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TO THE RIGHT HONOURARBLE

THOMAS ‘Earl of DANBY,

Vifcount LATIMER, and Baron OSBORNE of KIVETON'
in YORKSHIRE;

Lord High Treafurer of England, one of his Majefty’s moft honou~
rable Privy-Council, and Knight of the moft noble order

of the Garter, &c.
My LORD,

HE gtatitude of poets is {o troublefome a virtue to great mem,
that you are often in danger of your own benefits : for youare
threatened with fome epiftle, and not fuffered to do good in quiet,
or to compound for their filence whom you have obliged. Yet, I
confefs, I neither am, nor ought to be fusprized at this mdulgence H:
for your Lordfhip has the fame right to favour poetry, wluch the
great and noble have ever had.
Carmen amat, quifquis carmine digna gerit. .
Thereis fomewhat of a tie in nature betwixt thofe who -are born:
for worthy ations, and thofe who can tranfmit them to pofterity =.
And though ours be much the inferior part, it comes at leaft within
the verg: of alliance ; nor are we unprofitable members of the com-
mon-wealth, when we animate others to thofe virtues which we.
copy and defcribe from you. .
*Tis indeed their intereft, who endeavour the fubverfion of go-.
vernments, to dlfcoura.ge pocts and hiftorians 3 for the beft whiche
can happcn to them is to be forgotten: But fuch, who, under kings,
are the fathers of their countiy, and by a juft and pmdcnt ordering.
of affairs preferve it, have the fame reafon to cherifh the chroni-.
clers of their allions, as they have to lay up in fafety the deeds and
evidences of their eftates: for fuch records are their undoubted titles tos
the Iove and reverence of after ages.  Your Lordfhip’s adminiftration,
has already taken up a confiderable part of the Englifirannals ; and.
many of its moft happy years are owing to it. His Majefty, the mof.
knowing judge of men, and the beft mafter, has acknowledged the
eafe and benefit he receives in the incomes of his treafury, which you.
found not only difordered but exhaufted. All things were in the
confufion of a chaos, without form or method, if not reduced beyond
it, even toannihilation : fo that you had not only to feparate the jar~
ring elements, but (if that boldnets of expreflion might be allowed me)
tocreate them. Ycur enemies had fo embroiled the management of.
your office, that they looked on your advancement as the inftrument
of your ruin, And asif the clogging of the revenue, and the confu-,
fion of accounts, which you found in your entrance, were not f{utfi-
cien S eir own weight of malice 10 the public calamity,
i Xedit which fhould cure it : your friends, on the
apable of pitying, but natof aiding you : no,
AAwas remaining to you, but what was founded
ndeed, was your fecurity : for your diligence,
our prudence, wrought more furely within,
urbed by any outward motion. The higheft
fted with itfelf, for afliftance only can be given
Or to that which it affifis. And “tis the noblett
Az kind
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%ind of debt when we are only obliged to God and nature, This then,
my Loxd, is your juft commendation, that you have wrought vut
yourfelf a way to glory, by thofe very means that were defigned for
your deftrudtion : you have not only reftored but'advanced the reve-
nues of your mafter, without grievanceto the fubject ¢ and as if that
were litile yet, the debts of the Exchequer, which lay heavieft both
on the Crown and on private perfons, have, by your conduét, been
eftabliffied in a certainty of fatisfaltion. An adtion fo much the
more great and honourable, becaufe the cafe was without the ordinary
selief of Jaws; above the hopes of the afflied, and beyond the
parrownefs of the treafury toredrefs, had it been managed by a lefs
able hand, *Tis certainly the happieft, and moit unenvied part of
all your fortune, to do good to many, while you do injury to none:
zoreceive at once the prayers of the fubjet, and the praifes of the prince =
and by thecare of your condu@, ta give him means of exerting _the
chiefeft, (if any be the chiefeft) of his royal virtues: His diftribu-
tivejuftice to the deferving, and his bounty and compaffion to the
wanting. The difpofition of princes towards their people, cannot
better be difcovered than in the choice of their minifters ; who, like
the acimal fpirits betwixt the foul and body, participate fomewhat of
both natures, and make the tomnunication which is betwixt them,
A kipg, who is juft and moderate in his nature, who rules according
1o the laws, whom God made happy by forming the temper of his
foul to the conflitution of his government, and who makesus happy,
by affaming over us no other fovereignty than that wherein our wel-
fare and liberty confifts : A prince, I fay, of fo excellent a charater,
and {o f{uitable to the wifhes of all good men, could not better have
conveyed himfelf into his people’s apprehenfions, than in your Lord-~
+hip's perfon ; who fo lively exprefs the fame virtues, that you feem
not fo much a copy, as an emanation of him, Moderation is doubt-
lefsan eftablifhment of greatnefs; but there is a fteadinefs of temper,
