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Matt vi. 38.

Seek ye ﬁrst ﬂze ngdom Qf GOD and his
Rzgkteousness and all lﬁmgs shall be

‘added unto Y0Us



SAARA AL LA TR AT AL A
GENESIS.

. CHAPTER THE TWENTY‘-EIGHT»I:I}L .

TR

20 6/ID|ee

3650. A T the beginning of the preceding chapter wids
explained what the Lord taught -and"foretold
concerning the last judgment, or concerning the last days
of the ‘Church, in Matthew, chap. xxiv. from verse 8to 14,
n. 8486 to 3489; we shall now proceed to explain, by way
of introduction to this chapter, as was proposed, the con-
tents of the subsequent verses, 15, 16,17, :18: ** When
therefore ye shall see the abomination of desolation spo=
&ken of by Daniel the propheét, standirng in the holy
place, he who readeth let him carefully observe.' Then
let those who are in Judea flee «ixto thie mountains.. Let
him who 1is on the house-lop not come down to take any
thing owut of his house. Neither let him who is inthe
Jield turn back to take his cloaths.” : ‘
3651. Every one may see that these words contain arcana,
and that without a discovery of such arcana, ‘it cannot pos-
sibly e known what is meant by them who are in Judeca
fleeing to the mountains; and by him who is on the house-
top not going down to take any thing out of the house;
and by him who is in the ficld not returning back to take

his cloaths: Unless the internal sense taught what is signi-

fied and implied by these particulars, they who scarch into
and interpret the Word might be' 1éd away and give into
opinions altogether foreign to the truth; yeca, they who in
heart deny the sanctity of the Word might Lence maintain,
-that the above expressions were only intended to describe
flight and escape on the approach of an enemy, conse=-
quently that there is nothing mere of sanctity contained
: A2 therein ;
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therein; when yet by these words of the Lord is fully de-
scrihed a state of the. Church’s vastation.as to the good
things of love and the tiuths of faith, as may appear froit
the following explication of each expression.

3652. According to the internal sense the signification of
the above passdge is this: When thercfore ye shall see the
abomination of desolation, significs the #¥astation of the
Church, which then hath place, when the Lord is no longer
acknowledged, consequently when there is no love and no
faith in him; also when there is no longer any neighbourly
love or charity ; and consequently when there is no longer
any faith of good and trath; when this is the cose in the
Church, or rather in the tiact of country where the Word
is possessed and read, that is, when men are such in ihe
thoughts of the heart, although not such in docirine of the
lips, then therc is desolation, and the particul:rs just now
mentioned ave its abomination; hence, when ye shall see
the abomination of desolation denotesy, whei any one uh-
serves such thingss what is to be tlonce in such case, is{old
afterwards, verses 16; 17, I8. Spoken of by Daniel the
prophet, signifies, in the internal sense, by the prophets;
for where any prophet is mentioned by his name in the
‘Word, it does not mean that prophet; but the prophetic
‘Word itself, because names in no caxe penetraté into hea-
ven, see n. 1876, 1888 ; nevertheless cach prophet hath a
distinct signification; what is signified by Moses, Elias,
and Elishahy, may be seen in the prefice to chap xviii.
and n. 2762; but by Daniel is significd every thing pro-
-phetical concerning the Lord’s coming, and concerning the
sstate of the Church, in the present case concerning its last
state; vastation is much treated of in the prophets, and by
it in the literal sense is signified the vastation of the Jewish
and Israclitish-Church, but in the internal sense is signified
the vastation of.the Church in gencraly thus also the vasta-
tion which is now at hand. Starnding in the holy place,
signifies vastation as to all things which are of good and of
truth; holy place is a state of love and of faith; that place
in the internal sense denotes state, see n. 2625, 2887,
8856, 8887 ; the holy principle of that state is the goad
which is of love, and thence the truth which is of faith,
~and nothing else is meant in the Word by what is holy,
becaise those things are from the. Lord, who is cssential
holiness or the sanctuary. "He who readeth et him care-
fully observe, signifies that the above things arc well to be
-noted by those who are in the Church, especially by those

