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IIpeanenosue k nepBoMy H3JIaHMIO
Foreword to the first Edition

KanaTKa... OTa yygecHas 3emsisi Oblia OTKpbITa PyCCKUMU Ka-
3akamu 6onee 300 neT Hasad, HO POCCUSIHE U CErOOHSA Maso
4YTO 3HAKT O HEN. YTO KacaeTca Xutenemn Apyrmx cTtpaH, To
OO0/NbLNHCTBO NUX NPOCTO HMU4Yero o KamyaTtke He chnbiwano. U
3TO HEeYAMBUTENLHO.

B Te BpemeHa, koraa nyTe A0 Kamyatku oTHMMan 6onblue roaa,
MaJ10 HaxoAMIOChb NOABUMXHMKOB, FOTOBbIX OTMNPaBUTLCS Ha Kpaii CBe-
Ta TOJIbKO NNLLIb 32 TeM, YTOObI pacckasaTb O HEM OPYrvM JIIOASIM.
OT4eThbl peaknx aKCneamumin TOXUINChL B apXUBbl, eANHNYHbIE Freo-
rpaduryeckmne n3naHns NPATaIMCh Ha Nosikax OUbMOTEK.

OnHunm 13 nepsbIx ccnenosatenein Kamyatkm 6bin CtenaH Kpa-
LEHMHHMKOB, OCTaBUBLLMI Nnocne cebs yHukanbHoe «OnucaHune
3emnn Kamuatku». 31a KHUra, Bblliellas NnepsbiM 3aaHnem B 1755
rogy v nepensgaHHas ¢ Tex nop MHOro pas, He NnoTepsifia U CeroaHs
HW Hay4YHOM, H1 BENNETPUCTNYHECKOM LLEeHHOCTN. MOXHO ckasaTb, 4TO
BCe nocneayoLme KH1rm o Kamyartke — CBoero poga nponosikeHme
nUnu passutre GyHagamMeHTanbHoro Tpyaa KpalleHHHMKOBA.

B nBapuatom Beke camoneTbl npnbnnannm Kamyatky u kK Es-
pone, 1 kK AMepuke, 0aHako 3TO He caenano ee 6onee AOCTYMNHOM.
TaMHCTBEHHbIN MOJSIYyOCTPOB MOMasa B YACO CaMbIX «3aKPbITbIX»
panoHoB CoeTckoro Coto3a. Bnnote go 1990 roga H1 oguH
MHOCTPAHEeL, He MOI CTYNUTb Ha KaM4yaTCKylo 3eMJI0, 1 Jaxe
poccusiHam TpeboBasncs crnewumanbHbIA MPOoMnyckK.

Ho Te, k1O X0Ten yBmaeTb BonwebHbIn Mup Kamyatkm cobe-
TBEHHbIMU rNadamu, Npobmeannck Ha KamuyaTtky, HECMOTPS Ha BCe
nperpagbl. OKCNeanLmmn ¢ reosioramm, BysikaHooraMm, CamMocTosi-
TenbHble MapLUpyTbl — KamyaTka kak 6bl OTKpbIBasIaCb 3aHOBO: Yep-
Hble NNSKN Nobepexbs, AbIMALLMECS COMKU, CUHNE XPebTbl, paspu-
COBaHHble 6eN10l aManblo CHEXHUKOB. K cepALly 3TOi cka304HOoM
CTPaHbl BENN MeABEXbM TPOMbI...

KamuyaTka penko ObiBaeT noxoxa Ha ceou poTtorpadpumn. Ml He
TOJIbKO MOTOMY, YTO CHUMOK BCerga nnib CHUMOK. Kak 1 nono-
KEHO CKa304HOW cTpaHe, KamyaTka NoCTOssHHO MEHSIETCS: BCAKNIMA
pas oHa BbIMAAUT NO-HOBOMY. HYeM 6osiblle BCTpevaelwbes ¢
Hel, TeM 3arajo4yHee oHa CTaHOBUTCH. YeMm yalle pacckasbliBa-
elb O HeW, TeM TpyaHee noabupaTb CoBa.

KamuaTtka nputarmeaeT k cebe, 1, NPUTAHYB, HE OTMYCKaeT.
Jlioam npuesxatoT cloda Ha rof, Ha ABa, Ha Tpu, a ocTatoTcs 00
rnybokoi ctapoctu. MNMovyemy? MpocToro o6bACHEHUS HE CY-
wecTByeT. BeposATHO, ecTb Ha 3eMsie MecTa, rge BpemMs Tevet
no-gpyromy: Mecsiu, NPoXnTbln Ha KamuaTke — 9To nHorga ue-
nasi XX13Hb, U Takasi XXM3Hb, KOTOPYIO XO4ETCHA BCMNOMUHATb!

