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SONNET

To the Autnor of CLARISSA.

Mafter of the heart! whofe magic fkill

The clofe recefles of the Soul can find,

Can roufe, becalm, and terrify the mind,
Now melt with pity, now with anguifh thrill 5

Thy moral page while virtuous precepts fill,
Warm from the heart, to mend the Age defign’d,
Wit, ftrength, truth, decency, are all combin’d

To lead our Youth to Good, and guard from Ill.

O long enjoy what thou fo well haft won,
The grateful tribute of each honeft heart,
Sincere, nor hackney’d in the ways of men ;
At each diftrefsful ftroke their true tears run;
And Nature, unfophifticate by Art,
Owns and applauds the labours of thy pen.
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PREFACE.

" HE following Hiftory is given in
a Series of L.etters written principally
in a double yet feparate corre{pond-

Between two young Ladies of virtue and
honovr, bearing an inviolable friendfhip for
each cther, and writing not merely for amufe-
ment, but upon the meft iuterefting fubjelts; in
which every private family, more or lets, may
find itfelf concerned : And,

: A3 Betweeh



vi PREFACE

Between two Gentlemen of free lives ; one of
them glorying in his talents for Stratagem and
Invention, and communicating to the other, in
confidence, all the fecret purpofes of anintrigue-
ing head and refolute heart.

But here it will be proper to obferve, for the
fake of fuch as may apprehend hurt to the morals.
of Youth, from the more freely written Letters,,
that the Gentlemen, tho’ profefled Libertines as.
to the Female Sex, and making it one of their
wicked maxims, to keep no faith with any of the
individuals of it, who are thrown into their
power, are not, however, either Infidels or
Scoffers ; nor yet {uch as think themfelves freed
from the obfervance of thofe other moral duties.
which bind man to man.

On the contrary, it will be found, in the prd—
grefs of the Work, that they very often make:
fuch reflettions upon each other, and each upon.
himfelf and his own actions, as reafonable beings:
muft make, who difbelieve not a Future State of
Rewards and Punifhments, and who one day pro-
pcie to reform—One of them attually reform-
inz, and by that means giving an opportunity to:
c: »fure the freedoms which fall from the gayes
pen and lighter heart of the ather.

And:
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And yet that other, altho’ in unbofoming him-
felf to a fele& friend, he difcover wickednefs.
enough to entitle him to general deteftation,
preferves a decency, as well in his images, as iy
his language, which is not always to be found
in the works of fome of the moft celebrated
modern Writers, whofe fubjects and chara&ters.
have lefs warranted the liberties they have taken..

In the Letters of the two young Ladies, it is
prefumed will be found not only the higheft exer-
cife of a reafonable and prefZicable Friendfhips
between minds endowed with the nobleft prin-
ciples of Virtue and Religion, but occafionalty
interfperfed, {uch Delicacy of Sentiments, par-~
ticularly with regard to the other Sex ; fuch in-
ftances of Impartiality, each freely, as a funda-
mental principle of their friendfhip, blaming,,
praifing, and fetting right the other, as are
ftrongly to be recommended to the obfervation;

of the younger part (more efpecially) of Fe- ~
male Readers.

The principal of thefe two young Ladies. is:
propofed as an Exemplar to her Sex.. Nor is it:
any objeftion to her being fo, that fhe is not inv
all refpects a perfeét charaéter.. - It was not enly
patural, but it was neceflary,, that {he fhould

" have fome faults, were it only to fhew the Rea-~

dery,
3



viit PREFACE
der, how laudably fhe could miftruft and blame
herfelf, and carry to her own heart, divefted of
felf-partiality, the cenfure which arofe from her
" own convictions, and that even to the acquittal
of thofe, becaufe revered characters, whom no
one elfe would acquit, and to whofe much
greater faults her errors were owing, and not to
a weak or reproachable heart. As far as is
confiftent with human frailty, and as far as fhe
could be perfe&t, confidering the people fhe
had to deal with, and thefe with whom fhe
was infeparably conneéted, fhe is perfet. To
have been impeccable, muft have left nothing
for the Divine Grace and a Purified State to do,
and carried our idea of her from woman to an-
gel.  As fuch is the often efteemed by the man
whofe beart was {o corrupt, that ke could hardly
believe human nature capable of the purity,

which, on every trial or temptation, fhone out
n hbers.

Befides the four principal perfons, f{everal
others are introduced, whofe Letters are cha-
racteriftic: And it is prefumed that there will
be found in fome of them. but more efpecially
in thofe of the chicf charaéter among the men,
and the fecond charaéier among the women,
fuch ftrokes of Gaiety, Fancy, and Humour,
as will entertain and divert; and at the fame time
both warn and inftru&,

Al



PREFACE. CIx

'All the Letters are written while the hearts of
the writers muft be {fuppofed to be wholly en-
gaged in their fubjetts (The events at the time
generally dubious): So that they abound not
only with critical Situations, but with what may
be called infantancons Defcriptions and Reflec-
tions (proper to be brought home to the breaft
of the youthful reader) ; as alfo with affecting
Converfations ; many of them written in the
dialogue or dramatic way. ‘

<« Much more lively and affeéting, fays one of
«¢ the principal characters (Vol. VII p- 73-)
¢« muft be the Style of thofe who write 1n the
<« height of a prefens dittrefs; the mind tortured
¢ by the pangs of uncertainty (the Events then
¢« hidden in the womb of Fate); rban the dry,
¢ nparrative, unanimated Style of a perfon relat-
‘¢ ing difficulties and dangers furmounted, can
¢« be; the relater perfectly at eafe; and if him-
« felf unmoved by his own Story, not likely
¢ greatly to affect the Reader.”