who
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who are principled in love and faith, who come now te be
treated of.  Then let them who are in Judea flee into the
mountains, signifies that they who are of the Church must
not look clsewhere than to the Lord, thus to love towards
Him, and to charity towards their neighbour; that by Jus
daa is signified the Church, will be shewn below: that by
mountain is signified the Lord Himself, but by mountains
love to Him, and charity towards our neighbour, may be
seen n. 795, 796, 1480, 2722; according to the sense of
ihe letter the meaning would be, that when Jerusalem was
besieged, as was the case, by the Romans, then they
should not betake themselves thither, but to the mountains,
according as it is written in Luke, ¢ When ye shall see
Jerusalem encompassed about with armies, then know
ye that devastation is near; then let them who are in
Jud®a flee to the mountains, and let them who are in
the midst of it depart out, and let not them that are in
the countries enter thereinto,” xxii. 20, 21; but the
casc is there the same in respect to Jerusalem, -viz. that
in the sense of the letter it is Jerusalem which is under-
stood, whereas in the internal sense it is the Church of the
Lord, see n. 402, 2117; for all and singular the things,
which are rccorded in the Word concerning the Jewish
and Israelitish people, are representative of the Lord’s
kingdom in the hcavens, and ot the Lord’s kingdom in the
earths, that is, of the Church, as hath been often shewn
above; hence it is, that by Jerusalem in the internal sense
is no ‘where meant Jerunsalem, nor by Judza Judea; all
* and singular things also were such, as to be capable of re-
presenting the celestial and spiritual things of the Lord’s
kingdom, and they were effected in order that ibey might
represent such things; by this means it became possible so
to write the Word, that 1t might be according to the appre-
Tiension of man who reads it, and according to the under-
standing of the angels aitendant on man; this likewise was
the reason why the Lord spake in like manner, for had He
spoken otherwise, Iis Word would not have been ade-
quate to the understanding of those who read it, especially
at that time, nor to the understanding of the angels, thus
it would neither have been received by man, nor under-
- stood by the angels.  £e who is on the house-top, let him
not go down to take any lhing out of the house, signifies
that such as are principled in the good of charily should
not betake themselves to those things which appertain to
doctrinals of faith; in the Word the house-top siguiﬁfs’ ,

the
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tthe superior state of man, thus his state as to good ; but
thosc things which are bencath signify the inferior state
of nan, thus his state as to truth, see n. 710, 1708, 2233,
9934, 3142, 5538: with respect to the state of a man of
the ,Church, the case is this; during the progress of re-
generation, he learns truth for the sake ot good, for he
hath the affection of truth to this intent; butl after that
Le is fegencrated, he then acts from a principle of truth
and good; when he is arrived at this latter state, he
ought not to betake himselt to his former state, for if
he should do this, he would reason (ratiocinate) from a
principle of truth concerning the good in which he is, and
would ‘thereby pervert his state; for - all reasoning (ra-
tiocination) ccaseth, and ought to cease, when nan isin a
state to will what is {rue and good, for in this casc he
thinks. and acts froni the will, conséquently from con-
- science, and not from the understanding, as before, and
if he was to think and act again from the understand-
ing, he would fall into temptations and sink therein:
this then is what is signified by him who is on the
house«top not going down to take any thing out of his
" housc. And he who is. in the field, let him not returi
to take his cloaths, or coat, signifies that such as are
principled in the good of truth should not betake them-
- selves from the good therecof to doctrinals of truth; ficld
in the Word signiftes that state of man as to good;
what is meant by field, may be seen, n. 368, 2971, 3196,
33810, 3317, 8500, 3508 ; and garment or coat-signifies that
which cloathes - good, that is, doctrinals of truth, for
these are as cloathing or raiment for good; that raiment
hath this signification, may be seen, n. 297, 1073, 2576,
8301. Every one may see, that things of a deeper nature
}ie concealed herein, than what appear in the letter, for the
Lord Himself spake them.

