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P REFACE

TH E hiftory of the primary
ftate of all people is commonly
dark and obfcure, but, I believe,
few indeed, or- none,  more fo,
within a period the tranfa&tions of
" which might well have been tranf-
mitted to pofterity in genuihe per-
feGnefs, than the hiftory of the
Wellh natipn, from, tthe. Gonqueror
William’s time to the commence-
ment of the thirteenth century.
The printed accounts of this inte~
refting interval are both few and
unfatisfatory. Tho’ neither poets
nor bards were wanting to cele-
_ brate. the heroes, the adtions, and
_the achievements of the day; yet
i A are
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are thefe records now ungratefully
neglected, or more fhamefully a-
bufed : the precious remains of
~what our anceftors thought no
prefervation tco great, no com-
municativenefs too ready, fuffered
to moulder into duft, and to perifh
in obfcurity. |

T he ancient manufcripts, in this

" kingdom, which relate even to the
‘more infant ftate of the Britons,
whether as originals or copies, are

doubtlefs of number and variety

abundantly fufficient: and, I am

fatisfied, were they better known,
and had the hiftorian an eafier ac-

cefs to them, than at this time can

be gotten, the part of our hiftory

mioft ccnfured as deficient would

require
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require no great elucidation nor en-
largement. But, unluckily for our
information, thefe, with others of
fome inferior note to Cambrian,
have fallen, long fince, into the
hands of perfons over-tgnacious of
the property, neither W1lhng to
lend the original, nor difpofed to

communicate the contents,

The library moft copious in Bri-
tith MSS. which Wales, or any
other country, can now boaft of,
is fcarcely ever acceflible to the
antiquary or hiftorian : but if, by
fome extraordinary means, admif-
fion be obtained, a favour rarely
- granted, permiffion to copy or to
collate is never given on any con-
fideration whatever : and that in-

Az tpl}igence,
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telligence, which by dint of me-
mory is {urreptitioudly . conveyed
away, cannot be long tenable, and
is ever communicable but with dif-
fidence and diftruft.  Whatever
objection the owner may entertain,

" 1 can, in reafon, conceive none, of
withholding thefe records from the
infpection of the learned : if it be
pleafure to an individual to poffefs
in inutility what his country with
profitablenefs might enjoy, it is then
of that kind with which I never with
to be gladdened. - 1 can fafely aver,
that, were I lefs folicitous of ref-
cuing from oblivion and obfcunty
the remains of antiquities here of-
fered to the public, than I am of
profit, or praife, from them, théy"
ﬂlould never . through my means
have
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have made theirappearance in print. -
They contain in them feveral cu-
ribus, fingular, and perhaps inte-
refting accounts of the Britons and
their hiftory, and difplay a narration
of fa&s, at this time little known,
read, or underftoed. Tkey were
fele@ted, in the firft intention, for
private amufement and informa-
tion: but finding in them fuch ar<
ticles of intelligence, as might tend;
in fome meafure, to illuftrite the
obfcured periodbf our hiftory, prol
duced in me the firft thought of
their publication. To enumerate
the feveral particulars comprehcnd«
ed in them, ot to advance in en-
_comiums upon the merit of which
the world is to judge, would have
the femblance, I prefume, of va-
o ' nity

1
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nity and oftentation. Therefore I
have only to add, in a few words,
that, whatever errors may occur to
the reader, he would not attribute
them to the publifher’s negle@, or
inattention, but to the real fource
from whence taken ; which he hath
not, to his knowledge, deviated
from in a fingle inftance. The
chief defe@s throughout are either
nominal or local: for the modern
orthography of the Welth language
varies but very immaterially from
the ancient mode of fpelling it,
and the moft confiderable deviation
from its originality confifts merely
in writing the names of men, and
places ; an error too prevalent, and
too little regarded, in thefe and
former days, T his faylt then will

evidently
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evidently appear in the fubfequent
colle@ion, from the differences of
the times it originally was written
in, and for which I am no way an-
{werable. -Indeed, were I defirous
to alter what my poor judgment
may prompt, Ido not think myfelf
at liberty herein to do it, but in
paffive province of a tranfcriber
purely to deliver the plain ﬁmplc
narrative in the language of the
original, neither to add, nor to di-
minith.” T muft confefs that a criti-
cal knowledge of the Welfh tongue
is far beyond my fphere of compre-
‘henfion, and I believe is the excel-
lency of few; for I knew but ‘one
perfon, during my refidence in Ox-
ford, that made it his ftudy to attain
it: from whofe fkill and learning

in

v 47 Ao
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in Britifh antiquities his country
may one day or other be benefited.