which is likewife requifite in a minifter of ftate: So equala mix-
ture of both virtues, that he may ftand like an ifthmus betwixt the
two encroaching feas of arbitrary power and Jawlefs anarchy. The
undertaking would be difficult to any but an extraordinary genijus,
to ftand at the line, and to divide the limits ; to pay what is due to
the great reprefentative of the nation, and neither to inhance, nor
to yicld up, the undoubted prerogatives of the crown. Thefe, my
Lord, are the proper virtues of a noble Englithman, as indeed they
are propeily Englith virtues: no people in the world being capable
of ufing them, but we who have the happinefs to be born under fo
equal, and fo well-pois’d 2 goverment: a government which has
all the advantages of liberty beyond a common-wealth, and all the,
marks of kingly fovereignty, without the danger of atyranny. Both
my nature, as I am an Englifbman, and my reafop; as ¥ am 2 man,
have bred in me a loathing to that fpecious ame of a republin;
that mock appearance of a liberty, where all %bo have not part in
the government, are flaves; and flaves they are of a viler note than
fuch asare fubje&ts to an abfolute dominion. For no chriftian mo-
narchy is fo ahfolute, but ’tis circumfcribed with laws : but whea
the executive power is in the law. makers, there is no farther check
vpon them ; and the people muft fuffer without a remedy, becaufe
they are opprefled by their reprefentatives, If I muft ferve, the
mumbey
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sramber of my mafters, who were‘bom my equ‘als, would but add to
the ignominy of my bondage. “I'he nature of our goverment, abuve
all other, is-exaély fuited both to the fituation of our coustry, and
the temper of the natives : an ifland being more proper for com-
merce and tor defence, than for extending its deminions on the
continent: for what the valour of its inhabitunts might gain, by
reafon of its remotenefs, and the cafual'ties of the fe‘as, it could not
fo eafily preferve: And therefore, neither the arbitrary power of
one in a monarchy, nor of many in a common-wealth, coul.d make
us greater than we are. *Tis true, that vafter and more frequent
taxes might be gathered, when the confent of the people was not
afked cr needed ; but this were only by conquering abroad to be poor
at home : and the examples of our neighbours teach us, that they
are not always the happieft fubjets whofe kings extend their domi-
nions fartheft. Since therefore we cannot win by an offenfive war,
at leaft a land-war, the model of our government {cems naturally
contrived for the defenfive part: and the cunfent of a people is ealfily
obtained to contribute to that power which muft proteét it. Felices
nimium bona fi [ua nérint, Angligenz ! And yet there are not wanting
male-contents among us, who furfeiting themfelves on too much
happinefs, would perfuade the people that they might be happier by
a change. ’Twas indeed the policy of their old fore-father, when
himfelf was fallen fromthe ftation of glory, to feduce mankind into
the fame rebellion with him, by telling him, he might yet be frecer
than he was: that is, more free than his nature would allow, or (if
T may fo fay) than God could make him. We have already all the
liberty which free.born fubjeés canenjoy; and all beyond it is but
licenfe. Butifit beliberty of confcience which they pretend, the
moderation of our church is fuch, that its pradtice extends not to
the feverity of perfecution, and its difcipline 15 withal fo eafy, thatit
allows more freedom to diffenters than any of the fe€ts would allow
to it. Inthe mean time, what right can be pretended by thefe men
to attempt innovations in church or ftate ? Who made them the
truftees, or (to fpeak a little nearer their own language) the keepers
of the liberty of England? If their call be extraordinary, let them
convince us by working miracles; for ordinary vocation they can
have noneto difturb the government under which they were born,
and which proteéts them. He who has often changed his party, and
always has made his intereft the rule of it, gives little evidence of
his fincerity for the public good : ’tis manifeft he changes but for
himfelf, and takes the people for tools to work his fortune., Yot
the expericnce of all ages might let him know, that they who trou-
ble the waters firft, have feldum the benefit of the fithing : as they
who b>gan the late rebellion, enjoyed not the fruit of their under~
taking, but were crufhed themfelves by the ufurpation of their own
inftrument: ncither is it enough for them to anfwer, that they on-
ly intend a reformation of the government, but not the fubverfion
of it: on fuch pretences all infurreétions have been founded ; “tis
ftriking at theroot of power, which is obedience. Lvery remon-
ftrance of private men, hasthe feed of treufon in it; and difcour-
fes which are couched in ambigunus terms, are therctore the mose
dangerous, becaule they do all the mifclicf of open fedition, yet are
{afe from the punifiment of the laws,  Thefe, my Lord, #re cone