3653. From these considerations then it may appear,
that a state of the Churcli’s vastation, as 1o the good
things of love and the truths of faith, is fully described
in these verses, ‘and at the same time they contain
an exhortation and direction to those who are prin-
cipled in sueh good things and truths, what they ought
to do in such case: there are three kinds eof men
within the Church, viz. those who are principled in
love to the Lord, those who are principled in charity
towards their neighbour, and those who are in the affection

- of truth ;jthey who are in the first class, viz. they who
2 . are
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are principled in love to the Lord, are specifically sig-
nified in these words, ‘‘ Let those who arein Judwa flee
into the mountains > They who are in the second class,
viz. they who are principled in charilty towards their
neighbour, are specifically signified in these words, ¢ He
who is on the house-top, let him not go down (o tuke
any thing out of his house :” They who arc in the thire
class, viz. they who are in the affection of truth, are
specifically signified in these words, ““ He who is-in the
Jield, let him' not return to take his cloaths.” Sce
what was said and explained above on these words, n.
2454, and what is meant by returning back, and leoking
behind him.

36564. That Judaa, in the internal sense of the Word,
does not signify Judwea, nor in like manner Jerusalen:
Jerusalem, may appear from scveral passages in the
Word: In the Word it is not so often named Judaa,
but the land of Judah, and by the land of Juw.iah, as by
the land of Canaan, is signified the Lord’s kingdom,
consequently also the Church, for the Church is the
Lord’s kingdom in the earths; and this by reason that
the Lord’s celestial kingdom was represented by Judah
or by the Jewish nation, dnd His spiritual kingdom by
Israel or the Israelitish people; and inasmuch as it was
so represented, therefore also when mention is made, in the
‘Word, of that nation and people, nothing else is signified
thereby in the internal semse; that this is the case, will
appear manifest from what will be said in the following
pages, by the Divine Mercy of the Lord, concerning
Judahb and the land of Judah, and in the mean time from
these few passages out of the prophets, ¢ My beloved had

. a vineyard inthe horn of a son of oil, he fenced itabont,
and gathered the stones out of it, and planted it with
a noble vine, and Dbuilt a tower in the midst of if, and
also hewed out a wine-press in it, and he expected that
it would bring forth grapes, but it brought forth wild
grapes ; and now, O inphabitant of Jerusalem, and
man of Judah, judge ye I pray between me and my
vineyard ; . I will make it a desolation, because the
vineyard of Jehovah of Hosts is the lhowse of Zsrael,
and the man of Judak is the plant of his detights; and
he expected judgment, but behold a putrid sore, justice,

. but behold a cry,” Isa. v. 1, 2, 8, 6, 7: In this pas-
sage, in the sense of the letter, the perverse state
of the Israelites and Jews is treated of, but in the
: ' interna}
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internal sense the perverse state of the Church is treated
of as represented by Israel and Judah; the inhabitant
of Jerusalem is .the good of the Church; that inhabitant
denotes good, or, whatis the same thing, those who are
prineipled in good, may Dbe seen, n. 23068, 2451, 2712,
3613; and that Jerusalem is the Church, see n. 402,
2117 ; in like manner the house of Israel is significative;
that house denotes good, may be seen, n. 710, 1708, 2233,
2234, 3142, 3538, and that Israel denotes the Church,
n. 3805; in like manner the man of Judah, for by man
is signified truth, see n. 265, 749, 1007, 3134, 3310,
3459, and by Judah good, but with this differenca, that
the man of Judah denotes truth grounded in the good of
love to the Lord, which is called celestial truth, that is,
it denotes those who are principled in such truth. Again,
in the same prophet, ¢ He shall lift up an ensign for the
nations, and shall gather together the oufcasts of Israel,
and shall collect the dispersed of Judah from the four
wings of the earth: then the envy of Ephraim shall
depart, and the enemies of Judah shall be eut off;
Ephraim shall not envy Judah and Judah shall not -
straiten Ephraim; Jehovah shall destroy the tongue
of the sea of Egypt, and shake shall His hand over the
river with the vehemence of His spirit; then shall there
be a path for the remains of His people which shall be
left of Ashur,” xi. 12, 13, 15, 16; the subject here.
treated of in the sense of the letter is concerning the
bringing back the Israelites and Jews out of captivity, but
in the internal sense it hath relation to the New Church
in general, and to every individual in particular who
is regenerated or becometh a Church: the outcasts of
Israel denote their truths; the dispersed of Judah de-
note their goods ; Ephraim denotes their intellectual prin-
ciple, in that it will no longer be repugnant; Egypt
denotes scientifics, and Ashur reasoning grounded therein,
 which they have perverted; the expelled, the dispersed,
the remains, and the left (or residue) denote the truths
and goods which survive; that Ephraim is the intellec-
taal principle, will be shewn elsewhere; that Egypt is
the scientific, may be seen n. 1164, 1165, 1186, 2588,
- 8825; that Ashur is reasoning may be seen, n. 119, 1186,
and that remains are goods and truths from the Lord
stored up in the interior man, see n. 468, 530, 560, 561, 660,
661, 798, 1050, 17388, 1906,.2284. Again, in the same
prophet, ¢“Hear ye this O house of Jacaob called by the

