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ADVERTISEMENT.

THE deferved eftimation in which the
Tranfactions of the various Socicties in Great Bri-
tain, as well as upon the Continent, have hitherto
been held 1s a circumftance fo well known that
- nothing in this place need be faid upon the fub-
jeé&; but the lucubrations of the Afiatic Socicty
have not been fo widely diffufed. Necarly the
whole of the impreffion of the Afiatic Refearches
is diftributed in the Eaft Indics, therefore very
few copies rcach Europe; and this among other
reafons, has given rife to the prefent publication.
To fuffer fo many valuable Papers, on a vaft va-
ricty of Literary, Scientific, and Antiquarian Sub-
jeéts, to lic buried on the fhelves of a few perfons
would have been an unpardonable offence ; but to
refcuc from a kind of oblivion, and to prefent to
their Countrymen in Europe, a regular feries of
the Papers communicated to the Afiatic Socicty,
1s the intention of the Undertakers of the prefent
Work. This Society, it is well known, had the
late excellent and lcarned Sir Wirrniam JonNEs
for its Founder, and for its Prefident many years ;
but fince he has favoured the world with an ac-
count of its origin in the firft volume of the work,
we thall content ourfelves with referring our
Readers to that difcourfe, wherein they will find
an ample difplay of its utility, and a detail of its
objedts of purfuit.

a2 I



iv ADVERTISEMENT.

In the differtation on the Religious Ceremonies
of the Hindus, p. 361, of the prefent volume,
the author cites a paffage which appears to have
reference to the creation of the univerfe, and
which feems, upon the whole, to bear fome re-
femblance to the account given by Mofes in the
Pentateuch. This naturally leads us to confider
the antiquity of both the Mofaic and Hindu Scrip-
tures, and to compare, 1n fome meafure, the ac-
counts given in each work relative to that impor-
tant fad.

The writings of MosEs have generally becn
confidered as more ancient than thofe of any other -
perfon ; but the Hindu Scriptures, fo far as the
refearches of feveral learned men have extended,
appear to be of very high antiquity, and are even
carried by fome bcyond the time of the Hebrew
Lawgiver. .Sir W. Joxkes, in his Preface to the
« Inftitutes of Hindu Law ; or the Ordinances ot
MExuU, according to the Glofs of CuLLy’ ca,”’
carries the higheft age of the Yagur wvéda 1580 °
years before the birth of CrrisT, which 1s nine
years previous to the birth of Mosks, and ninety
before Moses departed from Egypt with the It-
raclites. This date, of 1580 years before CHRIsT,
feems the more probablc, becaufe the Hindu
© fages are faid to have dclivered their knowledge
orally. CurLrLu’a BrarTA produced, what may
be faid to be very truly, the thorteft, yet the moft
luminous; the leaft oftentatious, yet the moft
learned; the deepeft, yet the moft agreeable,
commentary on the Hindu Scriptures, that ever

- was



ADVERTISEMENT. v

was compofed on any author ancient or modern,
European or Afiatic: and it is this work to which
the learned generally apply, on account of its
clearnefs. We thall not, however, take up your
time with a differtation on the exa& age of either
the Hebrew or the Hindu Scriptures: both are
ancient : let the learned judge : but fome extradts
from the Hindu and Hebrew accounts of the crea-
. tion may ferve to thew how much they agree to-
gether : whether the Hindu Brihmens borrowed
from MosEgs, or Mosgs from the Hindu Brih-
mens, is not our prefent enquiry.

Extrafls from the Laws of  Extrads from the Writings
Menv. of Moskes.

Tu1s univerfe exifted only I~ the beginning God

in the firft divine idea yet un~ éreated the heaven and
expanded, as if involved in theearth. (Gen.i. 1.)
darknefs,  imperceptible,
undefinable, undifcovera-
ble by reafon, and undifcov-
ered by revelation, as if it
were wholly immerfed in
fleep ; (chap. 1. 5.)
- Then the fle felf-exift-
ing power, himfclf undif-
cerned, but making this
world difcernible, with five
elements and other princi-
ples of mature, appeared
with undiminifthed glory,
expanding kis idea, ordifpell-
ing the gloom. (ib. 6.)

He, whom the mind
alone can percecive, whofe _
eflence eludes the external N
organs, who has no vifible

‘ ‘ ‘ parts,
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Mexvu.

parts, who exifts from eter-
nity, even HE, the foul of all
beings, wlom no being can
comprehend, fhone forth in
perfon. (ib.7.) .

