth Ha Hee B ['pusxeiize. Ho Teneps cBOMMM r1a3aMu yBHENA, YTO O3HAYAET MOJ0OHOE YHHUTO-
KEHUe.

Nmenno 310 u caenaior GeaMOTTH ¢ TyXOM MeABe/si, eciid y3HaoT o0 Hem? U 4rto, eciiu oHa
w Ixeitme ympyT B ['pusxeize? VX Toxke 3aTpaBAT U pa3opBYT?

Ona Buzena ynslOKy capa Mapmazpioka, CJIOBHO TOT OXOTHIICS Pajav 3a0aBbl.

— OH Hacnaxpaasncs 3TuM! — ropbKo TpoienTtana oHa. — Tel ObUT 1IpaB BO BceM! DTO rHE3I0
absiBona! [103B0sIb MHE TIONTH ¢ TOOO !
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COexam OHU BO BTOPOM TMOJIOBUHE JIHS. [I)keiiMc BbI3BasICs cOOpaTh pacTonky, MenKIIc yxuT-
PUJIach MOYYUTh MOPYYEHHE CXOAUTDH B JIeC 3a rpubamMu U TUKUM IKopueM. OHU BCTPETHITUCH Yy
craporo ny0a, OTKy/a ¥ TPOHYJIUCH B Iy Th.

OnHu OBICTPO UK TIO TPOIIMHKE, IBHITASICh BHIITISAAETh €CTECTBEHHO, U MeHKIUC 0os1ach, YTo
cepiue, Tpoxouylliee B Ipylu, BOT-BOT pa3opBercs. BriepBele oHa 3ajymanach Haja TeM, MOYEMY
JxeriMc Oesxat CHoBa M CHoBa. He moTtoMy v, 4TO kesas HO9yBCTBOBATh MPHUJIMB HEOBIBAJION JKH3-
HEHHOM 3Heprun? XoTs OH IIesT HeOpeKHOW MOXOAKoW, MeHlKIuc 3aMeThIa, Kak Ijia3a ero Oeraior
13 CTOPOHBI B CTOpOHY. Boutces cornsaparaes?

EnBa nons cMeHWIMCh MyCTOLIAMHM, OHM COLLIM C TPONMHKM M TNONUIM Hayraa. Meuknuc
BbIHYJIA KPOLIEYHYIO HIETIOTKY NEPLA, YKPaJeHHOIO U3 IParolieHHOTrO CyHIy4Ka C IPSTHOCTSIMM, KOTO-
pbIii XpaHuIa MucTpuc Loy Ty, 1 roceinana J0poxKy, 4ToObl COOAKU HE B3SLIU CIE.

W3Bunmcras nopoxka yepes MyCcTollb Tauja JIOBYIIKH. B spKo-3eJeHbIX 3apociifx Marnopot-
HHMKA YaCTO CKPBIBAIUCDH SIMBI, KYCTHI KOJIIOYETO IUIOBHUKA, OCTPble KAMHU M KOPHH, B KPOBb COM-
BaBIIIKE MabIbl HOT. [Tociie TOro Kak OHM HECKOJIBKO YacOB OCKAIb3BIBATUCH U KapaOKAaJIHMCh, COTHIIE
cesio, a HeOO MPUOOPENIO TEMHO-KOPUYHEBBIH OTTEHOK, IIBET YMODHI.

— K aTOMy BpeMeHM Hac y:ke XBaTUIUCh, —3aMeTu JIKelMC, — HO COMHEBAIOCh, YTO OHU CMOT'YT
BECTU MTOUCKHU B TEMHOTE.

Meiiknuc ragana, CyMeoT JIM OHM HalTU IMyTh, KOrjaa coBceM creMmHeeT. [1o mMepe Toro kak
yBSIQJT TIOCTIEIHNI CBET, OHA OIIlyIlajia MeJIeHHOe MpolyxaeHne measens. OH OuYeHb YIUBHICS,
OOHApYyKUB, YTO BOKPYT HET CTeH. [leBOYKa HEBOJIBHO MOMHSIACh HA IIBIIOYKYU U 3a/1pajia TOJIOBY,
YTOOBI OH JIyYllle BUJEN U YysUT 3alaxu.