2

3 fiderations.
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fderations which I fthould not pafs fo lightly over, hal T rorm s
manage them as they deferve : For no man can be o inconficera-
ble in a nation, as not to have a fhare in the welture of it; und ir
he be a true Englifhman, he mutt at the fame time be fired with an-
dignation, and revenge himfclf as he can on the difturburs ¢t kis
country. And to whom could X more fitly apply mylcit, than to
your Lordfhip, who have not only an inbon, but an hereditary Joy-
alty ? The memorable conftancy and futterings of your Yather, aim ik
to theruin of his eftate fur the royal caute, were an earnest or that,
which fuch a parent and fuch an intitution would prudnce in the
perfon of afun. But fo unhappy an occaficn of marnifeftirg vour
own zcalin futfering for his prefent mujety, the providesce ot God,
and the prudence of your udminiftration, will, I hore, prevent.
That as your father's fortune waited on the uahappinefz ot Liz fLve-
reign, fo your own may participate of the better sute whick attends
his fon. The relation which you have by allianc: to the nolle ta-
mily of your lady, ferves to confirm to you both this happy avgnry.
For what can deferve a greater place in the Englith chronicle, than
the loyalty and courage, the a&ions and death of the general of an
army fighting for his prince and country ? “I'he honour and gallantry
of the earl of Lindfey, isfo illufirious a fubje&t, that *tis fit to adorn
an heroic poem ; for he was the proto-martyr of the caufe, and the
type of his unfortunate royal mafter.

Yet, after all, my Lord, if I may f{peak my thoughts, you are
rather happy to us than to yourfelf : for the multiplicity, the cares,
and the vexations of your employment, have betrayed you from
yourfelf, and given you up into the poffeflion of the public. You
ate robbed of your privacy and friends, and fcarce any hour of your
life you can call your own. Thofe who enwy your fortune, if they
wanted not good-nature, might more juftly pity it and when they
jee ;- ~ watched by a crowd of fuitors, whofe importunity ’tis im-
pofi- 2 to avoid, would conclude with reafon, that you have lof
1anch mere in true content, than ycu have gained by dignity ; and
that a private gentleman is better attended by a fingle fervant, than
your Lordfhip with fo clamorous a train.  Pardon me, my Lord, if X
Speak like a philofopheron this fubjeét ; the fortune which makes x
man uneafy, cinaot make him happy : and 2 wife man mutft think
hirafelf uneafy, when few of his aétiona are in his choice.

This laft confideration has brought me to another, and a very fea-
fonable one for your relies’; which is, that while I pity your want of
leifure, I have impertinently detained you folong 2 time. I have
put off my own bufine(s, which was my dedication, till 'tis folate,
that I am now afthamed to begin it: and therefore I will fiy no-
thing of the poem, which I prefent to you, becaufe I know not it
you are like to have an hour, which, with a goud confcience, you
may throw away in perufing it: and for the author, I have only to
beg the continuance of your proteétion to him, whois,

My Lord,
your Lordfhip’s, muft obliged,
woft humble, and muft
obedient fervane,

JOHN DRYDEN.
PRE.
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P REVFA CE.

HE death of Antony and Cleopatra, isa fubject which has
been treated by the greateft wits of our nation, after Shake-