He, having willed to pro-
duce various beings from
his own divine fubftance,
firft with a thought created
the waters, &c. (ib. 8.)

The waters are called
nérs, becaufe they were the
produ&ion of Nara, or
the fpirit of God; and, fince
they were his firft ayana, or
place of motion, he thénce is
named Na'ra'vana,  or
moving on thewaters(ib. 10.)

From THAT WHICH Is,
the firft caufe, not the ob-
je& of fenfe, exifting every
awhere in_fubffance, not exift-
ing fo our perception, with-
out beginning or end, was

produced the divine male.

(ib. 11.)

—He framed the heaven .

above and the earth beneath:
in the midft /e placed the
fubtil ether, the eight re-
gions, and the permanent
receptableofwaters. (ib. 13.)

Mosks.

And the earth was
without form, and void ;
and darknefs was upon
the face of the deep: and
the Spirit of God moved
upon the face of the
waters. (ib. 2.)

And God faid, Letus
make man in our image.

(1b. 26.)

And God faid, Let
there be a firmament in
the midft of the waters ;
—and God called the
firmament Heaven. (ib.

6, 8.)

—IHe
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~ MEev~v.
~—He framed all crea-
tures. (ib. 16).

iz

Moses.

And God faid, Let the
waters bring forth abun-
dantly the moving crea--
ture that hath life, and
fowl that may fly above
the earthin the open fir-
mament of heaven. And
God created greatwhales,
and every living creature
that moveth, which the
watsrs brought forth a-

‘bundantlyaftertheirkind,

and every winged fowl
after his kind. And God

. {aid, Let the earth bring

—He too firft z;fﬁgned"

to all creatures diftinct

names, diftint acts, and

diftin€t occupations. (ib.
21.) -

—He gave being to time
and the divifions of time,
to the ftars alfo, and the
planets, to rivers, oceans,
and mountains, to level
plains, and uneven vallies.
(ib. 24.)

forth the living-creature
after his kind, cattle and
creeping thing, and beaft
of the earth after his
kind. (ib. 20, 21, 24.)

God brought every

"beaft of the field unto A-

dam to fee what he would
call them. And God put
the man into the garden
of Eden to drefs it and to

- keepit. Abel wasakeeper

of theep, but Cainwas a

- tiller of the ground. (ib.

11. 19, 15. iv. 2.)

God faid, let there be
lights in the firmament of
heaven, to divide the day
from the night; and let
them be for figns and
for days, and for years.—
And God made two gr%at

o
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_ MEevv.
To devotion, {peech,
&ec. for he willed the exift-

of all created things.
(tb. 25.)

For the fake of diftin-
guithing aétions, He made
a total difference between
right and wrong. (ib. 26.)

—Havingdivided hisown
fubftance, themighty Power
became half male, half fe-
male. (1b. 32.)

He, whofe powers are in-
comprehenfible, having cre-
ated ...... this univerfe,
was again abforbed in the
Spinit, changing zke time
of energy for the time of re-

pofe. (ib. 56.)

-

ADVERTISEMENT.

-Moszs.

lights ; the greater light
to rule the day, and the
leffer light to rule the
night. (Gen. 1, 14, 10.
fee alfo chap.ii. 10, 11,
13, 14. & alus locis.)

If thou doeft well, thalt
thou not be accepted ?
and if thou doeft not well,
fin lieth at the door. (ib.
w. 7. fee alo chap. ii.

16, 17.)

God created man in his
own image ; in the image
of God created he him
male and female created
he them. (ib.1. 27.)

Thus the heavens and
the earth were finifhed,
and all the hoft of them.

And on the feventh day

God ended his work ;—
and refted on the feventh
day from all his work.
(ib. 1. 1, 2.)

Thus the accounts of Mosgs and the Hindu
Scriptures concerning the creation may be eafily

reconciled to each other.

But it is not our inten-

tion to {upport the Hindu writings in preference

to the Hebrew Pentateuch ;

all we defire 1s, that

truth may be inveftigated, and that error may be

exploded.