Ee 3penue npucnocodmnock k nomympaky. He Bnepseie. Ckopee Bcero, HOUHOe 3peHHe Me/l-
Be/isl ObUIO JIyullle, yeM y Hee. B To ke Bpemsi OHa OCTpO OIIyIIaia JOHOCHMBIE BETPOM 3arlaxu:
MBUIBLBI IPOKA, THUIOUIMX SITOJl, OBEYbETO IOMETa U JbIMa JasibHero kocrpa. Ho TyT Betep nepeme-
HUJICS, TIOAYJI CO CTOPOHBI ['pu3xeliza, U OHa yJIOBWIIA JAPYTroi 3amax. 3HAaKOMBIN 3amax >KUBOTHBIX,
00OCTPEHHBII TOJIOJIOM U HETEPIIEHUEM.

— Cobaku! — mporentasa MeWKmnuc, 9yBCTBYs, Kak JielieHeeT KpoBb. Uepe3 CeKyHIy 10 Hee
JOHeccs OTIANEeHHbIH J1ail. OISHYBIIUCH, OHA pa3/nyuiia KpPOIIeUHble pKUe MATHRIIKY. PoHapu!

— xeiimc! Onm uayTt!

Bpar u cectpa myctuivich Oexarb, He oOpaliasi BHUMaHUSI Ha YIIMOBI U [AparvHbl, HU3KO
MIPUTHYBIIIKCh, YTOOBI OCTAaThCsI He3aMeYeHHbIMU. [lepenum pydei, uToOsl cOuTh ¢ myTH codak. Ho
OTrOHBKM (hOHApel Bce MPUOIMAKATNUCH: OYEBUIHO, OOMaHyTh HUKOTO HE YAaJI0Ch.

«OTKy[a OHHY 3HAIOT, T/1€ MbI?»

Ho HuxX noHecnuch ronoca. ['pomue npyrux ObLT HU3KHIA, TOBETUTEIIbHBIA PBIK.

— 310 c3p Mapmajibiok.

I'naza y [Ixeiimca TpEBOKHO CBEPKAJIU.

Onu nponomkany 6exaTb. BeTBU IIMIMOBHMKA U TATOPOTHUKY MCXJIECTATN 000UX, M K TOMY Ke
Meiiknuc noHsiia, 4o 3aaepxkuBaet [xeiimca. OHa crasia ycTaBaTh, Tak Kak ObllTa HAMHOTO cradee
opara. Ho korga coBcem cTeMHeNno, eMy CTajio TpyJHee pa3inyarh TEMHbIE sIMbl, KOUKH 1 BHITION3IIIE
Ha JJOPOXKKY KOPHHU.

Jlaii HeoxxuaaHHO cTUX, 1 Melknuc He cpasy noHsuia npuyuHy. Ho TyT ke npencrasuiia, Kak
OI'POMHBIX TICOB CITYCTHJIM C TIOBOJIKOB U OHM O€CIIIyMHO OEryT 1o HEpOBHOH 3eMJIe. . .

JleBouka Ha MUT 3amepiia M OIJISIHYJIaCh Ha TO, YTO Tereph CTAJIO MYCTOIIbI0 Oe3HA/IEKHOCTH.
Hu nepeBa, Ha KOTOpOe MOXHO B300paThCsl, HU 3[aHUS, TJIe MOKHO CIPATAaThCs. TOMBKO KPYTOM CKaT
BIIEPE/IU, 10 KOTOPOMY, BEPOSITHO, MOKHO COCKOJIb3HYTh M HAUTH YKPBITHE. . .

Ho npex e yem oHa ycriena ckasaTb TO BCIIyX, TMOKasi, TeMHasi, YeThIpexJarasi TeHb BbIpBa-
Jach U3 TpaBbl M ynapwia JlxeiiMca B rpyap, cOMB Ha 3eMimo. [[keiMc mokaTuics no ckiony. M3
KYCTOB JIpOKa MOSIBUJICS APYToy rec, 1 MelKnuc ycrnena yBUIeTh, Kak OleCHY/U ero 3yObl, KOrja OH
METHYJICSI BBEPX, LeJISACh el B m1o. [lec ObLT cituiikoM npoBopeH yist Hee. Ho He 11 MenBens.
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Omna morya HaOmogaa, Kak ee pyka pasMaxHyJ1ach, OTOPOCHUB Tica B BO3/IyX C CHJIOH, KOTOpast
noTpsicia ee camy. Ilec ygapuics o 3eMiIi0 B HECKOJNBKUX sIpaax oT MeHKnuc, MOKATHICS BHU3 U
TOJIBKO TIOCJIE 3TOT0, TOMIATHIBASICh, MTOAHSIICS HA HOTH.

