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A Day at School

IITkonvHbLIL OeHb

Come and spend a day in an English school! It is nearly 9 on a
Monday morning, and the boys and girls are coming to school again,
after having had Saturday and Sunday free. Some of them walk to
school, and some come on their bicycles, and others, who live further
away from the school, come by bus. They are wearing their school
uniform and carrying their satchels’ full of books, which they have
used to do their homework over the week-end.

Itis 11 o’clock: time for the mid-morning break. The boys and
girls go out into the playground to collect their milk: every boy
and girl at school in England is given a third of a pint of milk every
day. When they have drunk their milk, they can play until it is
time to go back inside for lessons. The boys play football, and the
girls play with a ball, or a skipping-rope”. But the older boys and
girls just stand, talk and watch the games. Then the bell goes. It
is time for lessons: they all hurry inside.

After break, there are more lessons. Then it is one o’clock. Time
for lunch! The boys and girls are queuing up to get their lunch from
the cooks behind the counter®. Nearly all school-children in England
have their lunch at school, though™ some, who live very near to their
school, go home. School lunches cost only a shilling, and it is much
easier to eat at school. You get meat, potatoes, and a vegetable, and
then a pudding of some sort.

The break for lunch lasts about an hour. After lunch, there is
still time to go out and play. In the summer everyone wants to go
outside in the sun, but in the winter everyone tries to hide in the
cloakrooms®. The older boys and girls, who act as perfects6, make the
others go outside, so that they get some fresh air. It is not good for
children to be indoors all day. But when it is raining, of course, the
perfects let the boys and girls go into the classrooms and read, or play
quietly. Lots of children do their homework, so that they will be free
in the evening to go out with their friends, or to watch TV.

1 asatchel [’setf(9)]] — paner

2 askipping-rope — ckakaiaka

3 Theboys and girls are queuing [’kju:in] up to get their lunch from the cooks
behind the counter ['kaunto] — MaJsbuuKu ¥ J€BOYKU CTOAT B OUEPEAH,
YTOOBI IIOJYIUTH 3aBTPAK OT I0BAPOB, CTOAIINX 38 IPUIABKOM.

4  though [0ou] — xora

5 acloakroom [’kloukrum] — pasaeBanbHasi, (rapaepo6)

6 perfect [’pafikt] — sa. crapimit



At 2 o’clock, lessons start again. In this school the children do
not only do lessons like history, geography and maths: the girlslearn
to type and sew”, and to cook, and the boys do metal-work and
wood-work. Some schools also allow girls to do metal-work if they
want to — they make jewellery” for themselves — and teach cookery
toboys. Itis very useful to be able to cook for yourself, if your mother
is away. Many of the boys who learn cookery at school go on to be
chefs® in large hotels or restaurants.

At 3 o’clock, it is time for games. In English schools, the girls
usually play hockey in the winter and tennis in the summer: the boys
play football in the winter and cricket in the summer.

Lessons finish at 4. The children collect the books they need to
do their homework, hurry to the cloakroom to fetch their hats and
coats, and go home. Very soon after 4 o’clock, the school is empty,
except for a few children and teachers; one or two children have to
stay behind as a punishment4. Others are staying for a club or society
which has its meeting after school. Then they will go home too, and
the school will be empty until tomorrow.

A Distinguished Personality

Bbuvloawuwaacs AuLHOCMb

The name of Mikhail Lomonosov is well known to everyone in
Russia and in other countries. Maybe somebody doesn’t even know what
discoveries he had made but every person knows that Lomonosov was an
outstanding Russian scientist. He was born in 1711 in a far away
northern village. Hebegan to study only since 11 years old. After 8 years
had passed Lomonosov went to Moscow and entered the Academy. Then
he was sent to St. Petersburg’s Academy and from there to Germany to
study chemistry. Soon he became a great scientist. Lomonosov learned
chemistry, physics, astronomy, history and literature. He created a
telescope and with its help discovered that there is atmosphere around
the planet Venus. It’s hard to believe that one man had made so many
discoveries in different fields of knowledge. He also learned geography.
Lomonosov held lots of expeditions to far away parts of Russia. He
seriously studied the Russian history. Discovery of a colourful glass also
belongs to this genius man. Depiction of Poltava Fight on the portrait
of Peter the 1st made by Lomonosov makes a great impression on people.
He also wrote several odes and many poems. His dream was to built a
University and in 1755 his dream came true. On his project was built
Moscow University named after him. The people of Russia will always
remember this outstanding scientist.