What reception this work may
meet with, I 'am not anxious to
know: that having done.miné en-
deavours to refcue from obfcurity
the perifhable remains of our an-
ceftry, 1 fhall reft fatished in the
attempt, be it ‘{fuccefsful or not.
If favourably reccived, a future
period may add to it others, equal-
ly fcarce, curious, and Valuable.

N.B. I need not apprize the rcader that the Hlf-
tory of the Lords Marchers is taken from no
- particular MS. The materials for it were fe-
- le&ed out of: divers, and thus digefted, by the
Editor, into the following fummary.
v .

THE
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g » HEN the Saxons had,invaded
Britain, and driven the ancient inhabi-
tants from their fertile lands and territo-
ries, to feek for fhelter in foreign king-
doms, a remnant took refuge in Wales ;
a country of itfelf naturally ftrong and
fecure, being bounded on one fide by
the Irifh Sea, and feparated from Eng-
land on the other by mountains {carcely
acceffible. In this fafe retreat did they
live, and keep the pofleflions, in the full

B2 exercife
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exercife of their cuftoms and manners,
nearly 8oo years. They were governed
by Princes of their own blood royal un-
til the death of Lleweline, fometime by
one Prince, fometime by a number. The
Britith language is, at this day, fpoken
by their defcendants, the Wi ithmen; if
it be not entire, it is the leaft corrupted,
by changes and innevations, of any neigh-
bouring tongue whatever : and, I think,
there is now no danger of its ending in
the {fame fate with the Cornith; a con-
fiderable time muit certainly elapfe be-
fore it is obliterated or wholly forgotten,
if ever.

Egbert, who reduced the Saxon Hep-~
tarchy into one Monarchy, and firft cal-
led it by the name Epngland, could never
get any obedience or fubjecion paid to
him by the Princes who ruled over Wales;
for the people would acknowledge no
Supreme, under God, but the lawful if-
fues of Cadwallader, the laft King of

' | ' the
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the Britons : whereupon did they conti-
nue in enmity with each other the whole
of the Saxon government. And in the
end, when it pleafed God to fend the
Normans, under the condu&t of Wil-
liam their Duke, to make a conqueft of
England, and to difpoffefs the Saxon if-
fue of the Crown and its hereditaments,
theWelthmen feemed unconcerned which
fide obtained the viGory, for they ac-
counted it as a war exifting between two
ftrange nations ; they would neither de-
fend nor give affiftance.

A while prior to the Norman conqueft,
the government of all Wales, which was
once divided in petty principalities and
jurifdictions, was happily united, and
centered laftly in Roderic the Great.
This Prince, not confulting the public
weal or profperity of his country, por-
tioned his dominion into three fhares,
' or territories, among his three fons. To

hlS eldeﬂ: fon Aparwd he gave North-
. B 3 Wales,
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Woales, containing fifteen cantreds; to
Cadel, the fecond fon, all South-Wales ;
and to Mervin, the youngeft, fifteen can-
treds in Powis-land. This divifion weak-
ened the State exceedingly, caufed them
to be at variance with each other at home,
and from abroad to fuffer rapine and
moleftation : neverthelefs, neither thefe
Princes nor their fucceflors would ever
{ubmit to the Englifh Kings, Hence
arofe cruel wars and diflenfions between
the two nations, which continued, with
but little remiflion, to the time of Ed-
ward I. who compleatly conquered the
Principality, and acceded it to his do-
minion.

The frequent fkirmifhes and battles
fought between the Welth and their
enemies, on the other fide of the Severn,
were produétive of great flaughters and
lofles to both parties; and the Kings of
England oftentimes levied great armies,
and fome in perfon, invaded their coafts,

and