B sToT MOMeHT Meliknuc yBuena erie JByX ICOB, JIETEBIIMX K Hell. UepHble 3Bepu Oeskau
OIPOMHBIMU CKaUKaMU, BWISISI MEXIy KycTamu Jpoka. M1 MeHlKnuc ¢ TOIMHOTBOPHBIM 4yBCTBOM
HEepeabHOCTHU MTPOUCXOASIIETO YBU/IENa, 9To co0aku He oqHU. OHU COMPOBOJK/IAJIM BCATHUKA, KOTO-
PbIii KAKMM-TO YYJIOM YXUTPSIJICS HE OTCTaTh OT HUX, COXPaHsIsl TaKyIo ke yCTOMIUBOCTh. C ero pyku
cBUcal (poHAphb, OCBEIIABIIMI MOIIHYI0 (PUTYpPY, KaM30J U3 KaMBOJIbHOH IIEPCTU 1IBE€Ta CJIUBBI U
COBEPIIIEHHO OECCTPACTHOE JIUIIO.

Meiikmuc 3psi TpaTHiIa JparolieHHbIe CEKYH/Ibl, BO BCe IJ1a3a Iisijis Ha capa Mapmaspioka. Cko-
POCTB €ro Ka3anoch HeecTecTBeHHON. HeBo3MoxkHOM. Bee paBHO Kak ecii Obl IOKIMK JIETENl CHU3Y
BBEpX.

Omna crpimana Borum JxeiiMca, ropTaHHOE pblYaHue U TpecK. To Jiu rec oTphIBasl eMy BOPOT-
HUK, TO JIU Tieperpuizan ropio. Ha Hee HagBuraercss yepecyyp MHOTO BparoB, u emie xeimc. ..
JlxenmcC. . .

— IIpekparute! — 3a0pana oHa. — [oxanyiicra! OT30BUTE COOAK!

Csp Mapmajipiok KOPOTKO CBUCTHYJI, M 3BYKM OOpbOBI MpPEKpaTWIMCh. MeHWKNHC CTosiia,
TSDKEJIO JIBIIIA, OKPYKEHHAsl COOaKaMH, MBICJIEHHO TMPHKa3bIBasi MEABEAI0 He OexkaTh M He HaOpachl-
BaThCs HA Bpara.

lenectsmume mard MpUOIMKXAIUCh, CO BCEX CTOPOH Ha MeHKnuc ObLTM HArpaBJIeHbl JIyUuH
donapeii. Mononoit Kpoy BbiBosIok u3 kKaHaBbl [[keiimMca. Ero BOpoTHUK ObUT M30pBaH B MEJIKHE
KJIOUbSI, HO B OCTaJIbHOM MApHUIIKA HE TOCTPaIa.

MeiiKuc Toxe MPUXBATUIM ¢ cOOOM, CJIOBHO BCIIOMHMB O Hell B mocieqHuid MoMeHT. OHa
cooOpa3uiia, YTO B TEMHOTE HUKTO He BUJIEN, KaK OTJIeTeNa OT Hee OrpOMHasI UINeiKa, OTOPOIIeHHAS B
BO3/IyX C HeecTeCcTBeHHOM cuitoid. [1o kpaiiHeli Mepe, XOTs1 Obl ee TaifiHa OCcTajlach HeMPUKOCHOBEHHOM.

OoOparHas jmopora B ['pusxeit3 Obuta nonroi u xonomHou. CHavyama MeWknuc aymana, 4To
JlxeiMc, HaBepHOe, CepAuTCs, MOTOMY YTO OHA 3ajepkuBajia ero B modere. Ho Ha mommyTtu ero
JIaZIOHb CKOJIb3HYJIA €l B PYKY, ¥ TaK OHHM IILJTA IO CAMOTO JIoMa, Opocasi BHI30B TIOPEMIIIUKAM.

Haytpo Mefikmnuc ¢ mykoii Habmonana, kak [xeiiMca pa3ioKuId BO JBOPE IIPY BCEM Hapojie U
3a1aJIM TaKyIo )KECTOKYIO TPETIKY, YTO IMOTOM OH €/IBa MOT CTOSITh. HUKTO HE COMHEBAJICS, UTO 3TO OH
3ayma’t mooer v nmotanmi ¢ cooboit Meknuc. B KoHIIe KOHIIOB, OH CTapIlie Hee U K TOMY e MaJIbUuK.