There are many perfons, no doubt in

the Eaft better acquainted ‘with the antiquity of

the



ADVERTISEMENT. ix

the Sanfcrit books than we are; and by our inter=
courfe with the Brihmens and learned Pundits,

much may be donc towards a right dlfcowcry of
this important matter. The Hindus have, for many
ages, looked upon their, Seriptures as a revelation
from the Supreme Bmmr of his mind and will con-
cerning the works of his creation. They bring
forward the Dmty declaring his own mind, and
think they have an mdubxtdblc right to follow the
prcccpts which his word, auordmg to their an-
cient lawgivers, contains. MosEes too, in his
Pcnmteuch, tells us that the Almighty ordered
higr to promulgate his law among the pcoplv, and
to thew them the path in which they thould walk.
The Jews, and after tlﬁern the Chriftians, have
generally received Mosgs's account  as  valid,

and have confequently followed 1its ditates
with a religious zeal. Enthufiafm among every
dcfcrxptxon of pcople muft certainly be de-
{prcd but zeal in contending for the truth is
-highly commendable in whomfoever it fhall be
found. Had the Hindu writings, divefted of their
fabulous paflages, been differinated in the Wef-
tern world with as much energy as the works of
‘Moses have been fpread abroad, perhaps they
would likewife have found many admirers and ad-
vocates.

Sir W. JoxEs, fpeaking of the Laws of MEexu,
fays, they contain abundance of curious matter
extremely interefting both to f{peculative lawyers$
and antiquarics, with many beauties which need
not be pointed out, and with many blemithes
which cannot be juftificd or palliated. It isa fyf-
tem of defpotifm and pricttcratt, both indeed li-
mited by law, but artfully cenfpiring to give mu-

VoL. V. : b o tual
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tual fupport, though with mutual checks; it 1s
filled with ftrange conceits in metaphyfics and na-
tural philofophy, with 1dle fuperftition, and with
a fcheme of theology moft obfcurely figurative,
and confequently liable to dangerous mifconcep-
tion; it bounds with minute and childith forma-
lities, with ceremonies generally abfurd and ridi-
culous ; the punifhments are partial and fanciful ;
for fome crimes, dreadfully cruel, for other repre-
henfibly flight ; and the very morals, though rigid
cnough on the whole, are in one or two mﬁ.mces
(as in the cafe of light oaths and of pious perjury)
unaccountably relaxed: neverthelefs, a fpirit of
fublime devotion, of benevolence to mankind,
and of amiable tendernefs to all fentient creatures,
pehadcs the whole work; the ftyle of it thas a
certain auftere majefty, that founds like the lan-
guage of lcg1ﬂat1on, and extorts a refpe&ful awe ;
the fentiments of independence on all beings but
God, and the harfh admonitions, even to kings,
are truly noble ; and the many panegyrics on the
Gayatrz the moz‘]zer, as it 1s called, of the Véda,
prove the author to have adored (not the vifible
material fun, but) that divine and incomparably
greater lz'g/zz‘ to ufe the words of the moft vencra-
ble text in the Indian Scripture, wlick illumines
all, delights all, from whick all proceed, to which all
muft /ez‘um, and whick can alone irradiate (not our
v zfual organs merely, but our fouls dnd) our intel~
lecls.

The writings of MosEs too, are not totally ex-
empt from paflages which, to the mere rcafon of
humanity, carry with them the appearance ‘of fic-
tion orof cruelty. ‘I'husthe formation of woman
by thrownw ApaM into a deep fleep, and taking

a rib
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a rib from is fide, haslong been matter of ridicule
for the fons of infidelity ; as have many other parts
of the Pentateuch. But whatever opinion may be
entertained of MeE~NU and his laws, 1t muft be re-
membered that they are revered as the word of
God by many millions of Hindus who compofe
feveral great nations, who are of vaft importance
to the political and commercial interefts of Europe,
whade well dire¢ted induftry would add largely to
the wealth of Great Britian, and who aik no
greater compenfation than protection for their per-
fons and property, juftice in their temporal con-
cerns, indulgence to their old rcligion, and the be-
nefit of thofe laws, which they hold facred, and
which alone they can underftand.

ASTATIC
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I—IISTORICAL REMARKS

B ON THE

COAST OF MALABAR

WITH

SOME DESCRIPTION OF THE MANNERS OF :
ITS. INHABITANTS

By JONATHAN Duncan, Efqulre. . 3

SEC-.. .
TION.