1 tosew [sou] (sewed; sewn; sewed) — mIuThH

2 jewellery ['d3u:alrl] — roBequpHbIe U3IEIU

3 chef [fef] — med-moBap

4 one or two children have to stay behind as a punishment — ogus wiu g8a
pebeHKa BRIHYIK/AEHBI OCTATHCA B IITKOJIE B KAUeCTBE HAKA3AHUS

4



A Hedgehog

Exncur

A hedgehog is a little animal that eats insects. It has a pointed
snout™ and sharp hard spines2 on its back and sides. When it is
frightened or attacked it rolls up into a ball with only its spines
showing. The hedgehogs are useful. They preserve plants because
they eat insects. People must protect them. I have seen hedgehogs in
the country. They live in the central parts of Russia in the forests.
Their food is insects, mice. People should not touch the hedgehogs,
they must take care of them.

A Letter from America
ITucvmo us Amepuru

The University of Pittsburg3
Pittsburg, Penn®. USA
15 November, 199...

Dearest Mary,

There is an air of great expectation here in the US. We are just
through with Halloween® fancy dress balls, but the season of holidays
is in full swing". Thanksgiving Day is coming. And now that we are
on the subject, let me tell you more about American holidays that
impress foreigners so much.

Thanksgiving Day has a special signiﬁc:«mce7 for Americans
because it is traced back to that group of people (pilgrimss) who were
among the first to come to the New World in search of freedom”.

Late in the year 1620, a ship named the Mayflower brought 102
English men, women and children to the rocky coast of what is now
Massachusettsm, one of the 50 states of the United States of Amer-
ica. The ship’s passengers were Puritans ™~ who had been prose-
cuted ™ in Britain.

snout [snaut] — psLI0, MOpAOUKA

spine [spain] — uria, KOJIOUYKa

Pittsburh [’pitsba:g] — r.IIurTcOypr

Penn. cokp. or Pennsylvania — IlencunbBanus (mrat CIIIA)

Halloween [’helo(u)’in] — (1uroTi., amep.) npasguuk (kKanyH [[HA Bcex
cBATHIX) 31 OKTAODPSA

to be in full swing — B mostHOM pasrape

a special significance [sig’nifikons] — ocoGoe sHaueHME

pilgrims [’pilgrimz] — nmajoMHUKY; 37. aHTJINHACKHAE KOJIOHUCTHI, IIOCEIUB-
muecs B Amepuke B 1620 r.

9 in search of freedom [sa:t/] — B momnckax cBoGObI

10 Massachusetts [,meso’tluisets] — Maccauycerc (mmraTt CIITA)

11 Puritans [’pjuarit(e)nz] — (ucT.) nyputane

12 to prosecute ['prosikjuit] — npeciegoBars
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The winter was cold, and about half of the pilgrims died. In the
spring, with advice and help from the Indians the pilgrims planted
corn (known also as maizel) and other crops.

In October 1621, to celebrate the good harvest2, the pilgrims
held a feast® which featured4, among many other foods, wild tur-
key®, which is native to North America. They called this their day
of thanksgiving.

The story is told and retold every year to young children in
schools. The holiday is called Thanksgiving Day, and is now observed
on the fourth Thursday of November.

Thanksgiving Day is marked by families gathering to-
gether to enjoy a traditional dinner of roast turkey, and to
speak to one another of the things for which they are thankful.
Young people who are at college or live away from their families
usually come home for this dinner. If the parents are elderlyﬁ,
their adult’ children or some other relatives will prepare the
Thanksgiving feast.

Perhaps the most important day to a country is the holiday that
commemorates” a national event. For many nations the date is the
country’s independence day.

For the Americans — it is the 4th of July, Independence Dayg.
The holiday recalls'® the signing of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence11 on the 4th of July, 1776.

At one time, picnics™“ with patriotic speeches and parades13
were held all over the United States on the 4th of July. The4y are still
held in many places. It is also a day, on which fireworks® displays
fill the skies in the evening, and the flying of flags is common.

In 1976 the bicentenniall® celebrations were held across
the country.

