CHRISTIANITY

AS OLD AS THE

CREATION:

OR, THE

GOSPEL,

A REPUBLICATION OF THE

RELIGION or NATURE.

Eft autem jus naturale adeo immutabile, ut ne quidem
a2 Deo mutari poteit.
Grot. de SJure Belli ¢ Pacisyf. 1, ¢. 1. §.10.1.3.
The Gentiles, which have not the Law, do by nature
the things contained in the Law, Rom. ii. 14.
-~ God is no refpeiier of perfons; but in every nation,
he thar feareth himm, and workerh righteoufnefs, is ac-
cepted nvith him. Ads x. 34, 35.
Res"ipfa qua nunc Chriftiana Religio nuncupatur, erat
& apud Antiquos, nec defuitab initio generis humani,
quoufque ipfe Chriftus veniret in carne; unde vera
Religio qua jam erat, cocpit appellari Chriftiana,
Aung. Oper. To. 1. p. 157. ¢-- Resraél. L1, €135
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P:ainde perfectam illam Religionem quae Chrifti prec-
dicatione nobis tradita eft, non novam aut pere-
grinam, fed fi verum dicere oportet, primam, folamn,
vezamque effe liquido apparet.

Eufeb. Eccl. Hift. L 1. ¢. 4. Valefins's Tranfl,

The Religion of the Gofpel,is the true original Reli-
gion of Reafon and Nature, - - And its Precepts
deciarative of that original Religion, which was as
old as the Creation.

Cxrm. for prop. the Gofp.in for. parts, by Dr., Sherlock,
now Bp. of Bangor, p. 10. & 13.

50J Joes nothing in the government of the World
v mere Will and Arbitrarinefs. -- The Will of
Gei always determines itfelf to a& accdbrding to
+he eternal Reafon of Things. — All rational Crea-
tures are oblig'd to govern themfelves in ALL

thelr actions by the fame eternal Rule of Reafon.
Dr. 8. Clark’s Unchang, Oblig, of Nat. Relig.

IXit, 4. pag. 47, 48, 49.






SESSnanasR:
Lk = e
MaS R S S S b S en S

T H E

PREFACE.

¢ HE Author of the following
743 sheets, makes no apology for
writing on a fubjeét of the laft
. N importance, and which, as far
as I can find, has no where been fo fully
treated. He builds nothing on a thing fo
uncertain as 77aditica, which differs in moft
Countries, and of which, in all Countries,
the bulk of Mankind are ineapable of
judging; but thinks he has laid down fuch
plain & evident Rules, as may enable Men
of the meaneft capacity, to diftinguish be-
tween Religion, & Superflition; and has re-
prefented the formerin every part fo beauti-
ful, fo amiable, and fo ftrongly affetting,
that they, who in the leaft reflet, muit be
highly in love with 1t; and eafily perceive,
that their Duty & Happinefs are infeparable.
W hether he has fucceeded in this noble,
and genereus attempt, the Reader will be
better able to judge, if he reads with the
fame freedom, and impartialicy, as the
Anthor has writea.

hd [/

¥ 2 Tar
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T u £ manner of debating a fubjett dia-
logue-wife, (as this between 4 & B ) was
efteem’d by the Ancients the moft proper,
as well as moft prudemt wav of expofing
prevailing abfurdities ; & Tully’s two Dif-
courfes,de Natura Deoram, & de Divinatione,
both levell’d againft the Superitition of his
Country-men, are living monuments of the
expediency, and ufefulnefs of this way of
writing: And certainly,the Reader may be
better entertain’d thus, than by that dry
way of Objeltion & Anfwer, with which
Centroverfies are ufually manag’d.

Case bas been taken in this Edition $o corvef?
wmany 1ypographical exvors that bad efcaped in
2be former. dnd the pages not being the [ame
in both Editions, 1 have left, in the Table of
the Contentsy after she Title of every Chapter,
¢he number of the page of the quarto Edition
na paventhefis, (13) &5 then added the page
of 1his wew Edition; by comparing of which
#he Reader may eafily find in tkis Edition any
2alfage quoted from the 4to, which otherwife
bad beep difficult &5 troublefom 1o find ont.
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CHAP. I
That God, at all times, has given Mankind [uffi

cient means of knowing whatever he requires
of themy and what thofe Meauns are.