OTHbIHE KamuyaTka OTKpbITa BCEM: U TYPUCTY, U YHEHOMY, U
On3aHecMeHy. Kaxablii MOXET UcnblTaTb Ha cebe TanHCTBEHHYIO
cuny ee o4apoBaHus. M nycTb nioaum, npuesdxatowime Ha Kamyar-
Ky, HAOyT TO, YTO OHW ULLYT, — N1LWb Obl NX cepaua Obn CBO-
OO0 HbI OT aNYHOCTU, @ padyM OT 31101 Bonu. Torga, BO3MOXHO, U
COXPaHUTCSH 3TOT YAUBUTESbHbIA MUP, B KOTOPOM XXMBOTBOPHbIE
peKkn COCeacTBYOT CO CMEPTOHOCHbIMU ByJiKaHaMu, BEYHble
CHera Cc ropsiaMMmn MCTOYHUKaAMM, Talira ¢ TyHOPOW, ANKUIA 3Bepb
C YEJIOBEKOM...

amchatka...This wonderful land was discovered by Russian

Cossacks over 3 hundred years ago. Even today, however,
Russians know very little about it, to say nothing about the rest
of the world where most people have hardly heard of Kamchat-
ka. And not surprisingly.

In the old times the way to Kamchatka took more than a year
and very few devotees dared to make the way to the world’s
edge with the only purpose to tell others about it. The reports of
scarse expeditions were laid up in the archives, rare geographic
editions were lost on the shelves of the libraries.

One of the first Kamchatka’s explorers was Stepan Krashen-
innikov who wrote the unique The Description of the Land of Ka-
mchatka. This book firstly published in 1755 and re-published
a lot since that, has lost neither its scientific nor narrative value.
One may say that all the next books about Kamchatka were the
sort of follow-up or development of Krasheninnikov’s funda-
mental work.

This century the airplanes have made Kamchatka closer to
Europe and America though not more available. The mysterious
peninsula get into the list of those regions that used to be called
«closed» in the USSR. Up to 1990 not a single foreigner could
step onto the Kamchatka land and even Russians needed a spe-
cial permission to get there.

However, those who desired to see the fairy world of Kam-
chatka with their own eyes broke through all the obstacles. Ex-
peditions with geologists and volcano explorers, autonomous
routes — Kamchatka seemed to be re-discovered: black beach-
es of the ocean line, smoking volcanoes, blue mountain ranges
painted with white enamel of snowy peaks. The bears’ paths led
to the heart of this wonderland...

Kamchatka rarely looks like its photographs. This is not due
to the fact that a snap is not more than a snap. Like any other
Wonderland, Kamchatka is always changing: it is different every
new moment. The more you visit it the more mysterious it gets,
the more you speak about it, the more it is difficult to find words
to describe it.

Kamchatka allures you forever. People come there for a
year or two, or three to stay till their old age. Why so? There
is no simple explanation. There are probably spots in the
world where time flows differently: a month lived in Kamchatka
is sometimes equal to a whole life period that one would de-
sire to recall!

From now on Kamchatka is open to everyone: a tourist, a
scientist or a businessman. Everyone has an opportunity to ex-
perience the magic power of its charm. And let the people
visiting Kamchatka find what they seek — if only their hearts
would be free of greed and their minds of bad will. Then this
wonderful world where vivacious rivers and mortal volcanoes,
perpetual snows and hot springs, taiga and tundra, a wild ani-
mal and a human being in peaceful co-existence, may be con-
servated safely.






Oxean

Tuxuii okeaH. Ha wmnpote KamyaTkn oH peako Obi-
BaeT Tux. Ero Boga otnyrueaioLLle xonogHa gaxe
netom. Ero gbixaHve — 10ro-BOCTOYHbIN BETEP
— Bcerpa obewaeT XonoA 1 foxab. Ho oH — nep-
BOUCTOYHUK XM3HU: cama Kam4yaTka poaunach B
OKeaHe, 1 BCe XVBOE Ha ee 3eMJ1e€ MHCTUHKTUBHO
TaHeTCs K 6epery.

Ocean

The Pacific Ocean. It is hardly ever pacific at the la-
titude of Kamchatka. Its waters are fearfully cold
even in summer. lIts breath — the south-eastern
wind — always promises cold and rain. But it is
also the primary source of life: Kamchatka itself
was born in the ocean, and all living things on its
land are instinctively drawn towards the coast.

3VMHMIA paccBeT.
ABayunHckas byxTa.
BynkaH Buniouuk.
Winter sunrise.
Avachinskaya Bay.
Viluchinsky Volcano

© B.JlazapeB V.Lazarev
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The flight of young Short-

tailed Albatross
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B nogBogHOM «nonete».
Benokpbinas mopckasi
CBUHbS.