fpeare : and by all fo varioufly, that their example has given me the
confidence to try myfelf in this bow of Ulyfles amongft the crowd
of fuitors ; and withal, to take my own meafures, in aiming at the
mark, I doubt not but the fame motive has prevailed with all of us
in this attempt 5 I mean the excellency of the moral : for the chief
perfons reprefented, were famous patterns of unlawful love; and
their end accordingly was unfortunate. All reafonable men have
long fince concluaed, that the hero of the poem, ought not to be
2 charadter of perfect virtue; for, then, he could not, without in-
juftice, be made unhappy; nor yet altogether wicked, becaufe he
could not then be pitied : I have therefore fteered the middle courfe 5
and have drawn the charater of Antony as favourably as Plutarch,
Appian and Dion Caffius would give me leave: The like I have
obferved in Cleopatra. That which is wanting to work up the
Ppity to a greater height, was not afforded me by the ftory : for the
crimes of love which they both committed, were not occafioned by
any neceffity or fatal ignorance, but were wholly voluntary; fince
our paffions are, or ought to be, within our power. The fabrick
of the play is regular enough, as to the inferior parts of it; and the
unities of time, place and aétion, more exaétly obferved, than per~
haps the Englifh theatre requires. Particularly, the ation is fo
much one, thatitisthe only of the kind without epifode, or under~
plot ; every fcene in the tragedy conducing to the main defign, and
every aét concluding with a turn of it, The greateft error in the
contrivance feems to be in the perfon of O&avia: for, though E
might ufe the privilege of a poet, to introduce her into Alexan-
dria, yet I had not enough confidered, that the compaffian the me-
ved to herfelf and children, was deftructive to that which I refer-
ved for Antony and Cleopatra ; whofe mutual love being founded
upon vice, muft Jeflen the favour of the audience to them, when
wirtue and innccence were opprefled by it, And, though I juftified
Antony in fome meafure, by making O&avia's departure to pro-
ceed wholly from herfelf, yet the force of the firft machine ftill re-
mained ; and the dividing of pity, like the cutting of a river inte
many channels, abated the firength of the natural ftream, But this
is an objetion which none of my critics have urged againft mej
and therefore Imighthave let it pafs, if Tcould have refolved to }Qave
’ ce1
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been partial to myfelf. The faules my enemies have found, are ra-
ther cavils concerning little 2and not effential decencics, which
mafter of the ceremonies may decide betwixt us. The Frencs po-
ets, 1 confels, are ftrict obfervers of thefe punéilio’s : They weuld
not, for example, have fuffered Cleopatra and Q&aviato havg met, or
if they had met, there muftonly have paffed betwixt them fome cold
civilities, but no eagernefs of repastee for fear of offencing againtt
the greatnefs of their charackers, and the modefty of their fex. “This
objetion I forefaw, and at the fame time contemned 3 for I_]uf!ﬂc.i
it buth natural and probable, that Otavia, proud of her new-gainzd
conqueft, would fearch out Cleopatra to triumph over her; and
that Cleopatra thus attacked, was not of a {pirit to fhun the
encounter ¢ and 'tis not unlikely, that two exalperated rivals fhould
ufe fuch fatire as I have put into their mouths; for after all, though
the one were a Roman, and the other a queen, they wese both wo-
men. °Tis true, fome a&ions, though natural, are not fit to b re-
prefented ; and broad oblfcenities in ‘words, ought in good manners
to be avoided: expreffions therefore are a modeft claathing of our
thoughts, 2s breeches and petticoats are of our bodies. it I have
kept myfelf within the bounds of modefty, all beyond it is but nice-
ty and affe@ation ; whichis no more but modelly depraved intw a
vice : they betray themfelves who are too quick of apprehenfion in
fuch cafes, and leave all reafonable men to imagine worfe of them,
than of the poet.

Honelt Montaigne goes yet farther : Nous ne fommes gue ceremenie 5
12 ceremonit nous emporte, & laiffons lo fubfiance des chofes.  News mons
terons aux branches & abandonmons le trone & le corps.  Neus avrs
appris aux dames de rougir, oyans fealement nommer cc gu'clles r.e ¢ aiz-
nent aucunement & faire: mous n'ofons appeller & drai& nes membris, &
ne craignons pas de les emploger & toute forte de debauche. La ccreminie
mous defend 4’ exprimer par paroles les chofes licites & naturellis, & niug
7 en croyons; la raifon nous defend de n'en faire point d illicites & mau-
waifes, & perfonne ne len croid. My comfort is, that by this opi~
nion my enemies are but fucking criticks, who would fain be nik-
‘bling ¢’er their teeth are come.