A more recent holiday has been introduced, it is Martin Luther
King Day. The Rev. Dr Martin Luther King was a black clergyman
who is ranked among the greatest of black Americans because of his

1 maize [meiz] — (6oT.) Mauc, KyKypy3a

2 the good harvest [’ha:vist] — GoraTsiit yposxait

3 to hold (held, held) a feast [fist] — ycTpouTs npasauuk (GaHkeT)
a feast — nup; 6aHKeT; HPa3IHUK
to feature [fiitfo] — OBITH XapaKTePHOM YePTOA
turkey ['toki] — uHAIOK; HHAEHKA
elderly [’eldoli] — mosxmiroit
adult [’eedalt] — B3pocabrit
to commemorate [ko’memoreit] — npasgHOBaTH (FOJOBILIVIHY)
Independence Day [,indi’pendons] — eus HesaBucumocTu

0 to recall [r’koll] — BcmoMuHATH; HAIOMUHATH

1 the signing [’sainiy] of the Declaration of Independence — momnucanue
Hexnapanuu HesaBucumocTu

12 picnic ['piknik] — nukHUK

13 parade [po’reild] — mapan

14 firework(s) ['falowak] — deitepsepk

15 bicentennial [,baisen’tenjsl] — gByxCcoTieTne
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crusade’ during the 1950s and 1960s to win full civil rights for his
people. Preaching non-violencez, much in the same way as had Mo-
hands K. (Mahatma) Gandhi of India, Martin Luther King spoke out
and campaigned tirelessly to rid the United States of traditions and
laws that forced on black Americans the status of second-class citi-
zens. Among these laws were those in some states which required
black people to take back seats in buses or which prevented voting by
blacks. The world was shocked when Dr King was assassinated” in
1968. Eversince, special memorial services have marked hisbirthday
on January 15. By vote of Congress the third Monday of every
January, beginning in 1986, is now a federal holiday in Dr King’s
honour.

Some holidays are observed in the custom by all Americans, for
others, however, the customs can vary greatly. Those who feel
strongly about the labour unions, for example, see Labour Day as a
day on which to demonstrate labour solidarity in a public way. For
others, Labour Day means a day off to go for a ride in a car, to go for
a final summer swim or to hold a family get-together.

Sorry, but this is a very long letter indeed. Please, give my best
wishes, love and season’s greetings to all your family and friends.

Love,
Yours, Julia

A Wonder-Child
Yydo-pebernor

You have certainly heard of the well-known Austrian composer4
Wolfgan Mozart® and heard some of his splendid music. Mozart was
a genius” . He began to show his wonderful talent for music when he
was quite a child.

His elder sister was learning to play the clavier. A clavier is like
a piano, only smaller. The soft, gay tune’ she played could be heard
all over the house. In another room her three-year-old brother
Wolfgang was playing with his toys. He heard the music, and sat
quite still for amoment, listening. Then he jumped up from the floor,
and ran into the room where the clavier was. “Let me try”, he said to
his sister.

1 crusade [kru’seld] — kamnauusa

2 preaching [’priit/in] non-violence ['non ’vaiolons] — mpomoBexys: oTKas oOT
IIPUMEeHEeHN A HAaCUJIbCTBEHHBIX METOJOB

to assassinate [9’s@sineit] — yo6uBaTs

a composer [kam’pouza] — KoOMII03UTOP

Wolfgang Mozart [’'mou,zait] — Boasdraur Momapr

a genius [dsi:njos] — renmit

a tune [tjun] — menogusa
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“All right”, laughed Wolfgang’s sister. Wolfgang was only a
baby, and she thought he would just make a noise, but he didn’t. He
put two fingers carefully on two keys. It made quite a pleasant sound.

“I can make music”, he said happily. After that, he took a great
interest in his sister’s music lessons.

“I want to learn music”, he said. He said it so many times that
his father, who was a musician himself, began teaching him.
Wolfgang learned quickly, and he could soon play a number of pieces
perfectly. When he was four years old, he started composing™ his own
tunes and playing them on the clavier.

“Wolfgang is a wonder-child”, everybody said.

When the boy was six years old, his father decided to show him
to the world. He took him and his sister to many of the big cities in
Europe, where the two children gave concerts®. When the boy ap-
peared on the stage and performed, the audience was delighted, and
applauded the wonder-child with all their hearts.

The child’s first performances made Mozart a name in Europe.
His father took him from one country to another. His whole time was
given to music and he gave more and more concerts. But too much
travelling, excitement and overwork® brought about a serious ill-
ness. This made the boy’s father change his plans and let his son rest.