‘What will be found to be more particularly
aimed at in the following Work, is—To warn
the Inconfiderate and Thoughtlefs of the one
Sex, againft the bafe arts and defigns of fpecious
Contrivers of the other—To caution Parents
againft the undue exercife of their natural au-

thority
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thority over their children in the great article
of Marriage—To warn Children againft pre-
ferring a Man of Pleafure to a Man of Probity,
upon that dangerous but too commonly-re-
ecived notion, That a reformed Rake makes the
bef Hufband—But above all, To inveftigate
the higheft and moft important Doétrines not
only of Morality, but of Chriftianity, by thew-
ing them thrown into ation in the conduét of
the worthy charaCers; while the wnworthy,
who fet thofe Doftrines at defiance, are con-
dignly, and, as may be faid, confequentially,
punifhed.

From what has been faid, confiderate Readers
will not enter upon the perufal of the Piece be-
fore them, as if it were defigned only to divert
and amufe. It will probably be thought tedious
to all fuch as 4ip into it, expelting a light Novel,
or trawfitory Romance; and look upon Story in
it (interefting as that is generally allowed to be)
as its fole end, rather than as a vehicle to the
Inftrudtion.

Different perfons, as might be expeted, have
been of different opinions, in relation to the con-
dult of the Heroine in particular Situations; and
{everal worthy perfons have objectzd to the gene-
ral Cataftrophe, and other parts of the Hiftory.
Whatever is thought material of thefe fhall be

: taken
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taken notice of by way of PosrscrirT, at the
conclufion of the Hiftory ; for this Work being
addreffed to the Public as a Hiftory of Life and
Manners, thofe parts of it which are propofed to
carry with them the force of an Example, ought
to be as unobjettible as is confiftent with the
defign of the whole, and with buman nature.

NAMES



NAMES of the PRIncIPAL PERSONS.

Mifs Clariffa Harlowe, A young Lady of great Beauty and Merit,
Robert Lovelace, Elqs Her Admirer,
Fames Harlowe, Efq;  Father of Clariffa,

Mrs, Harlozve, * His Lady.

Fames Harlowe, - Their only Son,

Arabella, Their elder Daughter,

Sobn Harlowe, Efq, Elder Brother of Yames Harlowe, fen,

Antony Harlowe, Third quther. )

Roger Solmes, Efg; Ar;. réig:rer of Clariffa, favoured by her
Mrs. Hervey, Half-fiter of Mrs, Harlowe.

Mifs Dolly Hervey, Her Daughter,
A Woman of great Piety and Difcretion, who

Mrs. Fudith Norton, had a principal Share in the Education of
Clariffa,
Col, Wi, Morden, Ahnear Relation of the Harlowes,

) The moft intimate Friend, Companion, and
Mifs Howe, . { Correfpondent of Clariﬂ;. P g
Mrs. Howe, Her Mother,

Charles Hickman, Elq;  An Admirer of Mifs Howe.
Lord B, Uncle to Mr.'Lovelace,

Lady Sarab Sadlir,

Lady Berty Lawrance,
Mifs Charl. Montague,
Mifs Party Monrague,

} Half-fifters of Lord M,

‘ } Nieces of the fame Nobleman,

Dr. Lewen, A worthy Divine,
Mr. Eljas Brand, A pedantic young Clergyman,
Dr, H ° An humane Phyfician.
Mr. Geddard, Ap honeft and {kilful Apothecary,

.L ’s princi 1 -
abn Belford, Efg; {M%dag:'elacc s principal Intimate and Con
Richard Mowvbray,

Themas Doleman,
FHames Tourwville,
Fkomas Beltox,

Mrs. Moore,

Efgrs. Libertine Friends of Mr, Lovelace,

A Widow, keeping a Lodging-houfe at Ham.-

fiead.
Mifs Rawlins, A notable young Gentlewoman there,
Mrs. Bewis, A lively young Widow of the fame Place.
o . %The pretended Name of a private Brothel-
Mrs. Sinclair, keeper in London.
The affumed Name of a vile Pander to the
Capt. Tamlinfor, - Debaucheries of Mr, Lovelace.
" Sally Martin, Affitants of, and Partners with, the infa-
Polly Horton, mous Sinclair,
Dorcas Wykes, &n artful Servant at the vile Houfe.

THE



AR <

e

e

o
e gy e 1

OF

W

CLARIsSA HARLOWE.
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LETTER L
Mifs Anxa Howe, To Mif; CLaRISSA HARLOWE.

Fan. 1c.

2R AM extremely coneerned, my deareft
‘&*. Friend, for the difturbances that have

7a@ happenedinyour Family. Iknow how
] it muft hurt you to become the fuh'je&
S5~ of the public talk : And yet upon an
occafion {o generally known, it is impoilible lyut that
whatever ;e%ates to ayoung Lady whofe difti aguithed
merits bave mude her the public care, thoutd enga ge

every-body’s attention. Ilongto havethe; particulars

. from yourfelf; and of the ufageIamtol d you receive
: i . N . Kk
“upon an‘accident you could not help ; -and in which,

as faras I canlearn, the Sufferer was ' he Aggreflor.
Mr. Diggs the Surgeon, whom I fent for at the

firft hearing of the Rencbﬁnter, to € pquire, for your

Vor. L. fake,