A. HIS early vifit, Sir, gives me hopes it will
not be a fhort one.

B. | come to talk with youon a fubje&, which may
perhaps keep me longer with you than you defire.

A. Your uncommon temper and candor, in de-
bating even the moft important points, will always
make your converfation agreeable, tho' ever fo long;
but pray, what is to be the fubje@ of our morning’s
difcourfe ?

B. I was yefterday in company with a great many
Clergy-men, it being our Bithop’s primary Vifitation ;
where the Complaint was general, of the coldnefs &
indifference, with which people receiv’d the fpeculz-
tive points of Chriflianity, and all its holy rites; for
which formerly they had fhewn f{o great a zeal. ‘This
coldnefs they chiefly imputed to thofe Zow Charch-
men, who lay the main flrefs on Natwral-Religion; and
withal fo magnify the doétrine of Sincerity, as in ef-
fe& to place all Religions on a level, where the Pro-

A feflors
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feffors are alike fincere. The promoters of thefs
notions, as wel as the notions themfelves, were expos’d
with warmth; how juftly I will not determine, till
we have t2lk’d the matter over with our ufual freedom
For which reafon, I'have made you this early vifit,
and wou'd be glad to know the fentiments of fo good
a Judge, on thefe two important points; viz. Simce-
rity, and Nataral Religion.

4. | thank you for this favour, and fhall freely tell
vou, ! fo little agree with thofe Gentlemen in rela-
tion to fincerity, that I think a fincere examination
into religious matters can't be too much prefs'd;
riiis being the only way to difcover true Chriftianity,
‘The Apotlles thought themfelves oblig'd, in making
Profelites, to recommend an impartial {earch ; they
bot!s defir'd, and requir'd Men so judge for themfelves,
go prove all things, &c. this they thought neceffary,
in order to renounce a Religion, which the force of
educatior had imprefs’d on their minds; and embrace
another dired@ly contrary to the notions, and Preju-
dices, they had imbib’d, Nay, even thofe very Men
who moft ridicule the do&rine of fincerity, never fail
on other occafions to affert, that Infidelity is owing
to the want of a fincere examination; and that who-
foever impartially confiders Chriftianity, muft be con-
vinc'd of its truth. And I might add, That cou'd we
fappofe, a fincere examination wou'd notalways pro-
duce this effedt, yet mutt it always make Men accep-
table to God; fince that is all God can require; all
that it is in their power to do for the difcovery of his
will. Thefe, in thort, are my fentiments-as to this
point: and as to the other, 1 think, tpo great a firefs
can't be laid on Narwral Religion; which, as I take it,
differs not from Reveal'd, but in the manner of its
being communicated: The one being the internal,
as the other the external revelation of the fame un-
changeable will of a Being, who is alike at all times
Infinitely wife and good.

B. Su»



as THE CREATION. CHar L 3

B. SurEtly, Sir, this muft be extremely hetero-
dox. Can you believe, that Narural and Rewal'd Reli-
gion differ in nothing, but the manner of their being
convey'd to us?

4. As heterodox as I may feem at prefent, I doubt
not, but by asking you a few queflions, tolet you fee;
I advance nothing in either of thefe points without
teafon; and in order to ir, I defire to be inform'd,
Whether God has not, from the beginning, given
Mankind fome Rule, or Law, for their condud®?
And whether the obferving that did not make “em
acceptable to him?

B. THerE can be no doubt, but the obferving
fuch a Law, muft have anfiver'd the end for whicﬁ
it was giv'n; and made Men acceprable to God.

A, WHaT more can any external Revelafion doy
than render Men acceptable to God ? Again,

I'r God, then, from the beginning, gave Men 2
}{gligion; [ ask, was that Religion imperfedt, or per-

ect?

B. MosT perfe&, without doubt; fince no Reli-
gion can come from a Being of infinite wifdom and
perfection, but what is abfolutely pexfect.