: name
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name of Israel, and from-the waters of Judah have they
come forth, because from the city of holiness they are
called, and stay themselves upon the -God of Israel,”
xlviii. 1, 2; where the waters of Judah denote truths
which are grounded in the good of love to the Lord;
those truths so grounded are the essential goods of charity,
which are called spiritual goods,and constitute the spi-
ritual Church, the internal Church, which is Israel, and
the external, which is the house of Jacob; hence it is
cvident what is -signified by the house of Jacob called by
the name of Israel, and by their coming forth from the
waters of Judah. Again, in the same prophet, I will
bring forth seed out of Jacob, and out of Judak an heir
of my mountains, and mine elect shall possess it, and my
servants shall dwell there,” Ixv. 9; out of Judah an
heir of mouatains in a supreme sense denotes the Lord,
and in a_representative sense those who are principled in
love to Him, thus in the good of each love; that moun-
tains are those goods, was shewn above, n. 8652. Soin
Moses, ““Judah is a lion’s whelp; from the prey, my
son, thou hast gone up; he stooped down, he couched
as a lion, and as an old lion, who shall rouse him up?”’
Gen. xlix. 9; where it is very evident, that in a supreme
sense by Judah is meant the Lord, and in a representative
sense those who are principled in the good of love to Him.
So in David, ‘“When Israel went forth out of Egypt the
house of Jacob from a bharbarous people, Judah was made
His sanctuary, Israel His dominion,” Psalm cxiv. 1 2}
in this passage also Judah denotes celestial good, which
is the good of love to the Lord, and Israel denotes celes-
tial truth or spiritual geod, So inJeremiah, ¢ Behold
the days coming, saith Jehovah, and I will raise up to
David a righteous germ, who shall reign a king, and
_shall prosper, and shall do judgunent and justice in the
earth; iu His days Judah shall be saved and Israel shall
dwell securely ; and this is His name whereby He shall
be called, Jehovah our Righteousness,” xxiii, 5, 6.
chap. xxxiii. 15, 16; speaking of the Lord’s coming;
Judah denotes those who are principled in the good of
love to the Lord, Israel those who are in the truth of that
good; that by Judah is not meant Judah nor by Israel”
Tsrael, may appear from this consideration, thaf Judah
was not saved, ncither Israel: in like manner in the same -
prophet, ‘“I will bring back the captivity of Judah, and
the captivity of Isvael, and will build them as heretofore,”
Vor. V. . B - xxxiii.
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xxxiii. 7. Again, in the same prophet, ¢In those
days and in that tine, saith Jehovah, shall the sons of
Israel come, themselves and the sons of Judah together,
going and weeping they shall go, and shall seek Jehovah
their God, and shall seeck Zion in the way with their
“faces thitherward,” i. 4, 5. Again, “In that time
they shall call Jerusalem the throne of Jehovah, and all
nations shall be gathered unto ity on account of the name
of Jehovah, to Jerusalem ; they shall not go any lenger
after the stubbornness of their evil "heart; in those days
the house of Judah shall go ‘to the house of Israel, and
shall come together out of the land of the north wpon
the earth,” iii. 17, 18. Again, ¢ Behold the days come,
saith Jehovah, in which I will sow the house of Israel
and the kouse of Judah with the seed of man and with
the seed of beast; and I will establish a new covenant
with the house of Israeland with the house of Judah ; this
is the covenant ,which I will establish with the house of
Israel after those days, I will give my law in the midst
of them, and will write it upon their heart,” xxxi. 27,
31, 33; that Isracl or the house of Isracl is not here meant,
is very evident, because they were dispersed amongst the
gentiles, and were never brought back out of captivity ;
consequently neither was Judah or the house of Judah
meant, but - thereby were signified, in the internal sense,
those who are of the Lord’s spiritual and celestial king-
dom; with these is established a new covenant, and in
their hearts is the law wrilten; new covenant denotes
conjunction with the Lord by good, see n. 665, 666,
1023, 1038, 1864, 1996, 2003, 2021, 2037 ; the law writien
in their hearts denotes the perception of good and of
truth thence derived, and also conscience. So in Joel, ¢¢ It
shall come to pass in that day, the mountains shall drop
new wine, and the hills shall flow with milk, and «//
the rivers of Judah shall flow with waters, and a foun-
tain shall come forth from the house of Jehovah, and
shall water the river of Schittim: Egypt shall be for
wasteness, and Edom shall be for'a wilderness of waste-’
ness, by reason of violence to the sons of Judah, whose
innocent blood they have shed in their land: and Judah
shall sit_for ever,and Jerusalem to generation and gen-
eration,” iii. 18, 19, 20; from all the particulars in this
passage also it.is evident, that by Judah is not meant
Judah, nor by Jerusalem Jerusalem, but that thereby are
understood all those who are in the holy principle of love