MeiiKIuc Toxe BBITIOPOJIHM, HO HE TaK CypPOBO M B OCHOBHOM 3a KPaxy IparoleHHOro mepua.
Muctpuc ['oyTam Oblta paccepikeHa U paccTpoeHa.

— Hexkotoppix Bemanu u 3a MeHblllee, — IpoOypyaia oHa. — 1 TyT Bce rajana, KOraa Jact o
ce0e 3HATh TypHast KpoBb. Hemapom roBopst, s01109K0 OT IOJOHBKH. . .

Meiiknuc BepHy/Iach K paboTe Ha KyxXHe, Jenasi Bce, YTOObl BBIIISIIETh PACKasIBIICHCS Ipell-
Hutel. OTHaKO MBICJIM FOPEIA HOBOU CHJION U SICHOCTBIO.

«B cnenyomuii pa3 Hy:KHO PUIYMaTh, YTO JeaaTh ¢ codakamu. [TonpoOyo Noapy X UTHCS CO
BCEMH, a HE TOJIBKO C TeMH, KTO CITUT Ha KyxHe. M Haul miaH Jo/okeH ObiTh Oe3ynpedeH, hHave
JlxeiiMc cHOBa rocTpanaet. OH XpaOp U yMeH, HO He BCerzia yMeeT KaK Clie/lyeT BCe IPOAyMaTb.

S npuBnekia k cebe BHuManue Crapimx. Eciv oHM HAUHYT CieuTh 32 MHOM, JIETKO YBUAST
HACKBO3b U TPOYUTAIOT MBICIIU. 3HAYNT, s IOJKHA BECTHU ceOsl THILE BO/IbI HUXE TpaBhl. BHITh HEKpa-
CUBOM, HEIPUMETHOM, CKYUYHOMU. A 3a0[IHO OCTOPOKHOM U TEPIETUBOM.

S Haiiny croco6 coexaTh OTCIONA, Jake eClIM Ha 9TO MOHAI00ATCS TO/IbD».

W neiicTBUTENBHO, MOHAJOOMINCH TO/IBI.
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Yacrtb 2
Komka I'oytim

I'nmasa 10

3a ABa rofa v Tpu Mecdaa UBMEHUTLCA MOKET OYEHb MHOT'OC. HBaI[LIaTL CEMb MECALIEB — NOCTa-
TOYHO I[OJ'IFI/Iﬁ CPOK, YTOOBI AOM, TAC Thl )KUBCLIb, IPOHUK B TBOU KOCTU U TBOM MO3r. Ero OBETa
CTAaHOBATCA HaJII/ITpOfI TBOETO CO3HAHUA, €TI0 3BYKH — TBOEH COKpOBCHHOfI MYSBIKOﬁ. Ero Oarmu nim
IIIWJIM HACESIOT TBOM CHBI. Ero creHs — CpeaoTOYMNE TBOUX MBICJIET.

Jlronu — CTpaHHBIC, JICTKO HpI/ICHOCO6J'IHIOI_HI/ICCH CyHIeCTBa U paHO WA IMO3JHO IIPUBBIKAIOT
KO BCEMY, AK€ K HEBO3MOXKHOMY HUJIM HCBLIHOCUMOMY. KpacaBHua, KUBYIIAd B 3dMKE qy,IlOBI/IH_Ia,
BHE BCAKOIro COMHEHUA, UMECT CBOM pacnop4aa0oK OHA, CBOU MAJICHbKHUC UCTOYHUKU pa3gpakCHUSA
n 6CCHPC,I[CJIBHO CKY4acT. Vxkac — Belllb YTOMUTEIJIbHAA. Ero TPYOHO UCIIBITBIBATD 6CCKOHC‘{HO, TakKk
YTO paHO WUJIU IMO3JHO OH BBITECHACTCA YEM-TO oonee MMPAKTUYHbIM. OI[HEDKIIBI ThI ITPOCHITIACIIILCA B
CBOEH TIOPbME U OCO3HACIIb, YTO 3TO CAMHCTBEHHOEC PEAJIbBHOC MECTO. IToGer — 310 COH, HCUCKPECHHAA
MOJIUTBA, B KOTOPYIO OOJIbIIIE HE BEpUIIIb.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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