4. Canx, therefore, a Religion abfolutely perfe&,
adnut of any alteration; or be capable of addition,
or diminution ; & not be as immutable as the Author
of it? Can Revelation, | fay, add any thing to a Re-
ligion thus abfolutely perfeét, univerfal, & immutable 2
Befides, If God has giv’n Mankind a Law, he muft
have giv'n them likewife fufficient means of knowing
it; he wou'd, otherwife, have defeated his own intent
in giving it; fince a Law,as faras it is unintelligible,
ceafes to be a Law. Shall we fay, that God, who had
the forming human underflanding, as well as his owa
Laws, did not know how to adjuft the one to the
other? A

If God,at all times, was willing all Aen [bould corrie
0 sbe knowledge of kis srush; couw'd ret his infinite

Az wildom
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<vifdom and power,at all times, find fufficient means,
for making Mankind capable of knowing, what his
infinite goodnefs defign’d they fhou’d know?

B. I grant you, that God was always willing, that
AL Men fhow’d come to the knowledge of true
Rehigion; and we fay, that the Chriftian Religion
being the only true, and abfolutely pertet Religion,
was what God, from the beginning, defign’d for all
Mankind.

4. Ir fo, it follows, That the Chriffian Religion
has exifted from the beginning; and that God, both
tben, 2nd ever fince, has continu'd to give all Mankind
fuficient means to know it; and that ‘tis their duty
to know, believe, profefs, and pradtife it: fo that
Chriftianity, tho’ the Name is of a later date, muft be
as oid, and as extenfive, as humane-nature; and as
the Law of our creation, muft have been then im-
planted in us by God himfelf.

B. I wou'd be too prefuming in us poor Mortals,
to pretend to account for the methods Providence
takes, in relation to the difcovery of its will; and,
therefore, a perfon of lefs moderation niight condemn
your queflions as captious, prefumptuous, & founded
In licterodoxy.

4. Tr God never intended Mankind fhou’d at any
time be without Religion, or bave falfe Religions;
and there be pbut one true Religion, which AlLL have
been ever bound to believe, and profefs; I can’t fee
any heterodoxy in affirming, that the means to effe&
this end of infinite wifdom, muft be as univerfal and
extenfive asthe end itfglf; or thatall Men, at 2alltimes,
muft have had fefficient Means to difcover whatever
God defign'd they fhou'd know, & pra&ife. I do not
mean by this, that all fhou’d have cqual knowledge;
but thar all fhou'd have what is fuffictent for the cir-
cumftances they are in.

B. StncE you have ask’d me queftions, let me,
in my tum, demand of you, Whatare your fentiments

in
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in this matter? Particularly, What are thofe Means,
wwhich, yor fuppofe, God has, at all times, given the
whole race of Mankind, to enabls them to difcover what
he wills them to know, believe, profefs, and pradlife?

4. T ask’'d you thofe few queftions at prefent,
not to determine the point; but only to let you fee,
you had no reafon to be furpris’d at wy faying,
Natural and Reveal'd Religion only differ as 1o tie
manner of 1heir being communicated. | thali now read:iy
an{wer your queltions; and, as I think it my duzy
never to difown my religious femtiments, fo 1 freely
declare, that the ule of thoje facsliies, by which Men
are diftinguifh'd from Brutes, is the only means they
have to difcern whether there is a God; and whether
he concerns himfelf with human affairs, or has given
them any Laws; and what thofe Laws are. And as
Men have no other faculties to judge with, fo their
ufing thefe after the beft manner they can, muftanfwer
the end for which God gave them, and juftify their
condu& : For,

Ir God will judge Mankind as they are accountable,
that is, as they are rational; the judgment mutt hold
an exadt proportion to the ufe they make of rheir
Reafon. And it wou'd be in vain to ufe it,if the due
ufe of it wou'd not jultify them before God ; & Men
wou'd be in a miferable condition indeed,if whether
they us'd it, or not, they thou'd be alike criminal.
And if God defign’d all Mankind thou'd at all times
know, what he wills them to know, believe, profefs,
and pradtife; and has giv'n them no other means for
this, but the ufe of Reafon; Reafon, human Reafon,
muft then be that Means: for as God has made us
rational Creatures, & Reafon tells us, that "tis his Will,
that we a& up to the dignity of our natures; fo 'tis
Reafon muft tell when we do fo  What God requires
us to know, believe, profefs, and praétife, muft be in
itfelf a reafonable fervice ; but whether what is offer'd
to us as fuch, be really fo, 'tis Reafon alane which

A3 muft