' 1. o and
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and charity, for these shall sit for ever, and to generation”
and generation. So in Malachi, ¢ Behold I send My -
angel, who shall prepare the way before Me, and the
Lord whom ye seek shall suddenly come to His temple,
and the angel of the covenant whom ye desire; then shall
the meat-offering of Judah and of Jerusalem be sweet to
Jehovah, according to the days of eternity, according to
former years,”” iii. 1, 4; speaking of the Lord’s coming;
that at that time the meat-offering of Judah and of Jeru- -
salem was not sweet to Jehovah, is evident; hence it
is plain that by Judah and Jerusalem are signified such
things as appertain to the Lord’s Charch: the case is the -
same in other parts of the Word where mention is made
of Judah, of Israel, and of Jernsalem. Hence then it
may appear what is signified by Jud®a in Matthew, viz..
the Lord’s Church, in the present case vastated.

3655. The subject treated of in the preceding verses in -
the evangelist was concerning the first and second state of
the Church’s perversion; that the first state consisted in .
their beginning no longer to know what is good and ‘what is
true, and in disputing about good and truth, whence come
falsities, may be seen, n. 3354; and that the second state.
consisted in their despising good and truth, and also in
being averse thereto, and thus in the expiration of faith
in the Lord, according to the degrees of the cessation of
charity, may be seen, n. 3487, 8488 : ihis then is the third
state treated of, which is that of the desolation of the
Church as to good and truth. -

CHAPTER XXVIII.

1. ND Isaac called to Jacob, aid blessed him, and
commanded him, and said unto him, thou shalt not
take a woman from the daughters of Canaan. ,

2. Arise, go to Padan-Aram, the house of Bethuel the
father of thy mother, and take to thyself thence a woman
from the daughters of Laban thy mother’s brother. ‘

3. And Goo Schaddai will bless thee, and will cause
hee to be fruitful and to multiply, and thou shalt be for a
tcompany of people. ' '

B2 4. And_
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4. And he will give unto thee the blessing of Abraham,
to thee and to thy seed with thee, to inherit the land of thy
sojournings, which Gop gave to Abraham.