Yet in this nicety of manners does the excellency of French pe-
etry_confz{‘t: the}r heroes are the moft civil people breathing ; but
their good-breeding feldom extends to a word of fenfe: all their
wit is in their ceremony ; they want the genius which animares our
?}:ﬁct;b:ndfh:?j;erﬂ); 'tis but ncccfl’ary when they cannot pleale,
pa sz o ka e care rlxot t}'o offend. But as the civilleit man
P afsa.idym cotmnn yit,c dulleft, fo thefe authors, while
nerz make you ﬁ:a C%DQ avgh or cry, out of pure good man-
e t{c nevg; e eg. are fo careful not to exafperate 2
and make fo ciian a r'ddave lmhmy I:vork.; e ik b broom,
e o, iddance, tf at there is hittle lefc ex{her tor cena
ing, where }:hc hol rno part of a poemis worth our difcommeni-

> VS whole 1s ”‘ﬁP’di‘“ when we have once tafted of
p;!led ;ne, wcﬁ-ay’m;z.to examine it glafs by plafs. But while
&ﬁtyxsﬂ‘;éi;i{hlr;;z tm t.n?t" .ﬁ”)’ are often carelels in eflentiali.

sir Hippolytus is fo ferupulous in point of decency, that be
wi'l
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will rather expofe himfelf to death, than accufe his flep-mother to
his father ; and my critics,  am fure, will commend him for it:
but we of groflferapprehenfions, are apt to think that this excefs of
generofity, 1s not pra&icable but with fools and mad-men. This
was good-manners with a vengeance ; and the audience is like to be
much concerned at the misfortunes of this admirable hero s but
take Hippolytus out of his poetic fit, and I fuppofe he would think
it a wifer part, to fet the faddle on theright horfe, and chufe rather
to live with the reputation of a plain-fpeken honeft man, than to
die with the infamy of an inceftuous villain. In the mean time we
may take notice, that where the poet ought to have preferved the
chara&er as it was delivered to us by antiquity, when he thould have
given us the pi€ure of a rough young man, of the Amazonian
firain, a jolly huntfman, and both by his profeflion, and his early
rifing, a mortal enemy to love, he has chefen to give him the turn
of gallantry, {ent him to travel from Athens toParis, taught him to
make love, and transformed the Hippolytus of Euripides into Mon=
fieur Hippolyte. I fhould not have troubled myfelf thus far with
French poets, but that I find our Chedruex critics wholly form their
judgments by them. But for my part, 1 defire to be tried by the
laws of my own country ; for it feems unjuft to me, that the French
fhould preferibe here till they have conquered, Our little fonnet-
tiers who follow them, have too narrow f{ouls to judge of poetry.
Pocts themfelves are the moft proper, though I conclude not the only
critics. Buttill fome genius as univerfal as Ariftotle, fhall arife, who
can penetrate into all arts and fciences, without the praétice of
them, 1 fhall think it reafonable that the judgmént of an artificer
in his own art, thould be preferable to the opinion of another man s
at leaft where he is not bribed by intereft, or prejudiced by malice
and this, I fuppofe, is manifet by plain induéion : for, firft, the
crowd cannot be prefumed to have more than a grofs infiné of what
pleafes or difpleafes them : every man will grant me this; but then,
by a particulur kindnefs to himfelf, he draws bis own fake firft,
and will be diftinguifhed from th% multitude, of which other men
nay think him one.  But, if Icome clofer to thofe who are allowed
fur witty men, ecither by the advantage of their quality, or by com
mon fame, and affirm, that neither are they qualified to decide fove-
reignly, concerning poctry, 1 fhall yer have a ftrong party of my
opinfon ; for moft of them feverally will exclude the reft, cither
frem the number of witty men, or at leatt of able judges. But
here again they are ull indulgent to themfelves 3 and every one who
belisves himfelf a wit, that is, every man, will pretend at the fame
time toa right of judging. Butto prefs it yet farther, there are
many witty men, but few poets, neither have all poets a tafte of
tiepedy.  And this is the rock on which they are daily fplirting.
Poetry, which is a picure of nature, muft generally pleafe : but ’tis
not to be underflond, that all parts of it muft pleafe every man;
therefore is not tragedy to be judged by a witty man, whofe tafte is
only contined to comedy, Nor is every man who loves tragedy a
fufficient judge gf it : he muft underftand the excellencies of it too,
or he will oxly prove a blind admirer, not a critic, From hence it

comes,
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comes, that fo Many fatires on poets, and cenfures of their writingsy
fly abroad. Men of pleafant converfation, (at leaft efteemed {o} and
indued with a trifling kind of fancy, perhaps helped out with forne:
fmattering of Latin, are ambitious to diftinguith themfelves from the.
herd of gentlemen, by their poetry ;