But as soon as he was better, young Wolfgang wanted to per-
form again, and again he and his father started off to big cities of
Europe. He could not imagine his life without music. He composed
music when he was a little child, when he was a big boy, when he was
a grown-up man.

All this happened a long time ago, but the music of Wolfgang
Mozart is known and remembered today. His music is played all over
the world. Sad tunes, gay tunes, happy tunes, solemn tunes™ — they
will be played for ever.

Abraham Lincoln5
(1809—-1865)

Aspaam JIunKoALH

Abraham Lincoln wasbornin Kentuckyﬁ, on February 12, 1809.
The Lincolns were hardworking pioneers’. They moved fre-
quently®, always looking for a better farm. Abe and his sister Sarah

to compose [kom’pouz] — counHATH

a concert [’konsat] — KoHIEPT

overwork [’ouva’wak] — upesamepHas pa6oTa, meperpyska

solemn [’solom] — TopsKecTBEHHBIH

Abraham Lincoln [’eibroham, ’abroh@em] ['lipkon] — ABpaam (AOpaxam)
JIMHKOJIBH

Kentucky [kon’taki] — Kenryxkku (murar CIIIA)

pioneers [,pai’'nioz] — nepBOIPOXOAIIHI

frequently [frikwontli] — uacto
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had to work on the farm, so they usually could not go to school. In
fact, Lincoln later said he had only a year’s schooling. But even
without school, Abe learned quickly. He liked to read and would walk
miles to borrow! books. He amazed neighbours with how much he
knew.

Abe’s mother died when he was nine. A year later, Abe’s father
married Sarah Bush Johnston, a widow? with three children. She was
a loving mother to the Lincoln children. She encouraged” Abe in his
learning. He grew strong and tall. By the time Abe was 20, he was 6
feet, 4 inches tall.

By self-education Lincoln became a lawyer. He practiced
law, and also met Mary Todd. They married in 1842 and had
four sons. But only the oldest, Robert Todd Lincoln, lived to
adulthood®.

Lincoln became a US congressman in 1847. He served one term,
then returned to his law practice in Illinois. But the spread of slav-
ery’ into new states and territories caused him to go back into poli-
tics®. He and his opponent, Senator Stephen A.Douglas, debated each
other seven times. Douglas won the election, but Lincoln gained
national fame” for his stand against slavery"”.

Two years later, Lincoln ran for pres1dent Upset about Lin-
coln’s views on slavery, the southern states threatened to withdraw
from the United States'® if he was elected. When Lincoln won the
election, the southern states left the Union and formed the Confed-
erate States of America'l. The Civil War began in April 1861, a
month after Lincoln became president.

The war years were very hard for President Llncoln People
blamed him when the North lost battles. He was deeply hurt! by the
great loss of life on both sides.

But Lincoln trusted!® that he was doing the right thing. In
January 1863, he issued a document called the Emancipation Proc-
lamation ~. He declared that all slaves, even those in the Confederate

1 toborrow ['borou] — saHUMaTH
a widow [’'widou] — BxoBa
to encourage [1n’karids] — 060ApATE, MOOIPATH, MOAAEPKUBATE
adulthood [’adalthud] — spesocts
the spread of slavery [’spred av ’sleivorl] — pacnpocrpanenue padbcTBa
politics ['politiks] — mouTuKa
gained national fame — 3aBoeBaJ HAIIMOHAJIBHYIO CJIABY
his stand against slavery — ero nosumus (y6e:xaqeHue) mpoTus padcTaa
to run for president — BBICTABIATH CBOIO KAHIUAATYPY HA ITOCT IIPE3UIEHTA
0 towithdraw from the United States [w10’dro:] — BeiiiT; us cocrasa Coenu-
HeHubix I1ITaToB
11 the Confederate States of America [kon’fed(o)rit] — (uct.) Koubegepanmsa
11-TH I0KHBIX IIITATOB AMEPUKHU
12 He was deeply hurt — on riry6oko crpazas (ero 3aseBao 3a *KUBOE)
13 to trust (v.) [trast] — Beputs
14 the Emancipation Proclamation [1mensti’pelf(e)n] — (uct.) Manudpect
(JInrKOJIbHA) 00 OCBOGOKIeHNY PA6OB
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