5. And Isaac sent Jacob, and he went to Padan-Aram,
to Laban the son of Bethuel the Aramean, the brother of
Rebecca the mother of Jacob and Esau.

6. And Esau saw that Isaac blessed, Jacob, and sent him
to Padan-Aram, to take to himself thence a woman, in
blessing bim, and commanded him saying, thou shalt not
take a woman of the daughters of Canaan. ‘

7. And that Jacob hearkened to his father and to his
mother, and went to Padan-Aram.

8. And Esau saw that the daugliters of Canaan were evil
in the eyes of Isaac his father.

‘9. And Esau went to Ishmael, and took Mahalath the
daughter of Ishmael Abraham’s son, the sister of Nebai-
oth, over his females to himself for a woman.

10. And Jacob went out from Beersheba, and went to
Haran. , -

. 11. And he lighted upon a place, and passed the night
there, because the sun was set, and he took of the stones
of the place, and placed them for his pillows, (capitalia,
or things of the head,) and lay down in that place. ]

12. And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set on the
earth, and it’s head reaching to heaven, and behold the
angels of Gop ascending and descending on it.

13. And behold Jenovam standing above it, and he
said, I am Jenovan Gop of thy father Abraham, and
Gob of Isaac, the land on ~which thou liest, to thee will
1 give it, and to thy seed. :

14. And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and
thou shalt break forth to the sea, and to the east, and to
the north, and to the south; and all the families of the
ground shall be blessed in thee, and in thy seed.

15. And behold I am with thee, and will keep thee in
- all whither thou goest, and will bring thee back to this

ground, because 1 will not leave thee, until { shall have
3one_ what I have spoken to thee.

- 16. And Jacob awoke out of his sleep, “and said, surely
Jevovan is in this place, and I knew not.

17. And he feared, and said, how terrible is this place,
this is none other but the house of Gop, and this is the
gate of heaven. '

. : n " 18. And
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18. And in the morning Jacob arose early, and took the
stone which he had placed for his pillows, and set it for a
statue, and poured oil upon the head of it.

19. And he called the name of that place Bethel; but
the name of the city was Luz at the first.

20. And Jacob vowed a vow, saying, if Gop shall be
with me, and shall keep me in this way wherein I walk,
and shall give me bread to eat, and raiment to put on,

21. And I shall return in peace to the house of my
father, and JEmovan shall be to me for a Gob,

22. And this stone, which I have set for a statue, shall
be the house of God, and all that thou shalt give me, I
will in tithing tithe it to thece. '

fom—

THE CONTENTS.

3656. HE subject here treated of in the supreme sense
is concerning the Lord, how He began to make
His natural principle Divine as to truth and as to good ; and
the means by which He effected this are described in ge-
neral. But the subject treated of in the representative
sense is, how the Lord regenerates, or makes new, man’s
natural principle as to truth and as to good; the processin
general is in like manner deseribed, verse 1 to 10.

3657. In the internal supreme sense is described how the
Lord began to make Divine his natural principle as to
truth from the ultimate of order, that thereby He might
arrange intermediate principles, and might conjoinall and
singular to the first, that is, to His essential Divine
gprinciple.] But in the internal representative sense is

escribed how the Lord regenerates the natural human
principle also from the ultimate of order, and thereby
arranges intermediate principles, that by means of the
rational principle He may conjoin them to Himself, from
verse 11 to 22, -

THE
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THE INTERNAL SENSE.
3658. Verses 1, 2. 1 N D Isaac called to Jacob, and

blessed him, and commanded him,
and said unto him, thou shalt not toke a woman of the
daughters of Canaan. Arise, go to Padan-Aram, the
house of Bethuel the father cof thy mother, and take to
thyself thence @ woman from the daughters of Laban thy
mother’s brother.’ Isaac called to Jacob, signifies the
perception of quality as to the good of truth from the
Lord : and blessed him, signifies that thus conjunction was
effected : and commanded him and said to him, signifies
reflection and thence perception : thou shalt not take a
woman of the daughters of Canaan, signifies if so be’ he
should not be conjoined to the affections of what is false and
evil: arise, signifies if so be he would clevate that good
thence : go to Padan-Aram, signifies knowledges of such
* truth : the house of Bethuel the father of thy.mother, and
take to thyself thence a woman from the daughters of Laban
thy mother’s brother, signifies.collateral external good, and
thence truth which was to be conjoined. - .