Rarus enim fermé fenfus communis in illé

Fortuna.,

And is not this a wretched affetation, not to be contented wit.h-
what fortune has done for them, and fit down quietly with their
eftates, but they muft call their wits in queftion, and needlefsly ex-
pofe their nakednefs to public view ? Not confidering that they are
not to exPect othe fame approbation from fobermen, which they
have found from their flatterers after the third bottle? If a little
glittering in difcourfe has paffed them on us for witty men,
where was the neceffity of undeceiving the world ? Would a mam
who has anill title to an eftate, but yet is in poffeflion of it, would
he bring it of his own accord to be tried at Weftminfter 7 We who
write, if wewant the talent, yet have the excufe that we do it
for a poor fubfiftence ; but what can be urged in their defence, who
not having the vocation of poverty to fcribble, out of mere wanton-
nefs, take pains to make themfelves ridiculous? Horace was cer-
tainly in the right, where he faid, That no man is fatisfied with
his own condition. A poetis not plealed becaufe he is not rich;
and the rich are difcontented, becaufe the poets will not admit them
of their pumber. Thus the cafe is hard with writers : if they fuc-
ceed not, they muft ftarve 5 and if they do, fome malicious futireis
prepared to level them for daring to pleafe without their leave.
But while they are {o eager to deftroy the fame of others, their am-
bition is manifeft in their concernment : fome poem of their own
istobe produced, and the flavesare to be laid flat with their fices
on the ground, that the monarch may appear in the greater majefty.

Dionyfius and Nero had the fame longings, but with all their
power they could never bring their bufinefs well about. *Tis true,
they procliimied themfelves poets By found of trumpet; and poets
they were, upon pain’ of de«th to any man who durft call them
otherwife. The audience huda fine time on’t, you may imagine ;
they fatein a bodily fear; and looked as demurely as they could ¢ for
’twas a hanging matter to laugh unfeafonably ; and the tyrants were
fufpicious, as they had reafon, that their fubje€ts had them in the
wind; fo every man in his own defence fet as good a face upon tie
bufinefs as he could : *twas known before-hand that the monarchs
were to be crowned laureats ; but when the thow was over, and 2n
honeft man was fuffered to depart quietly, he took out his laughter
which he had ftified, with a firm refolution never more to fee 2n
emperoi’s play, though he had been ten years a making it. In the
mean time, the true poets were they who made the beft markets,
for they had wit enough to yield the prize with a good grace, and not
contend with him who bad thirty legions: they were fure to be
rewardcd if they confefled themfelves bad writers, and that was
fomewhat better than to be martyrs for their reputation. Lucan’
cxafmple was enough to teach them manners; and after he was put
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"to death, for overcoming Nero, the emperor carried it, without dif-
pute, for the be:t poetin his dominions: no man was ambitious of
that grinning henour; for if he heard the malicious trumpeter
proclaiming his rame before his betters, he knew there was but
one way with him. Mecienas took ancther courfe, and we know
he was more than a great man, for he was witty too: but finding
himfclf far gone in poetry, which Seneca affures us was not his ta-
lent, he thought it his beft way to be well with Virgil and with
Horace ; that it leaft he might be a poet at the fecond hand ; and
we fce how happily it hss fucceeded with him ; for his own bad po-
ctry isforgotten, and their panegyricks of him fill remain. But
they who fheuld be our patrons, are for no fuch expenfive ways to
fame : they have much of the poetry of Mecznas, but little of his
liberality. They are for procuring themfelves reputation in the
perfons of their fuccellors, (for fuch is every man, who has any part
of their foul and fire, though ina lefs degree.) Some of their little
Zanics yet go further; for they are perfectuors even of Horace
himfelf, as far as they are able, by their ignorant and vile imitations
of him; by making an unjuft ufe of his authority, ard turning
his artillery againft his friends. But how would he difdain to be
copied by fuch hands ! I dareanf{wer for him, he would be more un-
eafy in their company, than he was with Crifpinus their forefather
inthe Holy Way; and would no more have allowed them a place
among the critics, than he would Demetrius the mimick, and Ti-
geilius the buftvon ;

Demerriy teque Tig-lli,
Difcipulorum inzer jquz- plorare cathedras.
With what feorn would he look down on fuch miferable tranflators,
who make doggrel of his Latin, miftake his meaning, mifapply his
cenfures, and oiten contradiét their own? He is fixed as a land-
mark to fet cut the bounds of poctry,
Saxn, antiquam ingens
Limes agre p:firus litem ut difcerreret arvis

But other arms then theirs, and other finews are required, toraife
the weright of fuch an author; and when they would tofs him
againfl their enemizs,

Genea bal art, g lidus concrevit frizore funguicy
Luens Lapis if f+, aivi a:acuum per inane volutus
N [patino crafit tatum, nec pertulic i&um.