I TN che book called Kerul Oodputte, or, The

I emergingof the Country of Keral,” (of which,.
during my ftay at Calicut, in the year 1793, I made
the beft tranflation into Englith in my power, through
the medium of a verfion firft rendered into Perfian,
under my own infpe&ion, from the Malabaric copy
procured from one of the Rajahs of the Zamorin's
family,) the origin of that coaft is afcribed to the
piety or penitence of Purefex Rama, or Purefram, (one
of the incarnations of Visanu,) who, ftung with re-
morfe for the blood he had fo profufely fhed in over-
coming the Rajahs of the Kbketry tribe, applied to
Varuna, the God of the Ocean, to {upply him with
a traét of ground to beftow on the Bribmens; and Va-
rRuNA having accordingly withdrawn his waters from
the Gowkern (a hill in the vicinity of Mangalore) to
Cape Comorin, this ftrip of territory has,.from its
fituation, as lying along the foot of the Sukbien (by the
Europeans called the Gbaut) range of mountains, ac-
quired the name of Mulyalum, (i. e. Skirting at the Bot-
tom of the Hills,) a term that may have been thortened

into Maleyam, or Maleam ;s whence are alfo probably
A its



2 HISTORICAL REMARKS ON

its common names of Mulievar and Malabar ; all
which Purefram is firmly believed, by its native Hindu
inhabitants, to have parcelled out among different
tribes of Brdbmens, and to have dircéted that the en-
tire produce of the foil fhould be appropriated to their
maintenance, and towards the edification of temples,
and for the fupport of divine worthip; whence it {till
continues to be diftinguiftied in their writings by the
term of Kermbboomy, or, « The Land of Good Works
« for the Expiation of Sin.”>

II. The country thus obtained from the fea *, is
reprefented to have remained long in a marfhy and
fcarcely habitable ftate; infomuch, that the firft oc-
cupants, whom Purefram is faid to have brought into
it from the eaftern, and even the northern, part of
India, again abandoned it ; being more efpecially {cared
by the multitude of ferpents with which the mud and
flime of this newly immerged tract is related to have
then abounded ; and to which numerous accidents are
afcribed, until Purefram taught the inhabitants to pro-
pitiate thefe animals, by introducing the worfhip of
them and of their images, which became from that
period objelts of adoration,

¥II. The country of Mulyalum was, according to
the Kerul Oodputtee, afterwards divided into the four
following Tookrees, or divifions :

1ft. From Gowkern, already mentioned, to the Pe-
rumbura River, was called the Tooreo, or Turu Rauje.
2d. From

* In a manufeript account of Malabar that T have {een, and
which is afcribed to a Bifhop of Virapoli, (the feat of a famous
Roman Catholic feminary near CocEin,) e obferves, that, by
the accounts of the learned natives of that coaft, it is little more
than 2300 years fince the {ea came up to the foot of the Sukhien,
or Ghaut mountains; and that it once did fo he thinks cxtremel

robable from the nature of the {oil, and the quantity of fanc{
oyfter-fhells, and other fragments, met with in making deep ex-
€avations,

-



THE COAST OF MALABAR. 3

2d. From the Perumbura to Poodumputtum was
called the Mofhek Rauje.

3d. From Poodum, or Poodputtun, to the limits
of Kunetui, was called the Kerul or Keril Rauje; and
as the principal feat of the ancient government was
fixed in this middle divifion of Malabar, its name
prevailed over, and was in courfe of time underftood
in a general fenfe to comprehend the three others.

4th. From Kunety to Kunea Koomary, or Cape
Comorin, was called the Koop Rauje; and thefe four
rand divifions were parcelled out into a greater num.
ber of Nagadbs, (pronounced Ngars, and meaning
diftri¢ts or countries,) and of Kbands, or {fubdivifions,
under the latter denomination. :

IV. The proportion of the produce of their lands,
that the Brabmens are ftated to have originally afligned
for the fupport of government, amounted to only one
fixth fhare: put in the fame book of Kerul Oodputtee
they are afterwards faid to have divided the country
into three equal proportions; one of which was con-
fecrated to fupply the expence attending religious
worfhip, another for the {fupport of government, and
the third for their own maintenance. '

V. However this may be, according to the book
above quoted, the Brizbmens appear to have firft fet
up, and for fome time maintained, a {ort of republi-
can or ariftocratical government, under two or three
principal chiefs, elected to adminifter the government,
which was thus carried on (attended, however, with
feveral intermediate modifications) till, on jealoufies
arifing among themfelves, the great body of the Brib-
men landholders had recourfe to foreign affiftance,
which terminated, either by conqueft or convention,
in their receiving to rule over them a Permal, or chief
governor, from the Prince of the neighbouring coun-
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