8659. ¢ Isaac called to Jacob”—that hereby is signified
the perception of guality as to good of truth from the Lord,
appears from the signification of:calling to any one, as de-
noting perception of quality, see n. 3609; and from the
representation of Isaac, as denoting the Lord in respect to
the Divine Good of the Divine rational principle, sce n.
1898, 2066, 2072, 2083, 2630, 3012, 3194, 3210; and from

~ the representation of Jacob, as denoting the Lord in re-
spect to natural truth, see n. 1893, 3305, 3509, 3525, 3544,
3576, 8599 ; but here, in what follows in this chapter, Jacob
represents the good of that truth ; hence itis evident, that by
these words, ‘¢ Isaac called to Jacob,” issignified the per-
ception of quality from the Lord asto the good of truth. The
ground and reason why Jacob here represents the good of
that trath is, because now he had taken the birthright of
Esau, and also his blessing, and thus thereby puts on the
person of Esau, but still no further than as to the good of
that truth, viz. the truth which he before represented; for
all truth, whatsoever be its nature and quality, hath in it
good, inasmuch as truth is not truth but by virtue of good,
it being thence called truth: By the birthright (primo-
geniture) which he took, and by the blessing, he obtained
: this
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this privilege over Esau, that his posterity succeeded to.
the: promise made to Abraham and Isaac concerning the
land of Canaan, and thus thatby him should be represented
the Lord’s Divine natural [principle], as by Isaac was
represented the Divine rational, and by Abraham the
esseniial Divine [principle]; in order thercforc that the
representative might fall upon one person, it was permitted
that he should thus take from Esau the birthright, and
afterwards the blessing : Hence it is that Jacob now repre-
senis the good of the natural principle, but here in the
beginning the good of that truth, viz. the truth which he
Jjust before vepresented. Fsau also is still further treated
of, as in the following verses 6, 7, 8, of this chapter; to
the intent that the good of truth, and the interior truth of
good, of the Lord’s natural [ principle ] might be represented,
which could not be represented by Jacob. 'What is the
nature and quality of the good, which Jacob here repre-
sents, will appear from what follows. :

8660. ¢ And blessed him—that hereby is signified that
thus conjunction was effected, appears from the significa-
tion of being blessed, as denoting to be conjoined, see n.
8504, 8514, 8530, 35G5, 8584. The ground and reason
why Isaac the father now blessed Jacob the son, notwith-
standing his having come in treachery, and taken the bless-
ing from Esau, and notwithstanding Isaac’s having shud-
dered at that deed, as is evident from the preceding
chapter, verse 33 to 35, is, because he now perceived that
it was the posterity of Jacob, not of Esau, which should
possess the land of Canaan; hence the blessing from Isaac
was coufirmed ; but the treachery at which Isaac shud-
dered, signified and predicted what was treacherous in the
posterity of Jacols as to representatives, viz. that they were
very far from sincercly or in heart representing the Divine
or celestial things of the Lord’s kingdom, and were thus
altogether unlike the ancient Church, being merely in
things external separate from any internal principle, and
not even ihis, inasmuch as they so oftenfell away into open
idolatries. 'What is meant by being conjoined, or by
conjunction, which is signified in the internal sense by
being blessed, was shewn above, viz. that the natural
principle as to good and as to truth should be adjoined to
the rational, or, what is the same thing, the external man
to the internal ; for to the intent that the Lord might make
His natural [ principle] Divine, He was to implant thereixl;

‘ suc