Formy part, L would with no other revenge, cither for myfelf or
the reft of the poets, from this rhiming judge of tle twelve-penny
gallery, this legitimate fon of Sternhold, than that he would fub-
feribe his name to his cenfure, or (not to tax him beyond his learn-
ing) fee his mark: fur fiould he own himfelf publicly, and come
from tchind the lion’s fkin, they whom he condemns would be
thankful to him, they whom he praifes would chufe to be condem-
ned 5 und the mapiftrates whom he has ele@ed, would modeitly with-
draw from their eiployment, to avoid the fecandal of his nomina-
tion.  “I'he tharynel, of his fatire, next to himfelf, falls moft Lea-
vily on his frienls, and they ought never to forgive him for com-
mending them perpetually the wrong way metimes by contra-
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e afriend whofe haftinefs in wricing is hit greatelt fault,
im to have minced the matter, aad
and a flowisig fancy; for friend~
impesfedion by the name of

ies, If he hav
Horace would have taught h
have called it readnefs of thought,
ship wilk allow 2 man to chrifien an
fome neighbour vistue : .

Pollem in owicitid fic erréremus s & ifi

Errori, nomen virtus pofuiffes bonsfiums )
But he would never have allowed him to have called 2 flow maa hae
ity, or a hafty writer 2 flow drudge, as Juvenal explains it 3
e mmCanibus pigris [cabieque venfid
Levibus, 8 ficca lomentibus ora lucerne
Nomen erit, parduss tygrisy lesy fi quid adbuceft
Rued fremit in terris vislentiase .
Yet Licretius Jaughs at a foolifh Jover, cven for excufing the ime
perfeions of his miftrefs ¢

Nigra peiycpos of, immunda & fetids dxoopuo¢

Balba loqui non quits Tpawnle ; Mua pudens ¢ff, &c.

Rut to drive it, ad Zrbiopem cyznum, is not to be indured. I leave
him to interpret this, by the benefit of his Freach verfion on the
ather fide, and without farther confidering him, than X have the scit
of my illiterate cenfors, whom ¥ have difdained to anfwer, becaufe
they are not qualified for judges. It remaias thar I scquaint the
reader, that I have endeavoured in this play to foliow the praflice
of the antients, who, as Mr. Rymer bas judicioufly obferved, arc
and cught ta he our mafters; Horace likewife gives it fora rule in
his art of poety, . .. -

Pos exemplaria Greca
Noturad verfate manuy verfate diurnis

Vet, though their models are regular, they are too little for Ea~
glifh tragedy ; which requires to be buile iz = larger compafs. 1
could give an inflance in the Qedipus Tyrannus, which was the ma-
fer-piece of Sophocles . but I referve it for  more fit ocaafion,
which T hopeto have hereafter. Ln my file, X have profefled, to imi-
tre the divine Shakefpeare; which thatI might perform more free-
1y, 1 kavedifincumbered myfelffrom rhyme, Not that I condemn my
former way, but that this is more proper to my prefent purpofe. I
hope I need nat to explain myfelf, that I have not topied my avthor
fervilely, Words and phrafes wuft of neceffity receive a change in
fucceeding ages: but 'tis almoft a miracle that much of his language
remains fo pure 5 and that he who began dramatic poetry amongft
us, untaught by any, and as Ben, Johnfon tells us, without learning,
thould, by the farce of his own genius perform fo much, that, in 2
manner,’he l,{as 1eft no praife for any who come after him. The
oceafion is fair, and the fubje&t would by pleafant to handle the 8if-
Ference of Riles betwixt him and Flescher, and whesein, and how far
they are both to bz imitated. But fince I muft not be over-confident
of my-own performance after him, ic will be prudencein me to be
filear, Vet hope Imay affirm, and without vanity, that by imi.
tating him I have excelled my felf throughout the play; and particu.
]‘3:%!’; thac I prefes the fc;ne betwixt Antony and Veatidius in the

et a&%, to any thing which I have writtea in this kind,
: PRO.