White-flanked porpoise

Underwater “flight”.
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OkeaH... OH yapcTByeT Hag Bcen KamyaTtkon,
HO Ha nobepexbe ero BnacTb 6e3pasaenbHa. OH
CMSAr4yaeT 3MMHME MOPO3bl U «OXNaxaaeT» NeTo.
OH HaroHsieT Ha 6eper Hu3kue obnaka, U3 KOTo-
PbIX CyTKamu CbINIeTCs Ha 3eMIio «OyC» — YHbIbIN
Menkun ooxank. B rHeBe oH MOXeT nocnaTb Tan-
GyH: Noa yparaHHbiM BETPOM JIOMAIOTCS BEKOBbIE
[epeBbst, OT IMBHEN B3AyBaOTCHA PEKN — MPOX0OYY-
Lwme NOTOKM BOAbl Ppa3pyLUalT BCE HA CBOEM MyTU.
EcTb y HEro n nocnegHee, camoe cTpallHoe opy-
XUe — LyHaMu.

The ocean... It reigns over the entire peninsula,
while at the coast its power is complete. It makes
winter frosts milder, and it cools summers. It drives
together low clouds at the coast, and the «buss»
— a dreary shower— scatters over days and nights
from the clouds. If enraged it can send a typhoon:
the hurricane breaks down century-old trees, the
rainstorm swells rivers, and rumbling water avalan-
che destroys everything on its way. There is an-
other, the last and the most terrible, weapon the
ocean possesses — tsunami.

Ha wwnpote KamyaTtkm oke-
aH XONI0AEH U CYPOB.

In the Kamchatka latitude,
the ocean is cold and
harsh.

BblTOYEHHbBIE OKEQHOM
6a3anbToBbIE «UO0SbI»
obpalleHbl Ha BOCTOK.
The basalt «idols» carved
by the ocean are turned
eastward.
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BocTouyHoe nobepexbe.
PaHbLLEe MbICbl Ha3blBan
«HOCaMu», NogobHO HO-
cam kopabnei, ycTpem-
JIEHHbIM B OKEaH.

Eastern coast. Previ-
ously, capes were called
«noses», like the prows of
ships turned to the ocean.

YT06bI MOYYBCTBOBATHL TAMHCTBEHHYIO XN3Hb MO-
06epexbsi, HYXXHO NMOXMWTb XOTS OGbl HECKONBbKO AHEN
pAOooM ¢ okeaHOM. Takoe COCeACTBO TPEBOXHO, HO
LenuTenbHO: ognHovecTBo OkeaHa CTOJb BENUKO,
4YTO NOrNoLwAaeT BCe Apyrue, MmaneHbkme oguHo-
yecTtBa. XXn3Hb Gepera, HenpumeTHas BHayane,
3axBaTUT BaC LENMKOM, CTOUT TOJIbKO OCTaTbCH
Ha [NeHeK-Opyron B Kakol-Hubyap nycTyoLlein ns-
oyLike.

KamuaTtka HauMHaeTcs ¢ okeaHa 1 MM 3aKaH4mBa-

To experience the mysterious life of the coast
you should spend at least several days at the
ocean. This neighborhood is disturbing, but still
healing: the solitude of the Ocean is so great that
it absorbs all the other, smaller solitudes. The life
of the coast-line, unremarkable at first glance, will
capture your heart let you stay in a small uninhab-
ited log hut for a day or two.

Kamchatka begins and ends at the ocean. The-
re has been not a single land road built for 300




eTcs. 3a TpucTa neT, NpoLUeLlrX Nocse ee OTKPbITUS
PYCCKUMM Ka3akamu, He MPOJIOXXEHO H1 OJHOM JOpOorn
Ha NOJNIYOCTPOB: TOJIbKO MOPEM UM MO BO3OYyXY
MO>XHO nonacTtb Ha Kamuatky. JTiogy oTcioga yesxa-
10T «Ha MaTepPMK» 1 BO3BPALLAIOTCH «C MaTepukar.
Ja n cama Kamuyatka — 6yaTo 3aragoyHas cTpaHa,
noaHsBLiascs na rmyouH OkeaHa 1 «npuyanmBLIas»
K 6epery coTHM Thicsad neT Ha3ad. Ho, nprkoBaHHas
K MaTepuky, OHa Tak 1 He NopoAaHunach ¢ HUM. Cka-
304HbIl1 KOpabJib, FOTOBbLIM K OTMJILITHIO. ..

years run since the time Russian Cossacks discov-
ered it: the only way to get to Kamchatka is by sea
or by air. People there go «to the continent» and
come back «from the continent». Kamchatka itself
is like a magic country arisen from the Ocean’s
depths to the coastal moor hundred thousands
years ago. On the other hand, chained to the con-
tinent, it has never got related with it — a ship from
a fairy-tale ready to go sailing...

13

Beper — rpaHuua oByx
CTUXNIA.

The shore is the boundary
of the two elements.
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Harbor seal — antur
(spotted seal).
OkeaH: Be4HOE

OcCTpOBHO
— aHTyp
LBUXEHNE.
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